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LIST  OF  MANUSCRIPTS. 


Most  of  tlie  MSS.  from  which  this  volume  is  taken  have  been  nsed 
by  Mr.  Arnold  for  his  Select  English  Works  of  Wyclif,  and  I  have 
thought  it  best  to  keep  to  the  distinguishing  letters  assigned  by  him  in 
his  lists  (I.  xvii.  and  III.  ziii.). 

A.  Bodleian,  788. 

I  have  not  seen  this  MS.,  which  Mr.  Arnold  describes  as  "  a  small 
thick  folio  ....  on  good  but  thin  parchment,  sparingly  ornamented 
with  blue  and  red  flourishes  and  head-letters."  He  assigns  it  to  the 
last  decade  of  the  fourteenth  century.  He  has  printed,  I  believe,  all 
its  contents  except  the  one  short  tract  which  it  has  furnished  to  this 
volume,  No.  XXV. 

A.  New  College,  Oxford,  95. 

This  MS.  consists  of  148  leaves  of  vellum,  4Jx7,  written  in  a  hand 

of  the  fifteenth  century.     It  has  a  subscription,  '*  Johannes  Wy ," 

and  contains  only  sermons  and  tracts  by  Wyclif.  All  except  that  here 
given  (No.  XXIV.)  were  printed  by  Mr.  Arnold. 

X.  Corpus  Christi  College,  Cambridge,  290. 

A  small  folio  on  vellum  of  the  fourteenth  or  early  fifteenth  century. 
It  is  well  and  clearly  written,  but  by  a  careless  scribe,  who  evidently 
thought  little  of  the  meaning  of  the  words  he  copied.  The  text  of 
tracts  I.  to  XX.  is  founded  on  this  MS. 

AA.  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  C.  III.  12. 

A  MS.  on  vellum,  about  8x6,  219  leaves.  It  seems  to  be  a  copy 
from  the  same  original  as  X.,  but  is  imperfect.  The  handwriting  is 
irregular ;  sometimes  formal,  and  at  others  straggling,  as  if  the  writer 
were  hurried  or  weary.  In  contrast  to  X.  the  copyist  seems  to  have 
been  interested  in  his  work,  and  I  suspect  him  of  occasionally  strength- 
ening expressions  to  relieve  his  own  mind.  (See,  for  example,  the  various 
readings  in  the  tract  on  Curates,  from  chap.  xv.  onwards,  p.  132.) 
From  leaf  188  a  new  handwriting  begins,  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
two  halves  of  the  volume  owe  their  connexion  only  to  a  similarity  of 
subject  and  the  favour  of  the  printer.  (See  Shirley's  Catalogue,  xii.) 
It  is  from  the  second  half  that  the  tract  on  Dominion  (our  No.  XXI.) 
is  taken. 
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VIII  LIST  OF   MANUSCRIPTS. 

CC.  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  C.  V.  6. 

A  MS.  on  vellum,  about  6^  x4^  inches,  in  a  neat  handwriting  of  the 
first  part  of  the  fifteenth  century.  It  contains  some  tracts  which  are 
not  Wyclifs,  but  has  also  several  which  are  certainlv  his.  Some  of 
these  are  in  Mr.  Arnold's  third  volume,  and  it  has  nimished  us  with 
our  Nos.  XXII.,  XXIII. 

LL.  Lambeth,  551. 

A  MS.  on  vellum  of  59  leaves,  5f  X  4  inches,  written  without  orna- 
ment, but  clearly  and  carefully.  Dr.  Todd  classed  it  in  his  catalogue 
of  the  Lambeth  Library  as  of  the  fourteenth  century,  but  the  best 
opinions  I  could  obtain  assign  it  to  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth.  The 
£acsimile  which  serves  as  frontispiece  will  give  judges  an  opportunity 
of  deciding  for  themselves. 

On  the  fly-leaf  is  written :  '^  I  take  this  to  bee  on  of  the  scoles  of 
Baynolde  pecocke  who  wrote  in  K  Henry  the  6  tyme  abute  an**  1457." 
Below  is :  ''  Jon  wicklyfe  was  in  the  beginning  of  Bichard  ye  seconds 
tyme  an®  1377  ; "  and  below  this  again,  in  the  hand  of  Dr.  James,  is  : 
''  this  booke  is  Wickelyfes  and  is  called  Le  quastionihuB  variia  contra 
eUrum.V  The  volume  contains  nothing  beyond  the  tract  printed  here, 
No.  XXYI. 

MM.  Ashbumham  XXYII. 

A  MS.  on  vellum,  about  6^x4|,  written  legibly,  but  without  any 
attempt  at  adornment,  in  a  charter  hand  of  the  fifteenth  century.  The 
copyist  has  gone  through  his  work  and  coirected  it.  The  MS.  contains 
only  three  English  tracts,  one  of  which,  our  No.  XXIII.,  is  also  in 
CC.  The  othe*  two  (our  Nos.  XXVIL,  XXVIII.)  are  printed  from 
this,  the  only  known  copy  of  them.  The  rest  of  the  volume  is  occupied 
with  Latin  works,  from  which  I  have  given  some  quotations  in  the 
Notes. 

88.  Sidney  Sussex  College,  Cambridge,  J,  4,  12. 

I  have  used  this  MS.  only  for  the  collation  of  Tract  No.  XX.,  and 
unfortunately  failed  to  notice  that  it  had  been  entered  in  Mr.  Arnold's 
list  as  N.  He  describes  it  in  his  Introduction  to  the  first  volumey 
pp.  ziv.  and  xx. 

Besides  these  MSS.,  which  have  furnished  my  text,  I  have  been 
favoured  with  the  use  of  the  great  MS.  belonging  to  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge,  B.  16,  2,  which,  besides  the  philosophical  treatise  de  EnU, 
contains  the  Opus  Evangelicum,  and  a  complete  set  of  the  Latin  sermons. 
A  few  (28)  of  these,  part  of  the  40  sermons  ''  compositi  dum  stetit  in 
scolis,"  are  in  the  Lambeth  MS.  23.  The  only  other  MS.  of  Wyclifs 
works  which  I  have  been  able  to  reach  is  the  De  Mandatis  Divinis  in 
the  University  Library  at  Cambridge  (LI.  5.  13),  and  I  have  read  only 
a  few  chapters  of  this. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Thb  date  and  place  of  Wyclif 's  birth  are  alike  uncertain.  Of 
the  date  all  we  know  is  that  he  died  in  1384,  and  that  he  was 
then  an  old  man,  since  two  years  before  he  speaks  of  himself  as 
"  in  fine  Titae."  ^  We  may  place  it  somewhere  about  1320.  As 
to  the  place,  the  only  information  we  have  is  from  Leland,  who, 
writing  two  centuries  after  the  event,  tells  us  that  he  was  born 
at  Spreswell,'  and  elsewhere  says  that  he  sprang  from  the  village 
of  WyclifFe-on-Tees.'  No  such  village  as  Spreswell  exists,*  and 
we  may  content  ourselves  with  supposing  that  he  belonged  to 
the  family  which  held  the  manor  of  Wycliffe,  and  that  his 
birthplace  was  not  very  far  away  from  the  parent  house. 

We  have  no  record  of  his  early  life,  and  can  only  guess  that 
in  the  fourth  decade  of  the  century  he  went  to  Oxford,  where 

^  See  Fasciculi  Zizanionun,  p.  xii. 

'  They  say  that  John  Wiclif  haereticuB  was  bom  at  Spreewell,  a  poore  Tillage,  a 
good  myle  from  Richemont. — Itinerazium,  y.  99. 

»  Unde  Wigclif  haBreticnfl  originem  duxit. — Collectanea,  ii.  329. 

*  Two  different  attempts  have  been  made  to  account  for  Spreswell.  Whitaker 
suggested  that  the  Tillage  meant  was  Hipewell,  and  this  is  made  more  probable  bj 
Mr.  Walbran's  discoTery  that  in  an  old  MS.  of  extracts  from  Leland  tne  name  is 
giTen  as  Ipreswell  (Harleian  842,  If.  76).  Dr.  Yaughan  on  the  other  hand  giTes  an 
expUination  which  would  be  most  satisiactory  if  we  could  accept  it.  In  a  letter  to 
the  Athetutum  of  April  20,  1861,  he  writes,  "  Spreswell,  or  Speswell,  stood  close 
to  the  riyer  Tees,  half  a  mile  from  Wycliffe,  and  on  the  same  side  of  the  riTer."  His 
authority  for  this  statement  is  <*  John  Chapman,  a  gentleman  of  respectable  position 
in  Gainsford,"  whose  great-grandfather  was  the  last  person  married  in  a  chapel  which 
stood  there  till,  soon  after  his  marriage,  it  fell  down.  To  the  objection  that  this 
Spreswell  would  be  at  least  ten  miles  from  Bichmond,  Dr.  Yaughan  replies  that  there 
is  a  spot  about  three  miles  below  Wycliffe  marked  in  the  local  maps  as  Old  Richmond. 
The  e3d5tence  of  a  Richmond  older  than  that  which  takes  its  name  from  the  Castle 
founded  by  Alan  of  Brittany  is  impossible,  and  the  name  is  probably  an  antiquary's 
guess  as  to  the  ruined  Tillage  of  Barf ord.  It  makes  its  first  appearance,  as  far  as  I 
can  discoTer,  on  a  map  of  1770.  No  trace  of  this  Spreswell,  wnich  ianot  '^  within  a 
good  mile  of  Richmond,"  can  be  found  to  support  Mr,  Chapman's  statement.  I  have 
^one  into  detail  on  this  point,  because  Dr.  Lechler  has,  Tery  naturally,  treated  Dr. 
Yaughan's  statement  as  conclusiTe. 
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11  OXFORD  STUDIES. 

doubtless  he  followed  with  assiduity  and  success  the  regular 
course  of  study.  What  this  was  we  may  learn  from  the  laws 
published  by  Mr.  Anstey.  Four  years  were  passed  in  verbal 
studies — grammar,  rhetoric,  and  logic — before  the  student  could 
determine  and  be  admitted  a  bachelor  ;  three  full  years  must  be 
given  to  science — arithmetic,  music,  geometry,  and  astronomy 
— before  inception  as  a  Master.^  These  seven  years'  labours 
won  but  the  Leah  of  an  Arts  degree ;  he  who  would  attain  to 
the  Rachel  of  theology  had  to  pass  through  another  and  longer 
service.  Seven  years  were  needed  before,  as  a  Bachelor  of 
Theology,  he  could  lecture  on  the  Sentences;  and,  lastly,  he 
must  study  the  Bible  "  biblice  "  for  three  years  and  lecture  on 
one  of  the  Canonical  books  before  he  could  come  forth  in  his 
full  glory  as  a  Master  or  Doctor  of  Theology.*  Thus  the  full 
course  required  at  least  seventeen  years,  and  might  be  delayed 
indefinitely  by  absence  from  the  University. 

The  special  bent  of  Wyclif 's  studies  we  have  to  divine  from 
hints  scattered  through  his  works.  These  show  that  he  had 
devoted  some  time  to  the  acquisition  of  such  physical  science  as 
was  to  be  gained  in  the  Oxford  of  that  day,  Where  Grossetete's 
name  was  held  in  honour,  and  where  men  were  probably  still 
living  who  had  known  Roger  Bacon.  "  It  is  well  worth  notice," 
says  Dr.  Lechler,  "  how  often  and  with  what  predilection  Wyclif 
refers  to  this  domain  of  knowledge.  At  one  time  it  is  arithmetic 
or  geometry  which  furnishes  him  with  illustrations  of  some 
truth  or  relation ;  at  another  he  uses  physical  or  chemical  laws, 
facts  of  optics  or  acoustics,  to  explain  moral  or  religious  truths.''^ 
Wyclif  tells  us  expressly  that  he  had  studied  optics  in  his 
youth.* 

^  Munimenta  Academica  (Rolls  Series),  pp.  410,  416.  The  list  of  books  to  be 
read  for  the  Master^s  degree  is  given  on  p.  414.  This  double  course  of  studies,  the 
Triyium  and  Quadrivium,  is  summed  up  in  the  line  **  Lingua,  tropus,  ratio ;  numerus, 
tonus,  angulus,  astra.*' 

*  Id.  pp.  389,  391. 

*  Lechler,  Johann  yon  Wiclif,  i.  280. 

*  Quando  fui  junior  et  in  delectacione  yaga  magis  sollidtus,  collegi  diffuse  pro- 
prietates  lucis  ex  codicibus  perspectiye  et  alias  yeritates  mathematicas,  quas  secundum 
consideracionem  ad  finem  monuem  conoepi  in  Scriptura  intelligi. — Sermons,  ii.  63, 
MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Cambridge,  2266.  In  tiie  same  sermon  he  notices  the  experiment  of 
making  a  coin  risible  by  coyering  it  with  water  to  show  refraction. 
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WYCLIF  MASTER  OF   BALLTOL.  Ill 

la  another  direction  Lewis  claims  for  him  a  knowledge  of 
Civil  and  Canon  Law  and  of  our  own  municipal  laws.^  Some 
acquaintance  with  the  Canon  Law  was  needful  to  a  theologian, 
and  was  not  wanting  to  Wyclif ;  but  it  would  be  hard  to 
show  that  he  had  made  a  special  study  of  Civil  Law,  or  that 
he  knew  more  of  the  Common  Law  of  England  than  might  be 
expected  from  the  active  part  which  he  took  in  University  life 
and  in  State  afiairs. 

One  would  like  to.  know  who  were  his  teachers,  but,  in  spite 
of  numerous  quotations,  his  writings  give  us  no  hint  of  personal 
relatiouB  with  the  men  from  whom  he  learned  most.  He  prob- 
ably took  his  doctrine  of  Predestination  from  Bradwardine,  and 
hiB  theory  of  Dominion  from  Fitzralph,  Archbishop  of  Armagh ; 
while  he  may  have  caught  from  William  of  Ockham,  the  bold 
defender  of  the  Empire  against  the  Pope,  his  strong  belief  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  priests  to  live  in  poverty.  Any  or  all  of  these 
he  may  have  known,  and  he  must  almost  certainly  have  been 
brought  into  contact  with  Fitzralph.  I  do  not  know  whom  we 
are  to  look  to  as  his  master  in  philosophy.  Dr.  Lorimer,  relying 
on  Wood's  statement  that  the  Northerners  held  with  Scotus  and 
the  Southerners  vnth  Ockham,  suggests  that  his  birthplace  de- 
termined his  philosophical  opinions  and  made  him  a  Brcalist.^ 

Happily  we  may  now  cease  from  speculating  on  what  may  have 
been,  as  we  arrive  at  the  first  certain  fact  recorded  concerning 
Wyclif,  that  in  1360  he  was  Master  of  Balliol  College.^  The 
next  year  the  College  presented  him  to  the  living  of  Fillingham, 
in  Lincolnshire,  and  shortly  afterwards  he  resigned  his  master- 
ship.^ His  acceptance  of  this  cure  does  not  seem  to  have  kept 
him  long  away  from  Oxford.  He  had  already  written  most  if 
not  all  of  the  logical  and  metaphysical  treatises  which  won  for 
him  the  reputation,  recorded  by  an  unfriendly  chronicler,  that 
"  he  was  second  to  none  in  philosophy,  and  without  peer  in  the 

>  Lewis,  p.  2. 

'  Lechler,  English  Translation,  i.  150.     (Additional  note  by  translator.) 

>  On  May  ISto,  1361,  Wyclif  was  summoned  in  the  Conrt  of  Common  Pleas  as 
Master  of  le  Baillolhalle. — Hist.  Man.  Commission,  Report,  iv.  p.  448.  It  seems 
88  if  Balliol  were  the  family  college  of  the  Wyclifs.     See  Fasc.  Ziz.  xi.  note  1 . 

«  On  February  3rd,  1362,  Stepnen  de  Cornwall  was  Master. — H.M.C.  ir.  450. 
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IV  WARDENSHIP   OF   CANTERBURY  HALL. 

learning  of  the  schools/'  ^  whilst  his  energy  and  practical  saga- 
city had  made  him  a  man  of  mark  and  influence  in  the  TTni- 
versity.  In  1365  he  was  appointed  Warden  of  Canterbury 
Hall.  This  college,  which  has  since  been  absorbed  in  Christ- 
church,  had  been  founded  two  years  before  by  Simon  Islip, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  The  foundation  was  originally  for 
eleven  scholars,  eight  seculars  and  three  monks,  under  a  warden 
who  was  to  be  a  monk  chosen  by  the  Archbishop  from  three 
presentees  of  Christchurch  Convent.^  This  mixed  constitution 
worked  ill,  and  in  1365  the  Archbishop  removed  the  monks  and 
made  the  college  entirely  secular,  under  Wyclif  as  its  new 
warden.  The  chapter-convent  resented  this  infringement  of  its 
rights,  and  when>  after  Islip's  death,  a  monk,  Simon  Langham, 
was  appointed  Archbishop,  little  time  was  lost  in  replacing  the 
monks  and  the  original  warden.  Wyclif  appealed  to  the  Pope, 
but  the  influence  of  Archbishop  and  Convent  was  powerful,  and 
the  decision,  after  three  years'  litigation,  was  against  him.' 

There  are  always  persons  who  can  believe  in  no  motive  that 
is  not  selfish,  and  there  were  enemies  of  Wyclif  who  imputed 
his  reforming  zeal  to  his  disappointment  in  this  afiair.  Such, 
charges  may  sometimes  be  useful  as  giving  the  measure  of  those 
who  bring  them.  We  may  well  believe,  however,  that  Wyclif 's 
experience  during  this  lawsuit  may  have  brought  home  to  him 
the  corruptions  of  the  Court  of  Avignon,  and  may  have  led  him 
to  use  sharper  language  than  he  had  hitherto  employed  con- 
cerning ecclesiastical  abuses. 

The  office  of  Warden  of  Canterbury  cannot  for  its  own  sake 
have  been  of  great  importance.  Its  income,  which  we  cannot 
suppose  to  have  been  great,  can  have  had  little  attraction  for 
one  whose  habits  were  ascetic,*  and  whose  worst  enemies  never 


1  Knighton,  2644. 

>  It  will  be  remembered  tbat  Canterbnrj  was  a  monajitic  cathedral,  and  the  chapter 
consisted  of  the  Christchurch  monks. 

3  There  has  been  much  dispute  as  to  whether  the  John  Wyclif  of  Canterbmy  Hall 
were  the  reformer  or  his  contemporary  namesake,  who  was  vicar  of  Mayfield.  I  do 
not  think  we  can  resist  the  direct  evidence  of  Woodford  (quoted  F.  Z.  517)  and  the 
Chronicon  Anrlia)  (p.  115),  strengthened  as  they  are  by  the  passage  from  the  De 
Ecclesia  cited  by  Dr.  Lechler  (ii.  574). 

*  Fasc.  Ziz.  zlvi. 
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CONTROVERSY  ABOUT  TRIBUTE  TO  THE   POPE.  V 

ventured  to  accuse  him  of  greed.  Nor  did  he  need  the  honour 
which  such  a  position  might  give,  for  his  fame  had  spread 
beyond  Oxford,  and  at  the  time  when  Langham  deprived  him 
of  his  mastership  he  was  high  in  the  King's  favour  and  held 
some  office,  probably  a  royal  chaplaincy,  at  the  court.^  This 
appears  from  a  paper  printed  by  Lewis,'  which  forms  one  step 
in  a  controversy  between  Wyclif  and  some  unknown  monk  on 
the  right  of  kings  to  exact  fines  and  forfeitures  from  delinquent 
priests.  The  monk  tried  to  cut  the  ground  from  under  Wyclif 's 
feet  by  asserting  that  the  King  had  lost  his  right  to  rule  in 
England,  since  he  had  failed  to  pay  the  Pope  the  annual  rent  of 
700  marks  by  which  the  realm  was  held  according  to  the  terms 
of  John's  submission.  To  this,  as  a  clinching  argument,  he  de- 
manded a  direct  answer.  Wyclif  knew,  or  at  least  suspected, 
that  his  opponent  was  trying  to  entrap  him  into  utterances 
which  could  be  used  to  his  disadvantage.  He  declares  himself 
surprised  that  his  opponent  should  press  him  to  answer  an 
argument  which  does  not  concern  him  more  than  any  other 
speculative  theologian  or  legist.  "  But,"  he  says,  "  three 
reasons  have  been  given  me  why  he  acts  thus  :  first,  that  I  may 
be  ill-spoken  of  at  the  Roman  Court,  and  be  deprived  by  heavy 
censures  of  ecclesiastical  benefices.  Secondly,  that  hence  the 
favour  of  the  Roman  Court  may  be  reflected  upon  him  and  his. 
And,  thirdly,  that  our  Lord  the  Pope  having  freer  rule  in 
England,  civil  possessions  may  be  more  plentifully  heaped  upon 
the  abbeys  without  the  check  of  fraternal  rebuke."*  Accordingly 

^  He  deBcribw himself  as  *'  peculiaris  regis  clericns  "  (Lewis,  p.  349),  and  is  taunted 
by  bis  opponent  Cunningham  with  being  of  the  house  of  Heroa. — Fasc.  Ziz.  p.  14. 

»  life  of  Wiclif,  p.  349.  Lewis's  text  is  very  bad ;  '*  the  fault  of  his  MS.,"  says 
Dr.  Shirley.  There  is  a  copy  at  Lambeth  (No.  637),  in  the  handwriting  of  Dr. 
James,  which  is  very  much  better,  and  I  have  corrected  my  quotations  from  this. 

'  £t  miro^  quam  plurimum  quare  cum  tanta  instantia  expetunt  [  Pexpetiyit]  solu- 
tionem  hujus  ratioms  et  tractatum  istius  materiaB,  et  specisQiter  cum  tantum  sit  ipsa 
mihi  et  rationibus  meis  indifferens  sicut  cuicunque  speculative  theologo  vel  legistse. 
£t  pepigimus  quod  non  quBsrendo  diverticulas  alienas,  peripsimata  fructus  quee  coll- 
muB,  vel  ambages  proceoet  directe  ad  improbandum  questionem  quam  principaliter 
pepigit  impugnare.  Sed  tres  causaB  dictse  sunt  michi  cur  hoc  f acit ;  prime  ut  persona 
mea  sit  ad  Romanam  Curiam  diffamata  et  aggravatis  censuris  ab  ecclesiasticis  bene- 
ficiis  sit  privata.  Secundo,  ut  exhinc  sibi  et  suis  benevolentia  Romanse  Curiae  sit 
reportata.  £t  tertia  causa,  ut,  dominante  domino  Papa  re^no  An^lise  liberius, 
eopiodus  et  voluptnoeius  sine  freno  correptionis  fratenue  sint  Abbathiis  civilia  dominia 
cumulata. — ^Lewis,  351. 
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Yl  DEBATE   IN   PARLIAMENT. 

WycHf  refuses  to  pronounce  upon  the  question,  but  contents 
himself  with  setting  out  the  answers  which  he  has  heard  given 
in  a  certain  council  of  lay  lords.  Now  there  can  be  little 
doubt  as  to  the  occasion  referred  to  by  Wyolif.  In  1366 
Urban  V.  claimed  the  arrears  of  tribute  due  under  John's 
vassalage.  Edward  referred  the  claim  to  Parliament,  which 
rejected  it  without  hesitation,  on  the  ground  that  John  had  no 
power  to  bind  the  realm  without  its  assent ;  and  the  lay  lords 
offered  further  that  if  the  Pope  should  make  any  attempt  to 
enforce  his  claim,  they  would  resist  it  with  all  their  might.^ 
We  have  then  in  this  paper  of  Wyclif 's  what  purports  to  be  a 
partial  report  of  the  debate  on  this  occasion,  and  it  is  accepted 
as  such  alike  by  Dr.  Lechler  and  Dr.  Shirley.'  I  confess  to 
much  doubt  on  this  point.  I  can  believe  that  some,  and  even 
most,  of  the  arguments  given  in  the  tract  were  used  in  the 
Council-room  ;  but  the  speeches  recorded  are  curiously  Wyclifite 
in  their  tone,  and  the  parliaments  of  Edward  the  Third's  time 
must  have  been  singularly  unlike  those  that  have  succeeded 
them  if  each  speaker  confined  himself  to  urging  one  definite 
and  distinct  point  as  in  this  report.  Whatever  the  lords  really 
said,  their  chief  use  here  is  to  act  as  mouthpieces  for  opinions 
which  Wyclif  wished  to  support,  and  from  this  point  of  view 
the  tract  is  important,  as  showing  how  many  of  his  character- 
istic tenets  he  had  already  arrived  at.  Thus  from  the  speech  of 
the  second  lord  we  see  that  Wyclif  already  held  that  voluntary 
poverty  was  incumbent  on  the  clergy.  The  third  lord  treats  the 
Pope  with  a  roughness  which  Wyclif,  speaking  in  his  own 
person,  would  hardly  have  ventured  on  until  later  in  his  career. 
He  argues  that  tribute  can  only  be  due  to  the  servant  of  the 
servants  of  God*  in  return  for  service,  and  "we  know  by 

I  Rot.  Pari.  II.  290a. 

'  Lechler,  i.  330 ;  Shirlej,  F.  Z.  xix.  Dr.  Shirley  is  mistaken  in  saying,  **  We 
know  that  it  set  the  question  at  rest  for  ever."  Gr^ory  XI.  repeated  the  demand 
in  1374,  and  we  have  a  curious  account  of  the  way  in  which  it  was  met  and  refused 
in  the  continuation  of  the  Eulogium  Historianim,  iii.  337.  We  mi^ht  fancy  that  this 
was  a  misplaced  nairative  of  what  took  place  in  1366  but  for  me  prominent  part 
played  by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  was  out  of  England  in  that  year.  We  assign 
Wyclif  s  tract  to  the  earlier  occasion,  on  the  ground  tnat  the  phrase  about  *'  ecolesi- 
astical  benefices  '*  refers  probably  to  the  Canterbury  Hall  Waraenship. 

*  Serrus  serronun  Dei,  the  title  generally  used  by  the  Pope  of  himself  in  bulls  and 
formal  letters. 
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wtcltf's  position  at  court.  Tli 

experieDce  that  we  get  neither  bodily  nor  spiritual  help  from 
Pope  or  Cardinals/'  *  Passing  by  the  rest  we  must  note  the 
sixth  lord's  speech.  "  Since,"  he  says,  "  Christ  is  the  chief 
lord,  and  the  Pope  is  a  sinner  who,  according  to  the  theologians, 
if  in  mortal  sin  lacks  dominion,  and  cannot  consequently  trans- 
mit to  the  English  any  right  to  the  kingdom,  all  we  ne^  for  a 
true  dominion  over  the  realm  is  to  keep  ourselves  from  mortal 
sin  and  give  of  our  wealth  rightly  to  the  poor,  and  so  hold  our 
kingdom,  as  hitherto,  immediately  from  Christ,  since  he  is  the 
chief  lord,  giving  of  himself  full  and  sufficient  authority  to  all 
dominion  of  the  creature."  Here  we  have  clearly  laid  down  the 
famous  doctrine  of  dominion  as  founded  in  grace,  of  which  more 
must  be  said  presently.  Meanwhile  the  tone  of  the  tract  shows 
that  Wyclif  was  actively  engaged  in  political  life.  "  If,"  says 
he,  '*  I  had  such  things  to  assert  against  my  king,  they  would 
have  been  brought  forward  before  now  in  the  parliament  of  the 
lords  of  England,"  ^  and  this  remark  gives  some  colour  to  Dr. 
Lechler's  supposition  that  Wyclif  had  a  seat  in  Parliament.* 
Dr.  Lechler  even  goes  further,  and  takes  the  description  "  pecu- 
liaris  regis  clericus "  to  mean  that  Wyclif  was  summoned  to 
the  Parliament  of  1366  as  a  clerical  expert,  or,  in  modern 
phrase,  as  a  Government  Commissioner.  The  clerks  of  Parlia- 
ment were,  I  believe,  appointed  by  the  House,  and  I  doubt  if 
any  one  else  was  admitted  to  the  sittings  besides  the  elected 
members,  but  it  is  possible  that  Wyclif  may  have  been  sum- 
moned to  the  Great  Council.^ 

Whatever  the  official  position  which  Wyclif  occupied,  he 
was  not  at  this  time  a  solitary  advocate  of  novel  ideas,  but  a 

1  Cumnon  edificatregniimnostnim,  nee  spiritoallternec  corporaliter,  sed  defalcando 
tempondia  per  se  et  siios,  comfortat  pecunia,  fayore  et  consiHo  immicoe.  videtur  auod 
debemoB  provide  premissam  pensionem  sabtrahere. — Lewifl,  352.  I  should  fina  no 
difficnlty  in  believing  that  mich  language  as  this  was  used  in  the  debate;  it  is 
chazaeteristic  of  the  temper  of  the  time. 

«  Lewis,  360. 

*  Lechler,  i.  331  et  seq.  It  must,  however,  be  remarked  that  the  taunt  conveyed 
here  would  be  more  effective  if  it  meant  that  his  opponent  had  a  seat  in  Parliament, 
but  wanted  courage  to  speak  out  there. 

«  See  Stubbo*  Const.  Hist.  ii.  269,  260.  There  are  at  least  two  other  occasions  on 
which  Wyclif  speaks  of  having  heard  something  in  Parliament.  See  Shirley,  F.  Z. 
zxL  and  Lechler,  i.  332. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


VIU  POPULAR  FEBLINO   ABOUT  THE   CHURCH. 

prominent  supporter  of  views  which  were  popular  in  the  country. 
The  laity,  and  especially  the  gentry,  were  straitened  in  their 
means.  The  wealth,  which  in  the  earlier  and  more  brilliant 
years  of  the  French  war  poured  in  from  plunder  and  ransoms, 
had  been  wasted,  and  the  heavy  taxation  aroused  a  jealousy  of 
the  clergy,  who  seemed  in  comparison  but  lightly  burdened. 
Englishmen  were  also  jealous  of  the  power  wielded  by  the  Papal 
Court,  now  seated  at  Avignon,  and  in  too  close  relations  with 
their  French  enemies.  In  1371  this  jealousy  of  the  clergy 
found  vent  in  a  petition  from  the  Commons  that  the  great 
offices  of  state  should  be  taken  from  the  bishops  who  held  them 
and  entrusted  to  lay  hands.^  In  the  same  year  the  taxation  of 
the  clergy  was  made  heavier,  and  special  attention  was  directed 
to  lands  held  by  the  Religious  which,  having  come  into  mort- 
main since  1291,  were  subject  to  pay  their  share  of  a  lay  subsidy.^ 
A  passage  quoted  by  Dr.  Shirley '  from  Wyclif  *s  treatise  on 
Civil  Dominion  makes  it  appear  that  the  confiscation  of  endow- 
ments to  support  the  war  was  spoken  of  seriously  in  Parliament. 

In  the  following  year  distrust  of  Avignon  was  roused  anew 
by  the  advent  of  a  papal  collector,  one  Arnold  Guarnerius.  He 
was  compelled  to  take  an  oath  to  be  true  and  loyal  to  the  King, 
to  keep  the  Council  informed^  as  to  all  letters,  papal  or  others, 
that  he  received,  and  neither  to  send  money  out  of  the  realm, 
nor  to  leave  it  himself  without  special  licenc.e.*  Still  more  signi- 
ficative of  the  temper  of  the  Commons  is  a  petition  of  this  year 
praying  the  King  to  deprive  any  beneficed  priest  or  curate  who 
lives  openly  with  a  concubine,  if  after  six  months  the  Ordinary 
has  failed  to  do  so.^  Evidently  the  times  were  changed  since 
Becket  carried  the  popular  voice  with  him  in  claiming  freedom 
from  the  lay  courts  for  clergymen  even  when  guilty  of  crime. 

While  the  nation  was  thus  ill-disposed  towards  the  whole 
ecclesiastical  system,  its  disgust  and  indignation  were  specially 
directed  against  the  Papal  Court,  and  against  the  provisions  by 
which  the  French  Pope  was  able  to  bestow  rich  English  benefices 

1  Rot.  Pari.  ii.  304.  ^  Stubbs,  Const.  Hist.  ii.  423. 

*  Fasc.  Ziz.  xxi.  *  Eymer,  iii.  p.  ii,  933. 

»  Bot.  Pari.  ii.  314. 
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WYCLIF  AN   AMBASSADOR  TO   BRUGES.  IX 

on  foreigners  who  never  came  near  their  cure.^  Tear  after 
year  the  Parliament  renewed  its  complaints,  until,  in  1374,  a 
mission  was  sent  to  Bruges  to  treat  with  the  Pope's  representa- 
tives on  this  matter.  Wyclif  was  one  of  the  Commissioners, 
and  his  name  was  pat  prominently  forward ;  but  even  then  the 
trick  was  known  of  patting  a  popular  man  on  a  commission,  and 
neutralizing  his  efforts  by  associating  him  with  obstructives. 
The  Xing  and  the  Pope  had  their  jealousies  and  their  quarrels, 
but  they  could  often  work  together  to  mutual  profit,  and  the 
system  was  practically  left  untouched,  to  be  a  cause  of  remon- 
strance to  many  more  parliaments.  Within  a  few  months  the 
law  against  provisions  was  repealed,  and  a  papal  provision  trans- 
lated the  head  of  the  Commission,  Gilbert,  Bishop  of  Bangor,  to 
the  richer  see  of  Hereford. 

We  may  well  suppose,  with  Dr.  Lechler,  that  this  embassy, 
however  fruitless  as  to  its  main  object,  was  not  without  effect  on 
Wyclif  himself.  As  far  as  we  know  it  was  the  first  time  he 
had  been  out  of  England,  and  his  stay  in  Bruges^  brought  him 
into  contact  with  leading  ecclesiastics — Spanish,  French,  and 
Italian — ^and  gave  him  an  insight  into  the  ways  and  motives  of 
the  Papal  Court.  There  is  another  manner  in  which  it  may 
have  influenced  his  career.  John  of  Gaunt  was  at  Bruges, 
engaged  in  negociations  with  France,  and  is  likely  to  have  come 
into  closer  relation  with  Wyclif  than  before. 

The  time  was  coming  when  Wyclif  would  need  a  protector. 
In  1377  the  first  attempt  was  made  to  call  him  to  account.  He 
had  been  snarling  at  the  Church  for  some  time,  we  are  told,  in 
revenge  for  his  deprivation  of  the  Wardenship  of  Canterbury 
Hall,  and  had  begun  to  promulgate  fake  opinions  such  as,  in 

'  Die  Gtemeinen  befanden  sich  in  ihrem  Yollen  Rechte.  Nicht  etwa  yom  wyclijff- 
isclien  sondern  yom  stren^katholischen  Standpunkte  auB  musste  getadelt  werden,  wenn 
Tom  Kirchenemkommen  jahrlich  mebr  als  20,000  Mark  dem  in  Avignon  residirenden 
Papste  and  den  Cardinalen  zuflossen,  yon  welchen  man  sich  nach  kurzer  Zeit  ^1378) 
iiberzeugen  konnte,  wie  wenig  ihnen  die  Intereesen  der  Eirche  am  Herzen  lagen. 
Ihre  Interenen  bertanden  dann,  dass  ein  Cardinal  Dechant  yon  York,  ein  anderer 
Ton  SaliabniT,  ein  dritter  yon  Lincoln,  drei  andere  Erzdechanten  von  Canterbury,  yon 
Dnrfaam  nna  Snffolk,  mehrere  Praebendarien  yon  Tham,  von  Nassingdon,  von  York 
waren. — C.  Hofler,  Anna  von  Luxemburg,  p.  17.  Hofler,  a  Catholic,  may  be 
trusted  not  to  exaggerate  abuses. 

'  He  was  away  nom  July  7th  to  September  14th. 
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X  WTGLIF  PROSECUTED  BT  THE   BISHOPS. 

spite  of  their  emptiness,  tickled  the  ears  of  those  who  listened 
to  him.^  Of  his  false  doctrines  only  a  few  are  specified,  and 
those  not  the  worst.  They  are — ^that  the  Pope  has  no  power 
in  binding  and  loosing  more  than  other  priests ;  that  endow- 
ments cannot  be  given  in  perpetuity,  since  it  will  always  be 
right  to  withdraw  them  from  unworthy  holders ;  and  that 
temporal  lords,  if  in  need,  may  seize  the  possessions  of 
the  endowed  clergy.*  He  gained  many  followers  of  high 
rank,'  among  whom  were  the  Duke  of  Lancaster  and  Lord 
Henry  Percy,  and  relying  on  their  support  preached  his  heresies 
boldly  in  London,  and  attracted  many  of  the  citizens.  At  last 
the  Bishops  (Courtenay  probably  the  most  active  among 
them)  stirred  up  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Simon  Sud- 
bury, who  but  for  the  pressure  put  on  him  would  have 
preferred  a  quiet  life,  and  Wyclif  was  summoned  to  appear 
at  St.  Paul's  on  February  23.  He  obeyed  the  summons,  but 
not  after  the  fashion  of  one  who  has  to  humble  himself  before 
men  in  authority.  He  was  accompanied  by  Lord  Henry 
Percy  and  the  Duke.  They  forced  their  way  violently  through 
the  crowd  assembled  in  the  Cathedral,  in  spite  of  the  rebuke 
of  the  Bishop  of  London,  who  declared  he  would  have  re- 
fused them  entrance  had  he  expected  such  behaviour.  Having 
reached  the  Lady  Chapel,  where  the  Court  was  to  be  held,  the 
Duke  and  Barons  took  their  place  beside  the  Bishop,  and  Lord 
Henry  Percy  bade  Wyclif  be  seated.  "  He  had  need  of  a  soft 
seat  since  he  had  many  things  to  answer."  Courtenay  not  un- 
reasonably insisted  on  his  standing  while  his  cause  was  being 
tried.  This  led  to  a  quarrel,  in  which  the  Duke  joined ;  but  in 
strong  language  the  Bishop  was  a  match  for  the  two.  Some 
hasty  words  of  the  Duke's  caused  an  excitement  among  the 

^  Chronicon  Angliie,  115.  My  nairatiye  here  is  mainly  an  abridg^nent  of  that  in 
the  Chronicon. 

*  These  charges  seem  to  be  ftiirly  stated,  with  the  reserration  that  by  "  temporal 
lords  "  must  be  understood  the  goyemment  of  the  state,  acting  for  pabUc  purposes. 

s  Wyclif 's  strongest  supporters  seem  to  have  been  among  the  eentry.  **  Oo  comfort 
is  of  kny^ttis,"  he  says,  "  )>at  hei  saroren  myche  be  gospel  fuid  ban  wille  to  rede  in 
Englishe  >e  gospel  of  Cristis  liijf." — Sermon  bnri.  (S.  £.  W.  i.  209.)  Until  he  sent  out 
his  poor  preachers,  he  could  only  appeal  to  those  who  had  wealu  to  get  books  and 
education  to  read  them. 
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crowd  of  citizens,  and  in  the  tumult  the  Court  broke  up  without 
having  accomplished  anything.^ 

Dr.  Shirley  attributes  all  these  proceedings  to  the  Bishops' 
wish  to  strike  at  John  of  Gaunt  through  his  client,  and  this 
may  well  have  been  one  among  several  motives  that  urged 
them  to  action.  Yet  apart  from  this  they  had  reasons  enough 
for  desiring  to  silence  Wyclif.  To  say  nothing  of  the  hatred 
that  greedy  men  bear  to  those  who  threaten  their  gains  (and 
there  was  much  greed  among  the  higher  clergy),  we  cannot 
doubt  that  the  mass  of  churchmen,  then  as  always,  wished  to 
see  the  Church  increasing  in  wealth,  honour,  and  worldly  ia- 
fluence.^  How  could  they  but  be  shocked  at  a  priest  who 
aimed  at  stripping  the  Church  of  endowments,  and  reducing  its 
prelates  from  the  magnificence,  in  which  they  vied  with  the 
greatest  nobles,  to  a  simple  life,  where  the  only  rivalry  should 
be  in  poverty  and  humility  P  If  the  Bishops  were  slow  to  act,  it 
was  probably  because  they  knew  how  strongly  Wyclif  was  sup- 
ported, and  dreaded  the  storm  which  they  were  sure  to  arouse ; 
and  it  may  even  be  true,  as  Walsingham  tells  us,  that  it  needed 
the  Pope's  command  to  goad  them  into  activity.  In  any  case 
this  first  move  had  failed.  It  may  have  had  the  result  of 
making  Lancaster  more  unpopular,  but  it  left  Wyclif 's  position 
at  least  as  strong  as  before  he  was  attacked. 

News  must  soon  have  reached  Borne'  that  the  heretic  had 
baflSed  the  attempt  to  silence  him,  and  that  the  assault  must  be 
renewed  in  a  more  formal  and  deliberate  manner.  Nineteen 
conclusions  attributed  to  Wyclif  were  selected,  and  condemned 
as  erroneous  or  heretical.^    It  is  probably  to  the  time  when  this 

1  WahmghAni,  whoee  account  is  much  shorter  than  that  in  the  Chronicon,  differs 
materiallT  on  two  points.  He  says  that  the  prosecution  was  due  to  the  orders  of  l^e 
Pope,  and  that  the  result  of  the  Council  was  that  the  Archhishop  imposed  silence  on 
Wyclif.— Wals.  i.  326. 

«  A  good  example  of  rach  feeling  in  an  honest  churchman  is  Laud's  exultation  at 
the  appointment  of  Juxon  as  treasurer,  **  and  now  if  the  Church  will  not  hold  up 
themsdyes  under  God,  I  can  do  no  more." — Quoted  by  Mr.  Qardiner,  PerBond 
GoTemment  of  Charles  I.,  ii  246. 

'  Gregory  had  arriyed  there  from  Ayignon  in  Januaiy. 

*  These  were  picked  out  from  a  list  of  about  fifty  which  had  been  sent  to  the  Curia. 
— ^Apnendix  to  Chron.  Anglise,  p.  396.  It  is  to  be  r^7«tted  that  due  honour  has  not 
been  aone  to  the  senders.  One  of  the  most  interesting  and  most  hopeless  problems  in 
this  matter  is,  whence  came  the  first  impulse  to  a  proMcutlon. 
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list  was  being  prepared,  and  when  the  Bishops,  smarting  under 
defeat,  were  looking  forward  to  their  revenge,  that  we  must 
assign  an  outburst  of  the  Bishop  of  Rochester,  who  told  Wyclif 
in  Parliament  that  his  conclusions  had  been  condemned  by  the 
CuriaJ  The  Roman  Court  had  evidently  determined  that  the 
work  should  be  done  effectively  this  time.  A  series  of  bulla 
was  sent  over  to  England.  One  was  addressed  to  the  University 
of  Oxford,  and  ordered  that  Wyclif  should  not  under  any  pre- 
tence be  allowed  to  defend  his  evil  teaching,  but  should  at  once 
be  arrested  and  delivered  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  or 
the  Bishop  of  London.  To  these  two  prelates  came  three  other 
bulls ;  one  enjoining  them  to  warn  the  King  and  nobles  against 
Wyclif 's  errors ;  another  commanding  them  to  secure  Wyclif 
at  once,  and  examine  him  as  to  the  doctrines  of  which  he  was 
accused,  to  send  to  Rome  a  report  of  the  examination,  and  keep 
him  in  chains  until  the  Pope's  pleasure  was  made  known.  In 
case  they  should  be  unable  to  carry  out  these  instructions,  the 
third  bull  instructed  them  to  summon  Wyclif  to  appear  in  the 
Papal  Court  for  judgment  within  three  months.  A  fifth  buU 
was  addressed  to  the  King,  praying  him  to  facilitate  the  execu- 
tion of  the  others.^ 

The  bulls  do  not  seem  to  have  met  with  an  eager  welcome. 
The  Bishops  were  probably  disheartened  by  their  recent  failure, 
and  saw  that  the  times  were  unpropitious,  for  the  King  was  on 
his  death-bed  and  Lancaster  was  the  chief  power  in  the  State,* 
so  they  lay  by  for  awhile  and  made  no  attempt  to  execute  their 
commission.  True,  soon  after  Richard's  coronation,  Lancaster 
withdrew  from  public  life  for  a  short  period ;  but  the  government 
was  'not  more  favourable  to  Rome  than  before.  At  this  very 
time,  when  Wyclif  was  under  the  shadow  of  the  papal  con- 
demnation, the  Great  Council  asked  for  his  judgment  on  the 
question  whether  they  could  rightly  refuse  to  allow  money  to 
be  carried  out  of  the  realm  in  spite  of  the  Pope's  demands.    His 

1  Unde  epucopufl  Roffensis  dixit  mihi  in  publico  parliamento  stomachando  spiiitu, 
qnod  conclusiones  meee  smit  dampnatse,  aicut  testificatam  est  sibi  de  curia  per  Iiistru- 
mentum  notarii.~De  Eoclesia,  c.  15 ;  quoted  by  Lecbler,  i.  332. 

>  The  bulls  are  in  Walsingham,  i.  345,  and  Chron.  An^lisB,  174. 

*  The  bulls  were  dated  May  22nd.    Edward  III.  died  June  21. 
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answer  is  uncompromising.^  He  does  not  merely  allow  that 
they  may  refuse^  he  insists  that  they  are  bound  to  do  so.  As 
to  the  dangers  attending  such  a  course^  it  is  not  likely,  he 
says,  that  the  Pope  will  lay  an  interdict  on  England ;  and 
"  even  if  the  disciple  of  Antichrist  should  break  forth  into 
such  madness,  one  comfort  is  that  such  pretended  censures 
are  not  binding  before  God/'*  He  goes  on  to  urge  that 
the  superfluous  wealth  of  the  clergy  should  be  withdrawn 
from  them,  and  what  is  left  so  used  as  to  establish  true 
peace  in  the  Church.  This  indirect  challenge  was  bold 
enough ;  and  soon  afterwards,  at  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
Wyclif  laid  before  it  a  pamphlet  in  which  he  enumerated 
the  charges  brought  against  him,  and  defended  himself  on 
each.'  To  the  public  he  appealed  in  another  tract,  written 
anonymously,  specially  directed  against  the  validity  of  un- 
just excommunication,  which  if  allowed,  he  says,  would  set 
the  Pope  above  God,  and  ruin  the  Christian  Church.*  Seven 
months  after  the  date  of  the  bulls  the  Commissaries  plucked  up 
courage  to  proceed.  On  December  18th  they  sent  down  a  letter 
to  the  University,  inclosing  the  Pope's  bulls,  and  ordering  their 
execution.  The  University  was  to  gather  all  possible  informa- 
tion concerning  the  conclusions  and  send  it  on  to  the  Bishops, 
while  Wyclif  was  to  be  cited  to  appear  before  them  after  thirty 
days.^  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the  letter,  a  congregation 
was  held  to  consider  what  course  should  be  taken.  Wyclif  and 
his  friends  maintained  that  to  imprison  him  at  the  Pope's 
request  would  be  to  allow  the  Pope's  rule  in  England.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  was  generally  felt  that  the  papal  command  could 
not  be  entirely  disregarded,  and  the  yice-Chancellor  (a  monk) 

>  Printed  in  Pasc.  Ziz.  p.  268. 

'  Sed  Bupposito  aaod  Anticliristi  discipnlns  proimnpet  in  tantam  vesaniam,  unnm 
Bolamen  est  quod  tales  praetensas  censurse  non  obligant  quoad  Deum. — F.Z.  266.  This 
is  a  reafSrmation  of  the  doctrines  condemned  in  Conclusions  Kos.  8,  16. 

>  Fasc.  Ziz.  246. 

*  De  Condemnatione  XIX  Conclusionum.  —  Fas.  Ziz.  481,  etc.  To  these  tracts  of 
defence  and  counter  attack  we  may  add  one  on  the  oath  taken  by  the  Papal  Collector 
in  1372  (see  abore,  p.  viii),  where  Wyclif  ur^  that  the  CoUector  should  be  looked 
after  more  strictly  and  made  to  keep  his  oath.  We  cannot  fix  an  exact  date  to  this 
txact,  but  it  belongs  to  the  beginning  of  Bichard's  reign.   Printed  in  Lechler,  ii.  676. 

*  The  letter  is  in  Lewis,  Appendix  No.  17,  p.  314. 
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ordered  WycHf  to  remain  a  prisoner  in  Black  Hall.^  The  con- 
clusions were  then  submitted  to  the  regent  masters  in  Theology, 
and  these  gave  in  their  opinions  to  the  Chancellor,  who  deter- 
mined on  their  behalf  that  the  conclusions  were  true,  but  likely 
to  cause  scandal.^  The  writer  to  whom  we  owe  this  account 
goes  on  to  say  that  Wyclif  proved  the  truth  of  the  conclusions 
before  the  Archbishop  and  the  Bishop  of  London,  who  requested 
him  to  cease  from  discussing  the  subject  of  them.'  We  may 
doubt  whether  his  unaided  arguments  would  have  been  so  con- 
vincing, but  he  was  strongly  supported.  The  London  populace, 
which  had  now  rallied  to  his  support,  broke  into  the  chapel  at 
Lambeth  and  interrupted  the  proceedings.  What  was  of  far 
more  weight,  the  Princess  Joan  sent  a  message  forbidding  any 
decision  against  Wyclif,  which  struck  such  terror  into  the 
Bishops  that  they  became  as  a  man  that  heareth  not,  and  in 
whose  mouth  are  no  reproofs.^  And,  as  if  this  interference  had 
not  sufficiently  indicated  the  leanings  of  the  Court,  the  Vice- 
Chancellor  of  Oxford  was  called  to  account  for  his  partial 
obedience  to  the  Pope's  commands,  was  thrown  into  prison 
for  a  time,  and  compelled  to  resign  his  office.^  Soon  after- 
wards the  Pope  died,  and  no  further  action  was  taken  upon 
the  bulls. 

It  may  be  supposed  that  Wyclif  was  not  cowe^  by  this  prose- 
cution. He  drew  up  a  summary  of  his  opinions  in  thirty-three 
conclusions,  which  he  circulated  in  Latin  and  English,  and 
which  were  in  some  way  forwarded  to  the  Boman  Court. 
Yet  he  had  to  be  careful  for  his  personal  safety,  and  did  not 
appear  when  cited  again,  for  he  had  been  told  that  the  Arch- 
bishop had  applied  to  him  the  text,  *'  a  little  while  and  ye  shall 
see  him,  and  again  a  little  while  and  ye  shall  not  see  him.'' 
He  adds  that  many  are  taught  (he  knows  not  by  whom)  that  it 

1  The  impruonment  was  evidently  merely  formal,  and  it  seems  likely  that  Wvclif 
lodged  at  Black  Hall.  There  may  nare  been  two  Halls  of  that  name,  as  in  Mnn. 
Acad.  (p.  240)  we  find  mention  of  a  '<  little  Black  Hall." 

'  £as  veins  esse  sed  male  sonare  in  anribns  auditonmi. — Euloginm  Historiarum 
(oontinnation),  iii.  347. 

*  The  paper  presented  in  his  defence  is  in  Chron.  AnglifB,  184,  Wals.  i.  367. 

*  Chion.  An^iffi,  183.    Wals.  i.  356. 
s  Euloginm  Historiarum,  iii.  348. 
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would  be  a  work  of  charity  to  put  him  out  of  the  way  by 
burning  or  otherwise.^ 

A  novel  ferment  was  now  introduced  into  Wyclif's  active 
mind.  Urban  VI.  had  been  Pope  only  a  few  months  when  the 
Cardinals,  alienated  by  his  fierce  temper  and  desirous  to  return 
to  Avignon,  elected  an  Antipope,  Clement  VII.  The  rivals  at 
once  began  to  contend  by  force  of  arms  for  the  spiritual  father- 
hood of  Christendom.  Each  proclaimed  a  crusade,  o£fering 
unheard-of  indulgences  to  all  who  supported  him,  and  pardon- 
mongers  spread  abroad  through  Europe,  vaunting  their  wares 
with  a  cynicism  unsurpassed  by  Tetzel.^  No  wonder  that 
Wyclif  was  deeply  moved,  and  that  we  may  now  mark  a  new 
departure  in  his  teaching.  Hitherto,  however  severely  he  spoke 
of  the  Pope  and  the  Curia,  he  had  acknowledged  the  primacy  of 
the  Boman  See ;  now  he  began  to  proclaim  that  the  Church 
would  be  better  without  a  Pope.  Nor  is  the  change  in  him 
confined  to  an  alteration  in  his  views  as  to  the  constitution  of 
the  Church.  Hitherto  we  have  seen  him  mixed  up  with  practical 
politics,  taking  part  in  them  from  the  ecclesiastical  side  and  for 
religious  purposes,  but  as  councillor  or  pamphleteer  urging,  sup- 
porting or  defending  the  policy  carried  out  by  lay  statesmen. 
Henceforth  he  withdraws  into  the  purely  religious  domain, 
and  contents  himself  with  striving  by  personal  influence  and 
writing  to  purge  the  Church  of  abuses,  and  induce  his  country- 
men to  purer  and  more  spiritual  views  of  religion.  We  must 
not,  however,  exaggerate  the  change  in  him,  which  was  prob- 
ably unconscious.  In  relating  the  middle  period  of  Wyclif's 
life,  the  biographer  necessarily  dwells  on  the  moments  when  his 
subject  comes  out  into  full  light  and  shows  himself  engaged  in 
action,  and  passes  over  the  unrecorded  private  life,  and  that 
quiet  work  of  influencing  friends  and  disciples,  which  may  have 
been  the  most  important  of  activities.  In  the  lives  of  most  men 
of  letters  the  years  are  marked  by  the  succession  of  books,  but 

>  See  the  qaotation  from  the  De  Yeritate  Sanctee  ScnptorSB  in  Faac.  Ziz.  xxxiv. 

*  Bicebatiur  enim  quod  quidam  de  CommiBsariis  suis  asserebant  quod  ad  eorum 
pneoeptum  angeli  de  cselo  dmcenderent  et  animaB  in  pui|»itoriia  locis  positas  de  pcenis 
eriperent  et  m.  cceloB  absque  mora  deducerent. — Kni^ton,  2671.  Compare  the 
acooimt  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Cardinal  of  St.  Ptaxed. — Wals.  i.  452. 
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xvi  wyclif's  poor  prieots. 

although  the  mass  of  Wyclif 's  work  shows  that  his  literary  pro- 
duction was  unceasing,  we  are  still  unacquainted  with  the  details 
of  it.  We  cannot  date  with  certainty  any  of  his  books  written 
before  1378,  and  until  his  works  are  printed  we  cannot  hope  to 
range  them  even  approximately  in  order,  or  to  trace  their  rela- 
tion to  his  active  life.  But  in  spite  of  all  difficulty  as  to  dates, 
we  cannot  doubt  that  by  this  time  he  had  set  his  hand  to  two 
great  tasks  of  a  purely  religious  character — the  training  of  his 
poor  priests,  and  the  translation  of  the  Bible. 

Wyclif 's  aim  in  instituting  the  poor  priests  was  to  supply  the 
defects  of  the  existing  parsons,  who  too  often,  after  collecting 
their  tithes  and  dues,  held  the  saying  of  services  to  be  their  only 
duty,  and  left  their  flock  without  preaching  or  spiritual  instruc- 
tion. The  want  had  long  been  felt,  and  the  mendicant  orders 
were  founded  in  the  attempt  to  meet  it.  Preaching  had  been 
the  distinctive  work  of  the  Dominicans,  while  the  Franciscans 
had  settled  in  the  worst  and  most  neglected  parts  of  the  towns 
and  had  laboured  assiduously  among  the  poor.  But  societies 
which  lived  by  begging  were  always  tempted  to  win  popular 
favour  in  unworthy  ways,  and  before  the  end  of  the  fourteenth 
century  the  friars  had  won  an  unenviable  reputation,  which 
may  be  read  in  every  story-book  or  satire  of  the  time.  The 
task  that  they  had  failed  in  was  yet  to  be  done,  and  Wyclif 
tried  to  train  men  to  do  it.  "  To  be  poor  without  mendicancy," 
says  Dr.  Shirley,  "  to  combine  the  flexible  unity,  the  swift 
obedience  of  an  order,  with  free  and  constant  mingling  among 
the  poor,  such  was  the  ideal  of  Wyclif 's  simple  priests."  '  And 
he  goes  on  to  suggest  that,  if  Wyclif  had  died  before  his  denial 
of  transubstantiation,  **  his  name  might  have  come  down  to  us 
in  anotker  form,  and  miracles  have  been  wrought  at  the  tomb 
of  their  founder  by  the  brothers  preachers  of  St.  John  Wyclif." 
In  this  last  suggestion  Dr.  Shirley  scarcely  does  justice  to 
Wyclif 's  practical  insight.  The  tendency  of  all  human  things 
to  crystallize  into  set  forms  might  have  made  the  poor  priests 
into  an  order,  but  if  so  the  spirit  and  intention  of  their  founder 
would  have  been  lost.     No  formal  initiation,  no  irrevocable 

1  Fasc.  Ziz.  zL 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TRANSLATION   OP  THE  BIBLB.  XVll 

TOW,  indeed  no  vows  at  all,  seem  to  have  been  required  from 
these  disciples  of  his.  He  set  before  them  his  ideal  of  the 
Christian  ministry — voluntary  poverty  and  faithful  preaching — 
and  urged  them  to  act  upon  it.  Their  itinerancy  was  but  an 
accident  of  the  time,  a  means  of  meeting  the  difEculties  that 
they  were  to  encounter ;  ^  and  to  bind  them  by  vows  or  special 
obeervances  would  have  been  directly  contrary  to  the  freedom 
of  the  gospel  as  Wyclif  preached  it.  It  must  be  noticed  that 
Wyclif 's  views  on  this  point  are  quite  as  important  from  the 
practical  side  as  from  the  ideal.  If  you  look  upon  an  order  or 
a  rul&  of  life  as  higher  and  more  holy  than  others,  you  will 
naturally  wish  to  attract  men  to  it,  and  dread  to  injure  them  by 
exclusion;  you  will  attempt  to  fortify  them  by  vows  and  all 
other  safeguards  against  falling  back  into  a  lower  state ;  and  in 
consequence  you  will  be  burdened  with  a  number  of  adherents 
who  have  no  real  vocation,  and  are  constantly  seeking  to  adapt 
the  rule  to  their  requirements,  instead  of  trying  to  live  up  to 
it.*  Wyclif  had  before  him  the  history  of  all  the  religious  orders 
as  a  warning  against  this  danger,  and  he  seems  specially  to 
have  shunned  this  rock  which  had  been  so  fatal  to  them.'  I 
take  it  that  in  the  poor  priests  we  are  not  to  see  the  attempted 
foundation  of  a  new  order,  but  an  e£fort  to  excite  and  utilize  the 
energies  of  individuals  who  had  come  under  Wyclif's  influence. 
Of  bis  other  religious  task,  the  translation  of  the  Bible,  I 
need  say  little;  its  consequence  to  English  religion  and  the 
English  tongue  is  generally  recognized.  We  have  but  to  look 
at  the  long  list  of  MSS.  given  at  the  beginning  of  Forshall  and 
Madden's  great  edition,^  and  to  remember  that  these  are  but 

1  See  the  tract,  Why  poor  priests  have  no  benefice,  No.  XYI.,  especially  the  close, 
md  the  De  Officio  PastoraU,  No.  XXVII. 

'  "  And  yu  ia  A  gret  disceit  of  pe  fend  under  colour  of  perfeccion  and  chastite. 
For  he  stireb  men  to  hei^e  poyntis  of  perfeccion  when  he  knowiJ>  or  supposi^  hem 
nnEbte."— 8.  E.  W.  iii.  190. 

3  «<  It  is  licl^  pfkt  Cristis  preestis,  ])at  stooden  til  bat  monkes  comen,  tumeden  to 
myche  fro  Cristis  lawe  and  monkes  lyreden  J^an  wel  oeter.  But  J^es  monkes  stoden 
awhile,  and  tomeden  sonner  to  coveitise ;  and  aftur  monkes  camen  J^es  chanouns ; 
and  after  chanonns  camen  hens.  And  so  greet  defaute  was  in  prestis  bifore  ]>at  >es 
newe  ordris  camen  in.  Bnt  as  pea  newe  ordris  changen  in  clo)>is,  in  bokis,  wib  o}>er 
litis,  so  pei  yaiien  in  Goddis  office  fro  ]>at  put  Crist  bad  his  preestis  do.'' — ^The  Choxch 
and  Her  Members,  S.  £.  W.  iii.  345. 

*  There  are  170  nnmbers. 
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the  gleanings,  after  time,  neglect,  and  the  zeal  of  the  inquisitor 
have  gathered  in  their  harvests,  and  we  see  how  widely  the 
translation  was  disseminated ;  how  eagerly  men  caught  at  the 
opportunity  of  reading  the  Bible  in  their  mother-tongue. 

These  labours,  even  without  the  further  evidence  supplied  by 
his  books,  are  enough  to  show  that  when  most  engaged  in  politics 
Wyclif 's  aim  was  religious  reform,  and  that  he  was  not  merely  an 
ecclesiastical  agitator.  Many  causes  may  have  combined  to 
withdraw  him  from  the  political  arena.  Dr.  Shirley  suggests 
that  IJrban's  removal  from  Avignon,  and  still  more  his  quarrel 
with  the  King  of  France,  had  restored  the  popularity  of  the 
Papacy,  and  that  Wyclif  was  no  longer  supported  against  Rome 
by  the  national  feeling ;  but  the  strong  petition  against  provi- 
sions and  Urban's  abuse  of  them  in  the  parliament  of  January, 
1380,^  shows  that  the  English  jealousy  of  the  Curia  was  not 
overpast.  Probably  as  Wyclif  became  more  and  more  involved 
in  theological  controversies,  his  eagerness  as  to  public  affitirs 
decreased ;  while  the  passions  which  he  had  roused  against  him 
made  him  less  valuable  as  an  ally  or  an  agent.  We  shall 
presently  see  cause  to  believe  that  he  had  not  forfeited  the 
favour  of  his  powerful  protectors. 

The  immediate  effect  of  the  Great  Schism,  and  the  quarrels 
which  accompanied  it,  was  to  bring  Wyclif  into  undisguised 
opposition  to  the  Papacy  as  an  institution;  and  once  fairly 
started  in  his  campaign,  he  directed  his  assault  against  the 
whole  line  of  the  Church  system  then  existing.  The  luxurious 
and  worldly  lives  of  monks  and  prelates;  the  prevalence  of 
unworthy  influence  and  simony  in  the  presentation  to  benefices ; 
the  gross  abuses  of  the  bishops'  and  archdeacons'  courts,  especi- 
ally the  practice  of  exacting  fines  for  incontinence  and  other 
sins  instead  of  requiring  amendment ;  all  these  gave  wide  scope 
for  denunciation.  Even  the  most  orthodox  reckoned  such  things 
wrong,  and  men  who  were  canonized  saints  had  inveighed  against 
them  as  bitterly  as  Wyclif;  but  there  was  this  novelty  in  his 
method  that,  instead  of  laying  all  blame  on  individuals,  he 
looked  for  the  root  of  the  evil  in  the  authorized  constitution  and 

1  Rot  Pari.  iii.  82. 
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practices  of  the  Church.  Thus  when  he  attacked  the  luxury  of 
the  prelates,  he  did  not  content  himself  with  lamenting  that  his 
contemporaries  had  fallen  so  far  from  the  apostolic  standard,  but 
denounced  the  principle  of  endowment,  introduced  as  he  be- 
lieved by  Constantino,  and  urged  the  rulers  of  the  State  to  take 
away  the  riches  which  corrupted  the  Church.  He  found  another 
weapon  against  the  dominant  hierarchy  in  appealing  to  the  pros- 
byterian  constitution  of  the  primitive  Church,  in  which  bishops 
and  priests  were  the  same.^  The  bishops,  he  says,  have  reserved 
to  themselves  confirmation,  ordination,  and  the  consecration  of 
places,  but  such  reservations  hinder  and  do  not  profit  the  Church.' 
Against  the  grossly  superstitious  customs  of  the  day  Wyclif 's 
method  was  the  same.  The  root  of  almost  all  these  was  a  belief 
in  the  unlimited  effect  of  the  priest's  absolution,  and  in  the 
power  of  the  Church  to  grant  indulgences.  Without  this  the 
pardon-mongers  would  have  gone  away  empty;  the  shrines 
would  have  remained  unvisited ;  no  throng  of  pilgrims  would 
have  poured  money  into  the  Roman  treasury;  no  gold  and 
jewels  would  have  been  lavished  at  Walsingham  and  Canter« 
bury.  Wyclif  declared  that  only  true  penitence  and  confession  to 
God  were  needed  to  gain  his  pardon,  and  that  the  enforcement 
of  private  confession  was  a  mischievous  practice  of  late  intro- 
duction. He  scorned  as  a  fiction  the  doctrine  of  saints'  merits 
laid  up  in  reserve  at  the  disposal  of  the  Pope.^    All  merit,  he 

1  Sed  imimi  andacter  aMero,  quod  in  primitiTa  eccleda  ut  tempore  Panli  suffecenmt 
duo  ordines  dericomm  scilicet  saoeidos  atque  diaconus.   Secundo  dico  qnod  in  tempore 

apoertoli  fait  idem  presbyter  atque  efjiBcopos tunc  enim  non  fuit  adinventa 

&tinctio  papsB  et  cardinalium,  patnarcharum  et  archiepiscoporum,  episcoi>onmi  et 
archidiaconoram,  officialium  et  aecanorum  cum  ceteris  omciariis  et  reugionibus  pri- 
▼atia  quorum  non  est  numerus  neque  ordo. — Trial,  lib.  iv.  cap.  15,  p.  296. 

*  Itaqne  omnes  operaciones  concementes  sacerdotes  cesarios,  in  Quantum  tales,  non 
proficiunt  directe  aa  beatitudinem,  sed  impediunt  vel  retaidant.  £t  ita  est  de  tribus 
dignitatibus  sive  officiis  que  episcopus  sibi  senrat ;  que  sunt  juvenum  confirmacio, 
derieorom  ordinado  et  locorum  consecracio. — Dialogus,  c.  24,  MS.  Ashbumham,  1 11^. 

*  And  so  ^18  fonned  fanta«ye  of  spiritual  tresour  in  hevene,  )rat  eche  pope  is  maad 
dispensonr  of  ^is  tresour  at  his  owne  will,  j^is  is  a  li}t  word,  diemed  wi]70uten  ground. 
Forbanne  ech  pope  schulde  be  lord  of  }>is  hevenly  tresour,  and  so  he  schulde  m  lord 
of  Crist  and  o^ere  seyntis  in  heyene,  }e,  jif  he  were  a  fend,  as  was  Judas  Schariot. 
Lovd  !  whi  schulde  God  of  herene  make  ]>is  fend  such  a  lord  ?  sij;  it  is  propre  unto 
God  to  dele  such  meritis,  and  aUe  mentis  )rat  be>  in  hevene  be>  fully  rewarded,  so 

rt  none  is  ydil,  but  nedlyche  mut  be  do.— -De  Fontificum  Bomanorum  Schismate, 
B.W.iiL282. 
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says,  is  in  the  hands  of  God,  who  keeps  to  himself  the  distribu- 
tion of  it.  Not  only  so,  but  the  Pope  cannot  know  the  real 
state  of  a  man,  and  may  grant  pardon  to  one  who  is  in  mortal 
sin,  and  unable  to  profit  by  the  gift.^  "With  indulgences  went  all 
the  cognate  practices :  letters  of  fraternity,  special  prayers, 
masses  for  particular  souls.  That  these  things  were  widely 
abused  was  evident  to  all,  and  many  a  parish  priest  and  prelate 
would  have  been  glad  to  see  some  check  placed  upon  the  friars, 
who  were  the  worst  offenders.  The  evils  might  have  been 
partially  restrained  by  stricter  discipline  and  the  withdrawal  of 
exemptions;  but  they  could  be  ended  only  by  uprooting  the 
doctrines  of  which  they  were  the  outgrowth.  Wyclif  seems  to 
have  grasped  this  fact,  and  to  have  worked  more  strenuously 
against  the  various  forms  of  indulgence  and  assigned  merit 
than  against  any  other  tenets  of  the  Church.  His  sagacity  was 
vindicated  when,  after  a  century  and  a  half,  during  which  the 
orthodox  reformers  had  proved  their  impotence,  Luther  selected 
the  same  point  for  his  first  and  deadliest  assault.     . 

It  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  the  minor  points  in  which 
Wyclif  departed  from  Church  tradition,  and  we  may  pass  on  to 
the  great  development  which  marked  his  last  years — his  attack 
on  the  doctrine  of  Transubstantiation.  Here  he  was  upon  new 
and  dangerous  ground.  Hitherto  he  had  been  able  to  appeal 
to  the  moral  sense  of  the  laity,  and  had  sometimes  been  sup- 
ported by  their  prejudices  and  passions.  They  might  care  little 
for  the  doctrine  of  Dominion  in  its  scholastic  form,  but  they 
welcomed  eagerly  the  bold  assailant  of  the  outrageous  claims 
and  exactions  of  the  Papacy ;  and  this  all  the  more  when  the 
Pope  was  French  and  an  enemy.  The  magnificence  and  world- 
liness  of  the  prelates,  the  extortions  and  abuses  of  the  ecclesi- 
astical courts,  evidently  wanted  reform,  and  there  was  no  need 
to  look  closely  into  the  grounds  on  which  reform  was  urged. 
Even  when  Wyclif  ventured  into  a  more  dogmatic  region ;  when 
he  questioned  the  priestly  power  of  absolution  and  the  Pope's 

^  Nee  indulgenciis  debemns  credere,  sicut  nee  papa  vel  sua  curia,  cum  nescit  si  ista 
persona  cui  concedit  dictam  indnlgenciam  sit  dampnanda;  sicnt  nee  scit  si  sit  Toluntatia 
dei  concedere  quod  ipse  annoit  sic  in  bnllis. — Dialogos,  c.  13,  MS.  Ashb.  If.  1036. 
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authority  in  purgatory ;  when  he  struck  at  indulgences,  special 
masses,  and  the  numberless  devices  for  making  money  do  the 
work  of  goodness  and  setting  future  blessedness  up  to  sale,  he 
had  still  on  his  side  the  spiritual  instincts  of  his  audience ;  he 
was  in  many  cases  censuring  abuses  which  were  against  the 
authoritative  teaching  of  the  Church,  although  supported  by 
almost  all  her  officers. 

In  the  campaign  on  whicli  he  now  entered  no  such  appeal  to 
the  interests  of  morality  could  serve  his  turn.  The  doctrine 
which  he  impugned  was  the  result  of  a  constant  and  instinctive 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  Christian  Church  to  heighten  the 
dignity  of  its  central  act  of  worship,  combined  with  an  un- 
shrinking intellectual  analysis.  It  had  been,  the  business  of 
the  schoolmen  to  find  a  rational  and  logical  theory  corresponding 
to  the  highest  utterances  of  mystical  devotion.  The  popular 
mind,  intolerant  of  subtleties,  knew  nothing  of  substance  or  acci- 
dents, and  when  Wyclif  raised  a  question  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
consecrated  bread,  his  opponents  accused  him  of  denying  Christ's 
presence  in  the  host,  while  his  followers  fancied  that  they  settled 
the  question  by  saying  that  any  one  could  see  the  host  was  bread, 
and  the  very  mice  knew  it  for  such.^ 

This  simple  appeal  to  the  senses  may  have  attracted  some 
partisans,  but  the  publication  of  novel  ideas  on  such  a  point 
was  certain  to  give  offence  to  many  devout  persons,  who  felt  as 
if  the  dignity  of  the  sacrament  was  attacked.  One  is  naturally 
led  to  ask  what  motives  impelled  Wyclif  to  this  course,  and  the 
inquiry  is  of  equal  interest  whether  he  be  regarded  as  an  earnest 
reformer  or  a  hunter  after  popular  favour.  Perhaps  the  simplest 
and  most  direct  way  of  getting  at  the  truth  is  to  take  his  own 
account  of  the  matter  :  '^  Of  all  heresies  that  have  ever  sprung 
up  in  the  Church,  I  think  none  was  ever  more  cunningly  brought 
in  by  hypocrites  or  cheats  the  people  in  more  ways  than  this ; 
for  it  robs  the  people,  it  makes  them  commit  idolatry,  it  denies 
the  faith  of  Scripture,  and  in  consequence  by  unbelief  provokes 

^  Wyclif  himfielf  throws  this  as  a  taimt  against  his  opponents,  **  Mnres  antem 
habent  serTatam  notitiam  de  panis  substantia  sicnt  piimo,  sed  istU  infidelibns  istod 
dent,  etc"— Tzial.  iT.  5,  p.  260. 
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the  Truth  in  many  ways  to  anger."  ^  This  vehement  denunci- 
ation, when  translated  into  plain  fact,  seems  to  mean  that  the 
current  doctrine  led  the  people  into  an  excessive  and  supersti- 
tious reverence  for  the  elements  of  the  Sacrament,  and  that  this 
superstition  was  made  the  means  of  increasing  the  power  and 
gain  of  the  priesthood.  It  may  be  supposed  that  this  is  only 
the  moral  colouring  which  a  controversialist  tries  to  throw  over 
a  cause  adopted  for  other  and  lower  reasons.  The  decision  on 
this  point  must  depend  on  the  bias  of  the  judge ;  but  in  support 
of  Wyclif 's  statement  it  may  be  noted  that  his  opponent  Tys- 
sington  allows  that  the  language  used  by  controversialists 
might,  if  spoken  before  the  people,  lead  them  to  heathenish 
notions.*  I  believe  that  if  we  look  back  to  Wyclif *s  earlier 
utterances  on  this  subject,  made  before  he  had  come  into  colli- 
sion with  the  orthodox  opinion,  we  may  trace  the  gradual  de- 
velopment which  led  him  to  heresy.  In  a  sermon  preached,  I 
believe,  in  1367,  he  speaks  of  various  errors  relating  to  the  host, 
and  goes  on :  ''  It  seems  enough  for  the  Christian  to  believe  that 
the  body  of  Christ  is  in  some  spiritual  and  sacramental  manner 
at  every  point  of  the  consecrated  host,  and  that  next  after  God 
honour  is  to  be  chiefly  rendered  to  that  body,  and  in  the  third 
place  to  that  sensible  sacrament,  as  to  an  image  or  tomb  of 
Christ."  *  This  passage,  as  indeed  the  whole  of  the  sermon  in 
which  it  occurs,  shows  a  disposition  to  dwell  upon  the  spiritual 
side  in  preference  to  the  logical  or  dogmatic  account  of  the  Sacra- 
ment. Such  a  disposition,  not  in  itself  incompatible  with  ortho- 
doxy, was  likely  to  be  strengthened  in  him  by  a  philosophical 

1  Trialogos,  It.  2,  p.  248. 

*  "  Non  tamen  Tidgariter  et  coram  laicis  conceditur  commimiter  videri  ant  sentiri, 
nisi  cum  hac  determinatione  in  forma  et  specie  panis ;  ne  populns jpronus  ad  idolatriam, 
nesciens  distinguere  inter  sensibUe  in  se  et  sensibile  in  alio,  credat  speciem  panis,  aut 
aliud  quod  immediate  et  in  se  sentitur,  esse  corpus  Christi ;  et  sic,  ut  dictum  est, 
turpiter  paganizent." — Fasc.  Ziz.  173. 

*  Multi  ex  dicto  isto  capiunt  occasionem  erroris,  putantes  bii  quod  panis  est  corpus 
Christi,  Itui  quod  panis  ftet  et  est  corpus  Christi,  hii  quod  panis  convertetur  in  corpus 
Christi  per  desicionem  (sic)  panis  secundum  quamlibet  ejus  purtem,  et  sic  de  multis 
ficticiis  ex  quibus  infideles  despiciunt  fidem  nostram.  Yidetur  igitur  satis  esse 
Christiano  credere  (^uod  corpus  Christi  sit  quodam  modo  spirituali  [etj sacramentali  ad 
omne  punctum  hostie  consecrate,  et  quod  illi  coipori  sit  post  deo  nonor  principaliter 
tribuendus,  et  tercio  loco  illi  sacramento  sensibili  tanquam  ymagini  yel  sepulcro 
Christi. —Early  Sermons,  No.  XX.  MS.  Lambeth,  23. 
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difficolty  in  satisfying  himself  as  to  any  theory  of  transubstanti- 
ation.  On  this  point  there  is  a  connexion  between  his  earliest 
and  latest  doctrines,  which  seems  hitherto  to  have  escaped  the 
notice  of  his  biographers.  In  one  of  his  early  works,  *  De  Ente,' 
a  treatise  of  350  closely- written  folio  pages,  the  last  four  chapters 
bear  the  sub-title  'De  Adnichilacione,'  and  are  devoted  to 
proving  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  God  (i.e.  is  not  in  accord- 
ance with  his  nature)  to  annihilate  anything.^  Here,  however, 
the  orthodox  doctrine  of  the  Host  has  to  be  dealt  with  as  an 
exception.  If,  as  was  generally  held,  the  substance  of  the 
bread  ceased  to  be  at  consecration,  annihilation  was  taking  place 
daily,  and  the  denial  of  it  was  an  open  heresy.  For  a  time 
Wyclif  got  over  the  difficulty  by  saying  that  "  the  substance  of 
the  bread  is  not  annihilated,  since  its  accidents  remain,  although 
it  is  changed  as  to  its  whole  form."  ^  Such  subtle  distinctions 
were  not  likely  to  disarm  his  adversaries,^  or  to  continue  to 
satisfy  his  own  inquisitive  and  logical  mind.  A  curious  account 
of  the  changes  in  his  opinions  is  given  by  his  opponent  Wood- 
ford, writing  after  his  death  :  "  While  the  said  Master  John," 
he  says,  ''  was  a  sententiary^  at  Oxford,  and  even  a  responding 
bachelor,^  he  held  publicly  and  in  the  schools  that,  although  the 
sacramental  accidents  were  in  a  subject,  yet  that  the  bread 
ceased  to -exist  at  consecration.  And  being  much  questioned 
as  to  what  was  the  subject  of  those  accidents,  for  a  considerable 
time  he  replied  that  it  was  a  mathematical  body.  Afterwards, 
when  this  position  had  been  much  argued  against,  he  answered 
that  he  did  not  know  what  the  subject  of  the  accidents  wsis,  yet 
he  asserted  clearly  that  they  had  a  subject.     Ifow  in  these 

^  I  haye  tried  to  read  these  four  chapters,  hut  have  to  confess  that  the  double 
erabhedness  of  contractions  and  scholastic  reasoning  make  me  unable  to  follow  a  good 
deal  of  them.  Dr.  Shirley  has  given  some  quotations  firom  them  in  the  preface  to  the 
Fasciculi  Zisaniomm. 

*  Substantia  panis  in  eucharistia  non  annihilatur,  propter  remanentiam  accidentium 
licet  ipsa  cormmpator  secundum  totam  formam. — F.  Z.  Ivii. 

'  Among  a  list  of  heresies  "  quas  piimo  jactayit  in  aera  "  is  **  Quod  Dens  non  potest 
annihilare  creatnram.' ' — F.  Z.  2.  Dr.-  Shirley  says  that  this  doctrine  had  been  actually 
condemned  by  Archbishop  Langham  (F.  Z.  xxvii) ;  but  he  quotes  no  authority,  and  I 
haTe  not  yet  met  with  the  statement  elsewhere. 

*•  A  student  who  had  reached  the  period  when  he  might  lecture  on  the  sentences, 
after  which  he  might  take  his  degree  of  B.D. 

*  A  B.D.  of  two  years'  standing. 
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XXIV        DATE  OF  THE   ATTACK   ON   TRANSUBSTANTIATION. 

articles  and  in  his  confession  he  lays  down  expressly  that  the 
bread  remains  after  consecration  and  is  the  subject  of  the  acci- 
dents/' ^  This  account  is  no  doubt  substantially  correct.  Wood- 
ford's view  of  Wyclif  is  that  of  a  heretic  cunningly  preparing 
his  way  and  gradually  increasing  in  audacity.  A  more  sympa- 
thetic observer  will  see  in  the  same  facts  the  signs  of  a  gradual 
and  irresistible  change,  due  to  logical  necessities  which  he 
shunned  facing  as  long  as  possible.  Had  he  been  a  solitary 
student  he  might  have  shunned  them  all  his  life ;  but,  exposed 
to  the  conflict  of  the  Schools,  he  was  driven  to  find  an  expla- 
nation, and  was  too  honest  to  maintain  any  which  did  not  satisfy 
his  own  mind*  When  pressed  he  could  not  but  see  that  to 
speak  of  a  mathematical  body  as  a  substance  was  a  scholastic 
figment ;  and  not  less  artificial  was  the  explanation  that  the 
substance  in  which  the  accidents  of  the  host  existed  was  a  quality 
or  a  quantity.'  Arrived  so  far,  the  next  step  was  to  fall  back 
on  the  language  of  the  Bible,  and  assert  that  since  the  bread 
was  said  to  be  Christ's  body,  the  host  was  both  bread  and  the 
body  of  Christ.  This,  however,  was  but  the  original  statement 
of  which  the  Church  dogma  was  the  explanation ;  the  inevitable 
question  was  haw  the  host  could  be  both  at  once.  Wyclif 's 
reply  came  in  short  to  this,  that  the  presence  was  sacramental ; 
that  in  some  special  way,  which  he  could  not  define  but  which 
was  not  dimensional  or  corporal,  Christ  was  present  according 
to  his  promise.  He  threw  on  his  opponents  the  charge  that 
they  denied  the  host  to  be  either  bread  or  Christ's  body.  Not 
bread,  for  its  substance  was  gone,  and  all  that  remained  was 
whiteness,  roundness,  etc. ;  not  Christ's  body,  for,  though  they 
said  that  the  body  was  at  every  point  of  the  consecrated  wafer, 
they  did  not  admit  that  it  was  the  wafer,  or  that  the  visible 
whiteness  and  roundness  were  accidents  of  the  body. 

It  seems  probable  that  Wyclif  began  to  maintain  these  views 
publicly  at  Oxford  in  1380.    He  was  at  this  time  in  the  thick  of 

*  F.  Z.  XT.  note  4. 

*  FratroB  antem  prudenciores  slutineiit  quod  ista  hoetia  oonsecrata  sit  nicliil  in  forma 
nichili.  Nichil  qnidem  est,  quia  vel  est  quantitas  ut  dicant  predicatores,  yel  qualitas 
nt  dicnnt  minores,  Tel  aggregado  ex  eudem. — De  Sennone Domini  in  Monte,  c.  29,  MS. 
T.C.C.  364rf. 
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PROCEEDINGS  AGiilNST   WYCLIP   AT  OXFORD.  XXV 

a  controversy  on  the  lawfulness  of  the  religious  orders,  on  sturdy 
begging,  and  on  the  duty  of  monks,  imposed  even  by  their  rule, 
to  labour  with  their  hands.^  Doubtless  his  opponents  were  glad 
to  draw  him  upon  ground  where  they  were  the  champions  of 
Church  doctrine  rather  than  of  their  own  practice.  He  soon 
formulated  his  opinions  and  committed  himself  to  three  conclu- 
sions,^ which  afterwards  formed  the  base  of  the  Archbishop's 
condemnation.  The  Chancellor  of  the  University,  William 
Berton,  was  an  old  adversary,'  and  seized  his  opportuaity.  He 
called  together  some  doctors  of  theology  and  civil  law,  who 
unanimously  condemned  the  novel  teaching  as  heretical,  and 
iasued  an  order  forbidding  any  one  to  maintain  these  assertions 
either  in  or  out  of  the  Schools.  The  condemnation  was  published 
in  the  School  of  the  Augustines  at  the  very  moment  when  Wyclif 
was  lecturing  in  support  of  his  theses.  He  declared  that  neither 
the  Chancellor  nor  any  of  those  in  league  with  him  could  alter 
his  opinion,  and  appealed  to  the  King.^  In  reply,  John  of  C^aunt 
came  down  to  Oxford  and  ordered  him  to  speak  no  more  on  the 
subject.  Wyclif,  instead  of  obeying,  issued  his  Confession,  in 
which  he  stated  his  position  clearly.*  The  University  was  in 
high  excitement  and  a  storm  of  pamphlets  followed. 

The  Chancellor  had  forwarded  a  copy  of  his  condemnation  to 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  doubtless  expecting  him  and  the 
Bishops  to  take  action  in  the  matter ;  but  in  little  more  than  a 
month  Sudbury's  head  was  struck  off  by  the  rebels  on  Tower 
Hill,  and  the  see  was  vacant  until  November.  Meanwhile  within 
the  University  the  controversy  took  a  turn  favourable  to  Wyclif. 
Probably  this  was  due  to  the  old-standing  jealousy  between  the 
Seculars  and  the  Religious.  The  quarrel,  as  we  have  seen,  began 
with  a  discussion  about  the  Orders,  and  the  activity  of  the 
Monks  and  Friars  may  have  driven  their  rivals  to  the  side  of 

>  Compare  the  account  of  controyeraies  in  F.  Z.  239-241  with  a  poem  printed  in 
Wriffht's  Political  Poems,  i.  253.    A  better  text  ii  given  by  Dr.  Lechler,  ii.  621. 

»  F.  Z.  106. 

»  F.  Z.  241. 

*  F.  Z.  1 14.  The  writer  blames  him  for  appealing  to  the  King  instead  of  to  <  *  wpe, 
bishop  or  ordinary.  *'  By  the  Statutes  of  the  Uniyersity  his  choice  lay  between  Kmg 
and  rope,  all  appeals  to  lower  anthoiities  being  forbidden. — Munimenta  Acad.  232. 

»  Printed  in  T.Z.  116. 
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XXVI  WYCLIFITE  PA.RTY  IN    POWEB  AT  OXFORD. 

WycHf.^  Moreover  Berton's  action  in  inviting  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Archbishop  may  have  roused  the  ready  jealousy 
of  episcopal  meddling.  From  these  or  other  motives  the 
elections  for  the  next  year  were  favourable  to  the  "WycHfite 
party,  and  returned  a  Chancellor  and  proctors  in  their 
interest. 

Things  were  not  going  so  well  outside,  at  least  among  the 
governing  classes,  who  found  much  to  perplex  them.  The 
itinerant  preachers  were  going  their  rounds  as  usual,  regardless 
of  the  Bishops'  prohibitions,  declaiming  against  the  friars,  who 
were  not  slow  to  reply.  The  people  threw  themselves  into  the 
quarrel,  and  every  sermon  was  an  occasion  for  debate  if  not  for 
actual  fighting.^  At  the  same  time  a  wave  of  reaction,  due  to 
the  rebellion  of  the  previous  year,  was  passing  through  the 
gentry,  leading  them  into  a  fierce  repression  of  disorder.  Still 
there  was  a  strong  body  among  the  Commons  who  charged  the 
late  disturbances  on  the  Friars, '  and  it  was  probably  in  reliance 
on  the  support  of  this  party  that  Wyclif  when  Parliament  met 
laid  before  it  seven  propositions.*  In  these  he  asserted  that  the 
King  did  not  owe  obedience  to  the  Pope,  that  money  ought  not 
to  be  sent  out  of  the  realm  to  Rome,  that  cardinals  and  others 
should  not  be  allowed  to  hold  benefices  without  rendering  due 
service,  and  that  it  was  the  King's  duty  to  confiscate  the 
temporals  of  delinquent  bishops  or  clerics.  Beyond  this  he 
maintained  tliat  since  Church  endowment  is  the  property  of 
the  poor,  it  might  be  used  for  State  needs  to  prevent  excessive 
taxation.  Lastly,  that  the  King  ought  not  to  employ  bishops 
or  curates  in  secular  work. 

^  Of  twelve  doctors  congulted  by  Berton,  six  were  friars  and  two  monks. 

*  Yix  aliqnis  eomm  prsedicaret,  quin  ad  pugnam  inter  se  audientes  proTOcarentnr, 
et  schismata  in  villlB  iierent. — F.  Z.  272.  So  too:  *'Hoc  anno  (1382)  fratnim 
elemosynee  subtrahuntur,  mendicantes  laborari  jnbentur,  prsDdicare  non  sinuntur, 
denariorum  prsedicatores  et  domorom  penetratores  Yocantur." — ^Eulogium  Hist,  (cont.) 
p.  365. 

>  See  the  letter  of  the  Mendicant  Orders  to  the  Duke  of  Lancaster. — F.  Z.  292. 
Jack  Straw  was  reported  to  have  confessed  that  the  rebels  meant  to  destroy  all  the  en- 
dowed clergy,  and  leave  only  the  friars  alive. —Wals.  ii.  10.  As  a  countercheck  to  this 
John  Ball  was  said  to  have  described  himself  as  a  disciple  of  Wyclif. — F.  Z.  273. 

^  **  Scribit  ad  dominos  et  magnates.*' — Wals.  ii.  61.  This  may  only  mean  that  the 
propositions  were  circulated  as  a  broadsheet  or  pamphlet  among  such  of  the  nobles 
and  gentry  as  were  incUned  to  the  Wydifites. 
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COUNCIL  AT  THE   BLACEFRIARS.  XZVll 

Sach  a  manifesto  was  sure  to  incense  the  orthodox  party,  and, 
if  we  may  believe  the  writer  of  the  Fasciculi,  the  Parliament 
pressed  the  Archbishop  to  make  an  end  of  these  heresies.^ 
Courtenay,  nothing  loath,  summoned  a  Council  to  deliberate 
upon  theiQ.  It  met  for  business  on  May  21st*  at  the 
Dominican  Convent  (which  stood  where  the  Times  Office  now 
is,  and  left  its  name  of  Blackfriars  to  the  neighbourhood), 
and  unanimously  condemned  24  conclusions  as  heretical  or 
erroneous.  Of  ten  denounced  as  heretical,  the  first  three 
relate  to  the  Eucharist,  the  remainder  to  Church  govern- 
ment or  endowment.  The  fourteen  classed  as  erroneous  deal 
with  the  power  of  prelates  to  excommunicate,  the  duty  of 
preaching,  and  the  uselessness  of  special  prayers  and  reli- 
gious orders.  It  will  be  seen  that,  as  far  as  doctrine  was 
concerned,  the  net  was  spread  wide;  since  all  the  leading 
opinions  for  which  Wyclif  was  notorious  are  enumerated 
and  condemned.  There  is  however  no  attack  on  him  by 
name. 

Meanwhile  his  supporters  were  busy  at  Oxford,  On  As- 
cension Day  (May  15)  Nicholas  Herford  preached  a  sermon  in 
his  defence,  and  another  Wyclifite,  Philip  Repyndon,  was 
appointed  to  preach  on  Corpus  Ohristi  Day  at  St.  Frideswide. 
The  orthodox  party  begged  that  this  fresh  scandal  might  be 
prevented,  and  the  Archbishop  sent    down  Peter  Stokes,   a 


1  (<  Millies  et  alii  qni  congregati  aunt  ex  parte  regni  et  parliamenti  requirebant 
arcliiepiacopam  cum  Buis  suffraganciB  ut  finem  facerent  de  talious  erroribus  et  hseresi- 
bus." — F.  Z.  272.  There  is  some  reason  to  suspect  that  the  author's  wishes  have 
oolouzed  his  narratlTe.  Parliament  met  on  the  7th,  and  the  Council  was  summoned 
for  the  17th,  which  shows  rather  an  excess  of  promptitude  in  acting  on  the  pressure 
of  the  members.  But  there  is  a  stronger  reason  against  accepting  uiis  version.  To 
the  acts  of  this  Parliament  on  the  Official  Roll  was  appended  one  onlering  the  Sheriffs 
and  other  officers  to  arrest  all  wandering  preachers  at  the  request  of  the  Bishop  (Hot. 
Pari.  III.  1246.).  As  soon  as  parliament  met  again  at  Michaelmas,  the  Commons 
prayed  that  this  statute,  to  which  they  had  not  assented,  might  be  cancelled.  We 
may  suppose  that  this  entry  was  made  by  influential  persons  of  the  Church  party  to 
ovenide  opposition  in  the  Commons.  Courtenay  needed  no  pressure  to  mal^e  him 
attack  an  old  adversary. 

»  Dr.  Lechler  says  May  19th,  following  Netter's  narrative  (F.  Z.  272) ;  but  in  the 
acts  of  the  Council  we  find  May  21,  both  in  F.  Z.  (p.  288)  and  in  the  Lambeth  R^- 
tor.  The  same  date  is  g^ven  in  Walsingham  for  the  earthquake  which  took  place 
while  the  Council  was  sitting.— Wals.  ii.  66. 
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XXVlll  PETER   STOKES   AT   OXFORD. 

Carmelite  and  a  headstrong  opponent  of  "Wyclif.^  He  arrived 
on  the  eve  of  the  feast  (June  4th)  and  presented  his  letters  to 
the  Chancellor.  Next  morning  he  was  to  proclaim  the  con- 
demnation from  the  pulpit  of  St.  Frideswide,  and  went  to 
execute  his  commission,  but  he  found  Repyndon  already  in 
possession.  The  Chancellor  was  present  in  state,  with  the 
mayor  of  the  town  and  an  armed  guard,  while  in  the  Church 
were  some  twenty  men  with  arms  concealed  under  their  robes. 
Stokes,  conscious  that  many  errors  remained  for  him  to  confute, 
did  not  yet  desire  martyrdom,  so  he  sat  trembling  till  the 
Chancellor  and  Bepyndon  had  gone  off  together,  and  then 
slunk  away.  Next  day  he  called  on  the  Chancellor  to  verify  his 
powers,  and  received  an  assurance  that  he  should  be  helped  in 
his  task  if  the  University  would  allow  it.  Stokes  placed  no  faith 
in  fair  words.  What  would  be  done  he  could  not  tell,  but  he 
knew  he  was  in  danger  of  his  life,  and  besought  the  Archbishop 
with  tears  not  to  allow  him  to  perish.^  A  few  days  later 
(Tuesday,  June  10)  he  mustered  courage  to  dispute  in  the 
Schools  in  opposition  to  Repyndon,  but  even  then  he  saw  or 
fancied  a  dozen  opponents  with  hidden  weapons,  and  expected 
to  have  been  slain  before  he  could  leave  his  chair.  It  must 
have  been  a  relief  to  the  timid  inquisitor  to  receive,  on  the 
same  day,  letters  recalling  him  to  the  Archbishop.  Rigge,  the 
Chancellor,  was  already  in  London,  and  at  the  second  meeting 
of  the  Council  he  was  called  upon  to  justify  himself.  There  is 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  he  really  held  Wyclifite  opinions.  He 
was  one  of  the  twelve  Oxford  doctors  who  condemned  WycliTs 
doctrines  on  the  Eucharist  when  they  were  first  broached,^  and 

^  The  Lollard  poet  gives  a  description  of  him— 

Tunc  aocessit  aliiu,  Stokis  nominatus, 
nifuB  nAturaliter  et  veste  dealbatiu, 
omnibus  impatiens  et  nimis  elatus 
et  contra  yeridicos  dirifens  conatus. 
with  an  0  and  an  I  sub  tarn  rubra  pelle 
animus  non  habitat  nisi  mixtus  felle. — ^Lechler,  iL  631. 
9  TJnum  autem  yenerabili  patemitati  yestrsB,  si  nlaoet,  notifico ;  quod  in  hac  causa 
nihil  ulterius  audeo  iacere  metu  mortis.     Unde  et  nebiliter  Testrum  imploro  pnesidium 
ne  occasione  hujus  caus89  vel  ego,  yel  socii  mei,  jacturam  patiamur  corporis  atque 
Titse.— Letter  from  Stokes  to  the  Archbishop,  F.  Z.  301. 
»  F.  Z.  113. 
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his  recent  support  of  the  Reformers,  in  which  he  was  evidently 
backed  by  the  University, -was  probably  due  to  the  corporate 
jealousy  of  the  friars^  and  bishops.  In  the  present  case  the 
University  could  count  on  support  from  neither  King  nor  Pope 
and  resistance  to  the  hierarchy  was  unavailing.  Rigge  gave 
way  at  once.  At  the  intercession  of  the  Bishop  of  Winchester 
he  was  pardoned,  and  enjoined  to  prevent  Wyclif  and  his 
followers  from  preaching  or  performing  any  scholastic  act  until 
they  had  purged  themselves  of  the  charges  hanging  over  them.^ 
He  pleaded  that  he  was  afraid  to  execute  the  commission 
forced  upon  him,  but  his  excuses  were  not  allowed.  His 
publication  of  the  condemnation  excited  a  storm  of  anger  on 
the  part  of  the  seculars,  who  declared  that  the  religious  wished 
to  ruin  the  University.  The  anger  however  was  helpless,  the 
corporate  resistance  of  the  University  was  crushed,  and  it  re- 
mained only  to  deal  with  the  individual  offenders,  who  appealed 
in  vain  to  the  Duke  of  Lancaster,  and  were  left  to  struggle 
hopelessly  against  the  whole  force  of  Church  and  State.  In  a 
few  months  all  the  Oxford  leaders  except  Wyclif  had  been 
dealt  with.'  Strangely  enough,  we  have  no  account  of  Wyclif 
during  all  this  time.  Knighton  indeed  says  that  he  appeared 
before  the  bishops  iii  Oxford  and  recanted,  but  the  text  of  the 
recantation,  as  given  by  Knighton,  is  a  strong  assertion  of  the 
original  heresy  ;*  while  the  records  of  the  Council  which  tell  us 
all  about  the  other  heretics  are  silent  as  to  Wyclif.     It  is  to  be 


^  The  Lambeth  BegiBter  gives  a  curious  proof  of  the  intensity  of  this  jealousy. 
After  Repyndon  and  ^ton  had  recanted  publicly  before  the  Convocation  which  met 
at  Oxfoni  in  November,  Bigge,  as  Chancellor,  accused  Peter  Stokes  and  two  other 
friars  of  heresy.  Their  defence  was  that  they  had  supported  the  false  propositions 
only  as  a  scholastic  exercise.  The  Archbishop,  "viaeus  mvem  discordiam  inter 
TJniversitatem  et  religioeos  exortam  fecit  eos  licet  cum  difficmtate  Concordes,  et  dimi- 
sit  eos  in  pace." 

*  Wydif,  Herfbrd,  Repyndon,  Aston,  and  Bedeman  are  mentioned  by  name.—- 
F.  Z.  310. 

s  Bedeman  recanted  Oct.  18th,  Repyndon  Oct.  23rd,  Aston  Nov.  20ih.  Herford 
disappeared,  and  most  probably  went  to  Rome  and  was  imprisoned  there  by  the 
Pope. 

^  Holler,  Anna  v.  Luxemburg,  p.  81,  says  that  we  may  take  the  positive  assertion 
of  Knighton  as  to  the  recantation,  and  suppose  that  a  wrong  document  was  copied  by 
mistake.  One  must  have  made  up  one's  mind  which  way  the  facts  ought  to  be  to 
them  on  such  aathozity. 
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XXX  WYCLIF   AT  LUTTERWORTH. 

noticed  that  throughout  these  transactions  of  1382  ^  he  had 
been  in  the  background,  and  it  is  possible  that  he  had  already 
retired  to  Lutterworth,  but  this  alone  would  not  have  saved 
him  at  a  time  when  his  followers  were  hiding  to  avoid  arrest. 
He  once  makes  an  allusion,  which  may  possibly  refer  to  this 
time :  "  I  have  pledged  myself/'  he  says,  "  not  to  use  out  of 
the  Schools  the  term  substance  of  material  bread  and  wine/'^ 
This  sounds  as  if  he  had  been  called  to  account,  and  had  been 
dismissed  on  undertaking  some  formal  conditions  as  to  future 
controversy.  But  the  form  is  not  suitable  to  a  man  who  was 
prohibited  from  all  scholastic  acts,  and  the  passage  may  allude 
to  the  silence  enjoined  at  an  earlier  period  by  the  Duke  of 
Lancaster.' 

Why  Wyclif  was  allowed  to  escape  so  easily  is  a  puzzling 
question,  and  I  cannot  think  that  Dr.  Lechler  has  accounted 
for  it  by  the  supposition  that  public  feeling  was  favourable  to 
him  and  prevented  .severe  measures.  More  probably  he  had 
still  powerful  protection  at  Court,  but  if  so  it  is  curious  that  no 
chronicler  makes  any  complaint  of  interference  on  his  behalf. 
One  last  supposition  is  that  he  was  already  attacked  by  the 
paralysis  which  first  struck  him  about  two  years  before  his 
death.^  Whatever  was  the  cause  of  his  impunity,  it  seems  that 
the  condemnation  of  his  doctrines  had  no  direct  effect  upon 
him,  except  perhaps  in  driving  him  from  Oxford.  Evidently 
neither  actual  nor  threatened  evils  made  him  bate  one  jot  of 
heart  or  hope.  His  doctrines  had  been  condemned,  his  friends 
scattered  and  silenced,  and  he  was  worn  with  age  and  palsied, 
yet  in  the  prosecution  of  his  work  neither  courage  nor  energy 
failed  him,  and  his  literary  activity  during  this  last  period  of 
his  life  would  have  been  wonderful  even  in  a  man  of  full 
strength.  Tracts,  Latin  and  English,  came  in  quick  succession 
tram  his  pen,  and,  as  if  these  were  not  enough  to  occupy  him, 

^  We  learn  nothing  of  his  doings  from  the  narratiye  in  F.  Z.  272-333,  and 
Repyndon  and  Herfora  are  the  heroes  of  the  Latin  poem  already  quoted. 

"Trial,  ir.  36,  p.  376. 

s  F.  Z.  114,  see  aboye  p.  xxy. 

*  "  Iste  Wydeff  fuit  paralyticus  per  dnos  annos  ante  mortem  snam,  etc."  This 
passaee  comes  from  an  account  of  Wyclif  s  death,  giyen  by  Gascoi|pie  on  the  authority 
of  Jonn  Horn,  who  had  been  Wyclif  s  curate  for  two  years. — ^Pnnted  in  Lewis,  836. 
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lie  gave  in  the  Trialogus  a  complete  and  orderly  summary  of 
his  doctrine^  starting  from  the  highest  topics  of  abstract 
theology  and  coming  down  to  details  of  doctrine  and  Church 
goTernment.  In  his  retirement  at  his  quiet  rectory  of  Lutter- 
worth he  could  no  longer  exercise  any  immediate  influence  on 
the  rulers  of  the  country,  but  he  watched  with  interest  the 
course  of  events,  and  was  strongly  moved  to  indignation  by 
Bishop  Spencer's  Flanders  Crusade  in  1383,  an  expedition  as 
blundering  in  its  management  as  it  was  immoral  in  the  purpose 
and  method  of  its  undertaking.  He  recurs  to  it  again  and 
again,  with  an  iteration  which  now  at  least  is  wearisome,  some- 
times dwelling  only  on  the  evils  it  had  caused  directly,  more 
often  on  the  scandalous  traffic  in  indulgences  by  which  money 
had  been  raised  for  its  support.  This  enables  us  to  date  many 
of  his  later  works,  but  otherwise  there  is  little  change  to  be 
noticed  in  him  unless  it  be  a  more  fixed  and  fervent  conviction 
of  the  corruption  of  the  Church  and  of  the  need  of  reform. 

Outwardly  his  life  was  uneventful,  but  one  doubt  still  hangs 
over  the  close  of  his  career.  It  is  commonly  said  that  the 
summons  to  Rome,  which  fell  through  with  the  death  of 
Gh^goryXI.,  was  renewed  by  Urban,  and  that  mortal  sickness 
alone  saved  him  from  having  to  make  his  appearance  before  the 
Pope.  A  paper  is  extant  which  has  always  been  taken  for  a 
letter  to  the  Pope  in  answer  to  the  summons.^  Dr.  Lechler 
remarks  that  this  is  not  a  letter,  and  is  not  addressed  to  the 
Pope,  and  that  consequently  we  must  reject  the  story  of  the 
summons.'  I  think  he  is  clearly  right  in  his  premises;  the 
form  in  which  the  paper  is  cast  is  certainly  not  such  as  would  be 
adopted  in  a  letter  to  the  Pope ;  but  I  cannot  follow  him  to  his 
conclusion.  The  title  given  to  the  document  in  the  Fasciculi 
shows  that  Walden  believed  Wyclif  to  have  been  summoned, 
and  the  letter  itself  reads  to  me  like  a  justification  of  dis- 
obedience to  the  Pope's  mandate,  written  for  circulation  in 
England.    I  incline  to  believe  that  Wyclif  was  summoned,  and 

1  The  English  yersion  is  in  S.  E.  W.  iii.  504 ;  the  Latin  in  Fasc.  Ziz.  341,  with 
tiie  titie,  '*Copia  cnjusdam  liter®  maj^^istri  JohannisWycclyff  missse  PapoB  UrbanoYI. 
ad  ezensationem  de  non  yeniendo  dbi  ad  citationem  suam,  a.d.  1384'.*^ 

*  Xechler,  L  713  (English  ed.  ii.  284.) 
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further  that  he  excused  himself  on  the  ground  of  illness,  and 
received  some  support  and  protection  from  the  Eing.^  If  the 
summons  was  issued  ahout  the  time  of  the  Council,  it  might 
partly  account  for  "Wyclif  s  escape  from  prosecution,  since  the 
bishops  would  not  be  concerned  to  judge  one  who  was  before  a 
higher  tribunal.  Yet  they  would  probably,  as  in  1377,  be 
charged  with  the  duty  of  sending  him  to  Rome,  and  we  should 
expect  to  find  some  notice  of  their  attempting  to  execute  their 
commission.  On  the  whole  it  is  most  likely  that  a  citation  was 
issued  in  1384.  If  so,  the  Pope  had  but  little  time  to  insist 
upon  obedience.  On  Innocents  Day,  1384,  Wyclif  was  a  second 
time  struck  with  paralysis,  while  hearing  mass  in  his  church  at 
Lutterworth.  He  lingered  speechless  for  three  days  and  died 
on  Dec.  31st.  His  enemies  saw  a  special  judgment  in  his  death 
on  the  feast  of  St.  SyWester,  the  Pope  whom  he  had  so  often 
blamed  as  the  first  corrupter  of  the  primitive  Church. 

In  this  sketch  of  WycliPs  life  I  have  reserved  one  or  two 
points  for  a  more  extended  notice.  First  among  these  is  his 
teaching  as  to  "Dominion,"  important  from  the  weight  that 
he  attached  to  it,  and  still  more  as  having  been  the  subject  of 
more  attack  and  misunderstanding  than  any  other  of  his  doc- 
trines. His  contemporaries  accused  him  of  using  it  to  incite 
the  populace  to  revolt  and  pillage,  and  the  charge  is  still  from 
time  to  time  brought  against  him.  Before  attempting  his 
defence  I  will  try  to  make  clear  what  the  theory  was,  and  in 
what  form  he  upheld  it. 

The  source  and  limit  of  Dominion  was  a  question  much 
discussed  in  the  fourteenth  century.^  The  claims  of  the  papacy 
had  been  growing  as  its  hold  on  the  consciences  of  men  was 
loosened.  It  was  mainly  upon  religious  and  moral  grounds  that 
Gregory  VII.  rested  in  his  quarrel  with  Henry  IV. ;  his  right  of 

^  One  of  my  chief  gioimda  for  this  helief  is  'Wyclifs  tone  in  speaking  of  citations, 
which  seems  to  me  that  of  a  man  personally  mterested.  To  give  my  readers  an 
opportunity  of  judging  for  themselyes  I  have  printed  as  an  Appendix  passages  from 
two  tracts  in  the  Ashonmham  MS. 

>  £8  war  die  Eigenthumsfrage  die  brennende  Frage  der  Zeit,  die  in  tansendfacher 
Abwechslung  immer  Ton  Nenem  widerkehrte,  gerade  den  scharfsinnigen  wie  anf  die 
BessOTung  der  Zeit  gerichteten  Mann  nnwiderstehlich  anzog,  sich  mit  ihr  zu  beschaf - 
tigen. — Constantin  Hofler,  Anna  yon  Luxemburg,  p.  20. 
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interference  was  based  upon  the  crimes  of  the  individual 
emperor  rather  than  upon  the  general  political  supremacy  of 
the  Pope.  No  lofty  moral  or  spiritual  purpose  could  be  ascribed 
to  Clement  VI.  in  his  quarrel  with  Lewis  of  Bavaria,  and  the 
chief  aim  of  the  conditions  imposed  upon  the  prostrate  Emperor 
was  to  secure  a  public  acknowledgment  of  the  subjection  of  the 
Empire  to  the  Holy  See.  Nor  were  the  claims  of  the  Popes 
confined  to  the  Empire,  where  a  long  quarrel  might  well  have  led 
to  exaggerated  demands.  The  secular  lordship,  which  even  in  the 
eleventh  century  they  had  asserted  over  Spain,  Corsica  and 
Hungary,  was  now  extended  over  a  great  part  of  Europe.^ 
However  shadowy  their  authority  in  these  lands  might  be,  the 
claim  challenged  criticism,  and  criticism  had  not  been  refused. 
The  study  of  the  Civil  law  had  raised  up  a  body  of  lawyers,  who 
in  scholarship  and  self-confidence  held  no  unequal  rivalry  with 
the  theologians.  While  Lewis  of  Bavaria  was  struggling  with 
the  Pope,  a  band  of  publicists,  Marsilio  of  Padua,  John  of 
Jaudun,  and  William  of  Ockham,  had  maintained  boldly  and 
aggressively  the  divine  origin  and  the  independence  of  secular 
government.  They  found  the  Pope  pretending  to  an  authority 
over  all  Christians  which,  spiritual  in  its  source  and  defended 
on  spiritual  grounds,  was  in  practice  constantly  extended  to 
worldly  matters ;  and  in  reply  they  marked  out  jealously  the 
limits  of  the  spiritual  power,  they  declared  that  lay  rule  was 
not  only  independent  but  also  supreme  in  its  own  province,  and 
that  the  property  and  persons  of  the  clergy  ought  to  be  subject 
to  its  laws. 

To  these  men,  who  wrote  as  avowed  defenders  of  the  Empire, 
the  Emperor  was  the  head  and  source  of  all  secular  government, 
and  to  him  in  their  system  accrued  all  the  rights  which  they 
strove  to  wrest  from  ecclesiastical  hands.  But  the  Emperor 
was  ill-fitted  to  bear  the  honour  they  laid  upon  him.  He 
exercised  only  a  nominal  supremacy  and  that  within  compara- 
tively narrow  limits ;  while  in  a  country  that,  like  England,  had 

1  On  tliifl  point  see  Hilman's  Latin  Chiistianity,  B.  zi.  c.  7  (toI.  yii.  p.  13  of 
the  3rd  edition).  See  also  Br.  C.  Hofler's  Die  Ayignonesischen  Blpste  (Vienna,  1871) 
where  it  ia  strongly  brought  out. 
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never  acknowledged  subjection  to  him,  discussions  as  to  the 
translation  of  the  Empire  from  East  to  West  were  futile.  Yet 
some  one  must  take  his  place ;  if  not  as  the  guardian  of  the 
world's  peace,  at  least  as  the  chief  lord  from  whom  all  pro- 
perty must  be  held.  Fitzralph,^  if  none  before  him,  cut  the 
knot  by  maintaining  that  God  himself  was  the  chief  lord  of  all 
possessions,  from  Him  every  man  held  as  far  as  any  true  rights 
of  ownership  were  concerned,  and  to  Him  must  do  service.  If 
he  failed  in  this  service,  that  is,  if  he  fell  into  mortal  sin,  he  for- 
feited his  rights.^  This  is  the  doctrine  of  Dominion  which 
Wyclif  upheld,  and  which  he  is  sometimes  believed  to  have 
invented.  Once  received,  it  cuts  short  the  old  quarrel  between 
Pope  and  Emperor,  since  it  does  away  with  the  need  of  either  as 
a  fountain  of  secular  authority.  All  rulers  and  owners  hold 
direct  from  God  as  their  domintM  capitalis,  who  has  delegated  his 
powers  to  no  vicegerent. 

I  have  sketched  the  growth  of  this  theory  because  it  is  only 
thus  that  we  can  see  the  object  of  those  who  first  developed  it. 
Whatever  use  the  weapon  might  be  put  to  later,  it  was  forged 
to  defend  lay  authority  against  the  Pope.  But  it  does  not  need 
much  consideration  to  discover  that,  stated  baldly,  it  might  be 
employed  to  dangerous  ends.  When  Wyclif  says :  "  For  he 
that  standeth  in  grace  is  very  lord  of  things,  and  whoever  faileth 
by  default  of  grace,  he  faileth  right  title  of  the  thing  that 
he  occupieth  and  unableth  himself  to  have  the  gifts  of  God,'' ' 
his  language  easily  lends  itself  to  the  malicious  gloss  of  Hohr- 
bacher  :  "  Comme  les  partisans  de  Wiclif  se  donnaient  pour  des 
saints,  et  leurs  adversaires  pour  des  m^chants,  I'application 
^tait  facile."     Wyclif  and  his  true  disciples  drew  no  such 

^  Richard  Fitzralph,  Archbishop  of  Armagh.  Wyclif  looked  np  to  him  as  a 
teacher,  and  often  roealcs  of  hjm  with  respect  (see  Trialogus,  pp.  168  and  286).  In 
the  tract  on  Clerks  PoseeesionerB,  p.  128  oi  this  yolnme,  he  is  called  St.  Eichard,  bnt  I 
need  hardly  say  that  he  nerer  receiyed  the  honours  of  formal  canonization. 

s  Onmis  inobediens  jnstis  imperiis  domini  soi,  in  his  qiue  contingont  domini  sni 
debitam  seryitutem,  jns  perdit  omnium  pro  debito  seryitio  a  sno  domino  impensorum, 
et  in  ilia  forefacit :  sed  homo  recepit  dominium  a  deo  pro  prsdstando  sibi  debito  obse- 

r'o :  er^o  inobediendo  justis  imperiis  dei,  mortalitrar  peccando.  perdit  dominium  a 
sibi  mipensum,  et  forefacit  illud.     Quoted  from  Fitzralph  by  Woodford,  in  his 
treatise  agamst  Wyclif  (Brown's  Fasciculus  Berum  Ezpetendanun,  i.  237). 
'  S.  £•  W.  iii*  88. 
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conclusion  from  it.  In  the  first  place,  as  Dr.  Shirley  has 
pointed  out,^  he  does  not  look  upon  dominion  as  a  power,  but 
as  a  habit  or  relation  of  the  natural  man.  "  There  are,"  he 
says,  *'  two  titles  by  which  a  man  holds  temporal  goods ;  the 
title  of  original  justice  and  that  of  earthly  justice.  By  the 
title  of  original  justice  Christ  possessed  all  worldly  goods,  as 
Augustine  often  says;  by  that  title — ^the  title  of  grace — all 
things  belong  to  the  just ;  but  civil  possession  has  little  to  do 
with  that  title.  Wherefore  Christ  and  his  disciples  despised 
civil  rule  and  possession,  and  contented  themselves  with  holding 
only  according  to  the  first  title.*''*  Here  we  see  that  Wyclif 
brings  civil  possession  into  contrast  with  true  dominion.  It 
is  with  the  latter,  as  an  ideal,  that  he  meets  the  ideal  which 
ascribes  to  the  Pope,  as  God's  vicar  on  earth,  the  right  of  control 
over  all  earthly  things,  secular  as  well  as  spiritual. 

From  another  side  the  doctrine  had  an  ethical  attraction  for 
him,  since  it  gave  to  the  owner  of  property  a  higher  sanction 
and  motive  for  action  than  he  could  draw  from  merely  human 
law.  Thus  he  remarks  that  the  King's  right  to  rule  does  not 
allow  him  to  follow  only  his  own  pleasure,  since  he  is  bound  to 
observe  the  law  of  his  chief  lord,  to  the  profit  and  advancement 
of  his  kingdom.'  In  the  artificial  constitution  of  society  in  the 
fourteenth  century  no  tie  was  reckoned  as  more  binding  than 
that  of  the  feudal  tenant  to  his  lord.  The  doctrine  of  Dominion 
set  up  a  similar  obligation  to  God.^ 

We  see  then  the  main  drift  of  the  doctrine  and  its  value  to 
Wyclif.  It  cut  at  the  root  of  the  Pope's  usurped  power  and 
gave  to  the  layman  freedom  with  increased  responsibility. 
"  But,"  it  may  be  asked,  "  did  not  Wyclif  go  on  to  draw  from  it 
other  and  harmful  corollaries  when,  after  the  full  development 

1  P.  Z.  liiii. 

a  Trial,  iv.  17,  p.  306. 

'  Sed  revera  de  rege,  at  procnraiore  ciira  Ohrishun,  non  sequitar :  ipse  dominatur 
hixB  tempoialibufl,  ergo  licet  sibi  consumere  ipsa  quomodocumque  yoluerit :  quia  cum 
nt  yere  (P)  peccabilis,  habens  super  se  capitiuem  dominum,  oportet  quod  obserret  in 
expendendo  sua  temporaJia  legem  capitalis  domini  ad  aufmentum  et  commodum  regni 
sm,  at  iMitet  ex  lege  humana. — Be  Mandatis,  cap.  25,  MS.  Univ.  Camb.  LI.  5, 13. 

*  Didtur  quod  racione  sai  proprii  et  Ten  dominii  yerum  est  quod  [Deus^  non  ^et 
noetro  senricio,  sed  nos  econtra  egemus  ut  seniamuB  pro  habendo  suo  domimo. — ^Early 
ScrmonB,  No.  19,  MS.  Lambeth. 
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of  his  opinionSi  he  found  Church  and  State  united  against  him  P 
When  he  appealed  to  the  people  in  his  tracts,  did  he  not  hold 
out  to  his  followers  the  bait  of  a  temporal  reign  of  the  saints  P  '* 
He  neither  did  nor  could.  Beside  the  distinction  which,  as  we 
have  seen,  carried  his  theory  into  the  ideal  region,  he  put  a 
practical  obstacle  in  the  way  of  those  '^  too  hasty  heads  for 
ordering  worlds  "  who  might  have  tried  to  make  an  ill  use  of 
it.  While  he  taught  that  the  man  in  mortal  sin  forfeited  his 
dominion,  he  also  taught  that  no  one  could  tell  what  sin  was 
mortal.  For  he  did  not,  like  the  Roman  Casuists,  divide  sia 
into  the  categories  of  mortal  and  venial  according  to  the  nature 
of  each  act ;  for  him  the  only  mortal  sin  was  that  of  which  the 
sinner  was  finally  impenitent.  The  predestinate  cannot  sin 
thus ;  the  reprobate  (or,  as  he^ prefers  to  call  them,  the  fore- 
known) will  do  so.  But  since  his  doctrine  of  predestination  is 
not  supplemented  by  one  of  assurance  there  can  be  no  separation 
of  sheep  and  goats  in  this  life,  where  no  man  can  know  even 
what  is  his  own  state ;  much  less  what  is  that  of  others.  **  If 
the  pope  asked  me,"  he  says,  '^  whether  I  were  ordained  to  be 
saved  or  predestinate,  I  would  say  that  I  hoped  so,  but  I  would 
not  swear  it,  nor  affirm  it  without  condition,  though  he  greatly 
punished  me ;  nor  deny  it,  nor  doubt  it,  would  I  no  way."  ^ 

Those  who  know  how  thoroughly  Wyclif  s  doctrines  are 
interwoven  so  as  to  form  a  consistent  whole  will  see  that  there 
was  no  fear  of  his  using  this  theory  of  dominion  as  a  dangerous 
solvent  of  society,  but  we  are  not  left  to  mere  inference  in  this 
matter.  Wyclif  constantly  asserted  the  duty  of  obedience  even 
to  wicked  rulers,  and  it  is  curious  that  one  paradoxical  phrase 
in  which  he  expressed  this  truth  was  brought  against  him  as  a 
heresy.  ''Item  quod  Deus  debet  obedire  diabolo"  was  the 
seventh  proposition  condemned  in  the  Council  of  London.  The 
words  sound  strangely  and  are  marked  by  the  exaggeration  of 
the  Schools ;  but  if  we  take  obedience  to  mean  the  rendering  of 
fit  service,  we  shall  see  that  it  is  only  an  emphatic  way  of  saying 
that  we  must  give  to  every  one  his  due.'    So  Christ  ministered 

»  8.  E,  W.  iii.  426. 
•  See  8.  E.  W.  iii.  437. 
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to  Iscariot,  when  he  was  a  devil,  and  he  submitted  himself  to 
Satan  to  be  tempted.  It  follows  that  the  Christian  must  subject 
himself  to  those  who  by  God^s  ordinance  and  allowance  are 
placed  over  him. 

If  we  turn  from  principles  to  the  manner  in  which  "Wyclif 
enforced  them  we  shall  find  him  perfectly  consistent.  So  far 
as  my  knowledge  of  his  works  goes,  there  is  only  one  passage 
which  is  open  to  misinterpretation  on  this  point.  It  occurs  in 
a  sermon  on  the  parable  of  the  talents.  ''IF  thou  ask  who  shall 
take  away  goods  from  these  unjust  men,  since  they  be  com- 
monly mighty  and  no  man  dare  take  from  them,  Christ  answers 
here  and  may  not  lie ;  this  just  man  to  whom  God  giveth 
heaven  taketh  from  this  unjust  man  that  that  him  seemeth  to 
have ;  and  not  by  his  own  authority,  nor  by  strength  of  himself, 
but  by  authority  of  God  and  by  virtue  of  his  law."  ^  Taken  by 
itself  this  quotation  might  seem  to  justify  the  good  in  depriving 
the  wicked,  but  on  reference  to  the  context  it  is  clear  that 
Wyclif  is  insisting  upon  the  ideal  or  spiritual  possession,  since 
he  goes  on  to  say :  **  And  some  men  that  shall  be  safe  although 
they  seem  now  poor,  nevertheless  they  have  now  heaven  and 
all  goods  of  this  world;  but  this  having  is  now  hid  and  yet 
unknown  to  man ;  for  God's  right  is  not  yet  put  in  possession." 

The  theory  of  Dominion  is  developed  most  in  the  Latin 
works,  and  finds  little  place  in  the  popular  tracts,  but  the  latter 
contain  many  assertions  of  the  duty  of  obedience  to  wicked  men. 
I  will  content  myself  with  one  quotation,  which  is  specially 
directed  against  those  who  misused  the  doctrine  of  Dominion, 
"  But  yet  men  doubt  commonly  whether  men  should  pay  their 
debts  to  these  men  that  they  know  live  in  wicked  life.  And  it 
seems  nay,  by  reason  of  God,  for  such  men  ben  unworthy  to 
have  any  goods ;  yea  to  have  life  given  of  their  God ;  how  be 
they  worthy  to  receive  their  debts  P  since  they  have  lost  title 
of  all  rightfulness.  But  here  men  think  by  God's  law  that 
men  should  stir  such  shrews  to  serve  truly  their  God  both  by 
word  and  deed,  and  pay  them  their  debts  and  hope  for  their 

»  S.  E.  W.  i.  260. 
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amendment.  For  as  God  wills  tliat  they  live,  so  he  wills  that 
men  give  (ue.  pay)  them.  And  therefore  teaches  St.  Paul, 
that  Christian  men  that  be  servants  serve  well  their  heathen 
lords,  by  reason  of  their  God.  And  so  we  grant  well  that  such 
receive  unjustly  and  to  their  damnation  debts  that  men  pay 
them,  and  yet  their  debtors  meritoriously  give  these  goods."  ^ 
The  latter  part  of  this  passage  sums  up  very  shortly  "Wyclifs 
belief.  The  wicked  receive  wrongfully,  yet  it  is  right  we 
should  yield  them  their  worldly  dues.  The  question  of  for- 
feiture is  one  to  be  settled  with  their  chief  lord,  God,  who  will 
exact  a  strict  account,  and  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

I  now  pass  to  another  characteristic  doctrine  of  the  B,eformer, 
the  sinfulness  of  endowments  for  the  clergy.  This,  although 
distinct  from  the  theory  of  Dominion,  was  closely  connected 
with  it.  God,  from  whom  all  earthly  lordship  is  derived,  gives 
it  all  in  fee  to  lay  rulers  and  forbids  the  clergy  to  have  any 
share  in  it.  Wyclif  appealed  to  the  precedent  of  the  Jewish 
law  by  which  the  priests  were  to  have  no  inheritance  in  the 
land,  and  urged  the  example  of  Christ  and  his  apostles  who 
lived  in  voluntary  poverty.  It  is  a  favourite  saying  of  his, 
borrowed  from  Augustine,  that  as  lay  lords  represent  the 
Godhead  of  Christ  in  exercising  the  power  which  he  has 
entrusted  to  them,  so  priests  represent  his  manhood  and  are 
bound  to  follow  his  humility.  There  was  nothing  new  in  this, 
since  it  had  been  maintained  long  before  by  the  imperialist 
writers.  Moreover  it  was  only  a  consistent  application  of  ideas 
which  were  dominant  throughout  Christendom.  The  Church 
did  not  insist  on  poverty  in  her  ministers,  but  accounted  it  a 
note  of  the  higher  life,,  a  part  of  the  vow  of  every  regular.  The 
monk's  rule  allowed  him  nothing  of  his  own,'  the  friar  was  for- 

^  S.  E.  W.  iii.  175.  See  too  the  tract  on  Servants  and  Lords  in  thk  yolmne,  espe- 
cially p.  229,  also  8.  E.  W.  iii.  147,  **  Moreover  it  were  to  wit,  etc."  Among  the 
Latin  works  where  the  duty  is  enforced  may  be  mentioned  the  De  Sex  Jngis,  printed 
in  Dr.  Lechler*s  Appendix  (iL  601).  This  deserves  notice  because  it  is  a  tract  com- 
piled as  an  instruction  to  the  poor  priests. 

'  Predpue  hoc  vitium  peculiare  radicitus  amputandum  est  de  mona«teriis,  ne  quia 
presumat  aliijuid  dare  ant  acdpere  sine  jussione  aboatis,  neque  aliquid  habere  proprium, 
nullam  omnino  rem,  neque  codioem,  neque  tabulas,  neque  giaphium,  sed  nihu  omnino. 
— Rule  of  St.  Benedict,  xxxiii. 
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bidden  a  share  even  in  corporate  possession.^  Wyclif  would 
acknowledge  no  select  higher  life.  Christ's  rule  was  binding 
and  was  better  than  any  that  men  could  lay  down^  and  since  he 
taught  poverty  both  by  precept  and  example,  the  clergy  was 
bound  to  follow  his  bidding  and  live  on  the  free-will  offerings 
of  the  people.  In  short  Wyclif  advocated  a  purely  voluntary 
system,  denouncing  not  merely  state  subsidies  but  all  endow- 
ments, like  Dante  ^  he  traced  the  ills  of  the  Church  to  the 
donation  of  Constantine,  which  Sylvester  had  sinned  in 
accepting  and  which  had  since  spread  corruption  through 
Christendom.  The  laity,  who  have  sinned  in  heaping  these 
fatal  gifts  upon  the  Church,  are  bound  to  withdraw  them  by 
wise  and  gradual  means.'  The  support  appointed  by  God  for 
the  clergy  is  the  tithci  and  the  payment  of  it  is  a  duty  so 
binding  that  it  may  be  enforced  by  excommunication,  always 
on  the  condition  that  the  discipline  is  exercised  for  the  good  of 
the  sinner  and  not  for  the  greed  of  the  priest.  On  the  other 
hand  if  the  pastor  fails  in  his  service,  his  flock  should  punish 
him  by  withdrawal  of  tithes,  but  this  may  only  be  done  by 
orderly  consent  of  the  parishioners  and  not  by  individual  caprice. 
I  can  safely  leave  to  others  the  task  of  criticizing  Wyclifs 
plan  for  enforcing  "  wilful  povert,"  but  I  may  be  allowed  to 
remark  that  on  this  subject  there  was  much  excuse  for  extra- 
vagance. The  wealth  of  the  Church  was  the  occasion,  if  not 
the  cause,  of  such  scandals  as  we  now  find  it  hard  to  imagine. 
Plnralists  who  held  benefices  by  the  hundred.  Popes  who  sold 
their  patronage  openly,  and  prelates  who  knew  nothing  of  their 
offices  but  their  net  yield,  were  the  rulers  of  the  Church.* 

1  See  Enle  and  Testament  of  St.  Francis  (below,  pp.  42  and  46). 

«  Inf.  lix.  116.  Par.  XX.  66. 

>  Wjdif  8  scheme,  which  provides  some  protection  for  Tested  interests,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Trialog:us,  iy.  19  (p.  313). 

*  See  Nicohiiis  de  ClamenjgiiB,  De  corrupto  EeeleMa  Statu  in  Brown's  Fasciculus 
Benim  Expetendanun,  rol.  ii.  p.  666,  etc.  Hero  is  his  account  of  the  pluralism  of 
the  GaidinalB :  *'  Quant»  illud  ayiditatis  est,  quod  tantam  multitadinem  benefidorum 
inyicem  ropugnantium  tenent  P  quod  Monachi  simul  et  Canonid  sunt  regulares  et  se- 
culares  P  quod  sub  eodem  habitu  omnium  roligionum,  ordinum,  professionum,  jura  et 
ofiBda  beneficiaque  posddent.  Non  quidem  duo  yel  tria,  decern  yd  yiginti,  sied  oen- 
tena  et  duoentena,  et  interdum  neque  ad  quadringenta  vd  quingenta  aut  amplius : 
Kec  parya  yd  tenuia  sed  omnium  pmguissima  et  optima,"  etc.  (p.  669).  In  another 
place  he  says  that  no  one  nowadays  in  taking  a  euro  of  souls  inquires  into  anything 
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What  wonder  if  an  earnest  reformer  longed  to  clear  away  the 
riches  which  seemed  to  be  choking  all  spiritual  life  P  I  do  not 
wish  however  to  defend  "Wyclifs  views  but  to  explain  them, 
and  I  am  only  trying  to  show  that  he  does  not  step  beyond  the 
reasonable  bounds  of  ecclesiastical  politics.  It  is  only  by  dis- 
ingenuous devices  of  controversy  that  his  advocacy  of  disendow- 
ment  has  been  confused  with  his  theories  as  to  Dominion  in 
order  to  represent  him  as  a  socialist  and  a  leveller.^ 

I  have  dwelt  at  some  length  upon  these  questions  relating  to 
property^  because  until  they  have  been  studied  it  is  impossible 
to  understand  WycliTs  read  position.  Had  his  teaching  been 
as  dangerous  and  subversive  as  some  writers  represent  it,  we 
cannot  suppose  that  he  would  have  foimd  favour  and  support 
with  the  statesmen  of  his  time,  and  that  not  merely  with  one  or 
two  prominent  men  or  *at  one  particular  crisis,  but  during 
twenty  years  of  active  life.  Paradoxical  as  it  may  seem,  I 
venture  to  say  that  one  of  Wyclif's  most  marked  characteristics 
is  his  essential  moderation.  Even  when  his  language  is  most 
vehement  the  thought  and  purpose  beneath  it  are  sane  and  rea- 
sonable. He  indulges  himself  in  heaping  charges  upon  the 
prelates  or  friars  who  are  for  the  moment  the  objects  of  his 
invective;  they  are  spiritual  manslayers,  they  are  necromancers, 
they  are  ghostly  adulterers  and  Sodomites ;  and  as  each  fresh 
sin  is  added  to  the  list,  the  accusation  is  justified  with  more  or 
less  logical  ingenuity.  These  "ornament*  to  debate*'  are 
partly  due  to  habits  of  paradox  acquired  in  the  Schools,  and 
partly  they  are  outlets  for  his  fervid  indignation.  But  if  we  go 
down  to  the  kernel  of  thought,  we  find  no  wildness.  Whether 
the  question  in  hand  be  one  of  doctrine  or  discipline,  Wyclif  has 
considered  it  carefully  both  in  principle  and  in  its  practical 
bearings.    It   is  this  characteristic  that  entitles  him  to  his 

but  the  amount  of  the  income :  **  Nee  yero  tantopere  quseritar,  qnanti  sit  pneeenti 
homini  et  in  ficcleaia  rite  servienti  ralor  beneficii,  quam  quid  suo  posseasori  longiua 
otia  agenti,  et  perpetuo  fortaBsis  abfutnro,  annuo  proventu  reddere  valet."  (p.  656). 
Be  Clunengis,  it  must  be  remembered,  lies  under  no  suspicion  of  heretical  leanings. 
He  was  one  of  Ihe  many  good  men  who  lamented  the  abuses  of  the  Church,  but  lacked 
courage  to  takejpart  in  any  real  reform. 

^  On  the  difference  between  endowments  and  lay  property,  see  the  tract  On 
Serrants  and  Lords,  p.  229. 
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eminence  as  tlie  first  of  the  Reformers.  Long  before  his  time 
there  had  been  heated  sectaries  who  had  denounced  the  whole 
system  of  the  Church,  but  Wyclif  was  the  first  to  submit  it  to 
a  searching  proof,  to  examine  the  preyalent  practices  and  ask 
how  it  was  they  bent  away  from  the  ideal  at  which  they  ought 
to  aim.  In  his  conclusions  he  forestalled  in  many  points  the 
judgments  of  the  more  moderate  reformers  of  the  sixteenth 
century. 

The  note  of  a  fanatic  is  that  he  cannot  see  that  there  is  some 
soul  of  goodness  in  things  evil ;  the  institution  or  person  that 
offends  him  is  bad  and  must  be  swept  away,  and  he  would 
think  it  waste  of  time  to  inquire  what  accidental  good  it  may 
do  or  to  what  use  it  was  originally  designed.  Now  it  is  a 
favourite  practice  of  Wyclif  to  look  back  to  the  origin  of  the 
practice  that  he  is  discussing,  and  even  in  the  act  of  condem- 
nation he  is  ready  to  recognize  occasional  merits.  Take  for 
example  this  account  of  the  ordinance  of  confession :  "  This 
confession  that  is  made  to  man  hath  oft-times  been  varied  in 
varying  of  the  Church.  For  first  men  confessed  to  God  and 
to  the  common  people,  and  this  confession  was  used  in  the  time 
of  the  apostles.  Afterwards  men  were  confessed  more  specially 
to  priests  and  made  them  judges  and  counsellors  of  their  sinful 
life.  But  in  the  third  time,  since  the  fiend  was  loosed.  Pope 
Innocent  ordained  a  law  of  confession  that  each  man  of  dis- 
cretion should  once  in  the  year  be  privily  confessed  of  his  own 
priest,  and  added  much  to  this  law  that  he  could  not  ground. 
And  although  this  Pope's  ordinance  do  much  good  to  many 
men,  nevertheless  many  men  think  that  it  harmeth  the  Church.'^  ^ 
It  is  not  enough  to  say  that  thi^  passage  is  not  fanatical ;  it 
shows  a  temper  which  is  fundamentally  opposed  to  fanaticism, 
and  this  is  the  more  noticeable  because  it  comes  from  a  tract  of 
late  date  and  vehement  tone.     Again,  on  the  subject  of  image- 

1  8.  £.  W.  iii.  255.  This  is  from  a  tract  written  aboat  1382.  Compare  the 
following  passage  **  Nam  qnacmume  hora  qnis  peocayerit  debet  conterii  et  in  tantum 
fue  sibi  proderit .  .  .  habita  saceraotom  oopia  confiteri  "  (Early  Sermons,  No.  I.  MS. 
Lambeth).  I  give  this  passage,  written  wnen  his  riews  were  lees  advanced,  as  show- 
ing the  same  principle  uid  the  same  temper  of  setting  the  spiritual  adTantages  above 
the  formal  rale. 
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worship  and  tlie  adoration  of  saints,  Wyclify  while  opposing 
himself  to  the  prevalent  uses  of  the  Churchy  spoke  with  reason 
and  moderation.  He  denounced  the  waste  of  treasure  on  *'  dead 
stocks/'  ^  but  allowed  that  images  were  not  forbidden  to 
Christians^  who  may  use  them  to  excite  devotion,  and  must 
always  be  careful  not  to  adore  the  sign  in  place  of  the  thing 
signified.  If  devotion  is  once  paid  to  the  image  itself,  or 
miraculous  powers  are  attributed  to  it,  it  becomes  an  evil  instead 
of  a  benefit,  and  thus  the  setting  of  one  image  above  another 
is  an  act  of  idolatry.^  Here  we  see  how  he  tries  to  find  a 
principle  to  judge  by,  and  does  not  content  himself  with  vague 
invective. 

In  treating  of  the  adoration  of  saints,  he  shows  the  same 
spirit.  No  devotions  to  saints,  he  says,  can  be  of  any  avail  ex- 
cept so  far  as  they  honour  Christ  or  excite  men  to  love  him,  and 
since  all  gifts  can  be  obtained  only  through  his  mediation,  it 
seems  to  many  that  it  would  be  better  to  pray  directly  to  him.' 
In  accordance  with  this,  we  may  notice  that  in  the  tract  on  the 
Ave  Maria  printed  in  this  volume  there  is  nothing  said  of  invok- 
ing the  help  of  the  Virgin,  although  her  example  is  insisted  on, 
as  might  be  expected  from  one  who  believed  her  to  be  sinless. 
Yet  although  he  thus  prefers  prayer  to  Christ,  he  can  scarcely 
be  said  to  discourage  those  who  find  devotion  to  the  saints 
profitable  ;  but  there  is  no  indecision  in  his  language  as  to  the 
abuses  which  clustered  round  the  worship  of  the  saints ;  the 
treasure  wasted  on  their  shrines,  the  time  thrown  away  on  pil- 
grimage, the  superstitious  tegard  for  toUcs.*    Most  likely  it  was 

^  Below,  pa^  7  and  210. 

s  Et  sic  uni  ymaffini  plus  affect!  qnam  alteri  adorant  ymafinee,  qnod  indubie  est 
idolatria. — De  Man&tis  DiYinis,  cap.  16,  MS  UniT.  Camb.  LL  6.  13. 

>  Trial,  iii.  30  (p.  235).  So  too  in  the  Dialog,  c.  14 :  £t  videtur  rnnltis  nulla 
oracio  ^oirecta  specialiter  sancto  Christi  est  laudabilis,  nisi  de  quanto  acuitdeTocionem 
in  Chnstum,  sic  quod  si  omnes  intenciones  et  omnes  oiaciones  uniri  possent  in  Chris- 
tum, ....  esset  utilius  Christiano  omnes  oraciones  speciaUter  Chnsto  poirigere. — 
MS.  Ashbumham,  If.  104^. 

*  It  is  to  be  noticed  that  eren  while  he  still  upheld  prayers  to  the  saints,  his  yiews  on 
these  matters  were  decided.  In  a  sermon  preacned  at  St.  Mary's,  Oxford,  on  the  fes- 
tival of  the  Assumption,  in  which  he  says  that  all  human  beings  need  to  ask  Mary's 
aid,  he  supposes  thkt  God  may  have  removed  her  body,  like  those  of  Moses  and  St. 
John,  to  preyent  the  harm  which  would  have  come  from  worshipping  it. — ^Early 
Sermons,  XXYI.  MS.  Lambeth. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WYCLIP  AND  THE  FRIARS.  ^  xlili 

indignation  against  these  abases  that  led  him  to  question  the 
doctrines  on  which  they  depended. 

These  examples  are  enough  to  show  Wyclif's  temper  and 
method,  and  it  would  be  tedious  and  unprofitable  to  discuss  in 
detail  every  point  on  which  he  differed  from  the  dominant 
opinion  of  his  time.  Everywhere  we  *  find  the  same  habit  of 
judging  forms  and  rites  by  their  tendency  to  promote  moral 
and  spiritual  aims ;  and  since  the  Church  of  his  time  had  be- 
come a  mass  of  formalism,  it  was  inevitable  that  he  should  fiad 
himself  in  opposition  to  its  most  cherished  practices. 

There  remains  yet  one  matter  which  I  cannot  pass  over; 
TTyclifs  opposition  to  the  friars.  Until  lately  it  was  supposed 
that  his  firat  public  action  was  in  opposition,  to  the  mendicant 
orders,  that  he  threw  himself  into  the  lists  against  them  at 
Oxford  in  succession  to  Fitzralph.  Dr.  Shirley  first  showed 
this  to  be  an  error,  and  Dr.  Lechler  has  given  quotations  from 
some  of  Wyclif  s  earlier  works  which  express  respect  for  the 
friars,  as  following  the  life  of  poverty  incumbent  on  all  priests.^ 
If  we  could  rely  on  the  authority  of  his  antagonist  Woodford, 
we  should  believe  that  it  was  only  the  opposition  of  the  friars 
to  his  doctrine  of  the  Eucharist  which  led  him  to  attack  them. 
This  view  has  been  accepted  by  Dr.  Lechler,  who  dates  Wyclif 's 
first  assault  upon  the  friars  in  1381,  and  thus  throws  the  whole 
of  the  controversy  with  the  Mendicants  into  the  last  three  years 
of  his  life.^  There  is  considerable  authority  for  this  view.  Be- 
sides the  statement  of  Woodford  we  have  the  information  from 
a  contemporary  chronicler  that  in  1377  Wyclif,  in  disputing  at 
Oxford  against  the  possessions  of  the  clergy,  gave  much  praise 
to  the  Franciscan  rule.'  In  spite  of  this  I  cannot  put  the 
beginning  of  the  quarrel  so  late.  .  To  go  no  further  than  the 
present  volume,  the  tract  De  Officio  Pastorali,  as  I  have  shown 
in  the  head-note,  is  not  later  than  1378,  and  yet  the  friars  are 
attacked  in  it  without  mercy.    The  use  of  the  cant  phrase 

1  Lechler,  i.  586. 

*  In  the  English  translation  Dr.  Lechler  modifies  this  statement  slightly.  He 
says:  **  From  1378  we  date  a  period  of  a  few  years  in  which  Wyclif  hegan  to  attack 
the  Mendicants  upon  single  pomts  of  error  and  abuse." — ^Yol.  ii.  143. 

s  Ettloginm  Histoiiarum  (continuation),  p.  346. 
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«^  cayms  castels  '^  for  the  friars'  houses  is  enough  to  show  that 
the  quarrel  was  already  hitter.^  We  must  not  assume  that  any 
tract  which  does  not  refer  to  Wyclif  s  sacramental  doctrine  was 
written  before  that  doctrine  was  deyeloped,  but  it  is  safe  to  say 
that,  if  the  strife  between  him  and  the  friars  had  been  first  or 
chiefly  aroused  by  the  Eucharistic  controversy,  it  would  have 
been  mentioned  in  any  long  tract  specially  directed  against 
them,  yet  we  find  no  notice  of  it  in  the  De  Pseudofreris  (our 
No.  XXII.).  The  same  is  the  case  in  some  of  the  Latin  tracts^ 
while  in  one,  the  De  Cantrarietate  Duorum  Dominorum, '  there  is 
a  very  marked  instance,  since  in  the  course  of  a  fierce  attack  upon 
the  friars  Wyclif  gives  a  list  of  seven  heresies  of  which  they  are 
guilty,  in  which  there  occurs  no  mention  of  the  Host.  These 
considerations  support  the  view  which  I  have  already  expressed 
on  other  grounds,^  that  at  the  time  when  Wyclif  first  declared 
his  heresy  as  to  the  Sacrament  he  was  in  the  thick  of  a  con- 
troversy with  the  friars.  I  may  add  that  the  antagonism  is  not 
disproved  by  showing  that  Wyclif  spoke  with  respect  of  the 
founders  of  the  Mendicant  orders.  As  we  may  see  by  the  tract 
on  the  Rule  of  St.  Francis  (our  No.  III.),  while  he  objected  to  aU 
separate  orders,  what  made  him  most  wrathful  with  the  friars 
was  that  they  professed  the  poverty  which  was  his  own  ideal  but 
were  untrue  to  their  rule ;  nor  is  there  any  reasonable  doubt 
that  there  were  scandals  enough  among  them  to  account  for  his 
hostility.  If  I  may  trust  the  impression  made  by  reading  a 
great  deal  of  his  invective,  I  should  say  that  the  abuses  which 
most  stirred  his  wrath  were  those  connected  with  the  various 
forms  of  indulgence  and  absolution ;  the  sale  of  pardons  and 
letters  of  fraternity,  the  ofier  of  special  prayers,  and  the  claims 
of  holiness  for  all  admitted  to  the  habit,  even  in  the  death  agony. 
When  and  how  his  earlier  good  opinion  was  changed  into  dislike 
can  only  be  a  matter  of  conjecture,  but  such  an  effect  may  well 

1  Thifl  18  found  abo  in  the  Latin  yersion  of  the  tract,  which  Dr.  Lechler  assigns  to 
1378. 

>  0.g,  De  Servitute  Civili  (Shirley,  68]  and  de  Noya  Pnyaricantia  Mandatonim. 
(Shirley,  79). 

>  No.  83  in  Shirley's  Catalogue. 
*  See  ahoye,  p.  xxy. 
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hare  been  produced  by  his  experience  as  a  parish  priest.  Nothing 
can  have  been  more  trying  to  a  parson  ^ho  was  doing  his  best 
to  keep  alire  the  flame  of  spiritual  religion  in  his  flock  than  the 
visit  of  one  of  these  vagrant  friars,  preaching  a  catch-penny 
sermon,  shriving  men  of  sins  which  they  were  ashamed  to  confess 
to  their  own  pastor,  and  generally  encouraging  the  belief  that 
a  few  easy  benefactions  to  the  convent  would  take  the  place  of 
penitence  and  good  life.  I  would  not  for  a  moment  suggest 
that  friars  were  always  or  even  mostly  of  such  a  type,  but  very 
many  such  were  to  be  seen  in  the  villages.  Jealousy  once 
aroused  was  likely  to  be  increased  by  the  reports  of  Wyclif's 
poor  priests,  between  whom  and  the  friars  there  was  a  constant 
rivalry  which  often  came  to  open  quarrelling.  If  we  take  into 
account  besides  the  permanent  antagonism  between  regulars  and 
seculars  at  the  University,  from  the  influence  of  which  Wyclif 
can  scarcely  have  escaped,^  we  shall  find  both  public  and 
personal  causes  enough  to  set  him  against  the  friars  long  before 
they  led  the  attack  on  his  sacramental  doctrines. 

We  have  now  passed  in  review  the  most  distinctive  points  in 
Wyclif  s  teaching,,  of  which  the  main  lines  are  clear  even  with 
our  present  materials,  although  many  details  cannot  be  settled 
until  more  of  his  Latin  works  are  published.  A  natural  curi- 
osity leads  us  to  turn  from  doctrines  and  opinions,  and  ask  what 
the  man  was  like.  Portraits  exist  which  are  said  to  represent 
him,  but  of  too  recent  a  date  to  allow  us  to  rely  on  their  authen- 
ticity. From  verbal  description  aU  we  know  is  that  he  was 
thin  and  worn,  and  most  innocent  of  conversation,  and  that  he 
had  a  charm  of  manner  which  led  men  of  the  highest  rank  to 
delight  in  his  society.  Judging  from  his  works  it  is  rather 
difficult  to  discern  in  what  the  charm  consisted.  They  are 
marked  by  learning  and  earnestness,  and  are  occasionally  re- 
lieved by  touches  of  witty  or  humorous  sarcasm,  but  they  lack 
the  strong  personal  stamp  which  wins  our  regard  for  Luther  in 
^ite  of  all  his  faults.  Of  Wyclif's  own  feelings,  his  inward 
struggles,  his  doubts  and  hesitations,  we  learn  nothing ;  even 

^  We  may  trace  it  in  his  complaint  that  the  friars  monopolise  books  (pp.  128  and 
221),  which  was  made  also  by  fitzralph  in  his  Defensio  Cmatorum.       ' 
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when  he  tells  us  how  he  has  changed  an  opinion  it  is  in  a  quiet 
unimpassioned  way  as  a  simple  relation  of  fact.  Nor  do  we 
find  in  him  what  may  be  called  the  religious  genius ;  the  deep 
insight  into  spiritual  things^  the  vivid  sense  of  the  invisible 
presences,  which  at  times  carries  Luther,  as  it  does  St.  Bernard 
or  St.  Theresa,  into  mystical  rapture.  Wyclif's  piety  is  fervent 
and  unfeigned,  but  never  lifts  him  out  of  himself ;  his  distinc- 
tion is  moral  and  intellectual — ^a  moral  energy  which  could  not 
be  satisfied  with  anything  short  of  an  ideal,  fearless  intellectual 
activity  which  proved  all  things,  and  shrank  from  no  conclu- 
sions in  an  honest  and  devout  search  after  truth.  This  pre- 
ponderance of  the  intellectual  and  moral  sides  of  his  nature 
over  the  emotional  accounts  in  some  degree  for  the  sense  of 
hardness  which  we  are  conscious  of  in  reading  his  works.  When 
angered  by  a  mischievous  doctrine  or  an  evil  practice,  he  is  apt 
to  express  and  justify  his  indignation  so  freely  that  even  his 
positive  teaching  seems  to  be  tinged  with  polemic  harshness. 
He  was  conscious  of  the  defect,  and  tells  us  that  he  strove  and 
prayed  against  it,^  but  it  was  to  the  end  of  his  life  too  strong 
for  him.  Yet,  whatever  were  his  faults  of  temper,  he  must 
have  possessed  a  singular  attractiveness.  No  mere  reputation 
for  learning  and  intellect  could  have  made  ^™  the  adviser  of 
the  King,  the  companion  of  nobles,  the  head  of  a  party  at 
Oxford,  and  the  adored  leader  of  a  band  of  faithful  friends  and 
disciples  there  and  at  Lutterworth.  Not  even  the  rancour  of 
his  enemies  could  impugn  the  blamelessness  of  his  life,  and  the 
only  sins  they  charged  against  him  were  pride  of  intellect  and 
desire  of  distinction,  accusations  which  no  one  can  hope  to 
escape  who  sets  himself  against  the  prevailing  beliefs  and 
customs  of  his  time.  He  has  however  been  blamed  for  cowardice 
by  those  who  have  accepted  Knighton's  very  suspicious  story  of 


1  See  a  paaea^  from  the  DeYeritate  qaoted  by  Dr.  Shirley,  F.  Z.  zIt.  Dr.  Shirley 
ipeaks  of  *  a  quick  temper,'  hut  what  Wvclil  acknowledges  is  that  something  of  Tin- 
dictiyeness  was  apt  to  oe  mingled  with  his  righteous  anger.  Another  characteristic 
ayowal  is  this :  **  Omnes  enim  oogitamus  snperflue,  qnomodo  Tindicta  caperetor  de 
hostibus  Christi  atqne  eccledsB,  et  jK>tins  cogitamus  imprecando  istam  yindictam  qnam 
alia  media  misericordiae,  qne  sic  injuriantibiis  cederent  ad  lalntem." — De  Sex  Jugis, 
Lechler  (Appendix),  iL  603. 
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his  recantation  at  Oxford.^  Eyen  apart  from  this  he  is  said  to 
have  been  shifty;  speaking  out  his  opinions  vehemently  and 
fnlly  before  his  disciples  and  the  crowd,  denying,  veiling,  or 
minimizing  them  before  authority.  I  do  not  think  he  is  fairly 
open  to  censure  on  this  poiiit.  No  doubt,  when  put  upon  his 
trial,  he  explained  away  some  of  the  charges  brought  against 
him.  In  his  defence  handed  in  to  the  Bishops  in  1378  he  says 
that  some  of  the  charges  were  founded  on  the  reports  of  youths 
who  had  heard  him  lecture,^  and  even  if  the  delators  had  by  a 
singular  chance  been  accurate,  yet  sentences  detached  from  their 
context  must  sometimes  have  needed  qualification.  Yet  any 
one  who  looks  through  his  defence  will  see  that  in  many  cases 
he  substantially  upholds  his  original  theses,  and  that  so  clearly 
that  the  Bishops  would  certainly  have  condemned  him  if  they 
had  been  free  to  act.  The  pertinacity  with  which  during  the 
last  years  of  his  life  he  reiterated  his  most  heterodox  doctrines 
in  all  ways,  in  tracts  and  sermons  as  well  as  in  formal  treatises, 
shows  that  he  did  not  shrink  from  braving  the  authorities  of 
ihe  Church.  K  we  bear  in  mind  how  solitary  he  then  was, 
without  any  party  to  encourage  him  by  their  applause  or  nerve 
him  by  their  expectations,  we  shall  wonder  at  his  constancy 
rather  than  accuse  him  of  faint-heartedness. 

I  need  say  little  as  to  the  character  of  the  tracts  which  are 
printed  here.  In  the  short  head-notes  that  I  have  prefixed  to 
each  I  have  tried  to  call  attention  to  the  salient  points  of  in- 
terest, and  to  give  my  best  judgment  as  to  authenticity.  I  may 
however  remark  that  while  the  book  has  been  going  through 
the  press  I  have  been  permitted  to  use  the  volume  of  Latin 
Sermons  in  the  Library  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  and  have 

^  Hofler  tries  to  back  up  the  accnsation  by  the  following  quotation  from  the  tract 
de  Apostaflia :  **  Bed  protestor  pnblioe  in  hiis  scriptis  qnod  si  aliqna  persona  ecclesiee, 
e&an.  Eobertus  Gibbonensis  (the  Antipope  Clement  VII.)  vei  aliqnis  de  suis  com- 
plidbiis,  et  mnlto  ma^  si  papa  noeter  Drbanns  VI.  tcJ  alius  Catibolicus  de  sibi  fideliter 
adhaerentibns  docnent  aliqnam  partem  hujns  sententiee  esse  falsam,  toIo  paratissime 
rerocare." — ^Anna  Ton  Lnzembuig,  p.  81.  Hofler  treats  tilus  as  a  profession  of  obedi- 
ence, pnt  on  to  shield  himself  from  the  charge  of  pertinacions  heresy  and  leave  a  way 
ogen  to  recant.  Was  there  oyer  a  reformer  or  mnoyator  who  did  not  express  his 
willingness  to  recant  if  any  one  wonld  teach  him  better  P 

'  'vEt  quia  per  pueros  reportata  est  sententia  fidei,  quam  dixi  in  scholis  et  alibi,  ao 
magiB,  per  pueros  etiam  usque  ad  Bomanam  curiam  transportata,"  etc. — ^Wals.  i.  357. 
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read  the  Latin  tracts  in  the  Ashbumham  MS.,  and  the  result 
of  this  increased  knowledge  of  Wyclif's  unquestioned  works  is 
to  make  me  lean  more  to  the  side  of  genuineness  than  when 
most  of  the  head-notes  were  written.  A  critic  must  haye  much 
more  faith  in  his  yerifying  faculty  than  I  possess  if  he  can 
hope  always  to  decide  with  certainty  whether  a  giyen  tract  was 
written  by  Wyclif  or  by  one  of  hid  intimate  associates,  but  I 
can  safely  affirm  that  the  contents  of  this  yolume  are  Wyclifite 
if  not  Wyclif 's ;  that  they  represent  the  yiews  which  he  main- 
tained, rarely  if  oyer  coloured  by  the  exaggerations  of  the  later 
and  more  yiolent  Lollards. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  there  is  a  certain  sameness  which 
makes  these  tracts  rather  tiresome  to  read  continuously.  Yet 
any  one  who  does  so  will  be  rewarded  now  and  then  by  touches 
which  depict,  sometimes  humorously,  the  manners  of  the  time. 
The  bad  side  of  the  friar  is  shown  to  us  imder  many  aspects ; 
as  a  pardoner  with  stolen  buUs  and  false  relics  (p.  154),  as  a 
pedlar  carrying  ornaments  or  pet  dogs  as  presents  to  ladies  who 
were  sure  to  return  his  gifts  with  interest  (p.  12),  or,  as  he 
was  more  generally  seen  upon  his  rounds,  accompanied  by  an 
"Iscariot"  into  whose  bag  was  poured  the  produce  of  his 
sturdy  begging,  while  he  eyaded  the  rule  which  forbade  him  to 
touch  coin  by  counting  it  with  a  stick  or  wearing  gloyes  (p.  49)  ; 
or,  lastly,  he  is  presented  to  us  as  an  interloping  preacher, 
crying  down  the  parish  priest  and  tickling  the  ears  of  the 
people  in  the  hope  of  a  good  collection  (pp.  443-446).  Else- 
where we  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  f riyolous  crowd  that  himg 
about  the  great  prelates  (as  about  other  noblemen),  dressed  in 
the  most  extrayagant  fashions  of  the  day,  and  swearing  curious 
and  profane  oaths  unmeet  for  the  ears  of  their  patrons  (p.  38). 
Or  coming  to  the  parish  priests  we  may  see  by  the  yices  of 
which  they  are  accused— drunkenness,  lewdness,  and  gambling 
— that  the  preyailing  standard  of  morals  among  them  was  low, 
since  otherwise  such  reproaches  would  haye  been  absurd  and 
ineffectiye.  It  may  perhaps  be  well  to  add  that  we  must  not 
look  here  for  a  fair  picture  of  friars  or  secular  clergy.  Men 
like  Wyclif  whose  mission  is  to  make  the  crooked  straight; 
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preachers,  reformers,  prophets,  do  not  supply  us  with  an  im- 
partial sketch  of  manners.  The  evils  against  which  they  strive 
engross  their  attention,  and  we  can  no  more  trust  to  their  de- 
lineations than  to  those  of  a  satirist,  yet  they  are  full  of  instruc- 
tion to  one  who  knows  how  to  read  them  with  due  allowance.^ 

Even  on  matters  that  are  not  ecclesiastical  we  have  som^ 
notices  of  interest.  The  complaints,  of  jury-packing  (p  182), 
and  perversion  of  justice  (p  247),  of  extortionate  taxation  and 
seizure  of  goods  in  exchange  for  worthless  tally  sticks,  of  serf- 
dom enforced  unjustly  (pp.  233,  234) ;  all  these  show  us  how 
the  weak  had  to  suflFer,  and  how  much  food  was  daily  given  to 
that  fire  of  indignation  which  after  long  smouldering  broke 
forth  in  the  wild  rebellion  of  the  peasants. 

I  have  yet  to  say  a  few  words  as  to  the  purpose  and  plan  of 
this  volume.  My  object  has  been  to  complete  the  publication 
of  Wyclif 's  English  works.  With  this  view  I  have  printed  all 
the  tracts  enumerated  in  Dr.  Shirley's  Catalogue  that  were 
omitted  by  Mr.  Arnold,  except  when  there  is  a  strong  balance 
of  evidence  against  their  authenticity.  The  exceptions  are : — 
No  1.  A  collection  of  sermons  ascribed  to  Wyclif  only  by  a 
g:ue8S  of  Dr.  Vaughan ;  ^  Nos  6-9.  Commentaries  on  the  Gospels 
and  the  Apocalypse,  which  are  by  a  later  writer ;  *  No.  11,  parts 
1  and  7,  which  are  shown  by  Mr.  Arnold  to  be  by  another 
author.*  With  regard  to  No.  48,  I  think,  with  Mr.  Arnold, 
that  it  is  not  Wyclif' s,  and  I  have  left  it  out  with  less  hesita- 
tion since  it  has  been  printed  by  Dr.  Todd.^ 

Of  the  pieces  that  are  printed  here,  "  De  Officio  Pastorali  "  and 
"De  Papa"  (Shirley  61  and  62)  are  undoubtedly  genuine,  but 
were  out  of  Mr.  Arnold's  reach  at  the  time  his  book  was  brought 
put.  The  rest  of  the  volume  consists  of  his  leavings.  On  questions 

>  I  am  setting  down  truisms,  bnt  Mr.  Arnold  is  so  seyere  npon  Wyclif  for  his 
oneeidedness  that  I  feel  bound  to  apologize  lest  I  incur  the  same  condemnation. — S. 
E.  W.  iii.  ii. 

>  See  note  in  Shirley's  Catalogue  and  S.  £.  W.  i.  p.  iii. 

>  S.  E.  "W.  i.  p.  iv.  and  Lechler,  i.  440  (i.  334  Ei^lish  edition). 

*  S.  E.  W.  iii.  p.  vi.  There  are  bits  inserted,  which  may  probably  be  by  Wyclif. 
The  piece  will  be  edited  for  this  Society  by  Canon  Simmons  among  his  I^y  Folks' 
Catechinns. 

A  Three  treatises  by  John  Wycklyffe,  D.D.,  Dublin  1851. 
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of  genuineness  and  interest,  whioh  have  to  be  determined  by 
internal  evidence,  it  is  impossible  that  any  two  students  should 
be  exactly  in  accord,  and  it  is  not  for  me  to  complain  that  the 
gleanings  left  for  me  are  scarcely  less  worth  than  the  harvest 
which  Mr.  Arnold  gathered.  Some  of  these  tracts,  e.g.  "On 
Feigned  Contemplative  Life  "  (No.  X.),  and  "  On  Servants  and 
Lords"  (No.  XV.),  seem  to  me  to  be  above  the  average  even  of 
his  third  volume  in  interest. 

As  to  the  method  pursued  in  editing,  several  tracts  are  from 
unique  copies,  and  required  only  careful  transcription  and  cor- 
rection of  the  press.  Where  two  or  more  MSS.  gave  me  the 
opportunity  of  collation,  I  have  not  attempted  to  note  mere 
differences  of  spelling,  lest  I  should  encumber  the  page  with 
footnotes  and  references  to  an  intolerable  degree.  Whenever 
it  was  possible  I  have  kept  the  reading  of  the  MS.  which  has 
served  as  groundwork,  giving  the  alternatives  in  the  note,  and 
have  corrected  the  text  only  where  I  thought  there  could  be  no 
doubt  it  was  faulty.  I  have  given  in  the  margin  the  references 
for  texts  quoted  by  Wyclif,^  but  I  have  not  tried  to  trace  home 
his  many  quotations  from  the  Fathers,  etc. 

In  the  notes  I  have  adduced  some  parallel  passages  from  the 
Latin  works.  It  would  have  been  easy  to  add  laany  from  the 
English  sermons  and  tracts  already  published ;  but  as  my  object 
was  to  show  the  resemblance  of  the  text  to  Wyclif 's  authentic 
writings,  I  have  drawn  by  preference  from  the  Latin,  as  their 
genuineness  is  unquestionable.  An  additional  motive  for  this 
course  is  that  the  Latin  works  are  for  the  most  part  less  readily 
available  than  the  English,  and  for  a  similar  reason  I  have 
taken  as  much  as  possible  from  MSS.,  in  the  hope  that  if  my 
quotations  should  not  seem  to  the  point,  their  insertion  may  be 
excused  by  their  intrinsic  interest. 

I  must  not  omit  to  acknowledge  the  kindness  which  has  made 
my  work  possible.  For  the  loan  of  MSS.  I  have  to  thank  His 
Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Provost  and  Fellows 
of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  and  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 

^  When  the  yerae  nnmher  is  in  bracketB,  $.g.  Luke  z.  [7],  the  reference  to  the 
chapter  is  given  in  the  MS. 
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Ashbumham.  The  use  of  the  Ashbumham  MS.  has  been 
doubly  yaluable  to  me,  both  as  enabling  me  to  add  two  import- 
ant and  authentic  tracts,  and  as  giving  me  an  opportunity  of 
studying  the  Latin  tracts  contained  in  it,  many  of  them  unique. 
The  strict  regulations  binding  on  the  Library  of  Corpus  Christi 
College,  Cambridge,  do  not  allow  of  the  loan  of  MSS.,  but  I 
have  much  reason  to  be  grateful  to  Mr.  Lewis,  the  Librarian, 
for  affording  the  utmost  facility  in  the  use  of  the  MS.  from 
which  most  of  the  tracts  in  this  volume  are  copied. 

I  have  also  to  thank  Professor  Atkinson  of  Trinity  College, 
Dublin,  and  Mr.  S.  J.  Herrtage  for  generous  assistance,  and 
especially  my  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Furnivall,  without  whose 
encouragement  my  task  would  not  have  been  undertaken,. and 
whose  ready  helpfulness  has  been  most  useful  to  me 
throughout. 
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takis 

read 

talis. 

w<U 

** 

WftA. 

pat 

>at. 

jritti 

>ritti. 

Jertyne)? 

pertynej. 

pouj 

>ou^ 

leuyng 

lenyng- 

Eccles 

Ecclus. 

fart 

part. 

Jod  X.  9 

Job  X.  4. 

disceyeud 

disceyued. 

Page  8,  1.  33  for 

P.  21,  1.  1 

P.  22,  1.  19 

P.  30,  1.  14 

P.  46,  1.  25  „ 

P.  80,  1.  19 

P.  129,  1.  1  „ 

P.  218, 1.  11,  margin      „ 

P.  224,  1.  28  „ 

P.  286,  margin  „ 

P.  334,  1.  6 

P.  350, 1.  13,  <fo/tf  full  stop  aft^  hope. 

P.  400,  1.  8,  %n%ert  comma  after  vermis. 

P.  425,  1.  33,  deU  full  stop  after  dede. 

P.  497.      Note    on   undren,     Cunon    Simmons    has  kindly   sent  me 

^  some  quotations  from  **  The  Seven  Canonical  Hours  of  Prayer  in  the 
Anglo-Saxon  Church,"  1715,  which  show  that  undem  originally 
meant  tiereey  however  loosely  it  was  used  later.  The  word  was 
growing  antiquated  in  "NVyclif's  time.  It  occurs  four  times  in  the 
first  version  of  the  Bible,  but  is  always  omitted  in  the  second. 
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WYCLIF'S   ENGLISH    TRACTS. 


OF   THE   LEAVEN   OF  PHARISEES. 

With  regard  to  this  tract,  as  with  many  that  follow,  I  can  give  no 
decided  opinion  as  to  authorship.  I  find  it  monotonous  and  poor  in 
style,  but  in  substance  it  contains  nothing  that  may  not  be  Wyclif  s, 
while  there  is  so  much  of  his  characteristic  teaching  that  it  must  be 
by  one  of  his  intimate  disciples  if  not  by  himself.  The  reference  to 
Bishop  Spencer's  crusade  (p.  8)  shows  that  it  was  written  about  1383. 
In  some  parts  it  very  much  resembles  the  Fifty  Heresies  and  Errors  of 
Friars,  printed  by  Mr.  Arnold,  No.  ixiv.  Compare  especially  pp.  14,  15, 
with  Chapter  xvn.  of  the  Fifty  Heresies  (8.  E.  W.  III.  280). 

There  is  a  lively  description  in  Chap.  m.  of  the  tricks  of  the  friars, 
which  agrees  well  with  Chaucer's  description  of  his  friar,  whose 

typet  was  aye  faned  fiill  of  knyfes 
And  pynnes  for  to  give  faiie  wyfes. 

The  touch  about  their  making  Mends  with  women  by  giving  them 
pet  dogs  (p.  12)  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  peculiar  to  this  tract. 

Copied  from  the  Corpus  MS.  X.,  and  collated  with  the  Dublin  MS.  A  A. 

SUMMABT. 

Chap.  I.  Christ  commands  us  to  flee  the  leaven  of  Pharisees,  who  belonged  to  a 
singular  religion.    The  Religious  of  these  days  are  like  them. 

II.  Proofs  of  hypocrisy.     Their  pride,  enyy,  persecution  of  true  preachers, 

covetousness,  self-indulgence,  and  unchastity. 

III.  How  they  offend  against  each  of  the  Ten  Commandments. 

rV.  How  they  do  the  contrary  of  the  works  of  bodily  mercy. 

y.  How  they  do  the  contrary  of  the  works  of  spiritual  mercy. 

YI.  How  they  fail  in  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity. 

VII.  The  duty  of  exposing  their  wickedness. 

VIII.  Cowardice  and  falseness  preyalent  among  all  classes.    Faults  of  priests. 

IX.  Faults  of  Lords. 

X.  Faults  of  Commons. 

XI.  The  faults  of  the  Beligious  are  much  the  worst. 
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OF  THE  LBAYEN   OF  PHARISEES.  [Chap.  I. 


Attendite  a  fermento  phariseort^m  quod  est  ypocrisis 
Luc^,  12° 

Capitulum  -primum. 

Ouwi'B  oom-    Crist  comandib  to  his  disciplis  and  to  alle  oristene  men  to 

mand   to    flee  ,.     .       ,       «     y,        ,  ,  a      i       .  ,  .  i        . 

the  ie»7en  of    vndirstonde  &  nee  >e  sowrdow  of  pnansees,  he  wiche   is 

Phariacei,  ^  r  7    / 

whoweremenof  ypocrisie.  Eirst  phaiisees  been  men  of  synguler  religioun 
^°'  founden  of  synful  men,  biside  ^e  ordynaance  of  god  pat  is 
tanjt  in  holi  writ.  And  yn  cristes  tyme  ^ere  weren  J^re 
sectes  of  ordres  fonnden  of  mannys  ordinaances,  as  pharisees, 
saduces  and  esseis.  of  two  ]?e  firste  mathew  speke]?  in  his 
gospel.  And  of  J^e  ^ridde  speke^  J^e  maister  of  stories.  The 
firste  two  weren  grete  men  of  name  and  hanynge,  and  weren 

and  enemies  to  stronge  enemyes  to  crist  &  his  lawe,  and  disceyueden  be  peple 

Christ, 

by  ypocrisie,  &  weren  ful  coueitous.     And  ]?erfore   Seint 
Bo  that  Christ  Joon  baptist  &  crist  clepede  hem  ypocr»tis  &  s^entis  and 

called     theiQ 

hypocrites,  and  addir  kyndles,  &  jha  cnrsede  hem  ofte,  ^ee  eijte  tymes,  as  be 

corsed  them. 

gospel  sei]^.     But  crist  louede  &  sanede  summe  gode  men  of 

Exceptions.        hem,  as  nicodeme  &  poul,  &  brou^te  hem  out  of  her  ordris 

to  fredom  of  }>e  gospel  &  distroied  J^ese  ordris,  as  holi  writ 

ReUgious  ordCTs  seij.    And  jif  oure  newe  religious  ben  in  j^ese  same  synnys, 

Pharisees.         as  ful  of  coucitise  &  ypocrisic,  &  stryuen  ajens  Je  fredom  of 

J^e  gospel  &  cristis  lif  &  his  apostlis,  ^ei  ben  cursid  of  god  ; 

and  ^ei  shullen  be  brou^t  out  of  here  ordris  maad  of  synful 

men  &  broujt  clenly  to  J^e  gospel  &  fredom  of  cristis  ordre, 

for  it  is  most  p^rfit  &  most  esi  to  wynne  heuene  by  &  most 

sikir,  for  ]^e  most  myjt,  most  wisdom,  &  most  charite  of  j&u 

crist  J'at  made  it  and  made  nou^t  J?ise  newe  ordris.     And  ^if 

Thej   are    not  bei  hadden  be  needful  or  profitable  he  wolde  haue  maad  hem 

founded  or  sane- 

tioned  by  Christ,  by  hym  silf  or  by  his  apostelis,  or  teld  in  holi  writ  bi  what 
man  &  what  tyme  J^ei  shulden  haue  come  in ;  but  noujt  of  al 
sniiieieney  of  J^is  is  founden  in  holi  writ,  in  wich  is  al  nedful  and  profitable 
They  axe  nnder  ordynaunce  of  holi  chirche ;  &  J^^rfore  al  ^is  nouelrie  of 
so^iotoo  of  hy-  ^^^^^  ^^  suspoct  of  ypocrlsie  &  luciferis  pride  and  blasfemye 
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Chap.  I.]  OF  THE  LEAVEN  OF   PHARISEES.  3 

of  antecristis  ypociisie.  last  men  doon  yia  nonelrie  for  yein 
glorie  &  for  getynge  more  plentifousli  of  wordli  godis  bi 
abite  &  o}>er  sygnes  of  holineBse ;  si^}>e  }>ei  myjten  lyue  as 
pleaandeli  to  god  &  as  moche  profit  to  holi  chirche,  and  fulli 
ocnpie  al  ]?e  myitis  bo^e  of  soule  &  body  be  ]^at  clone  religioun 
)«t  crist  made  hym  self  to  his  disciplis  &  prestiB  as  bi  J^ese 
nonelries  maad  of  ydiotis  &  synful  wrecohis  of  lucifers  pride ; 
for  hei  ben  taken  as  holier  men  &  holden  hem  self  more  ^^^yP'i^^J?*"* 

'  BelTCfl  more  on 

worji  for  Jise  newe  ordinannces  of  her  owen  fonnyd  heuedis,  ^^J^ig^  ^lan 

^at  letten  hem  from  }e  better  ocupacioun,'  *Jan  for  clennesse  2[p"2M8.cS^.*] 

of  cristis  ordre,  Jouj  }ei  seruen*  nen^re  so  p^tly  crist 

in  holy  lynyng  and  trewe  techyng  wi]?oute  Jis  newe  pro- 

fessioufi  and  cennonyes,  ^e  whiche  crist  and  his  apostlis 

diden  neu^e  ne  tanjten  in  al  holy  writ.     It  is  a  fendis  pride 

a  synfnl  creature  to  putte  defautte  in  Je  ordynauwee  of  crist,  SSt^ScwlTi) 

seiynge  in  word  or  dede  Jat  crist  tanjte  not  his  disciplis  and  ^^  defective, 

his  prates  }e  beste  ordre  and  religioun,  but  lefte  J^e  beste 

ordre  bihynde  a  ^ousand  jeer  and  more  til  sathanas  was  yn- 

bonnden  to  desceyne  men  bi  lesyngis  and  ypocWsie,  and  sij^en 

crist  made  and  taujte  ]7e  beste  religioun,  it  is  a  stynkyoge 

pride  of  luciferis  children  to  leue  }e  betre,  and  constreyne 

men  to  leue  ]7e  bet^re,  and  take  and  node  men  to  holde  forj^e 

fe  worse.     Of  blasphemy e,  for  ^es  newe  religious  seyn  in 

word  or  dede  j^at  crist  myjt  not,  coude  not,*  or  wolde  not  teche 

cristen  men  ]^e  beste  religion  to  wynnen  heuene  by ;  and  jif 

>is  be  sob  crist  was  not  eod,  for  banne  he  was  oute  of  charite.  and  thus  that  he 

'  ^  '^.  ,         .  waenotGod. 

And  in  fis  same  J^ei  seyn  pnueily  pat  a  synful  ydiot  was 

more  *  wis  and  fiillere  of  charite  ^an  ihu  crist,  siy  bi  hem  ]?is 

synful  ydiot  jaf  and  Tsed  a  bet^e  religioun  ]?an  eu^e  dide 

cHsfc  god  almyjty.    ypocrisie  is  a  fals  feynyng  of  holynes 

whan  it  is  not  in  trewj^e  bifore  god,  and  so  ypocrisie  is  fully  Hyi^sy  most 

oontrarie  to  crist,  ]^at  is  trew)?e  as  Je  gospel  teche)?,  and  it  is  chrat,  who   is 

comTutly  Je  moste  p^rylous  synne  of   alle.     For  comunly 

an  ypocrite  do^  neuere  yenej  penaunce,  for  trist  J^at  he  has 


1  Up  to  this  point  is  copied  from  AA,  as  the  text  in  X  is  illegible  from  damp. 
>  eawen  AA.  *  omitted  X.  ^  omitted  X. 
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4  OF  THE  LEAVEN  OF   PHABI8BES.  [Chap.  n. 

in  his  owen  holy  feyned  lif  and  for  likyng  of  veyne  glorie 
and  for  wynnynge  of  worldly  goodis ;  and  ypocritis  ben  moat 
Hypocrites  the  cursod  before  al  o^er  ]?eue8,  for  J^ei  ben  J^euea  of  goodis  of 
groce  and  dysceyuen  o^er  men  in  goodis  of  y^rtn,  ^at  ben 
bet^re  }>an  goodis  of  fortune  or  goodis  of  kynde,  and  as  a  }>ing 
is  bet^e  so  ^e  mysusyng  ]7er-of  is  more  dampnable,  as  lyncolne 
and  o]^er  derkis  prouen ;  and  ^erfore  crist  in  ]?e  gospel 
corsid  so  ofte  ypocritis  more  J^an  oj^^re  synful  men. 

Capitulum  2'"- 

Tests  of  hypo-       See  now  whe^er  oute  religions  ^is  day  ben  ypocritis. 
™^ '  ^if  ]7ei  bynden  hem  self  bi  herte,  word  and  sygnes  to  moste 

mekenesse  aft^  crist  and  his  apostelis,   and'  jit  ben  most 
pride  in  worldly  proude  of  worldly  goodes,  of  beaute,  of  welschap,  of  strengj^e 
of  body,  of  connyng,  of  worldly  and  fleschly  frenschipe,  of 
•[p.  8  MS.]        kyn,  and  of  holynesse  *of  herd  singuler  religion,  ^an  ben  fei 
moost  cursed  and  synful  ypocritis. 
Jif  ]7ei  maken  hem  self  in  sijte  of  peple  more  holi  ^  J^an  oj^^re 
boestiiiR  of       men  and  bosten  ^ereof  in  owtward  signes  or  wordes,  as  mom- 
'  ynge  abite,  lettris  of  frat^mite,  y&t  crien  her^  holynesse  and 
synguler  deuocions  bifor  men,  and  bihynde  ceesen  of;  and  do 
]?is  for  worldely  wynnyng  and  yeyn  glorie,  and  preisen  more 
here  owen  longe  preieris  )>an  o}er  menntM,^  }ei  ben  }>an  foule 
ypocritis. 

%  Jif  ]7ei  bynden  hem  to  most  charite  and  ]^er  wi]?  ben  in 
enTy  among      gret  enuye  amongis  hem  self,  and  han  dispitt  and  indignacion  of 
hatred  of  true  good  lyf  and  trewc  techyng  of  cristis  gospel  J^at  symple  men 
don  out  of  here  ordre,  J^es  ben  perilous  ypocritis  and  cursed 
of  god  for  defaute  of  charite. 
delight  in  mis-      Jif  J'oi  beu  glad  of  here  enemys  myslyuyng  or  techynge,  to 
others,  ^^     ^  letto  ]7er-by  men  to  teche  freliche  goddis  lawe,  fei  ben  ctirsed 
ypocritis. 
Jif  ^ei  bynden  hem  to  most  pacience  and  mercy  and  jfer 
'  omitted  X. 

s  The  MS.  contraction-mark  is  that  for  -m,  though  *  mannes'  occurs  on  p.  30, 1. 22,  and 
in  the  first  two  sheets  at  least,  all  the  other  noun  flexions,  except  this  *  mennut '  (or 
*  mannitf']  are  in  '  is,*  *  ys '  or  *  es.' 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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wj]?  haten  and  ben  woode  wro^  with  men  ^at  trewly  dispisen 

sjmie  and  reprouen  her^  ypocriisiey  and  pursuen  hem  «ruely  peneontion  of 

and  with  out  m^rcy  ^at  frdj  and  sadly  techyn  ]7e  gospel  and  the  Oospd, 

^e  comanndements  of  god  wherby  here  symonye  and  ypocnsie 

is  more  knowen  of  ]^e  peple,  ]^nne  ^ei  ben  cruel  ypocritis. 

^if  yd  pnrsnen  trwe  men  for  techyng  of  ]?e  gospel,  and  seyn 
^ere  wip  f&t  pel  pursuen  hem  for  errours  ]?at  J^ei  seyn  openly 
to  ye  peple  when  pel  lien  &  falsly '  sclaundren  trewe  men, 
but  ye  pursuyt  is  maad  for  prmtes  techyng  men  where  yei 
schullen  do  her^  almes  to  here  moste  nedy  neijbores  aft«r  ^e 
gospel ;  yaa  be  ^ei  cursed  ypocritis. 

^  ^if  y&,  maken  pr^latis  and  lordis,  bi  here  fals  flateryng  enoooraging 
and  lesyngis  in  confessions  and  preuei  conseils,  to  lette  prestis  preuhing  of  tue 
to  preche  goddis  lawe  and  to  lette  ye  peple  to  knowe  and  to 
kepe  ye  comaundementis  of  god,  lest  ireris  ypocrisie  and 
wynny[n]g  be  stoppid  and  ye  peples  almes  bet^e  spendid, 
yenne  be  yei  cursed  ypocritis. 

^  ^U  yei  come  in  to  ye  chirche  to  holde  and  meyntene  ye 
pou^t  of  crist  and  his  apostelis  and  bynden  hem  yet  to,  and 
ber  with  ben  most  coueitouse  abouten  worldely  goodis,  summe  coTetmuneas 

*  under    pretence 

aboute  temp^al  almes  nedles  and  summe  aboute  worldely  of  poTeny, 
lordyschype,  bi  ypocrisie  and  lesyngis  and  flat^ryngs,  ^ei  ben 
^an  trecherous  ypocritis  and  perilous  enemys  of  crist  and  his 
chirche. 

*^  }if  ^ei  maken  profession  to  most  hey  pou^  and  to  be  •[?.  4  ms.] 
deed  to  J^e  world  and  worldely  }>ingis,  and  wi^  J^is  str3ruen 
ny^t  and  day  who  of  hem  may  bilde  gaiest  wast  housis  and  building  of  gay 
costly  places,  as  chirchis  or  castelis  to  herberwen  lordis  inne 
and  ladyes,  and  beggen  of  pore  men  yer-to  ^at  han  nou^t  to 
lynen  by  ne  here  children,  J^ei  ben  perilous  ypocritis  and 
dysceyuen  riche  and  poore. 

JLf  yd  ordeynen  ydiotis  to  ben  lymytours  ^at  best  kunnyn 
begge,  and  holde  goode  men  and  kunnyng  in  holy  writt  fro 
pr^hynge,  and  disceyuen  men  bi  pardons,  lettris  of  frat^mite  decetTing    men 

by  pftrdone  and 

and  priuat  preiens  for  to  geten  worldely  muk  more  Jan  J^^   of   fra^ 
soule  hel]7e,  Janne  be  J^ei  fals  ypocritis  and  worschipen 
fiedie  maummetifl. 
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^  Jif  }ei  bynden  liem  to  traaeile  fSetste  and  techyng  of  }e 
gospel  frely,  as  crist  and  his  apostelis  diden,  and  her-wi]' 

luxfunrinhottMj  ordeynen  costly  chamhris  and  beddis  and  siluerene  yessel  and 
gay  dopes  and  costly  mete  and  drink,  as  knyjttis,  barouns 

SrSiSliiig**'  ^^  ^^^'  "*^  prwshyn*  not  but  onys  or  Juries  in  Je  jeer  bi- 
fore  grete  lordis  and  comuntees  for  veyn  glorie  or  worldely 
wynnyng,  J^ei  be  Jeanne  ypocritis  at  }e  fiille. 

^if  }ei  traueilen  faste  in  aristole '  and  newe  sophymes  to  ben 

■tudying    Uw    clcpyd  maistrcs,  and  J^an  traueilen  not  in  holy  writt  but  veyn 

"^^  pleies  &  corioustees,  and  excusen  hem  her-bi  fro  preiynge  and 

rysynge  at  mydnyjt,  J^ei  ben  ypocritis ;  for  ]^ei  don  not  goddis 
s^uyce  in  hem  selfe  but  draw  en  oj^ere  men  J^er-fro. 

^if  }ei  bynden  hem  to  grete  penaunce  and  abstynence  of 
mete  and  drynk  and  ^^er-of  bosten  to  }e  peple,  and  her^wttA 

induigenoe  in  scken  lustys  of  costly  metis  and  drynkis,  and  bien  hem 
derrere  J^an  lordis  don,  and  dwellen  in  courtis  wttA  lordes 
and  ladies  to  feden  hertf  bely  faat,  and  leuen  hertf  deuocions 
of  cloistre,   }ei  ben    foul   ypocritis,   for    }ei    maken    her^ 

Phu.  ill.  10.        stynkynge  bely  her^  false  god  as  seynt  poule  seij^. 

encouraging  ff  Jif  hei  plescn  lordes  and  ladies  in  synne  and  counforten 

lords  in  opprew-         u    €      j       tr  ^  ^ 

ingthdr  tenants,  hem  to  don  eztorcions  to  here  pore  tenauntes  and  to  meyn- 
tene  false  causes  for  to  haue  lykyngis  of  her^  foule  wombe ; 
Jei  ben  wickid  ypocritis  and  robberis  of  poore  men  and 
traitours  to  lordes  and  ladyes. 

^  Jif  }ei  bynde  hem  self  to  dene  chastite  bo]?e  of  body  and 

fomioation  and  Boule  and  of  dede  and  wille,  and  her^-wil^  don  fomycacioun 

adultery,  ' 

and  auoutrte  wi}  wyues  and  nonnes,  and  slen  wommen  ]^at 

•[p.  5  MS.]         w»tA-stonden  ♦hem  in  J^is  synne ;  J?ei  ben  foule  ypocritis. 

•odomy.  ^  jjf  j^i  ^ou  Jc  cursod  syuBO  of  sodom  wij?  hem  self,  and 

seyn  to  nyse  wymmen  ^at  it  is  lesse  synne  to  trespase  with 

hem  {'an  with  oj^ere  weddid  men,  and  vndir  taken  for  ]?e 

syuDe  of  }e  wommen,  and  norischen  ryche  men  and  wymmen 

in  lecherie  and  in  auoutrte  for  monye  and  to  haue  here  owne 

»v  ^ -<i  v-t      lustis ;  hei  ben  cursid  ypocritis  and  distroien  cristendom. 

The  devil  Dringa 

together  such     It  seme]?  }e  deuyl  gedre}'  siche  lumpis  of  jonge  men,  ftitte 

'  omitted  X.  '  Aristotile  AA. 
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and  lykynge  and  ydyl,  and  byndi]'  hem  fro  wjues,  ]^at  men  young  men  to  in- 
myjten  hane  bi  goddis  lawe,  to  maken  false  heiris  and  to 
for-do  ^e  kynde  of  men  and  so  make  }e  erj^e  cursed  of  god 
and  alle  his  seyntb.    And  }ub  }ei  ben  ypooritis  moste  damp- 
nable  bi-for  god. 

^  ^if  ^ei  seyn  ^at  }ei  ben  most  holy  and  best  men  of 
religion^  and  ^er  wi}  lyuen  in  most  pride,  most  ennye  and 
wra^e,  in  most  coaeitise  and  ydilnesse,  in  most  glotone, 
dronkennesse,  or  snrfet  and  leccherie.^ 

Capitulum  3°^ 

See  now  where  }ei  breken  falsly  alle  ]^e  comaundementis  How  they  break 
of  god.    ^f  J^ei  chesyn  to  be  reulid  more  aft^  J^  ordynaunce  m^ts.  °*™"*  " 
of  synfdl  men  and  ydiotis  ^an  afl;^  J^e  clene  ordynaunce  of  i.  They  wonup 
crist,  and  seyn  ^at  synfiil  mennt««  ordynaunce  is  bet^re  and  setting  men** 
Bikereie  for  men  and  mortf  p^rfit  {^an  is  ]^e  clene  ordynaunce  chriBt'e. 
of  crist ;  J^ei  worschipen  false  goddis  and  ben  heretikys  and 
blasphemes ;  and  so  J^ei  breken  ^e  first  maundement  of  god. 
^if  ^i  dreden  more  and  ponyschen  more  for  brekynge  of 
synfol  mennes  contradicions  J^an  for  comaundementis  of  god 
cursedly  broken,  and  studien  and  louen  more  her^  priuat 
reulis  ]»n  }e  hestis  of  god,  ]?ei  worschepen,  louen  and  dreden 
more  synfal  men,  and  in  caas  dampnyd  deuelis,  }an  god 
almyjti.    for  as  austyn  eei}  a  man  mski}  fat  }mg  his  god  Aoftyn. 
fe  whiche  he  dredi]'  most  or  loue]?  most. 

^  }if  Jei  chargen  men  more  to  seke  blynde  stockys  or  ymagis  They  set  more 
and  to  offire  to  hem  more  l^an  to  pore  bedrede  men  and  more  images    than 

'  *^  keeping      God's 

^an  to  charge  goddis  hestis;  }ei  worschipen  false  goddis.  oommMids. 

for  fou}  a  man  breke  goddis  hestis  J^ei  wole  soone  and  lijtly 

aasoile  hiw,  but  jif  he  make  a  vow  to  a  blynd  pylgrymage  or  Mgrtemges. 

to  sende  his  offrynge  to  siche  a  stok ;  ]yat  sohal  not  be  dis- 

pensid  wi]?  but  reserued  to  a  grettere  satrap.    And  in  J^is  ]^ei 

chargen  more  ]^e  brekynge  of  a  folic  a-vow  of  synful  men  fan 

}e  brekynge  of  goddis  *hestis ;  but-whe^^ere  is  more  ydolatrie  ?  •[p.  e  ms.] 

*  Probablj  there  should  follow  **  ]?ei  ben  canid  ypocritifl/'  nnless  the  preceding  claose 
is  to  be  taken  as  part  of  the  sentence.    Bnt  in  both  IISS.  it  is  distinctly  marked  off. 
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fiieiy**to  "draw  ^  ?^  f®^  sweren  in  veyn  and  many  fiEdse  ojis  to  bigile  }onge 
OTdS[*^^  ^'^  children  to  hew  veyn  religion,  sweryng  Jat  it  is  J?e  beste; 
who  toki}  }e  name  of  god  in  more  ydelnesse  and  more 
dispitt?  ^if  }ei  taken  ]^e  charge  to  ben  trewe  vikeris  or 
semauntis  of  crist  and  ^er-wij^  taken  ypon  hem  falsly  ]?at 
]?inge  {'at  is  resemed  to  god  only,  as  to  make  men  portyners 
Letters  of  fhiter- of  her^  medeful  dedis,   and  to  graunte  hem   he  blisse  of 

uliy  and   indol-  '  ^  ' 

genoes  for  the  heneno  and  piirdon  to  slee  cnsten  men  for  to  meyntene 
worldely  lordschip  and  coneitise  of  J^at  prist  J^at  schulde 
be  most  meke,  most  pore,  most  redy  to  dye  for  cristen  menni» 
soolis ;  who  taki^  more  cursidly  \e  name  of  god  in  yeyn  ? 

They  undertake     %  Vd  \%\  vndirtaken  to  brynge  scales  out  of  purgatorie  bi 

to  get  souls  out  *      « 

of  purgatory  for  her^  preiors  and  here  to  receyuen  myche  gold  or  rentis,  and 

money. 

\9r-yri^  lyuen  in  pride,  enuye  and  cj^^e  grete  synnes ;  who 

taki]?  more  goddis  name  in  veyn,  and  more  cursidly  dis- 
Luke  Ti.  46.       oeyuc^  cnsteu  men  ?    ^  For  crist  sei]?  to  siche  men  in  ]re 

gospel  of  seynt  Ink :  What  seie  ^ee  to  me  lord !  lord !  and 
Matth.xT.  8.      don  not  my  comaundementis ;  and  i»  ^  gospel  of  maiheu 

sei]'  crist  J^at  siche  ypomtis  worschipen  him  wi]'   outen 
ProT.xxTiii.  [9.]  cause ;  and  by  Salomons  bok  seij^  god  J^at  his  preiere  is  cursid 

and  abhomynable  ^at  ttfme]^  a  wey  his  oris  J^at  he  her^  not 
Miaa.uo V      god^  ^ZNie ;  and  also  bi  J^e  prophete ysaie  and  malachie  and 

austyn  and  gregory  and  many  moo. 
III.  They  use  the      %.  X\i  \^\  maken  hem  besi  on  be  holy  day  to  preche  fablia 

holiday  to  preach         U    /      r  x  J        J  r 

fables  and  to  beg.  and  Icsyugis  to  J^c  pcplc  and  not  \e  gospel,  and  gon  fro 

place  to  place  and  fro  man  to  man  to  begge  of  por«  men  for 

her0  false  lesyngis,  and  letten  men  fro  her«  deuocioun;  ^i 

^*2^"r^**S*  kepen  not  wel  here  holiday.     ^  Jif  J^ei  drawen  Je  peple  in  Je 

Sows   etc  ^*^d  ^^^^^*y  ^y  coryouste  of  gaye  wyndownes  and  colours  and 

not  to  repent,      peyntyngis  and  babwynrie  fro  conpuncdon  of  here  synnes 

and  fro  mynde  of  heuenely  ]?inges,  and  fede  riche  men  wi)? 

pore  menntw  goodis,  yn\  costly  metis  and  wynes  and  wast 

spicerie  to  glotonye,  dronkenesse,  lecherie,  and  weiward  takis, 

and  suffren  pore  men  hungry  and  {^risti  and  in  gret  mischef ; 

]?ei  kepen  euyl  here  holyday  and  letten  o^^re  men  to  kepen 

it.    ^  }if  J^ei  studien  on  \e  holy  day  aboate  exp^rymentiB  or 
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wiche  craft  *or  ^  yeyn  Bongis  and*  knackynge  and  harpynge,  •rp.7MS.] 
gyternynge  &  daonsynge  &  o}ere  yeyn  triflis  to  geten  ^e  daooM  to  meet 
Btynkyng  loue  of   damyselisy   and  store  hem   to  worldely 
Tanyte  and  synnes;  ]?ei  breken  foole  ^er  liolyday  and  ben 
procnratoara  of  }e  fend. 

%  Jif  bei  worschipen  gretly  her^  singaler  patroun  and  dis-  iv.    ihej   Mt 

their    pfttrons 

pisen  god  ^  trynite  and  ihu  crist  oxite  goode  fad^r,  when  abore  God.  who 

^ei  putten  his  lawe    and   his    ordynaunce    bihynde;    }&. 

worschipen  not  here  fadir  afb^r  goodis  lawe.    }if  ^ei  lonen 

more  her^  singaler^  congregacion  )?an  Je  comynte  of  cri^n  JJJ^^Sj^^J! 

men,   J^ei  worschipen  not  but  dispisen  owr^  modir«  j^Qiy  ther.theChiiich. 

chirche.    jif  Jei  drawen  parischenes  fro  obedience  and  loue  SuSw^era  ^*^ 

& '  sacramentiB  of  her^  gostely  fadns  for  her^  owne  wynnyng,  ritui&ther  ('£e 

as  in  confessioaii  and  beriynge  &  herynge'  of  massis  for^'^^^^' 

offiryng;  how  worschipen  ^ei  and  techen  opere  to  worchipe 

here  gostli  fadris  ?     }if  ^  drawen  children  fro  fadir  and  '^^^L^J^f^ 

modir  and  maken  hem  of  her^  singuler^  religionn,  J^at  ^ei  ^^^  STmSsn 

may  not  sasteyne  hera  heldns  lif  be  J^ei  neu^  so  feble  and 

pore ;  how  worschipen  J^ei  god  and  techen  ohildre  to  leae  }e 

manndement  of  god  and  to  suffere  fadira  and  modir  to  perische 

for  feyned  obydience  to  synful  manntM  trodiciouns?  certis 

fia  ilke  fals  religious  is  gilty  of  ^efte  and  manquellyng 

also,  Bip  he  is  cause  of  ]?e  old  pora  manntM  de]^» 

^  }if  J^i  haten  and  sclaundren  with  false  lesynges  trewe  men  ^^«y  .^■**» 
to  techen  frely  holy  wiitt  and  repreuen  synne,  and  namely  "^^Jjl  *™® 
ypocrisicy  and  faldy  pursuen  hem  to  ^e  de},  J^ei  slen  hem, 
and  icon  ^e  euatmgelist  sei^  as  to  hertf  dampnacion.     }if  }ei  ^  ^^^  ^*  ^^' 
conforten  men  to  slee  here  brebren  in  false  werris,  by  open  They  encourage 

^  7^1-       men  to  slay  their 

prechynge  or  preuei  conseilynge,  or  vndirtakynge  for  false  ^f**^"**"^*'- 
domesmen  ^at  slen  innocent  men  for  coueityse  or  enmyte 
whaime    men    ^euen  hem  myche  tresour^ ;    ^ei  ben   false 
menqueUeris  and  most  gyltif  of  alle. 

^  }if  ^ei  letten  curatis  and  por^  prastis  to  techen  men  goddis  They  hinder  true 

preaohiDflr. 

lawe  bi  sotil  ypocrisie  and  slei^tis  of  an^icristis  lawe,  for 
1-1  omitted  X.  *  omitted  X.  *  omitted  X. 
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drede  lest  hera  ypoorisie  be  parceyoed  and  her^  wynnynge 
and  to  commit  and  worldly  fieune  leid  a-doon ;  ]«i  ben  cursed  manquelleris, 
and  gylti  of  dampnacion  of  alls  ]?e  soulis  J^at  periBchen  for 
}e  defaute  of  kunnynge  and  kepynge  of  goddis  comaonde- 
nientis* 

VI.  They  preach     %  ^if  Jei  pr^lien  principaly  for  worldeli  muk  or  veyn 

for    prauo    and    .     .  .  , 

adTantage,   and  glone,  and  SO  prechen  here  owne  sotiltes  to  be  preised  of 

so    are   ghoatlj 

adoiterers.  moD,  and  not  *symply  and  pleynly  ^e  gospel  of  crist  for  his 
glorie  and  sauyng  of  menntM  soulis ;  ^ei  don  gostely  lecherie 
bi  goddis  word  as  poul  sei}. 

They  set  phiio-      11  ^if  boi  soyu  and  meyntenen  in  scole  and  ohere  placis  bat 

eophy     aboTc 

Holy  Writ.        ^e  wordis  of  holy  writt  ben  false  and  manure  of  spekyng  of 

newe  idiotis  is  trewe,  J^ei  don  gostly  auoutrie  and  putten 

falsnesse  and  blasphemye  vpon  god ;  for  in  J^at  }ei  seyn  ]?at  an 

hej^ene  philosofre   or  a  newe  synful  caitif  is  wittiere  and 

trewere  }an  almy^ti  god,  ^e  }sit  god  is  fals  and  a  fole  and  yea 

he^^ene  blasphemes  and  newe  dremeris  ben  trewe  and  witti. 

JhyalcSSjTOmf     H  ?^  J®^  feyueu  hem  sotil  of  fisik  and  knowynge  of  wym- 

mit  adultery.      menys  complezcion  and  preuyte,  seiynge  J?at  siche  siknesse 

or  de}  schal  com  to  hem  in  absence  of  her«  housbondis  but 

jif  ^ei  haue  mannu«  helpe,  and  J^us  defoulen  on  and  o]?er; 

}ei  broken  foule  J^is  comaundement  J^at  hiddip  men  do  no 

lecherie;  and  in  ]yis  poynt  men  dreden  J^at  {^es  pharisees 

geten  hem  moo  holderis  Tp  for  here  putrie  ]?an  for  here 

trewe  prechyng  or  holy  lyf. 

They  Tisit  ^Tee      %  Whanno  lordis  ben  fro  hom  in  werris,  in  iustis  and  par- 

bande  are  away,  lementis  and  in  dyu^se  lordschipisy  and  whanne  marchauntis 

ben  out  of  lond  or  in  fer  cuntrees  for  hera  marchaundise,  and 

whanne  plowmen  ben  al  day  in  J^e  fold  at  here  plow^  or^ 

medes ;  ]?an  ]?es  pharisees  presen  faste  to  her^  wyues  vnd^ 

colour  of  holynesse. 

VII.  They  steal     ^  }if  ]^ei  stcleu  mcimttf  children,  boj^e  gentyl  menntw  and 
emit  their  order,  pore,  to  make  hem  of  her«  synguler  ordre  J^at  is  maad  of 

synful  men  and  confermyd,  &  in  cas  of  ^  deuelis  and  not  of 
god ;  J^ei  don  cursed  Jyefte  ajenst  ]?e  seue[n]]ye  maundement  of 
1  omitted  X. 
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god.  for  many  men  ben  drawen,  bi  lesynges  and  jiftis  and 
BO  by  symonye,  fro  ]?e  bet^e  ordre  to  ]?e  worse  and  maad 
more  cursed  and  deppere  dampnyd  in  belle.  For  }oxi^ 
cbildren  ben  brou^t  be  lesyngis,  symonye  and  £sils  bihestis 
in-to  ^is  feyned  ordre  bifore  tyme  of  discrecion  and  ben  not 
able  ^er-to,  jit  J^ei  scbnlle  be  nedid  bi  peyne  of  dampnynge 
in  belle,  as  }ei  seyn,  and  bi  drede  of  bodely  dep  to  holde 
for)?  }iB  feyned  religion  ajenst  here  conscience  and  fredom 
of  he  gospel,    and  he  bat  most  stelib  children  to  bes  priuatis  wickedness  and 

"■^  ^  '  X       1-  mischief  of  child 

ordris  is  most  preised  of  \e&  cursed  congregacion,  and  J^at  is  stealing. 

a  cursed  reward.    For  he  \ai  steli]?  an  oxe  or  a  cowe  is  a 

^ef  and  gretly  ♦peyned  bi  manntw  lawe ;  myche  more  owij  •[?. »  ms.] 

he  to  be  ponyschid  ho\e  of  god  and  man  J^at  steli]'  his  owne 

child,  ]yat  is  bet^re  ]?an  alle  worldely  goodis  ;  and  her«-bi 

ben  gentil  menniM  heiris  distroied,  and  so  lordis  and  also 

laboreris  and  sumtyme  trewe  prestis  and  curatis  ben  made 

beggeris  and  lesyngmongeris  to  destraction  of  londis.    ^if 

]7ei  techen  wyues,  prentis,  s^uauntis  and  children  to  stele  Thej  teach  de. 

fro  here  honsbondis,  maistris  and  fadir  and  modir  and  jeuen  for  their  heneflt. 

it  to  ^es  Pharisees,  as  hildegar  sei^,  J^ei  ben  pmlous  ^euys  midegar. 

to  make  discencioun  among  manye.     Jif  J^ei  feyuen  hem  nedy  They  feign  po- 

and  pore  whanne  J^ei  ben  ryche  and  proude,  and  beggen  of 

^e  pore  peple,  and  maken  men  to  wene  \2X  {^ei  schulden  haue 

more  ^ank  of  god  to  jeue  her^  almes  to  riohe  possessioners 

or  o\er  ryche  pharisees  ]?an  to  jeuen  it  to  hertf  pore  neijbores 

as  crist  biddi]? ;  \q\  ben  foule  J^eues,  for  J^ei  robben  \q  almes  and  so  rob  the 

jeuere  bo]«  of  fei]?,  of  worldely  catel,  and  pore  bedrede  men 

of  here  Mode. 

%  Jif  J?ei  putten  on  her^  pora  brej^ren  Jot  lyuen  wel  and  ^n.  They  ac- 
reprouen  hem  of  herd  synnes  Jat  Jei  wolden  distroie  holy  5^^*"»?'  ^ 
religion,  and  her^fore  disceisen  hem  and  putten  hem  in '^oy  "ii»*o«»» 
prison,  and  sumtyme  morj^ere  hem  ajenst  goddis  lawe  and 
]?e  kyngys ;  J^ei  beren  false  wyttenesse  ajenst  here  neijebore, 
and  ben  cursed  manquelleris.     ^  ^if  ]?ei  beren  on  pore  prestis 
^at  techen  ^e  trewj^e  of  {^e  gospel  and  J^e  goodenesse  of  cristis 
ordynaxuice  Jat  Jei  wolde  distroie  holi  chirche,  and  her^-fore  «nd  holy  church. 
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porsuen  hem  to  }e  de]^  and  maken  prelatys  lordis  and  oomunes 

to  do  also ;  ]?ei  beren  Mse  wittenesse,  and  ben  manquelleris 

and  irregolera  bifore  god  and  traitowris  to  god  and  alle  holi 

Mm  wSmSb*  ^^"^^®'     ^^  }^^  pursnen  to  Je  6s}  pore  freris  serabitis,  J?at 

the  rule,  kepon  fraunseis  renle  and  testament  to  }e  rijte  vndyrstond- 

ynge  and  wille  of  fraunoeis  wi^  oaten  glose  of  anteoristis 

^^•^J^^L^JJJJ  clerkis ;  }ei  beren  false  wyttenesse  a^eyns  liertf  patron  and 

Franoii.  ly^j^  cayius  broj^ren  Jat  kiUyd  his  broj^ar  fore  his  goode 

lyuynge.     ^if  ^ei  seyn  }at  cnstis  lawe  is  not  ynowj  and  ^e 

beste  to  reole  holy  chirchey  but  lawis  of  proude  coaeitouse 

and  worldly  clerkis    ben  nedful  and  bet^e,   and  stryuen 

a^nst  goode  men  J^at  techen  }e  goodnesse  and  excellence  of 

cnstis  lawe  and  his  ordynaunce  and  dedaren  }e  falsenesse 

and  ypocrisie   of  worldly  prestis  newe  lawis;    J?ei   beren 

false  witnesse    and   ben    traitonrs    to  god  and  stynkynge 

blasphemes. 

li"  They^'coTct     *1f  ?^^  J®^  coueitcn  Yiiresonabiliche  }e  honsis,  J^at  ben  goodis 

landjand endow-  ynmeye  of  here  neijeboris  as  londis  or  rentis,  or  perpetual 

almes  of  coffiis,  si}'  }ei  bynden  hem  to  pou^  of  crist  and  his 

apostelis,  J^ei  breken  ^e  neyn]?e  maundement  of  god. 

X.  They  sednee      %  Jif  }ei  leden  a-wey  menniM  wyues  or  wenches  in  here 

maidens.  newe  habitis,  to  do  lecherie  bi  hem  as  hem  liste,  }ei  breken  }e 

laste  comaundement.    Jif  ]?ei  maken  wyues  and  o}er  wymmen 

hure  sustris  bi  lettris  of  firat^mite  or  o}ere  iapes,  and  geten 

children  ypon  hem  to  make  hem  freris  or  nunnes  to  holde  vp 

here  veyn   sectis   bi   lordischipe,  }ei  coueiten  euyle   here 

nei|bores  wyues  and  wenchis;   namely,  jif  ^ei  waiten  hem 

in  feldis  alone  or  gardyns  and  sleen  hem  }er  by  keruynge  to 

Ther    beoome   moche  Ysyngc  of  lecheric.     Jif  }ei  becomeu  pedderis  berynge 

may  get  laive^^  knyues,  pursis,  pynnys  and  girdlis  and  spices  and  sylk  and 

g      or  em    .    ^^^^.^^  pellur^  and  forrouris  for  wymmen,  and  J^erto  smale 

Make  presents  gentil  houdis,  to  getc  louc  of  hem  and  to  haue  many  grete 

jifds  for  litil  good  ore  noujt ;  ^ei  coueiten  euyle  her«nei|eboris 

goodis. 

SSSteU^!***        If  J>^  J^i  ^^  made  wafireris,  ^euynge  lordes,  ladies  and  riche 

men  a  fewe  peris,  appelis  or  nottis  to  haue  huge  ^iftis  to 
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ye  oouent,  euyl  ^ei  coueiten  hen  nejeboris  goodis.    Jif  ^ei 

meyntenen  men  in  extoTscions,  in  robberie,  in  false  sweryng  They  maintein 

to  sille  on^  dere  ^er  marchaundiBo  and  bie  to  grete  cheep  sion 

of  pore  men,  and  in  lecherie  and  grete  synnes,  vndirtakynge 

for  }eB  cursed  men  at  domes  day  for  part  of  wynnyng ;  J^ei 

coueiten  euyle  her^  nei^eboris  goodis;  for  J^ei  dysceyuen  her^ 

soulis  herfore  to  euere  dampnynge  in  helle.      and  ^if  ^ei 

broken  ^is,  and  worse  alle  ^e  comaundementis  of  god;    ^ei 

ben  pilous  ypocritis  and  disceyuen  foule  cristen  men  to 

meyntene  goddis  traitors  principaly.      ^if  ^ei    geten  hem 

worldly  offis  in  lordis  courtis,  summe  to  ben  stiwardis  o^  JJ^JaJJ*  ^JJSer 

halle/  summe  to  ben  kechene  clerkis,^  summe  to  ben  lordis  ^^'^* 

anyneris,  and  summe  to  ben  conseilours  and  reuleris  of  werris, 

and  also  to  bein  chamberleyns  to  lordes  and  ladies,  and  putten 

out  pore  gentil  men  of  her^  office,  and  forsaken  her*  doistre  "{Jj^^j,^^®  ^^^^ 

and  o^w  deuocions  for  to  haue  lykynge  of  mete  and  drynk 

and  clo^  and  worldly  worschipe,  and  to  sonde  a  grett  quantite 

to  her*  couent  ]7at  pore  bedrede  men  schulden  haue ;  ^ysnne  *[p-  ^^  ^^1 

yei  ben  ypocritis,  enemyes  of  pore  gentil  men '  and  traitours 

of  pore  men  and  of  lordes  and  ladies. 


Capitulum  4"* 

See  now  where  ^es  religious  don  ajenst  ^e  werkis  of  m^cy  They    offend 
bo}>e  bodiU  and  gostely.      jif  ^ei  wasten  delicat  metis  and  STmercyf  ^°' 
drynkis  and  jeuen  noujt  to  pore  men  of  her*  owene  secte  ne  They  eat  richly. 
o}ere  J^at  ben  in  gret  node,  but  drawen  pore  menntM  almes  the  p<x>r°^    ^ 
and  Mode  to  her*  owne  couent  ^at  ha]?  to  moche  of  worldly 
goodis,  to  make  festis  huge  to  lordis  and  ladies  and  riche 
men  of  centres ;  J^ei  feden  not  pore  men  but  robben  hem  of 
here  liflode,  and  so  ben  manquelleris  bifore  god. 

^  ^if  yei  feynen  hem  to  be  men  of  abstynence  and  grete  They  dzink  aie 

and  wine. 

penaunce,  and  yer  wiy  drynkyn  diUcious  ale  and  spisid  and 
hei^e  wynes,  and  beggen  of  ye  comune  peple  to  holden  Tp 

1-1  omitted  X.  *  omitted  X. 
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^is  realte,  and  ^euen  lordis  and  ladies  }^s  swete  drynkys  for 
and   iMTe   the  to  magnvfie  bes  sectis,  and  8n£Eren  her^  owene  hreherea  bobe 

poor  to  perish  of  , 

thixit.  Yrip  itme  and  oute  to  perisohe  for  }n&t  and  myschef ;  ^i 

jeuen  not  drenk  to  pore  Jurist!  men  but  nj^ere  drawen  her^ 

Bustynauftoe  fro  hem  vndir  colour  of  holynessOi  and  so  ben 

worse  ^an  comune  J^eues  and  outlawis,  for  ]?ei  take  fro  riche 

men  and  parte  oft  yri}  pore  men. 

Ther  hare  rich      ^  ^if  }ei  goderen  to  hem  self  many  wast  and  precious  clo^^es 

and  do  not  share  ^^  feyncd  beggorie  and  sotil  ypocrisie,  and  parti]^  not  with 

^m  with  the  ^^^  j^^y  ^^^  ^^^  -^^^  nakid  sidis  and  tome  slenes  and  her^ 

children  steruen  for  cold,  neij^^r  here  owen  brej^tfren,  be  J^ei 

in  nen^re  so  gret  myschef  &  cheueren  for  cold,  hou  clo]?e 

}^i  nakid  men,  whanne  bi  ypocnsie  ]^ei  drawen  fro  hem  J^is 

bodily  almes  bi  whiche  J^es  poralis  sohulden  be  cloj^id  and 

kept  fro  de]?.     certis  J^ei  ben  cursed  disceyueris  bo^e  of  pore 

and  riche,  and  ben  irreguler  bi-for  god  for  myschefous  de]? 

They  hare  great  J>at  bes  nedv  men  suffren.     ^if  Vei  han  grete  waste  houses 

houses   and  en-  -^        •'  "^  •       ,  '   ^  *  "  ^ 

tert*"»  to^  iT*  ^^'  ^  resceyuen  lordis  and  ladies,  je  to  soiome  among  hem 

no  shelter  to  the  daies  and  jeris,  and  oj^re  riche  men  nyjt  and  day,  and  helpen 

not   pore  nedi  men  wttA  her^berwe  in  ^o  grete  placis  as 

kyngis  paleis,  but  T&^ere  drawe  pore  menntM  goodis  fro  hem 

to  ]^6a  waste  placis,  hou  receyue  yei  pore  men  to  herberwe  ? 

The;    get    the  namely,  whanne  bei  disceyuen  riche  men  in  makyng  restitu- 

bT  encouraging  cioun  of  cxtorcions  and  euyl  geten  goodis,  and  suren  hem 

rich  men  in  sin.  ,         ^  ^  .^      o  o  # 

of  al  perel  ^if  J^ei  maken  siche  costly  houses  and  wast  paleises 
•[p.  12  MS.]  to  men  ♦J^at  haue  forsaken  alle  worldly  ioie  and  pride  and 
taken  cristis  mekenesse  and  gret  pou^  bi  wilful  profession, 
it  seme}'  ]?at  J^ei  ben  preny  enemys  of  pore  men  and  dis- 
ceyueris of  riche  men  and  sdaunderis  of  crist  puttyng  on  hym 
siche  worldly  pompe  and  ypocrisie. 
Use  of  the  big      And  jif  bei  seyn  hat  grete  chirchis  ben  worschipful  to  god 

churches. 

and  lykynge  for  ^e  peple  to  s^rue  god  inne,  axe  hem  what 
Becay  of  parish  charite  it  is  to  laten  parische  chirchis  fallen  doun  for  defaute, 

churches.  ^  ' 

where  )q  peple  schulde  heere  goodis  worde,  goddis  s^ruyce, 
and  resceyue  here  sacramentis,  and  to  maken  newe  chirchis 
as  castelis  wi]?  outen  node ;  and  whe^^  crist  preied  most  in 
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}e  nyjt  in  hilliw,  as  }e  gospel  sei]?,  and  tan^te  mychel  ye 

peple  in  desert  and  in  ]?e  wilde  felde,  and  seide  }at  ye  hei^e 

temple  schulde  be  diBtroied  for  ye  synne  of  prestis  ^at  weren 

^-inne.     And  seyn  yat  Incifer  and  adam  s^meden  not  god 

in  henene  ne  paradis  as  ^1  schulden,  but  iob  s^mede  wel 

god  in  ye  donge  Mile  and  adam  also  in  ye  yaley  of  wepynge, 

and  BO  dide  crist  in  ye  hillis,  and  ye  prophete  danyel  in  ^e 

deen  of  lyonys.     and  yovL}  men  saffireden  resonable  cost  of 

chircbis  wbi  schulde  yei  suffre  so  grete  cost  of  kechenes  and  Wute  on  offices 

^te  housis  and  wast  chambris  for  lordis  and  ladies  and  riche 

men,  and  a  fi^re  to  baue  a  cbambre  for  an  erl  or  duk  or  a 

kyng  wbanne  be  is  bounden  to  ^e  pou^  of  crist,  si]?  J^is  cost 

IB  geten  bi  beggen  of  pore  men  and  disceit  of  riche  menntM 

almee.     }if  ^i  visiten  not  pore  men  in  prison  for  charite  of 

god  and  sauynge  of  soulis,  bute  riche  men  in  here  prospwite  They  tWi  the 

to  ban  part  of  here  worldly  goodis,  hou  don  yei  werkis  of 

m«*cy  ?  for  sumtyme  for  enuye  and  hate  ful  trewe  men  ben  ^^*  °®*  ^^ 

•  "^  "^  men,  wrongly 

sett  in  prison,  and  )?anne  it  were  most  nede  to  conforte  hem  ^^^  ^  priwn. 
in  bodi  and  soule  ajenst  defaute  of  mete  and  drynk  and  clo]? 
and  grucchynge  ajenst  god  or  dispeir;  but  it  is  worse  }if 
^i  be  ypocrisie  and  false  beggynge  reuen  fro  pore  prisoneris 
ye  almes  ^at  ^ei  schulden  ellis  haue. 

^  Jif  yei  Tieyten  not  pore  men  in  here  sikenesse  but  riche  They  do  not  visit 
men  wiy  preue  massis  and  placeboes  and  dirige,  ]?ou|  pore    ^"°  ' 
men  ben  neu^re  so  deuout  and  ban  neu^re  so  myche  nede  to 
ben  amendid  of  her^  lif,  hou  seken  yei  ye  helpe  ^  of  soule  ? 
but  only  or  principaly  worldly  muk  or  auauntage.     where 
helpen  yei  sike  men  of  bodely  almes,  you}  *yei  hem  self  ban  •[?.  is  ms.] 
neu^re  so  muche  wast  of  mete  and  drynk,  but  layere  in  siche 
tyme  ^i  gedren  fro  sike  men  al  J^at  yei  may.  except  to  get 

^  Jif  ^ei  ben  faste  aboute  to  haue  riche  men  biried  in  here  They  bory  only 
housis  for  wynnynge  and  offrynge  and  worldly  meyntenaunce  *  ®  ®  • 
and  forsaken  pore  men   to    be  biried  yere,  yei  ben  fieilse 
3rpocritis,  traueilynge  in  coueitise  and  pride  and  J^efbe,  for 
yei  drawen  riche  men  fro  her  gostly  fsidris  and  here  owdc 
1  hel>e  AA. 
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parischenysy  and  bo  departen  in  tyme  of  de}  cnratU  and  here 
gostlj  children. 

They  penecnta  ^  Jif  Jei  pursuen  pore  preatis  to  prison  and  hodily  dej,  as 
hangynge,  drawynge  or  hrennynge,  for  }ei  techen  trewely 
and  irely  }e  gospel  of  ihu  crist  and  techen  men  wiche  ben 
false  prophetis  and  ypocritis,  bi}  holy  writt  speki^  of  siche 
and  biddi]?  cristen  men  knowe  hem  hi  here  opyn  werkis 
and  flee  fro  hem  ;  Jeanne  ben  ^ei  p^rilons  ypooritiB  and 
heretikis  a^enst  goddis  worschipe  and  sanynge  of  cristene 
soulis. 

^  ^if  J^ei  J^orsuen  trewe  lige  men  of  }^  kyng  to  endit3rng 
falsly  and  wyttyngly  for  Jei  reprouen  here  open  synnes,  hou 

and   put  true  yisiten  hei  men  in  prison  ?  sib  hei  drawe  trewe  men  to  prison 

mcD  in  pTiBon* 

to  loos  of  catel  and  de}  wi}'  oaten  resonable  canse. 
They  bring  np     ^  jif  ^ei  drawen  pore  hnsbondemen  to'dom  for  Je  bi-he^ten 
judgmentfornot  Jem  almes  snmtymc  and  now  ben  taujt  to  jeuen  here  almes 
P««™d-  to  pore  neijeboris  aftir  ^e  gospel,  or  ^at  may  not  now  paie  ■ 

so  gret  almes  for  pou^rte  and  myschif  }^at  }ei  ben  inne,  hou 

don  ]?ei  ]^e  werkis  of  m^rcy  ?  si}'  ]^i  don  opynly  ajenst 

charite. 

CeLpitulum  5™* 

Ftiinre  in  works      See  now  where  Jei  failen  in  werkis  of  gostly  mercy. 

mercy.  first  ^if  fei  techcn  opynly  fablys,  cronyklis  and  lesyngis  and 

biM^  instead  of  loucn  (Tistis  gospcl  and  ]^e  maundementis  of  god,  and  ^it  don 

J^ei  J^is  principaly  for  worldly  wynnynge,  frendschipe  or  veyn 

name  J^ei  don  a^enst  ^e  chifwerk  of  gostly  m^cy ;  nameliche 

put    spedd      ^if  Jei  techen  }at  here  singuler  preiere  is  bqt^re  ]?an  }e  pater 

the  Paternoster,  nostcr  }at  crist  made  him  self,  and  Jat  preiynge  bi  lippis 

is  plesaunt  to  god  ^ou^  menntM  lif  J^at  preien  be  cursed  of 

god  for  brekynge  of  his  hestis  and  defante  of  charite. 

teach    men    to      €  )if  bei  connseilen  men  to  .be  bysi  a-bonte  worldliche 

care  for  wealth,  »    e      r  j 

nchessis  more  ]?an  a-bonte  here  sonle  helj^e  and  fe  blisse  of 
henene,  and  conseilen  men  more  to  taken  yengauitoe  bi  open 
werre  of  here  bre^ren  J^an  to  sufiren  paciently  wrongys  and 
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haue  mercy  on  o}er  neijeboria ;   Jei  don  foule  ♦ajenst  J^e  'tP-  **  ^^-l 

secwide  werk  of  gostly  mercy,  to  dampnacion  of  many  men 

bol?  of  body  and  soale.      ^If  bei  conseilen  men  to  leue  l^e  Bdviae   entering 

-^  "^  .     .  '       '  ^    Into     nOigious 

fredoffi  of  criBtis  ordre  and  take  here  singuler  ordre  maad  orden, 
of  synful  men,  seiynge  J^at  it  is  }e  beste  for  hem  vp  peril 
of  here  Boule ;  J^ei  don  ajenst  J^e  charite  for  lone  of  her«  owne 
worschipe  or  wynnynge  and  blasphemen  a^enst  god,  makynge 
hem  self  as  witti  as  ]?e  holy  gost.  Bijf  it  is  resemyd  only  to 
J?e  holy  gost  to  jeuen  ftil  conseil  of  }>ingis  J^at  [ben]  not 
expr«sly  coman»dyd  ne  defendid  in  holy  writt,  and  J^ei  taken 
}ds  ^inge  ypon  hem  whanne  ]?ei  ensuren  to  men  ]mt  it  is  best 
for  hem  to  be  men  of  priuat  religion,  and  also  ]?ei  conseilen 
samtyme  enene  a^enst  J^e  sterynge  of  ]^  holy  gost,  and  maken 
men  dispeire  dampnyd  for  schrewidnesse  of  J^is  ordre  and  of 
men  ^^-inne,  for  ^er-hy  ]^ei  lasten  more  and  ben  more  hardid 
in  aynne  and  ypocrisie. 

^  Jif  fei  chastisen  not  here  brej^wen  for  grete  synnes,  so  J^at  pwii»i»  open«in«. 
fei  be  prene,  bnt  ou^rscharply  ponyschen  hem  for  smaleon«, 
83mnes  J^at  ben  open  and  make  hem  seme  vnholy  to  ]?e  world ; 
^i  failen  fonle  in  werkis  of  charite  and  ben  false  ypocritis. 
and  ^if  J^ei  chastisen  not  here  bre]?ren  for  opyn  sweryng 
▼eynly  and  pride  and  inpaciecce  and  false  coueitynge  of  J^er 
neijeboris  goodis,  but  for  litil  trespasynge  a^enst  her^  owne  pnnish  more  *Bins 

,  .       •         •  .  ftgainst  the  order 

statutis  or  cnstomys ;  ]7ei  failen  in  dwe  chastisynge  of  synne,  than  against  Ood, 
for  ]7ei  chargen  not  dispit  or  trespas  don  a^enst  god,  bnt  a^enst 
here  owen  worldly  worschipe  and  name  of  holynesse. 

%  ^if  J^i  conforten  not  pore  men  in  hera  myschif  boje  of  ^^«*J>«  "<^^  »°* 
sonle  and  body  bnt  sui&en  hem  perische  for  dispeir  or  defaute 
of  bodily  goodis,  but  r&}ere  visiten  hem  in  here  prospmte 
for  worldly  muk;  }ei  failen  fully  in  werkis  of  charite  and 
m^rcy  to  here  brej^^ren.  ^  Jif  J^ei  gon  gladly  and  faste  to  lordis  Thejgo  giadiTto 
housis  .and  ladies  ]?at  ben  gloriously  araied,  and  deynen  notBhunthoseofthe 
to  come  in  pore  menntM  houses  for  stynk  and  o]^ere  fil^e;  S^kandflith. 
hoa  suen  ]?ei  charite  ?  si);  crist  sparid  not  to  visyte  pore  men 
in  a  foul  stynkynge  stable  and  cold,  and  in  ]^e  colde  greue 
and  in  helle,  and  in  many  foule  weies  in  }ia  world,  bo^e  in 
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gret  hungur  and  Jurist  and  gret  werynesse  and  cold  and 
muche  sdaundrynge  and  cursynge  and  o}ere  peynes  ynowe. 
^  ^if  }^i  wolen  not  for  jene  litel  trespace  don  ajenst  liem  self  or 
feyned  Beyntis  of  here  singaler    secte  but    moste    cruelly 

•[p.  15  MS.]  *pursuen  men  J^^rfore ;  J^ei  forsaken  pacience  and  mekenesse 
and  ensaumple  of  cristis  lif.  and  men  dreden  ^at  enuye, 
rancour  and  euyl  wille  dwell!]'  lengest  amonges  hem  of  alle 

They  bear  maiioe  oj'^e  men,  be  }ei  lordis,  be  }ei  pralatis,  J^ou;  ]^  ben  men 

other  men.  of  armys ;  but  where  is  falsere  holynesse,  and  so  foulere 
ypocrisie  ?  for  J^ou^  a  man  speke  a^enst  a  lord,  derk  or  prelat 
he  schal  sonere  be  reconailid  be  weie  of  mekenesse  J^an  to 
newe  feyned  religions ;  for  }ei  wolen  pursue  to  de^  or  open 
schame,  and  jit  vndir  colour  of  holynesse. 

^  Jif  ^ei  soone  lesen  pacience  and  bringgyn  men  out  of 

They   wui   not  pacicuce  }at  speken  ajenst  here  ypocrisie  and  euyl  dedis ; 

hear  reprooi> 

hou  don  }ei  werkis  of  mercy,  si}'  ^ei  schulde  be  here  meke- 
nesse and  pacience  bryngyn  o}&re  in-to  reste  and  pees  of 
body  and  soule.  ^if  }ei  profren  gentil  men  and  o}ere  to 
fijte  wij?  hem  whanne  J^ei  repronen  hem  of  here  opyn  wyckyd 
dedis,  hou  ben  J^ei  ensaumple  of  crist  and  his  apostelis  to 
saue  o}&rQ  men  in  reste  and  charite  ?  it  seme);  }ei  ben  fendis 
children  to  stryue  ajenst  }e  treuj^e,  and  meyntene  syn  and 
brynge  o^er  men  to  helle  hi  procurynge  of  fijt  and  lesynge 
of  pacience  and  charite. 

^  ^if  J^ei  cursen  and  warien  and  pursuen  here  enemyes  and 
They  are  re-     azcu  Tcngaunce  of  god  ajcust  hem :  hou  suen  bei  charite  of 

yengeftiL  .^  •»  «  j 

crist  {'at  biddi]?  men  to  lone  here  enemyes,  and  don  good  to 
men  ]yat  haten  vs,  and  to  preie  for  hem  ]7at  falsly  chalengen 
vs  and  falsly  and  wickidly  pursuen  ys  ?  jif  J^ei  don  ^vlb  and 
welle  worse  ajenst  ye  hestis  of  god  and  werkis  of  m^cy  bo^e 
bodily  and  gostly,  }ei  ben  foule  ypocritis  and  not  wor^i  but 
to  be  putt  out  fix)  cristen  men  and  defouHd,  and  not  wor^i 
to  be  putt  in  }e  er^e,  ]?at  is  to  haue  ]?e  leste  ofice  in  fe 
chirche. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Chap.  VI.]  OF  THE   LEAVEN  OP   PHARISEES.  19 

Ceipitulum  6°^ 

See  now  wlie>^  >ei  faile  in  fei>,  hope  and  charite.     ?if  JJ^  J^jJ^^Jj 
J?at   o  part  holdi^  wi}>  o  pope  and  Je  to}er  wij  o  noj^e  «J»™y- 
pope,  and  eche  partie  seie  and  techil;  as  bileue  l^at  bis  pope  some  rapport 

one  popet   sonie 

is  ▼erray  and  noon  ob^re,  and  alle  bat  bileuen  not  so  ben  another,  yet  they 

oommnnicate  to- 

cursed  heretikis  out  of  bileae ;  ^ei  ben  alle  out  of  bilene  and  gether. 

bryngen  alle  o]?er  out  of  bilene;    and  jit  ]?ei  comunen  to- 

gidre  bo}«  partis  as  cristen  men,  and  so  }ei  seyn  o  ]^ing  and 

don  ^e  contrarie  as  ful  fetlse  men.     ^if  J^ei  techen  opynly  They  teach  that 

and  meyntene  ]?at  jfe  ^  bileue  J^at  crist  and  bis  apostelis  better  than 

taujten  is  not  ]?e  best  and  ynowj  to  brynge  men  to  heuene, 

but  lawis  maade  of  worldly  prratis  ben  nedful  and  bet^e 

to  reule  holy  chirche  hi ;  Jei  erren  foule  *in  Je  fei)?  and  •[?.  le  ms.] 

blasphemen  crist  god  and  man.     jif  ]?ei  seyn,  written  and 

techen  openly  ^at  ]^e  sacrament  of  J^e  auter  J^at  men  seen  They  teaoh  that 

bitwen  ^e  prratis  hondis  is  acddentis  wij^-outen  suget  and  the  altar  is  only 

n^yer  bred  ne  cristis  body;    si}  holy  writt  seij>  }at  it  is 

breede  and  cristis  precious  body,  ^ei  ben  cursed  heretikis. 

jif  ^i  putten  on'  crist  J^at  he  beggid  as  J^ei  don  fro  toun  to  g^at  chri«t 

tottit  and  fro  hous  to  hous  wi]?  open  cryeng ;  ]?ei  erren  foule  ^°' 

in  ]?e  £ei}  and  putten  erroi^r  vpon  crist.     jif  }«i  disceyuen  They  deceiTe 

men  in  fei]^  bi  fals  pardons,  hi  manntM  preiere,  bi  lett^is  of  pardom. 

frat^myte  and  bi  here  feyned  roten  abite ;   ^i  ben  false 

prophetis  hauynge  ]?e  lickenesse  of  holy  religion  and  dis-  2  Tim.  Ui.  5  (?}. 

troien  cristis  religion,  as  poul  sei}'.   and  so'  of  signes  of 

anticrist,   of  fiftene  tokenes  bifore  dopes-day,   and  of  veyn 

nouelries  wi^-out^  noumbre  as  to  men. 

Jif  ]«i  hopen  to  plese  god  more  bi  kepynge  of  here  owne  They  hare  more 
tradicions  and  singuler  obedience  and  profession  to  synful  own  traditions 

-         ,  ,  ^    .,       ,  ,  ,         ,  than  In  Chriafe 

wrecchis,  and  maken  op^e  more*  sikyrly  to  hopen  pus,  panne  gospel. 
for  kepynge  of  pristis  gospel  and  trewe  obedience,  eche  man 
to  o}er  in  ^e  drede '  of  crist  as  crist  and  his  apostelis  diden, 
)ei  failen  foule  in  good  hope. 

1  here  X.  *  of  X.  *  omitted. 

«  more  ia  inserted  in  AA  bj  a  corrector.  *  degre  X. 
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%  Jif  fei  lonen  more  fonnyd  oidynaunce  of  men  }>an  ordy- 
They  seek  tbdr  naunoe  of  ihu  crist,  jif  ^ei  seken  more  here  owne  worschipe 

own  praise  more  i  •  -        i*     .«       . 

than  the  praise  ban  worschipe  01  god,  m  hei  setten  here  hertis  more  aboute 

of  God.  ^  V      '   €      J 

worldly  muk  ]?an  aboute  verteuous  lif  and  ]^e  blisse  of  heuene 
and  sauynge  of  cristen  soidis ;  J^ei  fallen  foole  a^enst  charite 
and  alle  o^ere  y^rtues.  J^is  men  my^ten  schewe  bi  seuene 
jiftis  of  ]^e  holy  gost,  bi  myspendynge  of  fyne  wittis,  bi  dxe 
consentis  of  synne,  and  colonrynge  and  meyntenynge  of  alle 
synnes  prene  and  apert,  and  namely  bi  false  pr(>cnrynge  of 
^ey  make  false  matrymonye  bi  floteltees  and  qneyntese  and  false  bihetynges, 
and  fals  dynors  makynge,  hou  J^es  newe  feyned  religious  ben 
anticristisy  sent  pr^yly  of  ]^e  fend  to  disceyue  men  in  gostly 
goodis  and  worldly,  and  norischen  hem  esily  in  synne,  and 
dryuen  hem  to  helle  to  eu^lastynge  de]?.  and  J^^rfore 
comauf»di]^  crist  y&t  we  be  war  and  flee  fro  }e  ypocrisie  of 
Pharisees. 

Capitulum  7"' 

Lukexii.  2.  -^^^  [Christ]  seij  };at  ^er  is  no  J?mg  keuerid  J?at  ne  it 

schal  be  schewid,  and  ]^ere  is  no  ]nng  hid  so  priue  ^st  it  ne 
schal  be  wist  and  knoweD.  for  J^o  J'ingis  J^at  je  ban  seyd 
in  derknessis  schullen  be  seid  in  lijt,  and  J^at  ]^ing  ]?at  ^e  ban 
spoken  in  puie  couchis  or  smale  beddis  schal  be  prechid  in 

Christ   bids  ns  ^0  roof  of  housis.    Here  crist  meni]^  ]7at  men  schulden  be 

boSiT.  *  ^  war  and  oppynly  telle  ^e  ♦trewj^e  ajenst  Jis  ypocrisie ;  for 
J^ou^  it  be  now  hid  it  schal  be  schewid  at  J^e  laste  at  }e  day 
of  dom.  %  And  also  cowardise  of  cristis  disciplis,  ^if  fei  spare 
for  bodyli  peyne   and    dej>    to  telle   openly  }e^   treu]7e  of 

Lukexii. 4.  goddis  lawe.  And  ]^er£oTe  telli);  crist  aft^  to  his  disciplis 
yat  }ei  schulden  drede  god  and  no  J^ing  ellis  souereynly. 
,  SoJ^li  sei}'  crist :  I  sei  to  pw,  my  frendis,  J^ot  je  ben  not 
agast  of  hem  }at  sleen  ]^e  body  and  haue*  no  J^ing  more'  to 
do  aft^  ]^eB  ]7inges ;  but  I  schal  schewe  ^u  whom  ^e  owen 
to  drede.   drede  ^e  hym  souereynly,  ]?at  aft^  J^ot  he  ha^  sclayn 

^  omitted  X.  *  omitted  X.  '  omitted  X. 
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Cbat.  VII.]  OF  THE  LBAVEN  OF  PHARISEES.  21 

ye  bodi,  h&p  power  to  sende  bo]?e  bodi  and  BOole  to  belle  w^^ 
oaten  ende.  so,  I  say  to  pw;  drede  ^e  him.  bere  crist  wol 
yat  men  drede  no  ^ing  principaly  but  god  and  bis  offence, 
for  fif  ine»  dreden  bodili  peynes  and  dejy,  and  J^^ore  ceessen 
to  telle  openly  ^e  treuj^e,  J^ei  ben  wi]?  J^is  vnable  to  resceyue 
)e  blisse  of  heuene ;  and  jif  J^ei  seyn  openly  and  sadly  ]?e 
tren]^    of   god,    no    ]?mg    may    barmen   bem    so    ^at  J^ei 
kepen  padence  and  cbarite.    ^  And  berefore  sei]?  crist  aftir- 
ward  to  conforte  bis  disciplis  bi  reson:   ne  be  not  fyne 
sparwis  sold  for  an  balpeny,  and  on  of  bem  is  not  for^etyn  ^  Luke  xu.  6. 
bifore  god ;  but  also  alle  ]^  beris  of  |oure  beuyd  ben  noum- 
brid,  J^M^ore  nyle  ^ee  drede;  ^e  ben  of  more  pris  ]?an  many 
sparwis.  as  ^if  crist  menede  and  made  Jris  reson:    d)  god 
almy^ty  taki^  so  gret  kepyng  of  smale  briddis  j^at'  on'  of  bem,  ^**^?*^"®i 
je  fe *  leste,  is  not  forjeten,  bow  mycbe  more  scbal  god  kepen  j^  ^®*to °^*k*? 
jow ;  si]?  be  is  almyjty,  alwytti,  and  al  ful  of  good  wille,  &  ^^^  ^^  *^*- 
yere  may  no  Jang  come  with  outen  bis  wittyng  and  bis 
ordynaunce,  and  it  is  al  for  ]?e  beste.     %  And  no  ]?ing  may 
ajenstonde,   so  ^at  men    takyt  paciently    and    J^anke  bem 
^fore ;  and  wbanne  ^e  beris  of  oure  beuyd  ben  countid  J^at 
^i  may  not  be  lost,  wbere  we  may  be  lost  o^^re  in  bodi  or 
soule,  sij^e  ecbe  of  ys  is  betre  ^an  ]?e  beris  of  oure  bed.  as 
^if  crist  seide  J^t  no  )mg  of  vs,  nere  of  bodi  ne  of  soule,  may 
periscbe  ne  suffre  peyne  to  oure  barim,  so  ^at  we  kepen 
pacience  and  cbarite.  at  J^e  laste  word  crist  make]?  ys  siker  to 
dye  for  bis  lawe  bi  reward  of  }e  blisse  of  beuene,  wbanne 
be  seip  ]?us,  }at  ecbe  wbo  eu^e  knowlecbi]?  me  bi-for  men,  Luke  xu.  8. 
and  manntM  sone  scbal  knowlecbe  bym  bi-fore  ^e  angelis  of 
god.  bere  crist  clepi]?  bym  self  manniM  sone,  for  be  is  ^e 
sone  of  ]?e  ^  Y^gyne  marie,  and  so  a  p^sone  of  mankynde,  ^at 
is  clepyd  a  man  bi  specbe  of  boly  writt.  and  knowlecbynge  how  we  most 
•is  seid  berefore  Y^rrei  knowlegcbynge*  of  crist,  bo]?e  i»  berte  chriit. 
bi  saad  feip  ]?at  be  is  v^rey  god  and  \errej  man  with  outen 
sjrnne,  &  alle  degrees,  in  J^ou^t  and  specbe  and  dede  and  alle 
circuifsstauncis  y^r  of,  and  witnessynge  in  word  ]?e  trenpe  of 
1  foi^eaen  X.      '  ]>an.       >  or  X.    «  omitted  X.     «  omitted  X.     ^  omitted  X. 
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22  OF  THB   LEAVEN  OF  PHARISEES.  [Chap.  YIU. 

^e  gospel,  hou  orist  lyuede  most  mekely  and  most  porely  and 
most  T^uously  bi-fom  alle  o}ere  men  as  )e  gospel  teche)' ' 
and  knowlechynge  in  lif,  lyuynge  aft^r  }e  lawe  of  god  and 
•[p.  18  MS.]  in  *wille  to  die  ^dr-fore  |if  it  be  nede ;  J'is  v^rrei  knowlechynge 
schal  make  men  to  ben  approued  of  crist*at  ^  day  of  dome, 
biforn  alle  J^e  compayne  of  angelis  and  seyntis  and  good 
creaturis  and  euyle,  hou  J^ei  were  varrei  wittenesse  of  crist 
in  er^e  bifore  men,  and  in  fulwille  to  suffre  sclaitdris 
pursuynge  and  bodili  de]?  for  ]^e  lone  of  ihu  crist  and  his 
lawe. 

CBpitulum  8°^ 

Here  may  men  touche  ^e  cowardise  and  fal[s]nes8e  of  pr^stis, 

lordis,  marchaufitis  and  alle  oj^^re  men  J^at  failen  in  charite 

anemtis  god  and  his  lawe.   where  ben  ]70  pr^tis  ]?at  maken 

Are  they  prieeta  ^^^m  SO  bisy  aboute  grete  benefices,  wordly  worschipis  and 

worldly  rewards!  stynkyngo  muk  or  drit  of  worldeli  richesse,  ]?at  J^ei  wolen 

travaile*  gladly  nyjt  and  day  in  lordis  courtis,  in  worldely 

They  do  secular  offis,  for  litel  cost  takvnee  of  be  lord  in  hope  of  beneficis : 

work  in  hope  of       ,  ,  .  .,  ^^T  .  . 

a  benefice.  and  SO  bisily  pat  vnnepis  may  J^ei  at  reste  seie  metenes  or 
masse  with  deuocioun.  opere  pr^tis  rennen  out  of  cure  lend 
ouer  grete  sees  and  j^oruj  londes  of  enemyes  in  p^l  of  here 
lif,  in  gret  cold,  hunger,  ]nist,  stormes  and  tempestis,  )at  it 
is  wondir  hou  }ei  may  lyue;  but  hou  bisi  maken  }ei  hem 
self  and  oj^^re  to  leme,  kepe  and  teche  goddis  lawe  ?  c^s 
but  }if  J^ei  more  bisily  leme  hi  grete  traueile  and  studie  holy 
writt,  and  kepen  it  trewly  in  here  lyuynge,  and  openly  to 
^eue  good  ensaumple  to  alle  men,  and  pr^hen  it  sadly  and 
trewly  witA  als  myche  traueile  and  more,  and  jit  it  be  nede 
ben  wilful  to  die  J^^rfore,  ]?ei  may  drede  ful  sore  )?at  Jwi  ben 
oat  of  charite  and  out  of  fei]?,  but  ;if  it  be  ded  fei^  as 
fendis  ban ;  for  ^ei  troueilen  more  for  worldly  worschipe  and 
stynkynge  drit  ]?an  for  loue  of  god  and  hel^e  of  manntM  soule. 

oat  of  the  luid  And  jit,  ]^at  is  worse,  }ei  beren  gold  out  of  englond,  and 

^  omitted  X, 
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vamtpne   it   comijy  to    our*   enemys    and   J^-bi  JtoI  ben  J^j^^^  *****" 

strengyed  a^enst  vs,  and  bi  takynge  of  prisoneris  of  oure 

nacion,  and  snintyme  onre  enemys  killen  many  of  onre  lond 

^oronjr  sicbe  traueile  for  benefices  to  gret  reprof  of  onre 

rewme.     And  ^if  )e  gold^  come  to  rome,  ]?er-bi  ben  benefices 

of  ye  chirches  boujt  and  sold,    ^f  For  who  so  may  most  gold  »«»«*<»•  «>w*t 

brynge  sn^nest  schal  be  sped  to  grete  benefices,  ]k>U}  he  be 

Tnable  boj^e  of  knnnynge  and  lif,  and  able  men  of  kunnynge 

and  lif  ben  pntt  bihynde;  summe  for  }ei  willen  not  cbaffare 

by  symonye,  and  snmme  bi  bisinesse  of  studio  and  techynge 

of  holy  writt,  for  ]?ei '  wollen  nei  W  dwelle  in  lordis  conrtis 

ne  renne  to  rome  Yn}  ^e  kyngis  gold,  and  ;if  gooddis  lawe  and . 

manniw  and  reson  ben  wel  son^t  ]^is  chafiarynge  wi]?  suche 

benefyces  and  gold  is  symonye  on  boj^e  partis ;  and  so  heresie, 

as  ye3  lawereris  written  openly  in  here  owene  lawe.     And  TheM  Bome- 

miiDsrs    obanM 

)>ns  yea  rome  renneris  beren  ye  *kyngys  gold  out  of  oure  lond  gold  for  lead. 

&  bryngen  ajen  deed  leed  and  heresie  and  symonye  and 

goddis  curse,     and  comunly  whanne  bes  h^etikis  comen  bi  when  they  haTe 

^  J  r  bought    their 

symonye  to  gret  benefices  J?ei  ben  not  bisi  to  leme  ye  gospel  b€iiefloe,they  win 
&  teche  it  cristen  men,    but  |eue  hem  to   huittynge  and  ^  it. 
hank[y]nge  and  veyn  pleies,  and  hanten  tauemys  of  wyn  and  Their  dissipated 
ale,  aboute  strumpetis  and  grete  festes,  riche  cloHng  and  haWidng^  aa^ 

haunting      of 

gay  squyeris  and  o^ere  getteris,  yat  al-most  noon  schal  be  tayems     and 
so  nyse  and  worldly  proude  as  ]?es  stynkynge  heretikis.     and 
}if  ony  poore  pr^is  wole  come  to  here  chirchis  and  treuly  They  oaii  poor 
dispise  synne  and  frely  teche  goddis  lawe,  ye  gospel  of  ihu  for     preaching 

.    God's  law. 

oristy  and  comaundementis  of  god,  yes  coueitous  symonyentis 
welen  be  Jto  firste  to  lette  hem  with  yis  grete  colour  yat  suche 
pr#chori8  ben  heretikis ;  and  ^is  yei  seyn  for  yei  ben  ful  of 
heresie  and  wolden  yat  no  man  spoke  a^enst  here  cursed  lif. 
yoB  yei  techen  not  hem  self  but  ensaumple  of  pride,  lecherie 
and  oyere  synnes,  and  letten  oj^^re  trewe  pr^stis  to  techen 
goddis  lawe.  and  J^is  is  on  of  ye  most  yengaunce  yat  god 
takij  on  synful  men,  to  suflfre  suche  ypocritis  to  reule  ye 
peple  &  drawe  hem  to  helle  bi  wij^-drawynge  of  goddis  word 
1  god  X.  *  omitted  X. 
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and  jeuynge  of  opyn "  ensaumple  of  synne.    for  haue  J«i  here 

myr^e  and  iolite,  nowarde  to  hem  hon  fieiste  ]^e  woluys  of 

They  haTe  made  helle  wirien  cfisten  sonlis  &  beren  hem  to  helle ;  for  bei  ban 

compact  with  the 

deviL  maad  priuyly  conenaunt  with  )e  denyl  )at  hou  many  benefids 

]?at'  }ei  may  gete  bi  lesynges  &  symonye  ]?e  deuyl  scbal 
strangle  J^e  Boalis  at  his  wille  as  for  hem,  so  }at  ]^ei  ban  here 
lustis  of  grete  statis  and  worschipe  of  ^  world  and  plente 
of  richessis  and  glotonye  and  lecherie  and  meynteneris  }&r' 
inne.  &  ^is  is  luciferis  pride,  stynkynge  ypocrisie  and  an^i- 
cristis  blasphemye,  to  crie  and  meyntene  ]^at  snche  ben  able 
cnratis  and  grete  men  of  holy  chirche. 

Capitulum  9"* 

Also  lordis  fallen  fonle  in  ypocrisie  and  in  defaute  of 

Lorda  fall    into  .  •'^ 

hypocrisy  and    chante,  for  J^oi  bon  redi  to  holde  vp  here  worldly  name, 

want  of  chanty  *  ^  j  ' 

lordschipe  and  meyntene  here  courtis  wi^  gret  cost,  sendynge 
and^fl^Eito  ^fw  ^^  °^®^  ^^J'®  ^^  ^®'^®  *^^  ®^  armos,  &  prikynge  bi  here 
endb>'  '"^***      ^^^  p^sonos  for  to  plede,  for  to  fijtte  and  for  to  lyue  & 

dye  j^dr-fore,  and  to  be  vengid  on  men  }at  don  ajenst  here 
but  will  do  no  wille,  worschipe,  or  profit ;  but  for  to  meyntene  goddis  lawe 
ood*s  sake,  to  and  stond  for  his  worschipe,  hat  hei  ben  holden  to  yp  peyne 

whoee      defence  r   »  /        j  r  r  ^ 

they  are  bouid  of  lesyngc  of  here  lordischipe  &  anemtis  god,  and  lesynge 
of  bodi  and  soule  and  helle  wi]7-outen  hende,  who  is  )at 
lord  }at  woUe  trenli  speke,  coste,  traueile,  and  suffire  mekely 
dispit,  pnrsuynge  and  de]?  in  tyme  of  nede.  J^es  lordis  owen 
to  qaake  a^enst  domes  day  and  tyme  of  here  de]^,  J^at  more 
bisili  traueilen  to  meyntenen  here  litil  worldely  lordshipe' 
and  to  seke  here  owen  worschipe  &  drit  of  J^is  world  Jeanne 

•[p.  20  MS.]  J^ei  traueile  *to  meyntene  ^e  most  ri^tful  lawe  &  ordenaunce 
of  ihu  crist  in  his  chirche,  &  to  prcwjure,  norische  & 
meyntene  oristen  soulis  in  good  gouemaile  and  holy  lif. 
certis  jif  J^ei  don  J^us  and  coueiten  ^^er-hi  to  be  holden  goode 
cristen  lordis,  here  pride,  ypocrisie  and  false  coueitise  wole 
brynge    hem   to    eudre-lastynge  peyne    in    helle.     %  Also 

iferehanto  faU'  marchauntis  and  riohe  men  of  bis  wikked  world  fallen  in 

into  hypooriay.  ' 

^  omitted  X.  >  omitted  X.  '  worschipe  X. 
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moche  ypocrise ;  for  ]?ei  traueilen  ny^t  &  day,  bi  watir  & 
lond  i»  cold,  &  in  hete,  bi  false  sotiltis  and  cauteliB  & 
grete  8weri[n]ge8  nedles  &  false,  for  to  gete  mucbe  drit  or  They  are  m  iwiijT 

,  ,  ^  getting  iniiok 

mnk  of  Jis  world,  to  gete  riobe  wyues,  &  purcbase  londis  ^^»J»  ^<»w  and 
&  rentis,  &  dewelle  in  pore  menntM  dette  afW  ]^at  }ei  ban 
desceyaed  bem  in  byynge  of  bere  catel;   &  jit  ben  so  bisi 
in  J^oDjt  &  specbe  in  goyng  and  rydyng  abouten  )?is  muk  that  they  cannot 
^t  vnne^  may  j^ei  onys  J^enke  on  god  &  ban  mynde  of  ^^^*^  **' ^^**^' 
here  false  robberie  hat  lei  Ysen  bi  false  wettes  &  mesures  False  weights 

and  meaanrea. 

to  amende  bem.  jif  alle  bere  bisinesse  &  lone  goo  J^us 
wrongly  to  ]?e  world  &  nonjt  or  to  litel  to  beuene  and 
henenely  j^ingis,  JToi  failen  fonle  of  holy  lif ;  &  jit  bolden 
hem  self  holy  &  coneiten  to  ben  bolden  boly  of  o^^ 
men,  &  ben  wode  jif  men  speken  trenly  ajenst  here  cursed 
synnes;  but  c^tes  ]^is  is  ypocrisie. 

Capitulum  10™- 

Gteneraly  ypocrisie  regne]^   among  alle  statis  of  cristen  Hypocrisr reigns 
men ;  for  wbanne  men  ben  cristened  ]?ei  forsaken  ^e  deuyl,  S^J^'g^oe  they 
al  his  pride  &  al  bis  werkis,  )at  ben  werkis  of  synne ;  usmai  tows.  ^' 
and  fit  }ei   tnmen  to  synne    as  an  bound  to  bis  spuyng 
and  here-wi]?  bolden  bem  goode  cristen  men.     but  summe 
don  verrey  penaunce  for  ^es  synnes,  &  summe  dwelle  eu^e  some  repent, 
stille  yer-inne  &  rennen  to  belle,  as  crist  sei^  in  J^e  gospel 
&  in  ^  bok  of  iob;   &  many  men  don  bodily  penaunce,  somedo  false  pen- 
as  fastynge  and  goynge  barfote,  but  ]^ei  fasten  not  fro  pride  their  eTUwiii. 
ne  enuye  ne  coueitise,  but  preien  for  wrongful  vengaunce 
of  oj^ere  enemyes  ajenst  cbarite,  and  J^is  is  foule  ypocrisie 
to  make  men  bolden  bem  boly  wbanne  J^ei  stynken  bifore 
god  for  old  endured  synne.     For  god  seij?  be  ysaye  }at  ai«>^i^^-*- 
man  to  tnrmente  bis  bed  and  peyne  his  bodi  only  is  not 
]^  fast  )e  wbicbe  god  cbees,  ^but  J^is  is  }e  fast  y&t  god 
cbcs;^  a  man  to  breke  ^e  bondis  of  synne  &  do  werkis 
of  m^rcy  to  poore  men  &  nedi.     ^  But  vpon  J^e  text  of 
Jis  gospel  bi  ordre  of  seynt  matbeu  Ion  w»tA  ]?e  gildene  JSom*'^" 
1-1  omitted  X. 
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moujy  aeij^  J^at  a  prest  is  in  dette  to  teehe  openly  and  treuly 

)e  treuj^e  of  goddis  lawe,  and  ellis  he  Ib  traitour  to  }e  troupe 

of  holy  writt.     *  So  a  lewyd  man  is  bonndyn  to  mayntene 

Duty  of  laymen  be  treube  ^  of  holy  writt,  and  ellis  he  is  traitour  to  god 

to  mAintaln  the  ^  /  "^  '  ° 

truth    of   holy  &  to  his  lawe  and  his  peple.     &  here-fore  riohe  men  owen 

writ.  ^  ^ 

to  drede  of  treson  and  traitre  a^enst  god  &  his  lawe 
whanne  ]^i  meyntene  not  ]^e  treu]^  of  J^e  gospel,  but  ben 
aboute  to  stoppe  it  &  techeris  ^er-of  bi  sotil  cautelis  &  false 
lesynges  for  fleschli  loue  or  coueitise.  for  as  iudas  dide  }ei 
•[p.  21  MS.]  sillen  }e  treuj^e,  and  so  crist  }at  is  treu)?e,  *for  money  or* 
fleschly  loue.  And  si]?  ^i  sillen  treu}'e  ]?at  is  a  spiritual 
good  for  money  or  worldely  fyng*  Jei  ben  cursed  symo- 
nyentis  &  so  h^retikis.  moche  owen  "pei  to  quake,  si]?  crist 
sei^  in  )>e  gospel  "j^at  who  eu^re  dispisi^  cristis  disciplis,  in 
]7at  he  dispisi}'  crist ;  and  at  ^e  day  of  dom  )ere  schal  be 
lesse  peyne  to  sodom  &  gomor,  ]?at  weren  distroied  for  synne, 
]7an  to  ^  men  J^ot  wolen  not  resceyue  cristis  diaciplis  and 
his  gospel,  ne  lyue  aft^  Je  techyng  of  cristis  gospel, 
principaly  si]?  suche  men  slen  crist  as  moche  as  in  hem  is, 
and  dryuen  ]?e  holy  gost  out  of  his  temple  &  }e  holy 
trynite;  &  jit  ]?ei  taken  ]?e  office  to  meyntene  goddis  lawe 
and  techeris  }?^r-of,  &  vpon  ]?is  s^ruyces  J^ei  han  }?es  heije 
statis  &  lordischipis.  but  cMis  it  is  foul  ypocrisie  ]?u8 
But  lordB  and  ^  suffre  synne  regne,  si^  lordia  and  men  of  grete  statis, 
^Sche»^?^uS  ^  maires,  ben  so  muche  biholden  to  destroie  it,  &  mowne 

and  chronicles,     ^g^g    ^^^    j^    j^    ^^^^    ^    ^    i^^    ^^^    prtfchoris    of    >e 

gospel,  &  meyntene  pr^chours  of  lesyngis,  fiEiblis  &  cronyclys 
for  monye  &  worldely  frendschipe. 

Capitulum  11/ 

Hypocrisy  of         But  jit  ypocrisie  of  phariseis  is  most  cursed  &  pmlous  of 

worst.  alle  o^ere  ;  for  whann^  ]?ei  han  disceyued  cristendom  ]?is 

hundrid  jeer  &  more  bi  ypocrisie  &  false  pr^hynge  of  fablis 

&  errouris  &  heresies,  magnifyenge  syn^l  menntM  ordenaunce 

»-»  omitted  X.  «  of  X.  »  omitted  X. 

'  This  is  headed  Chap.  XII.  in  X.    In  AA  Chap.  IX.  and  X.  are  ran  together,  and 
this  \b  marked  Chap.  X. 
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aboaen  goddis  lawe  &  ordenaunoe,  &'drawen  pore  menntit 
almes  A  liflode  to  pronde  beggeiis  to  make  grete  wast  housesi 
and  desceyue  men  bi  fals  assoilyng,  bi  fals^  pof^on,  bi  veyn^ 
preiere  &  synguler  or  specyal,  &  lett^s  of  frat^mite, 
puttjnge  open  beggynge  &  clamours  on  ihd  crist,  Jeanne  ]7ei 
crien  fast  ^at  poore  prmtis  treuli  &  frely  pr^chynge  ^  gospel 
as  crist  biddi]?,  techynge  men  to  do  yerray  penaunce  for  here 
synnes  &  not  trusten  ou^rmoche  to  false  pardon  &  cursed 
preieris  of  ypocritis,  &  to  do  here  almes  to  pore  feble  men 
crokid  &  blynde,  as  crist  eei}  him  self;  ^at  }ei  ben  cause  of 
alle  Be*  ptfrtwrbacion  of  he  rewme;  but  bei  lyen  falsly  &  TbeytMOMpoor 


openly  to  echo  trewe  man.    for  sif  synne  is  cause  of  p^rtiir-  mg  th«  realm, 

bacion,  &  J^s  pr^stis  ypon  here  kunnynge  }at  god  }eue)  hem 

of  holy  writt  &  }eT-wi}  bisien  hem  nyjt  &  day  to  distroye 

synne,  J^i  ben  aboute  to  make  pees  betwixe  god  &  man.  wbo  would  make 

&  ]^ei  'j^at  meyntenen  synne  bi  false  confessionys  &  veyn  God  and  man. 

special  preieris  &  pardons  ben  most  cause  of  discencion  & 

werris.     but  here  ^ei  suen  J^e  fadir  of  lesyngis  ]?at  stirede 

be  heiie  pr^tis  &    pharisees  in  cristis  tyme  to  pute  on  The  High  Priesto 

r  i      f  If  J  r  andPhariaeeadld 

hym  &  his  disciphs  J^at  J^ei  disturbleden  J^e  lend  of  iude  &  ■<>  ^^  Chriat. 

wolden  distroie  it,  for  crist  and  his  disciplis  reproueden    * 

^   ooueitise,  ypocrisie   &   falsenesse  of  ^e  heije  pr^stis   & 

false  pharisees.     so  ]?e  deuyl  steri]?  now  false  newe  pharisees  now  the  deTii 

of  synguler  religion  wi^-oute    cristis  ordynaunce,  J^at  ben  pooritea  to  stop 

more  sotil  in  malice  &  lesyngis   and    ypocrisie    ban '    be  preaching,    leet 

.  their    lies    and 

firste,  to  stoppe  por^  prestis  fro  prechynge  of  *^e  gospel  &  hypocrisy  shonid 
reprouynge  of  synne,   for  bi  Jas  offis  of  crist  don  treuly    •[p.  22  ms.] 
here  synnes  of  lesyngis  and  ypocrisie  schulde  be  knowen  and 
distroied  and  goddis  lawe  knowen  and  kept  and  synne  chasid 
out  of  lond.    but  false  ypocritis  stryuen  ajenst  J^is  profet  of 
cristen  men,  &  clepen  techynge  of  ]?e  gospel  &  goddis  hestis 
newe  techynge,  &  techynge  of  yerrey  penaunce  doynge  &  of 
netful  jeuynge  &  of  almes  and  open  prechynge  a^enst  synne 
errour  a^enst  charite.     God  kepe  cristen  men  fro  ypocrisie  & 
false  lesyngis  of  pharisees  and  here  meynteneris.     Amen. 
1  omitted  X.  *  omitted  X.  *  >at  X. 
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II. 


HOW    MEN    OUGHT    TO    OBEY    PRELATES. 


I  DO  not  think  this  tract  is  by  Wyclif.  Its  tone  is  not  that  of  a  man 
who  has  known  the  Court  and  been  engaged  in  political  affairs,  but 
rather  of  some  poor  clergyman,  who  felt  the  burdens  laid  upon  him 
by  the  bad  goTomment  of  the  Church,  and  spoke  from  the  bitterness 
of  his  personal  experience.  The  extravagant  expression,  '  two  or  three 
thousand  miles '  (p.  30),  points  in  the  same  direction.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  text,  1  Cor.  y.  5,  is  used  here  in  the  same  way  as  in  Prelates,  No.  lY. 
in  this  volume,  and  the  warning  against  misusing  the  freedom  given  by 
Ood  (p.  32)  recalls  a  fine  passage  in  the  tract  on  Feigned  Contemplative 
Life  (No.  X.). 

Copied  from  the  Corpus  MS.  X,  and  collated  with  the  Dublin  MS.  AA. 

SUIOCABT. 

Chap.  I.  Prelates  charg^e  poor  priests  and  those  who  beheye  with  them  that  they 
disobey  their  sapenors,  that  they  make  light  of  excommunication,  and 
break  the  law.  They  are  willing  to  obey  as  far  as  they  may  in  accordance 
with  God's  commandments.  %ut  there  is  a  hardship  in  men  being 
summoned  to  distant  places  for  no  good  purpose.  It  ninders  men  from 
doing  the  duties  which  God  commands.  Wickedness  of  prelates—their 
simony  and  other  sins.  If  prelates  will  do  their  duty,  poor  priests  will 
obey  them. 

II.  As  to  excommunication,  poor  priests  say  that  they  wiU  not  incur  God*s  curse 
for  anything  in  heaven  or  earth,  but  they  would  rather  be  wronefully 
cursed  by  man  than  break  God's  law.  Excommunication  often  inflicted 
from  spite.  Curates  ought  not  to  execute  letters  of  excommunication  which 
they  know  to  be  ill-grounded. 

III.  As  to  law,  true  men  will  obey  man's  law  so  far  as  it  agrees  with  God's.  Laws 
are  often  made  only  to  support  the  pride  and  pomp  of  prelates,  and  are  an 
undue  burden. 
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Hou  men  owen  obesche  to  prelatis  drede  curs  & 
kepe  lawe. 

Capitulum  pnmtim. 

Prelatis  sdanndren  pore  pr^stis  &  o]^ere  oristen  men  J^otpreUtec  iiaoder 
^i  wolen  not  obesche  to  here  souereynes,  ne  dreden  ours,  obvging  them 
ne  drede  ne  kepe  ^e  lawe,  but  dispise  alle  ]^ing  J^at  is  a^nst  enee  to  the  law, 
here  likynge.     And  herfore  ]?ei  ben  worse  J^an  iewis  or 
paynymes,  and  alle  lordis  &  prelates  &  my^ti  men  schulden 
distroie  hem,  for  ellis  J^ei  wolen  distroie  holy  chirche  & 
make  echo  man  to  lyue  as  hym  liki]?;   and  no  J^ing  may 
more  distroie  cristendom. 

^  But  here  poore  prratis  &  trewe  men  mekely  wolen  and  ^  ^uia^^ 
wilfully  ohesche  to  god  &  holy  chirche,  &  to  echo  man  in  ^j^,^  JJn^n" 
er}«  in  as  myche  as  he  techi^  treuly  goddis  comaundementis  "®°'"  **^®'^- 
&  profitable  treuj^e  for  here  soulis,  and  no  more  owi]^  ony 
man  to  obeche  to  crist  god  &  man,  ne  to  ony  apostle,     and 
pi  ony  worldly  prelat  axe  more  obedience  he  his  an^tcrist 
&  luciferis  maister,  for  ihu  crist  is  god  of  ri^twisnesse  & 
trea^e  &  of  pees  &  charite,  and  may  not  do  ajenst  rijtwisnesse 
ne  treuj'e  ne  hel^  of  mennwf  soulis  ne  charite,  si]?  he  may 
not  lye  ne  denye  him  self,    hou  Jeanne  schulde  or  myjtte 
ony  synfiil  prelat  charge  men  and  constreyne  to  do  a^enst 
ryjtwisnesse  &  hel^e  of  soulis  and  ^  good  conscience ;   for  John  t.  19. 
crist  seip  in  ]?e  gospel  of  seynt  ion  ^at  ]?e  soue  may  not  do 
but  yat  jdng  he  h&}   seyn  his  fadir  don;   &  ^ertore  crist 
comaundid  to  alle  men  }at  }ei  schulde  not  bileue  to  him  John  x.  S7. 
but  pf  he  dide  ^  werkis  of  }e  fadir  of  heuene.    where 
Cfisten  men  schullen  be  constreyned  be  an^tcristis  clerkis  to 
don  afk«r  here  comaundement  whanne  }ei  don  not  werkis 
of  god  but  werkis  of  ^  fend  ?  &  ]?us  crist  speki]?  to  Jtc  iewis  john  tUL  [46]. 
&  axe]?  hem  whi  }ei  bileuen  not  to  hym  jif  he  sei]^  trew]?e ; 
as  who  sei]?,  jit  he  seide  nou^t'  treuj^e  ]?ei  schulde  noujt' 

>  in  X  >  omitted  X. 
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bileue  to  hym.  and  ^^-for  crist  sei]?  to  'pe  iewis  who  of 
}ou  schal  repreue  me  of  synne,  &  he  wold  pat  eche  man 
hadde  do  so  ^if  he  my^tt  trealy.  perfore  in  tyme  of  his  passion 
crist  seide  to  pe  bischopis  seraannt  whanne  he  smote  him 

Jp^2»^-[23].  in  pe  face:  *jif  I  haue  spoken  euyl,  here  pon  witnesse  of 
euyl.  &  si]y  pr^latis  ben  vikeris  of  crist,  pei  owen  to  snen 
to  hym  in  J^is  obedience  &  axe  no  more  of  ony  man.    ^  But 

preutes  wint    here  is  he  sore  in  bis  obedience :   pr^latis  axen  bat  prestis 

their  snliJaoU  to  ^  ^  i       r 

oome  to  any  dis.  &  0 We  sugetis  schuldcn  como  for  here  souereyns  whid^ 

tantoornerof  the  ,  ,       ,  , 

dioocM.  eu^e  hem  likid,  at  pe  ferj^ste  place  of  here  diocise,  \o\x] 

pr^latis  kunnyn  not  holy  writt  ne  kepen  it,  but  don  opynly 
]?er  ajenst  many  weies;  &  J^is  is  wrong  for  many  skillis. 
first,  si)?  crist  god  &  man  sou^te  manntM  soule  lost  \ot\1] 
synne  bi  jritti  jeer  and  more  wi^  grete  traiuele,  werynesse 
&  many  peynes,  bi  many  J^ousand  myles  vpon  his  feet,  in  gret 
cold  and  stormes  &  tempestis,  pr^latis  schulden  not  couch e 
in  castellis  &  suf&e  \e  fende  to  deuoure  cristene  soulis,  & 
Jeanne  make  a  pore  man  to  renne  two  or  \tq  J^ousand  myles 
]!Sd*S**'^af*^  *  ^®^®  ^^^"^  ^^^  ensaujwple  of  pride  &  oj^^re  synnes.  sif 
SSr^taWecto'**'  ^®^  ^^^  ®^  myche  tresour  &  grete  hors,  &  ben  heije  vikeris 
of  crist  to  seue  his  lif  in  mekenesse  and  pouerte  and  harde 
traueile  to  saue  mennes  soulis,  and  si^  J^ei  ben  holden  to  spende 
here  catel  and  lese  here  bodily  lif  for  sauynge  of  cristen  soulis 
as  did  crist  &  his  apostelis,  myche  more  owe  ^ei  to  spende 
a  litil  traueile  and  money  to  soke  &  visyte  synful  men  & 
esen  hem^  in  body  &  soule.  And  not  maken  hem  nedlis 
to  spende  here  litel  catel  and  be  inpacient  &  grucchynge 
ajenst  god  &  man  &  out  of  charite.  for  we  reden  not  in 
al  \b  lawe  of  grace  \alt  crist  or  ony  of  his  disciplis  vsede 
J^is  symonynge  or  axid  J^is  obedience  of  ony  synful  man  riche 
or  pore,  lord  whi  schulde  a  synful  ydiot  axe  more  obedience 
J^an '  diden  crist  &  his  apostelis  ?  &  we  rede  not  in  J^e  lawe 
of  grace  ^ot  crist  append  comunly  bifore  \e  heije  pr^stis 
and  Pharisees  fore  here  symonynge  ne  his  apostelis  aft^ 
sendynge  of  ^  holy  goste,  But  jif  ]?ei  weren  constreyned 
1  omitted  X.  *  >at  X. 
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bi  Tiolence  or  eUis  ^if  ]7ei  weren  in  place  where  criste  tau^te 

in  ye  temple.     ^  Also  crist  tecbi^  in  the  gospel  }at  a  man 

owip  to  leue  ^e  lasse  good  &  do  )e  more ;  si]^  he  comaundid 

a  man  to  lene  }e  beriynge  of  his  fadir  and  go  pr^che  ]^e  Matthew  tuI.  si. 

gospel.     Jeanne  a  pr^t  schnlde  not  leue  pr^chynge  of  the  PriMtsstaouidnot 

gospel  &  renne  to  yncerteyn  placis  for  biddynge  of  worldly  their  preaching. 

prelatisy  enemyes  to  god  &  his  s^ruauntis,   sip  prechynge  bidding. 

of  ye  gospel  is  bet^re  ]^an  bodely  rennynge  so  to  ferre  placis, 

for  p^nl  of  enemyes,  for  wastynge  of  pore  menntM  goodis, 

and  for  drede  of  rebelte  ajenst  god.    for  seynt  ierom  sei^ 

in  ye  popis  lawe  ^t  he  pat  leue^  ^e  more  good  or  putte^ 

it  behynde  ye  lesse  good  synne]?  not  menely  but  greuously. 

my  siche  *8omonynge  of  pr^latis  is  not  groundid  in  cristis  lif  •[p.  24  ms.] 

ne  his  aposteUs  ne  reson,  but  in  an^tcristis  power  bi  dowynge 

of   clerkis  wiy  seculer  lordischipe  ajenst  holy  writt.      and 

^s  instede  of  cristis  mekeoesse  &  pouert  and  charite  and 

trewe  techynge  of  ye  gospel  is  brou^t  in  worldly  pnde  of 

prratis  and  coueitise  &  enuye  and  discencion  in  cristis  peple, 

&  bodily  turmentynge  bi  pr^tis,  as  j^ouj  ]?ei  weren  worldly 

lordis  of  ye  kyngis  lege  men  boj^e  of  bodi  &  of  catel,  & 

chargynge  of  soulis  with  grete  chargis  a^enst  ye  fredom  of 

goddis  lawe  and  the  helj^e  of  soulis  her-bi  brou^t  in;    for 

^8  worldly  prdlatis  chargen  men  to  speke  not  ajenst  here  preutes  do  not 

pride  and  coueitise  ne  brynge  hem  to  Je  ordynaunce  of  cnst,  SJa^g^ufeJ 

but  vayer  to  lyue  hem  self  in  pride  and  falsnesse  of  J^is  should  be  seenln 

world  )?an  to  turne  to  J?e  mekenesse  and  trewe  lif  and  to  ]?enke      "**  ^* 

on  here  de^  day,  for  bi  J^is  goode  lif  of  seculeris  ]?e  lif  of 

worldly  prelatis  schulde  be  knowen  for  ypocrisie  and  cursed- 

nesse.     and  J^us  bi  yia   feyned  power  of  somonynge  and 

cursynge  worldly  prelatis  ben  maad  cruel  tunnentours  of 

cristis   s^ruauntis,   and    schewen    hem    self   &    make,   ^^t  JJ|g***Jjgg2®; 

falaly,  lordis  of  menntM  bodies  &  catel  &  soulis  also,  to  ^^^^* 

stoppe  &  lette  good  lif  of  cnstene  men,  yat  ye  holy  trynyte 

may  not  do  for  his  rijtwisnesse  &  charite;   but  where  ben 

ialsere  an^teristaB,  p^rilousere  heretikis,  &  cursedher  blasphe- 

meres.     %  Also  no  man  owiy  to  putte   by-hynde   goddis 
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biddynge  and  }e  byddynge  of  a  synM  man  bifore ;  &  god 

biddi^  eche  man  yp  peyne  of  dampnacion  J^at  ha^  wif  & 

children  &  meyne  to  gouerne  hem  wel  in    goddis   lawe. 

Prelate*  make    honne  no  weddid  man  owib  to  lene  his  wife  &  children  & 

men  leaTe  their    '  •« 

j™  and  meyne  vngouemed,  &  goo  many  hnndred  myles  in  drede 
of  J^eues  &  enemyes,  &  wast  his  goodis  &  snffre  his  folk 
to  p^ische  in  sonle  or  in  body,    and  myche  more  no  curat 

and  make  onrateB  owib  to  leue  his  schopo  ynkept  among  be  wolnes  of  helle, 

leaTe  their  flocka         ^  if  If  &  r  » 

nnkept    among:  &  ride  with  grete  coost  to  ferre  placis  for  pride,  enuye  or 

the    wolTea     of  °  r  r         f  j 

beu.  coneitise  of  worldly  clerkis.     &  Jis  reson  maki]?  sikemesse 

for  pr^tis  to  dewelle  wit^  goddis  peple  &  profite  to  hem, 

&  for  children  to  take  cure  of  here  heldris,  &  not  ride  ne 

renne  aboute  &  leue  ]?is  heste  of  god  vndon  for  somonynge 

Lake  Ti.  89.        of  worldly  pr^latis.     Also  crist  sei]?   in  ]?e  gospel  }at  ^if 

Worldly  prelates  )?e  blynde  lode  )?e  blynde  ^ei  fallen  ho^e  into  J^e  lake,    ^anne 

who  lead  them-  siV  Worldly  prrfatis  ben  blynde  in  goddis  lawe,  bote  in 

BelTes  and  others 

tohcu.  kunnynge  ^^r-of  &  lif  J^-aftw^,  no  man  schulde  be  led 

bi  hem  in  kepynge  of  his  soule,  for  drede  lest  J^ei  falle  bo]^ 
in- to  ^helle.  For  Bij^^e  J^ei  ledyn  hemself  to '  helle-ward  for 
ignorau»ce  of  holy  writt  or  coneitise  of  worldeli  worschipe, 
hei^e  states  &  worldly  muk,  ^ei  wolen  lede  opere  men  ]?e 
same  weie.     &  ]?us  ]?ei  ben  cursed  of  god,  for  "j^at  \ai  is  good 

•[p.  25  MS.]  &  goddis  lawe  J?ei  dampnen  for  euyl  &  errour^,  *& '  Jat  )?at  is 
errour  & '  euyl  a^enst  goddis  lawe  J^ei  chesen  &  techen  for 
good  and  profytable  ;  &  ^us  \eii  dampnen  hemself  &  alle 
\at  ben  led  bi  hem.     Also  bi  reson  &  manntM  lawe  ^if 

A  summons  to  a  a  man  be  Bomonyd  to-gidre  to  be  heijere  iuge  &  a  lasse 

higher  indge  ex- 
cuses fipom  at-  he  schal  be  excused  fro  be  lasse  bi  be  vertue  of  be  heijere 

tendance    on    a  ^     '  '  *  ' 

lower.  iuge;  but  eche  man  is  somoned  first  of  god  to  worschipe 

hym  in*  alle  his  witt  &  alle  his  myjt,  bifor  J?at  a  worldly 
prelat  somone  hym  to  renne  aboute,  in  whiche  rennynge 
his  witt  &  his  my^t  schullen  be  perid;  Jeanne  bi  y^rtue  of 
]ns  cheef  domesman  he  owi]?  to  be  excused  £ro  )?is  somonynge 
of  worldly  prelat.  but  be  *  \^  suget  ware  of  feynynge  here, 
J?at  he  waste  not  ne  mysvsse  ]^e  jiftis  of  god  ynd^  colo«r 
>-^  omitted  X.       «-»  omitted  X.        »  &  X.         *  omitted  X. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Chap.  I.]  HOW  MEN  OUGHT  TO  OBET  PRELATES.  33 

of  ^8  firedom;   for  god  wole   haue    rekemiTnge   of  echo 

dede,  of  echo  word,  &  of  echo  Jyou^t,  &  of  echo  fifte,  & 

ecbe  tyme,  &  moment.    And  be  ye  worldly  prelat  ward  of 

blasphemye  bere,  fat  be  compelle  not   for  bis  pride  Jds 

soget  to  potte  bibynde  ]^e  betre  worscbipynge  of  god  and 

ynd^  coloor  of  obedience  make  bym  to  myspende  ]^e  tyme  & 

goddis  ^iftis.    ^  Also  men  of  lawe  &  resoun  seyn  it  is  worst 

of  alle  to  take  ^  dom  Yndir  a  suspect  domesman ;  but  }eB 

worldly    prelatis   ben    suspect    domesmen '  anemtis    goddis  ^^^    ^'!lS^ 

Bernauntis,  for  ^i  been   enemys  to  )?e   p^rsone  of  cristis  J^^^^^- 

semauntis  &  also  to  }e  cause  of  god.     for  comunly  JToi 

comen  to  bere  statis  bi  symonye  &  so  ben  beretikis,  as  l^e  Prd^tes  mostly 

,  .  .  \        ^    come    to    their 

popifl  lawe  eeip,  &  contynen'  in  pride,  coueitise,  extorciouns,'  S^m^  ^^ 

&  meyntenynge  of  bere  synne  &  o}$re  mennys  for  annuel 

rente,  &  baten  &  pursuen  \)o}e  cristis  lawe  &  bis  seruauntiB 

'pat  speken  ajenst  bere  synne,  to  amende  bem  J^^-of  &  alle 

^t  ben  ynkunnynge  in  goddis  lawe;   bow  scbulde  a  treue 

man  be  demyd  bi  suspect  iuges.    &  sicbe  ynkunnynge  & 

euyl  leuynge  prelatis  ben   most   bardy  to  dampne  trewe 

^  treatbis  of  boli  writ  &  pursue  trewe  ^  men  to  prison  &  de^ 

^t  meyntenen  boly  writt  &  trewj^e  a^enst  bere  coueitise, 

pride,  symonye  &  lustis.     ^  And  newe  religious  assessours  The   uueMon 

of  J^es  ynkunnynge  worldely  prelatis  ben  more  suspect  J^an  iltM^take  £om 

ony  oyer;   for  pel  grounden  bem  in  J^is,  pat  boly  writt  is  are u^to judge. 

fids  but  bere  owen  doctours  and  gloses  ben  trewe.      And 

80  pel  putten  falsnesse  &  defaute  of  witt  in  god,  &  seyn 

fat  a  synful  ydiot  &  in  caas  a  deuyl  of  belle  is  trewere, 

wittiere  &  more  ful  of  cbarite  &  myjt  to  tecbe  men  treuj^e 

Jaiine  is  pe  trinyte  &  ibu  crist  god  &  man.     &  J^ei  baten 

more  cristis  semauntis  J^ot  stonden  for  J^e  trew)?e  of  boly 

writt  &  ibu  cristis  leuynge  &  reprouen  bere  ypocrisie  & 

scbewen  bere  falsnesse  to  ]^e  peple;  and  )ej^  ben  more  sotil 

in  malice,  &  dysceyuen  more  lordis  &  ladies  &  J^e  comunes 

in  fei}  &  cbarite,  &  maken  bem  to  triste  jf at  it*  ia  almes 

^  make  AA.  *  conteynen  X.  >  omitted  X. 

*-«  omitted  X.  »  omitted  X.  *  omitted  X. 
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34  HOW  MEN  OUGHT  TO  OBEY  PRELATES.  [Chap.  I. 

*  [p.  26  MS.]  to  distroye  trewe  men  )at  stonden  *for  goddis  lawe  &  trewe 
lyuynge.  ft  }ub  ]^  dampnable  ig;noraunce  of  goddis  lawe 
ft  corsed  lif  of  J^es  worldly  prelatis  ft  stronge  meyntenynge 
of  here  owen  synne  ft  oj^^re  xnenntM  ben  cause  whi  pore 
prestis  ft  oristen  men  ban  hem  suspect  of  heresie  ft  enemyte 
bo]?e  of  goddis  cause  ft  bis  s^niauntis ;  ft  yer-fore  )e  'flen 
3JobD,io.  fro  bem  as  an^tcrist  and  beretykes,  as  icon  J^e  euaungelist 
^t  pndatM  do  tecbi]?  in  bis  epistilis.  %  But  lete  prelatis  studie  bisili  ft  treuly 
obe"^  &«m  ten?"  ^^^^  *  ^^^*  *  lyuen  opyn  wel  JTcr-aftir,  and  distroie  opyn 
synne  of  o}$re  men  be  bere  witt  and  tnyjt,  ft  pore  prestis 
ft  cfistene  men  wi]^-outen  ony  somonynge  wolen  wi^  gret 
traueile  and  cost  and  wille,  ^ee  bi  londe  ft  bi  water,  mekely 
come  to  hem  ft  don  hem  obedience  ft  reuerence,  as  ]^i 
wolden  to  petir  ft  poul  ft  cristis  apostlis.  dome  ]?e  world 
whe]?^  J^is  dyuysion  belong  on  worldely  prelatis  ynkunnynge 
and  cursed  of  lif,  or  on  pore  prmtis  and  trewe  men  J^at  fayn 
desiren  ny^t  ft  day  to  knowe  goddis  wille  ft  worscbipe 
ft  do  it  bifore  alle  oj^^e  J^ingis. 

CsLpitulum  2*** 

christiAii  men       As  to  cursynge,  cristen  men  seyn  trewely  )at  }ei  dreden 

Ood'8  cane       it   SO   mocbc    ]7at    }ei   wollen    not    wilfully    ft   wityngly 

^iod,  ^  disserue  goddis  curse,  nei^^  for  good  in  erj^e  ne  in  beuene ; 

but  they  wUi   QC  manntM  curse  in  as  myche  as  it  acordi]^  wi]?  ]^e  netful 

man'I  cune     curs  of  god;  but  }ei  woUe  wi]?  grete  ioie  of  soule  ra^^re 

Seif^God's^uw.  suffre   manntM    wrongful   curs    J^an   wityngly   ft   wilfully 

broke  ony  comaundement  of  god  for  to  wynne  ]?er-bi  alle 

worscbipis  of  )?is  world,   and  to  kepe  here  body  in  alle 

likyngis  neu#re  so  longe;    ft  raj^^re  to  suffire  sdaundryng 

ft  bacbityng  and  prisonyng  and  exilid,  hangyng,  drawyng^ 

quarterynge  and  brennynge  wi]^  belpe  and  grace  of  god 

)?an  to  forsake  J>e  treuj^e  of  holy  writt  ft  lif  of  cfist,  for 

ellis  ]7ei  weren  not  in  charite  ne  in  weie  of  saluacion.  bat 

Antiehrist'f        au^tcrlstis  derkis   magnyfien  so  myche   manntM   curs  }at 

^'•ouTMu      }ei  taken  noon  hede  to  }e  dredefiil  curs  of  god;  as  ^ 

^  omitted  X. 
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Chap.  U]  HOW  MEN  OUGHT  TO  OBEY  PRELATES.  85 

men  were  more  myjtti  &  rijtfol  )a,n  is  almyjtti  god  in 

trynyte.     for  Jk)oj  men  breken  opynly  alle  }e  comaufide- 

mentis  of  god  &  lyuen  in  pride,  coueityse,  enuye,  glotonye 

and  o^  synnes,  but  jif  it  be  lecherie,   }ere  renne]^  no 

manntM  curs;   ne  for  leoherie  jif  men  wolen  paie  rente  bi  Thereimeforno 

jeere  &  dwelle  stil  J^^-inne  als  longe  as  hym  lisle ;  so  al  ]?e  and  for  that  tbey 

drede  is  turned  to  manntM  curs  and  no  Jdng  to  goddis  curs. 

1[  But  i\£  a  man  trespas  litel  or  noujt  a^enst  a  pr^lat  Men  ouned  for 

»        f  *  personal  offenceB, 

or  a^nst  ^  wynnynge  of  olerkis,  he  schal  be  cursed  & 

pursued  yatsl^e  ende  of  his  kyn  may  haue  sorowe  J^^ore; 

jee,  Jh>uj  a  treu]?e  of  holy  writt  &  reson  be  seid  *  bi  charite  •[p.  ti  ms.] 

a^enst  J?e  pride,  coueitise  &  open  wrong  }at  pr^latis  don  SSi'to  SSt? 

to  here  neijboris,  boj^e  in  here  gostly  offis  &  also  worldly 

wroogis;   and  here-bi  J^ei  ponyschen  more  for  here  owen 

dispit  or  wrong  J^an  for  dispit  of  god  almyjtty.     %  But  here 

men  musen^  whi  pr^latis  ben  so  redy  to  curse  in  here  owne 

cause,  si]^  petir  techi]?  oristen  men  to  blisse  &  not  no  werie  i  Peter  u.  [28  t] 

ne  curse ;  &  god  biddi]^  vs  loue  cure  enemyes  &  don  good  liatt.  t.  [44.] 

to  hem  ]K0t  haten  vs,   and  to  preie   for   men  J^at  falsly 

pnrsnen  vs.     a^  he  }ai  cu[r]8e]7  ano}?^  man  for  his  owne 

Tengaunce  or  worldly  catel  more  Jeanne  for  to  venge  synne 

don  afenst  god  &  for  ^  helj^e  of  ^  cursed  manntM  soule 

cuim}  hint-self,  for  he  doi]^  ajenst  charite,  as  gregori  techi)?  2Sqn.  4e<'-  inter 

in  ye  popis  lawe.    cartes  men  dreden  J^ot  ]?es  pr^latis  ben     ^^"' 

ful  of   goddis  curse  for  here  symonye  in '  here  entre,  &  These  prelates 

are  dursed  by 

sillynge  of  sacramentis  &  gostly  officis,  as  ordres  jeuynge  for  God  for  their 
money,  &  halwynge  of  chirchis  &  auteris,  &  for  extorcions 
of  pore  men,  &  meyntenyuge  of  synfiil  men  in  here  synne 
for  money,  ]?at  ]?ei  han  no  part  of   goddis  blissyng  and 
^^rfore  cursed  fruyt  spryngi]?  out  of  a  cursed  tree. 

If  Lord,  whi  schulde  curatis  pronounsen  here  breWen  a  Curates    should 

"  '  *^  '  refuse  to  execute 

cursed  for  nakid  lettris  of  syche  coueitous  prtflatis,  enemyes  *^e«»  m*^.°' 
of  cnst  &  his  s^uauntis,  whew  J^ei  knowe  no  cause  bi-for  ^em'to^^^im^ 
god  where-for  ^i  be  ctfrsed  of  hym  but  han  euydence  bi  ^^^* 
spekynge  &  open  lif  of  here  neie^boris  J^at  ^ei  ben  in  good 

1  mowe  ten  Z.  *  ft  X. 
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lif  &  in  charite.     Si}  crist  sei]?  in  ]7e  gospel  ^at  be  }at 

Matt. T. 22.        Bei]?  to  his  bro^r:   ]?ou  fool!   wi]?-oat  sufficieiite  cause,  & 

be  ]?at  eei}  to  bis  bro^^r  }at  ba]?  ]^e  boli  gost  vn}  good 

lif  &  cbarite  ]^at  be  is  voide  &  wi^-oute  kunnynge,  schal 

be  gilti  of  belle,  -whe^&r  yia  be  cbarite  to  curse  a  man  for 

Poor  men  enxted  seze  pans  wbau  be  may  vmie]?is  lyue  be  al  bis  traueilei 

&  for  be  troueli]^  not  at  bere  8om[(m]ynge  an  bundrid  myle 

or  moo  or  lesse  &  leue]^  not  bis  wif  &  cbildren  vngouemed. 

for  fif  a  pr^ste  pronouitse  siebe  a  man  a  cursed  ]?at  is  blissed 

of  god  be  ]i}e}  ypon  bis  broker  &  beri^  fals  witenesse  a^enst 

.  goddis  dom.    for  ]?ou}  be  apere  not  at  bere  somonynge  to 

jeuen  bem  mony  at  bere  wille,  be  may  ben  excused  a^enst 

god  &  man  for  many  skillis.  '  }erfoT  ]^is  nakid  lettre  of 

coueitouse   pr^latis  is  no  sykimesse  anemtis   god  to  pro- 

nounse  a  cristen  man  for  cursed,  &  noon  obedience  schulde 

constreyne  a  pr^  to  wittenesse  a  falsbede  ajenst  bis  broJ'M' 

and  ajenst  bis  conscience  but  ^if  it  be  an^icristis  obedience, 

for  c«rtis    god  wole    not    constreyne  a  man  to  ]?i8   false 

obedyence.    Lord,  wbere  an^tcrist  &  bis  clerkis  schnllen. 

^*"^***1  ^Sm^  ?^  pr^latis  knowen  }at  Jis  man  were  cursed  of  god  for 

to^*S!^*lrokOT  ^'6^y^8»  ^^  ^  bestis  ^i  my^ten  pronounse  Jis  to  Jw  peple 

Ood'^oominaiid-  ^  make   oj^^e  men  to  flee  bis  companye  as  an  be]?ene 

mannys.    But  comunly  ^ei  knowe  not  ]^is  so  wel  as  o}ere 

•[p.  28  MS.]       pore  men,  *for  }ei  taken  no  reward  to  }e  bestis  of  god, 

1  Cor.  T.  5.        but  al  to  bere  owen  lawes  &  customes.    }e  apostelis  baddefi 

J^is  power  wben  a  synfiil  man  was  rebel  a^enst  goddis  lawe 

to  ^eue  ^  fend  power  of  bis  body  to  troueilen  it,  so  }at 

PreUtM  pretend  be  Boule  were  saaf.     But  owre  pr^latis  ban  not  bis  power, 

to  iUt  the  sooL  .  .  ^. 

J^^fore  j^ei  feynen  ]?at  }ei  sleen  ]^  soule  bi  }dr  cursyng 

waitne  ]?e  bodi  is  neu^re  ]?e  worse,  &  Jeanne  }ei  tecben  lordis 

and  teach  lords  to  enprisone  ye  bodi  aftir  fourti  daies  a  cursyng,  ]?ou}  }e 

bod^TSfteMTor^  man  be  cttrsed  ^  for  boldyng  goddis  bestis ;  &  maken  lordis 

ya  ourae.        ^  ^^  turmentottfifl  of   cristene   men,   wbanne  J^e  fendis 

doren  not  toucbe  bem  for  drede  of  god.   ]^is  cursynge  schulde 

be  suspendid  for  paril  on  alle  sidis,  and  trewe  techynge  of 

1  blessed  AA. 
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cristis  gospel  &  holy  enBaampIis  of  pr^latis  lif  &  manasjnge 
of  ptfTgatoiie  &  helle  and  confortynge  of  ]?e  blisse  of  heaene 
achulde  be  schewed  &  regne  among  eristene  peple;  and  }eB 
foure  scbnlden  maken  men  to  flee  Bynne  &  lyue  wel  &  ende 
in  p^rflt  charite,  &  Jna  were  best  for  alle  parties. 

Capituluni  S"- 

As  to  lawe,  trewe  men  seyn  J^at  fei  willen  mekely  &  £j*  uSTm^ 
wilfully  drede  &  kepe  goddis  lawe  vp  here  kuwnynge  &  S,d»i**iS?  ^ 
™y?t»  &  echo  lawe  of  majines  makynge  in  as  myche  as  Jei  «*°*^'**'***' 
witen  ]?at  it  acordi]^  wi}  goddis  lawe  &  reson  &  good  con- 
science &  to  ]?e  ri^tfdl  ezecadon  ^r-of ;  &  god  him  self  may 
bynde  man  no  more  to  his  owen  lawe  for  his  endeles  rijtwis^ 
nesae  &  charite  }at  he  ha,}  to  mannes  soule.  lord,  where 
synfdl  men  }at  ben  an^toristis,  &  in  caas  deuelis  in  flesch  & 
blood,  may  bynde  men  more  to  here  wickid  lawis  &  wrong 
ezecncions  of  hem  ]»nne  god  wille  bynde  hem  to  his  most 
rijtfdl  lawe  &  profitable,  onsten  men  knowen  wel  of  iei} 
}at  nei}&r  petir  ne  ponl  ne  ony  creature  may  do  oujt  lawe- 
fiilly  ajenst  }e  trew]?e  of  holi  writt  ne  a^enst  ]?e  ediflcacion  of 
holy  chirche,  ^at  is  good  techynge  &  gon^mynge  &  amend- 
ynge  of  cnstene  sonlis.  what  power  ban  ]?an  worldly 
pr^latis  to  make  so  many  wickid  lawes  ?  a}  god  curse]? 
hem  l^at  maken  wickid  lawes,  &  comaundil?  }at  no  man  scbal  <^d  ^%  that  no 

*  'IT  man  gdd  to  hU 

adde  to  his  wordis  ne  drawe  fro  hem  vp  peyne  of  grete^<»i^* 
cnrsynge  of  god  &  dampnynge  in  helle.     }at  is  to  seie  ]?at  no 
man  adde  false  sentence  ne  false  glose  to  holy  writt,  for 
^an,  as  ierom  sei]?,  he  is  an  heretik ;  and  }at  no  man  drawe 
ony  treu]?e  fro  goddis  wordis,  for  }ei  enclosen  alle  nedefiil 
treuj^e  &  profitable  for  mannys  soule.     &  to  ]?is  entente  ei} 
ponl  in  his  pistel  J^at  jif  ony  man,  jee  apostil  or  angel  of  Gftli.8. 
henene,  pr^be  o}er  ]nng  ]?an  is  tau^te  of  crist  &  bis  apostelis 
^he  is  cursid.    And  Seint  Jon  seij^e,^  in  ye   ende  of  ]« ser.  xzu.  18. 
apocalips,  }at  ^  ony  man  adde  ^us  to  goddis  wordis,  god 
scbal  brynge  ypon  hym  alle  ^  vengaunces  wrjrten  in  ]^ 
1-1  omitted  X. 
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apooalips,  &  ^if  ony  man  wij^drawe  }ub  fro  goddis  wordis' 
•[p.  29  MS.]       *{^>d  Bchal  don  hym  out  of  ]?e  bok  of  lif.    %  Lord,  si^  goddis 
SrtidJrT*^'*'^  lawe  is  so  myche  &  so  haid  to  vndirstonde,  as  austyn  & 
ofere  seyntis  techen,  yat  ^u}  echo  man  hadde  neu^re  so  gret 
witt  &  myjtte  lyue  hool  &  sood  in  bodi  &  wittis  til  }e  day 
of  dome,  he  schulde  eu^re  haue  ynowj  to  leme  and  ocupie 
him   j^mne   at  }e   folle,   whi    schuUe   wordly   curatis    & 
prtflatis^  make  so  many  bokis  of  here  newe  lawis  for  to 
meyntene  here  pride  &  coueitise  &  worldly  array?    si}  men 
be  nowe  of  lesse  wittis  &  schortere  tyme  &  feblere  of  com- 
plexion,     certis  ]?e  chargen  men  on^  my^t  &  maken  hem 
bysy  to  knnne  wrongful  tradiciouns  of  synful  folis  makynge 
&  to  leue  holy  writt  Tnstudied,  ynknoud  &  ynkept ;  &  ^is  is 
a  sotil  cautel  of  }e  fend  to  for-do  goddis  lawe  &  knowynge 
.    &  loue  of  oure  goodie  god.    And  }er£oTe  crist  pleyne]?  of  }iB 
peple,  bi  ]^a  prophete  ysaie,  &  in  ]?e  gospel  also,  ]^at  is  peple 
iraiah  xxix.  13.  worschipi]^  him  in  lippis  but  here  herte  is  fer  fro  god,  &  ^ei 

Mfttt*  XT.  8|  9«  ^  ^  ^ 

worschipen  hym  witA-outen  cause,  for  }ei  techen  ]?e  Ions  of 

8&inta  in  the    ^^^^  &  ^^  mauitdemontis.     &  )it  seyntis  in  }o  popis  lawe 

ob^oniyChriBt!  reprouen  euyle  lawis  vngroundid  in  holy  writt  &  reson,  &  hem 

}at  maken  hem  also,  &  seyn  }at  we  owen  to  take  hede  what 

crist  sei]^,  &  to  no  man  ellis  but  in  alse  myche  as  he  acordi]? 

wip  crist,  &  he  his  false  ]?at  sei]^  or  teche]^  ony  ying  }at  is 

not  euydently  groundid  in  goddis  lawe.     &  ]^erfoTe  seynt 

1  Peter  w.  u.     petyr  comaundi]?  jif  ony  speke,  loke  he  speke  as  goddis  wordis. 

]?us  pea  worldly  pr^latis  drawen  oristen  men  fro  holy  writt 

}at  is  }e  beste  lawe  &  constreyne  men  to  here  owne  lawis  ful. 

of  erronr,  maad  to  coloure  here  cursed  pride  &  coueitise ;  for 

yei  pouysche  men  sorere  for  broken  of  here  owen  lawis  ]?an 

for  brekynge  of  goddis  lawe,  &  louen  &  chirischen  men  of 

here  lawe  and  dispisen  &  putten  abac  men  of  goddis  lawe. 

Late  wordly  pr^latis  ceesse  to  schlaundre  pore  men,  seynge 

}at  }ei  wolen  not  obesche  to  here  souereyns  &  dreden  not 

curs  but  dispise  lawe.    for  in  alle  ]?es  ]?re  ]?ei  ben  clere  bifore 

god  &  man  ^if  rijt  &  reson  &  charite  be  wel  soujt. 

^  X.  inBerU  and. 
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III. 


THE  RULE  AND  TESTAMENT  OF  ST.  FRANCIS. 

This  tract  is  distiDgnished  among  the  many  directed  against  the  fiiars 
hy  its  method  of  attack.  The  first  and  longer  part  consists  merely  in 
a  translation  of  the  rale  by  which  the  Franciscans  admitted  themselves 
bonndy  and  the  comment  confines  itself  to  pointing  ont  how  completely 
that  rule  was  disregarded  or  evaded.  The  pecaliar  interest,  of  the 
tract  lies  in  its  bringing  before  ns  how  nearly  in  its  idea  the  Franciscan 
order  approached  the  body  of  poor  priests,  whom  Wyclif  sent  ont  to 
preach.  When  the  writw  complains  that  at  Home  ''false  menours" 
persecnte  those  who  would  keep  Francis'  role  to  the  letter,  we  have  an 
expression  of  the  sympathy  which  we  might  have  divined  between  the 
Lollards  and  the  Spiritual  Franciscans.  (Of.  the  Tract  on  the  Leaven 
of  Pharisees.)  But  before  we  have  read  to  the  end  we  find  the  author 
true  to  the ''  fi'eedom  of  the  gospel,"  which  Wyclif  consistently  preached^ 
declaring  that  no  other  order  than  Christ's  is  needed,  since  those  who 
can  carry  out  the  highest  and  best  life  have  that  duty  laid  upon  them 
by  Christ's  order  to  serve  God  with  all  their  heart  and  all  their  strength. 
We  may  compare  with  this  the  saying  (S.  E.  W.  III.  452),  "Every 
conseil  of  Crist  is  to  sum  man  and  sum  tyme  a  precept." 

I  think  that  the  author  is  Wyclif.  The  tract,  Fifty  Heresies  of  Friars, 
printed  by  Mr.  Arnold  (No.  24),  seems  like  an  amplification  of  this ;  and 
it  is  probably  of  later  date,  as  the  doctrine  of  transubstantiation  is 
attacked  there,  but  not  mentioned  here. 

Copied  from  the  Corpus  MS.  X,  and  collated  with  the  Dublin  MS.  AA, 
and  with  the  Oxford  MS.  W.  All  through  W.  has  J^o  for  >e ;  hor  for  her ; 
hom  for  hem ;  and  has  the  third  person  singular  in  t, 

Sttiocabt. 

The  greaterpart  of  this  tract  is  simply  a  translation  from  the  Latin  of  the  law  laid 
down  for  the  Frandacans  by  their  founder.  To  this  is  added  a  short  comment,  pointing 
out — 

Ist.    That  the  testament  is  binding  npon  Franciscans ; 

2nd.  That  the  Franciscans  keep  neither  mle  nor  testament,  failing  in  obedience, 
in  poverty,  and  in  charitY. 
After  this  general  statement  of  their  faults  comes  an  account  of  yarious  ways  in  which 
they  erade  the  letter  of  the  rule.    The  tract  ends  with  a  declaration  that  no  rule  is  of 
use  except  so  fiur  as  it  agrees  with  that  laid  down  by  Christ. 
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'pis  hia  ^e  reule  of  seynt  fraimseis. 
Capitulum  primum. 

The  rale  ii  to       pe  Teule  and  he  lyuynge  of  frere  menours  is  J^is :  to  kepe 

in^orJ^enST*   J®  ^^^7  gospel  01  ouTO  lord  ihu  crist,  lynynge  in  obedience, 

poirarty,  and      wij'-outen  propte,  &  in  cha8titie.    Frere  fiaunseis  biheti^* 

^'  obedience  and  reu^ence  to  ]?e  lord  ^e  pope  honorie,  &  to  his 

snccessoaris,  ^e  whiohe  entren  bi  general  &  holy  eleccion,  & 

to  }e  chirche  of  rome,  &  be  o^^re  freris  holden  to  obesche* 

to  frere  frannseis  &  to  his  Buccessotirb. 

Of  hem  \>at  wolen  take  J'is  lif,  hou  ^ei  schuUen  be 
resceyued. 

Capitulum  2~' 

Any  one  dMiring     ^  ony  wille  take  j^is  lif,  &  comen  to  onre  brej^^ren,  sende 

u  to  be  «!£l»S  ^®™  to  J?e  mynystris  prouyncials,  to  whom  only,  &  not  to 

by  the  proTinoiai  oJ^tfTC,  be  grauntid  *  louo  to  resceyno  freris.    yerfore  late  ^e 

^''*^soM8i       niynystris  diligently  ezamyne  hem  of  *  J?e  ooman  feib  and 

be  sacramentis  of  holy  chirche,  ]?at  ^if  }ei  beleuen  alLe  J^es 

ringis,  and  wilen  fe]?fally  knowleche  hem,  &  stedefastly  kepe 

HemnethftTeno  hem  to  ^0  ODde  of  le  world,  &  ^if  ]^ei  han  noon  wyues,  or 

PDM^'her^^  }if  Jei  han  wyues  &  here  wynes  ben  entrid  in-to  religion,  or 

p«ny.  ellis  ]?at  here  wynes  han  pnen  here  housbondis  lyue*  bl 

anctorite  of  fe  bisohop  of  Ve  diocise  &  now  maad  a  vow  of 

chastite  or  co»t3mce,   and  here  wyues  ben  of  sich  age  ]?at 

noon  enyl  suspecion  may  be  reysed  of  hem,  late  ^e  proayn- 

cials  seie  to  hem  wordes  of  J^e  holi  gospel  ]?at  |?ei  goo  & 

MoBt  ghe  away  sille  alle  here  goodis  &  }eae  hem  to  pore  men,  &  jif  bei  may 

Swifc     ^^^  Jiot  do  J^is  here  goode  wille  is  ynow  to  hem ;  &  be  pe  freris 

&  here  mynystris  war  ^at  j^ei  be  not  bisi  of  here  temporal 

goodis,  ^t  iei  don  freli  of  here  ^ingis  what  eu^re  ^e  lord 

inspiri]^'  to  nem.    ^  Ne^les  }if  oonseil  be  nedful  her-to,  hane 

te  mynystris  leue  to  sonde  hem  to  snmme  men  ]^at  dreden  god, 
i  whos  conseLL  here  goodis  schullen  be  ;oaen  to  pore  men. 
istohaTeayear  afdrward  graunte  ]?e  mynystris  to  hem  clo]?is  of  probacion, 
of  probation,  -p^^  is  to'  seie  tweie*  cotis  or  kirtlis  wi^-outen  hood  and 
a  girdil  &  a  brech  &  a  chaperon  to  ]?e  girdel,  but  jif  oper 
]nng  afttfr  god  be  seyn  to  ye  myn^stns.  %  But  whanne  J^e 
^r  of  probacion  is  endid  be  ]^ei  resceyued  to  obedience, 
bihetynge  to  kepe  J^is  lif  &  reule ;  &  in  no  manure  sohal  it 

1  behetis  W.  •  obeibe  X.  *  In  W.  this  is  reckoned  as  part  of  Chapter  I. 

*  for  X.        *  leeTe  W.     ^  enpropri^  X.;  inspiraTerit  Lat      ^  omitted  X*      ^  twoW. 
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be  lefiEel  to  hem  to  goo  oat  of  j^is  ordre  yp  ^  ]?e  comaundement  onoe  ftiUy  ad- 
of  Je  lord  Je  pope,  for  aftir  be  holy  gospel  no  man  sendynge  J^^^i^^  Sie 
his   hond  to  fe  plow;   and   lokenge  a-jen   is  able  to  }e  Order, 
kyngdom  of  god.     &  haue  J^ei  ]^at  han  bihi^t  obedience  coils 
or  kirtlis'  wi]^  an  hood  and  an  o]^dr  wi]^ oaten'  hood;  J^ei 
^t  wilen  haae  schon  &  be  nedid  ^^-to  may  here  hem. 
^  And  be  alle  fireris  clo]?id  wi]?  foule  doj^is,  &  ]fei  may  peso  AiiMarstowMr 
hem  ajen  or  cloate  hem  of  sacchis  &  o}ire  pecis  wif  ]>e  JjJii/tt?^**  JSh 
bUssyng  of  god.    And  I  moneste  &  stire  bes  freris  j^at  ^ei  neks, 
dispise  not  and  dome  not  ^o  men  whom  ]?ei  seen  clo^id  wi]? 
softe  clojns  &  oolonrid,  &  vse  delicat  metis  &  drynkisi  but 
more  echo  of  hem  deme  &  dispise  him  self. 

Of  goddifi  B^myce  &  fastyngys,  &  hou  freris  schullen 
go  bi  pe  world. 

*Capitulum  3«* 

Do  derkis  deuyn  officis"  afb^  J^e  ordre  of  }o*  holy  chirche  cierks  to  say 
of  rome,   oat  taken  Je  sautir,  of   wheche  bei  may  haae  ex^pt^SaTthey 
breuyaries,  Jot  is  smale  sauteris  or  abreggid;  but  late  lewid  mav  use  abridged 
fireris  seie  four  &  twenti  pater  nostris  for  matynes,  for  laudis  J|^JJJ^'  to  say 
fyae,  for  prime,  tierce,  yndren  &  noon,  for  echo  of  hem  seuene  76   patemoeters 
peter  nostris,  &  for  euensong  twelue,  &  for  oompleyn  seuene.  ^}^  ^  ^ 
^  And  preie  ]?ei  for  dede  men.    and  faste  ]?ei  *fro  be  feste  of  tBBHag, 
alle  hawen'  til  Je  natyuyte  of  crist,  &  }o^  holy  lenten  )at  •Cp.«m8.} 
bygynne^  fro  be  twelve  day  of  cristemasse  to  }e  fulle  fourti 
dales,  J»e  whiche  lenten  cure  lord  halwid  wi^  bis  holy  fast, 
be  ^  blissed  of  ]?e  lord  ]?at*  fasten  wilfully  pis  lenten;  & 
be  ^i  not  constreyned  ^at  wilen  not,  but  faste  bei  anoj^^r 
lenten  til  fe  resurreocioun  of  j^e  lord,     but  in  ob^re  tymes 
ben  }ei  not  holden  to  faste  but  on  J^e  friday ;  but  m  tyme  of 
opyn  node  ben  }e  freris  not  bounden  to  bodily  fast,    but 
I  conseile,  amoneste,  and  stire  my  freris  in  cure  lord  ihu  Ftian  to  bebaye 
cfist  ]?at**  whawne  fei  gon  bi  J?e  world  ]?at  Jei  chide  not  and  JSJjJ*^  ^**"* 
stryue  not  bi  wordis,  &  ^t  }ei  iuge  not  oj^^re  men,  but 
^t  ^ei  ben  mylde,  peisble  and  manerly,  homly  &  meke, 
spekynge  of  al  J^ingis  as  it  is  semely.     &  ]?at  ^i  schullen 
not  ride  but  ^  bei  ben  nedid  for  opyn  node  or  siknesse.  ^  In- 
to what  eu^re  nous  ^i  schullen  entre  seie  }ei  first,  pees  be 
to  yiB  hous,  ft  aftir  ]?e  holy  gospel  be  it  leflFul  to  hem  to  ete 
of  alle  metis  y&t  ben  sett  to  hem,  as  I  haue  seid. 

1  upon  W,  >  ooote  or  Idrtel  W.  *  wi>  an  oat  X.  and  AA. 

*-*  cap"»-_n«-  W.;  omitted  X.  »  office  W.  •  omitted  X.  and  AA. 

^  halowe  W.  •  omitted  X.  and  AA.  •  &  X.  >«  >an  X. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


42  RULB  OF   ST.   FRANCIS.  [Cbap.  IT. 

j7at  Freris  resceyuen  no  inonej. 

Capitulum  4"** 
NofriartoreeeiTB     I  coxnaunde  stedefastlv  to  alle  freris  hat  in  no  manure  >ei 

money  or  pence  •^  •■•^^•'i  ia  '• 

directly  or  in-   168063016  iLo  money  OF  pens ;  neip^r  01  hem  self  ne  mens/ 
^^^^^7'  p^rsone  putt  bitwixe.  nej^eles  for  ^e  nede  of  sike  men  &  to 

clo^  o]^ere  freris  bi  gostly  frendis  only,  ^  mynystrys  & 
custodis  schnUen  bere  bisy  cure,  vpe  placis  &  tymes  &  colde 
regiouns  or  centres;  as  bei  schnlle  see  j^ot  it  is  spedy  to 
here  nedy.  ]?at  J^is  ]?ing  be  eu^rmore  saaf,  ]^t  as  it  is  seid 
]?ei  resceyue  no  pens  ne  money. 

Of  Je  manere  of  trauayle  of  freris. 
Capitulum  5~* 

Friars  to  avoid     Oure  freris  to  whom  god  haj?  |onen  grace  to  traneile,  labore 
idiencH.  j^gj  treuly  &  deuoutly  so  lat  ydelnesse  enemy  of  soule  be 

ezdudid  or  putt  awey.  And  ]?ei  quenche  not  }e  spirit  of 
holy  deuocion  and  preire  to  whiche  oj^er  spiritual*  ^ingis 
BchuUen  seme.  But  of  ^  hire  of  labour  reoeyue  ^i  neces- 
saries for  hem  self  &  here  brej^^ren  wi]?-outen  pens  or  mony, 
and  )^at  mekely,  as  it  is  semynge  to  sdruau»tis  of  god 
foloweris  of  fe  moste  holy  pou^t. 

J)at  freris  apropren  no  J'ing  to  hem  self,  &  hou  ]>ei 
schullen  axe  almes,  &  of  sike  freris. 

Capitulum  6~* 

Friart  may  oim     Freris  schulle  no  j^ing  apropre  to  hem  self  nei]?^  hous  ne 

nothing.  place  ne  ony  o^er  ting,  but  as  pilgrimes  &  gestis  or  come- 

lyngyns  in  ^is  world,  in  pou^  &  mekenesse  seruynge  to  ]^ 
lord,  goo  bei  tristiliche  for  almes,  and  hem  nedi]^  not  to  be 
a-schamyo,  for  oure  'lord  made  hymsilf  pore  in  J^is  werld*  for 
Ts.  yis  is  }e  heynesse  of  ye  moste  hey;  pou^  ^at  maki]? 
pu  my  hrej^eren  heiris  &  kyngis  of  fe  kyngdom  of  heuenys ; 

•[p.  82  MB.]  bis  ha]?  maad  pu  *  pore  in  j^ingis  &  enhaunsed  pu  in  vdrtues. 
be  bis  joure  porcion,  or  ded,  bat  bryngij?  p^rfitely  to  }>e 
lend  of  lyuynge  men.  to  ]?e  wniche  pou^  ]?e  most  loued 
brej^tfren,  hooliche  cleuynge  for  ]?e  reu^rence  of  oure  lord 
ihu  crist,   wile  }e  nooning  haue  lastinge  ^e  world  vnder 

fHendi*togeth«?  ^®^®^®'     ^^^  where  eu^e  freris  ben  &  fynden  hem  to-gidre 

^     *  *''  schewe  ]?ei  hem  homly  bitwixe  hem  self,  &  sikyrly  schewe 

eche  to  o}&r  his  nede.     for  ^f  a  modir  norsche]?  &  loue]?  here 

flesohly  child,  wi]?  hou  mychel  more  diligence  schal  on  loue 

1  cap»-  iij»-  W.  •  none  X.         »  4a-  W. 

*  So  in  all  MSS.  The  Latin  has  *  temporalia.*         •  t».  W.  M  omitted  X, 
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&  norisohe  his  gosily  hro^er^  &  ^if  0117  of  hem  falle  in-to  sike- 
nesse  oj^^re  freris  schullen  seme  hym  as  ]?ei  wolden  be  seruyd. 

Of  penaunce.to  be  putt  to  freris  for  synnes. 
Capitulum  7~* 

^  ony  of  freris  bi  tisynge  of  ]?e  enemye  happen  to  synne  proTineiai  minis- 
deedly  Je  synnes  of  whiche  it  is  ordeyned  among  freris  ]?at  **^JJ^f^"*°  t 
)«i  rennen  to  here  mynystris  pronyncial,  ]?e  same  freris  ben  SL.      ^ 
holden  to  renne  to  hem  also  sone  as  J^ei  may  wib-outen 
dwellyng.     &  ]?o  mynystris  ^if  l7ei  ben  pr^stis  schulLn  Ttrib 
m^rcy  enyonye  hen  penaunce,  &  ^if  ]fei  ben  noone  prratis 
make  ]^ei  to  be  enyoyned  to  hem  bi  o^er  freris  of  }e  ordre, 
as  it  seme}  to  spede  most  aftir  god.     &  }ei  schnllen  be  war 
yat  ^  be  not  wra]7id  and  distnrblid  for  j^e  synne  of  ony,  for 
wra^  &  disturblynge  letteu  charite  in  hem  &  oj^^re. 

Of  Je  chesyng  of  J>e  general  mynyst^e  &*  of  J>e 
prouyncial  chapitris  of  J'e  ordre. 

Capitulum  8"*-' 
Be  alle  freris  holden  to  hane  en^nnore  on  of  ^  freris  of  choiee  of  the 
^B  religion  a  genial  mynystre  &  stfruaont  of  al  fe  bre]?erhed,  8JSJ?  ^  ^^ 
&  be  ^i  holden  to  obUche  stedefastly  to  him.     &  whanne 
he  die]?  ]?e  chesynge  of  his  sucCessour  be  maad  ^  of  mynistris 
pronincial  &  custodis  in  fe  ohapitre  of  witsontide,  in  whiche  Holding  of 
chapitre  be  J^e  *  mynystris  prouyncial  holden  euarmore  to  «<»»er«i  oiiapter. 
come  to-gidre,  where  eu^  it  ha]? '  ben  ordeyned  of  }e  general 
mynystre;  &  onys  in  ]?re  jeer,  or  at  ano^^e  terme  lasse  or 
more  ae  it  is  ordeyned  of  jfe  forseid  mynystre.  &  jif  it  seme 
ony  tyme  to  he  generalte  of  mynystris  prouyncial  &  castodis 
}at  fe  forseide    mynyster  is  not  sufficient  to  }e  s^ruyce 
&  comune  profite  of  freris,  'be  ^e  forseide  freris'  holden, 
to  whom  ]?e  chesynge  is  joaen,  to  chese  hem  axio^er  in  ]?e 
name  of  god  to  here  kepere.     Aftir  ]?e  chapitre  of  witsonday 
^e  mynystris  &  custodis  may  echo  bi  hem  self,  jif  ^i  wilen 
&  it  seme  to  hem  spedefol,  in  ^  same  jeer  in  here  custodries 
onys  depe'  to-gidre  here  brej^ren  to  chapitre. 

Of  prechours  to  J>e  puple. 
Capitulum  9°*® 

Preche  not  freris  in  ^e  bischopriohe  of  ony  bischop  whanne  5!jj^  ^thS 
^e  bischop  ajen  sei^  hym,  &  noon  of  freris  be  hardy  in  ony  the  diooeae  of 
maD^re  to  preche  to  }e  peple  but  jif  he  be  examyned  &  ^Jj^hJfwiii. 
apronyd  of  Je  mynystre  of  ]?is  frat^myte,  &  }at  }e  offtce 

1  yjm.  V.  «  omitted  X.  »  yn^  W.  *--*  omitted  X. 
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•[p.  88  MS.]  of  pr^chynge  be  graunted  to  hym  of  ]?e  *  mynystre.  ^  Also  I 
moonest  &  stire  ^e  same  freris  }at  in  pr^hynge  hat  ^ei 
maken  her^  spechis  be  examyned  as  chaet  &  to.  pront  &  to 
edificacion  of  J7e  peple.  Schewynge  to  hem  vices  &  v^tues, 
peyne  &  glone,  wib  sohortnesse  of  sermon,  for  }e  lord  ha]?  ^ 
maad  abreggid  word  vpon  fe  er]?e. 

Of  J'e  monestynge  &  of  correccioun. 

Capitulum  10°^- » 

offlcen  to  rnie      Freris  ]?at  ben  mynystris  &  s^ruantis  of  oj^^re  fireris  schullen 
mildly,  visile  and  moneste  here  brej^wen  mekely  &  charitably,  & 

^i  Bchallen  correcte,  not  commandynge  to  hem  ony  j^ing 
1?at  be  a^enst  here  scale  and  oure'  reule.  And  freris  Jnit 
ben  soget  owen  to  ^enke  ]fat  for  god  ]?ei  han  forsaken  here 
owen  willes;  werfore  I  comaunde  stedfastly  to  hem  yat 
obedieot*  ***  ^  J^i  obeche  to  here  *  mynystris  in  alle  J^ingis  J^at  Jei  han 
behijt  to  cure  lord  to  kepe,  &  noon  controrie  J^ingis  to  here 
soule  &  to  cure  reule.  &  where  eu^re  ben  ony  freris  bat  wisten 
or  knewen  j^at  j^ei  may  not  kepe  gostly  }e  reule  pel  may  & 
owen  to  renne  to  here  mynystris,  &  ^e  mynystns  owe  to 
resceyue  hem  benygnely  &  bi  charite,  and  haue  ^ei  so  muche 
famularite,  or  homlynesse,  aboute  hem  hat  j^ei  may  seie  *  to 
hem  &  do  as  lordis  to  here  s^ruauntis.  for  whi  so  it  schal  be, 
|»at  mynvstris  be  s^uauntis  of  alle  freris.  I  amoneste  &  stire 
in  cure  lord  ihu  crist  j^ot  freris  ben  war  &  flee  fro  alle  pride, 
fro  veyn  glorie,  enuye  and  coueitise,  &  cure  &  bisynesse  of 
^18  world,  fro  detraccion  &  grucchynge.  &  recke  not  ]?at* 
}ei  ben  vnkunnynge  to  leme  letteris,  but  vndirstonde  ]?ei 
bat  aboue  alle  thiugis  }ei  owen  to  desire  to  haue  ]?e  spirit  of 
pe  lord  &  his  holy  werchynge,  and  eu^-e  preie  td  god  wi]? 
clone  herte,  &  haue  mekenesse  &  pacience  in  pursuyt  &  in 
inflrmyte,  and  to  loue  hem  ^at  pursuen  vs  &  reprouen  & 
dispisen  vs.  for  cure  lord  seip:  loue  ^e  ^oure  enemyes,  & 
preien  for  hem  j^at  pursuen  ^ou,  and  for  men  ^at  falsly 
chalengen  |ow.  blissed  be  }ei  )at  suffren  p^rsecucion  for 
rijtwisnesse,  for  here  is  j^e  kyngdom  of  heuenys ;  &  who  eu#re 
lastij?  in-to  j^e  ende  he  schal  be  saaf. 

pat  freris  entre  not  in-to  abbeies  of  nunnes. 

Capitulum  ll"*-' 

Frian  not  to         I  comaundc  stably  to  freris  jfot  ]^i  haue  not  suspect  corn- 
enter  muimeriee,  panyes  or  conseilis  of  wymmen,  &  ]?at  Jei  entren  not  }e  abbeies 
of  nunnes,  out  take  ]?o  to  whom  fro  ^e  see  of  apostaile  is 

»  haad  X.  «  ix»-  W.  »  hor  W.  *  >o  W. 
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licence  gniontid;  and  be  ]?ei  not  maad  godfadrie  of  men,  ^orto  act  as 
last  bi  J^is  occasion  among  frms  &  of  freris  be  gendrid'^'^  ^' 
Bclaundre. 

Of  ]>e  manure  of  goynge  among  sarasyns  &  o]>ere  men 
out  of  bileue. 

Capitulum  12~* 

Wbo  en^re  of  freris  bi  inspiraciotm  of  god  wilen  goon  Misai<maries  to 
among  sarasyns  &  o}9re  vnbelefful,  axe  J^ei  lene  ]^&ro{  of  Jf  tJ^pJJJJJf^ 
here  mynystris  prouynoyaly  and  ^eue  ]^es  mynystris  to  noon  mSniatar. 
lene  to  go  bnt  to  hem  whom  ]?ei  seen  ablee  to  be  sent  to 
fiB  ^ing.     I  enyoyne  to  mynystris  bi  obedience  }at  }ei  axe 
of  ^e  lord  ye  pope  on  of  ^e  cardynales  of  ]?e  *  chircbe  of  •[p.  m  ms.] 
rome,  }at  be  gouamonry  meyntenonr,  and  correctonr  of  ]^is 
fratmiyte,  J^at  we  be  en^e  suget  to  ^  feet  of  j^e  same 
holy  chirche,  and  stable  in  general  teip  of  cristene  men,  & 

{at  we  kepe  pou^  &  mekenesse  &  }e  holy  gospel  of  onre 
»rd  ihu  crist,    fe  whiche  we  han   stedefastly  bi-hijt  or 
awowid  bi  profession. 

Here  endip  J^e  reule  of  seynt  £rannseis,  &  here  bigynne]^  }e 
testament  of  seynt  ^Atinoeis. 

Capitulum  18~» 

In  ]?e  name  of  ]?e  fadir  &  sone-  &  ]?e  holy  gost.     Amen.  Testament  of 
Honre  lord  hab  jouen  to  me  fraunseis  to  bigynne  to  do  ***  ^f"**** 
penannce ;  &  wnanDc  I  was  in  ou^re  myche  synnes  it  semyd 
to  me  bittrere  to  see  leprous  men,  and  be  same  lord  brou^te  His  dealings  with 
me  among  hem  and  I  dede  m^rcy  wip  hem.     &  wanne  I  ^®^^^^' 
departed  fro  hem  ]^at  ^ng  y&t  was  semynge  bitter  to  me  was 
turned  to  me  in-to  swetnesse  of  soule  &  bodi.     &  aftirward 
I  stood  a  litel  and  wente  out  of  be  world,  &  onre  lord  ^af 
me  sich  fei]?  in  chirchis  bat  I  schulde  preie  bus  sympli  & 
seie :  we  worschipen  ^^  lord  ihu  cristy  at  aue  ^  chu*chis 
]7e  wiche  ben  in  al  ^e  world,  and  we  blissen  to  j^e  for  by 
j^yn  holy  crois  }xi  hast  a^en  bou^t  }e  world. 

^  Aftirward  ]?e  lord  ^af  to  me  &  jGue}  so  myche  fei]^  }at  His  nspeot  for 
I  wills  renne  to  ^  pr«tis  bat  lyuen  aftir  }>e  forme  of  J^e  p**®"*^ 
diirche  of  rome  for  ]?e  oraeynynge  of  hem,  al-]^ouj  fei 
diden  to  me  p^rsecncion.  &  J^ou^  I  hadde  as  myche  wisdom 
as  hadde  salamon  &  I  founde  litel  pore  prmtis  of  ]^is 
world  ^at  dwellen  in  parichis  I  wills  not  pr^he  a^enst 
here  wille.  and  I  *  wille  honoure  alle  pr^stis  as  my  lordis, 
&  I  wile  not  biholde  in  hem  ony  synne,  fore  in  hem  I 

1  4>>-  W*       *  TittametUmn  frandsci  W.       <  omitted  Z.  and  AA 
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take  bi  discrecion   goddis   sone  &  ^ei  ben  my  lordis.    & 

SmS  ^**Sii?*  l^®re-fore  I  do  Jat  I  see  noo  bodily  ]?ing  in  this  world 

inthencnunent  of  bym,  ]?e   heijest  goddis  Bone,   but  his  holieste  bodi  & 

blood  }at  }ei  resceyuen  &  ^i  only  mynystren  to  oj^^re. 

&  I  ime  abouen  alle  yingis  honoare  ^es  holieste  preuytes 

or  mysteries,  &  putte  fea  holieste  names  in  most  precious 

places,    &    where    eu^re    I   fynde    his    wordis    writen   in 

▼nlefful   plaois  I  wile   gedre  &  preie  }ai  J^ei  ben  gedrid 

&  kepte^  in  an  honeste  place.     &  we  schal  worschipen  in 

herte  &  word  alle  clerkis  of  dyuynyte  j^ot  mynystren  to  vs 

most  holy  wordis  as  hem  hat  mynystren  to  vs  ^e  holy  gost 

&  lif.    And  after  y&t  }e  lord  hadde  ^uen  to  me  of  fi^ris 

no  man  schewid  to  me  what  I  schulde  do,  but  he  ]?at  is 

hijest  schewid  to  me  ]mt  I  schulde  13010  aft^  ^e  forme  of 

}e  gospel:    &  I  in  fewe  wordis  &  sympliche   maade  to 

How  the  Order  write  it,  &  ]^e  lord  pope  confermyd  it  to  me.    And  summe 

wM  formed.       comou  *  to  taken  J^is  lif.  And  Jei  jauen  to  pore  men  alle 

•[p.  85  MB.]       J^inges  y&t  }ei  myjtten.     And  j^ei  weren  *  apeied  wi]?  o  cote 

or  kirtil  wttA-ynne  forj^e  &  wttA-oute  for]?   &  wolde  not 

haue  more,    clerkis  scfanlden  seie  here  officis  afdr  clerkis, 

but  lewed   freris   schulde  sei>  }e   pater  noster.     and   we 

dwelten  to-gidre  in  chirchis,  &  weren  idiotis,  &  vnderloute 

to  ale  men.    &  I  traueiled  wi]?  myn  hondis  &  wile  traueile, 

&  I '  wile  fat  alle  o]^re  freris  traueile  in  labour  ]?e  whiche 

}ertyne^  to  honeste,  &  ]?ei  ]?at  kunnen  not,  leme  }ei;  not 

for  coneitise  to  take  hire,  but  for  ensample  to  putte  awey 

idelnesse;   &  whanne  men  ^euen  vs  noujt  renne  we  to  ]iKe 

horde  of  J^e  lord,  azynge  almes  fro  dore  to  dore. 

notSg!  M?^     If  ^^  schewid  to  me  J^is  salutacion  J«it  I  schulde  seie,  }>e 

eren^orches    lord  }eue  pees  to  ]?e,  j^^rfor  be  freris  war  ^at  yei  resceyue 

pSm»T*^"°*'     ^^^  i»  no*  manure,  nei^er  chirchis,  ne  placis  to  dwellen  onne, 

ne  ony  o^er  Hngis  ]?at  ben  bilded  for  hem,  but  as  it  seme^ 

holy  pou^t,  fe  whiche  we  ban  bi-fore  seid  in  J?e  reule,  eu«r- 

more  dwellynge  ]?ere  as  gestis  &  comelyngis  &  pilgrymys. 

SJ^rto^gSt  I  comaunde  sadly  to  alle  freris  be  obedience  J^at  where  so 

latere  i^  the  eu^e  }ei  ben  be  bei  not  chargid  *  to  axe  ony  lettre  in  }« 

court  0     me.    ^^^^  ^f  rome,  neiper  be  hem  self  ne  by  mene  p^rsone  put 

bitwyxe,  wij?  J?e  blissynge  of  god.    And  I  wile  Jwit  freris 

obeche  to  ^e  general  mynystre  of  ^is  frat^nyte  whom  it 

plesed  to  me  to  jeue  yerto,  and  I  wile  ^at  I  be  so  taken 

in  his  hondis  j^at  I  may  not  goo  or  do  a^enst  his  obedience 

&  his  wille,  for  he  is  my  lord.     &  bou}  I  be  simpul '  &  sik 

nebele«  I  wile  eu^re  haue  a  clerk  fat  schal  do  me  dyuyne 

blSkalK  rS?      *^  *^^  ^  reule.    And  }o  ]?tft  ben  founden  }at  don  not 

or  ii  a  heredo  j^e  ofice  aft^  }e  reule  &  wilen  varie  on  opir  manure  &  be  not 

1  be  pntt  W.  '  omitted  X.  and  AA.  *  omitted  X.  and  AJL 
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of  ryjt  onBten  feij,  be  alle  freris  holden  bi  obedience  where  ^  ^%  ^"*^ 
euere  hei  ben  ^aty  where  eu^re  l^ei  schulle  fynde  ony  of  boo,  Srou^ht  to  \ht 
Jei  Bcnullen  pr^senten  hym  to  fe  nexte  custode  of  }at  place  c«dfiiaiofo»Ua. 
where  eu^re  ^i  fynden  sychon.     and  be  }at  custode  holde 
sadly  bi  obedience  to  kepe  hym  strongly  as  a  man  in  bondis 
day  &  nyjt,  so  ]?at  he  may  not  be  delyuerid  of  his  bond  til  he 
represente  hym  ^in  his  owen  p^sone  in  }e  hondis  of  his 
mynystre,  and  be  j^e  mynystre  holden  sadly  bi  obedience  to 
holde  hym  bi  freris  j^ot  kepe  men  ny^t  &  day  as  in  bondis 
til  }at  he  reprmente  hym  to  ]?e '  cardynal  hostiense,  ]?at  is 
lord,  gou^mour,  meyntenour  &  corectoor  of*  alle  }e  fratemjte. 

And  seie  not,  freris,  jfOt  ^is  is  aao}sr  reule :    for  it  is  a  This  ii  not  a  fresh 
remembrannce,  amonestynge,  a  reprouynge,  and  my  testament  ™^* 
]^  whiche  I  £rere  fraiinseis,  litel,  make  to  my  blissed  brej^^ren, 
]?at  for  J^is  •  we  kepe  bett^e  J?e  reule  j^e  whiche  we  ban  bihijt 
to  ye  lord.     &  he  general  mynystre  &  alle  oj^^e  mynystris 
&  custo^es  ben  holden  bi  obedience  to  *  adde  no  J^ing  to  ]^es  •[?.  36  ms.] 
wordis  ne  drawe  ]?er  fro  &  rede  ^ei  ^s  wordis. 

And  I  comaujide  bi  obedience  to  alle  my  bre^^ren,  bo^  The  role  to  be 
derkis  &  lewid,  J^at  J?ei  putte  not  glosis  Tuto  }ie  reule,  ne  obeyed  utewUy. 
seynge  wib  bes  wordis:  "so  J^ei  wilen  be  yndirstonden," 
but  as  J'e  lord  ^af  to  me  sympliche  and  pureliche  to  seie  &  to 
write  }e  reule ;  and  yndirstonde  ^e  j^es  wordis  so  symplely 
and  clenly  wttA-oute  glose  &  kepe  jee  hem  in  to  ]?e  ende 
wij?  holy  werchynge.  and  who  eu^e  kepi]?  ]?is  be  he  fulfillid 
in  heuene  witA  ]?e  blissynge  of  ]?e  hei^est  fadir,  and  be  he 
fulfillid  in  er]?e  with  }e  blissynge  of  his  louyd  sone,  wi]? 
];e  holiest  gost  confortour,  &  wip  alle  v^tues  of  heuenes  and 
wi]?  alle  seyntis;  and  I  frere  fraunseis,  ^oure  litel  and  ^oure 
seruant,  conferme  to  jou  how  eudre  myche  I  may  wij-in  & 
wi]7-oute»  }iB  moste  holy  blissyng.     Amen. 

Here  endij'  \>e  testament  of  seynt  fraunseis.^ 

[Comment.] 

But  here  j^e  menours  seyn  pat  }e  pope  dischargi]?  hem  of  The  minors  say 
bis  testament  &  seib  I  at  lei  ben  not  holden  >er-to,  for  a  man  pensed  by  the 

.....  .  .  pope  from  obey- 

ha]?  not  lordschipe  ne  iurisdiccion  ypon  his  pere,  &  si]?  ]?e  pope  mg  this  tesu- 
was  more  J?an  fraunseis  he  myjtte  not  bynde  }e  pope  }at  he  and  that  the  pope 
ne  myjte  dispense  &  reproue  what  he  wolde.     ^  But  to  ]?is    ^  -^^       °  ' 
trewe  men  seyn  ]?us,  ]?at  freris  ben  bounden  to  }ia  testament  seasons   why 
for  many  skillis :  first  fraunseis  sei]?  }at  god  schewid  hym  to^SJs?  ^"^ 

>-^  omitted  W.  *  omitted  X.  and  AA.  *  Finu  testament!  W. 
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}iB  lyuyng  and  not  man;  Jeanne  o}&r  ]?is  testament  is  of 
goddis  wille  or  fraunseis  is  fals  yat  sei]?  so.  ^if  it  be  goddis 
wille  ye  pope  may  not  do  ajenst  it,  jif  fraunseis  be  false  in 
]^i8  seiynge  his  doynge  cam  of  }e  fend^  of  belle  ]?at  is  fiidir 
of  lesyngis.  ^  Also  fraunseis  sei]^  fat  ]^is  testament  is  noon 
o}er  reule  but  j^e  firste,  and  }&nne  as  }ei  taken  }e  firste  reule 
so  moste  j^ei  take  fe  testament,  Bi}}eR  }ei  ben  al  oon.  %  Also 
it  semi)  j^^it  fraunseis  in  bis  laste  dales  scbulde  beste  knowe 
}e  treu]^e  &  most  be  in  charite  to  bis  bre^^ren,  &  }aa  he 
made  ]?is  testament ;  &  herefore  it  seme]^  ^ai  he  was  a  liere 
&  out  of  charite  but  ^if  }iB  testament  were  acordynge  wi]? 
goddis  dom ;  but  what  pope  or  deuyl '  schulde  Jeanne  distroie 
it  ?  ^  Also  men  seyn  ]?at  be  is  cursed  j^at  letti]^  ^  netful 
wille  of  a  dede  man.  But  j^is  testament  is  netful  wille  of 
dede  fraunseis ;  ]^anne  it  semi]?  }at  }at  pope  }at  letti]?  it  &  J^e 
freris  also  ben  acursed  of  god,  of  fraunseis,  and  of  alle  hawen. 
Ther  fonake  the      1[  As  to  be  Bubstauce  of  the  reule  l^ei  forsaken  obedience  of 

obeaienoeofOodL        u  x  j 

and  obeyaainfai  god  and  obeschon  to  a  synful  idiot  biddynge  ]?e  oontrorie  of 
goddis  wille,  }e  whiche  synful  ydiot  is  in  cas  a  dampnyd 
deuyl,  &  so  for  plesynge  of  ^e  world  or  lustis  of  here  flech 
]?ei  leuen  ^e  comaundementis  of  god  &  don  ynri^tful 
comaundement  of  ]?e  fend,  &  magnyfien  more  obedience  to 

•[p.  37  MS.]  synful  men,  &  in  caas  to  fendis,  ]?an  obedience  *  to  crist  }at 
is  eu^emore  medeful ;  &  so  ]?ei  seyen  }at  a  good  ]?ing  doon 
aft^  }e  comaundement  of  god  is  not  of  so  gret  meri^t  as  a 
ying  don  aft^  }e  comaundement  of  a  synful  ydiot,  &  in  cas 

oune  £"«iy**°  *  *^®P  deuyl  in  belle,    but  Jis  newe  profession  was  not  vsed 

imSanS!*"  ^"**  ^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^  apostelis  but  in  J^e  time  }at  sathanas  was 
ynbounden,  as  J^e  apcalips  teUi);  and  so  it  semi]?  }at  ]?e8 
newe  ordris  distroien  obedience  of  oristis  lawe  (bi  whicbe 
eche  man  is  holden  obeche  to  o^&r  in  ]?e  drede  of  crist,  }at  is 
in  as  myche  as  ony  techi]?  a  no)^  to  don  ]?e  wille  of  god)  & 
magnyfie  obedience  to  synful  men,  ^ee  a^enst  }e  pr^eptia 
of  god.  and  so  as  myche  as  is  in  hem  ]?ei  maken  a  synful 
idiot  ft  in  cas  a  dampnyd  deuyl  in  belle  more  than  almyjti 

»  deufil  W.  •  oideyned  W. 
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god  in  trinyte,  for  }ei  don  more  aftir  his  false  comaundement 
yan  aftir  comaundement  of  almyjty  god. 
^  To  l?e  secnnde  port  of  he  reole  wiKouten  proprete  of  As  to  the  rule 

'  X  r     x-  which   forbids 

worldly  goodis;    eih  pr<mre  >ing  stondib  most  in  wille  &  them  to  hold  pro- 

,.,•'7,  «v-  1.       Verty,thej\)r^k 

fei  traneilen  more  for  propre  worschipe  or  wynnynge  pan  « m  many  way*. 

for  comnne  profit  of  cristen  men,  it  seme]?  J^ei  don  alle  a^enst 

^ia  reole ;  for  ^i  ban  grete  hoosis  pi'oprid  to  hem  self,  many 

costly  bokis,  &  myche  hid  tresowr  biried  in  here  houses  fro 

}e  comunte  of  cristen  men  lyuynge  in  ]?e  world  hi  gret 

labor,  as  god  enyoyned  adam ;  &  ]?is  tresot^  is  kept  proprely 

to  idel  men  or  fendis,  ajf^en  it  is  geten  by  false  lesyngis, 

false  beggynge,  &  fals  meyntenynge  of  foule  synnes.     ^  Also 

0  strong  beggere  or  flaterere  hab  a  chaumber  for  a  lord,  erl  Their  rich 

chamhera. 

or  duk  wi]?  many  prMsiouse  iuellis,  &  aaoij^er  frere  hsip 
nakid  sidis  &  many  oth^  myscheues  j^ou;  he  be  wor]?  siche 
a  ]?ou8and  bifore  god.  ^  As  to  chastite  dome  men  of  here 
bodily  chastite,  but  of  gostly  chastite  it  seme]?  ]?at  ^ei  ben 
alle  avoutreris,  for  }ei  halde  religioun  ]?at  is  maad  of  synful 
men  bettre  ]?an  religion  maad  of  cnst  hym  self,  &  pel  chargen 
more  tradidons  or  cnstomes  maad  of  here  owen  errouris  j^an 
ye  iust  lawis  &  heste  maad  of  almy^tty  god,  &  }ui  is  gostely 
matrimonye  bitwise  crist  &  cristen  menntM  soulis  broken, 
si]?  it  stondi]?  in  ri^tfulnesse  &  m^rcy  &  fei]?. 

%  Bat  see  now  hou  freris  don  openly  aaenst  ]?is  reule  &  They  uke  money 

"  M.        -^       f  s  jjj  niany  waya. 

testament,     also  m  takynge  money  many  weies;   for  ]?ei 

leden  wib  hem  a  scarioth  stolen  fro  is  eldris  by  J?efte  to  robbe  They  lead  with 

'  ^   »  themanlfloanot. 

pore  men  bi  beggynge  dampnyd  of  goddis  lawe.     &  seen 

more  ypocrisie  Of  hem:    ]?ei  wolen  telle  gold  and  money  They  wm  count 

&  touche  it  wi]?  a  sticke  or  wi]?  gloues  &  a  grete  cuppe  atick/ 

of  gold  or  pece  of  siluer  wor]?  many  markis  to  drynke  noble 

wyn  of,  but  l?ei  wilen  not  touche  an  halpeny  or  ferl?ing  bnt  wiu  not 

^  ^  '  -  <  touch  a  half- 

wi]?  ]?e  coyn  &  armes  of  ]?e  cros  &  of  the  kyng,  &  pis  semep  pmnv  with  the 
for  dispit  of  ]?e  cros  or  of  ]?e  kyng,  for  a  weeg  of  siluer  ^  or 
a* cuppe  of  gold  ]?ei  wolen  handil  faste,  and  ]?e  money  ]?at ^fp. $8 ms.] 
]?ei  robben  of  pore  men  bi  fals  beggynge  ]?ei  wolen  leyn  it 
1  gold  W. 
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They  wear  rieh  vndir  here  beddis  hed  at  nyjt.  &  so  of  closing  }ei  don 
a^enst  }ia  reule  in  many  manures;  for  men  seen  J^at  ]?e 
kyng  or  J?e  em|wottr  myjtte  wi]?  worschipe  were  a  gamement 
of  a  firere  for  goodnesse  of  ^e  do]?,  &  namely  of  suche  freris 
as  Bchulden  most  kepe  pou^  of  crist  &  his  apostelis,  as 
ben  clepid  maistris  of  diuynyte,  but  verreily  maistris  of 
errour  bo]?e  in  techynge  &  in  ensaumple,  &  sa^me  oone  ha]? 
wast  clo)ds  &  costi,  and  a  no^er  symple  frere  j^at  nys  not 
so  gret  flaterere  nakid  or  to  rent.  ^  As  to  propre  Jdngis  freris 
seyn  ]?at  }e  pope  is  lord  worldly  of  hoiisis,  bokis,  iewelis 

They  slander  Uie  and  al  ]?at  }ei  ban,  but  her  seme]?  myche  venym:  first  ]?e 
euyl  children  putten  in-to  here  fiodir  ]?e  pope  ]?e  venym  of 
worldly  lordschipe  si^  ]?ei  may  not  haue  it  for  distroynge 
of  here  p^rfecoioun,  &  yit  ]?ei  seyn  }at  }e  pope  mot  be  most 
holy  &  p^yt  &  nezte  sue  crist  in  alle  man^e  v^ues,  & 
]?us  ]?ei  putten  a  veyn  ]?om  in  his  feet.    As  to  here  kyng 

They  are  nntroe' ]?ei  ben  Yukynde  &  Yutrewe,  for  wi]?-outen  his  leeve^  or  is 
^*  conseil  }ei  alien  in-to  straunge'  rewmes,  &  in  caas  to  oure 
enemyes,  al  ^t  ]?ei  may  gete  bi  robberie  of  pore  men'  & 
flaterynge  &  o}ere  false  menes  in  ^  lond  }at  ]?ei  dwell!]? 
iime;  &  so,  i^  1^  P^P^  ^^  enemye  to  oure  lond  &  sende 
enemyes  to  oure  lond,  he  ha]?  many  stronge  houses  as 
caastelis;  &  ^if  ]?ei  ben  his  ri^tfully  oure  kyng  may  not 
wame  ne  lette  his  hosts  to  reste  in  }o  places,  &  ]?anne  is  oure 

i^rorJ^at*  ^^"^  ^^  8^*  P^*  ^  ^^  snemtis  pr^cbynge,  men  knowen  wel 

^^'  }at  freris  wile  flatere  &  spare  to  repr<?ue  scharply  synnes 

of  grete  men  for  drede  of  los  of  worldly  goodis  or  frendiBchipe 
or  fauour ;  &  so  for  loue  of  here  stynkynge  bely  ]?ei  laten  ]?e 
fend  strangle  many*  soulis,  and  }it  dispisen  and  letten  o]?tfre 
men  to  preche  the  treu]?e  of  goddis  lawe,  laste  here  synne 
were  knowen  &  here  pride  &  worldly  wynnynge  leid  a  doun. 
.  ^  And  ^it  ]?ei  tellen  not  schortly  ne  plenerly  *  ]?e  gospel,  &  vioes 
&  vertues,  &  peynes  and  ioie,  but  maken  longe  talis  of  fablis, 
or  oronyclis,  or  comenden  here  owen  nouelries.   ^  As  anemtis 

^  loTe  X.         '  stronge  Z.  and  AA.         >  omitted  Z.  and  AA. 
4  mennns  W.  *  pleynely  W. 
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troueile  of  freris  it  is  knowen  hou  bei  eon  ydel  fro  contre  instead  of  work- 

'       ^         'i  ing  they  live  ia 

to  contre,  &  fro  toun  to  toup,  &  fro  boos  to  hous,  beggynge  idleness. 

nedles  of  pore  men,  tecbynge  o]?ere  to  ben  idel,  &  stolen 

menntM  cbildren  to  J^is  ydelnesse,  wbere  J^ei  ben  tan^t  to  lyue 

in  Bwet  of  bere  body  bi  comaundement  of  god  and  bi  bere 

owen  renle  &  by  ensaumple  of  petir  and  poole;   wbanne 

petir  fisobid  aftir  cristis  resurreccion,  &  pool  traueilid  *  wi]'  •[?.  89  ms.] 

bis  bondis  aft^  cristis  ascencion;  and  seynt  austyn  tecbi]? 

munlds  to  labore  wi]'  bere  bondis,  &  so  do]?  seynt  benet  & 

seynt  bemard.    \  Also  bisiden  rome  frere  menours  bi  false  i^ey  persecute 

name  pnrsuen  trewe  pore  freris  to  de)?,  for  as  mycbe  as  )?ei  JpHt^i/***'  **^^ 

wolden  kepe  fruoitseis  reule  to  J?e  lett^e  i»  pou^  &  meke-  '^"■*^'- 

nesse  &  in  grete  penaunce,  &  ]?^-fore,  J^on^  ]?ei  bane  name 

of  franseis  freris,  ];ei  ben  enemys  of  crist  &  fraunseis  &  cruel 

man-aleeris.     ^  Also,  ^if  fraunseis  take  only  ]?e  gospel  and  no 

^ng  addi]?^  of  bis  o^ne  ]?er-to,  it  scbulde  not  be  clepid' 

fraunseis  reule  but  reule  of  crist  or  of  )?e  gospel ;  &  jif  be 

putte  to  ^e  gospel  of  bis  owne  fyndynge,  wbi  scbulde  be  make 

yw'Oi  a  newe  ordre,  si]?  ]?e  ordre  ]?at  crist  made  bim  self  is 

most  p^t  &  most  li^t  &  most  siker  to  geten  beuene  by,  & 

wbat  goode  dede  ony  man  may  doo  be  is  bolden  to  don  it  God's  order  bidn 

bi  ^18  most  comaundement  of  god :  ^'  ]70U  scbalt  lo^p  ]?i  lord  thing  we  can. 

^i  god  of  ale  ]?in  berte,  of  al  \\  lif,  of  al  ]?i  ]?ou}tis,  &  of  al 

^i  stengj^es  or  myitis."   wbat  nede  is  it  ]?anne  to  make  ano]?^r 

religion,  si]?  ]?(it  ]?at  crist  made  is  I-now^  at  ]?e  fulle ;  &  so 

si]?  noone  apostle  of  crist  ne  angel  of  beuene  ba]?  ony  power 

but  }if  it  be  to  edificacion  &  profit  of  boly  cbircbe,  ]?e  pope 

ba^  AP '  power  to  dispense  a^enst  frannseis  testament  &  bis 

reule,  si]?  ]?ei  ben  al  on,  but  ^if  it  be  to  profit  of  boly  cbircbe 

^dt  men  kepen  nei]?^  bis  reule  ne  bis  testament.   Of  ]?is  reule 

&  errour  my^te  men  speke  fill  mycbe.     But  god  for  bis  m^cy 

brynge  clerkis  to  cristis  clone  ^  religion,  si]?  it  is  ]?e  beste  on 

alle  weies  &  most  profitable  to  alle  parties.     Amen. 

^  a8di>  X.        2  calde  W.        '  omitted  X.  and  AA.       *  trewe  X.  and  AA. 
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IV. 


OF  PRELATES. 

This  tract  is  less  orderly  in  arrangement  and  fuller  of  repetition  than  is 
usual  in  Wyclif 's  work,  but  some  parts  of  it  are  worthy  of  him,  and  it 
contains  no  opinions  that  are  not  to  be  found  in  his  genuine  writings. 
There  is  a  great  resemblance  between  this  and  the  tract  on  the  office  of 
Curates,  No.  VII.  Both  have  references  to  the  Crusade  in  Flanders,  and 
are  therefore  late  works  of  Wyclif,  if  his  at  all;  while  both  of  them  are 
silent  as  to  his  doctrine  of  the  Eucharist,  and  are  comparatively  mild  in 
their  language  as  to  the  Friars,  who  are  not  treated  as  at  all  worse  than 
the  monks.  This  would  be  natural  enough  in  Wyclif 's  earlier  years,  but 
is  not  in  accordance  with  his  usual  tone  after  1380.  I  incline  to  think 
that  they  were  written  by  an  intimate  disciple  rather  than  by  the  master. 

As  to  evidence  of  date,  I  have  little  doubt  that  the  mention  of 
**anticrists  buUis  to  maken  cristene  men  to  werre  with  each  othere" 
(p.  73),  and  of  pardons  granted  "to  make  discensioun  &  werris"  (p.  82) 
refer  to  Spencer's  Crusade,  although  it  is  just  possible  that  they  may  point 
to  one  of  the  other  occasions  on  which  popes  have  encouraged  bloodshed. 

The  tone  as  to  persecution  is  uncertain.  The  passage  (p.  87)  "  prisonen 
hem  and  slen  hem  algates  in  wille^'  looks  as  if  the  infliction  of  death  for 
heresy  was  not  yet  allowed.  There  is  stronger  language  in  the  Sermons 
and  the  Trialogus.  Yet  we  are  told  on  p.  79,  that  lords  who  support  poor 
priests  are  cursed  and  taken  to  prison  '^  if  the!  stonden  sadde  in  goddis 
cause."  This  may  have  happened  in  Wyclif 's  time,  merely  as  the  result  of 
excommunication,  but  I  know  no  instance  of  it.  Were  the  tract  written 
much  after  his  death,  its  tone  would  probably  be  fiercer. 

I  cannot  identify  the  "litel  harlot"  who  "dispiseth  the  pope  and 
stroieth  his  lordship,"  p.  83. 

Copied  from  the  Corpus  MS.  X.  and  collated  with  the  Dublin  MS.  AA. 

A  leaf  is  wanting  in  A  A.  from  end  of  Chapter  xu.  to  the  early  part  of 
Chapter  XLin.  *'  for  his  entier  sorwe  of  synne." 

SUMHABT. 

Chap.  I.  Prelates  are  bound  to  preach,  since  they  take  the  place  of  apoetlea  whom 
Christ  ordered  to  preach.  Examples  ana  warnings  from  Scripture.  Wicked- 
ness of  neglect.  Prelates  more  bound  to  preach  than  the  people  to  pay 
tithes.    Duty  of  making  them  amend. 
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Chap.  II.  Prelates  will  not  allow  priests  to  preach  without  their  licence.  They 
permit  the  new  religious  to  go  about  preaching  lies  and  fables,  but 
it  is  on  condition  that  they  do  not  preach  against  the  sins  of  prelates, 
and  that  they  pay  largely  from  the  money  which  they  extort. 

II  I.  Prelates  are  heretics,  for  by  their  life  they  set  an  example  of  living  against 
Christ*s  law.    Their  pomp,  litigiousness,  luxury  and  covetousness. 

lY.    Prelates  rob  the  king's  lieges  by  taking  money  for  licences  to  sin.    They 
•  bribe  nobles  and  jurors  to  support  them,  but  curse  all  who  try  to 

correct  them. 

y.  Prelates  come  to  their  benefices  by  simony.  Nature  of  simony.  Its 
prevalence.  Common  forms  of  it.  Worst  in  the  Court  of  Rome,  and 
most  harmful.  Condemnation  of  simony  in  Scripture.  It  is  a  heresy. 
Bishops,  Mars,  and  curates  alike  guilty  of  it. 

YI.  Prelates  think  more  of  the  consecration  of  churches  and  ornaments  than 
of  consecrating  the  sacrament  of  the  altar,  which  they  leaye  to  every 
priest,  while  uiey  keep  the  others  for  themselves.  They  use  these 
offices  as  a  means  of  extortion. 

YII.  Prelates  teach  man*s  law,  but  hinder  preaching  of  the  gospel.  Prayer 
to  God  to  give  courage  to  his  servants,  and  understanding  to  lords. 

YIII.  Prelates  care  more  for  money  than  for  men's  souls.  Witness  the  sin- 
rents. 

IX.  Prelates  live  in  lechery  and  lead  others  into  sin.  They  raise  money  from 
poor  men,  who  want  it  to  live  on.  They  publish  bulls  to  encourage 
wars.  They  allow  friars  to  go  about  begging.  Thus  they  kill  men's 
souls. 

X  Prelates  lay  more  stress  on  their  own  curse  than  on  Qod's.  They  enforce 
their  excommunication  by  imprisonment.  For  real  sins  they  sell 
absolution,  but  they  put  true  preachers  under  curse,  and  condemn 
them  by  false  ydtness. 

XI.  Prelates  deceive  men  by  their  false  prayers  and  singing.  Prayer  without 
good  life  useless.  God  only  knows  the  worth  of  each  man's  prayer. 
Prayers  of  wicked  men  are  not  made  useful  by  the  virtue  of  the  Church. 
If  they  cannot  pray  effectively  for  themselves,  neither  can  they  for 
others. 

XII.  Prelates  frighten  men  by  their  excommunications;  forbid  true  preachers, 
and  persecute  those  who  would  support  them. 

XIII.  Prelates  deceive  men  by  indulgences,  which  have  no  authority  from 
Christ,  and  are  useless  except  as  a  means  of  extortion.  Pardon  is 
wholly  in  God's  hands. 

XIY.  Prelates  make  the  way  to  heaven  harder  by  their  new  laws.  They  add 
also  new  points  to  the  Creed ;  as  the  heaoship  of  the  pope. 

XY*  Prelates  exalt  themselves  above  Christ;  for  he  told  men  to  judge  him 
by  his  deeds,  and  they  say  their  subjects  should  not  judge  them. 

XYI.  Prelates  stop  men  from  doing  God's  will,  as  in  saying  mass  and  preaching. 
They  pretend  it  is  to  stop  heresy,  but  they  are  not  true  judges  of 
heresy,  for  they  neither  know  nor  keep  God^s  law. 

XYII.  Prelates  refuse  obedience  and  taxes  to  secular  lords.  Christ  paid  tribute 
to  the  Emperor.  Much  more  should  they  who  are  rich  help  the 
land.    They  set  example  of  rebellion. 

XYIIII*    Prelates  worse  than  Jews,  for  they  persecute  Christ  in  his  members  and 
take  blood-money. 
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Chap.  XIX.    Ayarice  of  prelates,  their  litigiousnees,  oppression ;  their  pomp  and  war- 
like ways. 
XX.    Prelates  teach  other  men  to  maintain  them  in  their  eins  and  to  persecute 
poor  priests. 

XXI.    Prelates  set  more  store  by  their  own  laws  than  by  the  gospel. 

XXII.  Prelates  teach  that  nothing  in  the  church  is  lawful  that  is  not  confirmed 
by  the  pope,  who  is  commonly  the  worst  of  prelates  and  antichrist. 

XXIII.  Prelates  are  enemies  of  peace,  counselling  war  to  divert  attentioir  from 
their  own  sins.    Besides  advising  it,  they  take  part  in  it 

XXrV.    The  worldly  and  pompous  life  of  prelates  an  ill  example. 
XXy«    Money  sent  out  of  the  realm  to  bring  preferment  and  to  maintain  suits 

at  &ome. 
XXVI.    Prelates  by  their  invention  of  new  laws  declare  Christ's  laws  to  be  in- 
sufficient, and  so  slander  Christ. 

XXYII.    Prelates  make  men  assent  to  their  false  teaching,  and  deceive  lords  so  as 

to  make  them  imprison  true  men. 
XXYIII.    Prelates  make  men  study  new  laws,  and  keep  them  from  studying 
Holy  Writ. 

XXIX.  Prelates  make  lords  imprison  any  one  who  has  been  under  curse  for  forty 
days.    Lords  should  make  sure  that  the  curse  is  rightful. 

XXX.  Prelates*  arguments  for  their  claims  to  obedience  and  power  are  like  the 
arguments  of  apes  and  gluttons. 

XXXI.    Prelates  despoil  all  classes  of  men  in  different  ways. 

XXXII.    Prelates  think  more  of  their  parks  being  broken  than  of  breaking  of 
God's  laws. 
XXXIII.    Prelates  take  upon  them  the  state  of  the  apostles,  and  live  contrary  to 
it,  so  deceiving  men  like  enemies  who  mount  false  arms. 

XXXIY.    Prelates  compel  priests  to  fight  in  person. 

XXXV.    Evils  caused  by  celibacy  of  priests. 

XXXVI.    Prelates  silence  those  who  would  rebuke  them,  lest  their  hypocrisy  be 
known,  and  they  lose  their  endowments. 

XXXVII.    Prelates  maintain  vicious  men  in  their  retinue. 

XXXVIII.    Prelates  deceive  men  as  to  pilgrimages  and  pardons,  and  teach  them  to 
care  more  for  vows  than  for  God's  laws. 

XXXIX.    Prelates  rob  the  lower  clergy  in  assessment  of  taxes. 

XL.    Prelates  are  dumb  dogs,  who  do  not  warn  the  fiock  committed  to  them, 
but  give  it  to  Satan  in  exchange  for  wealth. 

XLI.    Prelates  crucify  Christ  and  slay  his  apostles  spiritually,  and  so  are  worse 
than  Jews. 

XLII.    Prelates  blaspheme  the  Holy  Ghost  by  preventing  true  preaching. 

XLI  11.  Prelates  claim  the  power  of  absolution,  which  God  has  reserved  to 
himself.  They  have  only  power  to  act  as  messengers.  Tet  they  lay 
more  stress  on  their  absolulion  than  on  God's  forgiveness. 
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Here  it  tellej>  of  prelatis. 

Capitulum  "Piimum. 

*  pat  pr^latis  leuen  prtfobynge  of  )?e  gospel  &  ben  gostly  -[p.  65  ms.] 
manquelleris  of  mennys   soulis,    And  sathanas  transfigurid  preaching?^ 
in-to  an  anngel  of  li^t,  &  ben  gostly  sodomytis  worse  ]?a» 
bodily  sodomytis  of  sodom  and  gomor.     first,  crist  eei}  in 
J?e  gospel  of  seyn  ion  ^at  be  was  boren  &  cam  in-to  )?e  j^^jm  ^^^^  37. 
world  for  )?i8  ende,  to  *  bere  witnesse  to  treu)?e ;   also  crist  chmt  cune  to 
cam   in-to  ]?iB  world  to  soke   and  to  sane  mankynde,  ]?e  the'truth.^^ 
wbicbe  was  pmscbid.     &  c^tis  crist  sauyd  manntM  soule  Luke  xix.  10. 
"hi  trewe  lynynge  in  bis  owen  p^rsone,  &  trewe  &  opyn  & 
ire  prtfcbynge  of  ]?e   gospel,    &  wilful  passion  &  de]?  for  He  preached  and 
prMihynge  &  meyntenynge  of  ]?e  gospel ;  &  to  ]?is  same  ende  for  preachiog, 
&  werk  crist  ordeyned  alle  bis  apostlis  &  disciplis,   bo]?e  and  ordered  his 
bi-forn  bis  de)  &  aft^  bis  resurreccion,  to  prdcbe  ]7us  ]?e  preao^ 
gospel  to  alle  men.     Jeanne,  si]?  pr^latis  &  pr^tis  ordeyned  Prelates  oome  in 
of  good  comen  in  ]?e  stede  of  posUis  &  disciples,  }ei  ben  aposUee, 
alle  bounden  bi  ihu  crist  god  &  man  to  pr^cbe  bus  be  gospel.  «md  are  bound 

to  preach, 

^  Also  crist  biddi]?  Juries  to  petir  'j^at  jif  pet^  loue  crist  j^at  [john  xxi.  15,] 
he  fede  bis  scbeep ;   hat  ben  cristen  soulis ;  &  first  fede  bi  chriat's  com- 

mand  to  Peter. 

eiuaumple  of  good  lif,  ]?e  secunde  tyme  bi  trewe  tecbynge 
of  }e  gospel,  and  ]?e  ]?ridde  tyme  bi  wilful  suffrynge  of 
deip,  to  make  men  stable  in  J^e  gospel  &  in  bope  of  blisse : 
&  bere-to  crist  comaunded  bis  disciples  to  pr^cbe  opynly  ]?e  [Matt.z.37, 28.] 
trenj?e  Jrat  ]?ei  berden  priuely,  &  drede  not  men  ^at  turmenten 
A  slen  }e  bodi,  but  drede  hjm  ]fat  may  putte  body  &  soule 
in-to  belle  wi)?-outen  ende.  ^  Of  )?es  two  gospellis  it 
is  cleer  ];at  pr^latis  ]?at  pr^cben  not  ]?ns  }e  gospel  louen 
not  crist,  but  don  fully  a^enst  bis  beste,  wbanne  }ei  leuen 
for  drede  of  men  to  tecbe  ]?e  gospel^  &  ]?us  ]?e  be^e  pr^stis  warning  from 
ely  was  dede  for  be  tau^te  not  bis  cbildren  goddis  lawe 
and  reproued  not  at  ^e  fuUe  bere  synnes,  &  }e  arke'  or 
conere  of  god  was  oonquerid  in-to  enemyes  bondis,  &  goddis 
1  betere  inserted  X.  >  <<  whiche  '*  both  MSS. 
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[isam.iT.]       peple  ontfTComen,  and  many  J^ousandis  slayn  in  bataile  as 

ye  first  bok  of  kyngis  teHip.  ^  And  herefore  J?e  holy  prophete 

ysaie  crie]?  J^at  woo  is  to  bym,  for  J^at  he  was  stille  and 

[Isaiah  Ti.  5.]     dwelte  among  synful  peple,  &  telle  hem  not  here  synnes, 

si]?  ]?is  is  offis  of  a  prophete.     also  god  se}  to  pr^latis  bi 

[Ezekiei  iiL  18.]  ejecbiel,  jutt  jif  a  synful  man  die  in  his  synne  &  ^e  prelate 

telle  him  not  his  peyne  for  synne,  god  schal  seke  J?e  synful 

manntM  bloode,  ^at  is  his  synne,  of  }e^  pr^latis  hondis.  ^  And 

here-for  sei^  poul  ]?at  woo  is  to  hym,  yat  is  eo^lastynge 

tia^^^onlre  ^»*P^^<>^>  ^^^  If^  ^^  pTtfche  J?e  gospel ;  &  8i>  cristen  men 

c^^'^iwd"^^^  "^*y  °^*  ^y^®  gostly  but  bi  goddis  word,  ♦prtflatis  >at  wif- 

•[p.  66  MS.]       drawen  J^us  goddis  word  fro  here  sugetis  ben  cause  of  de} 

Prelates  tiiat     of  here  soulis,  bat  is  a  bousand  folde  worse  ban  is  deb  of 

withdraw  it  ar« ,     -        ^         ^    ]  f  ^  ,       .     ,         ,    .   ,    ,.        ,        i 

murderers.         oody,  &  80  pel  be  worso  man-sleens  pan  pei  pdt  only  sleen 

[Matt.  xTi.  28.]  ye  body.     ^  And  si)?  petir  was  sathanas  for  he  wolde  haue 

They  are  Satans  lettid  cfistis  de);  &  saluacion  of  manntM  soule,  hiw  wnwyt- 
tyngge;  moche  more  yea  pr^latis  ben  sathanas,  yat  J^us 
myche  contrarien  crlstis  wille  &  sauynge  of  menntM  soulis 
yoTVL}  prtfohynge  of  ye  gospel,  &  yei  ben  turned  in-to  an 

i^'^SoHight  *^^Kel  of  lijt,  for  Jyei  feynen  hem  in  j?e  stede  of  aposilis  & 
worche  wiy  ye  fend  to  suffir^  menniM  soulis  go  to  belle ;  & 
si]?  goddis  word,  bi  whiche  men  schulden  gostly  be  gendrid 
goddis  sones,  is  bet^re  ]?an  bodely  seed  of  man  bi  whiche 
ye  body  of  man  schulde  be  gendred,  &  yen  pr^latis  mysusen 
yis  hetere  seed,  ]?anne  yei  don  more  synne  ]?an  diden  ]?e 

Tbeyartspiiitoai  Bodomytis  yat  wasted  mantM  seed ;  for  eu^re  ye  betre  ]?at 
a  ying  is  ye  worse  &  ye  more  abhomiisable  is  ye  mysusynge 

[Qroesetdte.]  ']?er-of.  &  ye  grete  doctour  lynoolne  robert  grosted  groundi]? 
yis  pleynly  ]?at  siche  pr^latis  yat  leuen  to  pr^ohe  ]?us  cnstis 
gospel  ben  more  abhominable  and  enemys  of  god  &  his 
peple  ]?an  weren  ye  cursed  men  of  sodom  &  gomor.  &  si]? 
god  se]?  bi  ye  prophete  ]?at  euyl  prmtis  ben  cause  of  fallynge 
of  ye  peple,  alle  manure  men  ben  bounde  to  amende  ]?is 
defaute ;  for  ellis  ]?ei  stonden  not  in  goddis  hestis  ne  charite. 

[Qrtgwj,]        ^  here-fore  gregory  sei]?  yat  no  man  harme]?  more  cnstis 

»  |?ereX. 
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cliirohe  )^aii  he  }at  h&}  }e  name  of  ordre  &  holynesse  and 
J#r-wiJ  lyueth  euele,  for  oomunlj  no  man  reproue];  hym, 
&  men  taken  gretly  ensaumple  of  his  synne;  &  ]7^ore 
orist  puTgid  ^e  temple  with  his  owen  hondis,  as  ^e  gospel 
telli^,  in '  tokene  ]?at  |if  pr^stis  weren  good  }e  peple  schulde 
gone  be  amendid.   &  for  bis  skille  trewe  men  seyn  hat  pr^latis  Prelates  are  more 

*      J       *  bound  to  preach 

ben  more  bounden  to  pr«ohe  trewely  ^e  gospel  ]?an  ^es  sugetis  than  their  people 

ben  holden  to  pale  here  dymes,  for  god  chargi]?  ]?at  more, 

and  ^t  is  more  profitable  to  bo^  parties  &  more  esy.    And 

]^#ffore  pr^latis  ben  more  cnrsed  to  cesse  of  ]?is  prachynge 

^aitne  ]?e  sngetis  ^if  }ei  cessen  to  paye  tij^es ;  je,  whanne  here 

prtflatis  don  wel  here  o£is.   11  Also  pr^latis  ben  more  bounden  Prelates  more 

»  *^  bound  to  preach 

to  yis  prdchynge,  for  )?at  is  comaundement  of  orist  bifore  ^JgJ**  ^y 
bis  de]?  &  eke  affcir,  ^n  to  seie  matynes,  masse,  eaen  song, 
or  placebo,  for  ]?at  is  manntw  ordynaonce ;  ]?anne  si}  pr^latis 
ben  not  wor]?i  to  haue  dymes  &  offirynges  }if  }ei  don  not 
matynes,  masse  &  o}er  mannes  ordeynyngis,  moche  more 
fif  ^ei  don  not  J^is  hefe  ordynaunce  of  god ;  &  here-fore  aeip 
cristy  jif  }e  salt  be  fonnyd  it  is  not  worthi  oudr  ]7is,  but  jif 
it  be  to  be  cast  out  &  be  defoulid  of  men ;  ]?at  is  }if  prdlatis  [Matt  t.  is.] 
failen  of  good  lif  &  techynge,  J?ei  moten  be  J?  us  seruyd  of  M«»  /'^i^o  ««» 
men,   for  jif  men  ynder  hem  knowe  )?is  defaute  &  may  J^*lJJ^^°of°** 
amenden  it  &  don  not,  Jtoi  consenten  &  meyntenen  hew  i^  »betttog  them. 
^is  grete  synne. 

Capitulum  2"- 
♦Also  pr^latis  letten  men  to  do  goddis  wille  &  comaunde-  Jl^ia^^^iJrtid 
ment,  &  so  }ei  neden  hem  to  be  dawpnyd,  &  letten  many  to  S55!hout**^tS2r*^^ 
here  goddis  la  we ;  for  prdlatis  letten  &  forbeden  pr^tis  to  ^®*^** 
prfche  ]?e  gospel  in  here  iurdiccion  or  bisohope-riche,  but 
jif  }ei  han  leue  &  lett^ris  of  hem ;  &  jit  god  comaunde]?  & 
cbargi)'  alle  his'  pr^stis  to  pr^he  freely  the  gospel,    for  alle 
cristis  apostlis  &  disciplis  weren  chargid  to  pr^he  J^e  gospel,  au  prieata  are 
ft  alle  prMtis  ordeyned  of  god  comen  o}er  in  staat  of  apostlis  to  preach, 
or  disciplis  of  orist,  as  bede  ft  }&  popis  lawe  sei]? ;  ]?anne  [Bede.] 
1  &  X,      .       »  fee  X. 
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alle  prMis  ben  chargid  to  preche  ]?e  gospel.    Also  god  sei]^ 

tMaiaohi  u.  7.]    be  ^e  propbete,  ]?at  lippis  of  a  prmt  kepen  kunnynge  of 

goddis  lawe,  &  men  seken  the  lawe  of  bis  mou]?,  for  be  is 

an  anngel  of  ]7e  lord  of  compaynes.    an  anngel  is  a  measager, 

]?anne  sij^  ^e  pr^st  genaraly  is  a  messager  of  god  be  mot 

scbewe  bis  message,  ]?at  is  ]fe  gospel,  in  wbicbe  is  p^rfitly 

[Gpe(fory.]         told  goddis  wiUo ;  and  gregory  vpon  )?e  gospel  prone)?  wel 

fjd?  "*^*  ^^"  y^  ®^^®  P**^*  ^^^  prdcbe,  baue  be  litel  knnnynge  or  mocbe. 

^  Also  gregory  sei]?  in  }e  popis  lawe,  ]?at  who  en^re  comejr 

to  pr^tod  tskip  ye  office  of  a  bedele  or  criere  to  goo  bi-fore 

^e  dredful  doom  ^  of  god ;  and '  as  in  ]?e  olde  lawe  ]?o  prest 

scbnlde  die  }if  be   ne  entrid  in-to  a  sanctuarie  wi]?-outen 

noyse,  so  in  ]?e  lawe  of  grace  jif  a  pr«t  be  doumb  of  Je 

prtfcbynge  be  store]?  goddis  wrat]?e  vpon  bym.     &  si]?  men 

ben  gretly  cursid  ];at  don  a^enst  }e  popis  lawe,  as  men  seyn, 

&  ]?is  is  a  grete  popis  lawe,  groundid  on  goddis  lawe  &  reson 

&  charite,  mocbe  more  ben  }ei  cursed  ]?at  don  a^enst  ]?i8  lawe. 

[Jerome.]  ^  Also  ierom  sei]7  ]?at  pr^tis  owen  to  pr^cbe  bifore  biscbopis, 

&  ]?ei  owen  to  be  glad  ]?^of  for  ^at  is  here  worscbipe.  ^  Also 

[Aastin.]  austyn  in  a  sermon  sei]?  ]?at  eche  man  is  bolden  to  tecbe  f^ 

good  yat  be  can ;  je,  ]?ou;  be  kunne  litel.     %  Also  it  is  a  gret 

To  teach  the    werk  of  mdTcy  to  tecbe  men  ]?e  ri^tte  weie  to  heuene,  & 

u??rightwaj^to  ^^^^  in^ui  is  bolden  bi  comaundement  of  god  to  do  werkis 

oPmScy.*^'   of  mdrcy;   ]?an  is  ecbe  prest  bolden  to  tecbe  ]?e  gospel,  ]?at 

is  ]?e  ri^t  weie  to  heuene.    %  Also  in  ]?e  bolde  lawe  a  man  is 

[EzodiiizziiL4.]  l^ol^o  to  brynge  }e  beste  of  bis  enemye  in-to  fe  ryjtte  weie ; 

mocbe  more  is  a  man  bolden  to  brynge  bis  bro]70res  soulis 

out  of  synne  in-to  good  weie  to  heuene  ward.    And  bi  ]?i8 

[Mark  ill.  4.]      reson  alle  oristis  enemyes  weren  stoppid  to  speke  ajenst  him 

whanne  be  belid  a  sik  man  vpon  ^e  sabaat  day,  as  ]?e  gospel 

teUi]?.     ^  Also  ]?at  ricbe  man  is  out  of  charite  ]?at  belpi]?  not 

[iJohniiLir.]    his  bro]?er  in  bodely  nede,   }if   be  may  wel,   as  icon  ye 

eudimgelist  sei]? ;   myche  more  is  a  man  nedid  bi  charite  to 

releue  bis  hrojfsrea  soule  out  of  myscbif  of  synne,  }if  he 

•[p.  68  MS.]       baue  kunnynge  of  goddis  lawe.  ^  Also  men  demon  *  it  a  grete 

1  omitted  Z.  <  omitted  X. 
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charite  to  sane  a  mannt^  bodi  fro  de]?  or  dryncchjiig ;    it 

is  moclie  more  charite  to  saue  menntM  soulis  fro  de]?  of  synne 

ft  of  belle  bi  trewe  pr^bynge  of  goddis  lawe. .  %  A  lord,  wbat 

deuelis  blyndnesse  and  corsednesse  is  yiB,  wbanne  ]?e  pr^lat 

or  cnrat  is  cbargid  of  god,  yp  peyne  of  bis  owen  dampnacion, 

to  tecbe  fe  gospel  &  comaimdementis  of  god  to  alle  ^^s  JJJ^^J^SJS 

sugetis,  &  bere-wi]?  can  not  tecbe  )^U8,  or  may  not  for  worldly  ^^  SuSp^thSi 

bisynesse,  or  wole  not  for  idelnesse  or  negligence,  )?an  to  ^^^  ▼o^id, 

lette  o^ere  to  pr^be  fr«ly  ^e  gospel  of  crist  &  saue  menntw 

sonlis;   but  "psnue   }ei   senden  o^^^re,  }at  tellen  lesyngis, 

fablis,  &  cronydis,  &  robben  ^e  peple  bi  fals  beggyngis,  whOe  they  send 

&  dore  not  telle  bem  bere  grete  synnes  &  auoutrie  *  lest  ^ei  *  {«ii  ^^^^  *»* 

lesen  wynnynge  or  frendisobipe.     ^  Certis  be  were  a  cruel 

fadir  j^at  myjtte  not  jeue  bis  owene  cbildre  bred  J^ouj  }ei  ^^^  tJat"wiu 

ptfriscbeden  for  hunger,  &  jit  wolde  not  suffre  ano^er  man  JSJ^^^^hJ^ien 

to  belpe  )?e8  children  bi  weie  of  nwrcy ;   but  moche  more  JJ'^^®*  ®^*" 

cruel  ben  )?es  pr^latis  &  curatis,  )?(it  kunnen  not  or  may  not 

or  wolen  not  ^eue  bere  gostly  children  gostly  bred  of  J^e 

gospel,  ]?ou}  here  soulis  ben  in  neu^e  so  gret  myscbef,  & 

^it  forbeden  &  cursen  oj^^re  men  jif  ]?ei  wolen  for  m^cy 

jeue  here  hrej^er  tecbyng  of  goddis  lawe,  hojfe  treuly  &  frely, 

wttA-outen  beggynge  as  crist  biddi];.     ^  It  seme]?  ^at  sycbe  Prelates  and  the 

prtflatis  &  newe  religious  ben  a-ferd  of  cristis  gospel,  for  it  Christ's  gospeL 

approue]?  not  but  distroie]?  worldly  lordschipe  of  pr^latis  & 

feyned  holynesse  of  newe  religious ;  si}  cristis  religion  yat  be 

made  for  prastis  is  ]?e  beste,  most  p^fyt,  most  esy,  &  most 

Biker.    And  cure  ibu  wolde  baue  no  worse  religion  in  pr^stis 

^an  ]?at  }ai  be  made  himself.  ^  Also  it  seme]?  ]?at  sich  iurdic* 

cion  of  prtflatis,  "pst  ]ms  letten  cristis  gospel,  dryuen  awey  god 

fro  mannttf  sonle,  &  v^uous  lif  &  charite,  &  br3^ge]?  ]fe  fend 

in,  and  cherischi]?  hym  &  synnes  &  debatis  &  werris.    ne]Kde8 

men  supposen  ]wt  newe  religious  ban  leue  of  worldly  pr^latis  JJj^*^  Jl 

to  prtfcbe  bere  feblis  and  lesyngis  &  to  robbe  >e  pore  peple  J^d^^ajSu^Sr* 

bi  beggyng,  vpon  this  condiccion,  }at  }ei  pr^che  not  spedily  JJ^g^y  ^  ^^^^ 

a^nst  symonye,  extorsions  &  o}&re  orible  synnes  of  false  J^^»«»^* 

i-i  omitted  X. 
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and  giro  pnutaiprtflatisy  &  }at  }ei  ^eue  ]?e8  worldly  pr^latis  gold  in  gret 

^  quantite,  ]?at  yd  robben  of  pore  men.    ^  And  ^us  ^ea  worldly 

pr^latis  dampnen  hem  self  ]?e8  newe  religious,  hem  self,  & 

also  o}ere  prmtis  ]?at  wolden  pr^che  ]?e  gospel  trewely  &  frely 

as  moohe  as  in  hem  is,  and  ]?e  peple  also ;  n}  ]?ei  sufi&en  not 

ye  peple  to  here  goddis  word  frely,  but  lesyngis,  fablis,  and 

These  preutet  J'tfrto  to^  be  robbid,  &  ]?U8  yes  pr^latis  ben  procuratours  of 

the  flend.  ]?e  fend,  enemyes  of  crist,  &  traitours  to '  his  peple. 

Cajt?t^/faii  3*^ 

Prelates  teach        Also  comunlv  pr^latis  ben  false  prophetis  &  heretikis,  for 

against  Christ  •'  *^  . 

and  his  apostles,  ItcI  indedo  *  sevu  heresio  &  techen  atenst  ihu  crist  &  his 

•[p.  69  MS.]         '  . 

apostlis ;  for  i^enst  cristis  wilful  pou^  ]?ei  techen  in  dede 
worldly  ooueitise  &  moche  wast  in  worldly  goodis,  &  a^enst 

JjJ^^jJ**'*  ■"*  cristis  mekenesse  J^ei  techen  in -dede  pompe  &  pride  of  J^ 
world  &  of  here  statis,  and  a^en  cristis  bysynesse  in  prmshynge 
&  pr^eyng  &  traueile  hi  contrees  yei  techen  in-dede  yanyte  & 

mSpf'of^their  idelnesse,  &  ben  jeuen  to  glotonye  &  worldly  bisynesse,  & 
'  haunten  courtis  of  lordis  &  worldly  plees,  &  ben  doumb  fro 

ye  gospel  &  tellen  here  ow^en  lawis  to  magnyfie  here  power 
&  pride  &  ooueitise,  &  couchen  in  castelis  as  lordis ;  &  wiy 
all  yis  yei  seyn  yat  cristis  &  his  apostlis  lif  &  here  proude 
lif  acorden,  &  seyn  yat  yei  lyuen  as  crist  &  his  apostlis  diden. 
%  A  lord !  eiy  pr^latis  comen  in  stede  of  apostlis,  hou  may 
yei  for  schame  lyue  so  contrariously  a^enst  here  pore  li^ 

their  fat  hones,  in  wast  seruauntis,  in  grete  fatte  hors  &  nedles,  in  shynyng 

their  plate,  yessel,  in  gret  aray  of  cloj^is;  }e,  more  ]?an  many  grete  lordis. 
certis  in  ensaumple  of  here  lif  ]?ei  techen  errour  a^enst  crist 
&  his  apostlis,  a.y  yei  seyn  yat  yei  suen  crist  and  apostlis  in 
manure  of  lyuynge.  0  lord !  what  tokene  of  mekenesse  & 
forsakynge  of  worldly  richesses  is  ]?is ;  a  pr^lat  as  an  abott 
or  a  priour,  J»at  is  ded  to  ye  world  &  pride  &  yanyte  ]?er-of, 

their  crowds  of  to  ride  wib  foure  score  hors,  wil^  hameis  of  siluer  A  gold, 

attendants, 

&  many  raggid  &  fittrid  squyeris  &  oy&re  men  swerynge 
herte  &  bonys  &  naUis  &  oyere  membris  of  crist,  &  to  spende 
^  omitted  X.  *  of  X. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Chaf.  in.]  OF  PBELATES.  61 

wip  erlis  &  barons  &  here  pore  tenauntis  bo]?e  ]H>uBand  markis  tiwir  lawsuits. 

&  pouMcles  to  meyntene  a  false  plee  of  ]?e  world,  &  forbarre 

men  of  here  ri^t.    &  }it  }ea  ypocritii9  seyn  ]^at  J^is  is  worschipe 

of  holy  chirche,  bat  c^tis  ^i  Hen,  but  |if  pei  clepen  be 

contrarie  name  be  deuelis  chirche  to  be  holy  chirche,  as  bei  They  say  that 

••  J  y         I      this  is  worship 

clepen  hem  self  men  of  religion  &  pat  }>ei  forsaken  pe  world ;  J^t^^^^^^^^gj 
but    certis   Jei  distroien  holy  religion  &  magnyfien  veyn  JJJJj^jJ^®  ^®^'" 
religion,  of  whiche  seynt  lames  speki]?,  &  forsaken  traueile  They  s^  they 
&  peyne  &  dissese  of  J?e  world,  &  han  lordschipis,  rentis,  andforsISsethe 
gaie  houses  &  costy,  &  welfare  of  mete  &  drjrnk,  J^ere  )?ei  hut  they  hare  all 
myitten  ynne>e  'before  haue  bene-bred  &  watir  or  feble  ale.  things,  who 

**  before  profession 

je,  wij?  mocbe  care  &  traueile  now  vnne)?e  ony  mete  *  or  wyn  ^^^J^^J  ^* 

may  seme  &  plese  hem,  but  likerousnesse  &  lustis  of  her^  JJJ^  ^«y  «« 

bely  han  now  alle  ]?e  bisinessis,  and  deuocion  &  holynesse  & 

penaunce  litel  or  ri^t  nou^t.     Of  J^is  veyn  pride  of  religious 

it  seme]?  wel  ]?ei  ben  not  bok  of  oristifi  pou^t  &  holynesse, 

as  ]?ei  seye  in  here  wordis,  but  bok  of  pride,  coueitise,  vanyte 

&  o}ere  synnes,  to  disoeit*  of  goddis  peple  &  distroiynge  of 

his  lawe.  % harde  criej  seynt  bemard  i^nst  pompous  pr^latis  ^^JJUS'^SSea! 

&  axe)?  hem  Jus :  jee*  prdatis,  what  do)?  gold  in  pure  bridelis 

&  opere  araies,  where  it  kepe  hem  fro  cold ;  we  p^ischen 

for  hunger  *  and  cold,  seyn  pore  men,  cure  goodis  )?ei  ben  pat  •[p.'7o  ms  ] 

fe  wasten  from  vs,  )?ei  ben  drawen  cruelly  a^enst  marcy,  & 

^us  jee^  don  tweie  euele  )?ingis,  on  for  ^oure  pride  &  wast 

of  pore  menntM  *  goodis  ^e  gon  to  heUe,    And  we  pore  men 

pmschen  in  J7i8  world  for  pure  vanyte  &  pride.  &  sij?  Je  lif 

of  pr^latis  is  bok  &  ensaumple  of  sugetis,  as  grosted  sei)? 

\rip  many  moo,  &  )?ei  lyuen  so  opynly  in  pride,  coueitise  & 

idelnesse,  passynge   alle  opere,   )?ei  ben  open   heretikis  &  JJ^^J*  *^p^ 

stroDge,  }at  han  no  schame  of  here  heresie,  for  heresie  in 

fals  lif  meyntened  is  werse  J7an  heresie  only  in  herte  or 

wordis,  and  for  sclaundere  )?at  )?ei  jeuen  to  o}ere  men  hi 

here  cursed  lif  god  him  self  curse]?  hem  in  ]?e  gospel  &  sei]? 

J?afl :   who  to  ]?at  man  bi  whom  come]?  a  sclaundre,  )?at  is  ^^  **' 

ensaumple  to  do  synne,  it  spedi]?  to  him  )?at  a  mylueston  of 

*  nite  X,         »  dissect  X.         ^  ^X.         *  fei  X. 
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[Matt.  xTui.  6.]  assis  be  hangid  in  his  necke,    &  ]?at  he  be  dreynt  in-to 
ore^ry.  depiiesse  of  ]?e  see,    }at  is,  sei]?  gregory,  it  spedi]?  to  euyl 

It  were  good  for  prdlatis  lat  jeuen  ensauwpele  of  syime  to  here  sugetis  hat  )?ei 

evil  prelates  that  , 

they  had  lived  wereo  in  lowere  staat  of  worldly  labour  &   W-wib  wer 

in  a  lower  state ;  ^  s  i 

2«y  "Jo^dbe  dampnyd  to  depe  belle;    for  )?an  }ei  schulden  haue  lesse 

pain-  peyne  Jan  to  lyue  *  euele  in  )?e  heje  staat  &  teche  o^ere  men 

do  synne,  for  Jei  ben  worj^i  as  many  de|?es  as  }ei  jeuen  euyle 

ensaumples  of  synne  to  here  sugetis.    But  lord,  who  is  nowe 

Gcnjetoiuaen  of  go  coueitous  abouten  worldly  lordschipis  &  temporal  goodis 

as  oure  pr^latis,  for  comunly  alle  here  visitacion,  aUe  here 

All  ttieip  offices  sacramentis  and  ordris  jeuynge  &  halwynge  of  placis  &  v^sty* 

money  or  pomp,  mentis  &  blissyng  is  don  •  for  coueitise  &  worldly  pride  & 

dignyte;   alle  here  preue  spekyng  &  pr^hyng  &  techyng 

in   scolis  is  for  coueitise  &  magnyfyynge  of  here  worldly 

staat :  who  is  more  idel  in  goddis  seruyce,  more  in  glotonye 

&  wastynge  of  pore  menntM  goodis  in  sohynynge  yesselis 

They  pray  only  &  cibere  costis?    &  ni  hei  preien,  hat  is  wib-outen  deuocion 

for  show.  €      s       A  J  M  ^ 

to  plese  )?e  peple,  &  comunly  for  oflErynge,  &  cotidian  distr/- 
bucion,  &  stynkyng  lif  of  lecherie,  robberie,  pride,  coueitise, 
glotonye;  J^at  J^ei  raj^^re  stiren  god  to  wraje  &  vengaunce 
]?an  to  m^cy  &  pite,  as  goddis  lawe,  austyn  &  gregory  & 
o]?M^  seyntis  witnessen.  but,  lord,  si]?  heresie  stondi)?  most 
in  cursed  lif,  were  ben  more  heretikes,  si]r  ]?ei  ben  most 
synful  in  opyn  &  preuy  cursed  lyuynge;  but  where  Bchal 
ony  be  deppere  dampnyd  in  helle  ? 

Capitulum  4~- 

Prelates  allow       Prelatis  also  robben  he  pore  lige  men  of  be  king  bi  fals 

men  to  live  In  ,.  ,,.i  /»*!  .o 

sin,  if  they  wiu  extonsions  taken  bi  colour  of  holy  correccion,  &  jeuen  men 

pay  for  leave.       ,  .       ,      „         .  <•  ^  « 

leue  to  dwellen  m  synne  fro  jer  to  }er,  fro  seuene  ^er  to 
seuene  ^er,  &  comunly  al  here  lif,  ^if  ]?ei  paien  bi  ^ere  twenti 
shillyngis  or  more  or  lesse,  and  ]?us  bi  sutilte  of  sathanas 

•[p.  71  MS.]  ^Qi  i^an  *founde  newe  peynes  orible  &  schameful  to  make  men 
paye  a  gret  raunson,  to  ^eue  gold  &  ba]>e  hem  in  lustis  of 

«Sd*U)'wtaSo  synne  as  swyn  in  feen.    And  men  seyn  J^at  summe  bischopia 

*  leTeX.  '  benX 
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geti}  in  0  yer  two  J^ousand  mark  or  poundis ;  &  jif  he  laste  or  sooo  mark«  a 

twenty  jeer  bischop  wip  Jis  robberie,  It  wole  come  to  eixti  rSto/   *^ 

^osand  mark  J«it  he  robbij?  of  Je  kingis  lige  men.  ^  And  )?U8  t^jj  ^^^^ZJJ^^ 

fe»  wickede  pr^latis  aillen  cristene  menntM  soulis  to  sathanas 

for  money,  for  whiche  soulis  crist  schedde  his  pr^ious  herte 

blod  vpon  }e  cros.     And  here-fore  )?ei  ben  worse  Jan  iudas  JJ^  JS^al"^ 

for  many  skillis,  for  ]?ei  sillen  crist  in  a  man^e  as  iudas  dide 

-wi)^  more  dispit  &  more  stynkynge  coueitise,  &  jit  }ei  hiren  They  bribe  lonu 

lordis  to  meyntene  hem  in  ]?i8  cursednesse,   &  jeue  pore 

menntw  goodis  to  hem  for  ]?is  ende,  &  hiren  also  iurrouris  &  and  juron. 

opere  gentil  men  of  centre  to  forswore  hem  wyttyngly  on 

ye  bok  &  not  to  putten  hem  yp  for  extordoneris  &  J^eues ; 

&  whanne  }ei  schulden  be  principal  dukis  in  crist  cost  to 

fijtte  &  teche  opere  men  hi  here  ensaumple  to  fyjtte  ajenst 

synnes,   as  false  traitouris  ]>ei  tumen  }e  bak  &  techene 

crifitene  men  to  qf£re  hem  redy  to  }e  deuelys  sacrifice,    a 

pore  man  J^ei  constreynem  to  synne  bi  manas,  chydyng  &  They  make  poor 

losse  of  catel  &  sclaundrynge,  but  jif  he  wolen  consente  to 

hem  &  fauoure  hem  in  here  wrong  lif ;  &  jif  he  wol  do  so, 

Janne  he  is  an  holy  sone,  &  hap  jifbis  &  worldly  frendisohipe 

&  fauour  &  an^icristis  false  blissyng  &  goddis  trewe  curs. 

And  l^ei  flatren  lordis  whanne  l^ei  meyntenen  bes  an^tcristis  They  flatter  lords 

J  ^  J  ^^Q  support 

pr#latis  to  robbe  here  tenauittis,  &  seyn  }ei  worschipen  Janne  them, 

god  &  holy  chirche,  &  jeuen  lordis  grete  jiftis  of  gold  & 

iaelis  &  p«rdons,  &  licence  to  synge  in  oratories  &  ol^re  and  gi^e  them 

rieh   gifti   with 

Teyn  Iringis,   and  jif  lordis  wolen  distroie  bes  synnes  of  pajdona  md 

pnTilegeSy 

Tobberie  &  sathanas  marchaundise,  ¥anne  aD^ibrlBtis  pr^latisbut  they  resist 

'  .  any  attempt  of 

wolen  sclanndren  hem,  curse  hem,  &  entirdite  hem  &  here  lords  to  correct 

'  '  them. 

londis.'     And  ]>U8  alle  men  ben  conquerid  to  }e  fend  almost, 

&  Jus  Jes  cursed  pilatis  not  pr^latis  ben  verray  an^icristis,  ^^  ^^ 

procuratours  of  sathanas,  &   traitours  of  ihu  crist  &  his 

peple. 

1  here  lordis  X. 
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Capitulum  S"- 

^****  ^"thS     ^^^  prtflatiB  comu»ly  ben  Bymonyentis  in  here  entre,  i» 

bCT^cca  by      processe  of  here  benefis,  &  in  ]?e  ende  of  here  lif,  &  Jmnne 

in  alle  }eB  tymes  ]?ei  ben  heretikis,  so  ]?at  alle  o^ere  synnes 

ben  holden  for  nou^t  in  comparison  of  ]?i8  symonye,  as  ye 

Gregory.  besto  part  of  )?e  popis  lawe  sei)?.     for,  as  gregory   &  )>e 

tbn«"lkindsf     popiB  lawe  sei]?,   in  J^re  manures  is  symonye  don.     First 

fiS?^a)***by*riJt  ^l^a^'^o  a  man  comej  to  a  benefis  of  fe  chircbe  bi  fiffce  of 

of  money,         money  or  worldly  goodis  bi  hym  self  or  bi  o^ere  menes. 

%  pe  secunde  tyme  wbanne  a  man  come]>  J^-to  bi  preiere 

otlen  raS^  ^' 0^  lordis  or  ladies  or  oj^dre  men  more  than  for  knnnynge 

^p?72*J[8?]*'***  *of  goddis  lawe  &  holy  lif.    ^  }e  )?ride  tyme  whanne  a  man 

serrioe  done  to  come]?  ]?^-to  bi  worldly  B^ruyce  of  lordis  &  ladies,  of  pr^latis, 

or  ojfere  my^tty  men  more  ]?anne  for  good  lif  and  knnnynge ; 

but  who  come^  hellis  to  pr^lacie?   &  in  processe  ^ei  mys- 

penden  pore  menntMi  goodis,  in  wast  metis  &  festis  of  ryche 

^^n^euh^r^  men  &  pride  of  }ib  world,  &  don  not  here  office  comunly 

preich^g;'*^^    ne)?«re  in  good  lif  ne  trewe  pr^chynge,  &  resignen  not  hero 

benefis  goten.]>u8  by  symonye;  &  ]>at  }ei  moten  algatis  do 

Smp??wUh*^  jif  }ei  BchuUen  be  saaf  yp  )?e  popis  lawe,  &  neuere  in  wille 

pope's  law.        ^  hauen  it  ajen  but  jif  it  be  bi  rijt  title,  &  algatis  confirma- 

^^^^tooim.  cion  of  god  bi  titel  of  grace  is  nedeful  to  hem.     And  ]?at 

come]?  not  but  bi  verray  repentaunoe  of  synne  don  bi-fore, 

&  bi  trewe  lif  &  techynge  &  meyntenynge  of  goddis  lawe 

vpon  here  knnnynge  &  my^t.     &  in  here  endynge  }ei  han 

thVarenouSS  °^^  comunly  ful  contricion  for  here  synnes,  as  for  myspen- 

contrite,  dynge  of  pore  mennwt  goodis,  for  false  extorsions,  for  sillyng 

of  sacramentis,  for  norischynge  &  meyntenynge  of  oyere  men 

in  synne,  as  pride,  coueitise,  &  glotonye  &  alle  o^ere :  for 

or   they  would  lif  \fQ{  haddcu   banne    contricion   bei  schulden  restore   bes 

makeretUtntion;  '       f  i  x  r 

wickid  extorsions  vp  here  my^t,  &  wame  o^^re  men  of  fe 
synnes  in  whiche  ]?ei  hadden  norischeden  hem;  but  J^is 
Beidorn'orMw!  ^^^^^J'  seldom  or  neudre,  &  J?«rfore  it  seme]?  Jat  )?ei  dien 
heretikis  but  }if  god  helpe  more  in  the  laste  poynt  of 
partynge  of  }e  soule  &  body,  &  ellis  ]?ei  dien  dampnyd 
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fendis  of  helle.    %  Bat  lordis  &  ladies  here  mosten  ben  wel  Lords  and  ladies 

should  know  that 

war,  for  fif  bei  jeuen  benefis  to  clerkis  for^  here  worldly  it  is  simony  to 

^  f^  '        f  J  give  benefloes  for 

MTuyoes,  princypali  as  for  kechene  clerkis  &  countyngge  or^«i<iiy"«rvice, 

daunsyDge,  for  palfreis  or  keaeroheris,  gold  or  o]?0r  worldly 

B^ruyce,  it  is  foul  symonye  &  cursed  on  bo]?e  parties,  as 

goddis  lawe  and  ]?e  chiiche  &  holy  seyntis  techen.    ^And 

also  ^if  ]?ei  ^euen  a  benefis  for  men  ben  of  here  kyn,  or  for 

fleschly  loue,  or  worldly  frendischipe,  or  ellis  for  Je  clerk '  f^y^^^^"^ 

is  manly  to  ]?e  lord  in  gay  cloj^inge,  in  grete  festis,  gret 

archerie,  or  ony  o]?dre  Teyn  iapis  more  J^an  for  ]?e  worschipe 

of  god  &  profit  of  mannes  soule,  it  is  stynkynge  symonye 

bi-fore  god,  as  lawes  and  seyntis  techen.    ^  And  here  ben  ]?re 

poyntis  of  treson  to  god  &  his  peple :  be  first  is  \ai  lordes  Three  points  of 

*^  ^  ^  '^  f!^     ^  r  '  treason   to   God 

&  ladies  ben  tratovrs  J?at  holden  curatis  in  worldly  offices  ^^  Ms  people. 
fit)  ^  soulis  ]?at  ]?ei  ban  cure  of;  for  god  jeue]?  hym  lordi-  and  ladiM  keep 
Bchipis  &  pr^sentyn^ge  of  chirohis  to  meyntene  goddis  lawe  th^ onre  to'em- 
&  help  trewe  pr^tis  to  teche  his  peple  J^e  gospel  &  maunde-  widiy  office. 
mentis  of  god,  &  ^if  J^ei  holden  wi]?  goddis  tresour  curatis 
in  here  worldly  s«ruyce  or  chapellis,  &  letten  hem  to  kepe 
orifltene  soulis,  ]re  whiche  crist  bou^t  in\  his  precious  blod, 
Jei  ben  foul  traitours  to  ♦ihu  crist  &  to  ]?e  peple  J?at  J?ei  •[?•  78  ms.] 
disceyuen  ]?us;  but  jit  more  treson  is  in  clerkis  ^at  ooueiten  2nd.  Worse  trea- 
&  taken  J^is  worldli  office  wi]? '  cure  qf  cristene  soulis  and  clergy  who  take 
may  not  do  hem  to-gedre,  for  J^ei  schulden  teche  \q  lordis 
^  treu^  of  goddis  lawe  &  also  \q  pml  in  ]>is  poynt,  &  don 
noujty  for  ope  of  grett^re  benefices  or  for  fiaterynge  of  here 
lordschipe ;  but  the  moost  tratourie  of  alle  stondib  in  fals  Srd.  The  worst 

treachery  is  in 

oonfessouris,  ]rat  schulden  telle  ]?e  treu]?e  of  goddis  lawe  &  false  confessors. 

don  not  for  lesynge  of  worldly  lordischipe,   frendeschipe, 

fauo«r  or  worldly  wynnyng,  bo)?e  of  }?e  lord  &  his  meyne 

&  of  ]^  false  curat  J^dr-to ;  &  \\xb  J^e  lord  or  the  lady  hire^ 

ooetly  a  fals  iudas  to  his  confessour,  ^ot  suffri]?  him  &  ledi]? 

him  be  hei^e  weie  to  helle.   %  Also  pr^latis  ben  fill  of  symonye  Prelates  are  fbu 

,  ,    .  ,  .  ^1        i»       <>'  simony  when 

whanne  bei  mynystren  here  sacromentis  or  ony  gostly  office  they  administer 

.  -  A,  1-11.     sacrament*,  etc.. 

for  money  or  Jank  or  preiynge  of  men  of  pe  world  or  for  for  worldly  rea- 
^  celrk  X.  >  omitted  X. 
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ony  worldly  s^ruyce.    For  crist  biddej?  hem  jene  al  Jia  frely 

S"giiS*fSj*  as  >ei  taken  it  freely  of  god,  &  >e  prophete  Bei>  he  is  blissed 

JJoebS.  ^^    M  ^^V^}  ^^  hondis  clene  fro  alle  manere  jifte,  &  he  is  cursed 

]?0t  do]?  ]?e  werk  of  god  wi]?  necgligence  or  fraude.     %  And  it 

is  a  foul  fraude  to  [do]  J^is  gostly  office  for  worldly  reward 

or  for  ]?anke  or  pr^isynge  of  synf ul  men,  whanne  ]?ei  schulden 

do  it  for  goddis  worschipe  frely  &  hel]?e  of  manntM  soule. 

coStof  Rome  Is  ^  ^^^  J^^  symonye  of  ]?e  court  of  rome  do]?  most  harm,  for 

most  hannftxi.    j^  jg  j^^g^  comune  &  vnder  most  colour  of  holynesse,  &  robbij 

most  cure  lend  of  men  &  tresour;  for  alle  naoions  of  this 

yoi^pie  ran   oristendom  rennen  J?ider  as  to  welle  of  trewje  a«d  gostly 

helpe,  &  J^ei  ben  most  disceyued,  for  ]?ei  wenen  ]?at  J^ere  is 

no  symonye  for  holynesse  of  )?e  court  of  rome.     &  many 

Some  die  by  the  kufinynge  men  &  able  ben  dede  hi  }e  weie,  what  wi]?  tmueile 

&  cold  &  oj^^re  myschefis  &  enemyes,  &  ofte  raunsonyd,  & 

tre2uw^*ont'*S  ^^^  0"*  ^^  ]^  ^^^^  moche  gold  to  raunson,  to  spende  bi  )>e 

the  land  weieje;   ^e  to  spende  at  rome  many  jeris  &  daies,  to  paie 

topayforboUs.  f^^  ^^^  ^j.  jj^iUig^  to  plede  for  benefices,  offiyngyus,  dymes, 

&  many  mo  causes,  to  paie  ]?e  pope  }^e  first  froytys,  &  cardy- 

nals  &  bribouris  to  spede  here  nedis,  &  for  pardons,  quyenals, 

priuylegies,  for  assoilyngis  of  wowes,  &  many  feyned  iapis, 

to  Rom??  va^-  J'**  °^®^  supposcu  alle  J?e8  passen  )>re  fiften}?es ;  &  alle  go]? 

8Sn* three-"***"  out  of  owTc  loud  ^omunly  in-to  enemys  hondis,  &  for  al  }is 

f^f^^eathB,         come]?  a  litel  ded  lede,  &  mayntenynge  of  fedse  plee,  &  strif, 

in  return  for       ^         ,_.  .  ^  _  .         ii       -a.^  % 

which  we  get  a  &  goddis  curs,  &  symonye,  &  heresie.  for  ^if  it  be  symonye  a 
much  miaehief.  clerk  to  stfTue  a  lord  for  a  benefice  &  ]?e  lord  to  resceyue  J^er- 

fore  gold  or  gold  wor]?,  bi  ]?e  same  skil  it  is  symonye  to  s^ue 

^e  pope  in  sich  a  straunge  traueile  and  centre,  &  jeue  hym 
I*  *j  ^fS?^f**^  8^^^  ^^^  ^1*  l^de,  &  ]?e  frystefruytes  for  jifte  of  a  chirche ; 
^woi^  ^  ^  *  ?^*  whanne  a  lord  haj?  ]?e  gold  for  his  pr^sentynge  ]?e  gold 
•[p.  74  MS.]  dweUi]^  stille  in  *oure  lend,  but  whanne  ]^e  pope  ha]?  ]?e  furste 
iMt  to^  raom  ^^'^y^*  J®  Rold  S^t  ^^^  *  come}?  neu^re  ajen.     And  so  for 

pardons,  }if  ]?ei  ben  oujt  wor]?i  ^ei  mosten  be  free,  &  to  take 
tor  ^^mB°^  money  for  hem  is  to  selle  goddis  grace  and  so  symonye,  & 
simony.  ^^j^  \^^q  parties  ben  cursed  of  god  &  man ;  &  so  an^tcrist 

ha^  forbairid  ]^e  fredom  of  goddis  lawe  in  schriftiSi  masse. 
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syngynge,  &  oWe  deuooions  &  taki>  gold  of  men  to  brynge  AnticiiriBt   sells 

^    o^    o  X  X   o  •'.a  litUe    of  the 

horn  sain  del  to  pis  firedom,  &  bo  rooben  hem  oi  ypocnsye  freedom    which 

he     hy     taken 

as  }if  it  were  not  lefnl  to  do  profit  to  ^  menniM  souUs  wi]?-oat  away. 
di8pen83mge  of  an^icnst.    But  now  to  schewe  J^e  malice  & 
cnrsednesse  of  symonye ;   first,  almy^tti  god  dampne]^  it  in  condemnationB 
}e  olde  lawe,  cnst  in  J^e  gospel,  &  is  apostlis  aft^  }^e  sendynge  •cripture. 
of  ^'  holy  gost;   first,  whanne  ^e  wickid  kyng  ieroboam  Jeroboam   pun- 
made  false  mannmetis  &  stockis  and  worschipide  hem  for  the  priesthood, 
almyjtty  god,  bi-caose  ^at  he  selde  ]ye  prest-hode  of  }eB 
false  goddis  for  worldly  jifbis  god  almy^tty  distroied  hym 
&  alle  his  seed,     also,  for  giesy  toke  money  &  cloj^is  <>^  Sjjfjf '^^SJ^/ 
naaman  whanne  helise  ^e  prophete  his  maistir  hadde  helid 
hym,  ]?e  leper  of  naaman  deuyd  to  hym  &  his  gen^racion 
ea#re  aftir,  in  tokene  )at  gostly  lepre,  ]^at  is  heresie,'  schulde 
dwelle  wi^  alle  syche  as  taken  ^  money  or^  money  wor]?  for 
gostly  offices;   je,  wij^-outen  couenant  makynge.     also  god 
sei]?  bi  }^e  prophete  malachie  to  ]?e  iewis  }at  his  wille  is  not 
to  hem :  "For  >^  nys  noon  >at  shitti>  freljr  >e  doris  of  >e  MaUwhii.  lo. 
temple."    ^anne  god  chargi}^  more  J^e  betre  offis  as  makynge 
of  sacreimentis  &  ^eenynge  of  ordris,  ]^at  men  plese  hym 
not  bat  ^f  J^ei  don  hem  frely.    ^  Also  crist  in  ]?e  gospel  drof 
out  of  }e  temple  hem  >at  selden  &  boujten  J?^-mne,  jee,  2Ston5£*^*^ 
wip  his  owen  hondis,  J^at  we  reden  not  of  many  opere  synful 
men  y&t  he  tok  so  moche  Tengaunce  in  his  firste  comynge, 
in  tokene  ]?at  he  scharpliest  schal  ponysche  hem  }^at  don 
symonye.    Also  petir  seyde  to  symon  magns;  ]?i  money  be  W^*"^-*®] 
wi]'  }e  in-to  loos  of  dampnacion,  for  l^on  gessedest  to  haue 
goddis  fiftee  )>orouj  money.   ^  Also  symonye  is  contrarie  to  al  f^J^^  *Li*the 
}e  hole  trinyte  &  to  echo  ^eraone  per-of;  first  to  >e  fadir,  gJJJ^  ®'  ^^^ 
for  whanne  god  wole  not  and  may  not  brynge  vnable  men 
in-to  benefices  of  ]?e  chirche  for  his  rijtwysnesse  &  ynablete 
of  hem  self,  pei  pr^nmen  to  comen  in  bi  symonye;  as  ]if  money  and  deoeit 
^  peny  &  falsnesse  of  }^e  fend  were  more  ]?an  J^e  my^t  of  {Other's  win. 
]^  fadir  of  henene.     also  ihu  orist  is  dore  bi  whiohe  men  chriatis  the  door, 
schnlde  entre   in-to  offices  &  benefices  of  J^e  chirche,   & 

1  of  X.         *  omitted  X.        *  here  ne,  in  both  MSS.        «-«  omitted  X. 
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but  BimonUos     symonyentia  wolen   come  in   bi  anoW  weie  of  falsnesae, 

enter   another  .         . 

^ay%  as  jif  )»ei  wolden  putte  awey  ihu  orist,  &  be  more  maistris 

•[p.  76  MS.]       &  more  witty  yeai  he.    Also  symonyentis  as  ♦  myche  as  in 

2!?HS^GhSt.  '®°^  ^  BeWen  )>e  holy  gost,  &  maken  him  }t^  or  bouwden 

to  synM  men  &  fendis,  wha^ne  ]?ei  siUen  &  biggen  ]n»  his 

^ifds ;  &  yerioie  ]?ei  ben  worse  heretikis  ]?an  J^e  cursed  heretik 

Arina.  anian  &  his  secte  ]^at  made  ^e  holy  gost  lesse  in  my^t  }^an 

]?e  fadir  &  }e  sone,  &  s^ruant  to  hem  bo]?e  as  }e  lawe  sei)^. 

For  as  }e  synne  of  sodom  was  moost  a^enst  kynde  &  so 

most  synne  i»  ]?o  olde  lawe,  so  is  symonye  as  doctours  seyn 

most  a^enst  gr^vce  &  most  synne  in  ]?e  lawe  of  grace.     And 

Pope's  law        ^er-fore  in  }e  popis  lawe  decrees  &  decretals  symony  is 

penalties  against  geuerelj  clepid  heresie,    &  orible  peynes   ordeyned .  a^enst 

men  )at  don  symonye  on  ony  manure  bi  hem  self  or  o^ere 

mene  p^sones,  bi  here  wille  &  consent,  &  in  sum  cas  hem 

j^aienoeof     Tuwyttynge.    ^Also  gAi^raly  prelatis  regnen  in  symonye, 

as  bischopis,  munkis,  chanons,  &  freris^  &  lesse  curatis ;  for 

bischopis,  munkis  &  chanons  sillen  }e  p^eccion  of  cristis 

pou^  &  his  apostlis,  &  also  trewe  pr^hynge  for  a  litil 

stynkyng  muk  or  drit,  &  worldli  lordschipe,  &  wombe  ioie 

Friars  forsake    and  idelnesse,  &  freris  forsaken  he  p^t  pou^  of  crist  and 

Christ's  poverty,  t      r  r 

his  apostlis  for  pride  of  ]^e  worldly  staatis  &  flaterynge 

^er-ix)  and  ypocrisie  &  beggynge  to  geten  esely  &  plen- 

teuously  catel  of  lordis  &  ladies  &  comunes,  &  to  geten 

and  aUnre  yonng  jonge  childre  to  here  feyned  ordre  by  symonye,   as  aplis, 

children  xxy 

simony.  purses  &  0^0  iapes  &  false  bihestis,  &  bi  false  stelynge 

ajenst  here  frendis  wille,  and  ajenst  goddis  comaundement. 

cnrates.  And  Icsse  curatis  forsaken  holy  lif  &  trewe  pr^chynge  of 

crist  &  his  apostlis  for  bisynesse  &  worschipe  of  ^e  world 
&  for  glotonye  &  drunkenesse  &  lecherie ;  &  ofte  bi  open 
symonye  oomen  to  here  benefices,  &  dwellen  stille  in  hem 
whanne  ]?ei  ben  Tnable  to  teche  goddis  lawe  in  word  & 

Simony  reigns    dodc ;  &  }^us  symouye  regne}^  in  alle  staatis  of  J^e  chirche, 

th«  ohurch,  bo]?e  in  statis  groundid  of  crist  &  in  o)ere  groundid  of  foolis 
as  }if  ]?ei  weren  statis  of  holy  chirche,  but  J^ei  ben  statis 
of  J^e  wicked  chirche  brou^te  in  by  lesyngis  &  ypocrisie. 
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And  Bib  be  kjng  &  lordis  ben  charsid  of  god  to  distroie  and  king  and 
fis  synne  &  o\sre^  &  mowen  don  it  &  don  it  not>  }ei  ben  to  it. 
consenteris  &  &utouris  ]^er-ot 

Capitulum  6"*- 

Also  pr^latis  balden  be  balwynge  of  dede  stonys  or  dede  Prelates     think 

,  v.,  .,.      oonBecration    of 

erpe  &  ob«re  omamentis  of  be  cbirche,  as  vestymentis,  clobis,  ehorohes^chrism, 

chalis,  &  oile,  &  crem,  more  worj^i  }?an  ]?e  balwynge  and  worththan  oon- 

blissynge  of  ^e  sacramentis  of  ]?e  auter,  }^at  is  verray  cristis  ^<^> 

flech  &  bis  blood ;   &  so  it  seme]?  ^at  ]?ei  bolden  dede  stonys 

&  dede  er]w  &  roten  clo}^is  more  wor]?i  ]?an  cristis  owen 

prions  body  &  bis  blood.     ^For  bei  bolden  to  bem  self  for    they  keep 

•    -  ,       ,  ,  the    former    to 

balwynge  of  adter  stonys,  cbircbis  &  cbircbe  jerdis  &  o^ere  themselves,  and 
clobis  of  be '  cbircbe  as  more  worbi  ♦  &  precious,  &  su£fren  make  the  sacra- 

^  ^^  X  r  7  ment  of  the  altar. 

pore   pr^stis,    be   )»ei  neu^e   so   vnkuwnynge    and   vicious  •[?•  76  ms.] 

anemtis  god  so  }»at  )?ei  speke  not  a^enst  }e  synne  of  pr^latis, 

to  make  j^e  sacrament  of  ]?e  auter  ecbe  day,  as  jif  ]?at  were 

leese  worj^i  &  lesse  precious.   ^  Also  ]?ei  wolen  suffre  an  auter  They  will  leave 

vnhalwedid,  or  a  cbircbe  or  a  cbircbe  ^erde  snspendid  &  no  done  if  their  fees 

,    ,       .  -       ^  .  ,1  be  not  fully  forth- 

xnasse  seyd  p^-i»ne,  ^e  fourtene  ny^t,  ^e  a  monep,  ^e  longe  coming. 

ynow]?y  jif  fourty  pens  ben  bibynden  of  ten  mark  or  ten 

pound ;  &  alle  J^is  ]?ei  taken  bi  extorsions,  bi  J^efte  &  symonye, 

&  hauen  no  m^rcy,  be  }^e  peple  neu^re  so  poor,  neu^e  so  nedy, 

&  neu^re  so  deuout  to  bere  goddis  'word  or'  s^uyce;   but 

wbere  ben  worse  tirauntis  &  beretikis?    &  ]?as  in  alle  bere 

dedis  of  gostly  offices  }^ei  cursen  bem  self  &  J^e  peple  also, 

for  ^i  don  not  ]?at  ]?at  longi]?  to  bere  office  for  stynkynge 

symonye,  &  maken  J^e  peple  to  consente  &  meynteyne  bere 

Bjnne  of  symonye  &  beresie,  for  ]?ei  don  many  sotil  menys,  simony  in  this 

as  graunten  pardon  &  bere  feyned  blissyng  to  balwyng  of 

ehircbis,  to  make  ]^  peple  wilful  to  bere  bem  vp  in  bere 

synne.     ^  And  fi£  ony  man  for  drede  of  god  &  bis  conscience  Prelates  perse- 

a^nstonde  bis  eztorsion  and  robberie  &  symonye  be  scbal  oppose  their 

.  simony. 

be  rebukid,  dispised,  sumned,  cursed,  lose  bis  catel  &  in  cas 
>  omitted  X.  « -»  omitted  X. 
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his  bodi  to  prison  or  to  de},  &  sumtyme  be  in  hate,  in  strif 
&  enuye,  &  ful  of  his  wrecchid  lif.  &  ^  he  consente  wilfdlly 
to  yiB  foule  symonye  }^anne  he  is  dede  in  synne,  as  poal 
Bei]^,  &  ^  he  a^enstonde  it,  what  bi  cautelis  of  an^tcrist  & 
malice  of  }^e  fend,  he  schal  be  toi^rmentid  bi  wnp^e  & 
ynpacience  &  traueile  &  peyne  of  his  bodi  &  loos  of  his 
catel,  }^at  vnne]?is  schal  he  be  sauyd  but  nedid  to  be 
dampnyd;  &  ]nis  it  seme}^  J^ot  }ei  ^at  schnlden  be  most 
principal  helperis  to  cristene  menntM  soulis  ]«i  ben  most 
principal  procuratours  of  J^e  fend  to  encombre  he«i  in  synne. 
ood  keeps  thcM  and  }it  it  seme]?  hat  oure  goode  god  kepi]?  ]?e8  yeyn  offices 

offloes  firom  poor         «  «  •  • 

priests  to  save  &  feyned  sacramcntis  fro  his  pore  pr^stis  hat  hex  gon  not 

them  from  neiL 

]?e  brode  weie  to  helle  for  mysosynge  of  hem. 

Capiiulum  7"** 
Prelates  care        Prelatis  also  setton  more  pris  bi  a  litel  styngynge*  drit 

more  for  worldly 

goods  than  for  of  worldly  goodis  ]^an  ]?ei  don  bi  }e  moste  holy  gospel  of 
ihu  crist ;  for  ]?e  grete  bysynesse  }at  ]?ei  han  abouten  worldly 
goodis  &  }e  litel  traueile  &  studyyng  abonten  cristis  gospel 
prouen  wel  ]7at  ]^ei  louen  more  JtIs  worldly  muk  )?an  ]?e 
gospel  of  ihu  crist;    for  ]?e  dede  doynge  is  proff  of  loue, 

Gregory.  as  gregory  sei]?,  &  here-fore  }ei  prAsen  &  techyn  mannut 

lawis  &  here  owen  tradiciouns  to  gete  ]?e  peny  by,  but  ^ei 
leuen  &  dispisen  ]?e  gospel  &  letten  it  to  be  prMshid,  for  ]?e 
gospel  techi]?  ]?e  holy  lif  of  crist  &  his  apostlis  &  dampne]^ 
)?e  cursed  lif  of  ]7es  worldly  prelatis,  &  ]?ei  commaunden 

They  wQi  not  let  ]70t  no  man  schal  *pr^che  ]^  gospel  but  at  here  wille  & 

the    gospel     oe 

preached  hat  at  lymytacion,  &  forbedcn  men  to  here  ]7e  gospel  vp  peyne  of 

]^e  grete  curs,     but  sathanas  in  his  owne  p^rsone  durste 

Satan  qnoted     neu^ro  do  SO  myche  dispit  to  crist  &  his  gospel,  for  he  aleid 

scripture,  and  so 

showed  it  more  holv  writt  to  crist  &  woldo  hauo  prouod  his  entente  Ve^-bi. 

respect  than  they.  . 

&  si]^  it  is  cristis  conseil  &  comaundement  to  prratis  generaly 
to  prM^he  }e  gospel,  and  ]7is  }ei  moten  not  do  wi]^-oate9i 
leue  of  ]?es  prelatis,  ]?at  in  cas  ben  fendis  of  helle,  ^anne 

1  stjnkynge  AA. 
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prtfstis  may  not  do  cristis  conseilis  &  hestiB  wi}^-outen  leue 
of  fendis.  A,  lord  ihu!  for  }es  sjnful  foolis,  &  in  cas 
fendis  of  helle,  ben  more  my^tti  &  witti  )^an  ]7oa,  y&i  trewe 
men  may  not  do  ]?e  wille  wi)^-outen  auctorite  of  siche  fendis. 
^  A,  lord  god  almyjtty,  al  witti  &  alio  fill  of  charite,  hou 
longe  wilt  )ou  saffre  }eB  an^tcristis  to  dispise  ^e  in  }jn 
holy  gospel  &  lette  }e  hel]^  of  cristene  menntM  sonlis? 
Endeles  li^tfiil  lord,  J^is  }?ou  suffiredest  for  synne  gen^raly  f^J^  ^  ^^ 
reghynge  among  }^  peple,  but  endeles  m^rcyful  &  goode 
lord,  helpe  ]7i  pore  wreccbide  pr^tis  &  s^niauntis  to  fore 
}^i  peple  to  haue  loue,  drede  &  reu^rence  to  yi  gospel,  & 
lette  not  to  do  ]7i  worscbipe  &  wille  for  feds  ferynge  of 
an^tcristis  &  fendis  of  belle.  ^  Almy^tti  lord  god  and  m^ciful 
&  endeles  witty,  si]?  }ovl  snffredest  petir  &  alle  apostlis  *  to 
bane  so  grete  drede  &  cowardise  in  tyme  of  ]^i  passion  }^t 
^ei  flowen  alle  awey  for  drede  of  de^  And  for  a  litel  pore 
wommanntM  yois,  and  aftirward  by  confort  of  }q  boly  gost 
madist  bem  so  stronge  ]^at  J^ei  weren  afferd  of  no  man,  no 
peyne  ne  de} ;  belpe  nowe  bi  ^eftis  of  ]?e  same  boly  gost  J^i 
pore  semanntis  }at  ol  'j^er  hf  ban  ben  cowardis,  &  make 
hem  stronge  &  bolde  in  ^e  cause  to  meyntene  yi  gospel 
a|enst  an^icristis  &  tirauntis  of  J^is  world.  &  graunte  grace 
to  oure  loidis  alle  to  meyntene  }d  gospel  &  yin  ordynaunce, 
&  specialy  to  soke  yi  worscbipe  &  my^ttily  distroie  synne; 
for  to  ^is  office  )^ou  bast  ordeyned  lordis.  ^  Almy^tti  lord, 
it  seme^  nowe  to'  fooUs  of  tbis  world  yot  yi  cause  is  ou^re- 
oomen  and  an^t'crist  ba]^  J^e  victorie,  &  pore  men,  lord, 
doren  not  abide  yi  s^ruyce ;  but  now  lord,  for  gloiie  of  ]?in 
owe  name,  &  for  sauynge  of  cristene  soulis  wbom  you 
boujttest  wiy  yin  pr^^ious  berte  blood,  &  for  distroynge  of 
boost  &  pride  of  an^tcrist  &  bis  yat  now  ben  so  bei^e  & 
my^tty,  graunte  yi  s^uauntes  grace  to  laste  trewe  in  J^e 
gospel  &  precbe  it  trewely  in  word  &  dede;  &  J^i  lordis 
to  meyntene  it  styfly  ajenst  an^tcristis  derkis;  &  yi 
oomunes,  lorde,  to  kepe  ]dn  bestis  &  knowe  an^tcristis 
1  omitted  X.  *  omitted  X. 
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disceit,  &  clenly  take  ]?i  gospel  in  reuerence  &  lette  not 
for  false  drede  of  an^tcrist  &  oj^^re  fendis.     bo  be  it,  loid. 

Ceipitulum  8"** 

^re*tor*money     -^Jso  pTtflatis  setten  more  pris  bi  }q  roten  peny  ]?a«ne 

^jn^forcainst's  j^j  don  bi  }e  precious  blood  of  ihu  crist,  for  )»e  ende  of 

^'*       '-'       Bchedynge  of  *  cristis  bloode  was  to  saue  maxinus  soulis  & 

it  was  pris  for  hem ;  Jeanne  as  ]?ei  louen  more  J^e  roten  peny 

Jeanne  ^e  sauynge  of  cristene  soulis,  so  ]?ei  louen  more  }e 

roten  peney  )?an  }e  blood  of  ihu  crist,  &  in  tokene  J?^-of  J?ei 

ben  besy  bo]?e  nyjt  &  day  to  gete  }e  )»eny  wi}  falsnesse, 

cantelis  &  tirauntrie,  but  of  mennti^  soulis  is  left  care;  ^if 

J?e  peny  fayle  )?ei  ben  woode  for  wra}?}?e  &  sorowe,  jif  menntw 

toheMomatt^  soulis  gou  to  belle  hi  brekynge  of  goddis  comauitdementis 

^sanji  no  warde,  so  }at  }e  peny  come  faste  to  fiUe  here  hondis  & 

co£fris.    &  herefore  men  seyn  }^i  maken  marchaundise  wi^ 

money  &  mennys  soulis   to  sathanas,   for  ]?ei  ^euen  men 

licence  to  dwelle  in  synne  for  annuel  rente  as  longo  as  hem 

liki]?,  &  yus  sathanas  getib  soulis  to  helle  for  ]?e  roten  peny ; 

^hen  men  reform  for  men  seyn  bat  cavphas  bischopis  ben  sory  whanne  men 

and  cease  to  pay  >'       j  >'  r  ^  ^  y 

nn-renu  forsaken  here  olde  synnes  and  paien  nomore  here  annuel 

rente.  ^  And  seyn  J^at  J^ei  may  not  holde  good  hous  bi  siche 
men,  as  ]?ouj  ]?ei  wolde  sende  ]?ousande  soulis  to  satanas 
for  to  haue  moche  roten  money  &  a  proude  name  in  \q 
world  of  gret  housholdyng. 

CsLpitulum  9"*- 

SruSi^™*"  Also  prtflatis  killen  men  gostly,  jeuynge  euyl  ensaumple  & 
disceyuynge  pore  men  of  here  almes,  &  wij?-drawynge  goddis 
word  bi  whiche  }^i  schulden  lyue  gostly,  for  ensaumple  of 
pride,  coueitise,  wra)»J?e,  vnmercy,  vanyte,  glotonye  &  lecherie 
J^ei  ^euen  to  alle  men  aboute;  &  manye  of  yes  synnes  ben 
so  open  ]?at  it  nedi]?  no  more  to  declare  hem,  but  of  lecherie 

pSatee^*  of  men  seyn  }at  many  pr^latis  ben  ful  yer-of  &  of  J>e  moste 
cursed  spices  ^er-of,  ]?at  it  is  schame  to  written  it  but  more 

curates     ^       to  douc  it  in  dcde ;  &  lowere  curatis  taken  ensaumple  at  hem 
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&  sejn,  whi  may  not  we  haue  lemmsamus  si]?  }e  bisohop  ha]? 

80  manye  ?   &  sugetis  taken  ensaumple  at  here  cnratis,  boj^e  and  laymtn. 

weddid  men  &  sengle.   &  J^ns  pr^latis  bi  ]?is  cursed  ensaumple 

Bleen  in  als  mychel  as  in  hem  is  alle  manure  men,  for  ^ei 

dom  not  for  schame  of  her  owen  synne  sadly  amende  oyere  Prelates  dare  not 

synful,  ne  wij^-stonde  wronges  of  souereyns  }^at  J^ei  don  to  men  of  ^ 

pore  men.  ^  And  here-wib  pr^latis  disceyuen  ^  pore  men  of  nor  oppoM  op- 

pressioiia 

here  almes,  for  bi  fals  pardon  }^ei  maken  men  to  jeue  here 
nedi  Mode  to  here  cathedral  chirches  J^at  ban  no  nede,  & 
make  ^e  pore  men  to  hope  of  more  J^ank  of  goddis  m^cy  to 
don  here  almes  to  riche  houses  &  riche  men  more  ]^an  to  don 
it  to  here  pore  neifeboj^^ns  }^at  ben  bedrede,  febil,  &  crokid 
&  blyndy  &  ^er-wi}  ban  nou^t  of  here  owen.    And  c^tis  J^is 
is  worse  ^efte  J^an  to  robbe  hem  as  an  owtlawe  do}.    For  he 
takiy  comu»ly  gold  or  siluer,  but  }er  prelates  taken  *  bo]?e  of  •[p.  79  ms.] 
pore  men  &  disceyuen  hem  in  fei^,  hope  &  charite,  &  also 
]?ei  suf&en  oj^^re  false  pardoneris  disceyuen  }q  peple  for  a 
litel  money,  &  lesse  curatis  haunten  )^is  false  craft.    ^  Also  Preiatee  take 
]?es  prelates  bi  extorsions  and  maistrie  taken  ]?e  litel  goodSS^^^*^'  ^^ 
}9t  }ei  schulden  lyue  bi  }^at  }ei  geten  bi  gret  swoot  of  here 
body,  &  }^Qs,  as  god  sei}^  of  tyrauntis,  J^ei  taken  here  skyn  Mieah  Ui.  2. 
fro  }e  bak,  &  eten  &  drynkyn  menniM  blood,  whanne  J^ei  be 
raueine  &  ypocrisie  disceyuen  hem  of  here  goodis  bi  whiche 
here  bodely  lif  schulde  be  susteyned,  &  whicbe  goodis  J^ei 
gaten  bi  hard  traueile  &  wastyng  of  flech  &  blood ;  &  }tM 
fei  ben  manquelleris  &  irregnler  bi-fore  god  &  his  aungelis. 
f  Also  }ei  prM^hen  not  cristis  gospel  in  word  &  dede  bi  whiche 
cristene.  men  schuld  lyue  holy  lif  in  charite,  but  blaberen  pnbiiBh  bails  en- 
force an^toristis  bullis  to  maken  cristene  men  to  werre  eche  fight  witli  each 

other. 

yrip  o}ere  in  hope  to  wynne  heuene  bi  siche  werris,  &  jit 
}ei  letten  trewe  men  to  teohe  treuli  &  frely  cristis  gospel 
&  his  comaundementis,  but  J^ei  senden  newe  ypocritis  to 
pr0che  fietblis  &  lesyDgis  &  to  flateren  men  i»  synne,  &  to 
robbe  ]?e  pore  peple  bi  fals  beggynge  dampnyd  of  goddis 
lawe,  &  ^t  ^ei  maken  }e  peple  to  erre  in  bileue  &  to  trowe 
^  diBceyuem  X. 
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}Bt  orist  beggyd  }\ib  als  }ei  don ;  but  certis  }iB  his  an  open 
heresie  ajenst  cfistis  gospel  &  lus  lif,  &  as  }^e  olde  lawe  & 
}^e  newe  schewyn  pleynly ;  &  J^ns  J^es  pr^latis  killen  mennu« 
Thus  th^  km  BouUs  bi  sclauiidre  of  here  owen  enyl  lif,  bi  disceit  of  almes, 
&  suffirynge  of  fidse  techeris  &  false  robberis  of  }q  peple. 

Capitulum  lO*- 

PrdatMitymore     Ou^o  Hs  pr^latis  charsen  more  here  OT?en  ctmsyng,  bat  is 

weight  pn  their  '  ^    ^    j 

owneuraes  than  many  tymys  fals,  )>an  )>e  moste  rijtfol  corse  of  god  almyjtty. 
And  here-bi  ^ei  menen  &  schewen  in  dede  but  falaly  J^at 
}^ei  ben  more  }^an  almyjtty  god  in  trinyte.  %  For  jif  a  man 
be  aoursed  of  pr^latis,  ^  wrongly,  a-noon  alle  men  ben  taujt 

bySprtwM^t.  ^^  ^®™  ^  ^^  *^  ^  *  ^®^  ^'  *  sarsyn,  &  jif  he  dwelle 
fourty  daies  in  here  curs  he  schal  be  taken  to  prison.  But 
^0  ]7at  ben  cursed  of  god  for  bregynge  of  his  hestis,  as 
proude  men,  enuyons,  coueitous,  glotons  &  lecherouse,  ben 
not  ponyschid  J^us,  but  holden  y^uous  &  worj^i  &  manly 
men ;  &  so  goddis  curs  is  seit  at  nou^t  but  wrongful  mannes 
curs  is  chargid  aboue  }^e  cloudis.  And  jit  }^ou}  a  man  be 
cursed  of  god  &  of  a  pr^lat  also  trewly,  ^  he  wole  ;eue 

be^ttgh?  °"^  ^^^  ®^  money  at  a  false  manntM  wille  he  schal  be  assoilid 
as  anemtis  men,  ]?ouj  he  dwelle  in  his  synne  &  }^anne  in 
goddis  curs.     ^  But  see  now  J^e  mysusynge  of  manntM  curs ; 

Qod'»*taw*"u?  J^^  *  trewe  man  displese  a  worldly  pr^lat  for  techynge  & 

under  ourae.  meyuteuynge  of  goddis  lawe,  he  schal  be  sdaundrid  for  a 
ci^rsed  man  &  forboden  to  teche  cristis  gospel,  &  J^e  peple 

•[p.  80  MS.]  chargid  yp  *  peyne  of  J^e  grete  curs  to  flee  &  not  heren  8[i]ch 
a  man  for  to  sane  here  owen  soulis;  &  }^is  schal  be  don 
vnder  colour  of  holynesse;  for  ^ei  wolen  seie  J^at  siche  a 
man  techi}^  heresie  &  brynge  many  false  witnesses  &  notaries 

Unjnit  rules  of  in  his  absence,  &  in  pr^ence  speke  no  word,  &  }^ei  feynen 

eTidenoe. 

yiB  false  lawe,  jif  }^re  or  four  false  witnesses  hirid  bi  money 
seye  sich  a  }^ing  a^nst  a  trewe  man,  }^an  he  schal  not  be 
herd,  J^ouj  he  wolde  prone  J^e  contrarie  bi  two  hundrid  or 
yre;  &  ]?eB  false  men  seye  in  here  doynge  J^at  crist  was 
lafully  don  to  }e  de},  &  susanne  also,  for  bi  sich  witnessis 
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J^ei  weren  dampnjd,  but  cristene    men  bileue  techi]?  ^e 

contrarie.  &  bi  bis  false  lawe  bei  may  prone  heretikU  whom  bj  taoh  rules 

enare  }^ei  wolen;   je,  crist  &  alle  his  apostlis  &  alle  his  may  be  proWf. 

martirs  &  trewe  men  in  yiB  world,  &  prone  eohe  kyng  in 

crifltendom  forsworn  &  no  kyng;   but  c^rtis  god  techi]?  in 

his  lawe  )^at  o  trewe  man,  as  danyel  dede,  schal  connycte 

two  false  pr^tis;  &  ^e  prophete  hely  connycte  ei^te  hundrid  i  Kings  xtUI. 

&  mo  of  false  prratis  &  prophetis  of  baal.     &  ]?es  pr^latis 

wolen  distroie  al  goddis  lawe  }at  techi}^  hon  false  witnesse 

sohullen  be  ponyschid,  for  }ei  wolen  not  haue  hem  conuycted 

of  here  falsnesse  bi  mo  trewe  men ;   &  ^it  whanne  a  man  is 

falsly  cursed  of  a  pr^lat,  ^e  )>ouj  )>e  pr^lat  be  a  deuyl  of  belle,  ^Sed*  m«?^ot 

he  schal  not  be  assoiHd  til  Jat  he  swere  to  stonde  to  here  SS^iSSwIon^* 

dom  Jou  it  be  a^nst  goddis  lawe  &  his  conscience.    &  Jus  Jin^^^jSL!?™*' 

]^ei  ben  fully  contrarie  to  goddis  dom  &  ryjtwisnesse,  for 

}if  a  man  haue  terespassid  neu^e  so  ajenst  god  he  wole 

assoile  him  for  verray  contricion  wi}»-outen  siche  sweryng 

or  chargyng  of  vnresonable  ]^ingis,  but  J^ei  falsly  enhaunsen 

hem  aboue  god  almytti.    ^  pus  it  stondi]?  of  manntM  curs ; 

apostlis  of  crist  hadden  power  to  take  mennys  bodyes  to cSst'Isposaes 

sathanas  to  trtfueilen  hem  whanne  ^ei  weren  rebelle  a^enst  SSdiM^taTlatan 

goddis  hestis  til  Jei  weren  meke  ajen  for  peyne  &  for  woo,  JS^is**^*    ^^ 

&  so  to  sane  Je  soule ;  but  nowe  an^tcristis  clerkis  cursen  ^^^'JjSJ^ 

}e  soule  in-to  helle  as  Jei  feynen,  but  )>e  body  i?  neu^e*^®*®^ 

)^e  more  traueilid.     &  certis  yes  ben  cruel  fadris  J^at  }^us 

▼iolently  cursen  here  children  in-to  helle,  not  for  rebelte 

a^enst  god  ne  his  lawe,  but  for  cristene  men  wij^-stonden 

}e  pr^latis  coueitise  or  his  pride,  or  for  J^ei  techen  &  meyn- 

tenen  }e  gospel  of  ihu  crist     ^  Also  whanne  }ei  cursen  for  Svw'roaiy.*"*' 

here  coueitise  &  here  owen  vengaunce  J^ei  cursen  hem  self, 

as  ye  lawe  sei];,  for  ]?ei  bent  out  of  charite  ajenst  god  & 

man.    ^  Also  whanne  J^ei  cursen  a  man  J^at  meyntene]?  goddis 

lawe  paciently  &  stably  god  blisse]^  a^enst  here  cursyng, 

but  J^ei  blynden  so  ]?e  peple  J'at  goddis  blissyng  is  sett  at 

nouft,  but  here  false  curs  is  drede  more  J^an  god  almy^tty. 

Also  whanne  J^ei  blissen  a  man  J^at  meyntene];  hem  in  here 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


76  OF  PRELATES.  [Chap.  X. 

•[p.  81  MS.]  owsed  *lif  god  bim  self  curse]^  }at  man,  as  god  sei]'  bi  ]^e 
^^^■^****^*  propbete,  but  Jei  blyndyn  so  }?e  peple  }at  bere  false  blissyng 
is  magnyfied  &  goddis  ri^tful  curs  is  not  dred^  &  }^us  }^ei 
putten  goddis  dom  &  blissynge  &  cursynge  bibynde  &  setten 
bem  at  nou^t,  &  magnyfien  bere  owen  false  dom  and  blissynge 
&  cursynge  aboue  god  almyjtty :  but  in  oj^^e  placis  is  more 
of  ]^i8  matere. 

Ceipitulum  II"*- 

^*"^  b*  ^?^*     "^^^  prtflatis  disceyuen  lordis  &  alle  cristene  men  bi  veyn 

prayers  and  new  preieris  of  mou]?,  &  Teyn  knackyng  of  newe  song  &  costy, 
for  bi  title  of  preire  J^ei  ban  many  worldly  lordscbipis  & 

do  not  ftiifli  their  many  pariscbe*  cbircbis  approprid  to  bem,  &  don  Jie\}er  office 
of  pr^latis  as  cristis  disciplis  diden,  neij^er  office  of  lordis  as 
yei  owen  to  do  bi  goddis  lawe,  neij^^r  ^e  office  of  porsones  ne 

but  live  ininxnry  Yekeris  to  bere  pariscbenes;  but  lyuen'  in  pompe  &  pride, 
coueitise,  &  in  wra]^]7e,  Blou]?e  &  in  ydelnesse,  &  stenkynge 
lecberie,  glotonye  &  drou»kenesse,  &  gret  ypocrisie,  and  so 
tecben  Je  fendis  armys  of  synne  &  distroiew  }e  clennesse  of 
cristis  lif  as  mocbe  as  }ei  may.    preiere  stondij  principaly 

Prayer  oonaiata  in  good  lif,  &  of  Ms  preiere  spekib  crist  wba«ne  be  seij  in 

chiefly  in   good        o  /  j       *  *        j    ^  ^ 

.  uf«f  ^e  gospel  yat  we  mosten  eu^e  preie;    for  austyn  &  o]^ere 

seyntis  seyn  as  longe  as  a  man  dwelle]?  in  cbarite  so  longe  be 
and  In  deaire  to  preie]?  wel.    ^  Also  preiere  stondi^  in  boly  desir  to  do  goddis 

wiUe,  &  of  }is  speki}^  goddis  lawe  &  seyntis  ful  mycbe. 
and  in  word.       ^  Also  preiere  stondi]^  in  word,  as  comunly  men  speken,  &  ^is 

is  nou^t  wor]?  but  jif  it  be  don  wi}^  deuocion  &  clennesse  & 
ProT.  xxviii.  9.    holynesse  of  lif.     ^  For  boly  writt  sei)>  }at  bis  prtfynge  is 

abbomynable  ]?at  turned  awey  &  beri}^  nou^t  }e  lawe;  }&t 

is  to  seie,  }at  fulnUi]?  not  goddis  lawe  in  bis  lif.  And  of 
laaiah  i.  lA.        sicbe  vikede  men  aeiy  god  bi  bis  propbete  :  wba»ne  ^e  scbuUe 

multiplie  pure  preieris  y  scbal  not  bere  pu.  %  And  god  sei]? 
Mai.  ii.  2.  bi  ^0  propbete  to  sucbe  men :  y  scbal  warrie  or  curse  to  joure 

ProT.  XT.  8.  blissynges,  &  god  eel}  bi  salamon  ^at  ^e  sacrafice«  of  wicked 
Austin.  iQQi^  boQ  abbomynable,  &  austyn  seij^  in  many  placis  ^at  jif 

yon  lyuest  in  glotonye  &  dronkenesse,  wbat  eu^re  yi  tonge 
X  Ijuem  X. 
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aowneK  l;i  lif  blaspheme^  god ;  &  eregory  seib  whanne  he  Gngory. 

'•'  ^  J    o       7         oo^         I  Prayer  of  wicked 

Jtft  displese];  is  sent  for  to  preie,  wif-outen  doate  }e  herte  men  abominable. 

of  him  ];at  is  wto}  is  stirid  to  worse  wraJ^J^e.    A  lord,  si^ 

pr^latis  ben  so  fer  fro  goddis  lawe  }at  }ei  wolen  not  pr^he 

hem-self  ne  sof&e  oj^^re  men  to  pr^she  ye  gospel  trewely  & 

feelj,  hou  abhominable  is  here  preire  bi-fore  god  almj^tty. 

lord,  si}  pr^latis  witte  not  where  here  preiere  be  acceptable 

or  dampnable,  whi  magnyfien  ^ei  it  so  moche  &  sillen  it  so 

dere  ?  for  a  lewid  manniM  preiere  bat  schaL  be  sauyd  is  wib-  a  good  Uyman's 

^  '  #  /     prayer  better 

oaten  mesnre  betre  )>an  )>at  prelat  Jat  schal  be  dampnyd,  &  ^^  *  i»d  pw- 
sij  no  prelat  whot  where  he  schal  be  dampnyd,  whi  silli)?  ♦  •[?.  82  ms.] 
he  his  cnrsed  preiere  to  be  lewid  man  so  dere  ?  %  And  bdr-fore  worth  of  prayer 

,  us  known  only   to 

god  kepi^  to  his  owne  knowynge  ^e  wor]?3mes8e  of  mannes  Qod. 

preiere,  for  men  schulden  not  Tse  marchaundise  of  symonye 

J^erby ;  for  god  techi}^  vs  be  seynt  poul  ^if  a  man  resceyue 

vnwor)»ily  ^e  sacrament  of  Je  anter  }?at  man  resceyue]?  his  ^  ^o'-  **•  29. 

dampnacion.   And  si^  pr^latis  hondis  ben  ful  of  blood,  boj^e 

of  quellyng  of  men  wi^  here  owen  hondis  snmtyme,  &  bi 

wille  &  feds  conseilynge  to  wronge  werris,  &  fol  of  synne,  as 

symonye,  eztorsions  &  robberie,  &  of  meyntenyng  in  synne 

for  jer  to  jer  for  money,  hou  schal  god  here  hem  ?  si]?  he  seij? 

nay  hym-self  bi  ^e  prophete :  foule  ben  oure  lordis  blent  to 

meyntenen  open  traitours  of  god,  bi  gret  cost  of  rentis  & 

lordischipis  &  ^ifte  of  grete  benefices,  for  here  stynkynge  & 

abhomynable  blastis  &  lowd  criynge;  for  bi  ]?er  grete  criyng  FancUVii  mnsic 

of  song,  as  deschannt,  conntre  note  &  orgene,  )?ei  ben  lettid 

fro  studynge  &  prechynge  of  Je  gospel ;    &  here  owene  Undew  tiiMi 

fyndynge  vp,  ^at  crist  &  apostlis  spoken  not  of,  as  is  ]?is  the  jrospeu 

newe  song,  J^ei  clepen  it  goddis  semyce,  &  magnyfien  it  at 

]?e  falle,  but  good  lif  &  techynge  of  J^e  gospel  J^ei  setten  at 

noujt.    And  ^it  crist  comaundij?  J^at  most  of  alle  J^ingis  in 

yia  world ;  &  }^us  ]?ei  ]?enken  it  ynow^  to  kepe  here  owene 

fyndyngis  and  to  traueilen  aboute  hem,  ]?ou  J^ei  leuen  ]?e 

ordynaunce  of  god  &  studynge  of  his  lawe,   &  }us  it  is 

verrefyed,  but  on  an  euyl  man^e,   )?at  seynt  poul  seij? : 

whaitne  ]?e  prrathod  is  translatid,  it  is  node  }at  }e  lawe  be  Hebrewi  tU.  u. 
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tranalatid;  for  whanne  prrathod  stod  in  holy  pr^stis  of^  lif 

&  studioose  &  kannynge,  }^anne  was  holy  writt  ynow^  to  hem 

&  studied  &  kept  in  dede  wi]?  gret  reuerence;  but  nowe, 

PriMtegirento  whanne  prMhold  stondel  in  peny  clerkis  &  sttfwardis  of 

Mcnlar  office,  as  . 

8tewuds,eto.     lordis  houses  &  ladies  &  ydiotis  &  symonyentis  &  proude 

wrecchis  fill  of  all  manure  synne,  it  is  nede  to  haue  newe 

lawes  maad  of  synful  foolis  to  colouren  yis  synne  by  and  to 

gedre  gredely  ti}^es  whanne  J^ei  don  not  here  office ;    for 

goddis  lawe  helpe}^  hem  not  her-to  but  dampne]?  here  pride^ 

symonye,   coueytise  &  o)ere  synnes.    ^And  ^t  an^tcristis 

^tidirirt'8        clerkis  feynen  )>at  Jouj  synM  pr^latis  &  cursed  ben  not  herd 

£b«Br??*5JSue  ^  ^^™  preiere  for  here  owen  holynesse,  jit  preiere  of*  siche 

of  holy  church,    jg  herd  in  v^tu  of  holy  chirche;  but  J^is  dremyng  nys  not 

groundid  in  ony  place  of  holy  writt,  for  god  sei)>  gen^raly 

J^at  }iB  preiere  is  abhoininable  ]?at  tume}^  awey  &  heri}^  not 

goddis  lawe;  &  comunly  suche  cursed  pr^latis  ben  no  port 

of  holy  chirche,  in  cas  ^at  }^ei  sullen  be  dampnyd;    also 

batOMdoein^  syche  cursed  pr^stis  dispisen  god  in  his  face,  hou  schulde  god 

•[p.  83  MS.]       here  hem  Jeanne,  si}?  in  cas  Jei  ben  fendis  ♦of  helle  ?    %  Also 

when  they  pray  god  henh  not  siche  cursed  men  for  hem  self,  hou  schulde  he 

for  themoeWes.  ' 

Charity  should  }^^^^  here  hem  for  o^ere  men,  whanne  charite  schuld  bigyne 

begin  at  home,    ^i;  hem-self.   ^  Also  in  J^e  olde  lawe  god  tok  gret  vengaunce  of 

hem  ]7at  offreden  oj^er  filer  J^an  god  ordeyned  in  his  sacrafice, 

&  J^is  fire  was  token  of  charite,  }?at  who  eu^re  dede  ony 

sacrifice  to  god  wi}?-outen  charite  schulde  not  ben  acceptid, 

but  Tengaun<»  schulde  come  on  him  o^er  gostly  or  bodily ; 

but  ye  fend  blyndi}?  men  hi  syche  false  colour  to  tristen  in 

ypocntis  preieris,  &  sumtyme  in  preiezis  of  fendis,  &  not  to 

amende  hem  of  here  synne  but  raj^^re  to  meyntene  hem  ^^er- 

Thus  the  people  inne ;  &  }\iA  is  ourtf  peple  disceyued  bi  veyn  preieris  of  synful 

ynSxk  prayers.    ^  ypocfitis,  &  holy  writt  not  knowen  ne  kept,  but  yany te, 

pride  &  oj^^re  synnes  ben  meyntened,  &  holi  lif  of  pr^stiB  & 

o}ere  men  is  dispised. 

1  omitted  X.  >  omitted  X. 
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CspHulum  12'^- 

Frelatis  also  feren  cristene  men  bi  here  false  censures,  as 

.      ,.  ,    ,    ,    .   ,  ,  PrelateBftpirtten 

suspendynge,  cnrsynge  and  enterditjnge,  pat  pei  kepe  not  men  by  falae 

goddis  lawe  &  his  ordynaunce;  for  whanne  prestis  wolden 

gladly  lyne  wel  aftir  }e  gospel,   &  pr^he  goddis  lawe  & 

dispise  &  distroie  synne,  Jeanne  worldly  prelates,  for  drede 

of  here  owen  symonye  &  eztorsions  of  pore  men,  comaunden 

pr^tis  to  pr^he  not  wi)>-outen  here  leue,  &  Jeanne  pr^is  |^,,^^|^u„    ^^^ 

schnllen  neuere  gete  leue  or  ellis  swere  hat  hex  schal  not***P""^ 

*        *  mUeastheyswear 

pr^che  ajenst  )>e  grete  synnes  of  pr^latis.     And  ^if  prestis  "J^  ^if^rfM 
pr^hen  trewely  &  frely   Je    gospel  of   crist  &  reprouen « pwiatw. 
generaly  synne,  Jes  emp^rours  clerkis  )>at  stryuen  ajenst  pg^g^j^^g  ^^^ 
eristis  lyuynge  wolen  somone  hem  fro  centre  to  centre ;  &  pre««^ew- 
|if  ]?ei  dwellen  wi)>  cristene  peple  &  techen^  hem  goddis 
lawe  &  don  not  aftir  here  wrong  heest,  ^  }ei  wolen  suspenden 
pore  pr^tis  fro  masse  &  prechynge  &  alle  goddis  s^ruyoe,  & 
curse  hem  &  prisone  hem  bi  ]?e  kingis  power;   &  so  trewe 
pTffitis  schuUen  be  cursed  &  prisoned  for  ^ei  don  frely  werkis 
of  m^rcy  &  charite  &  comaundement  of   god,  &  leuen  }e 
contrarie   comaundement  of  a  synM  fool  &  in  cas  of  a 
maistir  deuyl  of  helle.     IF  And  jif  lordis  wolen  helpe  pore  ^^ ,  ^ 

If  lords  sopport 

prestis  in  rijt  of  goddis  lawe,  &  brynge  proude  worldly  ^ep'to«t§.  their 
clerkis  to  mekenesse  &  pou^t,  as  god  comaundi]^  hem  in  «nder  interdict, 
hia  lawe,  J^ei  schullen  be  suspendid  from  alle  goddis  seruyce 
and  here  londis  entirditid  &  J^ei  cursed  &  taken  to  prison  ^^  ^^^    ^^^  ^ 
^f  J^ei  stonden  sadde  in  goddis  cause,  &  ^ea  feyned  }^eues  v^iaoa, 
semen  of  ];is,  to  forbede  men  to  do  goddis  s^uyce  &  his 
oomauffdement  &  profit  of  here  soulis  for  feyned  drede'  of 
an^fcrist  &  so  maken  men  more  to  dreden  an^forist  &  his 
peynes,  &  in  caas  synful  foolis  &  deuelys  of  helle,   }^an 
♦almyjtty  god  in  trinyte  &  his  offense,  &  to  lose  be  blisse       a.-uai 
of  heuene;    &  }^us  an^tcristis  pr^latis  don  more  harm  to 
cristene  men  &  maken  hem  more  to  broke  goddis  hestis  J^an 
]?e  deuelis  in  helle,  ^at  neuere  weren  men.    but  ajenst  ye& 
feyned  censures  men  schulden  ben  armed  wi}  fe}  of  ]^e  J£^^i^,^h^n.* 
*  techemX.  *  dredreX. 
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R^M  in  God's  gospel,  }at  }e  more  ]^at  ^ei  forbeden  men  do  goddis  wille, 
}^e  more  Btrong  schulden  ]?ei  be  to  do  it ;  &  drede  not  here 
curs,  for  ]?anne  god  blisBeJ?  hem;  &  a^enst  bodely  peyne 
be  armed  wi]?  pacience  &  charite  &  hope  of  heuenely  blisse ; 
&  }^an  an^tcristiB  power  schulde  soone  be  broujt  doun  & 
holy  writt  knowen  &  kept  &  meyntened;  but  goddis  lawe^ 
is  J^iS)  ];at  pr^latis  pr^e  to  synful  men  ^q  foulnesse  of 
here  gretee  synnys  and  horible  peynes  of  helle,  &  hou 
soone  }ei  may  gete»  m^cy  of  god  in  }e  blisse  of  heaene 

Lords  ibonid     for  verrev  contricion.     And  jif  hei  wolen  not  lene  here 

punish  those  who  ^  *       ^ 

their  o°*  ^Sa*  ^^^  synnes  for  al  J^is,  Jeanne  lordis  schulden  ponysche  here 

bodies  in  prison  or  by  loos  of  catel,  for  }^is  is  lordis  office 

Pormeriy  men    as  petir  &  poul  techen,     Sumtvme  men  weren  forboden  of 

of  evil  life  were        ^  '^  "^ 

forbidden  to      trewe  pTtfstis  to  vse  &  do  sacramentis  in  open  cursed  lif, 

minister  saora-  *"  ^ 

menu.  &  ^at  is  trewe  suspendynge.     But  nowe  goode  men  ben 

suspendid  fro  doyng  of  goddis  hestis  til  J^at  ^ei  paien  a 
NowspriwtmaYgret  tribuyt  to  an^tcrist  or  his  officeris.  But  }o}  a  man 
be  will  pay  a  be  neu^e  80  openly  cursed  of  god  he  schal  be  suffred  ^if 
he  wil  paie  a  rente  to  an^tcrist  or  hise,  pou|  he  neu^re  so 
foule  dispise  god  &  dampne  his  owne  soule  &  dysceyue  ]^e 
peple.  &  ^us  alle  }^es  feyned  censures  ben  an^fcristis  panter 
&  armes,  to  lette  trewe  men  fro  }e  s^ruyce  of  god  almy^tty 
and  to  make  men  to  forsake  god  in  his  lawe  for  drede  of 
an^tcrist  and  fendis  of  helle. 

Capttulum  13*- 

Indulgences.  Also  pr^latis  disceyuen  foule  oristene  men  by  feyned  in- 

.  dulgences  or  pardons  &  robben  hem  cursedly  of  here  money  ; 

for  }e\  techen  men  ^at  for  staciones  of  rome  &  for  ^euyng^  of 

almes  aftir  synful  mennes  wille  J^ei  schullen  haue  J^ousaitdis 

of  ^eris  of  pardon^  &  also  pardon  wij^-outen  noumbre  to 

mannys  vndirstondynge.     &  J^is  pardon  is  forjeuenesse   or 

remyssion  of  pe3mes  whanne  men  ben  verrely  contrit  of  alle 

Pardon  fhnn  sn-  ^^'^  synnes  hi  v^tue  of  cristis  passion  &  martirdom,   & 

p«r^ous  meriu  ^oly  meritis  of  scyutis  Jat  Jei  diden  more  Jan  was  nedful 

1  omitted  X. 
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for  here  owene  blisse.    but  Iib  crist  tau^te  neu^re  in  al  l^e  not  taught  by 

'  '-  ^     ChriBt  or  hig 

gospel  &  neu^re  vsed  it,  nei^ir  petir  ne  poul  or  ony  o^er  apo»ties. 

apostle  of  crist;   &  ^t  ]?ei  myjtten,  couden,  &  weren  in 

most  charite  to  teche  &  yse  ]?i8  pardon  ^if  ]?tfr  had  ben  any 

Biche,  for  in  crist  was  alle  manure  of  good  lore  &  good  lif 

&  charite,  &  most  aftir  in  his  apostlis ;   &  si]?  crist  fond  & 

taa|tte  *al  ];at  is  nedfol  &  profitable  &  he  taujte  not  ];is  *[p.  85  ms.] 

ptfrdon,  }ann  ]?is  pardon  nys  neiyer  nedful  ne  profitable. 

^  AJso  alle  men  ]?at  ben  in  charite  ben  partyneris  of  cristis  j^"  SSi^^arr 

passion,   &  of   alle  goode   dedis  fro  >e  bigynnynge  of  }e  Sffilt'fViSiioii. 

world  til  J^e  last  ende  ]?er-of,  bi  }e  most  ryjtful  delyng  of 

ihu  crist  as  moche  as  it  is  ry^tful,  &  more  scbal  no  man 

haue  for  no  grant  of  ony  ^  creature  of  god ;  ]?an  for  J^is  popis 

grannt  or  bischopis  neu^re  ^e  more  of  pardon,     panne  men 

ben  grete  fooiis  ]?at  bien  ]?es  bulles  of  pardon  bo  dere,  &  JJStoSiyfheM 

maken  hem  more  bisy  to  geten  hem  J^an  to  kepe  ye  hestis  of  ^^^' 

god  &  to  ^eue  here  almes  to  ye  most  pore  &  nedi  nei^eboris ; 

for  it  seme];  yat  yei  ben  out  of  fei]?,  hope  &  charite;  for 

}ei  tristen  to  haue  more  ]?ank  to  do  here  almes  aftir  synful 

menntM  wille  &  techynge,  ^e  to  ryche  houses  or  ryche  men 

yat  han  no  nede,   ]?an  for  to  do  here  almes  aftir  cristis 

techynge  &  to  most  nedy  men.     ^  Also  ^if  ye  day  of  doom  The  day  of  jadg- 

come  bi-fore  pes  pousand  ^eer  of  pardon  come  out,  panne  before  th^e  par. 

yea  pardons  ben  false,  for  aftir  ye  dom  schal  be  no  purga-  pired. 

tone;   but  no  man  wot  hou  soone  ye  doom  scbal  come; 

ne]?ele8  ye  pope  &  his  officeris  in  yes  indulgences  presumen 

to  ben  euene  yriy  god  in  knowynge  c^rteynly  ]?e  comyng 

of  ye  dom  &  in  departyng  of  mentis  to  whom  yat  hem 

liki]?.     But  bo]?e  ]?es  ben  enproprid   to  god,   &  yan  it  is 

blasphemye  for  ony  creature  to  take  ]?is  to  hym  as  do]?  ye 

pope  wiy  his  meyne.     %  Also  it  semeb  ]?at  ]?e  pope  &  his  ben  The  pope  is  want- 
ing m  charity  if 

out  of  chante  jif  yere  dwelle  ony  soule  m  purgatorie,  for  any  one  remains 

tn  purgatory* 

he  may  wij»  fnl  herte  wij-outen  ony  oyer  cost  delyuere 

hem  out  of  purgatorie,  &  yei  ben  able  to  resceyue  suche 

helpe  dy  yei  ben  in  grace ;  ]?an  pf  he  delyuere  hem  not  out 

^  no  X. ;  bat  corrected  in  margin. 
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of  pMTgatorie  him  lack!]?  charite,  &  ^if  lie  bane  not  power  to 

delyo^re  alle  J^an  is  he  out  of  charite  &  disceyn^e  of  manntM 

Boule,  si]?  lie  techi]?  ]7at  his  gostly  tresoor  es  endles  meche, 

&  is  neu^re  }e  lease  you}  he  p<»rtid  it  gOD^raly  among  alle. 

whatoSRjj^  H  ^l8<>  it  passej?  manntM  knowynge  what  is  goddis  dom  to 

™^^  *  suche  soulis,  ]?anne  it  seme]?  a  gret  pride  for  a  synfdl  man  to 

make  hym  oerteyn  &  maistir^  of  goddis  dom  ];at  he  knowi]?  not. 

are'ffiY*'^?"'    If  ^^  y^^  pardons  gon  not  for  charite  but  for  worldly  drit  as 

money.  {^  seme]?,  for  ^if  pardon  schulde  be  granntid  it  sohulde  be 

Tbey  »boaid  be  graunted  for  to  make  pees  &  charite,  &  not  for  to  make 

given  to  make    °  .  ^  ' 

men  better.        discencion  &  werris,  &  0  oristene  man  to  slen  his  bro]?^ ;  & 

for  to  stire  men  to  kepe  goddis  hestis,  not  to  do  aftir  singoler 

wille  or  worldly  profyt  of  synful  men  ]?at  seken  here  owene 

worschipe  or  worldly  wynnynge  more  ]?an  sauyng  of  oristene 

soulis ;  &  for  to  seie  ]?e  pater  noster  ]?at  crist  made  hym  self, 

•[p.  86  MS.]       &  not  for  singoler  preieres  made  of  vs  self  ♦  for  loue  of  an 

er]?ely  kyng ;  but  in  al  ]?is  is  ]?e  contrarie  don  as  men  seyn 

in  dede,  wherfore  it  is  al  out  of  charite  &  ]?an  it  is  nou^t 

rokSSi  gift*     ^^^i'    H  -^^80  pf  ]?is  pardon  be  an  heuenely  jiefte  &  gostly  it 

frw^?  ^  ^^^  schulde  be  jeuen  frely  as  crist  techi]?  in  ]?e  gospel,  &  not 

for  money  ne  worldly  goodis  ne  fleshly  fauofir ;  but  jif  a 

riche  man  wol  hie  dere  ]?e  bulle,  he  schal  haue  a  bulle  of 

A  ricb  man  may  pardon  wi]?  ]?ousand  jeris  ]?ouj  he  be  cursed  of  god  for  his 

years.  synful  lif,  &  a  pore  bederede  man  ]?at  ha]?  no  money  &  may 

man  tbat  can't  not  trauoilo  to  rome  or  to  suche  ano]?tfr  place,  he  schal  haue 

gets  none.         no  pardon  of  ]?e  pope,  ]?ou^  he  be  holy  &  ful  of  charite :  ]?an 

si]?  ]?is  pardon  schulde  be  frely  jouen,  ^if  y&r  ony  suche  be,  it 

Tbey  say  tbat  tbe  is  ]?efte  [&]  roberie  to  take  ]?U8  myche  gold  ]?^-fore ;  but  here 

payment  Is   for  .,  ^a-i«j.i  -..         «  <■        ^ja-. 

tbe  seal.  ypocntis  soyn  pat  pei  taken  no  ping  for  pardon  but  for  pe 

Our  country  pays  buUo  ]?at  is  sclid :  Curtis  a  litel  deed  leed  costi]?  many  ]?ouBand 
poundsfor  a  pond  hi  jcro  to  ouie  pore  lond,  sikir©  J?ei  disceyuen  J?e  peple 
They  sell  tbe  &  iapcu  hem,  for  ]?ei  sillen  a  faat  goo's  for  litel  or  nou^t,  but 
and  charn  for  ]?e  garlck  costi]?  many  shillyngis.  ^  Also  ]?is  feynd  pardon 
disceyue]?  many  men,  for  riche  men  tristen  to  flee  to  henene 
Pardons  »^e  yer-hi  wi]?-outen  peyne  &  ]?^-fore  dreden  aynne  J?e  lesse,  & 
sin  less.  of  Ywxej  coutncion  &  leuynge  of  synne  &  of  doynge  almes  to 
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most  nedy  men  U  lytil  spoken  oi^  for  fif  it  were  soj^ly  teld 

}is  pardon  schulde  be  setfce  at  noujt.    gret  fiEdsiiesBe  is  J^is  to 

magnyfie  ]?e  popis  power  so  myqhil  in  pnrgatorie  ]?0t  no  man  wrong  thai  to 

here  can  teche  bi  holy  writt  ne  reson,  sip  we  seen  in  ]?i8  ^^^wer. 

world  }at  a  litel  harlot  dispise]?   ]re    pope  &   stroie]?   his  Pope's  weakness 

on  ewrtli* 
lordischipe,  &  jit  he  do}  al  his  myjt,  alle  his  witt,  &  alle  his 

wille,  to  be  yengid  ypon  siche  a  pore  harlot.    ]?ane  it  seme]? 

for  many  skiUis  ]?at  J^is  feyned  pardon  is  a  sotil  marchauTtdise 

of  an^t'cristis  derkis,  to  magnyfie  her  feyned  power  &  to 

geten  worldly  goodis,  6;  to  make  men  drede  not  synne,  but 

sikirly  to  walwe  ]?^-inne  as  hogges ;    &  merueile  it  is  ]?at 

synfnl  foolis  doren  grannte  ony  ^ing  of  meritis  of  seyntis ; 

for  al  ^at  en^re  ony  seynt  dide  may  not  brynge  o  soule  to  xo  saint  bv  his 

merits  can  bring 

henene  wi];-outen  grace  &  myjt  of  cristis  passion,  &  alle  one  soui  to 

meritis,  ]?at  ben  medeful  dedes,  of  alle  seyntis  but  only 

cristis  ben  not  euene  wor]?  to  ]?e  ioie  of  heuene,  as  poul 

sei]?;  &  ab  god  grauntil?  to  echo  man  port  of  aUe  medeful  Ood  grants  merit 

,    a»       1  1    1         .     .  .  Ill  ^  °^®"  without 

dedis  aLs  mochel  as  it  is  worpi,  no  man  schal  haue  more  part  regard  to  buUs. 

of  ^es  dedis  for  alle  ]?es  bulles,  &  neu^e  ]?e  lasse  ^ouj  no 

man  graunte  siche   port  ne    siche  bullis ;    &  J^es  feyned 

pardons  maken  men  to  tristen  more  in  grauntynge  of  a  synful 

man,  &  in  cas  of  a  denyl  of  helle,  ]?an  in  ]?e   rijtfuleste 

graont  of  houre  lord  ihu  crist.     almyjtty  god  for  his  endeles 

m^rcy  distroie];  ]?is  pride,  ooueitise,  ypocrisie  &  heresie  *  of  •[?.  87  ms.] 

^is  feyned  pardon,  &  make  men  bisi  to  kepe  his  hestis  &  sette 

fully  here  triste  in  ihu  crist.     Amen. 

Capitulum  14"*' 
Prelatis  also  maken  he  weie  to  henene  hardere  ban  crist  Prelates  make 

'  '^  hard  the  way  to 

made  it,  &  so  letten  men  to  go  to  heuene  &  ]?^-fore  ben  hearen, 
cursed  of  god.    For  ^ei  entren  not  hem  self  into  J^e  kyngdom  Mattxziii.  is. 
of  heuene  &  letten  hem  ]?at  wolden,  as  crist  seip  in  J^e 
gospel,   for  J^ei  make  many  newe   lawes   of  hem  self,   &  ^7  °^  ^^* 
chargen  men  to  studie  hem  &  kepe  hem  more  ]7an  J^e  gospel ;  making. 
&  a}  }e  gospel  &  holy  writt  is  occupacion  ynow}  for  men 
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in  J^is  lif,  }e  more  }at  men  be^  occupied  abouten  mannjs 

lawis  ]70t  ezpounen  not  J^e  gospel,  J^e  more  }ei  ben  drawen 

fro  J^e  gospel  &  J^e  lesse  knpwen  ^at  &  ]?e  worse  kepen  it. 

They  add  new   ^  ALso  pr^latis  maken  many  newe  poyntis  of  bileue,  &  seyn 

creed-  j^at  it*  is  not  vnow?  to  bUeue  in  ihu  cnst  &  to  be  cristened, 

Mark  xtL  16.  .  , 

as  crist  sei]?  in  ^e  gospel  of  mark.  But  jif  a  man  bUene  )at 
as  the  pope's     he  biscbop  of  rome  be  beayd  of  boly  cbirche.     And  c^is 

headship  of  the  -'^  ^  ^  ^ 

church.  j^e  aposuis  of  ihu  crist  constreynenden  neu«re  ony  man  to 

bileue  }iB  of  hem  self,  &  pt  )ei  weren  certeyn  of  here 
sauynge  in  heuene  ;  hon  sohnlde  ];an  ony  synful  wrecche, 
]iat  wot  neutfre  where  he  schal  be  dainpnyd  or  sanyd,  con- 
streyne  men  to  bileue  yat  he  is  heuyd  of  holy  chirche  ?  certis 

SwJ**^  ^  *  }^^  constreynen  men  sumtyme  to  bileue  J«t  a  deuyl  of  belle 
is  heuyd  of  holy  chirche,  whanne  }e  biscbop  of  rome  schal 
be  dampnyd  for  his  cursed  endynge  in  synne. 

C^pitulum  16"- 

u^Jud  '^^SnT'      ^^^  pr^latis  magnyfien  hem  self  abouen  ihu  crist  god  and 

his  works.         man.    Por  ihu  crist  comaundid  &  taujte  opynly  J^ot  men 

schulden  not  ^eue  credence  to  hym  but  }if  he  dede  ye  werkia 

of  ]?e  fadir  of  heuene.     But  cure  pr^latis  chalengen  yat  we 

^eue  credence  to  hem'  where  J^ei  don  wel  or  euyl.     Also 

crist  sei^  to  J^e  iewis  of  him  self  yat  yei  schuUen  deme  a 

John  ^.84.       rijtful  doom  &  not  aft^  fe  face.    And  in  his  passion  tyme 

crist  bade  a  synful  harlot  &  cursed  to  here  wittenesse  of 

Prelates  say  that  cuylc  in  cas  jif  crist  had  seid  eny  euyle.    But  cure  pr^latis  }at 

oaSht'not^^to     dou  euyle  boje  in  dede,  speche  &  ]?oujt,  crien  kenely  yat 

sugetis  schullen  not  deme  hem,  J^ouj  ^ei  don  opynly  ajenst 

2  Cor.  zii.  2.       chaiite.     also  poul  biddi]?  y^t  his  sugetis  demen  yat  ying  yat 

he  sei^  aft^  yat  he  was  rauyschid  in-to  J^e  ]?ridde  heuene ; 

but  cure  pr^latis  wolen  not  yat  we  deme  here  seiynge,  you} 

it  be  contrme  to  goddis  lawe  opynly,  &  certis  ]?is  is  ]?e 

deuyl  cast  of  belle  to  distroie  ^e  treu]^  of  holy  writt  &  ye 

lif  of  ihu  crist  &  his  apostlis,  and  to  coloure  pride  &  coueitise 

1  Qmitte4  X.  *  omitted  Z. .  >  omitted  X. 
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&  symonye  &  extorsions  as  moche  as  euere  ^ei  woleii;  for  bi 
here  cast  men  schollen  not  reproue  hem  J^er-of,  what  synne 
en^re  Jei  don. 

Capitulum  16™- 

Prelatis  also  constreynen  men  to  *  cesse  &  do  not  'be  wille  •[v-  88  ms.] 

^  Prelates  prevent 

&  bestis  of  god,  bnt  jif  ]?ei  han  leue  of  goddis  enemy s,  &  m  men  from  d^g 
cas  of  denelis  of  helle.    For  jif  pr^tis  wolen  seie  here  masse 
&  techen  ]?e  gospel  in  a  bischopis  diocise,  a  noon  he  schal  ^^J^^  ""•• 
be  forboden  bnt  )if  he  bane  lene  of  >at  bischop,  &  he^  schal  withont  leare  of 

'  /  r»  the  bishop, 

paie  oomnnly  for  ^at  lene  myche  money  or  ellis  swere  J^at  he 

schal  not  speke  a^enst  grete  synnes  of  J^at  bischop  &  oj^^re 

prmtis  &  here  Msnesse.      And  ^it  it  is  a  grete  work  of 

charite  &  nurcy  to  teche  men  ]7e  rijtte  weie  to  heuene,  &  ]?es 

men  schnllen  nout  doo  wil^-outen  leue  of  le  bischop,  hom  though  he  may 

he  be  nen^re  so  proud,  neudre  so  coueitous  &  cursed  for 

symonye  &  extorsions,  &  many  tymes  sich  a  bischop  schal  be 

dampnyd,  &  ]?anne,  as  crist  sei]?,  he  is  a  deuyl.     J^an  it  is 

Terefied  J^at  a  cristene  man  schal  not  do  ]?e  wille  of  god  with- 

outen  leue  of  goddis  enemye,  &  of  a  fend  of  helle ;  as  |if  ]?e 

lene  &  fe  comaundement  of  god  were  not  ynow;  to  don  his 

wille,  but  ^  a  man  bane  leue  of  siche  a  cursed  creature. 

And  ;if  siche  a  cursed  c;reature '  seie  nay,  goddis  wille  schal 

ben  yndon  &  his  lawe  &  wille  vnknowen  and  not  kept.    And 

^is  is  don  for  drede  of  loos  of  here  worldly  pride  &  coueitise, 

&  of  worldly  lordischipis  J^at  J^ei  han  ajenst  cristis  lawe  & 

his  techynge  &  his  owen  lif   and  his  apostlis ;    but  J'is 

•forbedyng  is  colourid  by  holynesse,  for,  as  prelatis  feynen,  it  is  pretended 

•  -  that  this  is  to 

pore  prAstis  wolden  teche  heresie  for  lei  knowen  not  goddis  stop  poor  priests 

preaching  heresy. 

lawe ;  but  c^rtis  ]?es  prelatis  demen  heresie  alle  }at  is  a^enst  xbey  oaii  aii 
here  lykyng  &  lustis  of  here  flech ;  &  J^ei  ben  ful  vnable  to  heiLy.  ^^ 
teche  }e  treuj^e  of  goddis  lawe,  for  ]?ei  studien  not  J^er  aboute 
&  lyuen  controriously  yer-to ;  wherefore  ]?e  holy  gost  teohi]? 
hem  not  al  8oJ?e,  but  J^e  spirit  of  lesyngis  steri]?  hem  to  lette  "^e  »pwt  of  Ues 
knowy[n]ge  of  goddis  lawe  &  sauynge  of  soulis  ynder  colour  S?*®^^?®^iJ' 
»  omitted  X.  «  omitted  X.  *  ^'^• 
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Prelates  refute 
obedience  and 
taxes  to  secular 
lords. 


Christ  paid  tri- 
bute to  tlie 
Emperor. 


•[p.  89  MS.] 


■  As  Ticars  of 
Christ  they 
should  Rire 
example  of 
meekness; 

But  are  most 
rebellious, 


and  maintain  sin 
by  their  example. 


of  holynesse,  for  J^ei  demon  bi-fore  fat  men  wolen  teche 
heresie ;  as  jif  J^ei  weren  euene  wi]?  god  knowynge  mennys 
hertis.  And  ^if  pore  men  seyn  J^e  soj^e  ^at  no  man  may  ajen 
seie,  J^an  pr^latis  seyn  ]?at  it  is  '  seyd  for  euyl  entent  &  so 
hyndren  J^e  treuj^e  &  taken  vp  hem  ]ie  dom  ]^at  is'  resemyd 
to  god  him  self^  &  J^^rfore  J^ei  ben  blasphemes. 

Capitulum  IT""' 

Also  pr^latis  distroien  most  J^e  obedience  &  mekenesse  of 
goddis  lawe,  for  J^ei  seie  "pat  ]?ei  owen  not  to  be  suget  to 
seculer  lordis  to  paien  hem  taxis  in  helpe  of  ye  comunes, 
&  owen  not  to  be  amendid  bi  here  sngetis  of  here  opyn 
synnesy  but  only  of  J^e  pope  ^at  is  here  souereyn;  &  he 
of  no  man  in  herj^e  for  he  is  greteste  of  alle.  for  onre 
lord  ihu  crist  was  suget  to  ^e  he]?ene  emp«ro«r  &  paide 
him  tribute  for  hym  &  his  chirche,  &  |it  he  hadde  no 
seculer  lordischipe  ne  plente  of  dymes,  moche  more  schulden 
*  ]?es  riche  pr^is,  ]7at  han  seculer  lordischipe  ajenst  goddis 
lawe  &  grete  luelis  &  plente  of  worldly  goodis,  helpe  ]?e 
kyng  &  ye  lond  to  meyntene  pore  men  in  reste  &  charite. 
&  eiy  crist  was  most  meke  &  most  obediente  to  al  men. 
And  J^es  pr^latis  ben  vikeris  of  crist  to  }eue  ensaumple  of 
mekenesse,  yei  owen  to  be  most  meke  &  obedient  to  alle 
here  sugetis;  for  bi  goddis  lawe  eche  man  owe]?  to  be  suget 
&  obedient  eche  to  oy&re  in  J^e  drede  of  crist.  Also  in  dede 
J^ei  schewen  most  rebelte  a^enst  god  &  cristene  men,  lyuynge 
in  pride,  coueitise,  idelnesse,  extorsions,  lecherie,  glotyne 
&  wastynge  of  pore  menntM  gboddis,  &  J^us  yei  ben  lik  to* 
lucifer  &  ben  an^icristis,  holdynge  hem  self  more  wor]?i 
]7an  eutfre  was  ihu  crist  god  &  man.  And  it  seme];  ]?at  }ei 
techen  here  sugetis  heresie  bi  here  false  open  lif,  for  here 
lif  schulde  be  bokis  of  '  o^^re  sugetis  vnder  hem,  &  as  bokes 
ben '  false  yat  techen  heresie,  so  ben  yes  pr^latis  heretikis  ]?at 
tecben  &  meyntenen  synne  bi  here  cursed  ensaumple  ^euynge. 

^  omitted  X.  *  omitted  X. 

>-)  ThiB  18  added  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  in  a  later  hand,  and  ragetis 
is  written  sugenes. 
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Ceiptiulum  18*- 

Pr^latas  also  ben  worse  ];an  iewis  )at  naileden  crist  on  PreiatM  pene- 
}e  croBf  for  J^ei  pnrsnen  crist  in  his  membris  for  J^ei  seyn  hia  memben, 
}e  treu^e  a^enst  here  cnrsed  lif,  &  sclanndren  hem  wi} 
lesingis,  &  cursen  hem  &  prisonen  hem  &  slen  hem,  algatis 
in  wille.    And,  as  crist  sei^,  it  is  all  on  to  dispise  &  pursne 
on  }at  Beiy  }e  tren]7e  of  crist  &  to  pursue  crist  god  &  man. 
And  }is  newe  pursuynge  of  pr^latis  is  don  hi  more  sutil 
ypocrisie  &  aft^r  more  benefice  resceyxied  of  cristis  passion, 
&  whanne  it  were  most  nede  to  haue  helpe  in  goddis  cause 
ajenst  an^toristis  derkis^  ^at  destroyen  ye  treu^e  of  cristis 
lif  &  his  apostlis  in  word  &  dede ;  &  pt  pr^latis  resceyuen 
&  axon  gredely  ^at  ilke  money  for  whiche  iust  blood  is  Se  *monc^or 
spilt,  }at  fe  iewis  wolden  not  do;  &  ou^  y'lB  prrfatis  sillen  J^S^J"*^^^^ 
cristene  soulis  to  sathanas  for  money,  &  so  in  manure  defoulen 
cristis  blood  &  setten  it  at  noujt ;  &  bisien  hem  nyjt  &  day 
hou  yei  may  hi  an^icristis  iurdiccion  &  feyned  censures 
stoppe  prMtis,  yat  yei  prrahen  not  ]?e  gospel  to  delyuere 
soulis  out  of  ye  deuelis  bondis. 

Capitulum  19*- 

Prelatis  also  Inaken  hem  self  most  vnable  to  kepe  J^e  gospel  £]^J^ye8*ftSn 
of  crist  bi  here  grete  bysynesse  abouten  roten  goodis,  &  bi  ^(^^  Sdr'^*' 
pompe  &  host  of  yin  world,  for  J^ei  ben  most  bisi  of  alle  men  ^^^^' 
in  ye  world  to  geten  worldly  goodis  bi  purchase,  &  to  holden  litigioiuDeM. 
hem  bi  false  plee,  &  disdeyne  to  see  a  pore  manntM  rijt  & 
worche  aflw  good  conscience,  but  jif  ony  man  kaste  to  helpe  Hunt  down  any 

o  J  /  J  r    one  who  supports 

pore  men  in  here  rijt  ajenst  grete  prelatis  he  schal  haue  here  g^f^^^^y^^ 

enemyte,  &  be  sdatmdrid  to  J^e  kyng  &  grete  lordis,   & 

pursued  bi  false  oautelis  til  he  be  Tudon,  ^if  yei  may  bi  ony 

lesyng.     so  yat  whaime  }ei  schulden  ben  most  wilful  pore  & 

pTM^he  ye  gospel  *  of  cristis  pou^  &  his  apostlis,  yei  may  not  *[p.  90  ms.] 

for  schame,  for  sdaundryng  of  hem  self,  and  lest  l^ei  maken  Are  uhamed  to 

,  ,  -    .  DKBoh  the  troth 

here  owen  ypoorisie  knowen  to  ye  peple ;  &  herefore  pei  feet  it  reflect  on 
1  omitted  X. 
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biden  cristis  pou^  fro  ]?e  peple,  &  lien  vpon  hym  cursedly 
to  coloure  here  worldly  lif ;  for  here  J^ou^t,  speche,  cost  & 
troneile  is  more  aboute  worldly  goodis  ^an  goddis  lawe  in 
studynge  &  techynge  &  holy  lif  of  hem  self  &  J^e  peple. 

Pomp  and  «picn-  And  in  Worldly  aray  &  wast  meyne  &  grete  corseris  &  clo]?i8 
of  gold  &  worldly  armnre  ]?ei  passen  erlis,  &  atteynen  to 

siar  men  ^th  kyngis  aray  in  bataile  to  alee  cristene  men  wi]?  here  owen 
cruel  &  cursed  hondis ;  but  hou  may  ]?ei  pr^he  }e  gospel  of 
pacience,  meknesse,  pees  and  charite  in  ]?is  cursed  vengaunce 

koSiST  ^'**'*  takynge  ?  c^rtis  }ei  ben  sathanas  knyjttys,  turned  in-to 
angelis  of  li^t  bi  name  of  pr^stod  and  religion,  to  disceyue 
cristene  peple  in  fei]?,  hope  &  charite.  but  woo  to  suche 
an^icfistis  prelatis,  }us  blasphemynge  crist  &  sclaundrynge 
cristene  men, 

Capitulum  20~- 
PreUteB  teach        Also  pr^latis  techen  &  hiren  lordis  &  comunes  &  clerkis  to 

men  to  maintain 

them   m   their  blaspheme  god  &  dispise  his  lawe  &  ordynaunce;  for  l^ei 

wickedneH* 

techen  lordis  &  alle  oj^^e  men  to  meyntene  hem  in  worldly 
lordsohipis,  pompe  &  pride,  coueitise,  extorsions,  piliynge  & 
robbynge  of  }e  peple  vud^r  colour  of  holy  correccion.  & 
notwij^stondynge  J^at  goddis  lawe  &  ensaumple  of  cristis  pore 
life  dampnen'  seculer  lordschipis  in  clerkis  &  coueitise  & 
worldly  lif,  fit  )ei  graunten  pardon  wij^-outen  mesure  & 
fouen  grete  benefices  &  huge  tresofir  of  gold  &  worldly 
fauour  &  sathanas  blissyng  to  lordis,  clerkis  &  comineris,  for 
to  meyntene  an^fcristis  worldly  clerkis  in  }gb  synnes  ajenst 
god  &  his  halwen,  &  for  to  pursue  &  sclaundre  &  enprtsone 

And  to  penecnte  &  dee  &  brenue  pore  prratis  ]?at  techen  holy  writt  &  cristis 
gospel  of  pou^  &  mekenesse  ajenst  here  worldly  lif.  &  to 
yiB  ende  }es  wickid  ydolatrours,  worschiperis  of  false  goddis, 

FaiM  pardont.  graunten  to  yeB  manquelleris  out  of  bileue  &  charite  pardons, 
part  of  massis  &  o}6re  preieris,  ^  to  flee  to  heuene  bi-fore  J^e 
bodi  be  cold,  &  ]^us  blynde  an^icristis  pr^latis  leden  blynde 
lordis,  clerkis  &  comunes  to  belle  for  coueitise  &  brekynge  of 
goddis  comaundementis. 

1  dampnem  X. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


chaf.xxil]  of  prelates.  89 


Cspitulum  2V' 

Prelatis  also  setten  more  pris  bi  here  owen  tradicions,  PreiateB  lay  more 
maade  for  to  meyntene  here  pride  &  worldly  wynnynge,  ^an  own  oonstita- 
bi  ]?e  gospel  of  ihu  crist;  for  ]7ei  studien  faste  &  techen  here  Chiiit's  gotpei. 
oweDO  constitaeioiis,  &  ponyschen  men  ^  sore  ^if  ^ei  don  oujt 
a^nst  hem  or  kunnen  hem  not,  but  ^ei  studien  litel  or  nou^ 
cristis  gospel  &  lease  teohen  it,  &  reckon  lest  you}  men 
knnnen  not  J^e  gospel  ne  kepen  it  not ;  but  faste  J^ei  techen 
}e  nede  &  ^e  auauntage  &  trew^e  of  here  owen  lawis,  & 
seyn  fat  *holy  writt  is  hard,  not  so  nedful  as  here  owen  •rp.9iM8.] 
lawes.  but  it  is  false  to  he  lett^re,  &  men  wityl'  neu^re  what  writ  is  bard  and 

^  not  literally  trae. 

it  mene}.     &  ]?us  ]?ei  seyn  in  dede  }ai  newe  lawes,  maade  in 

tyme  fat  sathanas  is  vnbouitden  of  worldly  prelatis  fal  of 

coueitise  symonye  &  heresie,  ben  bet^e  &  trewere  Jran  lawe 

of  J^e  gospel,  maad  &  taujt  of  ihu  crist  god  &  man ;  &  on  ]?is 

ypocrite  man^e  ]?ei  seyn  pronely  }at  fonnyd  worldly  here-  JSiulh^YereSoa 

tikes  ben  wiser  &  trewere  }aa  }e  holy  gost,  fan  cnst  &  SS^ohSIt.  *^ 

his  apostlis;  ^ee  }at  ]?es  worldly  derkis  ben  wise  &  trewe 

&  in  grete  charite,  &  god  }e  trinyte  &  ihu  crist  &  his 

apostlis  ben  foolis,  false  &  out  of  charite ; '  a}  fes  worldly 

moldwaipis  ful  of  symonye  &  heresie  maken  so  open  lawis 

so  profitable  &  so  trewe,  &  god  wif  his  helperis  makef 

derke  lawis  vnprofitable  and  vntrewe. 

CsLpttulum  22~- 

Also  prelatis  techen   hat  >er  nys  no  >ing  leful  in  holy  PrdateB  teaoh 

X.'     X.      '  t.  -v        /      1  fl_  J,  «        ,.     .  .    t^*  nothing  is 

cnirche  m  erbe  wip-outen  leue  &  confermynge  of  an^tcnst,  lawfu    witbont 

,  leareofthepope, 

&  maken  all  ]?e  chirche  suget  to  hym ;  for  fei  seyn  openly 

J^at  }er  is  no  fmg  leffel  among  cristene  men  wi];-outen  leue 

of  fe  bischop  of  rome,  foil}  he  be  an^icrist  ful  of  symonye  ^^  "£7  ^ 

&  heresie ;  for  comunly  of  alio  pr^stis  he  is  most  controrie  for  he  ia  usually 

to  crist  bof  e  in  lif  &  techynge,  &  he  meyntenef  most  synne  most  oontrary  to 

Ml      .  •  a^    1  1  »     1        •  .  Christ  in  life  and 

prraylegiesy  ezempeions  &  longe  plees,   &  he  is  most  teaching. 

^  more  X.  *  &  X  AJL 
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proud  a^enst  cristis  mekenessei  most  coueitons  of  worldly 
goodis  &  lordschipis  a^enst  J^e  potmt  of  crist  &  bis  apostlis, 
&  most  idel  in  gostly  werkis  &  occupied  in  worldly  causes 
a^enst  orist  besy  traueyle  &  his  apostlis  in  prM^bynge  of  J^e 
gospel,  &  most  principale  sillere  of  benefices  &  yeyn  in- 
dulgencis  &  sacramentis  wbere  orist  comauitdi]'  men  to  ^ue 
frely  alle  gostli^  ymgis  as  ^ei  ban  frely  resceyued  bem  of 
god.  &  jit  }eB  worldly  pr^latis  feynen  }at  it  is  not  lefful 
They  My  fhat  a  to  a  prest  to  tecbe  cristis  gospel  frely  wil'-outen  licence 

priest  may   not  '^  o    xr  j         j 

t«wh  Ae  gospel  of  bym  or  bis  prdatis  vnd^  bym,   ]?ouj  god  oomaundfip 

himorhte.        prdstis,  bi  Open  tecbynge  &  bis  lawe  and  opyn  ensaumple 

of  cristis  lif,  to  tecbe  ^is ;  &  so  ]?ei  menen  J^ot  jif  }iB  proude 

That  is,  a  print  pr^gt  &  contrarie  to  crist  &  bis  lawe  sonde  not  a  oristene 

may    not    fulfil  ^ 

God'aoommanda  man*  bi  wituesse  of  bis  bullis  or  lettms  of  bis  lowers 

■without  the  leare 

of^riat»a  prdatis  be  may  not  fulfil  }e  bestis  of  god  ne  werkis  of 
m^cy ;  &  so  jif  ^is  principal  enemy  of  crist  &  bis  coueitous 
derkis  wolen  lette  a  oristene  man  to  kepe  goddis  bestis  & 
poyntis  of  cbarite,  be  mot  leue  goddis  comauitdement  vndon 
&  obicbe  to  bem  at  bere  wille,  &  }ub  }ei  menen  }iB  ends 
yat  cnstene  men  may  not  come  to  beuene  bi  kepynge  & 
boldynge  of  trewe  feij?  &  cbarite  but  jif  an^iorist  &  bis 
worldly  clerkis,  ful  of  coueitise,  symonye  &  beresie,  ben 
meyntened  in  bere  olde  pride  &  cursednesse  ajenst  treu];e 
of  god  almyjtty;   for  ellis,  as  ^ei  feynen,  yer  may  be  no 

•[p.  92  MS.]  biscbop  no  prrat  *  ne  cristendom  ne  sacromentis ;  but  certis 
J^is  »i8  foule  beresie  &  blaspbemye,  for  berby  oristene  men 

S*  rowcct^to*^^  ben  suget  to  an^icrist  &  bis  symonye  &  feyned  censuris  & 

antichrist  more  to  satbanas  more  ban  to  ibu  crist  &  bis  lawe. 

than  to  Chnat.  •' 

Capttulum  23"- 

Prelates  stir  np      Prelatis  also  ben  enemys  of  pees,  conseilouris  &  meyn- 

wars  ,     , 

tenouris  of  werris,  &  irreguler  anemtis  god,  &  bere  preieru 
to  oaii  attention  ben  cursed ;   for  >ei  dreden  nf  lordis  weren  in  reste  &  pees 

from  their  own  »  x  7  *r 

iriekedneaa.       yat  }ei  scbulden  pmjeyue  }»e  cursednesse  of  bere  symonye, 

^  omitted  X.  *  omitted  X. 
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ypocrisie,  coueitise,  &  robberie  of  here  pore  tenanntis,  & 

Bufire  not  pr^latis  ^  be  worldly  lordis  &  tirauntis,  as  ]?ei  ben 

now,  &  yer-fore  }ei  casten  to  occupie  lordis  in  werris,  and 

conseilen  j^^-to  vnder  colour  of  wisdom  &  cbarite  }at  }ei 

may  regno  in  here  lustis  &  coueitise  as  hem  lyke]?.    for 

pi  Jei  T^eren  trewe    procuratouris  of   pees,   J^ei  scbulden  Th«y  ought  to 

gladly  &  ioiefully  ooste  alle  here  worldly  lordschipis  &  here 

flesch  &  blood  &  bodily  lif  to  make  pees  &  charite  amoDgis 

cristene  men,  &  techen  lordis  and  comnnes  in  open  sermons 

and  confessions  &  prine    conseillynge   j^e   p^ryl  of  werris, 

&  namely  of  wrongful  werris,  &  hou  harde  it  is  to  fijtten 

in  charite,    &  tellen  openly   &   priuely   ]^e    goodnesse  & 

profit   of  pees  &  reste,  &  hou  men   scbulden  not   haue 

verray  pees  but  hi  holy  lif  &  meyntenynge  of  treuj^e  & 

rijtwisnesse  &  distroiynge  of  wrong  &  synnes.     but  now 

Jes  worldly  prdates  ben    cheef  conseilours  to  werris  for  bnt  are  cWef 

.  ..«*_  .1  .     cowwellotB  to 

pnde  &  coueitise,  &  ben  present  m  here  owene  parsones  m  ^ar, 

,  .  and  fight  in  per- 

costy  array  as  kyngis,   &  meyntene  many  men  of  armes  son. 

to  slee  cristene  men  in  body,  &  J^ei  hem  self  killen  many 

^ousand  in  soule  &  bodi  be  cursed  ensaumple  of  euyl  lif  & 

meyntenynge  in  synne  for  money,  &  hi  cursed  conseil  priue 

&  apart;   &  J^-fore  j^ei  ben  cursed  of  god  &  irreguler,  &  J?§^dl"  *™*®*^ 

whanne  J^ei  preien  to  god  & '  holden  vp  here  hondis  ful  of 

cristene  blood,  god  sei]^  bi  fe  prophete  ysaie  J^at  he  wole  isaiahiL  15. 

not  here  hem  ne  resceyue  here  sacrifices,  &  bi  ^e  prophete 

malachie  god  curse]?  to  here  blissyngis,  &  in  many  places  Maiachi  li.  s. 

of  holy  writt.    for  bei  don  not  here  sacrifices  bi  mekenesse  Thev  do  their 

.  .  aeryioes  not 

of  herte  &  momynge  &  compunccion  for  here  synnes  &  J?e  ?*®^y,^^  ^^ 

peplis,  but  wiy  knackynge  of  newe  song,  as  orgen  or  deschant  and  rich  oma- 

ft  motetis  of  holouris,  &  wij  worldly  pride  of  oosty  vesty- 

mentis  &  o^ere  omementis  bou^  wi]}  pore  menntw  goodis, 

ft  sufi&en  hem  p^ische  for  meschef  &  laten  pore  men  haue  So  the  poor  hare 

"^  ^  naked  aides,  and 

nakid  sidis  &  dede  wallis  haue  gret«  plente  of  wast  gold.  miSi^id    *^* 

1  prAtis  X.  *  omitted  X. 
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Prelates  dis- 
credit ClurUt's 
order  and  life  by 
their  worldly  Ufe. 


Their  plate,  rich 
food,aiidwiiie,fat 
horses,  furs,  and 
splendid  retinae. 
•  [p.  »3  MS.] 


Giossetdte. 


They  teach 
wicked  life. 


Capitulum  24"*- 

Also  pr^latis  distroien  J^e  ordre  &  lif  of  crist  &  his  apostlis 
bi  here  worldly  lif  &  airay  &  host  &  pride,  &  bryngen  ]?e 
peple  in-to  heresie  of  cristis  pore  lif;  for  J^ei  leaen  not  as 
pore  pr^stis  aftir  crist  &  his  apostlis,  but  as  lordis,  jee  kyngis 
or  emp^ours,  in  shynynge  vessel  &  delicat  metis  &  wynes, 
*  in  fatte  hors  &  pr^ious  pellore  &  ryche  clo^is  &  proude  & 
leccherons  squyeris  &  meyne,  &  J^es  vanytes  wasten  pope 
menntM  goodis  &  suffren  hem  goo  dailes  whanne  ^ei  han 
nedis  to  pursue.  &  wi]?  alle  yia  ^ei  seyn  ]?at  J^ei  lyaen  in 
]?e  staat  of  cristis  apostlis  &  ben  here  vikeris  &  successouris, 
&  maken  ye  comune  peple  bileue  J^at  crist  &  his  apostlis 
lyueden  ]7us ;  &  si]?  ^e  lif  of  pr^latis  is  book  &  in  ensautnple 
to  oyere  sugetis,  as  lyncolne  eei},  J^es  prelates  ben  heretikes 
&  maistris  of  heresie,  ^at  ]?ei  techen  to  J^e  comunes  bi  here 
owen  wickid  lif  ]^at  is  a  bok  to  here  sugetis,  &  yns  for  cristis 
pore  lif  &  meke  &  tr^meilous  is  tau^t  a  lordly  lif,  proud  & 
veyn  occupacion  of  worldlynesse  &  vanyte  of  Jis  world. 


Prelates  send 
away  money  of 
the  realm  to 
aliens  and 


as  flnt-flraits, 
and  to  hay  pre- 
ment. 

This  is  simony. 


Sometimes  the 
Coart  of  Borne 
is  oar  enemy. 


Capttulum  26'"- 

Prelatis  ou^re  ]^is  robben  onre  lend  of  mochil  tresotfr,  & 
senden  it  to  aliens  &  enemys  of  cure  rewme  &  bryngen  ajen 
goddis  curs  &  heresie;  for  ]?ei  don  not  here  spiritual  offis 
aftir  goddis  lawe,  &  ^t  gredely  gedren  dymes  &  offiryngis  & 
procurasies,  &  senden  moche  gold  coine '  for  ye  firste  fruytis, 
&  to  purchase  &  apropre  to  hem  moo  b^«fices,  prmylegies 
&  indulgences ;  &  yiaiB  yefte  &  s3rmonye  }if  goddis  lawe  & 
manntM  &  reson  be  sou^t,  &  ye  sillere  of  benefices  &  spiritual 
Jyingis  &  J^e  jeuere  of  gold  for  hem  ben  cursed  of  god  &  man 
&  ben  foule  heretikis.  &  sumtyme  ye  court  of  rome  his 
worldly  aduersarie  to  cure  lend,  &  namely  in  fauour  of  cure 
enemys;  but  more  harme  is  of  gostly  ennemyte,  whanne 
J7ei  enuenymen  cure  peple  wij?  cursed  symonye  and  meyn- 
tenynge  &  consent  of  synne  bi  blynde  obedience,  for  jif 
^  senden  moche  gold  to  Bome  AA, 
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ony  worldly  pr^lat  wole  do  ony  wrong  a^enst  ri^t  &  reson,  lie  Prelates  bny  pri- 
Bchal  geteH  a  priueilege  or  ezempcion  or  sentence  of  curs  them^to  do  ^  ^ 
for  his  gold  sent  &  spendid  at  rome,  &  moche  gold  go]?  out  Money  sent  to 
of  oure  lend  bi  longe  pledynge  at  rome,  &  ri^t  bom  a  doun,  soiti.     ^ 
&  synne  contyned  ^  &  meyntened,  }n,t  ynnej^is  dar  ony  man 
Bpeke  ]7era^enst;  and  }xib  is  onre  lend  robbid  of  gold,  &  cars 
&  heresie  bronjt  in^  and  synne  longe  meyntened,  &  rijtwis- 
nesse  stoppid. 

^  Capitulum  26*"- 

Also  pr^latis  seyn  lat  holy  writt  is  not  sufficient  to  reule  Prelate;  say  tut 

*^  J       /  J  Holy  Writ  Is  not 

holy  chirche,  &  techeris  J^^r-of  ben  not  profitable  to  J^e  peple,  ^^^^  and  that 

but  here  owen  statutis  maade  of  synful  foolis  ben  most  nedful  ^^^  profitable. 

&  techeris  ^er-otf  And  meyntenoMrs  of  chydynge  &  strif  ben 

most  nedful  &  profitable  to  ^g  peple.     for  }if  holy  writt  were 

ynow  for  goufmynge  of  Je  chirche,  it  were  veyn  &  vnreson- 

able  to  occupie  men  wi^  moo  lawis,  si];  men  ben  now  of 

feblere  complexion  &  lasse  wytti  &  of  schortere  lif  l^an  men  Men  weaker  than 

...  of  old  time. 

weren  in  olde  tyme.    &  it  is  luciferis  pride  ♦  &  more  to  seie  •[p.  94  ms.] 

]?at  techeris  of  mannys  tradicions  maade  of  synful  foolis  ben 

more  profitable  &  nedeful  to  cristene  peple  ]?an  techeris  of 

ye  gospel  &  goddis  comaundementis ;    but  ^er  Ib  0  cursed 

cause  of  alle  'bis  seiynge :  l^ei  loue  more  here  owen  worldly  They  say  this  for 

,  loyeofgaln. 

wynnynge  &  pride  &  lustis  ^an  wynnynge  of  soulis  to  blisse 

by  mekenesse  &  holy  lif.    And  here  owen  lawes  and  techeris 

^^-of  meyntenen  &  procuren  yis  coueitise  &  lustis,  &  holy 

writt  &  trewe  prechours  J^er-of  dampnen  al  ^is,  &  techen 

wilful  pou^  &  mekenesse  &  gret  traueile  &  penaunce  of 

clerkis ;  &  ]7^-fore  ]7ei  comenden  here  owen  lawes  &  here 

techeris,  &  putten  goddis  lawe  &  treue  pr^houris  y&r-oi  bi- 

hynde.     &  heere  J^ei  putten  on  crist  bo]7e  defaute  of  witt  They  accuse 

&  charite ;  for  si);  crist  maade  not  the  beste  lawe  for  holy  of  knowledge  or 

'         .      ■'^  ^  charity. 

chirche,  as  ^ei  feynen,  &  telde  not  whanne  &  of  whom  it 
schulde  be  maad,  him  lackid  witt  &  charite,  but  c^tis  ];is  his 
foule  heresie  putt  on  crist  priuely  for  to  meyntene  here 
owen  coueitise  &  pride. 

^  conteynedX. 
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CBpitulum  27*- 

^*to*a^f  to     ^'cl^tis  constreynen  men  of  symple  vnderatondyng  to  renne 

their  errors        j^.^  eiTouris  &  to  blaspheme  god;  for  }»ei  conBtreynen  suche 

symple  men  to  assente  to  here  dampnacion  of  tren^es  of 

goddis  lawe,  bi  multitude  of  worldly  clerkis  blynde  j^orou; 

Sd*b^ttoato"  ®<^^®i*^  &  pride,  &  bi  mauas  &  drede  of  prisonynge  and 

brennynge,  &  suffren  not  men  to  resten  in  holy  writt  &  in 

J^ingis  J^at  ^ei  may  nnd^rstonde,  but  constreyne   hem   to 

assente  to  nowelries  of  newe  doctours,  yat  leuen  holy  writt 

&  reson  &  feynen  dremes  &  myraclis  to  plese  coueitous 

clerkis  &  to  greet  veyn  glorie  for  here  witt,  &  }txb  ^ei  bileuen 

blyndly  in  many  poyntis  a^enst  goddis  doom.     And  jit  fea 

They  deodre    prdatis  desoeyuen  lordis  &  maken  hem  pursue  &  prisone 

them  impriBon    trewo  men  ]?at  wolen  not  assente  to  errouris  ou^  holy  writt 

and  reson.    And  J^us  }e»  pr^latis  ben  an^tcnstis  turmentowrs 

of  sathanas  for  to  pursue  &  sle  trewe  prratis  in  goddis 

lawe,  &  maken  lordis  turmentours  of  ^e  fend  to  ponysche 

cnstene  men,  for  ^ei  holden  fe  bouitdes  of  holy  writt  & 

meyntenen  ^e  trew^e  of  cristis  lif  a^enst  worldly  pr^latis  ful 

of  coueitise  &  heresie. 

Capitulum  28"*- 
preiatee      stop     ^Iso  pftflatis  closen  or  stoppen  "be  weie  to  "be  blisse  of 

men  from etudr-  ^  /*^  «  . 

ing  i^ojy  ^^  heuene  &  open  )e  brode  weie  to  helle ;  for  J^ei  stoppen  & 

ftudy  traditionfc  ]etten  men  fro  kunnynge  &  kepynge  &  techynge  of  holy 

writt,  J^at  is  entre  &  rijt  weie  to  ]?e  blisse  of  heuene,  &  neden 

men  to  bisien  hem  aboute  studiynge  &  kepynge  &  techyng 

of  synful  mennys  tradicions  ful  of  crrour,  }at  ben  maad 

for  pride  &  coueitiBe,  &  also  to  leme  pride  &  coueitise  So 

•[p.  05  M8.1       worldly  lif  &  to  haunte  &  *  meyntene  suche  wrecchid  worldly 

Men    h*Te   »  ^^^  ^^  clerkys,  &  J^is  is  }e  brode  weie  to  helle.     Suwityme 

22^****^  men  hadden  traueile  &  werke  at  }e  ful  to  studie  &  kepe  & 

SKy  ^«  *Vo  teche  goddis  lawe  bi-fore  fat  f es  newe  lawes  of  worldly 

Gfid't  uw.***^^  clerkis  weren  brou^t  Tp,  &  nowe  men  ben  occupied  aboute 
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lemynge  &  techyng  of  hem  in  alle  here  lif,  ^at  Tnne]?e 

may  J^ei  loke  &  saaonre  holy  writt  in  here  laste  dayes ;   & 

he  }at  can  not  ]ies  worldly  statuiis  maad  for  singaler  wille 

and  ooueitise  is  hoolden  but  a  fool  and  vnable  to  teche  & 

renle  cristene  peple,  ]?ouj  he  knnne  and  kepe  &  teche  neu^re 

so  wel  oristis  gospel  &  goddis  comaundementis.     &  to  ^is 

ende  J^es  worldly  moldwerpis  taken  keies  of  helle  in  stede  These    moles 

of  keies  of  }e  kyngdom  of  heaenes,  for  J^ei  taken  ypocrisie  of  heii  iLteZd 

&  worldly  tiraunixie  &  bostful  worldly  lif,  &  meyntenynge  heayen. 

of  synne  hi  fab  pardon  &  fals  absolucion  &  cursed  preieris, 

&  leuen  kunnynge  &  techynge  of  holy  writt  &  edefiynge 

of  cristene  soules  to  heuene  by  good  ensaumple   of  here 

holy  li£ 

Capitulum  29~- 

Prelatis  also  maken  lordis  tunnentoMris  of  sathanas  to  prelates    make 

A,.,,,  1,.     ^  «,.  lord*  imprison  a 

pnsone  onstene  men  for  pei  holden  goddis  lawe;   for  bei  manw^ieniiehas 

been  under  ez* 

maken  lordis  to  enprisone  men  wha^ne  >ei  dwellen  fourti  commnnication 

forty  days. 

dales  in  sentence  of  curs,  &  here  owene  lawe  techi]?  opynly 

^at  men  schullen  dwelle  in  curs  hi  al  here  lif  yp  peyne  of 

dampnacion,  has  whanne  a  man  ha]?  weddid  a  wo»»man  sibbe  o^e  where  a 

to  him  in  degree  of  eanasaiguinjte  or  kyn  wiche  ^  degre  is  remain' under 

forboden  in  holy  writt,  &  ha]?  not  witnesse  ynowe  to  prone  o^iaw. 

^is  in  manntM  dom,  ]?ou}  he  knowe  it  neu^re  so  c^rteynly, 

he  schal  be  cursed  in  constorie  &  may  not  ryse  out  of  ]?is 

cms,  for  ]?anne  he  sohulde  do  wyttyngly  a^enst  goddis  hestis 

ft  his  conscience,  &  ]?us  ]?is  man  schal  eu^re  in  ^is  lif  be 

cursed  for  he  wil  not  wyttyngly  do  a^enst  goddis  comaunde- 

mentis  &  his  ri}t  conscience.     ^  lord,  what  charite  i6  it  to 

pnsone  sich  a  man,  &  ^it  ]?es  an^tcristis  clerkis  cursen  men  They  corse  men 

al  day  for  money  for  techyng  of  goddis  lawe  &  for  werkis  oJd?*taw"  and 

of  m^rcy  &  ri^twisnesse,  &  for  ]?at  J^ei  wolen  not  assente  to 

errouris  ajenst  holy  writt  ezpr^ly  &  a^enst  reson.    ^  Lord 

god,  hoa  schullen  an^tcristis  mynystrts  of  rijtwisnesse  be 

>  omitted  X. 


for  good  works. 
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Lords  should     excused  at  J'G  day  of  doxn,  si^  ^ei  enprisone  falsly  trewe 

theouneisjost,  men  bi  fals  disceit  of  worldly  heretikys;  ^^r-fore  ^es  lordis 

Bchulden  be  certeyn  J^at  J^e  curs  were  ri^tful,  &  ^at  J^e  man 

and  hnprisoD  tiu  were  endurid  in  Bynne  &  drede  not  cod  ne  his  vengaance, 

amendment,  not  ^  o  o  > 

for  lines.  &  Jan  ponyschej  hym  til  he  wolde  drede  god  and  amende 

his  lif,  &  not  til  he  wolde  jene  money  to  an^tbristis  clerkis 
at  here  wiUe. 


Capitulum  SO*- 

•Tp^  MS.]  Also  pr^latis  disceynen  cristene  men  bi  licknesse  *  of  apis 

^ttoM**  *^^  ^  ^^  argumentis  of  glotones  til  }e  peple  broke  goddis  hestis 

&  meytenen  hem  in  here  cursed  lustis.    For  apis  whanne 

J^ei  seen  a  man  don  ony  Jing  bi  hem  wolen  assaie  to  don 

J^e  same  dedis  til  J^ei  ben  p^schid  for  defaute  of  crafte  or 

kunnynge ;  &  glotones  arguen  J^us,  sij  it  is  good  to  me  to  ete 

or  drynke  J^us  moche,   And  more  mete  &  drynk  is  bet^re, 

J^an  it  is  betere  to  me  to  ete  &  drynk  j^us  moche  more ;  & 

bi  Jis  colour  J^ei  cessen  not  til  Jei  heten  &  drynkyne  her 

legges  &  hondis  out  of  myjt  &  here  heuyd  out  of  witt  &  ben 

as  dede  hogges.    pus  faren  Je  worldly  pr^latis.    pel  seyn, 

Like  apes  they  sij  Je  peple  schuldeu  worschipe  gregorii,  petir  &  poule,  & 

popie   T^'jJ^P  o}ere  trewe  apostlis  of  crist,  &  Jei  comen  in  Je  staat  of 

aposUes,  apostlis,  Jeanne  }e  peple  schulden  worschipen  hem  Jus  moche. 

they  'be°wor^^^  but  Jei  taken  no  rewarde  hou  Jes  apostlis  comen  to  Jis  staat, 

ta^Eo  pUM»"of  bi  ordeynywge  &  chesynge  of  god  *&  for  holy  lif  &  trewe 

T^ydonotcon-^^*^y®®  }^^  }^^  didou  to  cristcne  peple,  in  trewe  techynge 

apSties  oune^tS  ®^  J®  ^^^7  g^^^pcl  boje  in  word  &  dede ;  &  hou  Jei  comen 

this  sute,         ^  jjgj^  g|j^|.  |jy  gymoDye,  bi  chesynge  of  worldly  clerkis, 

and  how  differ^ 

entiy  they  oome  &  in  cas  quyke  deuelis  in  flech  &  blood,  &  don  ^  not  here 

office  but  lyuen  in  pride,  coueitise,  robberie  of  Je  peple,  & 

in  fleschly  lustis  Jat  cristis  apostelis  deden  not.     Also  Jei 

They  argue,  too.  arguen  JuB,  sij?  petir  &  poul  &  oj^re  apostlis  of  cnst  hadden 

keysofhearen:  keies  of  hcuene  &  power  to  bynde  &  vnbynde  synnes,  whiche 

doynge  was  conformed  in  heuene,  &  we  ben  in  Je  staat  & 

*  omitted  X. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Chap.  XXXI.]  OP   PRBLATES.  97 

sacceasoniis  of  hem,  ban  we  han  he  same  power;   but  bei  we  are  their  snc- 

'  oenon  and  haTe 

loken  litel  J^ot  maimua  elecaoii  makij^  hem  not  in  sich  staati  the  huim  power. 

bnt  chesjDge  of  god  &  kunnynge  of  holy  writt,  &  souereyn 

traneile  &  holy  lif,  &  techynge  &  meyntenynge  of  ^e  gospel, 

&  brennynge  charite  to  de}e  for  goddis  lone,  &  sanynge  of 

cristene  soulis ;  &  comanly  ^ei  ben  fer  fro  alle  J^es  goodnesse 

&  wlappid  in  pride  &  coueitise  &  moo  synnes.    Also  bes  Uke  giattons 

•  they  argue  thus : 

worldly  moldwarpis  arguen  ^as  as  glotons ;   si^  it  is  good  it  is  good  for 
to  pr^B  to  haue  worldly  goodis  for  here  necessarie  liflode  &  enough  for  Uveu- 

^  ^  ^  hood,   then    the 

helynge,  as  poul  techij  &  reson,  &  Janne  Je  more  Je  betre ;  ao»  ^le  better. 
til  )ei  ben  smyten  in  coneidse  &  occnpacion  of  J^is  world, 
J^at  ^ei  sauonren  non^t  of  gostly  J'iDgis,  bnt  riot  &  pride  & 
Toten  muk  of  ^is  world.  &  ^  it  be  good  to  hane  holy  writt 
&  pr^thod  and  knyjthod  and  laboreris  to  seme  god  &  reule 
ye  peple;  }eai  it  is  betre  to  make  moo  newe  lawis  &  moo 
ordris  in  )e  chirche,  til  }e  lawe  of  god  be  for^eten  &  newe 
tradicions  in  excercise  &  newe  ordris  magnyfied  more  Jeanne 
ye^  clone  ordre  ^at  crist  made  himself;  &  bi  J^es  iapis  ^ei 
disceynen  Je  peple,  &  gedren  to  hem*self  ]?e  goodis  of  Jis  •[p.  97  ms.] 
world  &  magnyfien  hemself,  here  ordris,  &  here  lawes  more 
yan  crist  &  his  lawis,  &  maken  ^e  peple  to  holden  vp  ]?is 
ypocrisie  &  heresie. 

Capttulum  SI**- 

Prelates  also  spoilen  lordis  of  here  rentis  bi  dowynge  of  pei^twj'o^iwds 

^  •'    "  by  endowments, 

ye  chirche,  &  lowe  curatis  bi  approprynge  of  parische  chirchis  crates  by  aporo- 
&  bi  pencions  &  cost  of  here  officeris,  &  Jei  robben  Je  pore  ^»     ^  |,  |^^ 
peple  bi  veyn  priueylegies  &  feyned  halwynge  of  chirches,  andsin-renw; 
auteris  and  chirchejerdis,  &  o^^e  sacromentis  sold  for  money 
and  by  annuel  rentis  for  lecherie  &  o^ere  synnes;  &  here- 
fore  bei  may  be  wel  licned  to  swolwis  of  "be  see  &  belle,  are  Uke  whiru 

'^  .  pools,  which  uke 

Jat  resceyuen  al  Jat  fei  may  &  jelden  not  ajen ;  &  Jus  Jei  au  and  return 
}at  schulden  most  forsake  ye  worlde  &  worldly  coueitise  & 
Tanyte  be^  most  sette  in  ye  world  &  leste  coueiten  heuene 
1  omitted  X. 
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&  gostly  goodis ;  &  }ei  'jfai  sohnlden  most  lede  }»e  peple  to 
benene,  bi  trewe  teobynge  of  boly  writt  &  ensanmple  of 
wilful  poiurt  &  xnekenesse  &  bisj  troueile  in  praieris  & 
deuodons  &  penaunoe,  leden  }»e  peple  to  belle  bi  bere  worldly 
lawisy  coueitisey  pride  &  queyntise  of  J^e  world,  &  ydelnesso 
&  glotonye  &  flescbly  lustis;  &  boa  ^ei  robben  J^es  parties 
it  is  open  ynowj,  J^^r-fore  we  moten  telle  of  more  ypocrisie 
lesse  knowen. 

Capitulum  32-- 

Preutei  can         Also  prtflatis  cbargen  more  bere  park  &  brfelkynge  W-of 

]iior6    for    their 

parks  b^  Jan  goddis  bestis  &  brekynge  of  bem.  ^  For  )>ei  pursuen 
God'BUwi.  more  &  cmelllere  for  brekynge  of  ber^  parkis  fan  for 
brekynge  of  goddis  comanndementis  to  sane  bere  soulis  bi 
spiritual  medecyne;  &  fei  ben  more  bisy  to  loke  ]?at  bere 
park  be  wel  kepte  ]?anne  to  loke  ]?at  goddis  bestis'  ben 
kepte  of  goddis  peple ;  &  )^ei  recemen  assoilynge  for  brekynge 
of  bere  park  to  bem  self,  but  }»ei  jeuen  assoylynge  for 
brekynge  of  goddis  bestis  to  ecbe  pariscbe  prrat  or  curat. 
For  J^ei  bolden  bere  park  more  derwor}^i  to  bem  \zn  J^e 
comanndementis  of  god,  &  seken  more  bisily  bere  owen 
worldly  worscbipe  and'  couetiBe  ]?an  bonotir  of  god  & 
sauynge  of  cristene  soulis;  &  ber^  is  ydolatrie  &  beresie 
open  ynow},  &  blaspbemye  of  god  among  worldly  &  bej^en 
men. 

CapitultmL  33*- 

Prelatis  also  entren  vnder  colour  &  studie  of  cristis  apostlis 

&  lyuen  &  tecbe  contrariously  to  bem  &  don  most  barm  to 

cristendom,  fee  more  J^an  ony  soudon  or  sarsyn  or  o^er  men 

Prelates  by  eyii  of  wrong  bileuc.     %  For  sib  bis  stat  is  most  wortH  in  be 

Ufeinthenighest  u  x    x  is 

state  of  the       cbircbe,   &   bei  lyuen   bo   worldly  &  synfully  ber-inne   & 

chupoh  hinder  '.  ,  .    ,.         .  , 

good  life  In       tumcu  it  vpsodon,  pel  distroien  most  pe  goode  lif  of  cristen- 
dom &  teoben  most  perilous  beresye.     And  berefore  J^ci 

1  omitted  X.  *  >an  X 
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bicomen  he  denelis  iogelotfrs  to  blynde  mennus  gostly  eijen ;  Become  devil's 

jag^len. 

}ei  makeu  men  wene  ]?at  here  worldly  lif  &  cursed  ys  ^e 
holy  lif  of  cristiB  apostlis,  &  J^us  bryngen  in  erroor  &  heresie 
in  J'O  peple,  &  ben  sathanas  tronsfigurid  in-to  an  aungel  of 
li^t,  &  T^rrefien  ]?i8  word  of  holy  writt,  ^at  "pei  ben  made  a 
spectacle  to  angelis  &  men,  but  on  euyl  manure,  where  fei  i  co'-  i^-  »• 
Bchulden  ben  *  a  spectacle  of  angelis  &  men  to  loken  onne  *[p.  98  ms.] 
wttA  ioie  for  here  stronge  fijttynge  ajenst  enemys  of  soule  bi 
mekenesse,  wilful  pou^,  &  grete  troueile  in  techynge  of 
Je  gospel,   &  Buffirynge  of  peynes  &  dej.     J?^ore  in  en- 
saumple  of  oristene  men  to  sue  hem  in  ^es  poyntis  ^ei  ben 
a  spectacle  to  angelis  &  men  to  wonder  on  here  cursed  pride, 
coueitise  &  ydelnesse  in  gostly  troueile,  &  cowardise  in  cristis 
bataile,  &  letten  oharite  of  cristene  men  bi  hjere  euyl  en- 
saumple,  &  ]?us  in  stede  of  cristis  apostlis  ben  comen  in  chrut's  aposUes 
viserid  deuelis,  to  disceyuen  men  in  good  lif  &  bryngen  hem  to  devils,^*  °* 
sathanas  here  maister,  &  in^  J^is  man^e  ^ei  pleien^e  pagyn  who  play  tricks 
of  scottis ;  for  as  scottis  token  be '  skochen  of  armes  of  seynt  when  they  took 

o     ,  ,  .  .    ,  ,.     -.  1  ...    the  scutcheon  of 

george   &  here-bi  traieden  englischemen,  bo  pes  an^tcristis  stoeor^tosur- 

pr^latis  taken  name  &  staat  of  cristis  apostlis,  as  ^if  "pei 

\Volden  helpe  &  lede  cristene  men  pe  ri^tte  weie  to  heuene 

as  pei  diden,  but  here-bi  pei  betreTien  cristene  men  in-to 

synne  by  suynge  of  hete  techynge  &  cursed  lif,  &  leden  hem 

faste  pe  weie  to  helle. 

Capitulum  34"** 

Also  prdatis  ^onstreynen  prtfstis  to  lese  charite  &  blaspheme  Prelates  compel 
crist  &  disceyue  his  peple ;  for  pel  neden  pr^stis  to  fi^tte  &  m  person, 
werre  in  here  owen  p^rsone  a^enst  cristene  men,  &  here 
abouten  spende  pore  mennys  lifLode  for  to  hauen  a  Te3ni 
name  of  hardynesse  &  }axik  of  lordis  }at  kunnen  neiper  witt 
ne  reson :    for  hei  senden  opyn  comissions  to  alle  curatis  ^7  commissions 

'  ,  *  ordering  them  to 

vndir    here    deuelis    iurdiocions    bi    virtue    of   mahoundis  ^  ^^^y  armed. 
obedience  &  bi  manas  of  }e  kyngis  power  to  make  hem 
1  omitted  X.  >  omitted  X. 
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redi  vn}  armure  to  werre  iolily  a^enst  cristene  men.    %  And 

hertf-by  is  armure  of  pacience  and  charite  and  holi  pieiere 

&  trist  in  god  putt  awey,  &  ]?e  denelis  lawe  of  craelte, 

ood|s^OT«e  ffoes  enemyte  &  veyn  triflt  in  mannys  myjt  broujt  in.    But  goddis 

curs  renne]^  many  ]?ousand  tyme  wi}  al  J^is.    &  here-bi  ben 

half  dede  men  confortid  to  fijtte  &  slee  cristene  men  & 

^ofijypreiatef  rcnnen  to  belle  hedly ;    &  so  Jes  worldly  prelatis  ben  chef 

ofsaton'Barmy.  captoyus  &  arraiouris  of  sathanas  batailis  to  exile  good  lif 

&  charite,  but  certis  no  tonge  in  J^is  lif  may  telle  hou  many 

soulis  gon  to  helle  bi  }ea  cursede  capteyns  &  an^tcristis 

iurdiccion  &  censures. 


Gapitulum  35"*- 

Prelatis  also  ben  weiward  ypocritis,  blynde  lederis,  swol- 

wynge  }e  grete  cameile  al  hool  &  siynge  or  densynge  a  litel 

gnatte;   for  J^ei  resceyuen  &  purchasen  bi  gret  ypocrisie 

seculer  lordischipis,  ajenst  goddis  lawe  olde  &  newe  &  en< 

saumple  of  cristis  lif  &  his  apostlis,  as  lefTul,  prcfytable  & 

demnmatrimon    ^®^®^>  ^  forsaken  as  vcuym  matrimonye,  Jat  is  leffel  bi 

aUowB  ^^^^     ^^^y  writt,  til  newe  vowis  of  contynense  of  worldli  clerkis 

ManyDiiefltBUve  wcreu  broujt  in  bi  disceit  of  J^e  fend.    For  many  pr^s  now 

kepen  neiper  matrimonye  ne  charite,  but  defoulen  wyues, 

maidenes,  widewis  &  nunnes  in  eche  manure  of  lecherie,  & 

•[p.  99  MS.]       children  ben  mor^erid,  &  synne  a^nst  kynde  is  not  *  dene 

fleed.    For  sathanas  caste  to  purchase  worldly  honour  & 

plente  of  worldly  goodis  &  welfare  &  ydelnesse  to  jonge 

prratis,  &  dalliannce  wi]'  wommen  &  priue  rownyng;   &  is 

SometimeB  Bin    redy  nyjt  &  day  to  stere  boje  partis  to  leccherie,  &  sumtyme 

ju^ndchud-    to  hydcu  here  synne  bi  fals  ojis  &  morj^eryng  of  children, 


sometimefl  prac-  &  sumtymc  haunteu  it  opyuly  &  schamen  not  J^er-of ;  & 

without^sbun?  her-bl  hei^e  prelatis  wynnen  many  ^ousand  pondis  in  fewe 

mSeyby H?^*    jeris  &  holdeu  gToto   housholde  as  lordis,   &  )>us  by  Jis 

ypocrisie  in  bo]?e  poyntis  ben  lordis  &  pr^stis  &  comunes 

encombrid,   &  goddis   lawe   dispisid   &  broken,   &  synnes 

gedrid  in  grete  hordis. 
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CRjntulum  36"*- 

Also  prtflatis  bi  sotil  ypocrisie  horden  &  meyntenen  here  S^**^!^*'*^*^ 
eynne  &  o)ffre  me»nys;   for  Jei  seyn  }at  in  here  absence  oti»«  ™"a*8, 
men  may  not   speke   ajenst   here  open  cursed  synnes  for  They  say  it  is 
synne  of  bacbitynge  &  schlaundrynge ;  &  }ei  ben  so  malicious  a^lSoS  them  in 
&  myjtti  in  worldly  power  Jat  }ei  wolen  suflDre  no  man  to  ^^  ^^^^  j^^ 
speke  ajenst  her  synnes  in  here  presence ;  &  so  Jei  wolden  ^JJ^  ^  JeS^^ 
bi  ypocrisie   haue   Jis    ende,  )>at  no  man   schulde    speke  ?"*«*«*• 
opynli  &  sadly  a^enst  here  cursednesse  in  no  man^e,  but 
Bofire  hem  wexe  roten  in  here  lustis   &  robbe  }e  peple 
&  disceyue  cristendom  wi^-outen  ony  letting;  bnt  certis  ^es 
an^fcristis  olerkis  lien  falsly  a^enst  oristis  lore  &  profite  of 
cristene  men.     For  crist  &  his  apostlis  reproueden  pharisees  ^SuSotntothdr 
&  heroude  &  heretikis  in  here  absence  &  to  )>e  peple,  as  ****"**• 
gospillis  &  pistles  witnessen,  to   oure  ensanmple  to  do  so 
Yrith  charite  &  discredon,  &  }ei  ben  sclaundrid  bi-fore  god 
&  his  angelis  &  goode  men  in  erj^e  bi  here  opyn  cursed  lif ; 
&  }o  men  ^at  repronen  bi  charite  &  discrecion  here  opyn 
synnes  helpen  to  amenden  here  synnes  &  don  awei  here 
sdatfndre;    but  of   sdaundre  anemptis  god  &  his  angelis  not7in?aboat 
recken  Jei  not,  but  alle  here  care  is  last  here  ypocrisie  bi  ^     ^      • 
knowen  to  lordis  &  myjtty  men,  for  drede  of  takyng  awey  }5JgJ°'^^^  'JJS 
of  here  temporal  lordischipis  }at  ben  cause  of  here  synful  ^^^^^^' 
lyf.    &  Jus  Jei  ben  cursed  of  god ;  for  }at  Jing  }at  is  verrey 
sdaundre  Jei  depen  &  reckenen  as  no  sdaundre,  &  ^at  Jing 
Jot  ifi  no  sclawndre  but  remedie  Jer  ajenst  Jei  crien  &  clepen 
sdaundre;   but  alle  Jis  is  for  Jei  wolden  dwelle  stille  in 
robbyng  of  Je  peple  &  here  cursed  lustis  &  sdaundre,  & 
discejTue  oristen  men  in  good  techynge  and  ensaumple  of 
holy  lif. 

Capttulum  37"*- 

Prelatis  also  blasphemen  god  &  techen  o}ere  men  to  don  £^*^p^^d 
>e  same;    for  >ei  lyuem  hem  sdf  in  pride  &  coueitise  &  matatain  tIcIom 
louen  &  norischen  &  meyntenen  suche  vicious  foils,  &  haten 
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&  dispisen  mekenesse  &  wilful  pou^  &  bo  ]?ei  don  y^tuoase 
and  oppress       men  &  oppr^ssen  hem ;  &  bus  l^ei  conspiren  ajenst  crist  ^  & 

▼irtttOQs  meD.         , 

his  virtuous  lif  &  his  meke  s^ruauntis,  &  ben  sathanas 
pr(H5uratonri8  to  meyntene  synful  men  in  his  sdruyce.  For 
c^tis  ^ei  ben  cursed  of  god  ^if  }»ei  meyntenen  wityngly  & 

•[p.  100  MB.]  wilfnlly  ♦proude  lordis  &  leccherours  of  here  owne  meynne 
in  here  housholde;  for  jif  }ei  loueden  god  &  ]?e  soolis  of 

Ther  ought  to  here  Boruanntis  bei  schulden  amende  Ms  cursed  lif  or  eUis 

put  ooim  wicked-  -'  -' 

?^  *"  ^^^  putten  hem  out  of  here  companye ;  but  now  for  pride  of 
hem  self  &  wynnyng  of  drit  ^ei  holden  for]^  suohe  cursed 
meyne  to  sclaundre  o^^re  men.  ^But  as  cnst  and  poul 
witnessen,  suche  pr^latis  ben  cursed,  &  forsaken  cristis 
fei^,  &  ben  worse  J^an  he^en  men  ^ab  neu^e  resceyueden 
cristendom. 

CBpitulum  38"*- 

Prelates  deoeire     Also  pTtflatis  discey^cn  Cfistene  men  in  feij^,  hope  &  charite 
noyeities  of       bi  here  nouelerie  of  massis  at  rome,  at  scala  celi,  &  newe 

pilgrimages  and 

pardons.  pardous  &  pilgrimages;  for  Jei  maken  Je  peple  to  bileue 

or  triste  ^at  jif  a  pr^t  seye  a  masse  at  scala  celi  for  a  soule 
it  schal  onoon  ben  out  of  ptirgatorie,  ^ouj  god  of  his  rijtwis- 
nesse  ordeyne  }»at  soule  to  abide  }»ere  fourty  ^ere  or  mo,  & 
^ou^  ^e  prtfst  be  cursed  for  symonye  &  pride;  for  as  ^ei 
Th^  say  that  a  feynen  falsly  Je  masse  may  not  be  peirid.     certis  ]?e  sacra- 
does  not  make  mont  may  not  be  paired  for  synne  of  J>e  pr«t ;  but  }e  preiers 
less  effectual,      of  cursod  pr^tis  in  Je  masse  ben  cursed  of  god  &  his  angelis, 
TheprayOTof  a  &  c^rtis  a  prtfst  may  be  so  cursed  &  in  herene  fat  he  maki]^ 
are  accursed,      not  Je  saoroment.     &  god  only  knowi]?  whanne  his  synne 
is  in  ^at  degre  &  whanne  in  lesse,  but  eu«re  it  is  harmful 
to  him  )at  make]'  J^e  sacrament  ynworj^ily.    &  bi  J^es  feyned 
By  these  pardons  P^^dons  ]?e  peple  leue]'  to  do  here  almesse  to  pore  nedy  men 
SSiS-ectod!  "*  enprisoned  bi  god  himself  &  do]?  it  to  ryche  men  &  wasteris, 
&  hopi^  to  haue  more  ]?ank  of  god  ]»er-by  J^an  to  do  it  aftyr 
cristis  owne  techynge;   &  }ea  pr^latis  chargen  more  folye 

^  omitted  X. 
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avowis  of  siche  pilgrimagis  &  brekynge  of  hem,  ]?aii  ]?e  strong 
comaimdemefttM  of  god  &  brekynge  of  hem,  &  ^us  ^e  peple 
dredilr  ^  more  to  broke  I'is  folie  avowis  maad  of  here  owen  More  stress  laid 

'  '  on  vowB  than  on 

erroor  J^an  to  broke  goddis  comanndementis,  &  louen  more  ckxi's  oommand- 
here  folye  avowis  to  fuMlle  hem   ]?an  to  fiilfille    goddis 
hestis;    &  }xia  J^ei  ben  disceyued  hi  J^es  noaelries  in  fei}, 
hope  &  oharite  bi  J^es  anticristis  pr^latis. 


CaptMwm  39"*- 

Prelatis  also  ben  malicious  foxis  &  rauyschynge  wolues,  ™^JJJ^^J2d 
oppr^ssynge  pore  cuYatis  &  annuel  pr^tis  in  here  iurdiccion;  JjJ^^J^S?^ 
for  whanne  Je  kyng  &  lordis  axeden  of  grete  prelatis  subsidies  *"*■• 
&  dymes  for  here  temp^raltes  ]?ei  graunten  hem  so  J^at  pore 
curatis  &  annueleris  may  be  taxid  at  here  settyng ;  &  so  alle 
J^e  charge  falli]^  on  here  pore  curatis,  &  oj^^e  &  J^e  riche 
prelatis  gon  free  or  hellis  wynnen  a  poroion  to  hem  self  of 
goodis  of  here  pore  curatis.     &  ^us  whanne  J^ei  han  robbid 
h)rdis  bi  ypoorisie  of  here  temporal  lordischipis  sotylly  & 
wrongfully  }ei  rauyschen  J^e  goodis  of  pore  pr^tis  ynd^ 
hem  J  &  }u8  Jei  don  wrong  to  lordis,  wrong  to  pore  curatis,  They^wroag  au 
&  to  pore  comunes  also;   &  bi  J^es  seculer  lordischipis  J^at 
Jei  han  be  ypocrisie  Jei  ben  *  emp^o^rs  &  tirauntis  of  o^ere  •[p.  loi  ms.] 
pr^tis.     &  ^t  J'ei  owen  to  be  most  meke  of  alle  oj^^e,  and 
most  bisi  in  studiynge  &  techynge  of  holy  writt  &  ensaumple 
of  alle  goode  manure  of  lif,  boj^e  to  cristene  men  &  to  hej^ene ; 
but  alle  J'es  gostly  goodis  ben  rauysched  &  stolen  from  holy 
chirche,  &  controrie  synnes  brou^t  in  in  stede  of  hem  bi 
]?iB  dowynge  of  prmtis  yri}  seculer  lordischipis;    &  J^is  is 
werse  J^an  rauyschynge  &  stelynge  of  alle  worldli  goodis  & 
sleynge  of  many  ]?ousand  of  manntM  bodies,  as  soulis  & 
T^tues  ben  betre  ]?an  roten  drit. 

^  drawi^  X. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


104 


OF  PRELATES. 


[Chap.  XL. 


Isaiah  iTi.  ]0. 

Frelatea  are 
dumb  doga,  ao 
stuffed  with 
worldly  gooda 
that  thej  do 
not  bark. 


They  undertake 
to  lead  the  peo- 
ple past  danger- 
ous  ways   and 
enemieSy 

but  allow  Cbria- 
tian  aoula  to  be 
strangled  by 
wolrei  of  helL 


They    persecute 
"*^       who  would 


those 
preach. 


They  hare  a  com- 
pact with  Satan 
to  giye  him  souls 
if  he  glTce  them 
wealth. 


CaptMe^m  40**- 

Also  pr^latis  ben  doumbe  houndis  }at  may  not  berke  in 
tyme  of  most  nede  but  ben  traitoui's  to  god  &  his  peple; 
for  fei  ben  so  chokid  wij  talow  of  worldly  goodis  and  oc- 
cupacion  abouten  hem,  ^at  }ei  may  not  preche  ]?e  gospel  & 
warne  ]?e  peple  of  }e  deuelis  disceitis ;  &  si}'  J^ei  taken  }e 
charge  &  offls  to  lede  ]?e  peple  bi  so  perilous  weies  &  enemyes 
bi  trewe  pr^^hynge  of  ^e  gospel  &  ensaumple  of  here  owne 
holy  lif,  &  snfiren  cristene  soulis  be  stranglid  wi^  wolnys 
of  helle  ]Forou}  here  doumbnesse  &  occupiynge  aboute  ]?e 
world,  J^ei  ben  cursed  traitours  to  god  &  his  peple ;  &  ^it 
to  fulfille  }»e  fendis  cruelte  J^ei  pursuen  &  cursen  ^if  ony 
pore  prtfst  wole  pr^he  freli  cristis  gospel  &  delyuere  cristene 
soulis  oute  of  ]?e  fendis  hondis  &  leden  hem  ^e  ri^tte  weie 
to  henene.  alle  cristene  men  schulden  crie  out  on  ^is  false 
treson  &  fendis  malice  &,  as  crist  eeip  in  ^e  gospel,  casten 
hem  out  of  cristene  menntM  ^ompanye  for  here  olde  heresies 
&  cursed  disceit  of  cristene  soulis ;  for  J^ei  han  maad  a  preue 
couenaunt  ynp  sathanas  here  maister,  '^at  he  schal  haue 
soulis  of  here  feyned  iurdiccion  so  "pat  ]?ei  haue  here  worldly 
pride  &  coueitise  &  ydelnesse  &  fleschly  lustb  at  here  wille : 
but  woo  to  suche  traitours  of  cristene  peple. 


CaptVwlMin  41~- 

Worldly  pjeiatea     Jit  worldly  prtflatiB  gostly  don  crist  on  }q  cros  &  sleen 

spiritnaUy,        his  prophctis  &  his  apostlis ;  for  J^ei  don  cristis  holy  lif  & 

techyuge,  &  so  in  a  manure  crist  hym  self,  on  ]?e  cros  of 

lesyngis  &  bitraien  him  to  hej^ene  men  whanne  }ei  ^euen 

when  they  gire  cure  of  soulis   to   Worldly  foolis,  werse    ban  ben  he1?ene 

cure  of  soula  to  ^  9  i  j 

houndis.  And  so  ]?ei  don  crist  on  J^e  cros  of  vnkyndenesse 
&  dispit,  And  hereby  dispisen  hym  more  J^an  diden  iewis 
nailynge  crist  on  bodili  cros.  and  seynt  ion  crisostom,  or 
wi^  ]?e  gildene  mou]?,  &  seynt  austyn  witnessen  plenerly 
Jris  sentence ;  &  bemard  sei]?  ]?at  a  man  }at  synnej^  opynly 


worldly  foola. 

Criaostom. 

Auatyn. 

Bernard. 
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ajenst  goddis  hestis  &  ^eue]?  cursed  ensanmple  to  o}ere  men 

dispigij?  1  more  god  &  do]?  more  wrong  to  hy»»  fan  iewia  ^n/ to"w2 

whanne  Jei  naileden  him  bodely  on  ]?e  cros.  For  orist  louede  f^  ^^  *^® 

more  cnstene  men'  souIib  ]?an  his  owen  bodily  lif;  &  fis 

cursed  man  drawi]?  &o  orist  alle  sonlis  als  moche  as  In  him 

is,  &  }e  iewis  drowyn  fro  him  his  bodily  lif  }at  he  louede 

laase ;  &  ]?ei  slen  his  prophetis  &  apostlis,*  whanne  }ei  do  •[p.  102  ms.] 

cursedly  ajenst  here  techynge  &  maken  it  fals  as  moohe  as  '^  f^  ^j^ 

}ei  ku«ne:    Jis  sentence  witnessi)?  ion  crisostom  vpon  f®  Sefr  SwhSg.** 

gospel  of  seynt  matheu ;   &  }ub  }d  sillen  orist  &  bitraien  CriK»tom. 

hym  for  money  whanne  }ei  forsaken  ]?e  treu)?e  of  holy  writt 

&  holy  lif  for  worldly  honour  &  coueitise,  &  ambrose  &  bede  b5£[**®' 

witnessen  J^is  poynt. 

Capitulum  42. 

Prelatis  blasphemen  a^enst  }e  holy  gost;  for  ]?ei  quenchen  ^^^^^^e 
his  ^iftis  &  sufiren  not  cristene  men  to  teche  goddis  peple  ^i\^Jmm.  to 
wij  aiche  ^iftis,  but  maken  hem  to  waste  J?es  precious  jiftis ;  '^  ^®  ^ 
and  80  as  to  here  entent  &  to  here  dampnacion  ]?ei  quenchen 
]^  holy  gost.    For  in  here  wiUe  ]?ei  distroien  his  werkis, 
&  "pe  synne  is  domed  bi  ]?e  entent,  }oxi}  }e  ende  come  not 
forj  but  be  lettid  bi  goddis  myjt.     For  whanne  }ei  ben 
ynable  bi  ignoraunce  &  wickid  lif  to  teche  cristene  peple 
goddis  lawe,  ]?ei  wollen  not  sufPre  trewe  men  teche  frely 
cristis  gospel  wij-outen  here  leue  &  lettris,  }onj  trewe  men  cSSf's^go^'^ 
ben  neu^re  so  mochil  charged  &  stired  of  god  to  pr^che  his  )^^^^  ^^ 
gospel,    but  Jei  don  Jis  for  ]?ei  "wolden  haue  money  for  here  jSj  ^f<M?^onIy 
lettris  &  swerynge  fat  men  not  prwshe  ajenst  here  synnes,  Jj£d?^theU*riS 
"pou^  yei  ben  neu^e  so  opyn  cursed  traitours  of  god  &  his 
peple;  as  men  gessen  }&t  veyn  religious  don  to  haue  leue^^  to'^prei^ 
of  Jes  goddis  traitours  to  sewe  fablis,  cronyclis,  &  lesyngis  ^^^^ 
for  to  robbe  }e  pore  peple  aftir-ward  bi  clamouse  beggynge, 
dampnyd  bi  goddis  lawe ;  &  ]?us  }ei  jeuen  leue  to  sathanas 
prtfschotirs  for  to  pr^the  fablis  &  flaterynge  &  lesyngis,  &  to 

^  dispese}  X.  >  omitted  AA. 
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disceyne  ]?e  peple  in  fei]^  &  good  lif  &  robbe  bem  of  bere 
worldly  goodie,  &  to  putten  blaspbemye  Tpon  crist  bi  bere 
opyn  beggynge  &  letten  crifltis  pr^cbotirs  to  pr^cbe  firdy  }e 
gospel  J^at  wole  not  flatere  bat  seyn  }e  so]'  to  ecbe  man  & 

c*«ft^of^eir  ecbe  staat  affcir  goddis  lawe.  but  bi  suche  ypocrisie  }ei 
letten  "pus  pr^cbyng  of  cristis  gospel,  last  lordis  &  comnnes 
parceyuen  bere  falsnesse,  Jei  forbeden  not  vtterly  Jat  men 
scbulden  not  prMsbe  J^e  gospel,  but  pat  men  scbolden  not 
pr^be  wi]?-outen  bere  leue ;  &  si]F  ^ei  ben  ful  of  coueitise, 
symonye,  pride,  eztorsions  &  oj^^e  falsnesse,  ^ei  wolen  ^ue 
to  no  man  leue  J^at  ^ei  supposen  wole  seie  J^e  soj^e  &  not 

In  fact  they  oom- spare,  &  SO  i»  entente  &  dede  >ei  oomaunden  l^at  no  trewe 

mand  that  no  ... 

true  man  shall  man  scbal  pr^cbo  be  gospel.     &  bi  bis  bei  casten  to  ende 

prcft/ohthcffospoL 

in  bere  coueitise,  symonye  &  robberie  &  meyntenynge  of 
an^tcristis  cbirobe,  &  it  is  to  drede  last  }ei  enden  in  ]?is 
blaspbemye  a^enst  J^e  boly  gost. 


ph^m^a^Sit        ?^*  worldly  prtflatis  blaspbeme»  ajenst  god  Je  fadir  of 
t^l5?topSSere^®^6^®;   for  }ei  taken  vpon  hem  power  fat  is  specyaly  & 


They  pretend  to 
abeolve. 


oiii*^*m2l2n  "r»  ®^  synncs  &  maken  ]?e  peple  to  bileue  so ;  wbanne  Jei  baue 
abflSvee  for  mSh  ^"^^  assoilynge  as  ♦  vikeris  or  massageris  to  witnesse  to  Je 


rerorred  to  him.  Q^giy  reserucd  to  god ;   Jat  is  assoilynge  of  synnes  &  ful 
remission  of  bem ;  for  J^ei  taken  on  bem  principal  assoilynge 

( 

igera 
Ood  ^ 
for  oon- 

•Fp!*i08Ms.i  P^pl©  fat  god  assoili]?  for  contricion,  &  ellis  neij?^  angele 
ne  man  ne  god  bym  self  assoili]?  but  jif  pe  synnere  be  contrit ; 
]?at  is  fully  baue  sorowe  for  bis  synnes,  &  baue  wille  raf  are 
to  su£&e  los  of  catel  &  worldly  frendisobipe  &  bono^r  & 
bodely  de]?  ]?an  to  do  wityngly  a^enst  goddis  comaundement 
&  wille;  &  J^ei  cbargen  more  bere  owen  assoilynge  }aD. 
They  lay  more  assoillyng  of  god,  for  ^if  a  man  come  to  bere  scbrifte  & 
abM>iatS>n  than  sacr^meutis  f  ci  assoilen  bym  &  maken  siker  J^ouj  J^e  man 
lie  vpon  bym  self  &  be  not  assoilid  of  god ;  &  ]?ou}  a  man 
be  neuare  so  treuly  assoilid  of  god  for  bis  entre  sorwe  of 
synne  %  cbarite  J^at  he  ha]?  now  to  god,  pei  seyn  ]^at  he  his 
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dampnable  bnt  jif  he  be  assoilid  of  hem  ^)£  he  haue  space 
}er'to,  pou}  ]?ei  ben  cursed  heretikis  &  enemyes  of  orist  & 
his  peple.  &  ]?iis  }ei  taken  litel  reward  to  god  whanne  he 
eei]?,  what  eu^re  tyme  a  synful  man  ha}^  so  e^teir^  sorowe 
for  his  synnes  he  schal  be  saaf.     I'es  pr^latis  schnlden  pr^che  They  siuraid 

•'  '        '^  ,  .,  prwcl>  contrition 

pis  contncion  &  m^cy  of  god  &  loies  of  heuene,  &  pe  p«nl  and  the  danger 

'  ./  o  'of  shrift  withoat 

of  schrifte  wij'-outen  repentaimce,  &  foulnesse  of  synnes,  repentance. 

&  grete  peynes  of  helle,  &  rijtwissnesse  of  god  to  make  J^e 

peple  to  flee  synne  &  kepe  trewly  goddis  comaundementis, 

&  not  disoeynen  hem  bi  here  owene  power  of  assoilynge, 

ne  bi  Ms  pardon  ne  feds  preieris  &  o]^er  nouehries  bi  side 

goddis  lawe.     of  >es  >re  &  fourty  errouris  &  heresies  may  We  hm  seen 

men  see  hou  euele  pr^latis  disceynen  cristendom.    Por  of  errors  of  prelates. 

hem   &  non  oj^^e  is  J^is  speche,  &  hon  ^ei  ben  cause  of 

werris  &  euele  lif  in  ]?e  peple,  and  of  here  dampnacion. 

God  for  his  endles  myjt  and  nwrcy  amende  Jes  errouris  and  ^J^^^*^  amend 

opere,  ;if  it  be  his  wille.    Amen. 
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V. 

SPECXTLITM   DE   ANTICHRISTO. 

I  HAYE  little  donbt  that  this  tract  is  by  Wyclif ;  it  seems  to  me  to  bear 
the  stamp  of  genuineness  in  style  as  in  matter.  The  assertion  of  free- 
will on  p.  110  may  surprise  some  who  know  how  prominent  a  place  was 
held  by  predestination  in  Wyclif 's  theological  system,  but  it  will  be  seen 
that  in  dealing  with  the  next  point  of  Antichrist  and  his  clerks,  predesti- 
nation is  treated  as  a  recognized  truth.  This  double-sided  assertion  of 
doctrine  is  usual  with  Wyclif,  who  declares  in  plain  terms  CumpradesU- 
natiane  etprascimtia  itat  libertaa  arhitrii  (see  Lechler,  I.  509). 

The  tract  seems  to  be  early  in  date,  belonging  to  a  time  when  the  poor 
priests  were  already  causing  scandal,  but  when  no  violent  measures  had 
been  taken  to  repress  them.  It  must  have  been  written  before  Wyclif  de- 
veloped his  doctrine  of  the  Eucharist,  or  he  could  hardly  have  mentioned 
the  mass  as  he  does  on  p.  112,  without  any  reference  to  the  &lsity  of 
transubstantiation. 

I  have  retained  the  title,  though  not  found  in  either  MS.,  for  the  sake 
of  distinction  from  No.  XYII. 

Copied  from  the  Corpus  MS.  X.  and  collated  with  the  Dublin  MS.  AA. 

Stthhast. 
AntichriBt  uid  Mb  clerkB  object  to  preaching — 

I.  That  it  causes  dlBsenrion,  and  that  Christian  men  should  seek  peace  and  charity. 
To  which  true  men  say  that  Christ  has  bidden  them  to  preach,  and  that 
preachmg  does  more  good  than  harm. 

II.    That  preaching  is  against  charity,  because  it  hardens  enemies.    It  is  better  to 
pray  for  them. 
True  men  cite  Christ's  example.    Some  men  are  saved  through  preaching ;  others 
made  better  for  a  time.    Besides  in  all  assemblies  there  are  some  good  men 
who  profit 

III.    That  preaching  can  do  nothing  for  men  who  are  ordained  by  God  either  to  perish 
or  be  saved. 
True  men  say  that  God  ordains  men  to  be  saved  through  preaching;  that 
men  have  free  will,  and  God  will  give  them  grace  if  they  desire  it. 

rV.    That  prayer  is  more  profitable  than  preaching. 

True  men  say  that  preaching  is  better  than  praying  by  mouth.  Christ  commanded 
preaching,  but  not  matins  or  evensong.  It  is  uncharitable  for  a  man  to  wrap 
himself  m  contemplation  when  he  might  be  teaching  others.  Yet  priests  are 
to  pray  devouUy. 
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Speculum  de  Antichristo. 

Hou  an^tcfifit  &  his  clerkis  feren  trewe  pr^tis  fro 
prechynge  of  cristis  gospel  bi  foure  disceitis. 

First  J^ei  seyn  \<^  pr^ynge  of  ^e  gospel  maki^  disoenoion  Antiohrist    and 
&    enemyte.    &    sib   cristene   men   scholde  make   pees   &  that   preaching 

J     ^  T  r  should  he  stop- 

charite,  as  Je  gospel  seij,  Jei  schulden  oesse  of  pr^hynge,  Jjj» 

sij^  ^$r  come  J  more  harm  Jan  good  f^-of.    Here  trewe  men  ^torhe  peace. 

seyn  Jat  crist  cam  i»-to  Jda  world  not  to  make  pees  of  synfid  Si?**tia?*men 

men  to  lyuen  in  here  fleschly  Instis  &  worldly  ioife  at  here  jSJUtoth^iuata. 

lykyng,  bat  to  departe  ^  hem  fro  synfdl  lif  bi  Je  gospel,  Jat 

is  depid  swerd  of  Je  holy  gost.     &  Jonj  lucifeiis  children  LndfePachUdroa 

ben  wode  &  sleen  hem  self  bi  sterynge  of  here  fadir  for™*^ 

enemyte  &  here  owen  cmel  hertis,  nt  onstene  men  schoUen  yet  christiane 

moat  ftOfll  God*B 

not  cease  to  do  ]7e '  comaundement  &  honow  of  god  &  poyntis  orden, 

of  charite  to  here  brejren ;  for  crist  &  his  apostlis  leften  not 

pr^shynge  of  Je  gospel,  &  jit  Je  deaelis  lyms  maden  dis- 

cencion  &  grucchynge  &  fijttynge  ajenst  hem    And  goode 

men  resceynynge  cristis  gospel,  to  jeue  ys  ensanmple  to  laste  wuoh  are  to  he 

trewe  i»  pr^ohynge  Jtouj  an^ibristis  clerkis  grucchen.   &  Jus •^^ mm.]^^ 

cristene  men   schnlde  make  verrey  *pee8  bitwene  god  & 

cristene  sonlis  bi  trewe  kepynge  of  his  hestis,  &  distroie 

fials  pees  of  cursed  men  and  don  here  traueile  to  amende  hem 

tor  ellis  Jei  failleden  in  charite.    For  bi  Jis^  sotil  ypocrisie  Antichriat  would 

an^icrist  wolde  quenche  &  owtlaue  holy  writt  &  make  alio  pieachiog  hy^^ 

men  dampnyd;    for  he  wolde  heu^e  stire  summe  of  his  againat  iu  ' 

seruanntiB  &  stryue  &  debate  for  prechynge  of  goddis  word, 

&  Jus  Bchulde  no  man  knowe  goddis  word  bi  pr^ynge. 

And  certis  jif  ony  man  pr^che  in  grace  }ir  comej  more  good  if  a  man  preach 

Jdr-of  Jan  alle  fendis  lymes   may  don  harm,  Jouj  many  good, 

Jousand  sathanas  children  ben  deppere  dampnyd  for  here  though  Satan's 

,,.  ,        ,o-i.  .         j_     •»  children  may  be 

rebelte  ajenst  god  &  his  gracious  tecnynge.  deeper  damned. 

^  do  parte  X.  *  omitted  AA. 
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^Modiy.^ti-      ^J7e  Becunde  tyme*  j^ei  seyn  }at  men  schnlden  cease  of 

»y^at  men  prtfchynge  for  charite  of  here  enemyes.  For  bi  prMhynge  here 

ft^m  preac^g  enemyes  be  stired  to  bate  &  mansleynge  of  holy  prM^homia  & 

their  enemiet.     not  amendid.    for  }ere  ben  many  ]H)U8and  Jot  schullen  ben 

dampnyd  &  not  leue  here  synne  for  ony  pr^hynge,  but  more 

dampnid  for  }ei  heren  goddis  word  &  don  not  ^^-^tftir.   And 

Ezekiei  iii.  26.     for  ^18  cbarite  sei^  god  to  ^e  prophete  }at  he  schal  make 

his  tonnge '  dene  faste  to  }?e  roof  of  his  monj^,  for  ]?e  peple  is 

}»ns  hard  ajenst  god  &  his  techynge.     And  "pus  comannde]^ 

Matthew  Tii.  6.   crist  }at  men  schullen  not  ^ene  holy  J^ingis  to  hondis  & 

patten  precious  perlis  to  hoggis,  &  god  bidde^  to  his  pr«chof«r 

pat  he  speke  not  }ere  goddis  word  where  is  noon  herynge. 

^Here  trewe  men  seyn  }at  }ei  schnlden  loue  more  god  & 

We  ought  to  pray  cristene  sonlis  >an  here  owene  temporal  lif,    And  b^ore 

for  our  raemiet  -*  *^  ^ 

u  Christ  did  on  techi^  goddis  lawc  to  here  enemyes  &  preie  for  hem  hertly 

St.  Stephen,       ^il  fci  weren  dede,  as  crist  dide  on  Je  cros  &  his  apostlis  to 

here  de}  &  namely  seynt  stenene.     And  ^it  fei  weren  carteyn 

jfOt  here  enemyes  schnlden  slen  hem,  ^erfore,  to  teche  ts  '^at, 

who  Buffered      ^ei  suffreden  wilfully  to  )eue  ts  ensaumple  to  sue  hem  in 

wilftilly  to  glTe  ^  ^  i  ^ 

us  example.       j^ig.    &  ]»ouj  men  schulle»  algatis  be  dampnyd  jit  it  helpij^ 
Through  preaeh- hem  l^ot  goddis  word  is  pr^chidy  for  ]»er-by  moo  men  ben 

ing     more     are 

saved  and  fewer  sauyd  &  fowcre  dampnyd  &  so  lesse  peyne  to  hem  algatis. 


Sometimes  men  And  nt  sumtymo  1?ei  ban  compuncion  &  leuen  here  synnes 

are  led  to  amend  r-  ^         j  *       ^  .^ 

for  a  while,        long  tyme  &  ben  in  grace  &  charite  for  a  tyme,  }at  is  betre 

]mn  alle  ]ns  worlds  je  to  hem;  &  god  }eue}»  to  echo  man  a 

free  wille  to  chese  good  or  euyl  &  god  is  redi  to  jeue  hem 

grace  ^  }?ei  wolen  resceyuen  it;   &  }it  ]rei  done  here-by 

and  they  do  good  many  goode  dedis  of  kynde  &  for  hem  schullen  haue  moche 

which  wm  lessen  reward  in  lis  world  at  be  laste  &  lesse  peyne  in  belle,  and 

their  pain  in  helL  ^  ^ 

it'  is  gret  vengaunce  of  god  whanne  he  wi]?-drawi^  pr^hynge 

fro  a  comynalte.     For  J^ei  ben  not  wor]?!  to  here  goddis  word 

&  }erfoTe  }ei  schullen  be  deppere  dampnyed;  and  where  a 

In  a  gathering  of  gedrynge  of  peple  is  summe  comynly  ben  goode,  &  for  hem 

genexaUy^'Mme  principaly  men  prMihen  goddis  word  &  not  for  houndis  }at 

'  berken  ajenst  god  &  his  lawis,  ne  for  swyn  }at  ba}?en  hem  in 

1  omitted  AA.  '  omitted  AA.  *  ^t  AA. 
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sjnne  &  wolle  neu^re  leuen  hem  for  drede  of  peyne  ne  hope  ^  of 

blisse.   And  pf  pr^oors  *weren  c^rteyn  }at  alle  a  oomynalte  irpreaeben 

wolden  not  here  soddis  word  hei  wolden  not  pr^he  here  but  none  who  wocdd 

,  .  .     liiten  they  would 

goo  to  oyer  peple,  as  cri^  biddi]?,  for  ]?ei  sohallen  not  fayle  in  go  elsewhere. 
0  place  or  o}ere  of  8a«»me  good  men  til  ]?e  day  of  dome  come. 

^  pe  ]nridde  tyme  ]?ei  seyn  }at  goode  men  schnlden  be  sauyd  ^^F^^*  ^"5"^ 
fonj  no  prmhynge  be,  for  Jei  may  not  p^rische,  as  god  sei]?.  SISSSuSiml 
And  snmme  wickid  men  schullen  nen^e  come  to  blisse  for  no 
prMihynge  in  er]?e.    ^  Here  seyn  trewe  men  Jat  as  god  ha)?  ^ToSiordSn 
ordeyned  goode  men  to  bUsse,  so  god  ha]?  ordeyned  hem  to  ^J.  ^^^  ^ 
come  to  blisse  bi  pr^chynge  &  kepyng  of  goddis  word ;  and*  JSJ^J^^^d*^ 
80  as  ]?ei  sohallen  nedis  come  to  blisse,  so  ]?ei  moten  nedis  M«ptagW«vord. 
here  &  kepe  goddis  hestis,  &  herof  eemey  pr^chynge  to  hem ; 
and  snmme  wickid  men  now  schullen  be  conn^rtid  bi  goddis 
grace  &  herynge  of  his  word.     And  who  knowe]?  ^e  mesure  « 

of  goddis  mercy,  to  whom  herynge  of  goddis  word  schal  J^os 
profite  ?  echo  man  schal  hope  to  come  to  heuene  &  enforce  syery  man  is  to 
hym  to  here  &  folfiUe  goddis  word,  for  si]?  eche  man  ha]?  a  hemi.  ^^^ 
free  wille  &  chesyng  of  good  &  eayl,  no  man  schal  be  sauyd  a  man  le  eared 

or  damned  as  he 

bnt  he  ]?tft  willefuUy  here]?  and  endeles  kepi]?  goddis  hestis,  wUftiiy  keeps  or 
and  no  man  schal  be  dampnyd  but  he  ]?at  wilfully  &  endeles  behests. 
breki^  goddis  comaundementis,  &  forsaki]?  ^us  &  blaspheme^ 
god.  &  herynge  of  goddis  word  &  grace  to  kepen  it,  frely 
^nyn  of  god  to  man  but  pf  he  wilfully  dispise  it,  is  ri^t  weie 
to  askape  ^is  peril  &  come  to  endeles  blisse;  &  here-fore 
synfdl*  men  owen  wi]?  alle  manare  mekenesse  &  reu^rence  & 
deuocion  heren  goddis  word  &  grucchen  not  ne  stryue  a^enst 
prtfchynge  of  onstb  gospel. 

^pe  fir]?e  tyme  ]?ei  seyn  }at  men  schulden  cesse  of  Fourthly,  Anti- 
prechynge  &  ^uen  hem^  to  holy  preiers  &  contemplacion  men  shpiOd  leave 
for  hat  helpel?  more  cristene  men  &  is  betre.     %  Trewe  give  themselves 

*  '  "  to  prayer. 

men  seyn  boldly  ]?at  trewe  pr^hynge  is  betre  ]?an  preiynge  preaehing  is 
bi  mou]?e,  }e  }ovl}  it  come  of  herte  &  dene  deuocioun,  &  it  ^^  u  edi^^' 
edifie]?  more  J?e  peple;  &  ^fore  crist  comaundid  specialy^ 

^  op  X.  corrected  into  *  hope '  by  a  later  hand.  '  omitted  X. 

*  omitted  AA.  «  omitted  X. 
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his  apostlis  ft  disciplis  to  pr^clie  }e  gospel,  ft  not  to  dose  hem 

in  cloistris  ne  chirchis  ne  stones  to  preie  }ui.    And  J^arfore 

Isaiah  Ti.  8.       ysaio  soied  woo  is  to  me  for  I  was  stille.     And  ponl  sei]?: 

woo  is  to  me  }if  I  pr^che  not  }e  gospel,   ft  god  sei^  *  to  }e 

Eaekieiiii.  17.    prophete,  jif  he  schew  not  to  }e  synfdl  man*  his  synnys  he 

Jerome;  ^^^^  |j^  dawipnyd  J?tfr-fore.    Jerom  seij?  as  myche  as  innocent 

lif  profitij?  hi  merit  ft  holynesse,  so  moche  it  harme]^  }if  it 

a^enstoDde  noujt'  wicked  enemys   of   goddis  lawe.      And 

Gregory.  gregori  seij?,  }at  men  of  gret  kunnyng  ft  virtuous  lif  }at 

chesen  stilnesse  ft  desert  for  lone  of  ^ontemplacion  ben  giltif 

of   as  many  sonlis  as  ]?ei    myjtten    saue    hi  techynge  ft 

dwellynge  in  ]?e  world;  ft  }u8  pr^chynge  is  algatis  best. 

nej^eles  deuout  preiere  of  men  of  good  lif  is  good  in  c^teyn 

tyme,  but  it  is  a^enst  charite  for  pr^s  to  preie  euere  more 

and  no  tyme  to  prMshe ;  si]?  orist  ohargi]?  pr^stis  more  for  to 

^     106 MSI      P*"*®^®  J®  gospel  J^an  to  seie  masse  or  matynes,  for  he  ne 

me^  °f  matinB  ^P^^^J  '^ot  of  matyncs  no  euensong  opynly,  ♦  ne  man^e  of 

orerensong,      masso  now  vscd,  but  Only  of  he  sacrament ;  but  he  comaundib 

bntheoommanda  "         '  ' 

piiflsta  to  preach,  to  pr^tis  for  to  pr^e  j?e  gospel  bi-fore  his  de^  and  aftir. 

Qroaaetete.         And  ]?0r-fore    }e    grete  clerk    lyncoln^  prone]?  ]?at    trewe 

pr^hynge  of  ]7e  gospel  passi]?  alle  o^^re  goode  werkis  ]?at 

man  do]?  in  er^ ;   ft  newe  doctours,  ^e  of  mannys  lawe,  seyn 

^ot  pr^hynge  passe]?  ]?e  masse  in  nyne  profites.  ft  ]?as  sei]? 

icor.i.17.        poul  ^at  god  sent  hym  for  to  pr^e  ]?e  gospel  ft  not  to 

1  johniu.  17.     cristeno  men;  and  ion  ]?e  ewangeUst  sei]?,  jif  a  man  see  his 

bro]?tfr  haue  node  ft  close  his  m«rcy  fro  him  ha]?  not  charite. 

moche  more  jif  men  ben  in  node  of  soule  ]?^  is  no  charite  in 

pr^stis  but  }if  ]?ei  techen  hem  goddis  comaundementis  }if  ]?ei 

chrirt  MTi  men  han  kunnynge  ft  *  leiser  jfer-to ;  ft  ihu  seij?  fat  men  schullen 

wh^^auta*^  be  dampnyd  jif  ]?ei  failen  in  bodHy  werkis  of  nwrcy,  >at  is 

work!  of  mercy,  ^^q^jj^^q^  ordeyned  to  hem.  ft  ]?us  prdstis  may  not  oesse  of 

Preaching  li      prtfchyngc  for  suche  preiynge,  for  ]?an.  fei  leften  ]?e  betre 

If  they  neglect  it  ]?ing,  ft  to  hem  grettcre  comaundement,  ft  deden  ]?e  lesse  ft 

SSt^dUi^  lesse  wor]?i,  &  }us  }ei  weren  out  of  charite ;  ft  ]?anne  here 

ttjdrprayeriare  ^j^j^j^  schuldeu  not  ben  acceptable  to  god,  for  ]?ei  sueden 

1  omitted  X.       *  omitted  X.       >  omitted  X.      . «  omitted  X. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SPECULUM  DB  AKTTCHBISTO.  113 

not  crist  fai  cam  from  heaene  to  saue  soulis  bi  pr^chynge  of 

fe  gospel,    lord,  what  charite  is  it  to  a  kimnynge  man  to  J^^*^^  J^^^^^^ 

chese  his  owene  oontemplacion  in  jeste,  &  suffre  o}&re  men  Jj  <iJSJ£n^SJJSn 

goo  to  helle  for  bregynge  of  goddis  hestis,  wlia»ne  he  may  Jj"to**h3i  "to! 

lyjtly  teche  hem  &  gete  more  >ank  of  god  in  HtQ  techynge  '^^^^^^'^e^ 

ysn  bi  longe  tyme  in  suche  preieris.    p^fore  prMis  schnlden 

stndie  holy  writt  &  kepe  it  in  here  owen  lif,  &  teche  it  oj^^e  Yet  prioti  an 

men  trewely  &  frely,  &  }at  is  best  &  most  charite.    And  in     ^"^    ^^  ^' 

esrtejR  tymes  preie  most '  deuoatly  &  haue  sorowe  for  here 

synnes  &  o^ere  mennys.    And  ]mn  ]7ei  schullen  be  as  ]^e 

firmament  ouer  litel  sterns  in  comparison  of  o^ere  seyntis  in 

henene.    God  brynge  ys  alio  to  ]?at  glorious  blisse  for  his 

endeles  mercy.    Amen. 

1  omitted  AA. 
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VL 

OP   CLERKS   POSSESSIONERS. 

I  HEsniTE  to  prononnce  an  opinion  as  to  the  aatborship  of  this  tract.  In 
expression  it  often  resembles  lY.  and  YII.,  but  it  has  points  of  likeness  to 
others  which  I  cannot  assigpi  to  the  same  hand.  The  mention  of  the  yoice 
heard  at  the  first  endowment  of  the  Church  (Chap,  ix.),  and  the  reference 
to  the  parallel  between  the  three  estates  and  the  persons  of  the  Trinity 
(see  opening  of  Chapters  xxxi.  xxxn.  xxxin.),  connect  it  with  No.  XXYI. 

There  are  touches  of  irony  {$,g.  Chap.  Tin.)  which  are  like  "Wyclif, 
and  the  phrase  ''Antichrist's  martyrs"  (Chap,  x.)  is  applied  to  the 
"irreligious  that  have  possessions,"  in  a  tract  on  the  Seven  Works  of 
Mercy,  which  is  probably  genuine  (S.  E.  W.,  III.  171). 

If  the  tract  be  Wyolif 's,  we  may  date  it  rather  before  1380.  The  friars 
are  already  a  bad  set  who  ''bear  the  banner"  for  subtlety  and  sham 
poverty,  but  they  are  not  yet  the  habitual  adversaries  whom  Wyclif 
cannot  refrain  from  attacking. 

Copied  from  the  Corpus  MS.  X.  and  collated  with  the  Dublin  MS.  AA. 

SUHHABT. 

Chap.  I.    Clerks  possefisioners  destroy  priesthood,  kni? htbood,  and  the  commonalty. 

Priesthood,  by  giving  themseWes  to  worltUy  business,  by  appropriation  and 

its  consequences,  by  luxurious  life  and  neglect  of  preaching. 
Knighthood,  by  taking  into  amortiBement  lands  which  should  sustain  knights 

to  govern  the  people. 
The  commons  by  deprivine  them  of  the  services  of  priests  and  knights,  by 
oppression  in  rents  and  mies,  and  by  wasteful  expenditure. 
II.    They  say  by  their  deeds  that  Christ's  example  is  insufficient. 
III.    The]r  disobey  God,  and  teach  that  lords  may  not  amend  them,  nor  commons 

vrithdraw  their  tithes. 
IT.    They  set  their  rules  above  Christ's,  and  punish  breaking  them  more  severely 

than  idle  swearing. 
v.    They  shelter  themselves  under  the  names  of  saints,  but  live  wickedly. 
YI.    They  tell  lies  about  saints  to  colour  their  own  worldly  life. 
VII.    They  get  goods  under  pretence  of  spending  them  in  alms  and  spend  them  on 

pomp. 
YIII.    They  take  upon  themselves  heavier  burdens  than  did  Christ,  since  they  add 
worldly  lordship  to  the  duties  of  the  priesthood ;  and  of  these  conflicting 
calls  they  attend  most  to  the  unworthy. 
IX,    Secular  lordships  in  the  church  lead  to  simony,  and  wealth  of  the  orders 

brings  men  to  them  for  ease  and  luxurious  life. 
X.    The  possessioners  are  Antichrist's  martyrs,  dead  to  holiness,  who  will  spend 
money  and  life  to  maintain  their  worldly  possessionfl. 
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Chap.  XI.    They  preacli  Beldom,  and  then  for  ahow,  and  hinder  those  who  would  truly 
preach  the  gospel. 
211.    Honks  and  canons  profess  a  rule  of  community  of  goods,  yet  they  bold 
property. 
XIII.    They  hold  rules  made  by  sinful  men  more  perfect  than  those  made  by 
Gnrist,  letting  a  monk  oecome  a  Mar,  while  he  may  not  become  a  simple 
priest. 
Xiy,    They  care  more  for  the  praise  of  men  than  for  the  praise  of  Grod. 
XV,    They  bind  themselves  to  contradictories,  to  be  dead  to  the  world,  and  to  do 

worldly  business  at  command  of  the  abbot. 
XVI.    They  set  the  worse  aboTC  the  better,  man's  rule  aboTC  Christ's ;  and  if  any 
will  leave  their  order  for  a  better  life,  they  persecute  him. 
XYII.    Their  wasteful  use  of  goods  belonging  to  the  poor,  in  dress  that  is  too  costly 

and  much  too  large  and  loose. 
XYIII.    They  engross  to  themseWes  all  the  good  books,  and  will  neither  lend  nor 
use  them. 
XIX.    They  give  hospitality  only  to  the  rich  and  oppress  the  poor. 
XX.    They  visit  widows  and  orphans,  but  only  to  get  their  property. 
XXI.    Tbey  mislead  lords  into  persecuting  God's  servants. 

XXII,    They  claim  licence  to  commit  crime,  by  denying  the  right  of  the  civil  power 
to  deprive  them  of  property. 

XXIII.  They  make  men  leave  the  study  of  holy  things  to  attend  to  worldly  business. 

XXIV.  They  are  insatiable,  trying  to  get  all  property  into  their  dead  hands. 
XXV.    They  are  quick  to  plead  in  the  courts,  and,  beside,  are  ready  to  damn  those 

wno  deny  their  aemands. 
XXYI.    They  incite  to  war  and  so  slay  men. 
XXVII.    They  oppress  the  meek  and  uphold  the  proud. 
XXYIII.    They  pretend  to  watch,  but  sleep  more  than  other  men. 
XXIX.    They  inveigle  young  children  into  their  orders. 
XXX.    Their  deceits  as  to  special  prayer. 

XXXI.    They  persecute  Christ  in  the  persons  of  his  true  disciples. 
XXXII.    They  blaspheme  against  the  Holy  Ghost  by  stopping  preaching. 
XXXIII.    They  blaspheme  the  Father  by  preventing  lords  from  maintaining  God's 

ordinance  as  to  the  clergy. 
XXXIY,    They  do  away  with  the  rule,  on  which  they  are  founded,  of  abstinence, 

poverty  and  labour. 
XXXV.    They  are  strong  theives  who  rob  the  church  of  the  spiritual  goods  of 

poverty,  simplicity,  and  meekness. 
XXXVI.    They  mislead  lords,  interpreting  the  oath  to  maintain  the  church  as  up- 
holding them  in  their  possessions  even  if  wrongful. 
XXXVII.    They  are  heretics,  but  they  bring  charges  of  heresy  against  true  preachers 

to  blind  the  people. 
XXXVIII.    They  accuse  true  preachers  of  stirring  up  strife,  but  it  is  themselves  who 
are  in  fault. 
TTTTY-    They  care  more  that  respect  should  be  paid  to  them  than  to  God,  and,  like 
the  Jews,  persecute  for  fear  of  losing  their  possessions  and  honour. 
XL.    They  get  all  lordships  into  their  hands,  but  will  not  pay  taxes. 
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J^is  is  of  clerkis  possessioneris. 
Capitulum  prtmum. 

p^(£ki^raende-  *C^6rkiB  poBsessioneris  fordon  pr^thod,  knyjthod  &  comineris ; 
toTghthiSf^d  ^^^  >ei  taken  >e  ordre  of  pr(wthod  &  bynden  hem  to  kepe 
common..  '       .^i  ^^^^  ^  YioH  lif  &  techynge  of  goddis  peple  aftir  cristis 

How  they  should  '  ^  "^ 

UTe  M  priests,     lif  &  his  apostlis,  &  Bpecialy  in  verrey  mekenesse  & '  wilful 

pou^  &  bisi  troueile  in  techynge  of  goddis  lawe  &  wilful 

By  worldly  pos.  de)?  suffrynge  ]?tfr-fore.    But  bi  J^es  worldly  possessions  and 

sc^ions  they  are  ,        ,    ,  , 

tT^edtoworidiy  lordischipis  pel  ben  turned  to  pompe  &  pride  &  coueitise  & 

ofderotion.        grete  bisynesse  of  worldly  plees  &  worldly  festis  &  seculer 

la  wis,  J^atdeuocion  &  holy  meditacion  &  studyynge  &  techynge 

of  cristis  holy  gospel  is  forjeten,  &  discencion  among  cristene 

men  brou^t  in,  &  meyntenynge  of  wrongis  &  oppr^asynge 

of  pore  men  bi  here  worldly  power  and  cautelis  holden  vp. 

They  take  bene-  ^^  }^^  taken  benefices  wi}  cure  bi  appropriacion,  }at  is  maad 

pSko^  *^^'**'  bi  fals  suggestion  &  symonye,  ft  techen  not  }e  parischenes 

and  do  nothhig  goddis  lawc  ue  mynystre  hem  sacramentis  ne  releuen  pore 

loners,*  ^^    '  men  wij?  residue  of  tij^es  &  offiynges.    But  setten  J^r  a  Tiker 

butpntinaTicar  or  a  parischc  pr^t  for  litel  cost,  ]70U^  he  be  vnable  bo]?e  of 

kunnynge  and  lif  to  reule  his  owene  soule,  ft  for  pou^rt  of 

benefis  he  may  not  go  to  scole,  ne  leme  at  horn  for  bisynesse 

of  newe  syngynge  &  gedrynge  of  ty}?es  &  mynystringe  of 

Thns  wise  clerks  sacramcfitis  &  oJtfTe  occupacions.     &  ]?U8  wise  clerkis  ben 

Snefioe^  **^*  °'  putt  out  fro  benefices  }at  myjten,  couden  and  wolden  teche 

]7e  peple  }e  gospel  ft  goddis  hestis,  ft  blynde  lederis  ful  of 

aimsdohig  stop-  coueitlsc,  lecherie  &  oj^^e  synnes  broujt  in ;  ft  almes  doynge 

*  to  pore  men  of  ]^e  parische  ft  hospitalite  ft  fyndynge  of  pore 

poor  chUdren  not  children  to  scole  ft  so  clergie  aftirward  ben  outlawid.    also 

sent  to  school.      -.,,  -i-  11  •  •« 

They  make       P®^  taken  po  ordro  of  prMthod  to  seie  massis  for  money,  & 
moneyhymasses;  ^^awne  fei  schuldeu  be  gostly  Hjt  of  }e  world  bi  opyn 
set  no  example  of  ensaumple  of  holy  lif  ft  trewe  prM^hyngo  of  holy  writt,  as 
^^    *'  crist  comaundid  to  alle  his  apostlis  ft  disciplis,  ]^i  hiden 

c£*istCT?to  UTe  ^®°^  ^^^  ^  fi^^y  cloistris  ft  lyuen  in  lustis  of  flech  ft  glotonye, 

at  their  ease.  1  v   -v  •  -     a  & 

^  ni8  X.  'lit  AA. 
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drounkenesse  &  ydelnesse  &  deep.    &  as  }ei  feynen  }ei  ben  Their  inxury. 
exempt  from  prechynge,  }at  orist  comaiinde>  to  prwtis,  bi  MemM*from^ 
profession  maad  to  synful  foolis  &  in  cas  to  sathanas  J?at  p"*™v« 
teche]^  hem  ye  controrie  of  goddis  comaundementis ;  &  jif  ony. 
such  religious  be  stirid  bi  charite  &  conscience  to  goo  to  JJ^i^^^^JJJ  v 
oristene  peple  ft  prwhe  hem  goddis  lawe  he  sohal  be  lettid  J^^SbSfenS  ^^ 
bi  an^icristis  obedience  vp  peyne  of  dedly  synne  ft  prisonynge  on  pain  of  prison 

or  aren  daatli. 

ft  Bumtyme  of  bodely  de]?.  &  ]?us  fes  possessioneris,  ft  namely 
religious,  leuen  goddis  comaundement  ft  *werkis  of  m^cy  *Cp.  iosms.] 
ft  cbaiite  yndon  for  obedience  of  synful  men,  And  distroien  Thtu  they  de- 

•^  '  etroy  priesthood. 

prtfsthod  ft  trewe  techynge  ft  holi  lif  of  ^e  peple  in  echo 

degree,     f  Also  }ei  distroien  knyjthod  bi  wiles  of  Jto  fend,  for  ^g^^*^^ 

fei'  han  grete  lordischipis  amorteised  to  hem ;  bi  whiche  lord-  tor^pa*'^p. 

schipis  knyjtis  sohulden  be  susteyned  to  gouerne  }e  peple  ^i^^T'v 

ft  }ei  moten  now  faile  boj^e  i»  noumbre  ft  power;   ft  J^is  gjjj^^mwn- 

amorteisynge  oome]^  in  bi  ypocrisie  of  preiynge  be  mou]^  This  ii  done  by 

^t  is  prAsed  of  hem  more  Jan  prechynge  of  ]?e  gospel ;  but  hg,         ^'*^' 

Curtis  yia  ia*  m^rueile,  for  none  of  alle  Jes  ^at  preien  ]7us 

whot  where  his  praynge  schal  t«rne  in-to  his  owene  damp- 

naeion,  and  ]?an  is  it  litel  wot}  to  o]?0re  synful  men;   ft 

almy^tti  god  aeip  ^at  ^e  sacrofices  of  wickid  men  ben  abhomi-  ^^^-  ^^-  ^• 

oable  and  that  he  schal  curse  to  here  blissynges ;  ft  J^e  preire 

of  yat  man  ^at  ttime]?  awey  his  erris  to  here  not  goddis  lawe  ProT.  zxTUi.  9. 

is  abhominable  or  cursed ;   ft '  banne  sib  god  comaundib  so  Ood  oommandB 

■"^  ^  '         that  the   clergy 

often  in  his  lawe  bobe  olde  ft  newe  bat  clerkis  ne  sohulden  fbouid  hold  00 

'  «»  lordships. 

haue  non  seculer  lordischipis  ft  ^ei  hauen  so  many,  ft  so 

faste  meyntenen  hem,  here  preynge  is  cursed  ft  abhominable. 

And  }i£  seynt  austyn,  seynt  gregory  ft  seynt  bemard  ft  oj^tfre 

seyntis  &  reson  wi]?  manure  of  lyuynge  of  J^es  proude  posses- 

sioneris  ben  wel  soujt  in  mature  of  preiynge,  ]?ere  wole  seue 

a  sentence  of  grete  wepynge  ft  momynge,  schewynge  how 

men  ben  disceyued  bi  ypocritis  preire  boj^e  in  fei]?  hope  ft 

charite  ft  worldely  goodis  ft  pees  ft  reste.     for  }if  a  lord  or  if  a  layman  love 

a  laborer  lone  bet^re  god  ]^an  ]?es  yeyn  religious  ft  proude  these    reUgioos 

«_,,  .  .,!•*  •         ...do,  his  prayer  is 

ft  lecherous  possessionens,  pe  lewid  manys  preiere  is  betere  more  worth. 
.  ^  omitted  X.   .  *  omitted  X.  >  omitted  AA. 
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]7aii  alle  here  criynge  &  knaokynge ;  &  Curtis  it  were  raj^^re 

hfre^Mttno?S*^™^^  to  lordis  to  hire  euclie  proude  clerkis  to  seie  neij^er 

say  maas.  masse  ne  matines  in  J^is  cursed  lif  }?aii  to  holde  &  to  meyntene 

hem  in  ^is  manure  preiynge ;  for  her  lyf  ^  is  hlasphemye  vnto 

AuBtyn.  god,  as  austyii  seij? ;   &  }ei  stiren  god  of  treuj^e  ra^^re  to 

Gregory.  vengaunce  Jan  to  m^cy,  as  seynt  gregori  sei}?.     And  J^w-fore 

Jerome.  seynt  ierom  criede  &  wrot  to  his  dep  )^at  clerkis  schnlden 

lyue  on  dymes  &  offiynges  ]^at  is  goddis  port  &  not  haue 

secnler  lordischipis  ne  worldly  richesses,  but  in  pouM  sue 

•Seynt*  bede.     cHstis  cros :   &  seynt  bede  wrot  to  )^'  erchebischop  of  )ork 

]?at  jifte  of  kynges  wha»ne  ^i  ^auen  temporaltes  to  clerkis 

was  most   fool   ^uynge,   &  tellij?   many  harmes  comynge 

Aurtyn'texampie.  Jer-of ;    &  J^ore  whanne   seynt   austyn  sey'  his  clerkis 

wexe  proude  for  litel  rente  J^at  )^ei  hadden  he  priede  }e 

peple  of  his  cite  to  taken  ]?e  rentis  a^en  and  suffire  hem 

lyue  on  goddis  part,  J^at  ben  ti]^s  ft  offirynges,  as  fe  holy 

martir  possidonye  writti}^  of  seynt  austynes  lif.    ]7anne  m} 

trewe  techynge  of  curatis  is  leid  doun  by  apropriacion  of 

parische  chirches,  ft  kny^tthod  bi  amorteysynge  of  temparel- 

PoMeeeioners  de-  tees   is  mochel  distfoied,  ft  he  pore  peple  hard  piled  bi 

atroy  the   com- 

r^^^JS^**'^^"  ^^®^^^8e  clerkis  opynly ;  it  sue]?  pat  pes  proude  posses- 
andgoodgoTem-  gioneris  distfoien  J^e  comunes  of  pe  lend,  si)?  J?ei  fordon  trewe 
•[p.  109  MS.]  techynge  bi  curatis  ft  clerkis  ft  good  *  gouemaile  bi  kny^ttis, 
oJiiecSSr'plmti  *  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^  gedrynge  of  here  rentis  ft  mercymentis  more 
and  fines;  j^gj^  lordis  woldcu,  and  jeuen  ensaumple  of  pride  ft  coueitise 

gationr^^^  ^^'  *  ''^oDgft^  meyutenyfige  of  worldly  plees  a^enst  rijt  ft  good 
conscience,  ft  letten  almes  of  curatis,  ft  wasten  pore  meunys 
^i^aTd'giuu  liflode  in  pride  ft  glotonye  ft  worldly  array  more  fan  grete 
**"^'  lordis  may  wel  atteynen  to. 

CaptMtim  2*- 
PoBsefsionerssay     Also  pCB  possessioneris  scyn  in  dede  p&t  cristis  lif  ft  en- 

bv  their  acta  that  i       ^  -^  x 

Christ**  example  saumpcl  W-of  is  insufficient  ft  lif  sikerere^  bi  worldly  lawes 

la  inanfllcient.  '  , 

is  betre ;  for  ]?ei  forsaken  pore  lif  ft  meke  aftir  crist  ft  his 
1  omitted  X.         *  omitted  X.         >  Be>  X.         «  sikere  X* 
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apoBtlis,  ft  taken  worldly  sykemesse  for  }e  betre;  ft  her^ 
'pel  blaspbemen  crist  ft  ben  ont  of  ri^t  fei]?.  And  ^if  }ei 
witten  }at  cristis  lyf  *  and  trewe '  lif  of  clerkis  ensaumplid 
^^-aftir  is  best  ft  most  esy  ft  most  siker  for  ^  soule,  pel 
ben  onte  of  cbarite  to  forsake  }e  best  tan^t  [ft]  ensanmpILd  of 
crist,  and  to  take  a  lif  ordeyned  of  synful  foolis  ft  coueitonse 
of  worldly  pride  ft  name  ft  auer ;  ft  }if  J^ei  meyntenen  stifly 
'pis  errour  J^ei  ben  stronge  beretikis. 

Capitulum  3~* 

Pronde  possessioners  ben  traitours  of  god,  of  lordis  ft  of  £3SJ?*^®God, 
Je  comune  peple.  >ei  ben  traitours  of  god,  for  >ei  distroien  ^l^^"^"^' 
hiB   ordynannce   bat   he   made  for  clerkis,   &  in  stede    of  To  ood,  by  de- 

'f  I  '  ^     stroyinghlBordi- 

mekenesse  ft  wilfol  pon^  &  discrete  penaunce  brengen  in  >»>u)e. 
coneitise,  pride  ft  wombe  ioie  and  ydelnesse.     &  ]^i  bryngen 
lordis  ^  in  J^is  errotir  of  bilene,  J^at  pei  ben  in  dette  to  meyn- 
tenen hew  in  J^is  worldly  lif,  ft  J?at  lordis  may  not  mayntene "  JJl^^t^^iJJJ; 
mstis  ordynannce  in  clerkis  for  drede  of  an^«cristis  curs  ft  cSSat'S^uS?  oS 
brekyng  of  here  o\  bi  whiche  J^ei  ben  swome  to  meyntene  *^  «i«8y- 
holy  chirche ;  for  ^at  J^ot  is  p%  fendis  chirc[he],  J^at  ben  proude 
clerkis  ft  coueitonse,  J^ei  clepen  holy  chirche  to  tumen  alle 
^ing  ypsodoun  as  an^tcristis  disciplis.     ft  \ai  pat  is  holy 
chirche,  J^at  ben  trewe  techeris  of  cristis  mekenesse,  wilful 
pou^  ft  gostly  traueile  &  meyntenoMrs  of  cristis  ordynannce, 
^i  clepen  heretikis  ft  pursuen  hem  to  ]?e  de]?  worse  J^an  don  Peneoate  true 
he]^ne  men,  for  no  man  schulde  be  hardi  to  teche  ft  meyn- 
tene holy  writt  a^enst   here   cursed  lif.      ft  )?ei  bryngen  Tbey  teach  win- 
comunes  in  \\&  errour,  \ai  jif  Jei  taken  ony  Jing  pronely  or  miMt  not  with- 
ap«^;ly  fro  an^Msristis  chirche  ft  his  clerkis  >ei  schullen  be  "e?lf. *<>»  ^^**- 

r        J  I  Christ's  church. 

cursed  ft  prisoned  ft  dampnyd  in  helle;  je,  J^ouj  J^s  worldly 
coueitonse  clerkis  lyuen  neu^re  so  opynly  a^enst  goddis  lawe, 
ft  techen  opynly  cursed  heresie.  &  ]?ei  techen  ]^  comune 
peple  J^at  J^ei  schullen  haue  goddis  blissyng  ft  blisse  of  heuene 
pf  ]^ei  paien  treuly  here  tij^s  ft  offryngis  to  hem,  whanne 
^i  lyuen  in  opyn  lecherie  ft  coueitise  ft  don  no  ]dng  here 
1  >er  A^.      *  omitted  X.      >  treule  X.      «  omitted  X.      *  omitted  X, 
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gostly  office,  but  bi  word  &  enBaample  of  euyl  lif  leden  J^e 
peple  to  belle. 


They  oare  more     ALso  1^8  possesdoiiers  setteii  more  pris  bi  reulis  of  sjnfal 

for  roles  of  men 


Capitulum  4*- 

)r8  setten  more  prii 

than  for  rnin  of  men  ban  bi  renlis  of  ibu  crist  god  &  man :  for  bei  taken  reulis 

of  synful  men  as  benetis  &  6p$re  popis  and  holden  hem  more 

p^t  ]?an  }e  dene  reide  of  orist.     &  }ei  cha[r]gen  more  to 

•[p.  110  MS.]      broke  sucbe  tradiciouns  *maad  of  synful  men  J^an  to  broke  fe 

comaufidementis  of  god  &  poyntis  of  charite ;  &  for  to  proue 

is^onidklkh^  ]?is,  loko  where  a  prest  or  monk  schal  ben  hardere  ponyschid 

'ututeTSSfor^*^'  breky»ge  of  ]?e  popis  lawe  or  of  benetis  reule,  je,  for 

gnofane   awear-  brekynge  of  here  owene  statutis,  ]?a*»  for  ydel  sweryng  of 

herte  &  bonys  of  orist  ft  brekynge  of  ^e  holy  day ;  &  here-bi 

may  men  see  where  J^es  possessioners  louen  ft  dreden  more 

goddis  hestis  or  synful  mennys  trodicions. 

Capitulum  5"*- 

Semad^eaimder  ^^*  ^^  possessiouers  entreu  vnd^  colour  of  seyntis  ft  lyuen 
SSite.***"*  ®'  alle  ajenst  ]?es  seyntis ;  for  yei  comen  in  vnder  colour  of  soynt 
benet  ft  seynt  austyn  to  lyue  in  mekenesse  ft  pou^  ft  bi 
^Mintiy.  "****  labour  of  here  hondis  for  her  liflode,  and  bi  ypocnsie  j«i 
rennen  in-to  pride,  coueitise,  worldly  worschipe  ft  welfare 
ft  idelnesse,  ft  ben  wode  whanne  men  tellen  ]^  so]»e  of  cristis 
gospel  ft  his  pore  lif  ft  ]?e  soj^e  of  here  owene  reule  &  profes- 
sion ;  for  bi  yis  teohynge  here  ypocrise  and  lesyngis  schulde 
be  knowen,  ft  ]?ei  be  turned  to  here  first  ground  or  ellis  for- 
saken al.  ft  ]7is  wheren  grete  peyne  for  proude  men  ft 
delioat;  ft  ^erfore  ]?ei  maken  a  scheld  of  ypocnsie  ft  worldly 
frendischipe  a^enst  }iB  treuj^e. 

Cepitulum  6"*' 

2^'t?1Sito     ^^^  ^  proude  possessioners  lien  on  seyntis  ft  sdaundren 

wi^**^  ^^^  ^®°^  ^J  "'''^^^^l^y  ^  ^  coloure  Jer-by  here  owene  false  pride ; 

for  ]?ei  writen  ^at  J^is  is  benetis  lif  ft  thomas  of  oanterburieSj 
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whaiine  >ei  lyueden  &  endeden  in  oontrdiie  man^e.     And  They  brinip  oat 

'        ^  the  worldly  deeds 

Jei  bryngen  for)?  poyntis  of  here  worldlynesse  wlianne  J?ei  wWohsainudid, 

diden  a^nst  lioly  lif  &  tecbynge  of  crist,  &  biden  here  grete 

sorowe  ft  penaunce  Jat  J?ei  diden  for  8[i]cb  wildenessie ;  ft  JJ^n^^  ^^ 

alio  ^is  is  for  ]wi  wolden  colonre  here  owene  synne  bi  'pes 

Beyntis  ft  maken  pe  peple  wene  pat  pes  seyntiB  camen  to 

henene  bi  pis  vairpe  of  worldly  lyiiynge  &  Hkynge  of  here 

fleach;  ft  J^os  )^ei  brengen  eristene^  peple  in  errour  a^enst 

pe  feip  bi  lesyngis  putt  on  seyntis. 

CBpitulum  7*' 
pes  proude  possessioners  ben  penes  ft  heretikis;  for  ]?ei  They  get  poaset- 
comen  bi  falae  menys  as  ypocrisie  &  lesyngis  to  Jes  grete  JJ^^^jJ^J^**"*"* 
lordischipes  &  bi  colour  to  spende  hem  in  almes  of  pore  men, 
but  J^ei  wasten  hem  in  glotonye  ft  pompe  ft  pride  ft  worldely  J^^-i^JJ^y^^i^ 
gaynesse,  as  pelure  ft  costelewe*  dobia  ft  proude  alitterede  »»y«io^«*. 

X  x-  and   attendante, 

squyerys  ft  haukis  ft  hondis  ft  mynstraHs  ft  ryche  men ;  ft  ^^^b  honnda, 

bi  colour  pat  crist  was  f  us  worldly  lord,  Jtfrfore  ]?ei  sohulden  *°*  °»iMtt«i». 

haue  pus  seculer  lordischipis  bi  heritage  of  orist  as  his  most 

worjd  stfTuauntis;  but  cnst  sei^  in  pe  gospel  of  seynt  ion  Joi»  ^▼i^  w» 

}^at  his  kyngdom  is  not  of  pis  world,  &  hadde  not  bi  worldly 

lordischipis  where  onne  to  resten  his  owene  bed;    p&rtore 

it  is  heresie  to  putten  pis  seculer  lordischipe  on  crist,  ft 

herbi  disceyuen  oristene  men  in  fei]?  ft  worldly  goodis,  ft 

maken  hem  to  meyntenen  derkis  in  here '  heresie. 

Capitulum  8*- 

Also  ^es  ypoofit  is  possessionerschargen  hem  self  more  pan  Ther  take  mora 
crist  *and  his  apostelis  wolden  or  my^tten,  ft  wittyngly  take  themseiyw^an 

^  *         '  "    ^  "  Chriat    and  the 

pe  werse  ft  leuen  pe  betre.    Eor  bi  als  moche  as  J^ei  haue  apoetie^ 
seculer  possessions  more  J^an  crist  ft  his  apostUs  hadden  J^ei 
ben  bi  ^at  bounden  pe  more,  ft  ]?ei  ben  bounden  to  holy  lif 
ft  trewe  techynge  bi  pr«9thod  in  as  mochil  as  pA  may  J^^fore ; 
ft  >ei  taken  bisynesse  of  pe  world  ft  leuen  studiynge  & toworidiy hmi- 
1  distil  AA.       '  Gostelewo  X.       >  hii  X  (corrected  by  a  later  hand). 
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techynge  of  holy  writt  &  denocioun  i«  preiere  &  J^inkynge 
of  heuenelj  swettenesse ;  &  J^ei  chesen  raj^^re  to  lyne  vnd^ 

their ordenf  **' sywguler  obedience  &  profesaion  maad  to  worldly  foolia  J«« 
to  lyue  bi  forne  of  }e  gospel  in  }at  firedom  }at  crist  jaf  to 
prtfstis.    &  }7^ore  J^ei  ben  many  times  nedid  &  bi  ypoorisie 

God»l  MmmSdB  ^^"^y'^®^  to  leue  goddis  hestifl  vndon  &  to  p^rforme  J?e 

undone,  wrongful  biddynge  of  anttcrist;   &  bi  Jris  feyned  obedience 

is  strif  &  enuye  bron^t  in  and  pride  &  worldly  lordischipe 

andthosriMfrom  meyntened  in  dede  men;  &  bus  >ei  risen  fro  v«^;ue  to 
synne,  fro  mekenes  to  pride,  fro  wilful  pou^  to  coueitise 
&  lordischipe,  fro  grete  penaunce  &  gostly  traueile  to  glotonye 
&  ydelnesse. 

Cspitulum  9"*- 

SrShiJTbSSg        p68  seculer  lordischipis  in  clerkis  bryngen*  iit  symonye, 

coTetottsnaw.      coneytise  &  glotonye  &  ydolatrie,  Jat  is  worschipynge  of  false 

goddis;  for  bi  cause  of  J^is  lordischipis  men  oomen  to  grete 

prelacies  &  oj^^re  degres  of  ^e  chirche  bi  money  &  worldly 

Great  prelacies  fauour  &  pledyngc  &  fijttvnge,  where  bei  schulden  come  to 

aregot by  money,  r       ^    o  /    ./    o  /  /  ^        ^ 

fi  Tl^^*  *°d     hem  bi  mekenesse  and  holy  lif  &  bisy  traueile  m  studiynge 

&  techynge  of  goddis  lawe ;  &  feyned  religious  possessiooers 

The reUgiona join  comen  to  bes  ordris  for  sikernesse  of  worldly  welfare  &  pride 

their  order  for  -^  ^  m^ 

pride  and  eaae.  &  eise  of  body,  where  Jto  schulden  come  to  hem  to  be  dede 

to  ]7e  world  &  to  lyuen  in  penaunce  & '  streit  pou^  as  oristis 

apostlis,  &  ^us  J^ei  suen  ^is  holy  staat  of  pou^t  &  penaunce 

for  worldly  richesse  &  wombe  ioie.     And  before  Jei  ben  ful 

of  symonye  &  heresie,  as  reson  &  lawe  techen,  &  ]wi  wasten 

They  warte       moche  good  in  ryot  &  glotonye  &  pledynde  &  meyntenynge 

andiawBuita.      of  wrongis  ajcust  poro  gentil  men  &  comnnes.    And  si]?  al 

J^es  wastid  goodis  ben  pore  menntM  liflode,  as  ierom  &  lawe 

Thus  they        techen,  &  he  J^at  defraude)^  pore  men  yer-of  is  a  man  of  blood 

and  are  guilty  of  spilid,  ^8  possessioners  ben  mansleeris  &  irreguler  &  cursed 

of  god ;  &  si]?  coueitise  &  glotonye  ben  seruage  of  maunmetrie, 

Coioeaians  ill.  6.  as  poul  sei]?,  J^es  possessioners  honouren  false  goddis.    for  fea 

^riSi  "km  *^*  sl^illis  &  many  mo  }e  angel  seyd  ful  soje  whanne  J?e  chii-che 

1  breogynne  X.  '  of  X* 
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was  dowid  ]^at  J^is  day  ia  yenym  ached  in-to  ye  chirche ;  for  ohnroh  was  firtt 
}ei  }at  schulden  be  most  meke  &  wilful  pore  &  in  most 
deuocion  &  myrrotfr  of  alle  y^rtues  to  worldly  men  ben  now 
turned  in-to  luciferis  pride  &  sathanas  coueitise  and  an^tcristis 
ypocrisie  &  ydelnesse,  &  ben  myrrour  of  alle  synnes,  &  no 
tonge  in  J^is  lif  oan  telle  J^e  harmes  her-of. 

Capitulum  10*- 

Jit  J^es  pronde  possessioners  ben  an^tcristis  martiris,  for  J?ei  Sj^SSoSSat's 
♦ben  reised  bi  hyn^  fro  de}  of*  worldlynesse  and  vanyte  to  lif  ^ffj'j^g  j 
of  lordis  and  werris  &  falsnesse ;  for  in  here  profession  J^ei 
ben  holden  dede  to  >e  world  &  yanyte  & '  likynge  J7^-of.  SjtoS^iorW, 
But  in  desirynge  &  holdynge  seculer  lordischipis  &  worldly 
honour  &  delicat  mete  &  drynk  &  gaye  clo]?is  yei  schewen 
in  dede  lot  lei  ben  ri^t  freisch  in  bodely  lif,  but  I  suppose  bat  they  show 

.   '        '  '  ^         '  rr         themiplves  freeb 

pat  fei  ben  dede  to  holynesse  &  penaunce  &  profitynge  to  jjough  in  bocuiy 
o^ere  men ;  &  namely  )ei  schewen  ^is  reisynge  in  pledynge  bat  are  dead  to 

o  •      t  «   •  •!  -I         bolineea. 

&  werrynge  m  here  owene  parsones,  &  in  counseuynge  of  ^e  p^^  ^^  lawsoits 
men  to  werre  on  cristene  men  for  worldly  goodis ;  for  }at  }ei  S^TO^tSy^uS 
don  more  cruelly  ]?an  worldly  lordis,   as  men  knowen  of  JJ^  ****"  ^^ 
pletynge  &  conseilynge  to  werris.     j^^rfore  it  seme]?  to  summe  ^^^^^^as^Se 
men  Jat  }ei  feynen  hem  dede  to  gete  pray  of  worldly  lordi-  Jg^^'***®*^^ 
schipis  &  richesse;   as  ]?e  fox  feyne]?  hym  dede  til'  briddis 
comen  to  his  tounge,  &  Jeanne  he  schewi]?  hym  on  lyue 
deuoujyDge  &  swelwynge  of  hem ;    &  ]?us  J^ei  ben  dede  to  Se%^t* «?  ^ 
profitynge  of  oj^^re  men  &  here  temporaltees  ben  mortesid,  iSiSimorS^, 
fat  is  confermyd  in  J^is  de]?,  for  Jei  comen  neu^re  to  seculer  SeeS!^*****^^* 
men  ^if  ]?ei  may,  ]?ou^  J^ei  ben  getyn  bi  neu^e  so  fals  title 
&  a^enst  conscience;  for  ]?ei  wolen  not  see  mennys  rijt,  ne 
worsche  aftir  good  ^  conscience,  but  bosten  of  ]?ousand  markis  They  boast  bow 
ft  ]K>usand  poundis  ^at  ^ei  wolen  ooste  in  plee  bi-fore  J^ot  ]?ei  sp^d  in  iaw. 
lesen  ony  fote  of  lend;    &  of  suche  religious  wreochis  aeip 
Bobert  grosted  ^at  siche  on  is  a  dede  careyne  gon  out  of  his  Orosted. 
sepulcre  wlappid  with  doj^is  of  momynge,^  dryuen  ft  stirid 

»  or  X        «  of  X.        «  to  X,        *  omitted  X.       »  morynge  X. 
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^ne  ^dSSto  ^^  ^  deuyl  among  men.  And  for  J^is  worldly  lif  &  coueitise 
wOTWU^^iife**^'  ]?ei  wolen  coste  &  die  to  meyntene  it ;  but  for  to  meyntene 
but  wui  do      be  treube  of  cristis  lif  in  mekenesse  &  poo^  &  bisi  traueile 

sothinff  to  main- 

tain  chmt'B  in  pfM^hynge  J^  gospel  }ei  wolen  not  traueile,  but  raj^^re 
pursue  hem  to  de]^  ]^t  traueilen  for  yis  holy  lif;  &  }\ia  }ei 
lyuen  in  delices  of  J^e  world  &  here  flech,  &  J^^rfore  ^ei  ben 

Romans  ▼m.  IS.  ^^de  to  god  as  poul  sei),  &  so  J^ei  lyuen  an^tcristis  lif  & 
meyntene  }at  to  here  de}  a^enst  cristis  lif  and  lawe  & 
techeris  ]?^-of. 

Gapttulum  ll*- 

They  stop  tra«     ^it  proude  possessiouers  ben  an^tcristis,  for  >ei  letten  trewe 

men  from  preach-        «      *  *  j 

ing  the  gospel,  men  to  pr^he  J^e  gospel  of  ihu  crist  &  suffren  not  }e  peple 
knowe  goddis  lawe  bi  whiche  ]^ei  schulden  be  sauyd.  For 
OT&"with  Se  W^^^  f^^  dowid  ben  so  occupied  aboute  }?e  world  and  newe 
Swdr^  new  ous^  SdTuyce  and  song  &  feyned  obedience  to  worldly  foolis  Jat 
iSwh  TOidomf^  ]?ei  may  not  studie  &  pr^che  goddis  lawe  in  centre  to  cristis 
peple.  ^And  ^if  ^ei  pr^che  selde  whanne  }ei  pr^chen  cronyclis 
ISd^y'to^*^  poisies  &  newe  fyndynges'  of  hem  self,  &  maken  false 


;       «*«^"*-  comendaciones  of  dede  men  for  to  geten  a  name  of  veyn  sotilte 

J^jt  nothing  of  &  Worldly  J^auk,  &  leuen  to  pr^he  cristis  gospel  and  hia 

lywynge;  &  jif  oj^^e  men  wolen  treuly  &  firely  pr^he  Je 

gospel  &  dispise  synne,   as    crist  comaunde]?,  ^s    proude 

Sat'*woSid^****P^®^^^^'^®"®"  letten  hem  bi  cautelis  of  an^icristis  censuris 

Md"°^riecaitonl  ^  worldly  powcr  &  sclaufidrynge  &  prisonynge,  &  dryuen 

•[p.  113  MS.]      hem  ♦out  of  londe  &  ellis  brennen  hem  jif  }&.  may.    &  j^is 

is  for  drede  leeste  cristis  pore  lif  &  meke  &  traueilous  & 

peyneful  be  knowen,  &  hou  derkis  ft  namely  religious  ben 

bounden  to  holde  sich  pore  lif  ft  meke  ft  peyneful  in '  reson- 

able  abstynenoe,  ft  trmieile  in^  studiynge  ft  pr^hynge  of 

holy  writt,  ft  eUis  as  crist  sei]?  J^ei  schulde  be  put  out  ft 

^S^t, JJIai^i dispifled  of  men;   for  bi  >is  pr^jhynge  here  worldly  lif  ft 

ture^from***^  coueitise  schulde  awey  ft  penaunce  &  traueyle  come  ajen. 

should  be  known. 

^  feyndyngis  AA.       *  poesionen  X.       >  and  X.        *  and  X* 
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Cepitulum  12'"- 

pes  pronde  possessionerB  ben  rotid  in  lesyngis  a^enst  crist 
&  his  trewbe,  for  as  seynt  bernard  &  anselme  seyn  monkis  Monks  aod 

*  canons  should 

&  chanons  ben  bou»den  to  l?e  same  lif  >at  pore  men  of  JJve  «  the  first 

'  r        r  Christians, 

ieit^al^m  belden  aft^  sendynge  doun  of  ]?e  boly  gost.    And 
J>ei  selden^  her  possessions  &  putten  }e  pris  to  alle  cristene  "^^^  tfoM^^nd 
in  comyn  conudrtid  &  ^er  was  no  nedy  man  amongis  be»t.  ^S^^^i^^, 
For  it  was  jouen  to  eche  man  as '  it  was  node,  &  non  of  hem  ***^' 
seide  ]?at  ony  J^ing  was  his  owene;   bnt  alle  J^ingis  weren 
in  comnne  to  hem.    bnt  moDkis  &  chanons  appropren  alle 
^ingis  to  hem  self  &  not  to  comnnete  of  cristene  men;  & 
]Fes  possessioners  seyn  in  word  }at  alle  J^ingis  ben  comnne, 
bnt  in  dede  J^ei  ban  proprete  &  strynen  &  pleden  J^^rfore ;  ^^t  these  hold 
.  jit  seynt  ierom  &  anselm  seyn  ]?at  ]?e  cronne  of  clerkis  crie^ ' 
fton^rt,  &  here  doMnge  crieb  honeste,  holynesse  &  forsakynge  and  falsity  the 

pretence  made  in 

of  }e  world,  &  belles  here  signes  ben  false  &  Jwi  ben  lesyng-  their  clothing. 
mongeris  &  lesynge  in  it-self,    but  now  }ei  ben  riche  & 
proude  &  coneitouse  ft  fol  of  ennye  ft  glotonye,  ft  ben  j^e 
fendis  children  for  J^ei  lonen  ^us  lesyngis,  as  seynt  ambrose 
Beij^j  ft  yus  yei  disceynen  ^e  peple  hi  ypocrisie. 

Capitulum  IS*"- 

Possessioners  holden  }at  religion  }at  orist  made  lesse  p^t  ?SidS*"^^ 
fan  is  religioun  founden  of  a  synfnl  man,  for  }ei  holden  a  £Jf Lj^J^^Jj^ 
reule  maade  not  of  seyntis  but  of  here  owene  worldly  hedisJJfJ^JJ^^^y**"* 
more  p^t  ]^an  religion  of  pr^sthod  ]^at  crist  ^  made  in  his 
firedom;   for  ]?ei  holden  here  owene  trodicions  more  p^t 
fan  renlis  fat  crist  made  in  f e  gospel,     for  jif  reulis  of 
pr«thod  maad  in  f e  gospel  were  more  p^t  fan  f e  renles 
of  newe  monkis,  it  were  laweful  for  a  pr^st  to  leue  here  for  they  wfli  not' 
renles  ft  gon  to  reulis  of  prrathod  as  crist  made  hym  in  f  e  Mm?  ?^"iLpie 
gospel,  for  it  is  lawefbl  to  passe  firo  fe  lasse  p^t  to  fe  more     ^^' 
parfit,  but  monkis  wolen  not  snffire  for  no  reson,  but  f  ei 

1  BeodenX.      *  omitted  X.     ?  treith(P},  may  ^oreithX     «  omitted  X. 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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Z2i*^2oo*"  i«t  w[olen]  suflfre  a  monk  goo  to  beggeris  ordre  whanne  lie  axij? 
begging  Mar.     leue,  J^ouj  hee  gete  it  neu^e ;  &  J?u8  J?ei  holden  J^e  ordre  of 

beggeris  maad  of  synM  men  more  p^t  ]?an  religion  of 

pr^thod  maad  of  ihu  crist  god  &  man. 

Gapitulum  li*** 

fS^worWi  ""*     ^^^  y^  possesaioners  dreden  more  leaynge  of  here  tem- 

pSiM  tbui  for  V^^^^^^  J'wi  I008  0^  goodis  of  vertue  &  of  cbarite,  &  chargen 

^ptjjj  and  God's  jj^Q^e  name  &  preisynge  of  men  j^an  preiaynge  and  )?ank  of 

god;  for  J^ei  dreden  more  to  displese  lordis  &  mj^tty  men, 

bi  seynge  &  meyntenynge  of  a  profitable  trea}?e,  for  loos 

of  here  temp(>raltee8  J^an  to  displese  god  bi  suffirynge  of  opyn 

•[p.  114  MS.]      synne  &  domnpnesse,  for  whiche  ]?ei  ben  *dampnable,  as  seynt 

Bomant  1. 32.     pool  soi]? ;  &  foi  chargen  more  kepynge  of  here  veyn  sygnys 

&  customeSy  for  to  haae  preisynge  of  men  J^at  ]?ei  holden  wele 

here  religion,   )^an  kepynge  of  goddis  hestis  &  poyntis  of 

charite  &  discret  penaunce  for  preisynge  &  j^ank  of  god; 

&  here  is  ^  foule  ypocrisie  &  cursed  blaspheme  &  forsakynge 

of  god  as  seynt  pool  witnessed  plenerly  in  holy  writt. 

Capitulum  15"*- 

Wnir^OTuSTes     P^  possessioners  bynden  hem  self  to  controdiccion  &  }?ing 

toimpoesibuiuaa,  j^^j.  ^  i^^posible;  for  >ei  bynden  hem  self  to  be  dede  to  >e 

to  bo  dead  to  the  world  &  forsaken  it  &  bysynesse,  &  on  }?e  tojfsr  side  }ei 

and  to  do  any  bynden  hem  to  obedience  for  to  take  worldli  bisynesse  aftir 

to  which  their  biddynge  *  of  a  worldly  &  synfol  &  coueitous  &  vnkunnynge 

abbot  or  priour,  &  J^is  }?ei  moten  do  bi  y^ae  of  ]?is  obedience, 

]?ou^  god  stire  hem  to  be  betre  occupied  aboute  studiynge  & 

techynge   of  holy  writt,  &  j^us  mannus  comaundement  is 

parformyd  bi  blyndnesse  &  ypocrisie  &  goddis  comaundement 

&  more  profit  of  cristene  soules  is  putte  bihynde.    But  it 

seme]?  }ei  forsaken  hunger  &  ]7urst*  &  penaunce  &  troueile 

to  be  lordis  &  riche  &  lyue  in  bodyli  ayse  on  alle  sidis;  & 

)?us  }e  fend  bi  his  worldly  derkis  disceyuej?  men  by  colour 

1  his  X.  '  byndynge  X.  '  >re8t  X, 
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of  holyneese,  &  brynge]?  hem  to  worldly  lyuynge  whanne 
^i  wenen  to  come  out  ^-of,  &  }ub  caste^  hem  bi  here 
owene  tarn« 


Capitulum  16"^- 

^it  religioua  poBeessioners  ben  groundid  &  holden  for)?  bi  JJjJerTand**" 
blasphemye  &  herede;   for  }?ei  ben  groundid  on  }?is,  ]?at^®"**^» 
statutis  maad  of  a  synfiil  fool  ben  bet^re  in  here  dom  }an 
^  lawis  }at  crist  ordeynede  for  prratis  &  olerkis,  for  ellis 
hei  wittyngly  forsoken*  he  betre   &   token'  he  worse  &  for  they  maintain 

J  'f    °  ^  *  »  the  worse  against 

helden'  it  forth,  &  weren  out  of  charite.    And  jif  )?ei  meyn-  ^SontofchaiiSr* 

tenen  an  exxotfr  a^enst  charite  J^ei  ben  heretikis ;  &  jif  Jiei  and  m  heretioa, 

aeyn  J^ot  here,  reulis  ben  betre  J^an  cristis  reulis  jouen  to 

prMtis  &  derkisy   J?ei  blasphemen  ajenst  god,  &  so  at  \e  Sdr^JJ^SSrc 

begynnynge  Jiei  ben  blasphemys  on  alle  sides  or  at  \e  leste  ^^tiinn^^^ 

knowen  not  cristene  bileue;    &  in  holdynge  for]?  comynly 

}ei  ben  blasphemys,  for  J^ei  letten  a  prest  to  lyue  &  teche  ?j3[P'*jJJ**'^ 

as  crist  oomaundid  in  J^e  gospel,  &  J^ei  letten  a  cristene  teaching. 

man  to  seme  his  god  in  \e  beste  man^e.     For  jif  a  pr^t 

of  her  feyned  ordre  wole  lyue  poreli  &  iustly  &  goo  freli 

aboute  &  teche  frely  goddis  lawes,  J^ei  holden  him  apostata 

&  prisonen  hym,  &  holden  hym  cursed  for  J?is  pr^stis  lif  J|^/  ^^y  JJJJ 

comaundid,  ensauwplid  of  crist  &  his  apostlis;  &  so  jif  a^f^^*"" 

cristene  man  wole  forsake  a  wickid  worldly  couent  ful  of  ^JJ^^^jJj^ 

pride,  ypocrisie,  coueitise  &  symonye,  aft^  snybbynge  as  ^'^•^  oooyent, 

crist  teche]^  in  \e  gospel,  J^ei  pursuen  him*  as  apostata  & 

cursed  man,  for  he  do}?  as  crist  &  his  apostelis  techen;  & 

^s  is  cursed  blasphemy e  of  god.    &  ne  were  }?is  prison  & 

sdauiidrynge  fewe  goode  men  or  none  schulden  dwelle  amonge  otherwiae     few 

•'*',*'  °    good  men  would 

suche  couentis  for  drede  of  consentynge  to '  here  syxmes.  remain  there. 

Capitulum  17"*- 

*Also  Jies  possessioners  wasten  bi  ypocrisie  nedeles  many  •[?.  ii5ms.] 

pore  mennys  goodis,  for   seculer   possessioneris  han  many 

pr^ious  clo^  &  costy  &  riche  peluris ;  &  alle  l^is  is  wast  Their  rioh  cloth- 
ing 
^  fonakea  Z.    '  taken  X.    *  holden  X,    *  hem  X,    *  oouenynte  of  X« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


128  OF  CLERKS  POSSESSIONBRS.  [Chap.  XTIL 

bonerhtoatof     of  Dore  mennys  goodis,  Bi>  bi  here  owen  lawe  what  eo^re 

poor  men's  ^  ^      o  j      i 

goods.  clerkis  han  is  pore  mennys,  &  ]?ei  schnlde  teohe  to  cristene 

men  boj^e  in  word^  &  ensaumple  of  here  owene  dedis  ^ 

pon^  &  symplenesse  of  onst  &  his  apostlis.    Also  religious 

possessioneris  wasten  pore  menntM  goodis  in  wide  cloj^is  & 

Their  clothes  are  precious,  J^at  foure  or  fyuo  nedy  men  myjtten  welle  be  clo]7ed 

or  iiTe  men  might  wit  0  cope  &•  hood  of  a  monke,  &  bat  large  clo>  seruel?  to 

be  clad  from  one       '  »         x  o  /  x 

monk's  hood,      gidre  wynd  &  lette  him  to  go  &  do  his  dedis;  &  dt  bei  ben 

and    the    great 

frock  catches  the  brou)t  in-to  chirche  to  reise  vp  cristis  pou^  &  his  apostlis 

wind  and  stops  r  r  r 

theurwork.  &  lytien  in  momynge  and  penaunce  and  to  be  deed  to  fe 
world ; '  but  by  ypocrisie  al  Jris  is  turned  ypsodoun,  what  in 
wast  meyne  and  proude  and  hije  houses  and  glotonie  and 
ydulnesse.  And  so  in  ensaumple  and  dede  ]^ey  techen  heresie 
and  blynden*  }e  people  in  feith  and  lyf  of  crist  and  his 
apostles  to  J^e  contrarie  as  cursed  disciples  of  anteorist. 

CBpitulum  18. 

^yt  }eB  possessioners  ben  ]?eues  and  so  striers  of  clergye 

They  grt  hold  of  and  of  good  Hf  in  the  people,  for  )?ei  han  manie  bokes, 

varionsways,     ^nd  namely  of  holy  writt,  Summe  by  bygging  and  some  by 

jifte  and  testamentis  and  some  bi'  oj^^re  disceitis  and  sutiltees, 

and  let  ttem  rot  and  hydeu  hem  from  seculer  clerkis  &  suffiren  bes  noble  bokes 

in  their  libraries,  ''  ' 

neither nsing nor  weze  roten  in  here  libraries,  &  neiber  wolen  sillen'  hem  ne 

letting  others  . 

use  them.  lenen  hem  to  opere  clerkis  ]?at  wolden  profiten  bi  studiynge 

in  hem  &  techen  cristene  peple  pe  weie  to  heuene.     &  in 

off^en  *  •Me'  j^is  defaute  ben  religious  mendynauntis  as  principal  ^euys 
&  forgoeris  of  an^tcrist,  J^at  seculeris  &  curatis  may  almost 

£rSf^Brown»8  6®^  ^^  ^®^  ^^  valuc,  and  herby,  as  seynt  Richard  primat  of 

Pascicnins.ii.474.  ir]and  witnesse]?,  fei  casten  to  distroie  dergie'  of  seculeris 

and  trewe  techynge  of  }e  peple.    lord,  si^  )es  bokis  ben 

more  nedeful  to  mannys  good  lif  ]?an  gold  or  siluer,  &  he" 

is  out  of  charite  J^ot  see]?  his  hro^er  haue  node  of  worldly 

sustenaunce  &  helpi}?  him  not  whanne  he  may  esely;  hou 

moche  more  ben  }?es  religious  out  of  charite,  ^at  helpen  not 

^  world  X.  2  omitted  X.  *  worldly  AA.        «  bynden  X. 

*  omitted  X.       '  omitted  X.    .       ^  dergise  AA.        "  omitted  X. 
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seouler  olerkis  &  cuiatis  of  J^es  bokis  neiyer  be  jifte  ne  leuyng 
ne  aiUyng  for  no  ^  money. 

GsLpitulum  19*^ 

Clerkis  posaessioners  ben  fonle  out  of  charite  &  blynden 
foole  J?e  peple ;  for  J^ouj  f  ei  ban  many  grete  bouses,  costlewe  Thev  have  great 
&  wasty,  &  alle  }at  ]?ei  ban  oner  bere  strecte '  liflode  is  pore 
mennys,  as  bere  owen  seyntis  &  lawis  seyn,  jit  pore  men  may  and  show  no  hos- 
not  be  berbwerid  amongis  bem  in  bere  grete  castelis  o'f*®5;5ji?^^ 
paleis,  but  lordis,  &  ladies  namely,  scbullen  soionren'  amongis 
bem  many  jeris.    lord,  bou  scbulde  J^es  traitours  ben  excused 
at  domesday,  si}?  crist  sei]?  J^o  men  }?at  not  berberwid  sucbe 
pore  berberweles  scbullen  be  dampnyd.     wbere  ypocrisie  & 
TTorldli  pride  &  *  coueitise  &  lecberie  scbullen  make  bim  *[p*  n6  ms.] 
exempt  fix>  dedis  of  m^cy  &  comaundement  of  god;  for  a 
baylL  stiward  &  ricbe  men  of  lawe  scbullen  baue  festis  &  Abafliir  or  stew. 

•'^  ardof  ariohman 

robis  &  mynystralis,  ricbe  cloj^is  &  buge  jiftis,  but  pore  men  Jj^  ^^«  '«"^- 
scbullen  stonde  with  oute  &  goo  dailes  but  jif  ]fei  geten 
knockis  &  reprouynge  &  wrong  extorsions  &  euyl  paynge  ofj^^*!^^^, 
berebiie;  &  jitjes  mendynauntis  passen  alle  oj^^re  posses- JJ^J^^"^ 
sioners  in  j^is  ypocrisie  &  defaute  of  pite  for  to  gete  worldly  Frian  the  wont 
J^ank  &  grete  wynnynge. 

Capitulum  20"'- 

pes  possessioners  ben  foule  y  pocritis  vnd^r  name  of  religion  & 
cursed  of  orist  for  bere  disceitis  bi  wbicbe  ]?ei  disceynen  oristene 
peple ;  for  wbanne  seynt  iame  tecbi]?  }at  JtIs  is  olene  religion  jamee  i.  27. 
anemtis  god,  to  visite  fadirles  cbildren  &  moderles  &  wedewis 
in  bere  tribulacioD,  &  to  kepe  bym  *  self  ynblekkid  or  defoulid 
fro  Hs  world:  bei  visiten  ricbe  men,  &  namely  wydewis,  for  instead  of Tisitfaig 

^  ^       .  \  M  \^  i.        widows  In  trlbu- 

to  baue  bere  goodis  tp  caymes  castel,  &  sikeren  bem  of  so  lation,  they  Tisit 

^  ^  rleh  ones  to  get 

many  massiB  &  preiens  durynge  ]?e  world ;  &  jit  J^ei  witte  not  their  goods, 
wbere  bere  preiere  tume  to  bere  owene*  dampnacion,  &  be  «iderpret«^of 
ctirsed  of  god,  &  stire  god  of  bolynesse  &  treuj^e  to  yengaunee 
^  omitted  X.         '  streyte  AA.         *  soiornen  AA.         *  hem  AA.         '  men  X. 
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for  here  owene  wickid  lif  &  ypocrisie.  JJdrfore  crist  ctirse]^ 
MattDflLii.    gcribis  &  Pharisees,  ypocritis,  J?at  eten*  widewis  houses  bi 

suche  longe  pteieris.  &  }ei  yisiten  not  fiadirles  children  & 
TiieydonotgiTemoderles  and  widewis  to  releue  hem  hi  almes  ^euynge,  but 
and  oiphaoB,  enqueien  siche  children  &  widewis  jif  ]?ei  may  disceyue  hem 
^OToiSS?**'"^  pnrchasynge  of  here  rentis  &  ojwre  goodis  hi  flaterynge 
FMan  the  wont,  wordis  &  sikemesse  of  gostly  helpe;  &  in  ]?is  ypocrisie  J^es 

mendynaantis  beren  J^e  baner  for  srtilte  &  feyned  pou^. 


Capitulum  21"'- 

SSbyr^ag  ?^*  J'®^  possessioDcrs  blyndcn  lordis  &  myjtty  men  to 
^^sErrSSJT  turmenten  goddis  s^ruauntis,  bi  prisonynge  &  opere  bodily 
peyne,  whanne  ]?ei  forsaken  pronde  &  coneitonse  men  endurid 
in  here  synnes  &  seruen  god  in  }e  beste  manure  aft^  here 
power  &  kunnynge  bi  fredom  of  ]?e  gospel;  &  ]?us  ]^ei 
disoeyuen  lordis  in  fei]?,  hope  &  charite,  &  maken  lordis  ^e 
deuylis*  ttirmento«rs  wanne  J>ei  hopen  to  plese  god  in  meyn- 
tenynge  of  holy  religion. 

Capitulum  22«- 

Also  ]?es  possessioners,  wij^  helpe  of   false  freris,   sotil 

ypocritis,  &  cursed  h^retikis,  dampnen  holy  writt,  ]?e  kyngis 

regalie  &  wise  men  of  cure  lend,  for  to  meyntene  here  fedse 

■MvLriontamaT  g®*®'^  possessions  &  Worldly  lif;  for  }ei  crien  }at  it  is  heresie 

^**theiifto^'  erronr  ajenst  goddis  lawe  ^at  secnler  lordis  may  take 

their  Cuiito.       temporal  goodis  fro  clerkis  trespasynge  bi  longe  cnstome ;  & 

certis  jif  secnler  lordis  may  not  take  temporal  goodis  frx) 

clerkis,  'panne  J^onj  clerkis  trespassen  nen^e  so  moche,  ^e 

ThM    i'^^in  traiterie,  conspirynge  }e  kyngis  dep  &  quenys  &  alle  Je 

theidng,  lordis  &  ladies  &  comunes  of  cure  lond,  J^e  kyng  may  not 

Sne"t£m1i*fK  P®^y^^®  ^®™  ^^  ^  ferjdng  wor}?,  &  panne  is  goddis  lawe 

n?  117  MS.1      ^^  ^^  ^^^^^  power  to  kyngis  &  secnler  ♦lordes  to  ponysche 

gen^raly,  outaki]?  no  man;    &  many  mo  orible  conclasions 

suen  of  ^Ib  dampnynge,  as  men  han  writen  in  many  placis. 

<  heten  X.  *  dead  X. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Chap.  XXIY.]  OF  CLERKS  FOSSESSIONEBS.  131 

Capitulum  23"- 

Poesessioners  also  oonstreynen  prmliB  to  lene  Btudijnge  of  Theyforoepriestit 
holy  writt  &  deaocion  &  prmh jnge,  &  neden  hem  bi  v^tue  ^^7  tbings, 
of  obedience  &  peyne  of  prisonynge,  &  dampnacion  as  J^ei 
feynen,  to  bisien  hem  nedles  nyjt  &  day  wi)?  worldly  occu-  "^inJ^e«^J 
pacion,  ajenst  cristis  reule  &  here  owene  profession,  for  ellis  ^©'Wiy  affWrs, 
}ei  seyn  here  conent  schnlde  p^rische  &  here  religion  goo 
doun;  &  J^as  bi  obedience  maad  to  synfal  man,  &  in  cas  to  SmmiuiiteSIoYe 
fendis,  fei  fordon  obedience  to  god  lord  of  al  >ingis.     &  jif  ^^'•• 
a  synfal  ydiot  bidde  hem  do  Jto'  lesse  goode,  &  god  bidde}? 
hem  do  ^  more  goode,  ]?ei  sohullen  leue  j^e  more  good  & 
sterynge  of  orist  &  ^  holy  gost  for  ^is  feyned  obedience  to 
a  synful  caitif ;  &  \us  whanne  ]?ei  ^  bynden  hem  to  forsake 
)e  world  &  be  dede  ]?^-to,  \b\  ben  quekenyd  bi  an^icristis 
obedience  &  maade  more  worldly  J^an  ony  oj^^re  men. 

Copiiulum  24"*- 

Also  Jes  possessioners  ben  neu^e  fol  of  worldly  goodis  &  ^^JlS^a*^ 
aeculer  lordischipisi  bnt  enare  purchasen,  be  it  rijt  be  it«>'d5Si». 
^nroDg,  bi  gold,  be  ypocrisie  'of  preiere '  &  bi  pordons;  for  J^e 
coueitouse  man  schal  not  be  fnlfiUid  wi)?  money,  as  god  sei]? ;  Eooiiw.  xiv.  9. 
&  80  ]?ei  broken  Jto  renle  of  crist  tan^t  &  comaundid  bi  seint 
poul  to  alle  pr^tis :  we  hawynge  liflode  &  couerynge  be  we  i.  Tim.  vi.  8. 
apeied  wi)?  Jes  J^inges ;    &  j^us  is  ieromyes  propheoie  fulfillid  Jer.  yi.  is. 
)at  fro  ]?e  leste  to  J^e  moste  ]?ei  stndien  to  coneitise.     &  si]? 
^ei  may  not  gou#me  wel  ]?e  peple  as  lordis  schulden,  }?ei 
woUe  not  cesse  til  alle  be  conquerid  in-to  here  dede  hondis  2ff£5gB*?nJhd? 
to  distroie  lordis  &  comunes  &  holy  lif  of  pr^stis;  &  c^is  d«»d  hands, 
ojw  )ei  ben  of  more  myjt  &  witt  to  do  boje  temporal  office  &  JJ^  Ste  thim 
BpiWual  to-gidre  )?an  weren  crist  &  his  apostlis,  or  elles  Jei  ^^JelT^  ^" 
ben  foolis  disceyned  bi  pride  &  coueitise  of  }\a  world ;  for 
onst  &  his  apostlis  couden  not  or  myjt  not  or  wolde  not  do ' 
)e8  oflices  to-gidre,  bnt  weren  fully  occupyed  wij?  spirti^ual  ^^^^^^  ^f^^ 
office;  &  J7ns  Jes  possessioners  sdanwdren  cristis  lif  &  ben  out  '^  oocM^non; 
of  fei]?,  hope  &  charite,  &  harde  rotid  i^  heresie.  rooted  in  heresy. 

^  >ii  AA.        *^  omitted  X.        >  to  X.  oorreoted  by  a  later  hand. 
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Capiiulum  26"' 

^S« w!SdMe     f ®®  possessioners  J^at  byndew hem  to  p^rftt  conseilU  of  crist 

court***  ^^^***"  *  to  forsake  }e  world  ben  moste  bisy  to  stryue  and  plede  for 

worldly  possessions  bi  londis  lawe,  &  cnrse  also  for  dymes, 

beridMtiiat.they  je,  for  foure^  penywor]?  good  ourse  many  J^ousand  sonles  to 

goods  worth  a  helle.    loid !  hou  ben  j^ei  i»  charite,  for  so  litel  good  damp- 

nynge  so  many  soulis,  as  moche  as  in  hem  is ;  Bij^  )?ei  schnlden 

3fl2n  *to '>  ^  ^^^  *^®  worldly  goodis,  je  and  here  owene  lif,  for  to  saue  o 

sar?^  boto*  ^  ^^®  ^^  ^^  ^^®  ^^  charlte.     cartes  J^es  ben  religions  of  an^^- 

cristis  &  sathanas  }&t  maken  so  grete  stryues  &  discencions, 

&  to  brynge  men  out  of  charite  for  to  geten  to  hem  a  litel 

St.  Bernard.       drit  of  temporal  goodis.    litil  setten  J^ei  bi  seynt  bemardis 

word,  ]?at  what  eu^e  J^ou  baldest  to  }e  of  tyj^es  &  offryngis 

•[p.  118  MS.]      on^  symple  liflode  *&  streit  cloj^ing,  it  is  not  }?in;  it  is  ]?efte, 

In  many  cases  it  raueyne  &  sacrelegie.    in  many  oasis '  sngetis  may  leffly  wi]?- 

tithes;  holde '  tijris  by  goddis  lawe  &  mannys  also ;  ]7an  it  is  sathanas 

werk  &  an^tcnstis  to  cnrse  a  man  for  he  wole  hot  paie  his 

-tij^es  to  a  cursed  man,  ajenst  goddis  lawe  &  mannys  &  ajenst 

Si€s^S^toke^*  conscience  ryjtfiilly  groundid,  &  j^arfore  bereue  hiw  his 

hurthtaboS^^d  ^*®^>  peyne  his  body,  &  dawpne  his  soule.     Si)?  crist  &  his 

damn  his  soul,    apostlis  cursedcn  nen^e  ne  taujten  to  ourse  for  ti)?es,  but  J?e 

contrarie,  as  ]?e  gospel  teche]? ;  &  si]?  ^s  te]?es  ben  geten  to 

hem  bi  fals  suggestion  &  meny  tymes  by  symonye,  &  jit  ben 

supine  to  hem,  alle  ]?es  ti]?es  ben  pore  mentM  liflode,  &  ]?ei 

Those  tithes       ben  manquelleris  in  defraudynge  it  &  manyfold  cursed  & 

should  be  poor  ^.^  .  .  « 

men's  livelihood,  groundid  m  gTct  heresie. 

Capitulum  26*"- 

Also  ]?es  possessloners  ben  counseillours  to  many  }?ou8and 

They  incite  to  mcnntM  de}?  for  to  meyntene  here  possessions  &  worldly  lif; 

for  ]?ei  conseilen  lordis  to  werre  vpon  cristene  men  for  to  kepe 

here  lordischipis  &  worldly  lif  in  reste;   &  si]?  fijttere  & 

and  80  are  mur-  conscilcre  }er-to  ben  mansleeris  bi  goddis  lawe  &  mannys, 

alle  ]?es  possessioners  ben  manquelleris  &  irregulery  &  as 

^  omitted  X^  *  caas  X.  >  Btonde  X. 
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ysaye  sei}?,  for  here  hondis  ben  fill  of  blode  god  schal  not  iMiah  1. 1<. 
here  hem  i;»  preieris ;  but  as  god  sei]?  be  }e  prophete  malechie  MaiaoM  u.  2. 
god  schal  curse  to  here  blys jngis ;  &  whanne  siche  men  gon 
wi^  ora  pro  nobis  in  procession  ^  }ei  blasphemen  god  &  stiren 
him  to  yengaunce,  as  austyn  &  gregori  techen  pleynly. 

Capitulum  27"'- 

pes  possessioners'ben  specyaly  cristis  enemys  &  an^tcristis,  ^X**"^  ^* 
for  )?ei  dispisen  &  sclaundren  &  pursuen  meke  men  &  pore, 
&  enhannsen  &  preisen  &  fauoren  pronde  men'  &  disolute;  JJ^^J^''^^  *^ 
for  ^  ]?er  be  ony  among  hem  }at  drawe  hem*  to  pou^t 
&  deuocion   &  reprone  here    pride  &  ypocrisie,  he   schal 
be  depid  ypoorite,  distroier  of  holy  chirche,  &  snmtyme ' 
prisoned,  J^at  it  were  betre  to  him  dwellen  among  he]?ene 
)an  in  suche  congr^gacions ;  &  he  J' at  is  glorious  to  }e  world 
&  sotil  to  gete  worldly  muk  or  drit  of  worldly  frendischipe, 
)ou}  he  leue  his  deuocion  &  goddis  saruyce,  he  is  a  noble 
man  &  wole  meyntene  holy  chirche;  &  j^us  J^ei  ben  cursed 
of  god,  for  J^ei  seyn  ]?at  good  is  euyl  &  euyl  good. 

Capitulum  28"- 

Jit  yes  possessioners  disceyuen  men  by  ypocrisie  &  wasten 
moche  good  in  veyn:  for  >ei  feynen  hem  to  rise  at  mydnyjt,  They  pretend  to 

^^  ^     '  '  -f  ^      Ji  f  j^jjj^  1^^ midnight, 

&  spenden  li)t  &  oh&re  costis  maken,  &  bi  day  slepen  moche  so   they  waste 

.      .  .  .  candles  and  take 

more  W-fore,  hit  alle  l^ingis  accountid  hei  han  moche  more  more  sleep  by  day 

'  '^  J^     o  r  thanth^loseby 

tyme  to  slepe  ^an  ony  oj^^re  common  men.    &  }?ns  ]?ei  faren  night. 

88  )eae8,  slepyoge  on  Je  day  &  wagynge  i»  )?e*  nyjt  to  robbe  They  are  like 

men  of  here  catel  by  ypocrisie  of  ]ds  wakynge  &  preiynge, 

&  herbi  J^el  tumen  fe  nyjt  in-to  day  &  day  in-to  nyjt  & 

maken  moche  wast 

Capitulum  29"- 

Also  }es  possessioners  maken  goddis  houses  a  deen  of  JJ*JJ**J^®2l^^" 
feues;  ♦for  fey  maken  here  chirches  placis  of  marchaundise  i[^®^MS.] 
for  wynnynge  and  bryngenge  in  ^onge  children  in-to  here  using  it  to  in. 
>  profearion  X.        *  omitted  X.        *  omitted  AA.       «  omitted  AA. 
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thSr  aSi  ^^  religion,  bi  jifbis  &  c^teyn  of  welfore  &  eiae  of  bodi,  & 
norischen  hem  in  glotonye  &  coueitiBe ;  &  geten  priuylegies 
of  kyngis  to  meyntene  echo  J^ef  in  here  place  wij'-oaten 
restitucion,  &  stryuen  &  pleden  to  meyntenen  J^is  wrong 
priuylegie  more  ]^an  ]?e  best  reule  of  here  ordren  or  ony 
poynt  of  charite. 

Gapifulum  30*"- 

toi^ edaTnJ'crB!  5^*  ^^®  poBsesBioners  disceyuew  lordis  bi  feynynge *  of  special 
preieriB;  for  )^ei  maken  lordis  to  bileue  ]^at  here  special 
preiere,  as  famulorMm  &  benefactortMn,  schal  tume  to  lordis 
aftir  grauntynge  &  lymytynge  of  synful  foolisy  &  more 
principaly  to  hem  for  here  worldly  goodis  jeuyngo  Jan  to 
o^ere  men  Jat  ben  i»  more  charite ;  &  J^us  )?e  rijtfal  delynge 
of  god  for  }e  goode  lif  of  men  is  forjeten,  &  delynge  of 
synful  foolis  j^at  knowen  not  ]^e  ablenesse  of  men  &  ri^tfol 
dom  of  god  is  holden  for]? ;  &  herby  my^tty  men  ben  bronjt 

Men  are  led  to    out  of  bileue  to  triste  moro  in  special  pr^ynge  &  appliynge 

believe  more  in  ^  ^     ^    o  c^    ^    o 

thaa^in^oS?'  ^^  syuful  men  j^an  in  J?e  rijtful  partynge  of  god  &  rijtwis- 
j'^ce  «*  ^  nesse  of  here  owene  lif,  &  bi  trist  of  suche  special  preieris 
lordis  vnd^stonden  j^ot  ]?ei  schulden  be  excused  ^uj  ]?ei  don 
euyl  in  here  owen  lif.  lorde !  si  J  none  of  alle  ]?es  religious 
whot  where  his  preiere  tume  to  his  owene  dampnacion,  hou 
doren  J^ei  chaffaren  ]7us  wi]?  worldly  possessions  &  rentis  for 
here  preieris ;  si}?  ]?ei  owen  to  wyten  ]?fft  here  preieris  ben 
They  ought  to  cttrsed  &  abhominablo  to  god,  for  >ei  broken  cristis  hestis 

know  that  their  ®      '  ' 

EomSabietoGod  ^  holdyuge   }?us   seculer    lordischipis,   &  lyuen  in   pride, 

I?ns  ^^^^  ™*°^  coueitise,  ypocrisie,  glotonye  &  ydelnesse,  Jot  drawen  hem 

to  synne  of  sodom  &  maken  hem  worschiperis'  of  fedse  goddis. 

Capttulum  SI*"* 

Thev  pcrMcate     derkis  posscssioners  pursuen  crist  to  dep  &  bitroien  him 

for  stynkynge  drit;   for  }ei  sclaundren,  ctirsen  &  ptfrsuen 

tr^^tS^**"**  falsly  to  de]?  trewe  techeris  of  cristis  lif  &  goddis  hestis  )?at 

^  fyninge  X.  '  worchiperis  X, 
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wolden  saue  mennys  sotilis  bi  trewe  &  iree  pr^chynge  of  J^e 
gospel  wij^-onten  glosynge  &  beggynge ;  &  ^ei  Buffren,  helpen 
&  meyntenen  false  prechouris,  gloseris,  to  robbe  "pe  V^V^^^J^^^ 
bi  &l8  beggynge,  bi  symonye  &  ypocrisie  &  blasphemye 
pott  ypozL  orist ;  so  ^at  ^  possessioners  may  bolden  for^  here 
seenler  lordischipis  &  worldli  lif  ajenst  goddis  lawe,  in  dis- 
troiynge  &  blaspbemynge  of  cristis  lif  and  cristene  feip,  in 
distroiynge  of  seonler  lordi8»&  o}ere  prestis  &  curatis  &  of 
comnnes  also,  as  it  is  seid  bifore;  &  as  crist  sei}?  'pis  false 
aclaimdrynge  &  ptirsuynge  of  oristis  disciplis  for  J^is  ende  is 
pxtrsuynge  of  crist  &  of  ]?e  holy  trinyte. 


Capitulum  32"'- 

^it  ]?e8  possessioners  blasphemen  ajenst  )e  holy  gost ;   for  The^r  blaspheme 
lei  wolen  not  suffire  men  to  fulfille  his  wille  ne  his  ^iftis  &  cSxZ 

by  forUddinff 

sane  menntM  soulis  bi  trewe  techynge  of  goddis  hestis  &  men  to  preach 

''    °  '^  without   their 

poyntis  of  chantey  *but  constreynen  men  bi  gret  violence  )«•▼«» 

^P«  120  MS* J 

&  ttfrment  to  leue  goddis  stirynge*  &  goddis  lawe  &  wille 

Tndon.     For  }ei  feynen  J^at  men  schulden  not  teche  goddis 

lawe  wi]?-onten  here  leue.    And  J^ei  wolen  ^eue  no  leue 

whanne  men  wolen  vtterly  teche  Je  pou^t  &  mekenesse  &  J^Ji^^^  ^ne 

bisy  troueile  of  cnst  &  his  apostlis  &  prechynge  J?e  gospel,  SJiy^^JESt's 

&  dampnen  here  coueitise  &  pride  &  worldly  lif  &  ydelnesse  p**^®*^' 

&  ypocrisie ;  &  J^us  as  moche  as  is  in  hem  ]?ei  distroien  ^ 

holy  gost  &  J^e  holy  trinyte;  &  'specialy  bi*  ]?is  ypocrisie 

)at  no  man  schul  pr^che  wi]?-outen  here  leue.     for  ei)  pei 

ben  ennemyes  of  crist  &  his  lawe,  as  it  is  schewid  bi  here 

opyn  euyl  lif,  &  in  caas  deuelis  of  helle,  }ei  casten  ^at  no 

man  schal  teche  trewely  cnstis   lawe    wi}?-outen  leue  of 

cristis  troitour  &  of  deuelis  in  helle;  &  so  pr^itis  ben  con- 

streyned  bi  bodily  peynes  &  dep  to  leue  goddis  wille  & 

precept  for  controrie  comaundement  of  goddis  traitour,  & 

in  caas  a  deuyl  in  flech,  as  ihu  crist  sei]?  of  iudas  scario)?.        John  Ti.  70. 

^  X  iiuertB  >e.  '  snrynge  X.  *-*  special  alAA. 
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Capttulum  33"- 

Tbey  biwpheme      pes'  proude  possessioners  blasphemen  ajenst  }e  my^t  of  ^ 

Father,  fadir;   for  bi  here  worldly  power  &  sotilte  &  malice  J^ei 

vent^to^j^^  letten  lordis  power,  'pat  pei  may  not  meyntene  goddis  ordy- 

God'8  ordinance  nannce  in  ^e  clergie  &  saue  here  owene  soulis  &  goueme 

an       e  clergy,  ^^  ^^^  ^  tenauntU  &  comanes ;  &  bi  J^e  same  cantel  }ei 

letten  prmtis  to  teche  treuely  &  freely  goddis  lawe  &  his 

ordynannce  bi  power  gratmtid  of  god,  last  here  pride  & 

worldly  worschipe  be  broujt  doun,  &  mekenesse  &  holynesse 

ensaamplid  of  crist  and  his  apostlis  knowen  &  kept,   & 

ypoorisie  &   oj^^e   synnes   aspied'  &   distroied;    &  so  as 

th*  ~i  ^'^^^^  an^tcrist  J^ei  magnyfyen  hem  self  &  here  power  more  Jan 

God.  god  &  his  power. 

Capitulum  34"*- 

Jit  J^es  possessioners  tumen  abstinence  &  penannce  in-to 

glotonye,  &  traueile  in-to  ydelnesse,  &  pou^  in-to  coneitise ; 

SSiotS^      for  J?ei  ben  gronwdid  m  abstynence  after  crist  &  his  apostlis, 

but  turn  to  glut-  &  namely  J^es  newe  religions,  &  pei  tumen  hem  in-to  glotonye 

&  delicat  liflode  more  comynly  Jan  opsre  men;  &  Jei  ben 

poTerty,  groundid  on  poa^  aftir  crist  &  his  apostlis,  bnt  }ei  ben 

ooTetSmeMi;     twmed  i«-to  worldly  coneitise  bi '  many  sotiltes  &  ypocnsie ; 

labour,  &  jel  ben  gron»did  on  labor  of  here  hondis  bi  here  owene 

but  turn  to  sale  reule,  &  jit  Jei  tumen  Jat  labor  i»-to  preieris  bi  mouj  *  & 

idleness.  i)en  idel  &  veyn;   &  Jns  bi  colour  of  holynesse  Jei  stijen 

in-to  synnes  on  eche  side. 

Capitulum  35*"' 

Proude  possessioners  ben  pmlons  Jeues  &  cursed  heretikis ; 
Tbey  eay  that  he  for  Jei  affermen  who  eu^r  taki  J  ony  temporal  goodis  fro  holy 
TOraifloo^from  chirche,  Jat  is  pe  oomynte'  of  clerkis  aftir  here  dom,  he  is  a 
J^ef;  J?eef*  &  cursed  in  dede;  Janne  sij  Jei  taken  awey  Je  noble 

?iSSua  eooda    S^^^J  8*^  ®^  wilful  pou^  &  sympleucsse  &  mekenesse,  in 
1  omitted  AA,     *  aspieX.     *  and  AA,      *  monyeX      ^  comudeteX     <  }eef  X. 
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wbiche  Yertaea  crist  groundid  holy  chiiche,  ^ei  ben  Btronge 

J^ues  &  an^tcristis  disciplis.     &  si}  }ei  meyntenen  8o  harde  and  uoBtrong 

j^is  wickid  J^eefte,  &  robben  holy  chirche  fix>  J^is  noble  tresor 

of  ponM  &  mekenesse,  and  defoulen  it  wi^  drit  of  worldly 

loidiflchipe  ajenst  ]?e  *wille  of  ihu  criat  here  Bpoose,  )^ei  ben  •[p.  121  ms.] 

curaed  heretikis  &  here  meyntenours  also,  &  J^os  ]?6i  ben 

mtionsds  pemertynge  cristendom. 

Capitulum  36~- 

^it  ]?e8  posseesioners  bryngen  lordis  out  of  bilene,  &  maken  They  deoeiTe 
hem  bi  blynde  swerynge  meyntene  }e  coueitise  &  worldly  meaning     of 
lif  of  an^f  cristis  clerkis,  whanne  bi  T^ae  of  here  0^  ^ei 
Bchulden  distroie  ^e  false  coueitise  &  pride  of  worldly  derkis : 
for  ]7es  lordis  sweren  to  meyntenen  ^e^  priuylegyes  &  fre- 
domos  &  ri^ttis  of  holy  chirche ;  &  bi  J^is  0]?  ]?ei  moten  nedis  Lordsiiwear to 
meyntenen  }e  p^t  fredom  of  holy  lif,  of  mekenesse  &  pouert  ^*^\**'  ^^ 
&  o]^0re  goode  virtues  ^at  crist  ordeyned  to  ]?e  chirche ;  but  Antiohriit's 
an^icristis  derkis  chalengen'  bi  Ms  ob  bat  lordis  owen  to  means  their  false 

,  poBseeaions 

meyntene  here  false  lordischipis,  pride  &  coueitise,  &  wrong 

cnstomee  of  pr^scripcion  ajenst  goddis  lawe '  &  good  con-  and  wrong  ous- 

science ;  for  ^f  ]?e8  an^fcristis  clerkis  han  holden  wrongfully 

a  cristene  mannys  good  lend  o^er  rentis  *  or  o)?tfr  goodis  bi  SLim'^Sid'^b^ 

fritti  ^er  or  fourty  wttA-outen  ony  axynge,  )?ei  seyn  Jis  S^SjKwng- 

synfol  possession  so  longe  co»tynued  meki}  hem  worldly  ^^^  ohtained. 

lordis  of  J^is  good;   &  ^us  ^ei  maken  lordis  to  meyntene 

fraudis  &  &dsnesse  ajenst  goddis  hestis,  wha»ne  lordis  wenen 

to  meyntene  rijtful  lawes  for  worschipe  of  god;  but  Curtis 

here  is  moche  ^efte,  moche  treson  &  moche  harm  of  soulis 

on  eche  side  meyntened  bi  J'is  blynde  swerynge. 

Cfipitulum  37"*- 

Also  ^es  possessioners  dampnen  trewe  men  techynge  frely  They    condemn 

-  troo  nreaobers  of 

&  trewely  )e  gospel  &  goddis  hestis  for  heretikis,  for  to  Uie    gospel   as 

heretioSa 

coloure  here  owen  worldly^  lif,  but  ^ei  hem  self  ben  foule 
^  >6r  X.       '  cfaalagen  X.         >  omitted  X.         *  trentis  AA.  ^  omitted  X. 
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irbiie  they  are    heietikis  for  here  otirsed  pride,  coueitiBe  &  ennye  ^at  ]?ei 

AereticSf  _  *     tt 

dwellen  inne  &  meyntenen  strongly;  but  of  J^is  verry  heresie  & 

most  pmlous  wolen  )?ei  not  ^enke  ne  speke,  ne  suffre  o^0re 

bat  wffl  not  bear  trewe  men  to  speke  a^enst  it  for  to  sane  here  soulis  &  helpe 

to  be  reiiroTed ;  ^  '  ,  , 

o]?0re  men  oat  of  synne.   &  ^us  }ei  faren  wi]»  enstene  men 

&  holy  writt  as  diden  soribis  &  phariseis  wi^  crist  &  his  apostlis 

&  his  gospel,  &  whanne  {^es  pharisees,  soribis  &  hije  pr^stis 

weren  ful  of  heresie  &  blasphemye  )?ei  pntten  alle  }ea  synnes 

as  Scribes  and  on  crist  &  his  apostlis  to  blynde  )e  comune  peple,  &  so  J^es 

puted  Bin   to  possessioners  don  now  bi  more  ypocrisie  &  more  sotilte  & 

disciples.  more  cmelte. 

Gapttulum  SS^ 

•They   slander        pes  proudo  possossionors  disclaufidren  trewe  prechonrs  of 
as  ^  S^  ^of    ye  gospel  &  cristis  lif  for  makeris  of  discencion  &  debate 
^  among  neijeboris  in  ]?e  lend ;  whanne  ^ei  hem  self  wi)  here 

cursed  lif  &  confederacie  wi^  tirauntis  for  here  gold  ben 
but  tbey  are  the  cause  of  discencion  &  enemyte.  for  wi^  pore  menniM  lifiode 
sen^^*^  "J^ei  hiren  myjtty  men  to  stryue  &  plede  ajenst  goddis 
by  spending  the  techynge,  &  helpe  &  releuynge  &  encressynge  of  seculer 

property  of  the 

poor  in  litigation  lordis,  &  helpe  &  releuynge  of  pore  comunes;  &  ]?U8  as 
cursed  pharisees  &  scribis  &  hi^e  pr^tis  ^ei  putten  here 
owen  cursed  synnes  vpon  trewe  men  to  lette  goddis  lawe  to 

•[p.  122  MS.]  be  knowen,  &  hiden  &  colouren  &*  *  meyntenen  here  olde 
synnes  and  traitere  bi  strong  pursuynge  to  de]?  of  alle  trewe 

and  br  perseca-  meji  as  mooho  as  ]?ei  may,  &  herbi  ^ei  ben  manquellens  & 
pursueris  of  crist  &  endurid  in '  old  heresie. 

Capttulum  39"*- 

Also  J^es  possessioners  magnifyen  hem  self  more  ^an  ihu 
crist,  &  seken  more  here  owene  name  &  honot^r  ^an  honour 
They  expect  to  of  god  &  helpe  of  cristene  soulis ;  for  ]?ei  azen  &  coueiten 
hoij  while  they  name  of  holynesso  &  reu^rence  wi^  ]^is  proude  worldly  lif, 
life,  &  ]?at  schal  no  man  reproue  hem  of  here  opyn  ypocrisie, 

reproved.  symonye  &  coueytise  :  &  ihu  crist  myjtte  not  kepe  holynesse 

»  omitted  AA.  '    •  X  inaerU  "  he." 
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-wi^^  snche  worldly  lif  &  axe  such  worldly  reuerence  as  ^es 
possessioners  don.     And  ihu  crist  was  redy  to  be  reproned  5Jbe*ir*^Sr* 
of  his  enemyes  ^  J^ei  my^tten  fynde  ony  de&ute  in  hint, 
but  }it^  J^es  possessioners  ben  fdl  of  synne,  &  }on}  J^ei  ben 
most  bounden  to  padence,  mekenesse  &  charite  jit  }ei  ben 
wode  whanne  men  wolen  amende  here  cursed  lif  bi  techynge 
of  ^e  gospel ;  &  jif  men  dispisen  hem  or  don  not  worldly 
reuerence  to  hem  ^ei  ben  wode  wro}?  &  wolen  be  yengid  vp  They  arc  angrj 
al  here  myjt ;  but  ^ou;  men  dispisen  god  i»  here  presence  paid  to  them, 
bi  cursed  swerynge  or  o]?tfre  synnes  ^ei  chargen  not,  &  jit  i^d  men^^evmi 
J^ouj  here  owene  seruauntis  do  so,  ]^at  is  worse  to  hsm^  ^ei  swewing^atSeir 
chargen  it '  not.    but  as  }e  iewis  diden  crist  to  de]^  for  drede  i^T^Jews  pnt 
of  lesyng  of  here  lordischipe  &  worldly  name  &  honour,  so  S^fearof lotSsg 
]?es  possessioners  don  here  power  to  do  alle  trewe  men  to  de]?  aup^^^ 
]«tt  techen  cristis  gospel  &  mekenesse  &  pou^rt  ajenst  here  SSm^Bw^Mdo 
felse  newe  lawis  &  pride  &  coueitisei  &  hou  J^ei  enuenymyn  Jj^,  *™®  ™** 
cristendom  bi  word  &  dede. 

Capitulum  40"- 

^it  ]^es  ypocritis  possessioners  ben  traitouris  to  god,  to 
lordis,  &  to  comunes  also ;  for  ]?ei  ban  almost  }e  tresor  of  ^ 
lend  &  worldly  lordischipe,  ajenst  goddis  lawe ;    &  whanne  '^^  S^  SS 
>e  kyng  haf  node  of  a  taxe,  >ei  wolen  not  paie  for  pore  {SSda.*^***  ^^' 
men,  not  wi^stondynge  ]7at  J?ei  ben  procuratouris  of  pore  S^J^  "***  ^^ 
men,  &  al  ]^at  J^ei  han '  oner  here  owen  symple  liflode  is  pore 
menntM  good,  as  goddis  lawe  &  manner  techen  opynly,  but  ^^  in  lawsoits 
for  to  plede  &  meyntene  wrongis  &  putten  men  out  of  here  thooaaadponnda. 
lend  &  meyntenen  false  prauelegies  ajenst  charite  &  good 
conscience  J^ei  han  ^ousand  markis  &  ponndis;  &  here  J^ei 
chalengen  aboue  crist  &  alle  his  apostlis  )^at  J^ouj  J^ei  han 
almost  alle*  lordischipis  amorteised  to  hem,  jit  ^ei  wolen 
not  paien  tribute  ne  taxe '  to  }w  kyng  for  meyntenaunce  of  J^e  They  wm  not  pay 
rewme  &  sauynge  of  pore  menntM  lif;  &  jit  crist  paide  for 
him  &  his  disciplis  tribute  to  ]?e  emp^roure,  ^uj  he  hadde  ^^^^^^^ 

1  omitted  AA.  •  omitted  X.  «  omitted  X.  Empe««- 

*  alle  IB  added  in  X.  by  a  later  hand.  ^  axe  AA. 
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TheyohriiCTape  non  such  temparaltees.  &  fis  exempcion  )?ei  chalengen  bi 
by  Antichrirt's  an/foristis  power  &  not  bi  god  almyjtty,  for  he  constreynej 
derkis  to  be  suget  to  secular  lordis  &  to  lyue  a  iust  lif  & 
•[p.  123  MS.]  symple  &  pore  wi)?-outeii  worldly  lordschipe  *&  opyn  beggynge 
in  a^  y^rtuous  mene.  god  almy^ty  stire^  prratLs,  lordis  & 
oomnnes  to  knowe  ypocrisie,  heresie  &  treson  of  an^tbristis 
worldly  clerkis,  &  knowen  &  meyntenen  }e  netful  ordynaunce 
of  god  &  }e  p^fit  fredom  of  }e  gospel.    Amen. 

1  omitted  AA. 
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VII. 

HOW    THE    OFFICE    OF    CUEATES   IS   ORDAINED 

OF  GOD. 


I  HAVE  already  said  (in  the  Preface  to  No.  IV.)  that  I  think  this  tract 
to  be  by  another  hand  than  Wyclif  a,  but  the  tone  of  thought  is  very 
like  his.  The  date  of  it  is  evidently  after  1388,  as  Bishop  Spenser's 
crusade  in  Flanders  is  mentioned  as  a  thing  of  the  past  (Chapter  xvi.). 

When  we  read  the  complaint  (Chap,  xzn.)  of  the  clergy  who  leave 
their  parishes  and  go  to  school  (that  is,  of  coarse,  to  the  XJoiversity),  in 
order  to  lead  a  loose  life  there,  we  are  not  suppose  that  the  writer  had 
any  dislike  to  the  Universities.  Oxford  was  a  chief  centre  of  "Wyclifite 
influence,  and  Wyclif  himself,  in  1368,  received  from  his  bishop  two 
years'  leave  of  absence  from  his  Hving  (Fillingham)  to  study  at  Oxford, 
where,  our  tract  tells  us,  ''good  priests  traveilen  faste  to  leme  goddis 
lawe."  Its  author  had  rubbed  shoulders  with  the  men  who  went  to 
study  "  Civil  and  Canon,"  and  did  little  good  thereat,  or  at  most  learned 
to  ''  crack  a  little  Latin  in  Consistories."  The  scholar  is  as  indignant 
against  fast  men  who  degrade  the  seat  of  learning,  as  the  reformer 
against  priests  who  neglect  their  parishes.  We  may  suppose  the  writer 
to  be  one  of  WycliTs  Oxford  friends — ^perhaps  Herford  or  Purvey. 

Copied  from  the  Corpus  MS.  X.  and  collated  with  the  Dublin  MS.  AA. 

Sttmicabt. 

Chap.  I.    Carates  care  too  much  for  worldly  goods. 

11.    Men  ran  about  after  benefices  and  buy  them.    The  money  thus  spent 
would  be  better  employed  in  reducing  taxation. 

III.    Wayward  curates  are  Satans  transformed  into  angeb  of  Ught— angels 
not  of  Crod  but  of  the  deril. 

lY.    Curates  study  law  books  instead  of  the  Bible. 

y.    They  ^  to  law  for  trifles  of  tithe,  bringing  heavy  charges  on  their 
subjects,  or  cursing  and  imprisoning  them. 

YI.    They  set  their  parishioners  an  example  of  worldliness. 
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Chap.  VII.  They  teach  men  to  war ;  they  despise  the  poor  and  flatter  the  rich. 

YIII.  They  will  not  teach  Holy  Writ  nor  let  others  teach  it. 

DL  They  waste  the  money  of  the  poor  in  pomp  and  Inxoiy. 

X.  They  serre  lords  in  worldly  business  and  neglect  God's  work. 

XI.  They  welcome  cheating  pardoners,  but  hinder  tme  preachers. 

'  XII.  They  neglect  God's  command  to  preach. 

XIII.  They  excommnnicate  for  not  paying  tithes,  bat  not  for  sin. 

XIV.  They  waste  the  money  of  the  poor  in  hawking  and  hunting. 

XV.  They  haunt  taverns,  play  games  of  chance,  and  get  drunk. 

XYI.    Eeiuse  the  sacrament  to  those  who  do  not  pay  tithes,  or  will  not  con- 
tribute to  wars  such  as  Bpenser's  crusade. 

XYII.    They  take  benefices  without  knowing  the  gospel,  and  teach  the  people 
eviL 

XVIIL    They  relate  chronicles  and  stories  of  false  miracles  to  mislead  the 
people. 

XIX.    They  go  shares  with  pardoners,  who  deceive  the  people. 

XX.    They  hate  g^ood  priests  and  love  bad  ones. 

XXI.    Wicked  curates  take  refuge  in  lords'  courts,  and  use  the  protection  of 
lords  to  avoid  discipline. 

XXII.    Thev  go  under  pretence  of  study  to  the  Universities,  and  lead  a  riotous 
liie  there. 

XXIII.    The  more  learned  of  them  use  the  Civil  and  Canon  Law  to  annoy  the 
poor,  and  neither  have  nor  care  for  knowledge  of  the  Bible. 

XXrV.    They  let  worldly  clerks  condemn  God's  law,  and  stop  true  preachers; 
while  they  preach  the  traditions  of  Antichrist. 

XXV.    They  study  Civil  and  Canon  Law  and  neglect  God's  law.. 

XXVI.    They  forbid  the  people  to  judge  their  words  or  deeds. 

XXVII.    They  forbid  laymen  to  read  the  Gospel  in  their  mother-tongue. 

XXVIII.  They  deceive  men  as  to  absolution,  leading  them  to  trust  in  shrift  and 
gifts  rather  than  in  contrition  and  amenoment. 

XXIX.    They  rob  people  by  their  pitiless  excommunications. 

XXX.    They  take  tithes  according  to  neither  Testament,  but  according  to  sinful 
laws. 

XXXI.    They  get  benefices  by  simony,  and  neglect  them  afterwards. 

XXXII.  Under  pretence  of  liberties  of  the  Church  they  make  the  people  main- 
tain bad  priests  in  their  evil  ways. 

XXXIII.  The]r  say  that  if  these  bad  ways  are  maintained,  priests'  prayers  will 
bring  reward,  but  any  attempt  to  reform  priests  is  cuned.  Final 
apostrophe  to  curates. 
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Hou  J>e  o£ScQ  of  caratis  is  ordeyned  of  god. 
In  del  nomine.    Amen. 

[Capitulum  1.] 

For  ^6  office  of  cnratis  is  oideyned  of  god  &  fewe  don  it 
▼ele  &  many  ftil  euyle,  J^ore  telle  we  suwme  defantis  *  to  i^niuof coratea. 
amende  hem  wi^  goddis  helpe.     First  ]^ei  ben  more  bisi 
aboute  worldly   goodis  J^an   y^rtnes  &  goode  kepynge  of  More  busy  about 
mexmus  sonlis;   for  he  >at  can  best  geten  richesses  of  >is  than  about  meiS 

sooIb. 

world  to-gidre  &  holde  grete  honshold  &  worldly  aray,  he 

is  holden  a  wor]?i  man  of  holy  chirche,  ]?ou}  he  conne  not 

)e  leste'  poynt  of  ^e  gospel;  &  snch  on  is  preised  &  born  HethatisriohiB 

vp  of  ]?e  bischop  &  here  officeris  at  J^e  fulle ;  but  ]^at  curat  uahop, 

}at  ^eue^  Inm  to  studie  holy  writt  &  teche  his'  paryschenys 

to  sane  here  soulis,  &  lyne]?  in  mekenesse,  penaunce  &  bisi 

troueile  a  bonte  gostly  Jingis,   &  recki]^  not  of  ''^<Jridly  ?J**g>o^««k 

worschipe  &  richesse,  is  holden  a  fool  &  distroiere  of  holy  ^^  pewecuted. 

chirche,  &  is^  dispised  &  pursued  of  hi^e  pr^tis  &  pr^latis 

&  here  officeris,  &  hatid  of  oj^ere  cnratis  in  centre;  &  J^is 

mald^  many  curatis  to  be  necgligent  in  here  gostly  cure  & 

^e  hem  to  occupacion  &  bisynesse  of  worldly  goodis.    ^es 

necgligent  curatis  Jwnken  ful'  litel  hou  dere  crist  bou^te 

mannys  soule  wi^  his  pr^ious  blood  &  de]?,  &  hou  harde 

rekenynge  schal  he  make  at  domes  day  for  ^es  soulis.     c^rtis 

it  seme];  yat  }ei  ben  out  of  cristene  mennys  fei]? ;  for  J^ei  NegUgentoarates 

aro   out  ot  tho 

maken  hem  not  redy  to  come  ]7edir  &  answere  wel  hou  ^ei  foitb, 
camen  in-to  here  benefices  &  hou  ^ei  lyueden  &  tau^ten  & 
Bpendide»  pore  mennt^  goodis;  for  jif  ^ei  hadden  ];is  fei]?  or  they  would 
redy  in  here  mynde  }ei  wolden  bigynne  a  betre  lif  &  co^ 
tynue  ]?er-inne. 

idefimteAA.    sbesieX    'isX.       «omittedX.       •  omitted AA. 
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Copitulum  2*- 
o^ej  will  ran        Jje  secunde  defaute.     Vei  reimen  faste  bi  lond  &  watir  i» 

after  Cat  bene-  '  ' 

fioei,  grete  pmlis  of  bodi  &  soule  for  to  geten  fatte  benefices,  but 

Sie^"  preach  ^^^  volen  not  goo  comuwly  a  myle  for  to  -preohe  }e  gospel, 

the  gospel        Jq^j  Qristene  men  rennen  to  belle  for  defaute  of  knowynge  & 

kepynge  of  goddis  lawe.     &  c^tis  bere  ^ei  scbewen  in  dede 

J^at  }ei  ben  foule  blend  ^  Yrtth  coueitise,  &  worschipen  false  ' 

Col.  Hi.  5.  goddis,  as  seynt  poul  sei]?,  sij;  fep]  louen  so  moche  worldly 

richesses  &  so  mocbe  traueilen  yerfore  ny^t  &  day  in  ]70u^t  & 

dede,  &  so  litel  triiueilen  for  goddis  worscbipe  &  sauynge  of 

cnstene  soulis.    but  wbo  may  excuse  ]7es  coueitonse  clerkis 

Guilty  of  dmony.  fro  symonye  &  beresie  in  yis  poynt?  nei]?^  goddis  lawe  ne 

<^id  •tot  ont  of  mannys,  ne  reson,  ne  good  conscience.    &  bou  mycbe  gold  go]? 

n^  mM^i      ®^*  ®^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^"^"^  puTcbasynge  of  benefices  i»-to  *  aliens 

bondis,  &  bou  mocbe  is  jouen  priuely  to  men  in  }e  lond,  late 

]7e  kyng  &  bis  witti  conseil  enquere,  &  }ei  scbal  fynde  many 

toT^nUeve'^e  j'^^^"^  pouitdis:  &  late  alle  ]?at  belpe  ]?e  comunes  in  ]?is 

commons    from  g^g^  talliage,  &  late  alle  clerkis  be  wamyd  &  cbarged  *by  j^e 

Should  blTf"^    tyiig '  *  &  lordes  of  }e  rewme  *  }at  ^ei  don  no  more  symonye 

MTeropeudtfes   ^^^  benefices,  vp  peyne  of  lesynge  of  bere  benefices  &  prison- 

ynge  &  ezilynge ;  si]?  ]?is  symonye  maki]?  hem  cbef  beretikis 

as  bere  owene  lawe  sei]?  plenerly,  &  )at  }ei  may  not  be  sauyd 

but  ^if  }ei  forsake  ]?e  benefice  geten  bi  symonye,  and  alle  bere 

fautours  &  consentours  to  ]7is  symonye  rennen  in  ^e  same 

dampnacion  as  goddis  lawe  &  maimus  witnessen. 

Qapitulum  S"*- 

warjMdcnrate*     Jje  ]?ridde  defaute  of  weiward  curatis  }ai  ]?ei  ben  anngelis 

um^  ?iLhf  ^'  ^®^®  ^  ^^^'^  satbanas  tronsfigurid  in-to  an  aungel  of  lijt  to* 

lede  men  queyntely  to  belle ;  for  in-stede  of  trewe  tecbynge 

do  not  preach  of  cHstis  gospel  ^ei  ben  doumbe,  or  elles  tellen  lesyngis  of 

Christ's  gospel;  .  .,  .  . 

mennys  trodicions  for  pride  &  coueitise  of  worldly  goodis;  & 
for  ensaumple  of  good  lif  ]7ei  sclaundren  bere  pariscbenys 

^  blent  AA.    >  falser  X.    >-*  omitted  X.    «-«  omitted  AA.    •  and  AA. 
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many  weies  bi  ensaumple  of  pride,  ennye,  coneitiee  &  ynre-  setbadezampies; 

sonable  veDgauitce,  bo   cruely  cureynge   for    tij^es  &  enyl  oone  for  tithes. 

cnstomes ;  &  for  ensaumple  of  holy  deuocion  &  deuout  preiere 

&  werkis  of  m^cy  ^ei  techen  in-dede  ydelnesse,  glotonye^ 

dronkeneBse  &  lecherie,  &  meyntenynge  of  ^es  synnes  &  many 

moo.    For  ea.y  pr^tis  hen  clepid  aungelis  in  holy  writt,  &  }eB  Maiacbi  u.  7. 

cuiatis  bryngen  not  message  of  god  but  of  ^e  fend,  as  here 

wickid  lif  ecewi},^  ^ei  ben  not  aungelis  of  god  but  aungelis  of 

)e  fend ;  &  fe  trewe  clerk  robert  grosted  writi]?  to  }?e  pope  Gnwted. 

}«t  curatis  ben  sathanas  tronsfigwrid  in-to  aungel  of  li^t  for 

)ei  pr^en  '  not  cristis  gospel  bi  word  &  good  lif,  ]70uj  'pei 

diden  no  more  synne';  and^  si]?  seynt  petir  was  clepid  sathanas  st.  Peter  eaUed 

of  crist,  as  ]?e  gospel  telli]?,  for  he  was  contrarie  to  goddis  Matt.  xti.  2s. 

wille  &  sauourid  not  heuenly  Jangis,  wel  ben  pes  euele 

caratis  clepid  sathanas,  si]?  pei  ben  more  controrie  to  goddis 

wills  &  sauouren  less  gostly  ]?ingiB  &  sauynge  of  cristene 

Boolis. 

CsLpUulum  4*- 

J?e  four]?e  errour ;  pat  pei  chargen  more  statutis  of  synful  J^^'i,^  °\^" 
men  pan  pe  moste  resonable  lawe  of  god  almyjtty;  for  ],ei  **^ '« Q<>^**- 
dreden  more  ^e  popis  lawe  &  statutis  maad  of  bischopis  &  '  of 
of  ere*  ofSceris  paa  pe  noble  lawe  of  the  gospel,  &  herefore 
f  ei  ban  many  grete  bokis  &  costy  of  manntw  lawe  &  studien  t^  hjre  law 
bem  faste.     But  fewe  curatis  ban  pe  bible  &  exposiciouns  •  of  ttem,  but^  ^ 
Je  gospelis,  ^  &  litel  studien  on  hew '  &  lesse  donn^  aftsr  hem.  ^^^^ 
Bat  wolde  god  ]?at  euery  parische  chirche  in  piB*  lond  hadde 
&  good  bible  &  good  ezpositouris  on  pe  gospellis,  &  pat  pe 
protifl  studiende*  hem  wel  &  taujten  trewely  pe  ♦  gospel.  &  npiaftMS.] 
goddis  hestis  to  pe  peple ;  for  peame  schulde  good  lif  regno,  & 
reste  &  pees  &  charite ;  &  synne  &  falsnesse  putt  a  bak.     god 
^nge  ]?ia  ende  to  his  peple.     amen.'° 

^  8chewi>  AA.  >  techen  AA.  *  omitted  X.  ^  in  X. 
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Cspifulum  S*"' 

LawsQita  for  pe  fjue}e  defaute;  }at  ^ei  haunten  ^  strif  &  plee  &  gendren 

enuye  &  hate  among  lewed  men  for  tj^ea,  whanne  ^ei  don  not 

here  office  a^enward;   for  now  }ei  leuen  pr^chynge  of  ]?e 

summrai  m«a    gospel  &  crien  faste  aftir  ty]7e8,  &  somonen  men  to  chapitre 

B<><x^*   ,,         &  bi  fors  taken  here  goodis,  &  ellis  cursen  hem  seuene  fote 

or  curse  tbein,  ^  ' 

aboue  ^e  erj^e  &  seuene  foot  wij7-inne  ^e  herj^e  &  seuene  fote 

S*  to^riMm     ®^  ®^^®  side;   &  aft^ward  drawen  men  to  prison,  as  Jei 

weren  kyngis  &  emp^ours  of  menni««  bodies  &  catel,   & 

S^ae3»miii&  ^*^^J®*®^  clenly  ]7e  mekenesse  &  }e  pacience  of  crist  &  his 

apostlis,  hou  )ei  curseden  not  for  ty]7e8  whanne  men  wolden 

nei'j^er  ^eue  hem  mete  ne  drynk  ne  herbwre.      But  crist 

blamyd  his  apostlis  whanne  j^ei  wolden  axe  suche  vengaunce, 

I'peteMii'i       ^  J'®  gospel  of  seynt  luk  teche]?,  &  seynt  petir  bidij;  blisse 

Eom.  xii.  21.      o^ere  men,  ^e  here  enemis,  &  not  haue  wille  to  curse,  &  poul 

teche]?  Jat  we  schulden  not  do  euele  for  euyl,  But  ou^r 

come  an  euyl  dede  bi  good  doynge  a^en.     Lord,  hou  louen 

S'^^ttieS**  wab!  J'®^  curatis  here   sugetis  soulis  yat  wolen  for  foure  pens 

t?ey  *SiU^5v2^^^^®  ^®^  ^^^  *  ^^®  ^  f®  ^®^^»  J®'  whanne  Jei  may 

fOT  toi?iS?ir"  ^^*  paie  for  verray'  pou^,  &  whanne  >ei  don  not  here 

gostly  office ;  &  ]7anne  }e  curatis  ben  more  cursed  of  god  for 

wij^drawynge  of  techynge  in  word,  in'  dede,  in  good  en- 

saumple  ]7anne  ^e  sugetis  wi]7drawynge  tij^es   &  ofiryngis 

^e  ^pi«        whanne  Jei  don  wel  here  gostly  office.     &  wold  god  fat  *  Je 

much racuratM peple  woldc  axe  as  faste  of  Jtc  curatis  gostly  office,  ^at  J«i 

ben  more  holden  to  paie,  as  ^q  curatis  axen  dymes  &  oflPryngis, 

&  ye  curat  loue]?  more  his  owene  worldly  good  y&n  his 

sugetis  Boule  *  ^at  wole  brynge  his  parischen  out  of  cherite 

&  pacience  &  coste  ten  mark  or  twenti  for  a  cause  of  ^re 

pens  or  foure. 

Capituhm  6""* 
CaratMsetanex-     T^e  sixte  defautc;  bat  >ei  techen  here  parischens  bi  here 

ample  of  world-       **  '   j        t  ^ 

flock   ***   **'**'  ^®^®  "^^  ^'  ^^^  ^  *  ^^^  *^  ^^^  sugetis,  to  loue  &  aeke 
^  AA  iiuertB  is.  '  omitted  X  *  ft  X. 
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worldly  glorye  &    to  reckon  noujt*    of   heuenely  J^ingis; 

for  }ei  maken  hem  self  bisy  ni^t  &  day  to  geten  worldely 

ayaunsementis  &  here  owene  worschipe  &  dignyte  in  ]7iB 

world  and'  pleden  &  8t[r]yuen  ^erfoie,  &  helden'  it  grete 

rijtwissnesse  to  holden  for]?  &  meyntene  a  poynt  of  worldly  TheyBtriTe for 

priaylegie  &  dignyte ;  but  aboute  gostly  dignite  &  hi^e  degre  i^s««> 

of  heaenly  blisse   }ei  wolen  not    Bt[r]yne    a^enst    gostly 

ennemys;  for  }ei  stryuen  not  who  schal  be  most  meke  &  btttnotwhoshaii 

most  wilfdl  pore  &  most  bisi  in  opyn  pr^chynge  &  prtuey  ao"*- 

comiseilynge  hon  men  schal  conqnere  heuene,  as  dide  crist 

&  his  apostlis,  but  resten   as  mold-warpi^  in  wrotynge  of  They  are  like 

worldly  worschipe  &  er^elj  goodis,  as  ]70Uj  ]7ere  were  no  lif  °^  ^* 

bnt  only  i»  ]7is  wrecchid  world ;  &  ]7us  where  j^ei  schulden 

lede  here  parischenys  to  heuene  bi  trewe  techynge  &  holy 

ensaumple  &  gret  desir  of  heuenely  J^ynges,  ^ei  leden  hew  to  ^^^'^^^J^jf^^" 

belle  ward  bi  ctirBede  ensaumple  of  pride,  coueitise  &  euyl 

techynge  ♦to  sette  here  lykynge  endeles  in  ioie  &  worschipe  of  *[?•  i26  ms.] 

)is  wrecchid  world. 

Capttulum  ?"•• 

fe  seuenj^e  errour ;  ]7at  ]7ei  techen  synful  men  to  hie  belle 
fol  dere  &  not  to  come  to  heuene  ^at  is  profred  hem  for 
litel  cost;   for  hei  techen  cristen  men  to  sufre  moche  cold,  They  teach  chria. 

,     ■•  tian  mea  to  war, 

nnDgtfr  &  )nst  &  moche  wakynge  &  dispisynge  &  betynge  for 

to  gete  worldly  honour  &  a  litel  drit  bi  fals  werrynge  out  of 

charite ;  &  ^if  J^ei  bryngen  hem  moche  gold  ^ei  assoilen  hem 

li^y  &  maken  hem  siker  bi  here  preieris  &  graunten  hem 

goddis  bHssynge,  but  ]7ei  techen  not  hou  here  parischenys  inatead  of  how  to 

schulden  dispose  hem  to  resceyue  ^iftis  of  }e  holy  gost  & 

kepe  condicioDB  of  charite,  doynge  trew]7e  &  good  conscience 

to  eche  man  bo]7e  pore  &  riche ;  &  ^if  }ei  ben  pore  bi  aduen- 

tnre  of  ^e  world  or  wilfully  bi  drede  of  synne,  ^ei  dispisen  Deqnae  the  poor, 

hem  &  setten  hem  at  noujt  and  seyn  ^ei  ben  cursed  for  }ei 

ban  not  moche  muk ;   &  fif  ]7ei  han  mochel  worldly  catel  «»*  ****•'  ^^ 

1  omitted  X.  >  m  X.  >  horden  X. 
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geten  wi^  false  oj^is,  false  weijtis,  &  o^^re  disceitis,  }ei 
preisen  hem  &  b[l]i8sen  hem  &  sejn  god  is  wi^  hem  ^& 
blisse^  hem.^ 

Captiulum  S"*' 

SridiSdom  o?     P^  ®^?*^  defaute ;  }ei  shitten  }e  kyngdom  of  heuene  lu- 

SSn™   ■**"*■*  fore  men,  &  neiper  gon  in  hem  self  ne  soffinen  o^ere  men 

Matt.  xxUi.  13.    ^  entren ;  for  }ei  shitten  holy  writt,  as  }e  gospel  &  com- 

aundementis  &  condic[i]oMne8  of  charite  ];at  ben  depid  ]« 

kyngdom  of  heuene,  bi  here  false  newe  lawis  &  euyl  glosynge 

^^*J  h\^  wrf*  ^  ®^y^  techynge ;  for  neiper  }ei  wolen  leme  hem  self  ne 

^1?*   o*J>«"  techen  holy  writt,  ne  sufiEre  oj7^e  men  to  don  it  leste  here 

owene  synne  &  ypocrisie  be  knowen  &  here  lustful  lif  inp^ 

drawen.     &  }?U8  J^ei  closen  cristis  lif  &  his  apostHs  fro  J^e 

comune  peple  bi  keies  of  an^icristis  iuridiccion  &  censures, 

&  maken  hem  not  so  hardy  to  seye  a  treu]7e  of  holi  writt 

a^enst  here  cursed  lif,  for  pat  schal  be  holden  detraccion  & 

Theymake  the    enuve  &  ajonst  charite ;  &  l^arfore  ^ei  make  ^e  peple  to  sue 

people    follow  ^  t  *  j  m  m      k  r 

tfawr  »totutcs,    here  techynge  &  here  statutis  &  customes  &  to  leue  goddis 
to  hell.  techynge,  &  herbi  leden  hem  blyndly  in-to  helle  ;   &  pxxB 

closen  pe  kyngdom  of  heuene  fro  hem  &  leden  hem  to  helle  bi 
here  blynde  ypocrisie  &  coueityse,  as  crist  sei];  hym  self.' 

CBpUulum  9*^ 

They  wute  poor     pe  ney[n]]7e  errour ;  ];at  pei  wasten  pore  menntM  goode  ifi 

men's  ffooda  in 

pompandiuxury,  ryche  pellure  &  costy  clo]7i8  &  worldly  aray,  as  festis  of 
ryche  men  &  glotonye  &  dronkenesse  &  lecherie  sumtymes, 
for  ])ei  passen  grete  men  in  here  gaye  pellure  &  precious 
olo]7is  &  wast  festis  &  tatrid  squeyeres  &  opere  meyne,  pdt 
semen  ra]7«re  turmentours  ]^an  cristene  men  ;  &  he  ]wt 
wast*  most  of  pore  menntM  liflode  is  holden  most  wor]7i 

without  thinking  &  most  uoblo  man  of  holy  chirche.     litel  Fenke  Jei  hou 

of  the  labour  by  .  ^  ^  * 

w^h  they  were  sore  pore  men  trmieilen  &   spenden  here  flesch  *&  blood 
•[p.  127  MS.]     aboute  ]7e  goddis  ]7tft  Jei  wasten  so  nedeles;   &  hou  seynt 

1-1  omitted  AA.  *  omitted  X.  *  wa8te>  AA. 
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bernard  die) :  what  euere  ^ing  curatis  holden  of  }e  auterage  Bernard. 

ouer  a  symptile  Mode  &  cloj^inge  it  nys  not  here  but  o^ere 

meimua,  &  it  is  ]7efte  &  raueyne  &  sacrtlegie ;  &  hou  euyl  it 

is  to  suffice  pore  men  pmsohe  for  hungir^  &  ^liete  &  cold,  & 

here  cnratis  han  fette  hors  with  gave  eadlis  &  bridelis.    hou  Their  fat  horees 

^  ^  and  gay  saddlef . 

lesonable  is  yia  poynt  Jat  ]?e  procuratour  of  pore  men  schal  Poor  men's  proc- 
haue  so  riohe  pelure  &  esy  fare  of  body,  bo]?  of  mete  &  drynk  than  their  prin- 
&  reste,  &  pore  men  whos  }eB  goddis  ben  schuUen  haue  so 
moche  peyne  &  payn  defaute. 

CBpitulum  lO"*- 

pe  teniae  defaute:  bat  >ei  haunten  lordis  courtis  &  ben  They  hang  about 

-^  ^  '    '^        '  lords'  courts  and 

occupied  in  worldly  office  &  don  not  here  cure  to  here  busy  themselves 

*^  ''  with         secular 

parischenys,  &  jit  ^ei  taken  mo  worldly  goodis  ^eriore  fan  office. 

cnst  &  his  apostlis.     And  c^is  f  is  is  gret  troitere,  for  what 

man  druste  yndertake  to  kepe  men  biseged  in  a  feble  castel 

wi]7  many  stronge  enemys,  &  Jeanne  fle  in-to  an  hogherdis 

office  &  lete  enemys  take  }iB  castel  &  distroie  it?^  were  not 

J^is  opyn  treson,  and  ]?i8  kepere  gilty  of  f  e  castel  lesynge  This  is  treaaon 

&  alle  men  yer-inne  ?     So  it  is  of  ]7es  curatis  &  crlstene 

soulis  of  whiche  f  ei  taken  cure,  y&t  ben  bisegid  wi]?'  fendis, 

whanne  ^i  leuen  hem  vnkept  &  bisien  hem  in  worldly  office 

&  lordis  Courtis,    whi  ben  not  l^es  lordis  bat  bus  holden  The  lords  who 

employ  them  are 

curatis  in  here  courtis  &  worldly  offices  traito«rs  to  god  traitors  too. 
almyftty,  a)  ^ei  drawen  awey  his  chef  knyttis  fro  here 
gofiUy  bataile  whanne  &  where  }ei  weren  most  nedful.  for 
Jis  sdrnyce  }at  lordis  han  of  curatis  abouten  worldly  office 
cnstene  soulis  ben  yntaujt,  &  woluys  of  helle  stranglen  hem 
&  encombren  hem  in  endles  dispeir. 

Oapitulum  II*- 
J?e   eleuenfe    errowr;    }at   ^ei    chargen   more  wrongful  care  mow  for 
maundementis  of  synful  men  fan  f  e  most  ri^tful  comaunde-  than  for  God's, 
mentis  of  god ;  for  jif  f e  pope  or  bischop  sonde  a  letter 

^  omitted  X.  *  bi  AA. 
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They  welcome  a  for   to    resceyue    a    p^doner   to    disceyne    be    peple    bi 

oheftting       par* 

doner  with  the  grau7»t  of  ^  many  }?oiL8and  ^eer  to  pardon,  he  schal  be  sped 
but  forbid  a  true  algatis;  but  nV  her  come  ony  trewe  man  to  pr^che  frely  & 

preacher;  ^         ^  t        j  ^ 

trewely  ^e  gospel,  he  schal  be  lettid  for  wrongful  comaunde- 
ment  of  a  synfnl  man.  &  )ub  }ei  dreden  more  synful  men 
j^an  god  almyjtty,  si]?  ]?ei  putten  goddis  comaundement  &  his 
ri^tful  wille  bihynde  &  putten  a  synfnl  manntM  wille  &  wrong 
comaundement  bifore.  &  fns  for  here  dwene  worldly  profit 
thSrp^feftwn  *  bodely  ayse  J>ei  stoppen  here  parischenys  firo  herynge  of 

hearing      God's  g^^^g  j^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^^   ^f  ^^^^   ^  i^^^  y^^^  blyudly  to 

helle;  &  ]7es  ben  euele  fadris  J^at  }vlb  cruelly  enfamynen  here 
sugetis  soulis  &  dryuen  hem  to  dai^tpnacion  for  loue  of 
worldly  muk  or  bodily  ayse,  or  for  drede  of  wrecchid 
an^tcristis  J^at  ben  goddis  traitours  &  his  peplis. 

Capitulum  12*- 

Ti»eyd«piae  pe  twolJTe  orrowr;   }at  }ei  dispisen  fe  principal  office 

•[p.  128  MS.]  comaundid  of  *god  to  curatis,  &  bisen  hem  aboute  nouekies 
maad  of  synful  men ;  for  comunly  ^ei  kunnen  not  pr^^he 
toS^tion*.  ™*^'*  f®  gospel,  &  ]7ei  wolen  leme  bisily  menniM  trodicions  for 
worldly  wynnynge,  but  not  J^e  gospel  }&t  crist  god  &  man 
tau^te  &  comaundid  curatis  to  techen  J^at  to  lif  &  de};  & 
c^tis  as  ^ei  louen  to  studio,  kepe  &  teche  }e  word '  of  synful 
men  bifore  the  word  of  god,  so  ^ei  louen  synful  men  or  pride 
or  worldly  drit  ]7at  come^  of  menniM  lawe  more  ]?an  almy^tty 
god  &  ]7e  blisse  of  heuene ;  &  c^rtis  herfore  }ei  ben  traitours 
of  god  &  cheuenteynes  in  Jto  fendis  boost  to  lede  men  in- 
to helle. 

Capttuhm  13~- 

2teato*more°for  f^  frittone  errowT ;  }ei  cursen  here  gostly  children  more 
money  than  for  fop  1^^^  ^f  'worldly  catel  fan  for  brekynge  of  goddis  hestia. 
o5?iS?«dSS  ^or  >ouj  a  man  breke  opynly  }q  hestis  of  god,  lyuynge  in 

be  rammoned, 

1  omitted  X.  *  omitted  X.  *  world  X. 
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pride,  i»  false  swerynge/  in  opyn  brekynge  of  Je  holy  day, 

he  schal  not  be  sompned  ne  ponysched  ne  cursed  bi  hem. 

But  jif  a  man  be  bihynde  of  iipes  &  o^ere  oflEryngis  &  ^*ifiJ*J,^**J* 

cust[u]me8  maad    of   synful  men,   he    schal  be  sowpned,  J^d^^JJ^®**** 

ponyschid  &  cursed,  ^e  ]7ou^  he  may  not  lyue  out  of  o^&re  though  he  oan- 

menntM  dette  &  fynde  his   wif  &  his  children  bi  goddis ''^  ^*^* 

comaundement ;  &  fus  ^ei  seken  more  ]?ere'  owene  worschipe 

&  wynnynge  f  a»  )e  worschipe  of  god  &  sauynge  of  cristene 

soiilis;    &  ]7U8  ]7ei  worschipen  false  goddis  for  here  false 

coueitise.    wonder  it  is  ^at  )e8  curatis  cursen  so  sore  for  here 

owene  cause  where  j^ei  schulden  be  pacient  as  crist  was '  and 

hise  apostlis  * ;  &  so  litel  recken  of  dispit  don  to  god  where 

^ei  schulden  taken  al  resonable  vengaunce.^ 

Gspttulum  14"*- 

J?e  fourtenje ;  Jei  taken  here  worldly  myrje,  haukynge  &  They  wa^e 

iDODeY  in  hftWK* 

huntynge  &  o^ere  vanytes  doynge,  &  suffren  woluys  of  helle  ing  and  hunting. 

stranglen  menn««  soulis  bi  many  cursed  synnes.    ^ei  schulden 

drawe  men  fro  worldly  vanytes  &  techen  hem  ^e  pmlis  of  J^is 

lif  &  to  Jwnke  on  here  de]?  day,  &  be  myrrotfr  to  hem  to 

mome  for  here  synnes  &  opere  menniM  &  for  longe  tariynge 

of  heueneley  blisse,  &  laste  in  holy  preieris  &  trewe  techynge 

of   ye    gospel   and    aspiynge  ^e  fendis  cautelis,  &  wame 

cristene  men  of  hem.     But  now  ^e  more  J^at  a  curat  ha]?  of 

pore  mennys  goodis,  ]?e  more  comunly  he  wasti]?  in  costy 

fedynge  of  houndis  &  haukis,  &  suffire  pore  men  haue  grete 

defaute   of  mete  &  drynk   &  doi];;   but  hou  schuUen  ^ei 

answere  to  crist  at  }e  dredful  day  of  dom,  ]?at  }vlb  holden  pore 

menntM  Mode  fro  hem  &  wasten  it  in  such  worldly  vanyte  ? 

oertis  yei  schullen  be  dampnyd  for  mansleeris  bo]7e  of  body  &  They  wiu  be 

soule,  &  for  sleeris  of  crist  wi^  ^e  wickid  iewis  }at  nayleden  mnrdenn. 

him  on  fe  cros. 

'  werynge  X.  •  here  AA.  •-•  omitted  X. 

4  In  AA  this  last  clause  mns  '<  and  where  >at  J>ei  shnlden  take  snche 
nnxwonable  rengeannoe." 
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Capitulum  15~' 

Tbey  haunt  pe  feften]?e ;   ];at  fei  hannten  taaemes  out  of  mesure  & 

stiren  lewid  men  to  dronkenesse,  ydelnesse  &  ctirsed  swerynge 

♦[p.i»M8.]  and  ♦chydynge  &  fijttynge;  for  j^ei  wolen  not  traueilen  faste 
in  here  gostly  office  aft^  ciist  &  his  apostlis,  *  J^at  fol  bisili 

pi«y  *t^ ^tablet,  ha]?  tanjt  hem  * ;  ]?erfore  Jei  fallen  to  nyee  pleies,  at  tables, 
chees  &  hasard,  &  beten  Jto  stretis,  &  sitten  at  }e  tauerne  til 

getdnmk.  ]?ei  ban  lost  here  witt,  &  }aii  chiden  &  stryuen  &  fijten  snm- 
tyme,  &  sumtyme  neiper  ban  ei^e  ne  tonge  ne  bond  ne  foot  to 
helpe  hem  self  for  dronkenesse,  &  be  ^is  ensaumple  ^e  lowed 

He   that    goes  peple  wene];  ]7at  dronkenesse'  is  no  synne ;  but  he  ^at  wasti]? 

f*  uSiai?^  ™^®*  ^^^^  me»nys  goodis  at  tauemes,  makynge  hym  self  & 
o^ere  men  dronken,  is  most  preised  of  nobleie  &  curtesie  & 
goodnesse  &  largenesse  &  wor]7ine88e  'of  }e  world.'  lord, 
hou  wel  ben  J^es  dronken  curatis  disposid  to  seme  god  & 
mynystre  sacremientis,  &  namely  of  oonfession  in  tyme  of  de^, 
to  here  sugetis. 

Cspitulum  16~- 

J["\Stti*^ho  ^^  Bixtenje ;  Jei  wolen  not  jeue  }e  sacramentis  of  ^e  aut^, 
Sihes  *****  ^^  i^^  ^  cristis  body,  to  here  paryscbenys,  but  jif  }ei  paied  here 
Sb*t2i*****  ^"  ^^^  ^  offryngis,  &  but  jif  J?ei  han  paied  money  to  a  worldly 
cnuade.  prest  to  sloo  cristoue  men.    &  ^f  men  douten  of  ^is,  late  hem 

Bpenoer'seniiade  enquere  ^e  so];e  hou  it  was  whanne  }e  bischop  of  norwich 

XQ  y  I  mill  ftTffg 

went  in-to  flaundris,  &  killed  hem  hi  many  ]70U6andis  &  made 
hem  oure  enemys.  litel  reckon  ]7e8  curatiB  in  what  deuocion 
&  charite  here  parischenys  resceynen  cristis  body,  whanne 
^ei  openly  taken  hem  yp  fro  goddis^  bord,  &  stiren  hem  to 
ynpacience  &  enuye  &  hate  for  a  litel  muk  ^at  J^ei  chalengen 
to  hem  self. 

i-i  omitted  X.  >  added  by  a  later  hand  in  X. 

3-3  These  words,  omitted  in  X,  are  added  as  a  correction  in  AA. 

^  omitted  AA. 
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Capitulum  IT"*' 

pe  8eaenteii]?e ;  ]^e  ben  blynde  lederis  ledynge  ]76  blynde  ^ 
peple  to  synne  bi  here  euyl  ensaumple  &  fals  disceit  in 
techynge,  &  at  he  laste  i»-to  helle ;  for  bou j  bei  kunnen  not  Tbey  wui  take 

■^  ^  .         .        ,       benefices    with- 

o  poynt  of  Je  gospel  ne  whiten  what  J^ei  reden,  jit  ^ei  wolen  out  imowing  the 

take  a  fat  benefice  wi]?  cure  of  mannus  soule;  &  ueiper 

knnnen  reule  here  owene  Boule  ne  o^^re  mennys^  ne  wolen 

spedly  leme  ne  suffre  ol^^re  men  to  teche  here  parischenys  and  stop  other 

'  *  •»     men  from  preech- 

trewly  &  frely  ]?e  gospel  &  goddis  hestis.  And  jit  j'ei  crien  big. 
fast  yst  }e  peple  schal  doo  aft^  hem,  whenne  ]7ei  knowe  not 
ye  rijtte  weie  to  heuene ;  &  so  ^ei  leden  }e  symple  peple  in 
errottr  &  synne  whanne  ^e  peple  wene]?  for*  to  do  wel,  & 
maken  ^e  peple  to  demon  good  euyl  &  euyl  good,  &  to  wende 
^e  weie  to  helle  whanne  }ei  wenen  to  goo  to  heuene. 

Capitulum  18°*- 
pe  eijtenb ;  bei  ben  fals  prophetis,  techinge  fals  cronydis  &  They  teu 

chronicles     and 

fabhs  to  colour  here  worldly  lif  j^erby,  &  leuen  }e  trewe  fables  when  they 
gospel  of  ihu  crist ;  for  bei  louen  welle  to  telle  hou  bis  seynt  ubeiung  the 

saints. 

•  or  ]?is  •  lyuede  in  gay  &  costy  clo]7is  &  worldly  aray,  *  &  jit 
is  a  grete  seynt.^  But  }ei  leuen  to  teche  J^e  grete  penaunce 
&  sorow  j^at  J?ei  diden  aft^r  ward,  for  which  ]7ei*  pleseden 
god  &  not  for  here  worldly  lif,  &  ]7us  }ei  make  J^e  peple  to ' 
wene  ]?at  worldly  lif  of  prdstis  &  veyn  cost  of  hem  &  waste 
of  pore  menntM  goodis  plesi]^  god  &  is^  venous  lif,  ajenst 
.  Cfistis  lif  &  his  techynge  &  his  apostlis  also ;  &  }ei  techen  They  relate  fliise 
also  hou  for  curs  of  a  synful  man  }e  creature  of  god,  as  a 
loof^  yat  trespasid  not,  was  mowlid  &  fordon,  &  make  ^e 
peple  bileue  *yai  ^at  a  goode  oristene  man  kepynge  welle  goddis  *[p*  iso  ms.] 
hestis  schal  be  dampnyd  for  a  wrongM  curs  of  a  worldly  They  teaeh  that 

a  good  man  may 

prtfst,  bat  in  caas  is  a  dampnyd  fend,  &  bus  bei  bryngen  J^e  be  damned  br  ex. 

1  omitted  X.  >  omitted  X.  '-^  omitted  AA. 

^*  X  readB  ft  }it  it  ib  a  grete  synne. 
'  cut  away  from  margin  in  X.         *  omitted  X.  '  his  X. 
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peple  out  of  crifitene  feij'  bi  here  false  cronyclis  &  'here  sotele' 
fablis.  For  crist  sei]?  }at  men  schuUen  be  blissed  of  god 
whanne  men  schullen  curse  hem  &  pursue  hem  &  seie  alle 
euyl  ajenst  hem  falsly  for  }e  loue  of  crist  &  his  trewj7e.  And 
^e  peple  bileue)?  Je  contrtnrie  of  Jis  techynge  of  crist  bi  J^is 
fablis  &  seyntis  dedis,  or  lesyngis  putt  on  seyntis. 

Gapttulum  lO"** 

Tbey  go  shares      pe  neyntcDj^e ;  y&L  assenten  to  pardoners  disceyuynge  )e 

who  deceiTo  the  peple  in  fei]?  &  charite  &  worldly  goodis  for  to  haue  part  of 

here  gederynge,  &  letten  pr^stis  to  pr^che  }e  gospel  for  drede 

laste  here  synoe  &  ypocrtsie  be  knowen  &  stoppid ;   for 

with  stolen  hnUs  whanne  bere  cornels  a  pardoner  Yrih  stollen  bullis  &  false 

and  false  relics ;  .  J         ^  i 

relekis,  grauntynge  mo  jeris  of  pardon  ]?an  comen  bifore 
domes  day  for  jeuynge  of  worldly  catel  to  riche  placis  where 
is  no  nede,  he  schal  be  sped  &  resceyued  of  cnratis  for  to 
haue  part  of  \at  he  get!}? ;  but  a  pr^ste  J^ot  wole  telle  ]7e 
trew]7e  to  alle  men  wij^-outen  glosynge  &  firely  wi]7-outen 
hut  they  Wag  beggynge  of    l?e    pore  peple,  he  schal   be  lettid  bi  sotil 

the  law  to  hear       *'"•'    '^  ^       '        , 

against  an  honest  cauyllacious  of  manniM  lawe,  for  drede  last  he  touche  ^e  sore 

pneat  ''  * 

of  here  conscience  &  cursed  lif.     &  ]7is  pardoner  schalle  telle 

of  more  power  ]7an  eu^re  crist  grauntid  to  petir  or  poul  or 

The     pardoner  ouy  apostle,  to  drawe  ]7e  almes  fro  pore  bedrede  nei^eboris 

of  poor^^peopie,  ];at  ben  knowen  feble  &  pore,  &  to  gete  it  to  hem  self  & 

wasten  it  '  ful  synfulli '  in  ydelnesse  &  glotonye  &  lecherie, 

and  sends  it       &  senden  gold  out  of  cure  lend  to  riche  lordis  &  housis  where 

ahroad. 

is  no  nede  &  make  cure  lond  pore  by  many  sotile  ^  weies ;  & 
The  people  are  here  bi  ]«  peple  is  more  bold  to  'lien  stille '  in  her*  aynne,  & 
main  in  Bin.  wcue);  not  to  haue  88  myche  ]7ank  &  reward  of  crist  for  to 
do  ^  here  almes  to  pore  feble  men,  as  crist  biddi]'  in  ^e  gospel, 
as  whanne  ]7ei  don  here  almes  to  riche  housis  aftir  graunt 
of  synful  foolis ;  &  this  is  opyn  errow*  a^enst  cristene  fei]^. 

1  omitted  X.  S-'  omitted  X.  >-*  omitted  X 

«  omitted  X.  •->  lyoe  X.  •  omitted  X. 

7  omitted  AA. 
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Capttulum  20*' 

pe  twentij^e ;  J^at  a  'prest  of  good  lif  &  denont  &  trewe 
prtfchour  of   goddis  lawe  is  dispised,  halid  &  pursued  of  ijey  bate  good 
worldly  curatis,  &  a  fals  -prest  of  worldly  lif  &  aray  ]7at  taoa«; 
Buffireu  men  wexe  roten  in  here  cursed  syime  is  louyd,  preised 
&  cherischid  among  ^such  synful  folis;^  for  J^ei  seyn  J^otsuch  a 
good  preeit  is  '  an  ydiot  and '  an  ypocrite  &  sclaundri]?  men  of  they  eau  a  good 
holy  chirche  &  letti]?  men  to  do  here  deuocion  to  holy  chirche ;  aadaiuiiaw. 
&  bi  here  dom  a  pr^t  ^at  line]?  comyn  worldly  lif  &  stiri]? 
no  men  to  wraj  hi*  reprouynge  hem  of  here  opyn  synnes 
do]?  moche  worschipe  to  holy  chirche  &  encresce]?  menntM 
deuocion ;  &  ]?us  for  here  coueitise  &  pride  trewe  pr^tis  ben 
put  abak  &  dispised,  &  ydel  pr^stis  &  worldly  be  preised  & 
cherischid,   &  ]?is  makij^  many  men  slowe  in  good  lif  & 
pr^^hynge  and  manye  ♦to  loue  worldly  lif  &  ydelnesse  *  &  •[?•  i8i  ms.] 
vanyte.* 

Capttulum  21*^ 

pe  on  and  twente]7e ;  Jei  hiden  &  me3mtenen  her  synnes  &  JJj*°™.  f*'^ 
o^ere  menni^^  bi    proteccion  &  helpe  of  lordis,   J^at  here  5j*v*^^°®®® 
souereyns  may  not  correcte  hem  ne  compelle  hem  to  resi- 
dence,   for  whanne  }er  is*  a  vicious  curat  of  lecherie  or  of* 
vnkunnynge  he  wole  haue  lettris  of  kyng  &  lordis  to  dwelle  M»d  get  letters 

"    "  •'  nrom     king     or 

in  here  courtis  in  worldly  offices  &  be  absent  fro  his  cure ;  ^orda, 

}a,t  his  souereyn  schal  not  dore  correcte  him  for  drede  of  his  JJ^Jon    dwe 

temp^raltees  &  wraj^j^e  of  lordis;    &  ]7us  lordis  ben  made  »«* ?«»***» t^«°^- 

schildis  of  synne  for  a  litel  money  or  worldly  sdruyce  of 

wickid  curatis,  ]«t  ri^twisnesse  may  not  for]?  ^in  herTcrtuouse 

lyuynge.^ 

Capitulum  22"'- 

pe  two  &  twen[ti]]7e ;  }at  many  of  hem  Ynd^  colour  of 
lemynge  of  }e  gospel  leme  statutis  maade  of  synful  men  &  Theyieami^m^ 

»-»  hem  X.  »-»  omitted  X.  »  >e  X.  *-*  omitted  X.    *"'  ^  '^'^^ 
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the      xmlveraitv  •'  ' 
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worldly  pr^stis,  &  lyuen  in  ydelnessoi  glotonye,  dronkenesse 
&  lecherie,  &  ben  eu^re  ^e  leng^re  }e  more  vnable.    Por 

When  heneflced,  whanne  }ei  ban  grete  benefices,  p^rauenttfre  by  symonye,  & 
comien  not  teohe  here  sugetis  to  saue  here  sonlis,  &  doren  not 

aBdafraidtokeep  holden  here  lemmannvB  at  home  for  clamour  of  men,  bei  gon 

their  lemans  at  '  '  /       o 

D  to  j 
sitv 
rtth  1 
and  J 

atrumpett,  f^  ig^ng  goddis  lawe,  }7ei  gon  for  Je  manere  to  cyuyle  or 
canoD,  &  don  litel  good  ]7^  at '  as  trewe  men  J^inken ' ;  &  ^ua 

and  learn  ]'ei  wasten  pore  menntM  Mode  in  hordom  &  glotonye,  & 

lemen  lorelschipe,  &  to  curse  oristene  men  for  here  goodis,  & 
^euen  to  here  sugettis  ensaumple  of  pride  &  coueitise  & 
glotonye  &  lecherie  &  ydelnesse. 

Capitulum  23.» 

S*  'f*S  ^  a^"      J^®   J''®  ^   twentiJTe ;   ]?e   more  kunnynge  men  of  hetn 

{^^jL°«!l{^y  myspenden  here    witt    &    kunnynge   in    meyntenaunce    of 

'^  synne,  as  of  pride  &  coueitise  of  clerkis  &  oppr^ssynge  of 

pore  parischenys  bi  wrong  customes  for  drede  of  plee  & 

censuris,  &  meyntenynge  false  causis  in  constories  for  gold ; 

&  taken  pensions  of  lecherous  men  &  wommen  for  ^  to  helpe 

hem  to  ba]7e  hem  in  here  synne  as  swyn  in  ]7e  fen.     &  herby 

If  one  can  crack  }^q  ],at  can  cracke  a  litil  latyn  in  constories  of  he  bene  menntM 

a  little  Latin  in         '  ^  * 

iLw^  he  ia^dd  ^*^^®  ^  Worldly  pr^stis  lawe  &  can  helpe  to  anoie  a  pore  man 
""***>  bi  knackis  or  chapitris,  is  holden  a  noble  clerk  &  redy  &  wys, 

tiiootth hecan    ]7ouj  he  kunne  not  rede  wel  a  vers  in  his  sauter  ne  vnd^r- 
^rwj  in   hia    stonden  a  comune  auctorite  of  holy  writt :  &  siche  knackeiis 

Faalter.  * 

ben  as  proude  of  here  veyn  kunnynge  as  lucifer,  &  setten  not 
bi  pore  menntM  kunnynge  in  goddis  lawe,  but  dispis^  hem  & 
goddis  lawe  as  ]70U}  it  were  no  lawe,  &  comenden  here  owene 
lawe  &  hem  self  more  \^n  holy  writt  &  ihu  orist  &  his  aposUis 
']7at  so  blessidly  lyueden ' ;  &  ]7is  maki]?  synne  &  falsnesse  to* 
regne,  &  fei]?  &  treuj^e  &  charite  be  defoulid  &  quenchid. 

1  AA  inserts  here  yidouse.  >-'  omitted  X. 

*  In  X  the  heading  of  this  chapter  is  omitted.  *  omitted  X. 
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Capitulum  24/ 


law 
the 


pe  fonre  &  tweotij^e;  }at  }ei  maken  Je  dene  lawe  of  god  ''^g^'**^* 
vnd^  Je  feet  of  an^tcrist  &  his  derkis,  &  treu]?e  of  }>e  gospel  feetof  Antichrist 
be  dampnyd  for  eirow  &  ignoraunce  of  worldly  derkis ;  for 
J^es  worldly  derkis  ^at  lyuen  in  glotonye  &  studien  to  drynke  Worldly   derks 
heije  wynes*  *&  base  fisik  wij  stnimpetis  pr^sumen  bi  here  of  reUgioii. 
pride  to  be  domes  men  of  sotil  &  heije  mysterijs'  &  priue 
artidis  of  holy  writt,  &  blyndly  dampnen  trenj^es  of  cristis  andoondemnthe 
gospd,  for  ]?ei  be»  ajenst  here  worldly  lif  &  fleschly  lustis ;  ^  against  them. 
&  J'es  blynde  bosardis  wolen  dampnen  trewe  men  J^at  techen 
trewely  &  frdy  holy  writt  ajenst  here  synnes  to  be  heretikis, 
For  no  man  schulde  here  goddis  lawe  tauwjt  bi  snche  trewe  They  wui  not  let 

,  others     preach, 

men,  &  bei  hem  self  wole  pr^che  here  owne  trodicions  &  not  and  themseiTes 

,        ,  preach  only  their 

^e  gospd ;  &  so  holy  writt  schal  be  owtlawid  or  oppr^ssid  bi  traditions. 
wronge  statutis  of  synful  mennys  makynge ;  but  c^tis  alle 
cristene  men  schal  crie  out  on  ^es  deuelis  blasphemyes  & 
cursed  heresies  of  an^tcrist  &  his  worldly  fonned  derkis. 

C&pitulum  25"* 

pe  fyue  &  twentij^e  errow ;  Jei  chosen  newe  lawis  maad  of  ^^q^^J^^JJJ 
synful  men  &  worldly  &  coueytise  pr^stis  &  derkis  to  reule  J^  ^g^st^*  ^*^" 
}^  peple  bi  hem  as  most  nedful  &  best  lawis,  &  forsaken  ^e 
p^rfiteste  lawe  of  ^e  gospd  &  pistlis  of  orist  &  his  apostlis, 
as  not  p^t  ne  fiiUy  ynou^  ne  trewe ;  for  now  he];ene  mennfM  citU  and  canon 

,  .  Law  are  read  in 

lawis  and  worldly  derkis  statutis  ben  red  in  vnyuersitees,  &  the  Universities, 

curatis  lemen  hem  faste  wi]?  grete  desir,  studio  &  cost,  but  ]'e' 

lawe  of  god  is  litel  studied,  litel  costid  ber  aboute,  &  lesse  bntnot the  Bible, 

kept  &  taujt ;  but  ^e  olde  testament  for  wynnyng  of  ty]7es  &  Testament     in 

of&yngis  is  sutnwhat  practised;  &  ]7e  gospd  }?at  teche]? *  cristis 

mekenesse  &  wilful  pou^rt  &  bisi  troueile^  in  pr^chynge  to 

saue  oristene  soulis,  for  it  constreyne]?  pr^stis  to  ]7is  holy  lif, 

is  litel  loued  &  studied  &  tau^t  but  ra]7ere  dispised  &  hyndrid 

&  maade  fals  bi^  speche  of  antfcristis  derkis.     &  in  J^is  ^ei 

1  28  X.  «  with  wyueg  AA.  •  mynyBters  X.        *  24  X. 
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SS^ciSSt  *ve  ®®y°  J'^*  °^®*'  ^  vnwytty,  out  of  charite  &  treuj^,  si}?  he  jaf 
an^  inraffloient  qq^j  ^  sufficient  lawe  &  J^e  beste  for  reuelynge  of  his  peple,  & 
]7at  worldly  fonned  clerkis  of  sathanas  &  anticrist  ben  wittiere, 
trewere  &  in  more  charite  ^an  ihu  crist,  si]?  here  lawes  ben 
betre  &  more  nedful  for  cristene  men  ]7a»  ]?o  ^  la  wis  ]7at  crist 
himsilf '  made.  But  on  this  blasphemye  heresie  sohullen  alle 
cbriflti«nsthoaid  cHstene  men  crien  out  &  take  frilly  he  gospel  to  here  reule  *  & 

reject  the«e  laws  j  i     o    r 

when  not  founded  helbe,'  &  not  setto  hi  bes  newe  lawis  ^maad  of  synful  wrecchis* 

on  the  gospel.  ^  ^ 

but  in  also  moche  as  }^ei  ben  groundid  in  holy  writt  expr^sly 
or  good  reson  &  trewe  conscience  &  charite;  for  as  god  hi 
Oai.  l's.  seynt  poul  techi]?,  who  eu^re  teche]?  oj^^re  lawes  he  is  cursed 

of  god ;  ^e,  ]'ou}  he  were  an  angil  of  heuene ;  for  god  may 
not  make  o}^ere  lawis  ajenst  his  gospel  &  charite,  whi  schulde 
ant*crist  &  his  clerkis  ? 

C&pitulum  26"** 

pe  sixe  and  twenti}^e ;  }ei  magnyfyen  hem  self  abouen  crist 
Thrjr  Ud  their  god  &  man ;  for  }ei  comaunden  here  sugetis  }at  }>ei  owen  not 
judge  the  clergy  to  iuge  clerkis,  ne  here  opyn  werkis  ne  here  techynge,  But  do 

either  for  works 

or  words.  aftir  here  techynge,  be  it  trewe  be  it  fals.     But  oure  lord  ihu 

iud?*ium  *  ""*  ^^^^  comaundid  his  enemys  to  deme  of  hym  a  rijtful  dom  & 

John  tU.  24.       not  aftir  }e  face.     Also  oure  lord  ihu  bad  his  enemys  bileue 

John  X.  38.         to  his  werkis  ]70U}  ^ei  wolden  not  bileue  to  him,  &  bad  ]?at 

•[p.  188  MS.]      ♦men  schnlden  not  bileue  to  hym  jif  he  dide  not  Je  werkis  of 

John  xTiii.  28.     his  fadir.    ^  Also  crist  bad  to  his  enemys  J^at  ]7ei'  schulde  here 

witnesse  of  euyl  ^if  he  had  spoken  euyle,  &  seynt  poul  biddi^ 

1  Cor.  X.  15.       his  hereris  deme  }ai  J^at  ^  he  seide,  where  }es  worldly  foolis 

wolen  be  an^t'crlstis  more  maistris  "p&n  crist  god  &  man,  SiJ^ 

]7ei  wolen  not  be  demyd  &  amendid  bi  cristis "  peple  vnd^ 

hem  of  here  opyn  werkis  ajenst  goddis  hestis  ne  of  here  fals 

lesyngis  J^at  J^ei  techen  in  stede  of  cristis  gospel,     c^rtis  a 

more  blasphemye  ground  castid  neuere  sathanas  to  norische 

synne  of  clerkis  &  fals  disceit  in  techynge,  &  to  lede  blyndly 

cristene  soulis  to  helle. 

»  )>e  X.  «  omitted  X.        »-»  omitted  X.        *-*  omitted  X. 
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CsLpitulum  27.* 

pe  seuene  and  twenti]7e;  ^ei  ben  an^tcristis  lettynge  cristene 
men  to  knnne  here  bilene  &  speken  of  holy  writt ;  for  }^i 
crten  opynly  }^at  seculer  men  Bchullen  not  entirmeten  hem  of  Theyforbtdseon- 
ye  gospel  to  rede  it  in  heir'  modir  tonge,  but  heere'  her  gostly  the  "^^pei   in 
fadris  pr^che  &  do  aft^  hem  in  alle  J^ingis ;  but  J^is  is  ex-  toagae. 
pr^Iy  afenst  goddis  techynge.     Tor  god  comaundi]?  generaly  ood  bids  erery 
to  eche  lewid  man  'bat  he  schal  haue  goddis  hestis  bi-fore  hym  commandmentB 

'  before  him. 

&  teche  hem  to  his  children  '  &  also  to  hise  meyne/  &  }?e  wise  Dent  vi.  6. 

man  biddi}^  euery  cristene  man  "j^at  alle  his  tellynge  be  in  ^e  eooIub.  vi.  S7. 

hestis  of  god  altherhi^est,'  &  "j^at  he  hane  eu^re  more  in  mynde 

fe  comanndementis  of  god.     And  seynt  petir  biddi}^  cristene  i  peter  iii.  15. 

men  be  redi  to  ^eae  reson  of  oure  iei}  &  ope  to  teche  eche 

man  ]7at  azit  it,  &  god  comanndid  his  pr^stis  to  pr^he  ^e 

gospel  to  eche  man,  &  ^e  skille  is  for  alle  men  schnlden  kunne 

it  and  reule  here  lif  }eT  aftir.   lord,  whi  sohulde  worldly  prratis 

forbede  seculer  men  to  speke  of  ]?e  gospel  &  goddis  heBtis,  si]? 

god  ^ene]?  hem  gret  witt  of  kynde  &  gret  desir  to  knowen  god 

&  louen  him.    for  Je  more  goodnesse  J^at  Jei  knowen  of  god  The  mwe  men 

J^  more  Jei  schuUen  lone  god.  where  worldly  prastis  schullen  gJJ^j^®^  ^^ 

for  here  owene  vnknnnyngnesse  &  slea}?e  &  ydelnesse  &  pride' 

Btoppe  cristene  men  to  knowe  god  &  serue  hym  vp  ^e  ^ifbis 

]?at  god  jeue]?  hym.    he^ere  scole  of  an/icrist  to  distroie 

cristene  mennys  bilene  &  charite  herde  neuere  creature  fro 

makyng  of  ^e  world  ]7aQ  is  ]7is  blasphemye  heresie,  }?at  lewid 

men  schnlden  not  entirmeten  hem  of  }e  gospel. 

Capitulum  28~^ 

pe  eijte  &  twentij^e ;  ^ei  disceynen  cristene  men  in  doynge  Theydeceiyemen 
of  yerray  penannce ;  for  }ei  doren  not  telle  ^e  soVe  hou  nedis  for  tSey^dare 

_.  -         ^        _         Hi*-!  .  iv*         ,.«,,    °<>*  inftlst  ap<m 

bei  mosten  forsake  alle  falsnesse  in  craftis,  in  obis,  &  alle  amendment  as 

eesentiai  to  oon* 

synne  vp  here  knnnynge  &  power,  &  for  no  good  in  er^e  trition, 

wityngly  &  wilfully  do  a^enst  goddis  hestis,  nei]?^  for  lucre 

ne  drede  ne  bodily  de^,  &  ellis  it  is  not  yerrey  *contricion,  &  *lp*  184M8.] 

1  26  X.  s  omitted  X.  *  omitted  X.        ^  omitted  X. 
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Md  to  abeoiu-    ellis  god  wole  not  asoile  hem  for  no  confession  of  moue}?,  ne 

for  assoilynge  of  pr^tis,  ne  bullis  of  pardon,  ne  lettris  of 

frat^myte,  ne  massisy  ne  preieris  of  ony  creatur  ^  in  erpe  or  in 

but  they  epeak  >  J^e  blis  of '  heuene;  but  Jei  speken  modul  of  tij^s  &  oflfryngis 

and  offerings,      in  ^18  coDfession,  &  litel  of  restitucion  &  doynge  of  almes  to 

pore  bedrede '  men,   But  of  masse  pens  &  chirche  gaynesse. 

Thus  they  lead  &  herby  ]?e  peplo  is  broujt  out  of  bileue,  tristynge  }at  here 

prie8t»B  abaoiu-  synuo  is  foijouo  for  here  pr^stis  assoylynge,  Jouj  Jei  don  not 

p««»o«;  verrey  penaunce  as  god  teche]?  hym  self.     And  herby  ]?ei 

magnyfien  more  here  owene  assoilynge  ]7an  assoilynge  of  god 

for  verrey  contricion,  whanne  god  him  self  sei}?^  in  what 

kynne  hour  a  synnere  ha}?  inwardly*  sorowe  for  his  synnys  he 

and  say  that  a  schal  be  saue,  }ei  wolen  make  J^is  word '  fals,  seynge  ^at  he 

oo^te^  canndt  schal  uot  be  saf  be  he  neu^e  so  contrit  wi}^outen  schrifte  of 

shrift.  mou]7  maad  to  hem/  ]7at  ben  in  cas  ^e  fendis  procuratours  to 

disceyuen  men  in  here  soulis  hel}^e  for  here  ynkunnynge  & 

pride  &  coueitise. 

Capitulum  29-« 

They  rob  people  pe  neyne  &  twenti}^e;  }ei  robben  cristene  peple  of  goodis 
mnaiiMi^^^'  of  fortune,  of  goodis  of  kynde  &  goodis  of  grace  hi  feyned 
censuris  of  here  owen  lawis ;  for  ]?ei  ct^rsen  so  dispitusly  ^if 
men  paie  not  monye  at  here  lykyngo,  ]7at  J^ei  chalengen  hi 
synful  manntM  lawis  &  newe  customes  &  deuocions  &  not  of 
goddis  lawe,  ]?at  no  man  dar  wij'-seie  hem  in  here  wrong  for 
drede  of  curs,  prisonynge,  &  lesyngis  of  pacience  &  chaiite ; 
and  make  them  &  herbi  >ei  maken  cristene  men  as  bestis  holde  forb  here 

uphold      wrong  '  ^    ' 

customs.  wrong  customes  &  manntM  lawe,  &  not  knowe  goddis  lawe  & 

]7e  ri^tte  weie  to  heuene.  certis  it  were  lasse  cruelte  to  sus- 
pende  men  fro  bodily  mete  &  drynk  &  make  hem  dede  bodily 
]7an  to  suspende  hem  fro  herynge  of  ^e  gospel  &  goddis 
hestis,  fat  is  lif  of  Jto  soule.  lord,  hou  cursed  an/tcristis  ben 
]?eB  worldly  prelatis  &  curatis  fat  cursen  trewe  men  for 
pr^chynge  &  herynge  of  holy  writt, 

1  curature  X.  *-*  omitted  X«  '  bedere  X. 

*  omitted  X.  »  in  worldly  X.  *  lord  AA. 
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Ce^pitulum  30"*- 

fe  }ntti)e;  )ei  taken  not  dymes  &  ofEryngis  bi  forme  of  Theydonot^e 
fe  olde  testament  &  p^rtyn  hem  in  comyn  to  alle  pr^tis  &  Jj^^^®^^^**^" 
mynystris  nedful  in  he  chirche.  ne  bi  forme  of  he  gospel  nor  ask  a  simple 

"  '  <f      o     JT      iiyin^  according 

takynge  a  symple  Mode  pnen  of  free  denocion  of  \e  peple  to  the  New  Teat*. 

wi]?-oaten  constreynynge  &  cursynge,  as  orist  &  his  apostlis 

diden.    but  bi  \e  newe  lawe  of  synful  men  o  pr^st  chalengi]?  ^  **°tai^"Se 

him  self  alle  tij^es  of  a  gret  centre  bi  worldly  plee  &  newe  ^^^  *  ^*® 

censoTM;  &  nei^^r  lyue}'  as  a  good  prM,  ne  techi]?  as  a  curat, 

ne  deli]?  ]?e  residue  to  pore  men  as  a  good  cristene  man. 

♦But  wasti]?  hem  in  pompe  &  glotonye  &  oj^^e*  synnes,  &  •[p.iasMS.] 

letti}»  trewe  prratis  to  do  }>e  office  enyoyned  to  hem  bi  god 

almy^ty.     certis  it  seme]?  ]7at  }?es  ben  not  prratis  aft^  goddis 

lawe  but  aft^  synfnl  menntM  ordynaunce,  to  be  maistris  of 

god  &  lordis  of  cristene  peple,  si]?  \e\  holden  neuer  nei]70r 

lawe  of  god  in '  dymes  takynge,  &  taken  hem  bi  vyolence  & 

stronge  corses  a^enst  menn««  goode  wille,  &  maken  ]^e  peple 

oat  of  pacience  &  charite  bi  here  pledynge,  &  don  not  wel 

here  gosUy  office. 

Qfdk'pitulum  31"*' 

]7e  on  &  J^rittiJ^e ;  ]^at  at  ensaumple  of  serpentis  \e\  s^ruen  They  aerre  lords 
bisily  to  lordis  in  seculer  offices  for  noujt  as  who  sei]^,  and  in  a  benefice 
)e  ende  poisonen  \e  lordis  wij  venym  of  symonye  \a\,  is 
worse  ]?an  ony  bodily  poison.     &  whanne  ]^ei  han  a  benefice  when  they  haye 
wib  cure  of  menntM  soule  l^ei  dwellen  stiUe  in  worldly  office  neglect    '  their 
of  lordis,  &  spenden  pore  menntM  liflode  m  not  &  wombe  loie,  teke      worldly 
&  snffiren  cristene  men  pmsche  in  body  &  soule  for  defaute  of 
techynge  &  werkis  of  m^cy.    how  cursed  serpentis  ben  \\&  Theyaieserpenta 
weiward  curatifi  ]'at  ]'us  enuenymyn  hem  self,  \e  lordis  &  venomofsimony. 
comunes  wi}>  venym  of  symonye,  of  pride  &  glotonye  &  alle 
manere  of  synne. 

^  AA.  inserts  synfol.  *  &  X 
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Cspitulum  32~- 

They  make  lords      l)e  two  &  1?ritti1?e  ;  bei  maken  lordis  &  oomunes  bi  blynd 

and      oonunons  j         j         s  ^    ■ 

maintain     bad  deuocion  &  ypocrisie  to  meyntenen  worldly  clerkiB  in  pride, 

coneitise  $  ydebiesse  &  false  techynge  of  an^tcristis  eiroffrs 

yndir  colour  of  fredom  &  worscbipynge  of  holy  cbirche  & 

nnderpratenceof  goddis  lawe.    For  ]?ei  crien  faste  yat  lordis  &  comunes  moten 

liberties  of  the  meyntenen  goddis  s^ruauntis  in  his  saruyce  &  ]?e  lawis  &  ]7e  ^ 

Xewserrioe.      liberies  of  holy  cbirche,  &  maken  newe  s^ruyce  likynge  to 

worldly  menntM  eris  &  newe  lawis  &  customes  for  here  owene 

wynnynge  &  pride,  &  leuen  ]7at  s^ruyce  &  clene  lawe  ^at  god 

made  to  pr^stis  for  most  profit  on  ecbe  side.    &  J^us  whanne 

lordis  &  comyns  wenen  to  meyntenen  goddis  pr^tis  &  bis 

So Antiebzist's    lawe,  ]7ei  meyntenen  an^tcristis  pr^stis  and*  here  lawis  & 

maintained.       wrong  cnstomes  &  pride  &  o]^ere  synnes  in-s^tede  of  mekenesse 

&  o]^ere  y^ues,  &  magwifyenge  of  menntM  lawis  &  dispisynge 

of  goddis  lawis. 

Cspitulum  SS*"- 

pe  )Te  &  J'rittiJ'e ;  ]?ei  tecben  cristene  men  to  blaspbeme 
They  teaeh  that  god  &  bolden  werre  aienst  hym ;  for  >ei  tecben  cristene  men 

if  men  maintain  7  ^  .  ^ 

^ridiT    clerks,  to  meyntenen  mennys  lawis  &  ordynannces  for  betre  &  more 
warded  through  nedfiiL  tan  >e  clene  lawe  of  crist  &  bis  witty  ordynannce: 

tbeir  prayersi  , 

&  crien  faste,  ^if  cristene  men  meyntenen  ^e  multitude  of 
worldly  derkis  in  here  newe  lawis  &  customes  &  libertea  }&. 
scbullen  baue  goddis  bb'ssynge  &  prosp^ite  &  pees  &  reste,  bi 
so  many  deuout  prratis  seculer  &  religious  preiynge,  redynge 
and  if  they  try  to  &  syngynge  nyjt  &  day;  &  xif  hei  wolden  brynge  prdstis  out 

make  priests  liTo     -,.,.,.«„  ,  -  «  .1 

hoiyiifetheywiu  of  pis  glonous  lif  &  new  soug  to  mckeuesse  &  gostly  pouM 

be  cnzsedf  eto* 

&  bisi  trtxueile  in  lemynge  &  pr^cbynge  of  }?e  gospel,  as  crist 
&  bis  apostlis  diden,  fei  scbullen  be  cursed  &  baue  wetre  & 

•[p.  186 MS.]  myscbif,  boje  in  Jis  ♦world  &  Je  to}»er;'  &  Jis  make]?  }e 
blynde  peple  to  werre  a^enst  god  &  bis  ordjmaunce  &  pursuen 

Apostrophe  to     his  tooberis  as*  beretikis.     ^0  ^e  curatis,  see}  ]?e6  heresies  & 

eurates. 

I  omitted  AA.  >  in  X.  *  >at  o>er  AA. 

*  AA  iDBerts  1 
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blaspliemyes  &  many  moo  saynge  of  pore  wiokid  lif  & 
weiward  techyngey  &  forsake  hem  for  drede  of  heUe,  & 
tume  to  good  lif  &  trewe  techynge  of  )e  gospel  &  ordynaunce 
of  gody  as  crist  &  his  apostlis  diden,  for  reward  of  heuenely 
blisse,  &  in  confessions  &  o^^re  speclds  charge  ^e  more 
brekenge  of  goddis  hestis  ^an  brekynge  of  foly  bihestis  of 
newe  pylgrymagis  &  offiryngis ;  &  teche  cristene  men  to  ttime 
Buche  fonnyd  a-YOwis  in-to  betre  almes,  as  crist  techi]?  in  ]^e 
gospel.  Almy^tty  god  brynge  caratis  in-to  holy  lif  &  trewe 
techynge  afW  crist  &  his  apostlis.    Amen. 
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VIIL 
THE  ORDER  OF  PRIESTHOOD. 


Of  this  tract  I  can  only  say  that  it  may  be  by  Wyclif.  If  so  it  must  be 
one  of  the  earliest  of  his  English  tracts,  written  before  his  order  of  poor 
priests  had  been  folly  organized.  It  may  be  taken  to  express  that  strong 
sense  of  the  faults  prevcdent  among  the  clergy  which  led  him  to  institute 
his  order  of  preachers. 

The  writer  was  certainly  a  zealous  lover  of  his  University,  as  may  be 
seen  from  his  complaint  (Chapter  zzin.)  that  the  clergy  stir  rich  men  to 
support  chaplains  and  chantry  priests  rather  than  poor  scholars. 

Chapter  xxn.  deserves  notice  for  its  attack  on  priests  who  excite  the 
people  to  war  by  processions  and  public  prayers.  (Cf.  p.  170, 1.  3.)  Is 
this  utterance  due  only  to  a  personal  horror  of  bloodshed,  or  does  it  point 
to  the  existence  of  a  peace  party  ? 

Copied  from  the  Corpus  MS.  X.  and  collated  with  the  Dublin  MS.  AA. 


SUHKABT. 

Chap.  I.    Priests  commit  simony  in  using  influence  and  bribes  to  be  ordained. 

II.    Priests  sell  their  masses,  and  offer  a  share  in  the  mass  to  those  who 
pay  them. 

III.    Priests  are  so  ignorant  that  they  cannot  read  the  senrice  properly. 

lY.    Priests  live  idle  and  luxurious  lives,  haunting  taTerns,  etc. 

y.    Priests  neglect  their  duties  and  take  secular  office  with  lords. 

YI.    Priests  take  money  to  say  prayers  and  by  evil  life  make  their  prayers 
yain. 

YII.    Priests  care  chiefly  for  new  song,  which  sets  people  dancing,  but  hides 
the  words  of  Holy  Writ. 

YIII.    Priests  care  more  to  keep  the  Ordinal  of  Salisbury  than  God's  com- 
mandments. 

IX.  Priests  take  rash  tows  of  chastity  and  do  not  keep  them. 

X.  Priests  fear  to  reproye  Tioe  in  their  patrons. 

XI.  Priests  who  preach  falsely  are  Satans  transformed  etc. 

XII.  Worldly  priests  seek  their  own  gain  more  than  the  good  of  souls. 
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Chap.  XIII.  Priests  carry  on  business  as  maltsters  and  cattle-dealers. 

XIY .  They  care  more  for  forms  of  serrice  than  for  following  God's  commands. 

XY.  GoTctonsness  of  worldly  priests. 

XVI.  Too  many  men  become  priests,  because  the  Hfe  is  an  easy  one. 

XVII.  The  excuses  priests  make  for  sin. 

XYIII.  Priests  do  not  try  to  kee^  their  patrons  from  sin. 

XIX.  Many  priests  poison  their  masters'  minds  against  true  teachers. 

XX.    Priests  claim  falsely  the  power  of  restricting  and  assigning  the  benefit 
of  their  prayers. 

XXI.    They  teach  men  to  giye  money  to  friars  instead  of  doing  good  to  their 
poor  neighbonrs. 

XXII.  They  excite  the  people  to  unjust  wars. 

XXIII.  They  get  rich  men  to  waste  their  gifts  on  mass-priests  and  law-students. 

XXIV.  They  get  men  to  found  chantries  for  useless  priests. 

XXV.  They  lead  men  to  trust  to  their  prayers  more  than  to  good  Ufe. 

XXVI.  They  persecute  God's  serrants  and  slander  his  law. 

XXYII.  Priests  break  God's  law  from  fear  of  the  bishops. 

XXYIII.    They  cease  to  obey  God  by  preaching,  etc.,  because  the  bishop  suspends 
tiiem. 

XXIX.    Kobleness  of  priest* s  office  and  exhortation  to  priests  and  nobles. 
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pis  is  for  ]>e  ordre  of  presthod. 
Capitulum  primum. 

For  ]?e  oidre  of  prmthod  is  ordeyned  of  god  bo}?e  in  )e 

Fauitoof  prieite.  oldc  lawe  &  fe  newe,  And  many  prMtis  kepen  it  fill  euele, 

telle  we  samme  ernmrs  of  pr^tis  to  amende  hem  wi]?  goddis 

Simony.  groco.    First,  comynly  Jei  comen  to  here  ordiis  by  symonye 

la^  taking  orders  many  weies,  for  J?ei  ben  more  maad  prratb  for  worldly  honour 

&  aisy  lif  &  welfare  of  body  ]7an  for  deuocion  to  lyne  i» 

cle»nesse  &  holjmesse  &  penaunce,  &  gret  gostly  traueile  in 

preieris  &  studiynge  &  techynge  of  goddis  lawe,  &  to  saSre 

p^rsecucion  &  sclandre  &  prisonynge  ]?erfore ;  &  so  }?ei  sillen 

in  manere  }e  spiritual  Uf  of  cristis  ^  apostilis  &  disciplis  for  a 

litel  drit  &  wombe  ioie,  &  )>is  is  cursed  gostly  symonye  & 

inoring^flaoioe  heresio  bifore  god.     &  what  lettris  &  preieris  bei  maken  for 

to  g«t  ordination  ^  ^  ' 

eten  when  unfit,  to  ben  ordrid  prtfstis  whanne  }ei  ben  ynable  bo]?e  of  lif  & 

kunnynge  men  may  knowen  opynly,  &  }iB  is  styngynge* 

biBho*^*ffl*  •*  ^^'^^  ^^  symonye  ;    &  jit  }ei  jeuen  a  gret  raunson  to 

bischopis  officers  for  lettris  &  veyn  customes  or  }ei  may  be 

ordrid  &  do  ezecucion  of  here  office ;  &  J^ou;  pr^latis  &  here 

officeris  ben  grettere  heretikis  for  siUynge  of  }?es  ordris  &  J^is 

extorcion  doynge,  ne^eles  ]7es  pr^stis  ne  be}?  not  aUe  excused 

for  }ei  consenten  f&r-to  raj^ere  ]?an  }?ei  wolen  be  harde 

Fonn«^hoiT    ezamynyd  &  lettid  of  here  ordiis.     sumtyme  holy  men  & 

g»epri«rthood    kunnynge  is-scheweden'  to  be  pr^tis  for  heijenesse  of  }e 

Mere  chndren    ordrc.    But  uow  jouge  childre  ynable  bo]?e  of  lif  &  kunnynge 

o^ained   a^    prescu  fastc  to  be  prdstis  in  name  &  ^  not  in  dede,  &  aftdrward 

lirea.  woleu  not  bision  hem  to  leme,  But  bete  stretis  yp  &  doun  & 

synge  &  pleie  as  mynystrelis,  &  yse  yanytees  &  ydeln( 


Capitulum  2"** 

wwnotnymaM     Also  }ei  lyuen  comynly  in  symonye,  sillynge  here  massis 
&  )>e  sacrament  of  cnstis  body  for  worldly  muk  &  wombe 

^oriatX«    '  stpkyngeAA.    '  eschewen  AA.    ^  X  ixuerts  not  in  name  &. 
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* 
ioie;  for  oomynly  }ei  wolen  sille  here  masse  for  annuel  salarie, 

ft  eUis  not  dwellen  wi)>  a  man  but  where  'pei  may  most 

Wynne,  ft  seyn  more  pe  masse  for  lone  of  )e  peny  ]7an  for 

denocion  or  charite  to  criste  ft  cristene  soulis.    ♦for  be  ]?e  •[?•  ^w  lis.] 

masse  seide  i»  herynge  of  Je  peple  schortly  ft  vndewoutly,  JJ^^JSmltiy 

litel  sanoor  of  holynesse  scbal  men  fynden  wi]?  hem,  but 

nycete  ft  pleye  &  goynge  to  ]'e  taneme  &  opere  vanytes.    it 

seme]?  resonable  )at  a  goode  pr«t  bane  resonable  liflode  to 

seme  god  of  wilfal  almes  of  }e  peple,  &  not  bi  lonynge  ft 

bedynge  as  who  wold  selle  a  worldly  Jing;  for  fe  prast  may  Tbeprtortcmnot 

not  make  his  *  maist^  lord  ne  portyner  of  his  masse,  but  only  •  '^^"^  **  ^ 

god  for  his  gooJe  lif  & '  charite ;  but  many  prMtis  don  }e 

masse  more  for  money  ft  bodily  welfare  ]7an  for  deuocion  ft 

worschipe  of  god,  ft  woUen  not  don  ]^e  masse  but  for  hope 

of  worldly  wynnynge;  ft  c^rtis  alle  bes  sellen  criste  as  iudas  Thow  who  aay 

iniiTi    only    for 

dide,  ft  worse,  for  he  is  nowe  knowen  for  god  ft  glorified  in  money  an  wone 
his  manhede,  ft  nowe  ha]?  sohewid  mo  benefices  to  mankynde 
]?an  he  hadde  do   in  iudas  tymes,   ft  alle  pes  condicions 
aggregen  ]?is  cursed  sLLlynge  of  oristis  body. 

GBpttulum  S"*- 

Also  }ei  sclaundren  ft  defoulen  )e  holy  ordre  of  pr^sthod 
bi  worldly  lif  ft  ignoraunce  •  of  holy  writ " ;  for  sumtyme  god  ignonmoe  of 
seide  bi  his  prophete  in  reprof  of  worldly  prratis  )at  }e  prest  Hotea  !▼.  o. 
is  as  ]?e  peple.    But  nowe,  as  seynt  bemard  sei]?,  pr^stis  ben  Banard. 
more  worldly  ft  vicious  ]?an  ]?e  comune  peple,  }at  bi  hem  }e 
peple  taki]?  ensaumple  ft  boldnesse  ^  in  synne ;  ft  ]?ei  ben  so 
ynkunnynge  }at  men  scomen  hem  in  seynge  of  here  s^uyce,  irheir  reading  u 
ft*  redynge  of  here  pistil  ft  gospel,    but  god  sei]?  to  such  a  ^^ 
prdst :  ]?ou  hast  caste  a  weie  kunnynge  of  my  lawe  ft  I  schal  HoaaaW.  6. 
caste  ]?e  aweie  }at  ^ou  be  not  sette  in  prmthod  to  me.    ft  jit 
ignoraunce  of  good  lif  ft  goddis  hestis  is  werse  ]?an  ignoraunce 
of  latyn  or  of  ony  oj^^r  langage ;  pertore  prMtis  schnlden  don 
here  bisynesse  to  lyue  wel  ft  ynd^rstonde  ft  knowe  goddis 

»isX.       *inAA.         ^-^ftholyX.       «  blodneeseX.       «  inX. 
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[Chap.  HI. 


Mai.  li.  7. 


wille  &  teohe  it  in  word  &  dede,  &  be  *  myrrour  of  holyn( 
to  ]7e  peple,  &  goddis  angeUs,  as  god  sei]'  bi  fe  prophete. 


Gapitulum  i"*- 

Prestis  also  solaundren  ]?e  peple  bi  ensaumple  of  ydelnesse  & 

Rirote  lie  long    wauwtounnesse ;  for  oomynly  Jei  chouchen'  in  softe  beddis 

Sw^bSJTmS^    whawne  o}ere  men  risen  to  here  labour,  &  blabren  out  matynys 

&  masse  as  hunteris  wij^-outen  deuocion  &  contemplacion,  & 

hien  faste  to  mete  ricbely  &  costly  arayed  of  ]?e  beste,  &  }^an 

haunt  taverns,    to  slope;   &  soone  a-noon  to  tablis  &  cbees  &  tauerne  & 

uikipoeeiy.       betynge   of  pauement,  &  ]?an  spoken  of  lecherie,    of  de- 

prouynge  of  goode  men,  ]?at  wolen*  not  sue  here  companye; 

&  }?anne  come]?  dronkennesse,  chidynge  &  fi^ttynge  &  many 

tymes  mansleynge,  &  bi  ]?es  prratis  &  here  wantownesse 

moche  peple  is  brou^t  to  lecherie,  glotonye,  ydelnesse  &  J^efte. 


Prieata  take  too 
much  woiidly 
bnsineea  to  win 
preferment^ 


as  kitohen-olerks 
and  rent  ooUec- 
tors. 

•[p.  138  MS.] 
Work  harder  for 
worldly      profit 
than  God's  ser- 
yants. 


Ceipitulum  5"*- 

Also  prestis  occupien  hem  ou^r  moche  in  worldly  oocu- 
pacions  &  siBculer  offices  a^enst  holy  writt  for  plesynge  of 
lordis  &  hope  of  benefices ;  for  comunly  prestis  ben  stiwardis 
&  derkis  of  kechene  &  resceyuoaris  ft  rente  gedereris  ft 
hunteris,  &  leuen  here  gostly  office  vndon,  &  han  more 
*  wakynge  ft  rekenynge  ft  troueile  for  a  litel  worschipe  ft  muk 
^an  haue  many  trewe  s^ruauntis  of  god  for  alle  here  doynge, 
ft  ]?e  endis  ben  M  dyuerse.  for  ]^e  first  bisynesse  &  care, 
but  fif  god  helpe  ^e  more,  brynge]?  euerlastynge  care  &  pejme 
of  helle;  ft  ]7e  to^er^  lijt  traueile  ft  ioiful  bryngi]?  eu^- 
lastynge  blisse  of  heuene  in  body  ft  soule. 


CBpttulum  C*"- 


Prestis  also  disceyuen  cristen  men  bi  here  veyn  preieris 


Priests  offer  Tain 
prayers  for 

money.  ^  abhominable  to  god  for  here  lecherie  ft  oyere  synnes ;  for 

}ei  taken  fill  mochil  hire  for  to  eeie  here  matynes  ft  masse  ft 

1  by  AA.        9  oouohen  AA.        '  omitted  X.        *  ]»at  oth«r  AA» 
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o^ere  deuooions,  &  yer-^}  ben  foul  lecohouris,'  ful  of  pride 
&  coneitise,  glotonye  &  ydelnesse ;  &  maken  ]?e  peple  wane 
yat  here  preieris  ben  acceptable  to  god,  &  pi  god  sei}  bi  his 
prophete  )at  he  curse]?  suche  wickid  menntM  blissyngis,  and*  Mai.ii.2. 
^at  manntM  preiere  is  abhominable  &  cursed  }at  tume^  a  wey  ftot.  xrrm,  9. 
his  here  &  heiip  not  goddis  lawe ;  &  god  eeip  bi  ]?e  prophete 
ysaie  to  suche  wickid  men  }&t  he  wol  not  here  hem  whanne  isaiabL  is. 
Jei  maken  many  pr^eris;  for  who  Ijwe)*  best  preiej  best,  Good  life  the 
&  no  man  prei]?  wel  but  ;if  he  leue  wel,  as  austyn  &  o^&tb  Aostyn. 
doctours  techen  pleynly,  ]?anne  is  here  a  gret  disceit  of  euyl 
prtffltb.    For  whan  men  purposen  to  fynde  trewe  s^ruauntis 
to  god,  }ei  fynden  his  enemys  &  troitours,  &  here  preieris 
cursed  of  god  for  here  synf nl  lif . 

CBpttulum  7"*- 

Also  ^ei  magnyfien  more  newe  songe  founden  of  synfal 
men  fan  fe  gospel  of  ihu  crist,  }ai  is  cristene  menntM 
saluacion ;  for  ^ei  bisien  hem  fastere  to  kunne  &  do  &  teohe 
yis  newe  song  ]?an  to  kunne  &  kepe  &  teche  cristis  gospel ;  &  New  ftwhioned 
^is  is  m^rueile,  for  ]?is  song  distract!]?  ]?e  syngere  fro  deuocion  hidee  the 
&  letti]?  men  fro  consceiuynge  of  ]?e  sentence  ;  &,  as  austyn 
&  gregory  techen  wel,  preiere    is  betre  herd  of   god  bi 
compunccion  &  wepyng  &  stille  deyocion,  as  moyses  &  ihu 
Grist  diden,  }an  bi  gret  criynge  &  ioly  chauntynge  fat  stire]? 
men  &  wommen  to  daunsynge  &  letti]?  men  fro  ]?e  sentence  of  wte 
holy  writt,  as  Magnyficat,  sancttM  &  agnus  d^i,  ]?at  is  so 
broken  bi  newe  knackynge.    it  seme]?  ]?^t  god  sei]?  bi  ]?es 
newe  singeris  as  he  dide  in  ^e  gospel  to  pharisees,  "  ]?is  peple  i^^tt  zt.  s. 
honoured  me  wi]?  lippis  but  here  herte  is  fer  fro  me,  fei 
worschipen  me  wi^-outen  cause,  techynge  lore  &  comaunde- 
mentis  of  men."    moyses  &  ihu  crist  &  his  apostUs  preiden  bi  ^JSJ?*?^  TOhf 
nyjt  stillely  in  hilles,  wi}?  dennesse  of  lif  &  gret  desir  of 
ri^twisnesse  &  brennynge  oharite  to  frende  &  enemys,  &  here 
fore  god  herde  hym  graciously,    but  now  newe  men  crien  ^JJ^^^Jiiy*^ 

^  lecherous  X.  *  omitted  X.  *  leueth  X. 
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hije  to  menntM  eris  wi]^  stynckynge  lecberie,  pride,  coueitise 
&  o]^ere  synnesi  &  in  wille  to  meyntene  synful  mennt(« 
ordynannce  con^arie  to  goddis  ordynaunce,  &  desirexL  crael 
Tengaunce  on  liere  enemys ;  &  herefore  we  axen  oure  owene 
dampnacion  in  }?i8  preiere,  &  ^if  god  suffre  vs  liaue  oure  desir, 
}at  is  vengaunce  of  god  to  haue  oure  wille  to  grettere  peyneB 
•[p.  i»MB.]      of  ♦helle,  for  god  liati>  vb. 

Capitulum  8"*- 

They  oare  more     ?it  J^ei  chargen  more  }e  ordynal  of  salusbnry  }^aa  }e  hestis 
oniinaithan^  of  .god;  for  nf  a  prest  faile  a  poynt  of  his  ordynal,  hat  is  no 

ChmtlMilife.  J.    1,       \  i.  .1. \        i_  1  ,.  ji       i_        1 

poynt  of  cnstene  menntM  feip,  he  schal  be  reproued  scharply 
&  openly  anon  &  of  manye.  But  }ovl^  a  pr^t  faile  opynly 
a^enst  goddis  hestis  bi  veyn  swerynge,  bi  pride,  bi  coueitise 
&  vanyte  &  ydelnesse  noman  almost  chargi]?  ]?at,  but  lieje]?  & 
iapi]?  &  helpi}'  hym  ^er-to.  ful  ynable  ben  }e8  foolis  to 
mynystre  sa^omentis  &  to  be  mediatours  bitwise  god  & 
synful  man.^ 


Also  many  prMis  Tnwisly  taken  a  wow  of  chastite  ft 

Priests  takevows  "^    ^  ^ 


Gapttulum  9~* 

s  Tnwisly  taken  a 
r««Wy  ^d^"©  defoulen  wyues,  widewis  &  maydens ;  For  )ei  taken  prrathod 
„^    „  for  to  lyuen  esely  &  fare  wel,  ft  take  no  reward  to  here  heije 

They  live  samp-  j  j  f  i 

tuousiysudidiy.  toot  complexon,  but  norischen  it  in  welfare  of  mete  &  drynk 
of  ]?e  beste  ft  riche  cloj^is  ft  soffce  beddis,  ft  traueilen  not,  & 
ben  pnge  &  idel  ft  li^t  chered  ft  wordid  ft  han*  daliaunce 
wi]7  nyce  wommen;    ft  alle  J^is  brynge}'  many  brondis  of 

women.  lecherie;  ft  sil?  seynt  poul  chastised  his  flesch  wi>  so  gret 

traueile  ft  peyne  ft  abstynence,  ft  }it  Ynne]'is  myjte  he 
ou^rcome  lustis  of  lecherie,  hou  may  ]7es  jonge  foolis  dene  be 
kept  fro  ]7is  synne  wi]^  \i&  ^  lusty  lif  ft  idel  ft  daliauiKse  of 
woffimen* 

^  men  AA. 

'  In  AA  the  nnmbering  of  this  chapter  is  omitted,  00  that  all  which 
follow  it  are  numbered  one  less  than  they  should  be. 
^  omitted  X.  '  omitted  X. 


aoor.zii.7. 
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Capttulum  10^* 

Also  }ei  doren  not  reproue  men  of  here  opyn  synnes  bi  Ji^*^'*^^ 
forme  of  ^e  gospel  for  displeisynge  of   here    maistris  &  patrou. 
leesynge  of  here  salarie ;   for  many  of  hem  seyn  }u8 :    ''1 
wole  not  displeise  him  of  whom  I  haue  my  lyuynge."     a,  je 
blynde  foolis,  drede  je  more  to  lese  a  morsel  of  mete  ^an  o 
poynt  of  charite  ?  drede  je  more  to  offende  an  er^ely  wrecche 
fan  god  almyjtty?   loue  je  more  wombe  ioie  &  worldly 
myrf e  fan  f ank  of  god  &  ioye  of  heuene  ?   sette  je  more 
prise  bi  pure  stynkynge  bely  fan  bi  pure  lord  ?    p  reueren 
god  &  worschipen  false  goddis  many  weies  &  ben  hugely 
cursed  of  f  e  holy  trioyte  &  alle  his  aungelis.    hou  doren  p, 
cursed  wrecchis,  seie  pare  masse  in  f  is  lif  to  pure  dampnacion,  i  Oor.  iL  29. 
as  god  seif  bi  seynt  poul,  &  ofte  p  reden  it. 

Ceipitulum  ll**- 

Also  for  gostly  lijt  of  good  ensaumple  &  trewe  techynge 
fei  hilden  out  foul  derkenesse  of  many  synnys;  for  sif  god 
seif  bi  his  prophete  fat  a  prmt  is  aungel  of  god,  fat  is  a  mal  u.  7. 
messager  to  telle  goddis  wille  to  f  e  peple,  &  f  ei  leuen  f  is  &  Prints  give  ex- 
tellen  lesyngis  &  wrecchidnessis  of  synnys,  f  ei  ben  angeles  instead  of  being 
of  sathanas  transfigund  into  ^  angelis  of  lijt ;  for  f  ei  ban  name  new. 
of  holynesse  &  of  goddis  trewe  s^ruauntis  &  ben  not  so  in 
dede.     &  sif  crist  seif  in  f e  gospel  fat  prMis  owen  to  be  Matt.  t.  is,  u. 
salt  of  f e  erf e  &  li^t  of  f e  world,  fat  is  myrrour  &  ensaumple 
to  make  men  bareyne  fro  synne  &  bi  lijt  of  trewe  techynge 
brynge  hef  ene  men  to  cristene  feif ,  hou  ben  f  ei  not  traitours 
to  god  *&  procuratouris  of  sathanas  whanne  fei  leuen  f  us  •[?.  140  ms.] 
gostly  lif  &  trewe  prMshynge  of  the  gospel  &  puen  ensaumple 
of  synne  &  boldnesse  f  er-inne  ? 

Gsptiulum  12"^ 
Also  worldly  pr^is  ben  an^tcristis  disciplis,  sekynge  here  seek earthiT  gain 

more  than  io  win 

owene  worldly  honour'  &  wynnynge  more  fan  goddis,  &  aouia. 
1  &  to  X.  '  hou  X. 
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liel]7e  of  meiuys  soulis;  for  J^ei  troueilen  fieiste  aboute  here 
owene  worldly  honour  and  lacre  &  ben  wode  ^if  ony  man 
Bpeke  a^enst  hem,  but  of  goddis  worschipe  &  helj^e  of 
cristene  soulis  chargen  ^ei  ful  litel ;  &  }at  Berne}  wel  bi  here 
lif,  studye  &  spekynge,  for  it  is  aboute  worldly  goodis  &  not 
aboute  studio  &  techynge  of  holy  writt ;  &  ion  )e  euatmgelist 

1  John  u.  22.  Bei]?  &  soyu  austyn  declari^  ]7at  J^o  men  J^at  ^us  denyen  ihu 
ben  an^icnstis,  &  setti]'  ensaumple  of  forsworen  men,  of 
lechouris  &  coueitouse  men  &  Ysureris^  &  many  moo;  & 

iiddoTe  and        soynt  ysodoro  &  ierom  accorden  J'^r-to. 

Jeroma. 

Gaptiulum  IS**- 

Priests  an  Prestis  also  ben  machauntb,'  as  comunly  as '  worldly  men 

traders,  eto.y 

&  more  sotU  &  falsere,  &  leuen  here  gostly  office ;  for  J^ei  ben 
hone  dealers,  corseris  &  makers  of  malt,  &  bien  schep  &  neet  &  sellen  hem 
cattle  dealers,  for  wynnynge,  &  beten  marketis,  &  ent^rmeten  hem  of 
meddien  at  love  louedales,  holdynge  wip  fors  of  armes,  fat  }ei  ben  myrrour 

of  coueitise  &  worldly  lif  &  pride  &  of  diiscencion  amonge 
wor»t^**wici»d  ^^'^'^^^  peple,  for  of  alle  wicked  men  weiward  prwtis  ben 
>>^*  chiff  whanne  f  ei  tume  to  cursednesse,  for  J^ei  ben  sotil  &  han 

reste  &  J^e  fend  is  more  maistir  in  hem  for  brekynge  of  }e 

holy  ordre. 

Gapitulum  14"- 

Also    J^ei  ben  foule    3rpocriti8,  clensynge    fe  gnatte  & 

tor"*fcra8"*of  ^wolwyuge  fo  g[r]ete  camaile  alhool ;  for  jif  }ei  fallen  in 

prS&ig^MS  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  8®^8»  *  of^re  newe  sygnes  founden  of  synful 

ffood  life.  Q^gQ  ^qI  chargen  J?at  as  a  greuous  synne  for  to  be  dampnyd  in 

helle  yeriore,  but  J^ouj  )ei  failen  foule  in  pr^shynge  of  cristb 

gospel  &  holdynge  of  goddis  hestis  J^ei  chargen  not  a  straw, 

but  T&y&re  letten,  dispisen  &  pursuen  fedsly  J^o  prastis  fat 

bisien  hem  to  do  f  is  grete  poynt  of  charite ;   &  }it  ^  f  es 

Pretend  deyont-  ypocritis  feynen  hem  ful  holy  in  si^te  of  fe  peple,  &  knelynge 

ness. 

^  nsaris  X.  *  marchaootu  AA.  '  omitted  X. 

*  }it  added  in  X  by  a  later  hand. 
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&  knockynge  on  liere  brest  &  o^^e  signes,  as  ^if  J'ei  wblen 
flee  to  god  al  hool,  &  jit  ben  his  stronge  enemys  &  disceyueris 
of  his  peple» 

GBpitulum  15"*- 

Jit  ]?e8  worldly  pr^stis  ben  lik  to  helle,  neutfre  ful  of  pwt.  xxviL  20. 
coueitise  in  no  degree ;  for  f  ei  connen  not  be  a-paied  wij  a  ^TJ^'*"*"  **' 
resonable  Mode  ne  resonable  doj^inge,  but  euere  redy  to  take  TakeaUtherean 
of  alle  men  }oxi}  }ei  ban  no  nede,  &  euele  dispenden  it  &  i»d  prayeiB. 
qtdten  not  ajen  but  stynkynge  pr^iere  bifore  god,  &  lyuen 
for^  in  ydelnesse  &  pride  &  oj^^e  yanytes;  for  here  berte  is  idieneu. 
ou^mocbe  on  worldly  goodis  &  ^  veyn  statis,  what  eudre  }e 
toDge  8cb[e]wi^  wij'-outen  for^.     &  this  is  a  yenymous  rote 
^at  makij'  here  seruyce  &  preieris  not  acceptable  to  god  & 
helpef  111  to  cristene  peple  as  ^ei  schulden  be.    *  ^^ore  ^is  •[p.  141  ms.] 
coueitise  schulde  be  fleed  of  aUe  pr^tis^  as  ground  of  alle 
Bynnes  as  poul  seij.  i  Tim.  ti.  10. 

CBpiiulum  16"*- 

Also  yei  ben  ];eues,  robbynge  pore  men  of  here  sustenaunce 
hi  colour  of  holynesse ;  for  ^ei  hijen  faste  to  be  pr^tis  mo  Men  take  orden 
^an  ben  nedfal  for  ];e  peple,  for  to  haue  esy  lif  &  welfare  &  easyiife, 
ban*  ^e  almes  yat  god  ordeyned  to  pore  nedy  men  }at  ban  and  eat  np  the 
not  of  here  owene  &  may  not  labore  for  sikenesse  or '  elde ;  luep  the  poor. 
&  al  is  demyd  holynesse  for  helpe  of  here  preieris,  &  jit  ye 
beste  of  hem  wot  not  what  his  preiere  is  worj^e  &  where 
it  tume  to  his  owene  dampnacion  or  saluacion.    &  c^rtis  y&t 
man  J^at  loue]'  best  god  preie]'  best,  not  for  0  man  only  The  beit  prayer 
but  for  alle  men  y&t  ben  able  to  haue  p^  J'^r-of,  be  he  ^^^  ^^^ 
schephe[r]de  or  ploughman/     J^^rfore  prmtis  owen  to  lyuen 
wel  &  wasten  not  pore  menntM  Mode  in  pride,  glotonye  & 
oyere  yanytes. 

1  omitted  AA.  *  omitted  X.  >  of  X.  «  plowjmiaii  X. 
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Gaptiulum  17~' 

^es^n^'  Prestis  weiward  of  lif  turnen  vpsodoiwi  cristis  techynge  bi 

for  sin.  lesyngig  &  ypocrisie ;  for  Jei  colouren  pride  wij  honeste  &  ' 

clennesse,  wraJ^J^e  &  vengaunce  bi  manlynesse  &  ri^twisnesse, 
eouye  bi  pmdence  &  wisdom,  coaeitise  bi  rijt  troueile  &  wis 
kepynge  of  goodis  to  do  almes  in  nede  &  pursnynge  of  ri}t, 
sleuj'e  bi  sauyDge  of  mannes  body  &  worj^inesse,  glotonye  bi 
largenesse  &  fedynge  of  pore  men  &  helpynge  of  yiteleris  & 
o^ere  men  of  craftis,  dronkenesae  bi  good  felaweschipe  & 
gendrynge  of  charite  &  aolasynge  of  mennu<  wittis,  lecherie 
bi  helpynge  for^  of  ^e  world  &  kyndely  dede ;  &  J^is  J^ei  don  to 
excuse  liere  owene  synne,  &  norischen  o}&re  men  yer-inne  for 
J?ank  &  worldly  wynnynge ;  but  certis  ^es  ben  an^icristis  & 
perilous  heretikis. 

GapiMum  18"^ 

SS^'tS^wmS  '^^  ^®^  ^®^  ^^^^  ypocritis  &  setten  more  prise  be  an  oxe, 
their  £ii.  hors  or  asse  }an  bi  }e  soule  of  here  maistir  ]?at  costi]?  mychil 
on  hem;  for  jif  J^ei  seen  vnresonable  bestisof  here  maistris 
or  o^ere  menntM  fallen  in  a  p^ilous  lake  ^ei  wolen  traueile 
&  helpe  &  crien  to  men  aboute  til  ^e  vnresonable  beste  be  out 
of  pmls ;  but  ^ou;  here  maistris  ^  soule  be  in  ^e  foule  lake  of 
old  custumable  synne,  &  body  &  soule  in  poynt  to  be  dampned 
wi^-oute  ende,  J^ei  schullen  not  helpe  to  brynge  hem  out  of  ^is 
p^rily  nei}dr  bi  trewe  conseilynge  ne  trewe  prMhynge  ne 
stirynge  of  gostly  frendis  to  J^is  helpe ;  &  her-by  }ei  schewen 
^at  here  herte  is  seeit  to  loue  his  muk  &  not  is  soule.  but 
where  ben  falsere  trmtouris  ^an  ];e8  prmtis  ^at  wole  not  helpe 
here  maistris'  out  of  ^is  moste  peril,  but  raj^ere  norische  hem  & 
oonseile  hem  J^er-inne  for  to  haue  here  owene  lustis  &  welfare. 

Gapiiulum  19"* 
pSon"'  SS        Many  of  hem  poisonen'  gostily  here  maistris  for  }e  benefices 
■SSI?' "food    1^*  J®^  receyuen  of  hem ;  for  Jei  conseilen  here  maistris  faste 

priMto, 

^  maistir  X.  *  his  maistre  X.  *  poisen  X. 
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)eA  }ei  tristen  not  to  pore  pr^stis  &  witty  clerkLs  trewely 

techynge  }q  gospel  &  comaundementis  of  god  &  where  men 

owe  to  do  here  almes,  but  lyuen  for]?  aflw  *olde  errouris  &  JJ^^' ^JJ  ^^j^  ^^ 

lesyngis    &    an^toristls   prtfchonris    Jat    pr^chen   for   here  «^°f  ^  ow  bad 

wynnynge  &  fablis  &  newe  eoteltes  for  veyn  name  of  clergie, 

&  bidde  hem  do  as  here  fadris  diden,  }at  'many  tyme  lyuede 

in  falsnesse  to  gete  goodis  of  J^is  world  and  myspendeden  ^ 

hem  in  pride  &  glotonye,  &  ^ei  witen  neu^e  where  J'ei  dieden 

out  of  charite  &  ben  dampned  in  helle ;  &  ^us  ^ei  conseilen 

here  maistris  to  lyne  for];  in  hete  cursede  synne  &  not  to 

amende  hem. 

Gapttulum  20*- 

Also  ^i  disceynen  }e  peple  in  feij?  of  cristendom ;  for  Jei  S^be*!Jw?to?(? 
maken  }e  peple  ween  fat  }ei  schullen  not  hane  part  of  here  Sie*'*bOT^flt**'S 
preieris,  f onj  fei  ben  in  charite,  but  jif  fei  paien  moche  money  ^^  ^^So"w 
to  a  prtfst  }at  is  ydel  &  yicious.    for  jif  men  wisten  Jat  J;ei  ^^  ^^°^ 
schulden  haue  port  of  alle  goode  preieris  hi  m^cy  of  god  as 
moche  as  is  netful,  J^ei  wolden  do  here  almes  to  here  pore 
nei^boris   as  crist  biddij;,  &  not  fynde  so  many  worldly 
prdstis  }at  kunnen  no  goode  &  non  wolen  leme,  ne  teche 
o}ere  men  to  lyue  wel '  ne  lyue  wel '  hem  self,    bat  f  us  }ei 
maken  hem  maistris  &  lordis  of  goode  preieris  &  sillen  hem  to 
men  ];at  hem  likif  for  money,  &  taken  not  reward  to  ^artynge 
of  god,  hou  he  is  chief  lord  &  graunti];  port  of  good  preieris  Ood    gi^M    to 
to  auery  goode  man  }a,i  is  in  grace  as  moche  as  is  netful.  ashareinaUgood 

Cspitulum  21*- 

Wykede  prastis  also  disceyuen  oristene  men  in  hope ;  for  Teaeh  me&  to 
1?ei  techen  hat  men  schullen  haue  more  bank  of  god  to  do  here  and    pu-donen 

'  '  *  ^  instead  of  to  tlie 

almes  to  riche  freris  &  false  pordoneris  &  to  make  grete  waste  poor; 
housynge,  f  anne  helpe  here  pore  neijeboris  in  dof  inge  & 
housynge  &  out  of   dette   &  prison,   &  parische  chirchis 

1  mjapenden  X.  ^-^  omitted  X. 
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Tplond ;  &  Curtis  ^is  is  an^fcrifitls  techynge,  for  men  emeu 
&  geten  moche  'wra^J'e  of  god  in  doynge  Bjche  nouelries  for 
worldly  name  &  ignoraiincey  ];e  whiche  nouelries  god  biddij? 
not,  &  in  leuynge  werkis  of  m^rcy  where  god  comaondi]' 
hem  to  be  don,  for  bi  }iB  techynge  }ei  wenen  }at  it  is  almes 
that  Is,  to  mb-  to  mvspenden^  here  goodis  &  leuen  goddis  comaundement  yndo. 

spend  their  goods  ''  ^  ^  ° 

Gaptfulum  22""- 

wir^by^Xrir     ^^^  ^^^  disceyuen  cristene  men  in  charite;  for  }ei  conforten 

pardons,  etc.,     t^em  j^  ^^^^  ajenst  cristene  men  in  false  werris  for  pride  & 

coneitise  bi  sikernesse  of  here  veyn  preieris  ]7at  ben  cursed  of 

and  by  crying  god ;  &  hereto  boi  wolen  crie  ora  pro  nobis  abouten  be  grete 

Ora   pro    nobts  .,^,,.  ..,  .  i,  »  m 

aboat  the  street  stretis  pat  god  distfoie  here  onstene  brep^en  &  jeue  hem 
schort  lif^  euyl  sped  &  wicked  ende ;  &  here-bi  ^ei  axen  here 
owen  dampnacion,  as  god  sei^  in  ^e  pat^  noster  &  oj^^re 

itwonidbebetter  placis  of  be  gospel.     it  wcre  betre  to  crie  taste  }at  }e  peple 

to  pray  for  reoon* 

dhation.  amendid  here  lif,  &  J^at  god  helpe  ys  &  cure  enemys  ajenst  }e 

fend  &  make  ns  frendis  in  crist. 

Capitulum  23"*- 

They  enoonrage     ^it  bes  worldly  pr^stis  disceynen  riche  men  in  here  almes ; 

rich  men  to  sup- 
port mass  priests  for  bei  wolen  not  stire  riche  men  to  fynde  pore  children  able 

mstead  of  sup-         '  ^  *r 

porUng  children  of  witt  &  lyuynge  to  scole  for  to  leme,  bnt  to  fynde  proude 
*[p.  148  MS.]      prratis  at  hom  to  crie  faste  in  ];e  chirche  in  sijtte  of  *^e  world, 

&  helpe'  to  serue  hem  at  ^e  mete  &  o^^re  worldly  offices ;  & 
TheygetsupijOTt  jjt  Jei  stiron  hem  to  fynde  summe  prdstis  to  lawe,  }at  maken 
8ta^to,who  do  fjjg^  dyuorsis  &  holden  false  causes  &  dispisen  oj^ere  symple 

pr^stis  }at  lyuen  in  mekenesse  &  denocion  &  medlen  not  of 
but  do  not  lead  BYche  pledyDge,  but  bei  stiren  not  riche  men  to  fynde  a  good 

men  to  snpport    •'•^•''^'''^  »  '^ 

good  preachers,  deuout  pr^st  able  of  Witt  &  wille  to  leme  holy  writt  &  preche 
it  freely  to  }e  peple  to  sane  here  soulis;  &  }\b  m&ki}  moche 
yat  holy  writt  is  not  knowen  ne  kept,  ne  tau^t  trewely  & 
frely  as  it  schulde  be. 

&  myBpendpge  X.  *  hope  X. 
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Gaptfulum  24~- 

Also  W  maken  riche  men  &  tiranntiB  to  holde  werre  They  make  rich 

men  foond  chjui' 

ajenst    god  after   here    dej^  day ;     for  whanne    ^es   riche  tnet, 

marchauntis  &  tirauntis  dien  &  mowen  no  lengere  meyntene 

synne  in  J^is  world  bi  here  owen  p^rsone,  ^an  J^ei  fynden  many 

worldly  &  synful  prmtds,  bi  goodis  falsly  geten  )at  Bchulden 

be  restoiid  to  pore  men,  not  to  leme  &  teche  holy  writt  as 

cnst  comaundib  but  dwelle  at  o  place  &  crie  on  hey  wib  newe  where  they  keep 

^  -"^  IS  up  uaeleH  chant- 

song  ^ot  letti^  deuocion  &  ^e  sentence  to  be  vnd^rstonden ;  &  ^• 

]«s  worldly  prratis  letten  most  o]70re  pr^stis  J?at  lynen  wel  & 

tecben  wel,  last  here  synne  be  aspied  &  here  wynnynge  & 

bodily  ayse  ceese. 

Geipiiulum  25"*- 

Also  yei  disceyuen  ^e  peple  to  holde  for]?  here  olde  cursed 
lif  &  synne;  for  Jei  seyn  J^at  Jei  wolen  preie  for  hem,  &  Jei  J^J^J^,^!^ 
BcbuUen  ben  excused  to-fore  god  for  J?e  almes  Jat  Jei  don  in  J^Elin? *a*»o«i 
fyndynge  hem  to  seie  masse  &  matynes  &  euensong  &  placebo  ^®' 
&  dirige ;  &  herb!  J^e  peple  is  bolder  to  dwelle  in  synne.     but 
fes  prtfstis  schulden  witnesse  opynly  Jat  alle  )?e  seyntis  in  ^n^\^°*J 
benene  may  not  brynge  a  man  to  heuene  wiJ7-outen  bis  owen  Jj^y^^**   ^ 
goode  lif,  kepynge  J^e  hestis  of  God,  &  endynge  in  charite. 

Geipiiulum  26** 

Also  ]7es  enele  prratis  pursuen  crist  in  his  membris  &  nailen 
bym  on  ^e  croos  of  lesynges  &  Tnkyndenesse ;  for  J^ei 
sclaondren  cristis  B^mauntis  wib  lesynges  &  haten  be^n,  &  They  penecnte 

r         ^    ^  '         Christ'*  servanui 

nelpe  to  lette  hem  fro  trewe  pr#chynge  bi  suspendynge,  and  gv  to  stop 
sjmonynge  ^  &  cursynge  &  manntM  iurdiccioun,  &  seyn  ^at  it 
was  god  world  be  for  J^at  prastis  pr^heden  &  si^  ha^  ben 
discencion  &  werris  &  pestilencis ;  &  alle  ]7is  is  to  lette  goddis 
word  ^at  it  be  not  knowen  &  kept  &  opynly  taujt.  &  }ei 
Bclaundren  goddis  lawe  wij?  many  errouris  &  maken  itQ^y.^f" 
^sawory  to  worldly  men,  for  as  moche  as  Jei  wolden  }at  it 

^  flomenynge  AA. 
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were  not  knowe[ii]  lease  *  }ei  were  lettid  of  here  •  coueitise  & 
bodily  welfaire  &  aise,  &  it  is  al  on  to  pursue  ^tu  oristis 
B^uauntis  &  to  pursue  crist,  as  he  sei]?  in  }e  gospel,  &  to  lie 
yus  on  his  lawe  &  to  lien  on  hun  self  as  ion  crisostom  & 
austyn  &  ambrose  witnessen. 

CBpiiulum  27"'* 

Also  yei  dreden  more  sjnfol  men  &  in  cas  fendis  of  heUe 

J'an  almyjtty  god  in  tnnyte ;  for  }on}  god  comaundid  hem 

to  pr^he'  goddis  lawe  in  word  &  ensaumple,  &  fauoure  trewe 

men  &  helpe  hem  &  pr^che  ^e  gospel,  ^is  doren  J^ei  not  done 

ctey thebuiiops  ^®*  helpe  o}&re  ^er-to  for  drede  of  a  wrongful  maundement  *of 

rather  than  God  ^^  bischop  Or  his  offlceris;  for  )anne*  J7ei  schulden  be  somoned  & 

eouru^**'  *^     trtfueiled  &  dispised  &  suspendid  of  here  masse  as  J^ei  dreden, 

and  alle  J'is  were  medful  jif  ^ei  wolden  take  it  paciently.   but 

fei  dreden  ou^re  litel  ^e  grete  peyne  of  helle  to  whiche  god 

Bchal  sekide  hem  for  defaute  of  charite  &*  doynge  his  wille 

bifore  alle  o}ere  J^ingis ;  &  ^us  ^ei  dreden  more  J^e  bischopis 

lettre  J^an  }e  gospel  of  cristj  &  so  }e  bischop  more  ^an  oure 

lord  god  almyjtty,  &  ^is  is  foule  blasphemye. 

Capitulum  28*- 

^l  undSS*^*'  Jit  J7ei  leuen  s^ruyce  of  god  vndon  for  a  cursed  sathanas  & 
an^tcrist  biddi^  hem  ceesse;  for  whanne  J^e  bischop  or  his 
mynystris  somonen  hem  &  J^ei  comen  not  but  ben  betre 
occupied  to  serue  god  in  deuocion  &  clennesse  of  lif  &  to 
helpe  cristene  soulis  to  heuene,   a  noon    J?ei    schullen  be 

because  the  suspeudid  fro  seynge  of  masse  &  pr^chynge  of  ^e  gospel; 
&  ]7us  J^ei  leuen  goddis  s^ruyce  &  comaundementis  vudon  for 
^e  comaundement  of  an^i^'crist  &  sathanas;  &  ^us  bischopis 
officeris  &  curatis  &  prestis  fallen  oute  of  bileue  &  renne  in- 
to blasphemye  &  heresie  &  drawen  J^e  comyn  peple  aft^  hem 
in-to  errour. 

^  but  AA.  *  here  not  in  X.  through  the  margin  being  cat  away, 

s  teche  AA.  «  omitted  X.  >  omitted  X.  •  in  AA. 
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Gapitulum  29*' 

But  goode  pr^stis,  }at  lyuen  wel  in  dennesse  in  Joujt  NoWnieiB  of 
&  ^  speche  &  ^  dede  &  good  ensaumple  to  }e  peple,  &  techen 
goddis  lawe  yp  here  kunnynge,  &  traueile  fast  nyjt  &  day  to 
leme  betre  &  teche  opynly  &  lastyngly,  ben  yerrey  prophetis 
of  god  &  holy  aungelis  of  god  &  gostly  lijt  of  }e  world,  as 
god  sey]?  hi  his  prophetis  &  ihu  crist  in  ^e  gospel,  &  seyntis 
dedaren  it  wel  bi  auctorite  &  reson.    je  pr^stis  J7enke  on  J7i8  ^^SUSf*'***'*  ^ 
noble  office  &  worf  i,  &  doj  it  wilfully  vpon  joure  kunnynge 
&  power.    J^enke,'  je  lordis  &  myjtty  men  J^at  fynden  pr^stis,  and  lords, 
hou  dredeful  it  is  to  meyntene  worldly  prmtis  in  here  lustis, 
}&t  neiyer  kunnen  goode  ne  wolen  leme  ne  lyuen  holiliche 
i»  Jis  noble  ordre.    for  je  may  lijtly  amende  hem  wiJ7-outen  w^  can  amend 
coste  or  troueile,  tellynge  hem  J^at  je  wolen  not  fynde  hem 
but  jif  Jei  don  here  besynesse  to  lyue  wel  &  leme  &  pr^che 
J^e  gospel,  &  c^is  ^an  ^ei  wolden  don  it  in  dede.     A,  J^enke 
^e,  grete  men,  J?at  J^is  were  a  ]70usand  fold  betre  ]7an  to 
conquere  al  ^e  world,  &  her-by  schulde  be  no  more  cost  to 
fou  ne  traueile  ne  deisese,  but  worschipe  to  god  &  endeles  good 
to  jouwre  ^  self,  to  pr^tis  &  to  alle  cristendom.     god  for  his 
endeles  m^rcy  &  charite  brynge  J^is  holy  ende.     Amen. 

'  in  AA.  2  jenke  X.  '  }ow  AA. 
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IX. 

THREE  THINGS   DESTROY  THIS  WORLD. 


These  is  nothing  in  this  tract  which  can  give  ns  any  certainty  as  to 
authorship  or  date.  It  should  be  noticed  that  the  false  confessors  are 
Mars;  and  that  the  lawyers,  who  are  charged  with  gross  hypocrisy, 
are  priests. 

The  complaints  of  packing  and  bribing  juries  are  worth  notice. 

Copied  from  the  Corpus  MS.  X.  and  collated  with  the  Dublin  MS.  AA. 

SUVKAST. 

False  confesson  are  the  chief  cause  of  sin,  since  tbey  excuse  sins  on  condition  of 
gifts  to  religious  houses.  They  waste  money  in  luxurious  liying,  and  get  dis- 
pensation from  their  rule  .....        _        p.  181 

Wicked  lawyers  encourage  (luarrels,  suborn  perjury,  pack  juries,  oppress  the  poor. 

They  pretend  to  be  religious      ., 182 

Ecclesiastical  lawyers  worst  of  all.    They  uphold  the  Giyil  Law  aboTe  God's  Law. 

They  make  dlyorces,  and  raise  quarrels  between  man  and  wife         184 

False  merchants  cheat,  and  teach  their  apprentices  and  servants  to  cheat.    They 

are  usurers ., »      186 

False  confessors  worst  of  all,  since  they  encourage  the  rest ....      186 
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J^re  ]>ingis  distroien  j^is  worlds  false  confessoureSy  false 
men  of  lawe^  &  false  marchauntis. 

♦False  confesaouris  ben  cause  of  alle  Je  Bynne  J^at  regnej?  Jfi;,«^^Jifeg8on 
among  clerkis,  among  lordis,  amonge  comunes ;  for  }ei  taken  Jh^SL?*^  ^ 
J^e  charge  to  hele  alle  men  of  synne,  &  don  not  here  power 
]?er-tOy  but  meyntenen  &  confortea  hem  J^er-inne  for  worldly 
wynnynge,  frendishipe  &  worschipe.    for  J^ei  schulden  teche 
hem  here  grete  synnes  &  peynes  for  hem,  &  but  jif  men 
wolden  leue  here  synnes  &  taken  goddis  word  in  reu#rence, 
Jrei  schulden  leue  here  companye,  &  go  to  oj^^e  to  whom  jtei 
myjten  profite  more,  as  crist  taujte  his  apostlis.     &  }at  is  ^^^*  *•  ^^- 
worse,  bei  seyn  *  bat  bei  wolen  answere  for  men  at  domes  day  They  wui  exouw 

j^  any  siiu.  if  mea 

for  to  excuse  hem  jif  }ei  woleiL  jefe  hem  or  here  hous  to  make  Jj^^*^®  ^"^ 

gaye  wyndowis  or  veyn  housynge  &  nedles  moche  gold  or 

eiluer;  &  so  }at  Jat  schulde  be  delid  among  most  nedy  men  JJJjJhoSddgo"' 

bi  comaundement  of  god  ^ei  wasten  in  veyn  &  nedles  houses,  ^®  p^^ 

&  ]7at  ^ing  )at  schulde  be  restorid  men,  for  it  was  taken  of 

hem  bi  extorsion  &  wronge  menys,  ^ei  taken  to  hemself  to 

maken  festis  to  liche  men.    ^lordis  ^ei  resceyuen  to  here 

housynge,  &  letten  osteleris  of  here  offices  &  wynnyuge,  & 

maken  iubilees  ^at  we  reden  not'  of,  of ^  kyngis  ne  emp^ouris, 


to  be  ^anne  excused  of  lisynge  at  mydnyjt  &  o^^e  deuocions  seek  ^raiee  to 
in  whiche  as  ^i  seyn  stondi^  p^feccion  of  here  ordre.     & 
^us  whanne  fei   schulden  be  most  p^rfit  J^ei  leuen    here 
p^ecdon  &  maken  veyn  cost  &  gret,'  not  to  *fede  pore  men  *[p*  16i  ms.] 
but  lordis  }at  ban  no  node,  to  forsake  }at  }at  sumtyme  was 
ptfrfecdou.    &  pf  }e  potestatis  of  here  ordre  dispinsen  wij^  Dbpeiuations 
hem  lawefully,  ]7an  ]«i  maken  hem  more  p^rfit  in  lif  ^an  ]^ei  profitable. 
weren  bifore,  for  ellis  J'ei  don  hem  harm  in  soule  &  peieren 
hem  to  godward,  }at  no  creature  may  lesefully*  do;  J^an  it 
were  more   p«rfeccion  to  leue  here  singuler  obedience  &  Then  it  would  be 

better    to  leaye 

obseruauncis,  as  j^ei  don  now  in  most  p^ecdon,  &  ellis  }ei  the  rule. 

1  AA  iiueris  for  }ei  seL  'X  inserts  as.  *  omitted  X. 

«  omittedX  '  omitted  X.  ^leffolly  AA. 
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ben  cursed  alle  }at  approuen  siche  iubilees  &  dispensacions. 

And  si]'  ]7iB  dispensacion  is  wel  don  as  ^ei  seyn,  ^an  god 

Tbe  oB^  o«uM  appronej?  it  for  certeyn  cause,  but  o}&re  qause  is  }er  noone 

ma^**  *  g^  but    }at    }\B  man  schal   bet^re  serue  god  wif-outen  J^es 

better.  obseruaunces  ^an  to  holden  hem  for} ;  ]mnne  wbat  man  frere 

or  munk  scbal  bet^re  serue  god  wi^-outen  sicbe  obseruauncis 

of  freris  or  munkis  J^an  wi]?  hem,  god  approue^  ]^at  }at  frere 

or  monk  leue  here  obseruauncis  &  turne  to  fredom  of  cristis 

gospel.     But  it  seme]?  whanne  lordis  heren^  a  false  confessour 

^i  hiren  an  an^icrist  to  leden  hem  to  helle.    And  fuB  false 

^*^^  J!?*^'**®"  confessouris  ben  >e  fendis  norisses'  to  norisse  mennw  soulis  in 

the  devil's  irarMa.  ' 

synne  &  to  brynge  hem  to  sathanas ;  &  ^us  in  a  manor  ^ 
siUen  soulis  to  sathanas  for  a  litel  stynkynge  drit  or  wombe 
ioie  or  pride  &  worldly  worschipe,  &  ^us  }ei  ben  traitouris  to 
god  almy^tty,  to  clerkis,  lordis  ftcomeneris,  &  dampnen  hem  self. 

Wicked  Uw7«n  ^igo  false  men  of  lawe  disceyuen  moche  Jis  world,  for 
^ei  tellen  not  sadly  &  trewely  hou  ^e  lawe  stondi]?.    But 

quMrSf*  norischen  pledynge  &  debate  among  men  for  to  bane  a  veyn 
name  &  wynnen  hem  a  litil  worldly  stynkynge  muk  wi^ 
goddis  curs,  &  wittyngly  meyntenen'  ];e  fals  purtie  bi 
cauelacions,  &  forbarien^  pore  men  of  rijt,  }at  }on}  a  pore  man 
ban  neu^e  so  muche '  rijt  jit  J^ei  w^ole  make  many  doseyns  to 

Bubom  perjury,  forsweren  hem  on  J>e  book  to  gete  hem  self  Jank  or  wynnynge. 
but  }ea  ben  false  procuratouris  of  sathanas  to  dryue  menniM 
soulis  to  helle ;  for  }if  }er  be  a  trewe  man  in  a  centre  he 

pack  and  indmi-  schal  not  como  on  *  his  queste  jif  he  may  deuoyde  hym,  &  ^if 

date  jiuleat 

he  seie  ];e  so}«  he  schal  haue  his  ^  hate,  sdaundrynge,  loos  of 
his  catel  or  of  his  lif  in  ^is  ^  world ;  &  ]?es  laweieris  ];anken  & 
flateryn  &  meyntenen  false  men  &  helpen  hem*  what  ^ei 
may ;  &  ^us  J^ei  ben  special  procurators  &  false  knyjttis  or 
champions  of  ]?e  deuyl  to  meyntenen  falsenesse,  &  distroien 
iret  the  land  into  treu^e  &  knyjttis  of  treu^,  equyte  &  oharite;  &  herby  Jei 
ruin^  the    real  geten  "hem  gold**  &  purchasen  rentis  &  londis  of  lordis  & 

^  hiren  AA         *  norissei,  a  later  hand  in  X.     *  in  maynteneoi  AA. 

*  forbaxren  AA.    '  opyn  AA.  *  to  AA. 

f  2B  X.      •  AA  inaerta  wreoohid.      •  omitted  Z.      ^M<»  omitted  X. 
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distroien  veirey  heierisi  &  ^is  distroie]?  mocbe^  oure  lond. 

for  hou  sohnlde  lijt  be  among  suche  men,  )^at  J^is  day  han  but  Theirriohcseome 

here  penye  &  anoon  purcbasen  rentis  &  londis  to  be  peris  wi^  bonett, 

knyttis  or  barons.   Certis  falsnesse  avaunse]'  hem,  &  J^^ore  J^ei 

maken  sacrifice  to  ];e  fend,    lord,  hon  schal  god  here  hem  in 

here  moste  nede,  si^  ^i  wolen  not  here  a  pore  man,  haue  *he  •iv*  i«^  mb.] 

neo^e  so  grete  ri}t.    o^is  si]?  men  schullen  be  dampnyd  for  hear  the  poor. 

defaute  of  werkis  of  m^rcy,  moche  more  ^ei  ^at  wolen  not  for  their  oppret- 

opene  here  mou^  to  speke  o  word  for  treu^e  &  goddis  loue ;  *     ' 

but  moche  more  schullen  ^i  be  dampnyd  for  extorcions  & 

false  plees  }at  ]7ei  meyntenen  wittyngly,  or  whanne  ^oi  owe 

to  witte  it,  ajenst  trewe  partie;  but  most  J^ei  scbullen  be  depe 

dampnyd  for  here  grete  ypocrisie,  for  ^ei  maken  it  so  holy  Their  inreteneee 

Oi  reliffioQ. 

bo^e  in  word  &  signes,  as  knockynge  on  here  brest,  knelynge 
&  seiynge  of  matynes  &  euensong,  &  herynge  of  massis,  & 
many  o^^re  deuocions  to  coloure  here  falsnesse,  ^at  symple 
men  supposen  no  more  rijtwisnesse  in  ony  man  ^at  leueth  in 
her^e.     but  nt  iurrouris  in  questis  wolen  forsweren  hem  Jvon  often  for- 

■wear  themselTee 

wittyngly  for  here  dyner  &  a  noble,  &  }at  so  custumablice  yat  toe  a  dinner  and 

}ou}  a  man  haue  neu^e  so  opyn  rijt  to  a  lordiscbipe  anemptis 

mannys  lawe  &  also  goddis,  J^at  many  questis  wolen  wittyngly 

swere  }at  it  is  not  his  for  a  litel  money ;  &  so  ^ei  sillen  cnst 

^at  is  treu^e,  as  iudas  dide,  for  a  litel  money,  &  J^ei  ben  so  the  more   that 

esely  assoiled,  but  falsly  of  false  confessouris  for  a  litel  part  tionioeadiy. 

here  wicked  catel,  J^at  ^i  maken  no  conscience  for  )\b  cursed 

pmurie  but  ben  endurid  or  hardid  ^er-inne  as  fendis  of  belle. 

&  lu8  lordis  &  oWe  men  ben  nedid  for  >is  falsnesse  to  holden  Lords  areobUged 

-'  '  '  to  keep  them  in 

hem  at  fees  &  oj^^re  grete  costis,  for  ellis  vri}  here  wiles  &  v^r- 
fSdnesse  J^ei  wolen  dryue  lordis  &  gentil  men  out  of  here  housis, 
heritage  &  aUe  here  goodis;  &  bi  J^is  falsnesse  a  fewe  pore 
wreccbis  my^ten'  oonqueren  in-to  here  owene  hondis'  in 
Bohort  tyme  almost  al  ]?e  lordiscbipe  ^at  may  be  sold  on  ony  * 
resonable  man^e.    &  ^ou}  it  be  bou}t  opynly  a^enst  ]?e  lawe,  Ther  make  it  as 
}it  bi  cauellacions  ^  lawieris  holden  it  for)?,  ]?at  }e  ri^tfiil  one's  own  pro- 
heir  may  as  wel  bien  a  straunge'  lordiscbipe  as  geten  his  aaewona. 
^  AA  inierti  of.    *  omitted  X.    '  houni  AA.    *  only  X.    *  stronge  2. 
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owene.     ^  Also  falsse  laweieris  maken  lordis  &  o^ere  men 

to  meyntenen  false  cansis  &  do  wrongis  to  here  nei^eboiis, 

whanne  ^e  lordis  wenen  ]^at  it  is  so^,  &  so  priuely  maken 

lordis^  dampnable  for  here  wrong  meynteuyftge. 

uwJSstSwont     ^^*  ^^  laweiris  of  J?e  consistorie  or  chapitris  is  more  synne 

of  any.  ^  ypocrisio  to  schewe.     for  }ei  tarien  men  i»  here  conrtis 

J^ouj  J^e  rijt  neu^re  so  pleyn,  ^at  men  ben  ful  [weary]  of  here 

peyneful  lif  so  ^ei  ben  hurlid  abouten ;  for  jif  a  trewe  man  be 

TO  fonV^^itts  ^sly  sclaandride  &  come  among  hem  it  is  lijttere  to  make  a 

to^*S^y*'ii**?neI  fy^  ^^  mocho  monoy  Jan  to  purge  hym,  be  it  neu^re  so  opyn 

right  or  wrong.  ^QQ^g^ .  fQj  ^m^  j^^  schal  be  hurlid  fro  centre  to  centre,  fro 

day  to  day,  Jat  he  schal  be  ootumax  &  cursed,  &  Jeanne  stonde 

at  here  wille,  or  ellis  for  traueile  &  cost  be  ful  [weary]  of  his 

lif.   ^  A.nd  ]70U}  a  man  be  neu^re  so  cursed,  pf  he  wole  paie  an 

«[p.  163  MS.]      annuel  rente  to  >es  lawieris  &  to  *'be  cursed  court  or  to 

Sm-rcnto.  .  ^  ' 

bischopis  almes,  he  schal  baj^e  hym  in  his  synne  as  longe  as  he 

w^^d'  d^^^hiS  ^^^®  ^^^  P*^®  *  *"  ^^  J'®'®  ^®  ^°y  ^^^^  bischop  Jat  wole  ohaoe 
Jjj^yjtbe  lawyers  ^e  fendis  of  lecherie  or  vsurie  &  siche  moo,  anoon  coueitous 
laweieris  wij  here  gnackis  &  iapis,  delaies,  excusacions  &  fals 
appelis,  letten  Je  bischop  to  ponysche  J'is  synne.  &  cursed- 
nesse  of  Jis  synne  regnej  for]?  hi  a  jeer,  hauynge  J^e  apel  in 
^  heijere  court,  &  sumtyme  as  long  as  \S&  cursed  man  lyuej? ; 
&  also  whanne  a  trewe  pr^t  wolde  hi  goode  conscience  &  hi 
clvii^iaw  tT^uiuit  forme  of  ]7e  gospel  distroie  synne,  Jan  lawieris  maken  procees 
e  gospel.  IjJ  sotilte  &  cauyllacions  of  la  we  cyuyle,  Jat  is  moche  hejene 
menntM  lawe,  &  not  accepten  the  forme  of  Je  gospel,  as  jif  Je 
gospel  were  not  so  good  as  pa3mymes  lawe.  &  Jus  Jei  se]^ 
Je  gospel  is  not  ynow;  to  reule  holy  chirche  by,  but  synfuL 
merantM  lawis  ful  of  errour  ben  more  nedfnl  Jan  Je  gospel 
Jer-to.  &  Jus  Jei  seyn  in  dede  J  at  crist  was  a  fool  &  out  of 
charite;  for  sij  he  tanjte  not  Je  beste  lawe  for  to  reule 
Cfistene  mennys  soulis  hi,  as  Jei  seyn,  he  was  out  of  charite ; 
for  he  myjtte  &  coude  jeue  Je  beste,  &  siJ  he  demyd  Jat 
Je  gospel  was  Je  beste,  &  it  is  not  Je  beste  as  Jei  seyn, 

^  Some  pages  are  wanting  here  in  AA.  containing  all  the  rest  of  the 
tract  except  six  lines  at  the  end. 
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^an  )ei  seyn  yat  crist  was  a  fool.  &  bo  J^ei  putten  ^e 
gospel  bihynde  &  dispisen  it  &  magnyfien  paynymes  lawes  & 
o^ere  synful  mennys  lawes  for  ^e  beste,  &  seyn  in  dede  }at 
paynymes  &  o^ere  synful  men,  ^at  in  caas  be  dampnyd  deuelis, 
weren  wisere  &  betre  ^an  ihu  crist,  si^  ])ei  ^eaen  betre  lawes 
&  more  nedful  for  holy  chirche  J^an  eu^e  dide  ihu  criBt ;  & 
berefore  ^ei  reulyn  clerkis  bi  J^es  worldly  wrongs  lawis,  & 
maken  oure  clerkis  worldly  &  to  forsake  holy  writt,  for  it 
dampne]'  pride  &  coneitise  clerkis  &  teche^  mekenesse  &  to 
flee  coueitise  &  o^^re  synnes.  But  paynymes  lawe  &  worldly 
clerkis  lawe  meyntene  pride,  coueitise,  extorcions  &  o^^re 
synnes,  &  ^^-fore  ^ei  ben  studied  of  worldly  clerkis,  & 
goddis  owene  wordis  ben  dispised.  ^  Also  ^ei  maken  men 
to  forsweren  hem  &  norischen  hem  }0rinne,  &  maken  men  to 
charge  more  }e  peny  ^an  ^q  trewe  conscience  &  maundementis 
of  god,  &   W-to  maken  dynors  bi   false  witnesse  &  ob^re  Makedirowesby 

"     '  ■'  •'  '         false  witness. 

cautelis,  &  so  reisen  debatis  &  enemytes  bitwene  weddid  men  Cause    qnarreis 

between  men  and 

&  here  wiwes  bi  many  priue  menys  of  an^/crist.     &  jit  ])e  their  wiTes. 

fend  teche]?  hem  to  make  orible  peynes  of  here  owene  wille 

for  smale  synny^  to  make  men  for  fere  to  paye  moche  money 

to  hem ;  &  riche  men  &  myjtti  ben  not  ponyschid  bi  here 

lawis,  be  here  synne  neu^re  so  opyn,  but  pore  men  ben 

ponyschid,  ^e  J^ouj  J^ei  ben  trewe  &  clone,  but  jif  ^ei  paien  to 

an^icnst  afbir  his  wille.     &  ]>us  *Je8  courtis  ben  courtis  of  •Cp- '**  MS.] 

wrong  &  fialsnesse  &  not  cristis  but  }e  fendis,  to  exile  treuj^e 

&  charite  &  holy  writt  &  to  meyntene  falsnesse  &  synne  & 

magniflen  synful  mennys  lawis  more  ]7an  ^e  gospel. 

%  Also  false  marchauntis  bryngen  yp  &  susteynen  moche  f«1m  merchants 
synne  to  distroie  }e  world  ;  for  J^ei  lyuen  comynly  bi  f alsnesse  ^SrapprenUces 
as  bi  false  swerynge,  false  mesure  &  false  weitis,  &  techen  J^is  Seat"Md5?,  ^ 
falsnesse  to  jonge  prentis,  &  preisen  hym  most  }at  foulest 
rayme)?  alio  ])e  membris  of  crist  falsly,  &  most  sotilly  can 
bigilen  }e  peple,  &  jif  ony  Si^ruaunt  of  here  wole  do  treu]?e 
&  drede  synne  he  is  holden  but  a  fool  &  ynj^rifty  &  schal 
neutfre  be  man ;  &  jit  ^es  false  marchauntis  bien  gret  chop  & 
Biilen  out  of  coors  dere  &  bringen  fro  he]7ene  men^  &  oj^^re 
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enwurtge  cuTsed  men  ]7at  han  name  of  cristene  men,  many  newe  gises 
of  pride  &  worldly  vanyte,  &  magnyfien  hem  aboue  )q 
dondis;  where-fore  ^e  lordis  &  oj^^re  men  ben  drawen  fro 
J^inkynge  of  god  &  heuenely  ]'ingi8,  &  setten  here  wittis  & 
likyngis  in  )e9  newe  vanytees  &  fantom  of  worldly  glorie. 
&  ]?e  moste  of  here  wynnynge  stondi]?  in  fals  vsore,  bo  moche 
^at  ]7ei  han  ennenymed  almost  alle  clerkis,  alle  lordis,  &  alio 

are  vsnren,  of  ere  men  wi)  J^is  cnrsed  ysnre ;  summe  bi  doynge  of  vsure, 
Bumme  bi  consentynge  fer-to  &  for  meyntenynge  J^er-of,  &  so 
fei  bringen  cursyngis  to  alle  men  comynly  of  onre  lond.     & 

lead  erii  utw.  pt  ]?ei  lyuen  in  glotonye,  dronkeoesse  &  lecherie  as  ho^iis,  & 
in  coueitiBe,  ydelnesse,  pride,  ennye  &  ympfe  as  fendis ;  & 
]7is  cursed  lif  ^ei  techen  in  word  &  dede  to  oj^^re  pore  men  as 

The  faiM  oon-  sathanas  procuratouris  &  cursed  heretikis.   but  }it  Mae  con- 

fetsoFi    are   the 

wont  of  aU;  fessouris  ^ixt  ledeu  hem  &  reulen  hem  in  J^is  cursed  lif,  & 
wolen  not  tellen  hem  J^e  Bo]?e  for  drede  of  lesynge  of  here 
frendischipe  &  worldly  wynnynge  but  conforten  hem  in  fiB 
synful  lif  &  vndertaken  for  here  synnes  at  domes  day,  don 
most  cursed  synne  of  alle.  for  J^ei  techen  ]7es  foolis  to  make 
gret  cost  of  wast  houBes  of  freris  or  of  o^ere  veyn  religion,  or 

for  they  let  these  to  holde  proude  &  Worldly  prtfstis,  or  to  founde  a  college  of 

men  liTe  in  their 

sins  if  ^Jjey^u  worldly  clerkis  or  religious  a^enst  goddis  lawe,  &  ^er-hi  to  be 
Bauyd  }oxi}  ^ei  dwellen  Btille  in  here  synne  &  maken  no 
restitucion  to  men  J^ot  ^ei  han  disceyued,  &  ]70U}  J^ei  don  not 
here  almes  to  pore  men  &  nedy  ]7at  ben  bedered  &  mowe  not 
helpe  hem  self,  but  suffren  hem  to  p^risohe  for  myschief. 
&  ]?us  lordis  &  riche  men  hiren  false  confessouiis  wi]?  grete 
Bpensis  ^at  leden  hem  faste  to  helle ;  &  ^e  oomune  peple  is 
constreyned  bi  an^tcristis  lawis  to  meyntene  wi]?  tij^is  ft 
offryngis  false  curatis  &  confessouris,  ^t  disceyuen  hem  in 
techynge  of  goddis  lawe  &  norischen  hem  in  aynne  &  so 
leden  hem  to  helle.  And  ]7us  bi  J^es  men  ^  falsnesse  regne^, 
&  treuj'e  &  virtuous  lif  ben  distroied,  &  so  J^es  ^re  fals  men 
distroien  j^is  world  boj^e  in  soule  &  in  *  worldly  goodis. 

^  manyX.  *  omitted  X. 
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OF   FEIGNED    CONTEMPLATIVE    LIFE. 

I  THXETK  this  18  an  early  work  of  "Wyclif 'b.  It  is  certainly  higher  in  tone 
and  better  in  style  than  many  in  this  volume.  Especially  to  be  noticed 
is  the  passage  on  p.  193,  where  the  author,  after  inveighing  against  the 
heavy  burden  of  ritual  ordinances  laid  upon  priests,  returns  upon  himself 
with  the  warning  that  men  must  not  abuse  the  freedom  to  which  he 
exhorts  them  by  making  it  an  excuse  for  sloth,  for  that  is  the  devil's 
snare.  So,  too,  the  complaint  (p.  194)  that  priests  lead  a  lower  life  than 
their  conscience  dictates,  for  fear  of  hurting  the  sick  conscience  of  their 
brethren,  is  a  touch  finer  than  is  common  in  these  polemical  papers. 
How  often  may  Wyclif's  impetuous  exhortations  to  revolt  have  been 
parried  by  such  considerations  as  these  ? 

The  scribe  who  wrote  the  Corpus  MS.  (X.)  made  a  curious  blunder 
with  this  tract,  as  has  been  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Arnold,  S.  E.  W.  III.  607. 
Owing  most  likely  to  the  displacement  of  some  leaves  in  the  MS.  firom 
which  he  copied,  he  transferred  the  last  part  of  this  tract  to  the  end  of 
"  A  Petition  to  the  King  and  Parliament,''  while  bringing  the  last  part  of 
the  Petition  to  the  end  of  this.  As  is  often  the  case  with  him,  he  passed 
over  the  junction  in  happy  unconsciousness  that  he  was  writing  nonsense. 

Copied  from  the  Corpus  MS.  X.  and  collated  with  the  Dublin  MS.  AA. 
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Of  feyned  contemplatif  lif,  of  song,  of  Je  ordynal  of 
Salisbury,  &  of  bodely  almes  &  worldly  bysynesse 
of  pr^tis ;  boa  bi  ]>es  foure  ]>e  fend  letti]>  bem  fro 
precbynge  of  ]>e  gospel. 

cLntlm  utire  *^^*  whanne  trewe  men  tecben  bi  goddis  la  we  wit  &  reson 
forno t*Meaoi5iS  ^**  ®®^®  J^^t  owij  to  do  bis  myjt,  bis  *  wit  &  bis  wille  to 
pr^cbe  cristis  gospel,  }q  fend*  blyndi]?  ypocritis  to  excuse 
bem  by  feyned  contemplatif  lif,  &  to  seie  }at  si^  it  is  J^e  beste 
&  J^ei  may  not  do  bo]?e  to-gidre,  J^ei  ben  nedid  for  cbarite  of 
god  to  leue  }e  pr^bynge  of  J^e  gospel  &  lyuen  in  contempla- 
cion.  See  nowe  ^e  ypocrisie  of  j'is  false  seiynge;  crist  taujt  & 
dide  fe  beste  lif  for  pr^tis,  as  cure  fei]'  tecbi]?,  si]?  be  was  god  & 
Christ  ud   bis  mv^te  not  erre;  but  crist  probed  he  gospel  &  cbarged  alle  bis 

disciples  preach.      •"  *^  ^      o     *:  a 

M*°k  Ti  ^15     *P08tlis  &  disciplis  to  goo  &  prtfcbe  Je  gospel  to  alle  men:  Jan 

it  is  ^e  beste  lif  for  prmtis  in  J^is  world  to  pr^cbe  '  &  tecbe ' 

isaidi  ItHL  ri.]   J?e  gospel.   ^  Also  god  in  Je  olde  lawe  tecbi]?  Jat  Je  office  of  a 

xxzui.  7.  propbete  is  to  scbewe  to  j^e  peple  bere  foule  synnys ;  but  ecbe 

Gregory.  pr^  is  a  propbete  bi  bis  ordre,  as  gregory  sey]?  vpon  ^e 

gospellis,  j'anne  it  is  ]?e  office  of  ecbe  pr^t  to  prtfcbe  &  telle 

]?e  synnys  of  ]?e  peple,  &  in  j'is  mau^re  sobal  ecbe  prest  be  an 

Eram^'/^^'f      ^^^S^^  of  god  ss  boly  writt  sei},     ^  Also  Crist  &  ion  baptbt 

B^itl*°*  ^^^  leften  desert  &  pr^cbeden  j?e  gospel  to  bere  dej  }?drfore,  &  Jis 

Mat.iii.AiT.ftT.  ^gg  ^^Qg^  cbarite,  for  ellis  Jei  weren  out  of  cbarite  or  peierid 

in  cbarite,  ^at  myjte  not  be  in  bem  bo]7e,  si]?  J^e  ton  was  god, 

&  no  man  aft«r  crist  was  bolyere  j'an  baptist  &  be  synned  not 

Jer.  i.  [5.]         for  ]7is  prdcbynge.   ^  Also  Je  boly  propbete  Jeromye  balwid  in 

bis  moder  wombe  myjtte  not  be  excused  fro  precbynge  bi  bis 

contemplacion,  but  cbargid  of  god  to  pr^cbe  *J7e  synnes  of  J^e 

peple  &  sufi&e  bard^  peyne  J^fore,  &  so  weren  alle  Je  pro- 

pbetis  of  god.     ^  A  lord,  si]?  crist  and  ion  baptist  &  alle  J^e 

propbetis  of  god  weren  nedid  bi  cbarite  to  come  out  of  desert 

i^and  AA.  >  fendis  X.  >-^  omitted  X.  «  omitted  X. 
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to  pr^che  to  ^e  peple  &  leae  here  Bolitarie  ^  preiere,  hou  dore 

we  fonnyd  heretikys  seie  }at  it  is  betre  to  be  stille  &  preie 

oure  owen  fonnyd  ordynannce  j'an  to  pr^he  cristis  gospel? 

Lord,  what  cursed  spirit  of  lesyngis  Btinp  prratis  to  close  hem 

in  stonys  or  wallis  for  al  here  lif,  si]?  crist  comaundi]?  to  alle 

his  apostlis  &  prratb  to  goo  in-to  alle  }e  world  &  preche  ^e 

gospel,    c^is  J^ei  ben  opyn  foolis  &  don  pleynly  a^enst  cristis 

gospel  &,  ^if  ]7ei  meyntenen  }ia  erronr,  ]7ei  ben  cursed  of 

god'  &  ben  pmlons  ypocritis  &  heretikis  also;  &  si]?  men 

ben  holden  heretikis  }at  done  a^enst  }e  popis  lawe,'  &  j?e 

beste  part  of  Je  popis  lawe  •  seij  pleynly  ]7at  eche  Jat  come]?  ^  ^S'prieaf  u 

to  pr«8thod  taki]?  Je  office  of  a  bedele  or  criere  to  goo  bifore  •  ^^' 

domesday  *to  crie  to  ^e  peple  here  synnes  &  vengannce  of  god,  •[p.  166  ms.] 

whi  ben  not  ]70  prratis  heretikis  }at  leuen  to  pr^he  cristis 

gospel,  &  compelle  o^ere  treue  men  to  lene  pr^hynge  of  ^e 

gospel,  si]?  yis  lawe  is  seynt  gregoryes  lawe,  groandid  opynly  in  Gregory. 

goddis  lawe  &  reson  &  charite,  &  o^are  lawes  of  ]7e  peple  ben 

controrie  to  holy  writt  &  reson  &  charite  for  to  meyntene 

pride  &  coneitise  of  an^tcristis  worldly  clerkis.    but  ypocritis 

alleeen  l^e  Rospel,  lot  magdaleyne  chees  to  hereself  le  beste  Mary  Magdalen 

o       I     o     r    r  J  orf^  J  nottobe  taken 

port  whanne  she  saat  bisiden  cristis  feet  &  herde  his  word ;  «<  &  model,  since 

^  the  was  a  woman 

BoJ  *  it  is  ]7at  fis  meke  sittynge  &  deuout  herjrnge  of  oristis  •»*  not  a  priest. 

wordis  was  best  to  magdeleyne,  for  sche  hadde  not  office  of 

prechynge  as  prMtis  ban,  si]?  sche  was  a  womman  ^at  hadde 

not  auctorite  of  goddis  lawe  to  teche  &  preche  opynly.     but 

what  is  ]7is  dede  to  prratis  ]?at  ban  exprmse  }e  comaundement 

of  god  &  men  to  preche  ^e  gospel  ?   where  ^ei  wolen  alle  be 

wommen  in  ydelnesse,  &  suen  not  ihu  crist  in  lif  &  pr^hynge 

ye  gospel  ]7at  he  comaundi]?  hym  self  bo]?e  in  ^o  olde  lawe 

and  newe.    ^Also  ^is  peisible^  herynge  of  cristis  word  & 

brennynge  loue  ^pat  magdeleyne  hadde  was  }e  beste  part,  for 

it  schal  be  ende  in  heuene  of  good  lif  in  j'is  world ;  but  in  ContempiatiTe 

life  to  oone  In 

yis  world '  pe  beste  lif  for  pr^stis  is  holy  lif  in  kepynge  beaven. 
goddis  hestis  &  trewe  prechynge  of  pe  gospel,  as  crist  dide  & 

^  solarie  X.  '  omitted  X.  *-'  omitted  X. 
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Th«»  b^o*^^  chargid  alle  his  prratiB  to  do  *]?e  same^;  &  J^es  ypocntia 

ooDtempiation.  ^enen  }?at  here  dremys  &  fantasies  of  hem-self  hen  contem- 
placioD,  &  }at  pr^chynge  of  }e  gospel  he  actif  lif,  &  so  ]?ei 
menen  }at  crist  tok  ]?e  worse  lif  for  ^  world,  &  nedid  alle 
pr^tis  to  leue  ^e  hetre  &  take  the  worse  lif;  &  ^us  ]7es  fonnyd 
ypocritis  patten  errour  in  ihu  crist.     Bat  who  hen  more 

Luke  zzi.  86.     heretikis ?  ^  Also  J^es  hlynde  ypocritis  alleggen  ^at  crist  hiddi]? 

iThcw.  V.  17.  Ys  preie  eaermore,  &  pool  hiddi]?  ^at  we  preie  wi]?-oate 
lettynge,  &  J^an  we  pr^tb  may  not  pr^che  as  J^ei  feynen 
falsly.  hat  here  j'es  ypocritis  schallen  wite  ^at  crist  &  pool 
▼nd^rstonden  of  preiere  of  holy  lif,  ^at  eche  man  doj?  as 

"^7  ^^^^\  longe  as  he  dwellij?  in  charite ;    &   not  of   hahelynge  of 

"*!?«'  ^^^^  lippis  fat  no  man  may  ea^e  do  wij?-outen  cessynge,  for  ellis 
no  man  in  j'is  world  my^te  falfille  }e  comaandement  of  crist ;  - 

Aoftyn.  &  yi»  techi]?  aostyn  &  o}ere  deyntis.     &  si]7  men  J^at  falfillen 

not  goddis  lawe  &  hen  oat  of  charite  hen  not  acceptid  in  here 
preiynge  of  lippis,  for  here  preiere  in  lippis  is  ahhomynahle, 

ProT.  zxTiii.  9.  as  holy  writt  eei}  hi  Salomon,  ]?es  prmtis  j'at  pr^chen  not  ]?e 
gospel  as  crist  hiddi]?  hen  not  ahle  to  preie  god'  for  m^cy, 
hut  disceyaen  hemself  &  j^e  peple  &  dispisen  god  &  stiren 
hym  to  wra]7]?e  &  yengaance,  as  aostyn  &  gregory  &  o^ere 

Poneadonen  seyntis  techen ;  &  principaly  Jes  ypocritis  Jat  han  rentes  & 
worldly  lordischipes  &  parische  ohirchis  approprid  to  hem, 

•[p.  167  MS.]  ajenst  holy  writt  ho}?e  *old  &  newe  hy  symonye  &  lesyngis  on' 
crist  &  his  apostelis  for  stynkynge  gronyngys  &  a-hite  of 
holynesse  &  for^  distroiynge  of  goddis  ordynaunce  &  for 
singaler  profession  maade  to  foolis  &  in  cas  to  fendis  of  helle. 

ought  to  learn  j^es  foolis   schallen  leme  what  is   actif  lif  &  contentplatif 

what  oontempla-  ' 

Uyeiifeis.  \^i  goddis  lawe,  &  ]?a»ne  J^ei  myjtten  wite  }at  ^ei  han  neij^^r 
ye  ton  ne  }e  toiper,  sij?  ]?ei  chargen  more  veyn  statatis  of  ^ 
synfal  men,  &  in  cas  of  deaelys,  j^an  pei  chargen  pe  heste  of 
god  &  werkis  of  m^cy  &  poyntis  of  charite.  &  J^e  fende 
hlyndij?  hem  so  moche  pat  pel  seyu  in-dede  pat  pei  moten 

1-1  omitted  X.  *  omitted  X.  '  &  X. 

«  fro  X.  ^  &  X.  «  omitted  X. 
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neu^re  preie  to  plesjnge  ^  of  god,  bi]?  ^ei  ynablen  hem  self  to 
do  ^8  office  of  pr^s  bi  goddis  lawe  &  pwrposen  to  ende  in 
here  feyned  deuocion  }ixt  is  blasphemye  to  god. 

%  Also  bi  song  ]?e  fend  letti]?  men  to  studle  &  pr^che  }e  gospel ;  singing 
for  si]7  mannys  wittis  ben  of  c^rteynmesure  &  my^t,  }e  more  J^at 
]yei  ben  occupied  aboute  siche  manntM  song  J^e  lesse  moten  ]?ei  be 
sette  aboute  goddis  lawe ;  for  Jyis  stirij  men  to  pride  &  iolite  JJ^w ^^i 
&  lecherie  &  o]fere  synnys,  &  so  Ynablep  hem  many  gatis  to  ^^^* 
ynd^rstonde  &  kepe  holy  writt  }at  teohe];  mekenesse,  momynge 
for  ouie  synnys  &  o}&re  menntM,  &  stable  lif  &  charite.     & 
jit  god  in  all  ]7e  lawe  of  grace  chargi]?  not  siche  song  but  ^*J^®"°^* 
deuocion  in  herte,  trewe  techynge  &  holy  spekynge  in  tonge,  & 
goode  werkis  &  holy  lastynge  in  charite  &  mekenesse ;  but  manntM 
foly  &  pride  stie];  vp  euere  more  &  more  in  J^is  veyn  nouelrie. 
First  men  ordeyned  songe  of  momynge  whanne  j'ei  weren  in 
prison,  for  techynge  of  ]?e  gospel,  as  ambrose  &*  men  seyn,  to  Ambrofie. 
putte  awey  ydelnesse  &  to  be  not  vnoccupied  in  goode  man^e 
for  ]?e  tyme ;  &  }at  songe  &  oure '  acordi]?  not,  for  cure  stiri]? 
to  iolite  &  pride,  &  here  stiri]?  to  momynge  &  to  dwelle  lenger 
in  wordis  of  goddis  lawe.     pan  were  matynys  &  masse  &  SS^sCTytow. 
euen  song,  placebo  &  dirige  &  comendacion  &  matynes  of  oure 
lady  ordeyned  of  synful  men,  to  be  songen  wi}^  heije  criynge  S^lunSwoJ 
to  lette  men  fro  Je  sentence  &  vndtfrstondynge  of  }at  }at  was  ^®  ^*"^'  "*^ 
yu8  soogen,  &  to  maken  men  wery  &  yndi^sid  to  studio 
goddis  lawe  for  akyng  of  hedis :  &  of*  schort  tyme  }?anne  gi^Mi»«d-«*e8. 
weren  ^  more  yeyn  iapis  founden ;  deschaunt,  countre  note  & 
orgon  &  smale  brekynge,  "pat  stiri]?  yeyn  men  to  daunsynge 
more  J^an  to^  momynge,  &  here-fore  ben  many  proude  & 
lecherous  lorelis  founden  &  dowid  wi]?  temporal  &  worldly 
lordischipis  &  gret  cost,     but  pes  fooUs  schulden  drede  }e 
Bcharpe  wordis  of  austyn,  pat  seij? :  as  ofb  as  J^e  song  likip  me  Anstyn. 
more  J^an  do^  }e  sentence  J^at  is  songen,  so  oft  I  confesse  j?at 
I  synne  greuously.     ^  And  jif  j'es  knack^ris  excusen  hem  bi 
song  in  }e  olde  lawe ;  seie  }at  crist,  }ixt  best  kepte  }e  olde 
lawe  as  it  schulde  *be  aftirward,  taujt  not  ne  ohai^d  ys  wip  *[p*  168MS.] 
^preuyngQX.       *aaAA.     >o>6reX.      *  omitted  AA.      ^omittedX.      ^omittedX* 
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sich  bodely  song  ne  ony  of  his  apostlis,  but  w^f  deaocion  in 
herte  &  holy  lif  &  trewe  pr«5hynge,  &  }at  ib  ynowjj  &  )e 
beste.  but  who  schulde  }anne  charge  vs  wip  more  ouere  J^e 
fi^edom  and  li^tnesse  of  cristis  lawe?  &  }if  J^ei  seyn  pat 
The  angels  ling  angelis  herven  god  bi  song  in  heuene:  seie  hat  we  kunnen  not 

in  heayon.  o  ^        o  o  j 

pat  songy  but  J^ei  ben  in  ful  victorie  of  here  enemys  &  we 
ben  in  pmlous  bataile,^  &  in  Je  valeye  of  wepynge  &  momynge; 
&  oure  song  letti]?  vs  fro  betre  occupacion  &  etinp  vs  to  many 
grete  synnes  &  to  for^ete  vs  self,  but  oure  fleschly  peple  ha]? 
more  lykynge  in  here  bodely  eris  in  sich  knackynge  & 
taterynge  pan  in  herjrnge  of  goddis  lawe,  &  spekynge 
People  hire        of  pQ  blisse  of  heuene,  for  tei  wolen  hire  proude  pr^stis  & 

prlesU  for  their         '^  >  r  tr    .  f 

tricky  singing;    opere  lecherous  lorelis  ]?U8  to  knacke  notis  for  many  markis  & 

but  will  not  giye  poundis ;   but  pel  wolen  not  ^eue  here  almes  to  pr^stis  & 

children  to  leme  &  to '  teche  goddis  lawe ;   &  J^us  bi  j^is 

nouelrie  of  song  is  goddis  lawe  ynstudied  &  not  kepte,  & 

pride  &  opere  grete  synnys  meyntenyd.     &  pea  fonnyd  lordis 

&  peple  gessen  to  haue  more  j^ank  of  god  &  to'  worschipe 

hym  more  in  haldynge  vp  of  here  owen  nouelries  wij?  grete 

cost  J^an  in  lemynge  &  techynge  &  meyntenynge  of  his  lawe 

&  his  s^ruauntis    &  his  ordynaunce.      but  where  is  more 

two*ortSMB^  disceit  in  fei}?,  hope  &  charite  ?  for  whanne  )?er  ben  fourty  or 

and  the  rest  took  fyfijy  iu  ^^  queer  )?re  or  foure  proude  &  lecherous   lorellis 

Bchullen  knacke  pe  most  deuout  s^ruyce  pat  noman  schal  here 

pe  sentence,  &  alle  opere  schullen  be  doumbe  &  loken  on  hem 

as  foolis.     &  panne  strumpatis  &  peujB  preisen  sire  iacke 

or  hobbe  &  williem  J^e  proude  clerk,  hou  smale  ]?ei  knacken 

here  notis ;  &  seyn  pat  ]?ei  s^uen  wel  god  &  holy  chirche, 

whanne  ]?ei  dispisen  god  in  his  face,  &  letten  oj^^re  cristene 

men  of  here  deuocion  &  compunccion,  &  stiren  hem  to  worldly 

vanyte ;   &  piiB  trewe  s^ruyce  of  god  is  lettid  &  j?i8  veyn 

knackynge  for  oure  iolite  &  pride  is  preised  abouen  pe  mone. 

Ordinal  of  Sails  ^  jj^lgo  j?e  ordynalle  of  Salisbury  letti]?  moche  pr^chynge  of  pe 

gospel ;  for  folis  chargen  j'at  more  J^an  pe  maundementis  of 

god  &  to  studie  &  teche  cristis  gospel ;  for  ^if  a  man  faile  in 

^  baitale  X.  *  omitted  X, 
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bis  ordynale  men  holden  ^at  grete  synne  &  repronen  bym  ^er- 

of  faste,  but  jif  a  pr«te  breke  be  bestia  of  god  men  cbargen  ""de   more  of 

.         .  ^»a  Qod'B  oom- 

pflt  litel  or  noujt ;  &  so  ^if  pr^stis  seyn  bere  matynes,  masse  "wad*. 

&  euensong  afkir  Salisbury  YBse,  J^ei  bem  self  &  o]>ere  men 

demen  it  is  ynow^,  ]70u^  ]?ei  nei^er  pr^cbe  ne  tecbe  }e  bestis  of 

god  &  ^e  gospel.     &  j'us  j'ei  wenen  ^at  it  is  ynow^  to  fuMUe 

synful  menntM  ordynaunce  &  to  leue  ^e  ri^tfulleste  ordynaunce 

of  god  )at  be  cbargid  prratis  to  p^orme.    but,  lord,  wbat 

was  pr^tis  office  ordeyned  bi  god  bifore  }at  Salisbury  yss  was 

maad  of  proude  prdstis,  coueitous,  lecberous  *&  dronkelewe  ?  *[p*  i69MS.] 

wbere  god  j?0t  dairapne]'  alle  ydelnesse  cbargid^  bem  not  at 

}e  full  wi]?  ye  beste  ocoupacion  for  hem  self  &  o}ere  men  ? 

bou  doren  synful  folis  cbargen  oristis  pr^tis  wib  so  mocbe  Bnrden  of  so 

many  roles, 

nouelrie,  &  eu^rmore  doute  more  to,  ]?at  J^ei  may  not  frely  do 

goddis  ordynaunce  ?  for  he  iewis  iw  he  olde  lawe  baden  not  so  =?o>^*?"»  ^^^^ 

o  J  IT  the  Old  Law. 

manye  seremonyes  of  sacrifices  ordeyned  bi  god  as  prratis  ban 
now  rijttis  &  reulis  maade  of  synful  men.  And  }it  ]?e  olde 
lawe  in  ]?es  cbarions  customes  mosten  nedes  cesse  for  fredom 
of  cnstis  gospel;  but  j'is  fredom  is  more  don  awei  bi  \i% 
nouelrie  J^an  bi  customes  of  j^e  olde  lawe ;  &  J^us  many  grete 
axen  wbere  a  pr^  may  wi]?-outen  dedly  synne  seie  bis  masse 
wij^-outen  matynys;  &  \ei  demen  it  dedly  synne,  a  pr^st  to 
fulfille  ye  ordynaunce  of  god  in  bis  fredom  wi]7-oute  nouelrie 
of  synful  men,  J^ot  letti]?  pr^tis  fro  ^e  betre  occupacion,  as 
jif  J^ei  demen  it  dedly  synne  to  leue  J^e  worse  ]?ing'  &  take 
ye  betre  wbanne  ^ei  may  not  do  bo]?e  to-gidre.  &  ^us,  lord, 
^in  owen  ordynaunce  yai  \qm  madist  for  yi  pr^stis  is  bolden 
errotir  &  distroied  for  j?e  fonnyd  nouelrie  of  synful  foolis,  & 
in  cas  of  fendis  in  belle.    ^FBut  bere  men  moste  be  war  bat  Men  mnst  not 

"  '       abase  Christ's 

Ynder  colour  of  Jis  fredom  J^ei  ben  betre  occupied  in  Je  lawe  ^'^^     ^^ 

of  god  to  studie  &  tecbe  it,  &  not  slon^  ne  ydel  in  ou^mocbe 

sleep  &  vanyte  &  oyer  synnes,  for  yat  is  ye  fendis  pant^r, 

%  See  now  I'e  blyndnesse  of  bes  foolis ;  l^ei  seyn  bat  a  prrat  may  Matins    held 

more    bindin^^ 

be  excused  fro  seiynge  of  masse  yai  god  comaundid  biin  self  than  the  z 

^  cbargen  X.  '  teching  AA. 
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to  ]7e  Babstance  ^er-of,  so  }at  he  here  on.  Bat  he  schal  not  be 
excused  but  ^f  he  seie  matjnes  &  euensong  him  self  )at 
synful  men  han  ordeyned,  &  ^as  ^ei  chargen  more  here  owene 
Mi^oe     books  fyndynge  ]7an  cristis  comaandement.     A  lord,  }if  alle  }e 
giTea  to  uufl0.    studie  &  traueile  ]?at  men  han  now  abowte  Salisbury  vss  wi^ 
multitude  of  ^  newe  costy  portos,  antifeners,  graielis,  &  alle 
opere  bokis  weren  turned  in-to  makynge  of  biblis  &  in 
studiynge  &  techynge  ]7^-of,  hou  moche  schulde  goddis  lawe 
be  for]?ered  &  knowen  &  kept,  &  now  in  so  moche  it  is 
hyndrid,  vnstudied  &  vnkept.   lord,  hou  schulden  riche  men 
ben  excused  ]?at  oosten  so  moche  in  grete  schapellis  &  costy 
bokis  of  manntM  ordynaunce  for  fame  &  nobleie  of  J^e  world, 
&  wolen  not  spende  so  moche  aboute  bokis  of  goddis  lawe  & 
for  to  studie  hem  &  teche  hem,  dp  J^is  were  wi]7-oute  com- 
parison betre  on  alle  siddis  &  ly^ttere  &  sykerere.    but  jit 
better  waste  £ek  men  pot  knowon  }e  fredom  of  goddis  ordynaunce  for  pr^tis 
tbat  ^^ey  nu^  to  be  J'o  bosto  wi]?  grete  Borow  of  herte  seyn  here  matynes, 
masse  &  euensong,  whanne  pei  schulden  ellis  be  betre  occupied, 
last  ]7ei  Bclaundren  ]7e  sike  conscience  of  here  hrep&ren  pat  ^t 
knowen  not  goddis  lawe.  god  brynge  peB  pr^stis  to  ]^  fredom  to 
studie  holy  writt,  &  lyue  J^tfr-aft^*,  &  teche  it  o}&r  men  firely, 
•[p.  170 MS.]     ^  to  preie  as  long  and  as  moche  as  god  meue]?  ♦hem  per-to,  & 
ellis  tume  to  opere  medefal  werkis,  as  crist  &  his  apostlis  diden ; 
&  }at  }ei  ben  not  constreyned  to  blabre  alle  day  wi]?  tonge  & 
grete  criynge,  as  pies  &  iaies,  J^ing  J^at  J^ei  knowen  not  &  to 
peiere  here  owen  soule  for  defaute  of  wis  deuocion  &  oharite. 
^p!p^esta^     Also  bysynesse  of  worldly  occupacion  of   prratis  letti]> 
*"**  ^'        prtfchynge  of  }?e  gospel,  for  J^ei  ben  so  besy  Jer*  aboute 
&  namely  in  herte,  pat  pel  penken  litel  on  goddis  lawe  & 
han  no  sauour  per-to.     f  And  seyn  pat  pei  don  ]7U8  for 
hospitalite  &  to  releue  pore  men  wip  dedis  of  charite ;  but, 
hou  eu^re  men  speken,  it  his  for  here  owen  coueitise,  &  lustful 
lif  in  mete  &  drynk  &  prMsious  cloj^is,  &  for  name  of  pe 
world  in  fedynge  of  riche  men,  &  litel  or  noujt  come]?  frely 

1  &  X.  *  omitted  X. 
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to  pore  men  }at  han  most  nede.    But  }es  prAstis  Boholden  sue  Christ's  example 
Crist  in  manure  of  lif  &  trewe  techynge ;  bat  orist  lefte  sich  who  would  not 

seire  tables. 

oocapacion,  and  his  apostlis  also,  &  weren  betre  ocoupied  in  Acto  tL  [2]. 

holy  preieve  &  trewe  techynge  of  ^  gospel ;  &.  ^is  det^rmi- 

nacion  &  ful  sentence  was  ^onen  of  alle  J^e  apostlis  to-gidre 

whanne  ^ei  hadden  resceyned  J^e  plenteuons  ^fltis  of  }e  holy 

gost.     Lord !  where  J^es  worldly  prdstis  ben  wisere  ]7an  ben 

alle  J^e  apostlis  of  crist  ?  it  semeth  ]7at  }ei  ben  or  ellis  ^  ]?ei  ben^ 

fooles.     also  crist  wolde  not  take  }e  kyngdom  whan  ]?e  puple 

wolde  haue  maad  him  kyng,  as  iones  gospel  telle]? ;  but  if  it  John  tL  [is]. 

haade  be  a  prastis*  office  to  dele  aboute  ]ms  bodily*  almes. 

Grist  J^at  coude  best  haue  do  ^s  office  wolde  haue  take  ]7es 

temporal  goodis  to  dele  hem  among  poeu^re  men;  but  he 

wolde  not  do  >us,  but  fley  and  took  no  man  of  >e  aposteles  cbrist  fled  when 

;  X        x-  the  people  would 

wij?  hijn,  so  fietste  he  hiede.     lord,  where  worldly  pr^stis  Jg«  ™«i»  ^'^ 

kunnen  bett^re  don  Jas  portinge  of  worldly  goodis  j'an^  ihu 

crist?    And  }if  ^ei  seyn  J^at  crist  fedde  }e  puple  in  desert 

witA  bodily  almes  manye  J^ousand,  as  ^  gospel  Baip;  J^at 

dide  crist  by  miracle  to  shewe  his  godhede  and  to  teche  pr^stes 

hou}  ]7ei  schulden  fede  gostly  oristene  men  by  goddis  word ; 

for  so  dide  cristis  aposteles  and  hadde  not  where-of  to  do  The  apostles  had 

'^  not  wherewith  to 

bodily  almes,  whan  )ei  mitten  haue  had  tresour  and  iuelis  gi^e  aim«* 

y-nowe  of  kynggis  &  lordis.    Also  pet^r  sai}?  in  dedis  of  Aet8m.6. 

apostlis  to  a  pore  man  ]?at  to  him  neip&r  was  gold  ne  siluer, 

and  pt  he  p^ormede  wel  ^e  office  of  a  trewe  pr^st ;  but  oure 

prastb  ben  so  bysye  aboute  worldly  oocupacioun  ]?at  }ei  semen 

bettere  bailyues  or  reues  ^n  gostly  pr«tis  of  ihu  crist    For  ^^®"u^v5«5J 

what  man  is  so  bysy  aboute  marchaundise  and  oj^ere  worldly 

doyngis  as  ben  preostes,  ]7at  shulden  ben  ly^t  of  heuenly  lif 

to  alle  men  abouten  hem  ?  but  oertes  ^ei  shulde  be  as  bysy 

aboute  studyinge  of  goddys  lawe  and  holy  pr^er,  not  of 

famulorum  but  of  holy  desires  and  dene  meditacioun  of  god, 

and  trewe  techinge  of  ^e  gospel,  as  ben  laboreris  aboute 

worldly  labour  for  here  sustenaunce ;  and  muohe  more  bysie 

^  omittedX.  »  apoetiis  AA.  >  bodi  X.  «  of  X. 
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^if  ^ei  xni}ten,  for  ^j  ben  more  holden  for  to  lyue  wel  and 
}eae '  ensaumple  of  holi  lif  to  ^e  pnple  &  trewe  techioge  of 
holy  writ  j'anne  }e  people  is  holden  to  ^yue  hem  dymes  or 
offiringM  or  ony  bodily  almes ;  and  }&rfoTe  pr^etis  shnlde  not 
leue  ensaumple  of  good  lif  &  stndyinge  of  holi  writ  &.  trewe 
techinge  ^er-of  '  for  no  *  bodily  almes,  ne  for  worldly  goodis, 
ne  for  sauynge  of  here  bodily  lif.  and  as  crist  sauede  j^e 
world  by  writynge  &  techinge  of  foore  EuaungeUstis,  so  }e 
The  devil's  pioto.  fend  tasteip  to  dampne  }e  world  and  pr^stis  for  lettynge  to 
pr^che  }e  gospel  by  J^es  foure;  by  feyned  contemplaciouny 
by  song,  by  Salisbury  vse,  &  by  worldly  bysynes  of  prestis. 
God  for  his  mercy  styre  ]7e8  pr^stM  to  prache  J^e  gospel  in 
word,  in  lif,  and  bewar  of  sathanas  disceitiB.    Amen. 

1  omitted  X.  *->  ne  X. 
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THE    PATERNOSTER. 

This  tract  should  be  compared  with  that  printed  by  Mr.  Arnold  (S.  E.  W* 
lU.  98),  to  which  it  has  many  points  of  likeness. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  Wyclif  shonld  have  written  more  than  one 
tract  in  explanation  and  praise  of  the  Lord's  Prayer,  since  he  was  never 
tired  of  opposing  its  excellence  to  the  vanity  of  the  church  prayers  of  his 
day.  There  is  nothing  here  which  enables  us  to  fix  either  date  or  author- 
ship with  certainty,  but  I  take  the  tract  to  be  genuine  from  its  close 
connexion  with  that  which  follows,  as  to  which  I  have  scarcely  any 
doubt 

The  tract  is  found  only  in  X.  from  which  it  has  been  copied. 

StTMKABT. 

The  prayer  is  taken  by  petitions,  each  of  which  is  explained,  and  to  each  is  aasined 
some  special  Tirtue.  Finally  comes  a  praise  of  the  prayer  and  of  Christ's  goocmess 
in  giving  it  to  oa. 
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pia  his  ]>e  pater  noster. 

•  [p.  172  MS.]  #  Oure  fadir  J^at  art  in  heuenes,  halwid  be  Ji  name.  Ji  reame 
or  kyngdom  come  to  ]76.  be  }i  wille  don  i»  her^  as  it  is 
donn  in  heuene.  Jene  to  ys  to-day  oure  echo  dayes  bred. 
&  for^eue  to  yb  oure  dettis,  }at  is  oure  synnys,  as  we 
for^enen  to  oure  dettouris,  J^ot  is  to  men  }at  ban  synned  in 
Ts.     &  lede  YS  not  in-to  temptacion,  but  del3ruere  yb  from 

We  aro  to  iot©  euvl.    amen,  so  be  it.    Wbanne  we  seyn,  cure  fEidir  lot  art 

each    other    te       •'  '  ''    '  ' 

FaSSer^  *»'  ^^^  in  heuonos,  we  ben  taujt  to  loue  echo  oj?^re  as  bre]?ren  of  o 
fadir  &  o  modir  bodily,  &  mocbe  more,  si]?  god  is  oure  fadir 
}at  made  ys  of  nou^t ;  &  we  ben  tau^t  to  lyuen  in  mekenesse 
echo  to  oj^etf  &  to  desire  beuenly  ]7ingis,  as  Y^rtues  &  holy  li^ 
&  don  alle  oure  dedis  preuyly  &  ap^rt  for  J^e  honour  of  god 
&  }e  blisse  of  heuene ;  &  so  oure  lif  owi]?  to  be  in  heuenya 
be  holy  desir  &  lastynge.  &  ]?U8  at  J^e  bigynnynge  we  motea 
be  meke  &  in  charite  to  alle  men,  bo]7e  cristene  &  he]?ene,  & 
frendis  &  enemyes,  &  ellis  we  ben  not  wor^  to  preie  J^is 

iBt  petition.       ^aUr  noeter.     whanne  we  seyn,  halwid  be  ^i  name,  we 

wepwyforhou-  preien  }at  we  ben  maad  holy  &  stable  in  Y^rtues  bi  Je  holy 
name  of  god  &  his  grace  &  his  Y^rtue ;  }at  we  ben  holy  bi 
grace  as  oure  flEidir  god  is  holy  of  hym  self,  in  ]7is  word  we 
axon  deuoutly  sadnesse  of  fei]?,  wi^-oute  whidhe  fd}  we  may 
not  plese  god ;  &  we  preien  ^at  alle  manure  of  pride,  bo]?e  in 
]70U}t  &  spekynge  &.  dede  &  alle  manure  berynge  &  counte- 
naunce,  be  putt  awey  ho  ys,  for  suche  pride  maki^  men 

andmeekncw.  luciferis  children;  &  y&t  alle  manure  Yerrey  mekenessis  be 
grounded  in  vs  ajenst  yis  pride,  for  Yerrey  mekenesse  maki]? 

snd  petition.  YS  goddis  children,  f  whanne  we  seyn  }i  kyngdom  or  renme 
come  to  I'C,  we  preien  }at  alle  men  &  wommen  lyuynge  in  J^is 

•[p.  17S  MS.]  "v^orld  }at  schullen  be  sauyd,  &  alle  }at  ben  departed  come  *to 
]7e  Blisse  of  Heuene  as  soone  as  god  wde,  to  see  ^ere  oure 
bHssed  spouse  ihu  crist,  &  haue  endeles  ioie  wi]'  him  &  his 

^'chuwhJoX  angelis  &  seyntis.    for  alle  angelis  &  men  &  wowmen  j?at 

skBU^MTcdL*^  schullen  be  sauyd  ben  goddis  kyngdom  &  holy  chirche ;  & 
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oure  lord  iliu  is  kyng  of  Jtib  reume  &  heed  of  J^is  holy 

ohirche;   &  alle  yo  jfot  schollen  be  dampnyd  in  helle  bea 

deuelis  chirehe  or  synagoge,  &  )e  deael  is  here  false  prince 

&  kyng,  but  iB^ere  her  tiraunt.    &  here  we  axen  trewe  hope  wepnyforhope 

&  lastynge  to  haae  "pe  blisse  of  henene,  be  m^cy  of  oure  god 

&  bi  oure  goode  lif  &  endynge  in  p^t  charite.   in  J^is  word  andoharitj. 

we  preien  pat  alle  cursed  enuye  &.  hate  be  putt  awey  from  vs, 

&  }at  alle  brennynge  charite  to  god  &  oure  euene  cristene  be 

BO  sadly  rotyd  in  vs  pat  it  faile  neu^re  in  yia  lif  for  no  ping 

yat  may  be.    ^  Whanne  we  seyn,  }«i  wille  be  don  in  er}^  srdpetitioii. 

ri^t  as  it  is  in  heuene,  we  preien  ]?at  we  don  ]7e  wille  of  god 

wij^outen  any  errour  &  wij^-outen  any  cessynge,  as  blissed 

aungelis  don  euere  in  heuene,  &  J^at  we  don  ^is  wille  of  god 

wi^  rijt  fulle  ynd^rstondynge,  &  yr\\  grete  desir  &  ioie  & 

likynge,  &  not  wi]?  heuynesse  &  grucchynge.     ^  In  J^is  word 

we  axen  pat  in  alle  J^ingis  oure  wille  be  conformed  to  goddis 

willoy  \ai  no  j?ing  may  deporte  oure  wille  &  oure  loue  fro 

god,  pat  is  endeles  good  &  netful.    ^And  here  we  preien 

algatis  to  geten  pQ  he^e  vMue  of  charite,  wttA-outen  whiche  we  ony  for 

alle  opor^  ^ingis  ben  not  wor]?i  to  vs  to  brynge  vs  to  heuene. 

&  here  we  preien  pat  god  kepe  vs  fro  wickid  coueitise  of 

worldly  goodis,  pai  we  offenden  not  goddis  comaundementis  and  to  be  kept 

ne  good  conscience,  neij^^r  for  wynnynge  ne  holdynge  for]?  of  God's  c 


worldly  goodis,*  for  he  j^at  bi  brekynge  of  goddis  hestis,  as  bi 
Mse  sweryngis,  fidse  mesures  or  wei^tis,  or  ony  slei^tte, 
.  geti]?  or  holdijF  his  neijeboris  goodis,  do^  not  goddis  wille,  but 
is  \el  &  traitour  of  god  &  his  nei^eboris  bi  goddis  lawe. 
fWhanne  we  seyn,  jeue  YS  to-day  onre  eche  dayes  breed,  we  4th  petition, 
preien  for  nedeful  sustenaunce  of  oure  body,  &  for  to  haue  we  pray  for  bodi- 
Tnderstondynge  &  kepynge  of  goddis  word,  &  namely  of  his  ^ ' 
hestis  yat  ben  gostly  sustenaunce  of  oure  soule,  &  pat  we  han 
yia  sustenaunce  trewely  geten,  not  by  raueyne  ne  eztondon  ne  honeatty  got, 
falsnesse,  but  j?at  it  be  spendid  in  s^ruyce  of  god  &  his  drede ; 
&  yat  we  J^anken  mekely  oure  god  for  alle  his  grace  &  ^iftis 
yat  he  jeney  vs  of  his  grete  goodnesse.    ^In  ^  word  we 
preien  to  haue  Je  virtue  of  prudence  to  knowe  whiche  "dforprudenoe. 
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•[p.  174  MS.] 

Pha.  lU.  19. 
5tb  petition. 


We  pray  for 
meroy. 


Doeenot  forbid 
UB  to  ask  for 
debu. 


sustenaunce  is  nedefal  &  resonable  to  ts,  &  what  we  owen  to 
do  yerfoie  to  god,  &  in  what  mesure  we  schullen  take  it,  to 
putte  awey  alle  manure  glotonye  &  dronkenesse  &  coriouste 
&  wast  of  metis  &  drynkis ;  for  ]?is  glotonye  &  dronkenesse 
maki^  men  to  lone  more  here  bely  &  here  golet  ]7an  god 
almy^tty;  *for  ^i  maken  here  wombe  here  false  god,  as  seynt 
poul  Bei}.  Whanne  we  seyn,  &  for-^ene  yb  cure  dettis,  ]7at 
is  onre  synnes,  '08  we  for^enen  to  houftf  dettonris,  ]^at  is  to 
men  }at  han  trespassed  a^enst  vs,  we '  preien  }at  god  haue 
m^cy  on  ts  as  we  han  mercy  on  hem  J^at  han  wny^id  tb. 
Curtis  ^if  we  han  no  m^rcy  on  hem  }at  trespassen  a^enst  tb, 
we  preien  god  ajenst  onre  owene  heed  }at  he  dampne  ys  for 
onre  synnys.  bnt  here  men  moten  for^ene  ^e  ranconr,  hate 
&  euyl  wille  of  here  herte  to  here  nei^boris,  but  }ei  may 
lawefiilly  pursue  worldly  dette,  so  ]7at  fei  do  fis  bi  iuste 
menes,  &  kepe  pacience  &  charite ;  &.  jif  men  ben  pore  Sc 
inst  of  lif  &  wolden  fayn  paie,  &  troueile  bisily  J^^ore  ia 
treu)?e,  &  ben  not  wastonris  of  here  litil  good,  Jeanne  ^is 
preiere  wole  ^at  siche'  pore  ben  notprisonyd  ne  peyned,  but  bi 
pacience  &  marcy  suffer  til  }ei  may  paie.  In  Jds  word'  we 
preien  to  haue  ^e  T^rtue  of  ri^wisnesse  to  putten  out 
vnresonable  wra]']^  &  vengaunce,  &  holden  vs  sadde  in 
yerrej  mercy  Sc  pacience  ajenst  malencolie  &.  puttynge  awey 
of  reson,  so  f&t  reson  &  m^rcy  reule  welle  alle  onre  stiryngis 
of  herte .  &  speche  &  doynge.  Whanne  we  seyn,  ft  ne  lede 
YB  not  in-to  temptacion,  we  preien  ^at  god  suffire  ys  not  bi 
We  pray  not  to  wiMrawynge  of  his  grace  &  helpe  be  ou^rcomen  in  tempta- 

be  overoome  by 

temptatioo,  tions  of  fe  deuyl,  of  }e  world,  &oi  }e  fleschly  lustis  or  foule 
delectacions.-  for  it  is  profitable  to  be  temptid  &  wij'-stonda 
ye  temptacions  bi  helpe  of  god  &  his  angelis,  for  yere  is  oure 
mede  &  ioie  restorid ;  but  it  is  euyl  to  ben  on^rcomen  in  J^is 
temptacion,  &  }at  schal  not  be  but  be  oure  owene  necUgence 
&  slou^te  &  fals  likynge  in  synne.  J^^fore  in  j^is  word  we 
preien  to  haue  fe  rertae  of  gostly  strengye,  to  be  strong  bi 


We  pray  for 
zigbteonaoeis. 


6th  petition. 


and  to  bare 

Bpiritaal 

strength. 


1  MS.  he. 


s  MS.  whiche. 


s  MS.  world. 
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helpe  of  ]?e  holj  goat  a^enst  alio  temptacions,  &  }at  we  ben 
not  hardid  in  synne,  but  ]7at  we  waken  in  holy  preieris  & 
good  ocenpacion,  &  bane  saad  mynde  of  ^e  scbortnesse  of 
lykynge  in  synne,  &  on  ]?e  bittre  peynes  of  purgatorie  &  belle; 
&  jif  we  wolen,  bi  Jds  mynde  &  occupacion  si^  goddis  grace 
&  belpe  is  redy,  we  scbullen  on^comen  alle  oure  temptacions 
&  gete  oure  corone  in  beuene  wi^-outen  ende.  ^Wbanne  we 
seyn,  but  delynere  vs  fro  enyl,  we  preien  }at  god  delynere  7th  petition. 
Y8  from  alle  euyl  of  synne  &  peyne  bo>e  of  body  &  sonle  in  JiJ^'g^JJJ 
fis  lif  &  in  purgatorie*  &  namely  fro  peyne  of  belle,  &  Jat  "dp«n, 
we  fiGtlle  not  in-to  dispeir  of  goddis  marcy  for  olde  rotynge  & 
custome  in  synne.  In  Jis  word  we  preien  to  baue  }e  vertue  J^JJ^^JJf 
of  temp^raunce,  to  take  so  worldly  goodis  &  myr)e  J^at  we 
forjeten  not  god  in  beuenly  blisse,  &  J^at  we  temple  so  J^e 
stiryngis  of  oure  fleisch  J^at  we  delen  not  fleiscbly  wi)  ony 
woman  but  jif  it  be  in  verrey  &  laweful  ♦matrtmonye;  &  in  *[p-  175M8.] 
drede  of  god,  &  not  as  bestis  wij'-outen  reson,  J^at  ben  alle 
seit  abouten  here  lustis  &  forjeten  god  &  alle  bis  werkis. 
for  ye  arcbangel  rapbael  taujte  tobie  ]7at  ^e  deuyl  baj?  power  ToUt.  ▼!.  17. 
oner  siebe  men  ^at  ^us  defoulen  ^e  ordre  of  matrimonye  & 
don  al  for  here  lustis  &.  forjeten  god  &  his  drede  &  don  as 
bestis  wif-oute  discrecion.  %Qod  delynere  vs  fron»  alle  euyl  of 
synne  preuy  &  apert,  &  namely  fro  endurynge  in  synne  & 
dispeir  of  goddis  m^cy,  &  fro  bodely  werris  &  vengaunce  & 
peynes,  bo)?e  in  J^is  lif  &  purgatorie  &  belle;  &  gr^unt  ys  bi 
ii}t  feij?  trewe  &  p^t  cbarite  to  gete  beuenely  blisse.  so  be  it 
ihu  for  J7i  grete  m^cy.  ^Certis  J7is  pater  noster  passi]^  alle  godkiweof  the 
o]?«re  preieris  in  auctorite,  in  sotilte  &  profit  bo)?e  of  soule  & 
body.  It  is  of  most  auctorite ;  for  oure  lord  ihu  orist,  god  & 
man,  made  it  &  comaundid  cristene  men  to  seie  it ;  but  oj^^re 
preieris  ben  made  bi  men,  &.  enclosen  noon  o^er  sentence 
)?an  do^  yis  pat^  nost^,  but  pf  it  be  errour.  J^^fore  as  ihu 
crist  is  more  worj^i  J^an  oj^^re  synfal  men,  so  }ia  pat^  nostdr 
is  of  more  auctorite  yan  is  preiere  maad  of  o]»ere  men,  ]h)uj 
here  preiere  be  good.  J^is  pat^  nost^  is  more  sotil  J^an 
*  Scored  through  in  MS. 
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oyere  preieris ;  for  it  is  maad  of  endeles  wisdom  &  charite  of 
crist,  &  enclose]?  alio  J^inkyngis  }at  ben  nedful  boj'e  for  body 
&  soule  in  J^is  world  &  }e  to]?0r ;  &  onre  lord  ihu  made  it  in 
schorte  wordis  &.  moche  witt,  for  men  schulden  not  be  heuy 
ne  excusen  hem  fro  kunnynge  &  seiynge  ^^er-ot  it  is  of  most 
profit,  for  }if  a  man  seie  it  wel  he  ne  schal  faile  no  J^ing  }at  is 
nedfiil  &  profitable  for  bodily  lif  &  Tortuous,  to  brynge  men 
to  heaene  &  haue  blisse  in  body  &  soule  wi^-outen  ende.  lord, 
hou  moche  ben  J^ei  to  blame  )?at  bisien  hem  aboute  preieris 
maade  of  synful  men  &  leuen  yis  pat^  jxoster  ]7at  is  best  & 
most  hesy  of  alle,  &  compr^hendi]?  alle  goodis  for  body  & 
soule.  blissed  be  J'is  endeles  goode  lord,  ]7at  of  his  endeles 
wisdom  &  charite  taujte  }?i8  schorte  preiere.    Amen. 
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I  KATE  no  doubt  of  the  genuineness  of  this  tract.  The  tone  and  manner 
are  Wyclif's,  and  the  invective  against  the  frivolity  of  the  gentry  suits 
better  a  man  who  had  lived  at  court  than  one  of  the  obscure  poor  preachers. 
Besides  the  general  style  there  is  one  passage  which  bears  a  special  mark 
of  Wyclif.  On  page  208  we  are  told,  "  God  the  Trinity  is  with  each 
creature  ...  to  keep  it;  for  else  it  should  turn  to  naught."  The  belief 
of  the  immanence  of  God  in  all  created  things  is  one  which  Wyclif  held 
firmly.  (Cf.  Cum  ergo  in  qualibet  creatura  est  Tnnitas  increata. — IHal,  iv. 
27.)  The  doctrine  was  brought  into  popular  use  in  his  latest  controversies 
on  the  Eucharist,  but  used  as  it  is  here,  in  a  different  connexion  and  in- 
cidentally, it  is  a  sign  of  the  hand  of  the  master  rather  than  one  of  his 
pupils. 

Copied  from  the  Corpus  MS.  X.  and  collated  with  the  MS.  J.  4.  12., 
at  Sidney  Sussex  College,  Cambridge,  which  I  have  distinguished  in  the 
notes  as  SS. 

ScmcABT. 

How  this  inTocation  is  made  up,  and  the  lesson  from  it.     .....  p.  204 

The  evil  of  women  who  are  given  to  vanity. .....       .....        .....  204 

Frevalenoe  of  frivolity  among  gentlefolk.      .....        ....        .....  205 

Groee  amnsemente  at  Chrutmae.         .....        .....       .....        .....  206 

The  bad  spirit  prevalent  in  conrts.      .....       .^       .....        .....  207 
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piB  is  ]>e  aue  maria. 

Eeil  ^be  jfou,^  xoarie,  fid  of  grace,  ^e  lord  is  wip  }b. 
blissed  be  }ou  among  wymmen,  &  blissed  be  J^e  fniyt  of  >i 
wombe,  ihu  onsL*  amen,  bo  be  it.  pe  arcangel  gabriel 
sent  of  god  grette  oure  ladle  seynte  marie  wi]^  ^ea  wordis, 

ti^taiiS?^"  heil.  be  >on  fol  of  grace.  >e  lord  is  wi>  >e.  blissed  be 
yoxL  among  wymmen.  &  he  seide  no  moo  wordis,  as  ^e  firste' 

Luke  i.  28.  gospel  of  seynt  Ink  tecMy,^  but  elizebeth,  )?e  modir  of  seynt 
ion  baptist,  seide  J^es  wordes  to  onre  lady  whanne  sche  badde 
conseyued  crist ;  blissed  be  }ou  among  wymmen  ft  blissed 

Loke  L  42.  bc  J^o  frnjt  of  }i  wombo.  as  }e  same  gospel  techi]?  * ;  but 
Cfistene  men  for  deuocion  adden  to  J^es  tweie  wordis,  marie  & 

induigaioeS;^  ihu  CTw^ ;  *&  men  seyn  Jat  popis  grounte  mocbe  pardon  )?^- 
fore,  but  hou  eu^re  it  be  of  pardon,  ]7i8  addynge  to  is  trewe, 
for  ye  gospel  techij?  ^  vs  J'es  names  &  ^i  stiren  men  to  deuo- 
.cion.  ^Here  men  &  wommen,  &  namely  gentil  wommen, 
Bchulden  leme*  mekenesse,  chastite,  oharite,  sobimesse  & 
schamefastenesse,  to  be  aschamyd  of  echo  euyl  epeche,  & 
namely  of  lecherie  &  euyl  contenaunce  of  synne  &  ribaudrie 
&  yilonye  *  and  ^  leme  holy  deuocion,  &  ]7anne  ]7ei  worschipen 
wel  ihu  here  gostly  spouse  &  seynt  marie  his  modir ;  &  p£ 
yei  lyuen  in  pride  of  herte  for  nobeleie  of  blood  or'  kyn  & 
rentis  &  richessis  of  ye  world,  &  han  indignacion  and '  dispit 
of  oyere  pore  men  or  wymmen;  ^®and  delyten  hem'®  in 
lecherie  in  ony  degree;  or  in  hate  &  enuye  or  glotonye  & 
dronkenesse  &  boldnesse  in  synne,  &  colouren  &  meyntenen 
it  and  lyuen  in  riot,  daunsynge  &  lepynge  in  ny^ttis  &  slepen 
out  of  reson  on  ye  morwe,  &  for^eten  god  &  his  drede  & 

Erii  Ufe  biM.     deuociou  of  preieris ;  what  eu^re  here  tonge  blabre,  here  euyl 

phcmet  Jerai 

and  Mary.  i{f  blaspheme]?  &  dispisij?  boj7e  ihu  here  noble  spouse  &  his 
modir  marie,  tresour  of  dennesse  &  deuocion*    ^And  }if  ]7ei 

1  omitted  88.  >  omitted  88.  >  omitted  88. 

«  telli>  88.  *  lyuen  al  in  88.  •  ▼ilen>e  X. 

7  omitted  X.  •  ft  X.  •  omitted  X.        >o-i«  omitted  X. 
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maken  hem  more  bisi  in  herte  &  dede  to  be  '  gaie  and  costelewe  women  who  oare 

more    for     fine 

of  array  ^  of  cloj^is  &  kenerohers  and  perils  &  ribanys,  or  oiotbes       than 

siche  yany tea,  to  maken  here  body  fresch  and  *  likynge  to  devil's  mare. 

menntM  eijen  to  coueiten  hem,  ]?an  to  gete  vftrtnes  in  here 

sonle  to  make  it  fair  to  }o  holy  tnnyte  &  to  ihu  here  wor]?ie8te 

spouse,  yei  ben  out  of  charite,  &  ^  deuelis  panter,  to  kacche 

men  in-to  synne  of  lecherie  &  many  moo  synnes '  &  holde 

hem  ^^-inne,  til  sathanas  drawe  hem  bo]?e  in '-to  helle ;  & 

what  eu^re  nobleie  or  dignyte  yat^  J^ei  ban  in  ^is  world,  be  J^ei 

gentil  men  or  wymmen,  for  ^is  cursed  lif  J^ei  ben  cherlis 

or  bonde  wymmen  of  synne,  &  fendis  of  belle,  &  gostly  spouse 

brekeris  or  avoutreris,  &  lemmans  of  foule  sathanas  J^ot  is 

foulere  J^an  ony  mesel  or  leprous  in  ^is  world.    &  but  jif  J'ei 

amenden  hem  in  ^is  world  *  ^ei  schullen  be  of  hem  J^ot  god 

speki]?  of  in  iobis  bok.^    %  pei  leden,  sei]?  god,  here  daies  in  Job  xxL  13. 

lustful  goodis  &  myrj^is  of  ^is  world  &  in  a  poynt  of  tyme 

fallen  doun  in-to  helle.     sumtyme  curtesie  &  genterie  was  courtesy  and 

^  ^  gentility     are 

Ydrtuouse'  lif  &  honest  in  word  &  dede  &  alle  man^e  of  now  degraded. 

good^  berynge,  &  suster  of  holynesse;  but  now  it  is  tfcmed 

in-to  yanyte  6:  nysete  &  knackis  &  iapis  &  is  jate  of  synne, 

of  pride,  of  rebaudrie,  sleu]?e,  coueitise,  glotonye,  dronkenesse 

&  lecherie  &  meyntenynge  of  synne  &  hordam,"  of  wraJ^J^e  & 

enuye  &  host  &  cursed  swerynge  &  wast  of  goodis  &  robbynge 

of  pore  men  '&  distroiynge  of  londis  &  good  oristendom.' 

^0  je  gentil  wommen,  Jenki]?  hou  noble  wommen  &  clone  &  SoSd^^k  on 

stedefast  ban  be  bifore  jou,  as  cure  lady  seynt  marie,  maiie  ^JgSSSI^^®  °' 

magdaleyne,  sussanne,  katmne,  margare,  anneys,'^  cicile  *&  •[!».  177  ms.] 

many  moo,  &  take  what  goode  ensaumple  je  may  of  here 

mekenesse  &  holynesse ;  for  whanne  wy wmen  ben  t^myd  J^hen  womraare 

fully  to  goodnesse  ful "  hard  it  is  ]7at  ony  man  passe  hem  in  °^?i^iJu]^^^* 

goodnesse.    And  as"  hard  it**  is"  }at  ony  man  passe  hem  in  ^^^  ^CS! 

synne  whaHne  Jei  ben  tu myd  to  pride  &  lecherie  &  dronke-  '*«"  ^^*^  ***• 

>->  gaie  in  costelewe  array  X.  *  in  X.  >  omitted  X. 

<  lyfe  SS.  •  >e  bok  of  iob  SS.  >  Tertues  X. 

7  omitted  X.  >  hord  X  •-•  omitted  SS. 
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maTMmeSmM   ^^^886.    I  gesBo  wd  J?at  joiige  wymmen  may  snmtyme daunsen  * 


in  mesure  to  haue  recreacion  and  lijtnesse,  so  ]rat  J'ei  haue  }e 
more  J^onjt  on  mjr^^e  in  heuene  &  drede  more  &  lone  more 
god  )?er-by,  &  synge  honeste  songis  of  oristis  incamaciony 
passion,  resarexion  &  ascencion,  &  of  ^  ioies  of  oure  ladi,  & 
to  dispise  synne  &  preise  v^tae  in  alle  here  doynge';  but 

me^  at  Sriltl  "^^®  ^®  ^*^  ^"^  ^®®*  P^®^®  *  pag]^!'  of  J7e  deuyl,  syngynge 
mas.  songis  of  lecherie,  of  batailis  and^  of  lesyngis,  &  crie  as  a 

wood  man  &  dispise  goddis  maieste  &  swere  bi  herte,  bonys 
&  alle  membris  of  crist,  is  holden  most  merie  mon  ^  &  schal 
bane  most  ]7ank  of  pore  &  riche ;  &  J^is  is  depid  worschipe 
of  ye  grete  solempnyte  of  cristismasse ;  &  }u8  for  }e  grete 
kyndenesse  &  goodnesse  }at  crist  dide  to  men  in  Ms  incar- 
nacion'  we  dispisen  bym  more  in  outrage  of  pride,  of 
glotonye,  lecherie  &  alle  manure  harlotrie.  &  bi  J'is  doynge 
]7e  fend  brynge]?  in  iolite  of  body  &  myr]7e  &  likynge  & 
newe  fyndynge  yp  of  synne,  in-stede  of  holynesse  &.  gostly 
ioie  &  herynge  of  god  for  his  endeles  charite,  m^rey, 
mekenesse  &  kyndenesse.  lord,  where  is  }at  man  or  womman 
Too  nraA  we  ^at  maki]?  bym  so  bisi  to  make  his  soule  fair  in  vertues  •  to 
mmu^  "^**™'  8<^^8  sijtte  as  he  maki]?  bym  bisi  aboute  atir  of  body  for  Je 
si^tte  of  men  ?  Alas,  ]?at  so  gret  cost  &  bisynesse  is  sette 
abouten  ye  roten  body,  yat  is  wormes  mete  &  a  sak  of  drit  &  dust 
&  aschis;  but  aboute  ye  soule  made  to  ^e  ymage  of  J^e  trinyte, 
&  ye  whiche  soule  crist  bou^te  so  dere  vriy  his  pr^dous  berte 
blood,  is  no  bisinesse  to  dense  it  out^  of  synne  but  to 
brynge  it  in-to  more  synne  hoy  nyjt  &  day.  litel  yenk  yea 
woode  men  &  wommen  on  oristiB  pou^  &  cold  &  pou^  of  his 
modir  &  what  lif  he  lyuede  in  yis  world  in  so  gret  penaunoe 
&  dispit  &  wepynge  for  oure  synnys  &  what  schameful  de]?  he 
Noblemen  shoidd  gufi&id  at  170  laste.     >es  lordis  &  ladies  schulden  suffre  in  here 

irepress  swearing  *  *    ■ 

g|d  looee  talk  in  presence  &  courtis  no  dispisynge  of  god  bi  wood*  swerynge, 
bi  wordis  of  lecherie,  ny'  oysre  rebaudiie  and  ynresonable 

^  playen  hem  S8.  '  ciwnyng  SS.  '  pagent  SS. 

*  omitted  X.  '  camaoion  X.  *  Tertuose  X. 

1  onee  SS.  *  o>eB  SS.  •  be  X« 
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speche ;  for  }if  ^ei  safireden  ony  of  here  Mniauntis  to  dispise 

oure  erj^ely  kyng  moche  ponyschynge  schulde  come  ^to  hem^ 

&  ^ei  ben  holden  false  &  traitour'  to  ]?e  kyng.     o  hou  moche 

more  traitours  &  false  ben  J^es  worldly  lordis '  to  crist  kyng  of 

alle  heuene  &  alle  er]?e  &  helle,  wha^tne  ]»ei  heren  sich  dispit 

don  to  his  maieste  &  refreynen  not  here  B^mauntis  ^er-oL 

Curtis  ensaomple  of  clennesse,  honeste  &  holynesse  cam  sum- 

tyme  *&o  lordis  conrtis  to  ]?e  comyns,  &  ^an  was  holy  lif  in  •[p.  i78MS.] 

worschipe  among  pore  &  riche.    But  now  come]?  ensaumple  of  Oonrts  set  a  bad 


pride,  glotonye,  lecherie  &  hal  harlotrie  fro  lordis  courtis  to  }e  < 

comyns.    And  here-fore  regnej?  synne  in  alle  manure  peple 

wij'-onten  schame.    ^us  ^e  fend  blyndi]?  men  to  dope  J^is 

cursed  hauntynge  of  arlotrie  &  synne  gret  worschipe  of  god, 

&  to  dope  deuocion  of  preieris  &  sade  mynde  of  cristis  pou^t, 

penaunce  &  de}  &  of  }e  day  of  dome  ypocrisie  &  folic ;  & 

suche  men  ben  not  worH  to  dwelle  in  lordis  courtis,  laste  bei  ^^  "?en  »?* 

'  '  ^      allowed  to  liye  in 

dryuen  awey  fe  deuyl  &  his  scole  of  synne  &  ranyte  to  «>nrti. 

diq>leeynge^  of  ;onge,  nyce  folis,  &  bryngen  in  crist  in-to 

oristen  ^  menntM  soulis  &  his  *  scole  of  y^rtues  &  honeste  in 

^oujt,  worde  &  dede,  to^  plesynge  of  god  &  sauynge  of 

menntM  soulis.     ^  Heil  marie,  J^at  is  wel  be  to  J^e,  marie ;  or 

ioie  be  to  ]7e.   for  bi "  J^at  wom^tan  *  eue  cam  sorowe,  peyne  &  ETobronght  ear- 

FOW  to  w*^yn. 

woo  to  mankynde  for  sche  tristed  not  sadly  to  goddis  word 

but  tristed  to  ]?e  fendis  gabbynge   &  coueited  ou^rmoche 

kunnynge  &  dingnyte;  but  bi  sad  bileue  &  mekenesse  Sc 

charite  of  marie  cam  ioie  &  saluacion  to  mankynde,  for  her  Marybrooght 

bi  sche  conseyuede  crist  as  }e  gospel  sei]?.      ^erfoie  ^ee 

lesyngis  &  pride  &  holde  sadly  bileue  of  goddis  word  mih 

mekenesse  &  charite  &  }ou  schalt  haue  port  of  maries  'ioie  &* 

blisse  of  heuene  eueremore.     marie  cristis  modir  was  ful  of 

grace,    seynt  steuene  was  fol  of  grace,  as  holy  writt  aei},  Acts  t1.  8. 

but  lasse  ^an  oure  lady,  &  oure  swete  lord  ihu  was  ful  of 

grace  aboue  steuene  &  oure  ladi  ^^-to.    &  so  ^^  ben  }re 

ui  omitted  X.         *  as  false  traitours  SS.  >  omitted  X. 

*  dispisyng  SS.      ^  omitted  X.  •  nsen  SS. 
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degrees  of  plente  of  grace.  J^e  leste  of  ]7is  plente  was  in 
Bteuene,  }e  mydil  in  oure  lady,  but  ye  most  in  oure  lord  ihu 

God  is  in  au  crist.  ^  God  fe  trinyte  is  wij?  echo  creature  bi  myjt,  wisdom 
&  goodnesse  to  kepe  it,  for  ellis  it  schulde  tume  to  nojt ;  but 

but  in  good  men  god  IB  wiJ?  goode  men  of  v^uous  lif  bi  grace  to  approue  & 
accepte  here  doyngis  &  belpe  hem  ]7er-inne,  to  rewarde  hem 
in  blisse  J^^ore,  &  dwellij?  in  here  soulis  as  his  owen  temple, 
&  makij?  hem  ioifully  dwelle  in  his  s^ruyce  &  suffice  ^  gladly 

So^SXImS  ^®  dispitis  &  p^rsecucion  for  his  name ;  but  god  is  in  angelis 

dearly.  ^  seyutis  in  heuene  bi  clier  schewynge  of  his  godhed  to  hem 

&  makynge  hetn  to  knowe  alle  J'ingis  &  haue  alle  ^at  euare 
yei  desiren  wi^-outen  ony  anoye  or  peyne.  ^Blissed  be  yon 
among  wymmen;  J^at  is  more  ^an  ony  oyer  womman,  for 
noon  oyer  was  so  sad  in  bileue  ne  so  meke  ne  so  chast  ne  so 
goode  in  aUe  manure  holynesse  &  namely  in  brennynge 
charite.  }if  you  wilt  haue  port  of  maries  blisse  &  goddis 
blissynge  sue  marie  in  Jds  holy  lif  & '  namely  in  ]?es  seuene, 
feiy^  hope,  &  charite,  &  mekenesse,  chastite,  sobimesse,  & 
brynnynge  desir  of  ri^twisnesse.  And  blissed  be  J^e  fruyt  of 
yi  womb :  yat  is  ihu,  for  bi  his  UMrcy  &  groce  come]?  alle 
goodnesse,  &  namely  bi  his  trewe  techynge  &  wilful  de^  & 
endeles  my^t,  be  whiche  he  schal  reise  alle  men  at  domes  day 
Sc  jif  blisse  of  heuene  in  bodi  &  soule  to  J'o  yat  ende  in 
ptfrfit  charite.  god  jeue  vs  grace  to  ^enke  on  cristis  m^rcy  & 
rijtwisnesse  &  maries  sadnesse  in  bileue,  &  mekenesse  to  make 
ende  in  parfit  charite.    Amen. 

>  8uffri>  X.  *  in  X. 
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HOW   SATAN   AND    HIS   CHILDREN,    irrc. 

The  tdresome  series  of  antitheses  between  Christ  and  the  fiend  with  which 
this  tract  begins  are  in  Wyclif  s  worst  manner,  if  indeed  they  are  his. 

The  characteristic  point  of  this  tract  is  its  insistence  on  the  hardships 
of  imprisonment  for  debt,  on  the  cruelty  of  those  who  inflict  it  unjustly, 
(pp.  211  and  214),  and  on  the  folly  of  those  who  fall  into  it  through 
drunkenness  (p.  217),  I  do  not  remember  any  other  tract  in  which  this 
point  is  pressed  so  much. 

Whoever  the  author  was,  he  knew  the  poor  and  felt  for  them ;  notice, 
among  other  things,  his  description  of  the  bed-rid  poor  as  couching  on 
muck  or  dust  (p.  211),  and  his  complaint  that  the  aged  poor  had  to  drink 
water  and  fell  into  fevers.     (Did  he  look  upon  wine  as  a  febrifuge  ?) 

Copied  from  the  Corpus  MS.  X.  and  collated  with  the  Dublin  MS.  AA., 
where  the  first  chapter  and  part  of  the  second  are  wanting. 

SXTIOCABT. 

Chap.  I.    The  works  of  bodily  mercy  are  enumerated,  and  the  perrersions 

of  them  preyalent  among  bad  priests,  etc.  ^        p.  210 

II.    Contains  a  similar  list  of  contrasts  as  to  the  works  of  spiritual  mercy      212 

III.    The  temptations  offered  us  by  the  flye  senses  are  enumerated  and 

contrasted  with  the  right  use  of  the  senses.         .^.        .«„       .^..      216 
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210  HOW  SATAN  AND  HIS  CHILDREN,   ETC.  [Chap.  I. 

Hou  sathanas  &  his  children  tumen  werkis  of  mercy 
ypsodom  &  disceyaen  men  ]?er-inne  &  in  here  fyae 
wittis. 

Capitulum  pr/wiwm. 

ctrist^rirs  u  *^^"^  ^^^^  comauwdij?  men  of  power  to  fede  hungry  pore 

the  dfva  ^^es  ™®° »  J'®  ^®^^  *  ^^®  techen  to  make  costy  festiB   &  waste 

to  tii"rich|*"*' ™*°y  goodis  on  lordis  &  riche  men  &  to  saifre  pore  men 

sterue  &  p^sche  for  hunger  &  o^^re  myscheuys;    je,  men 

J^at  feynen  hem  ful  of  charite   &  religion    gadren  propre 

goodis  to  hem  seluen  &  festen  delicatly  lordis  &  ladies  & 

riche  men  &  suffre  here  pore  bre]?ren  begge  for  meschef  & 

fare  ful  harde.     crist  comaundi]?  to  jeue  drynk  to  J^rusty  men 

J^***a5d*BSlS  *  '^ymmen ;  J?e  fend  &  his  techen  to  purueye  heij  wyn  & 

^'  spised  ale  &  strong  for  riche  men  &  lordis  to  make  bem 

^d^^£.  dronken  &  chide  &  fijtte  &  forjete  god  &  his  la  we,  &  to  suffre 

pore  }at  ban  nou^t  of  here  owene  &  may  not  labore  for 

febilnesse  or  sikenesse  &  blyndenesse  drynke  wat^  &  falle  in 

to    clothe    the  feueris  or  ellis  pmscbe.    crist  comaundi]?  to  cloj^e  nakyd  men 

teaohee  to  waste  &  wymmen  wbanne  J^ei  ban  no^t  of  here  owene ;  yer-to  ^e 

rich  dothei  on 

▼agabondB.        fend  &  his  techen  to  ^eue  costly  clo]?i8  &  manye  to  riche  men 

&  mynstralis  or  sbaualdours  for  worldly  name,  &  suffre  pore 

men  haue  nakid  sidis  &  schakynge  lippis  &  hondis  for  cold 

•Sndtiie'^aey  }^^  WOO  is  hem  wij?  J?e  lif.     }e,  prtflatis  &  men  of  singuler 

adornLg^horM  religion,  ]?at  taken  J^e   charge  to  ben  proouratouris  &  dis- 

penderis  of  pore  menntM  liflode,  clo]?en  fatte  borsis  &  gaie 

sadlis  &  bridlis  &  mytris  &  croceris   wi^  gold  &  siluer  & 

precious  stonys  &  suffren  pore  men  &  children  p^sche  for 

cold ;  &  }it  ]?e8  pr^latis  &  newe  religious  comen  in  staat  of 

cristis  poutfrt  &  his  apostlis,  &  techen  &  crien  ^at  what  eu^re 

^»^™*^^e7  J^ei  ban  is  pore  menntM  goode.    jit  riche  men  cloj^en^  dede 

iBiMgn,  stockis  &  stonys  wi]?  prmous  clo]?is,  wi^  gold  &  siluer  & 

perlis  &  gaynesse  to  ]?e  world,  &  suffren  pore  men  goo  sore 

Chriat  teachea  to  a  cold  &  at  moche  meschefe.     Crist  techib  to  herbwre  pore 

glTe    shelter   to  '  ^ 

the  poor;  men  }at  ban  non  houses  ne  peny  to  peye  for  here  innys;  pd 

^  dosen  MS. 
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fend  &  his  techen  to  herberwe  riche  men  &  lordis  svib  gret  the  devil  teaches 

'   °        to  entertain  rich 

cost  &  deyitte  for  worldly  worschipe,   &   suffre  pore  men  men  grandly, 
wander  in  stormys  &  slepe  wij?  J?e  swyn,  &  many  tymes 
sufifre  not  hem  come  wij^-inne  here  ^atis,  &  to  fynde  many 
excusacions  &  coloure   Hs  doynge.     te,  ypomtis  of  priuatbuiid    great 

housea. 

rehgion  maken  grete  houses  &  costy  &  gaely  peyntid  *more  •[?.  isoMs.] 

J^an  kyngis  &  lordis  bi  sotil  beggynge  &  confessions  &  trentalis 

&  meyntenynge  of  synne,  [^d]  herberewe  lordis  &  riche  men 

&  namely  ladies,  &  euffire  pore  men  lie  wij^-onten  or  geten 

houslewth  at  pore  men  or  ellis  pmsche  for  wedris  &  cold. 

^  Crist  techi]?  to  visile  sike  men  &  counforte  hem  &  helpe  hem  chriat  teaches  to 

j%         ,      '  *»i«,.  1  ..  .»  Tialt  the  sick ; 

of  snstenaunce ;  pe  fend  &  his  techen  to  visiten  riche  men,  the  dcTii  teaches 

to  pay  yiaita  of 

lordis  &  ladies  in  here  'tirosperite  &  lykynge  to  be  holden  ceremony  to  the 

*'    •'    '^  prosperonB. 

kynde  &  curteis,  &  to  connforte  eche  o}?er  in  synne  &  to  haue 

lastis  of  glotonye,  lecherie  &  o^ere  schrewidnessis,  but  of 

pore  men  ^at  ben  beddrede  &  couchen  in  muk  or  dust  is  litel 

J?oujt  on  or  nojt.     ^Jit  ypocritis  of  feyned  religion  visiten  Friars  at  bad  at 

not  fadirles  children  &  modirles  &  widewis  in  here  tribu- 

lacion  &  kepe  not  hem  self  vnbleckid  fro  J7is  world,  as  seynt 

iame  techij ;  but  visete  oft  riche  men  &  wymmen,  &  namely  James  i.  S7. 

riche  widewis,  for  to  gete  worldly  muk  by  false  disceitis  & 

carien  it  home  to  caymes   castelis  &  an^»crtstis  couent   & 

sathanas  children  &  marteris  of  glotonye.     ^  Crist  teche)>  to  Christ  teaches  to 

yisite  men  in  prison  &  helpe  to  delyuere  hem  in  good  manure  prison; 

&  counforte  hem  bi  almes  ^euynge :  l^e  fend  &  his  presonen  the  dern  and  his 

'      -^    ®    '   '  '^  imprison  for  debt 

pore  men  for  dette  whanne  }?ei  ben  not  at  power  to  paie,  &  men  who  do  their 
traueile  nyjt  &  day  &  lyuen  ful  hardo,  &  to  lyue  wij?  trewj?e 
&  susteynen*  wif  &  children,  &  on  hem  is  no  m^rcy.  )it  feyned  ^^^J^^^J 
religious  men  pursuen  pore  pr^stis  to  prison  &  to  brennynge  priests* 
bi  many  cursed  lesyngis  &  sclaundrynge  priue  &  ap^,  for  as 
mochel  as  ]?ei  pr^chen  trewly  &  frely  cristis  gospel  &  goddis 
hestis  &  repronen  here  ypocrisie,  symonye,  coueitise  &  o^^e 
disceitis;  &  jit  J^es  ypo^«tis  blenden  lordis  &  pr^latis  to 
enprisone  siche  pore  pr^stis  techynge  J^e  treuj^e  bi  comaunde- 
ment  &  ensaumple  of  crist  &  his  apostlis,  not-wij^stondynge 
^  snsteynem  MS. 
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}at  lordis  &  pr^latis  ben  charged  yp  peyne  of  dampnacion 

to  helpe  hem  &  meyntene  J^is  treuj^e  &  prMshouris  of  it. 

dtUd^ °' *^"      If ^^  ^^  holden  a  werk  of  m^cy  to  birie  dede  men  aflw  J?e 

techynge  of  goddis  la  we ;  ^e  fend  techi]?  worldly  riche  men, 

clerkis  &  religious,  to  make  solempnyte  whanne  riche  men 

ben  dede  wij^  dirige  &  messis  &  wax  &  rengynge  &  grete 

festis,  but  whanne  pore  men  ben  dede  ynnej^e  wole  ony  man 

Sr^ihe*"carrion"  ^®^®  hem   or  seie  derige  or  masse.      Jit  feyned  religious 

wiif'^^a^*  ^no  ^^1®^  come  to  riche  menniw  dirige  i»  grete  multitude  & 

roomforthepoor.  g^j^^  y^^^^  ^  y^e  biriod  in  here  chirche,  &  stryuen  &  fijtten  for 

J?e  dede  careyne  for  loue  of  offrynge  &  worldly  honowr,  but 

pore  men  schuUen  not  lie   among  hem  J^ouj  J^ei  azen  it 

neutfre  so  faste  for  charite.     &  ]?U8  in  stede  of  werkis  of 

bodely  m^cy  &  charite  is  comen  in  ypocrisie  of  worldly 

•[p.  161  MS  ]     name  &  coueitise  &  norischynge  *of  synne  &  sotil  excusynge 

^er-of,  &  euyl  is  clepid  good  &  good  euyl. 

Capitulum  2"- 

Christ  saTB  we  Wcrkis  of  m^cy  ben  worse  t«med  vpsodoun.  crist  seij?  it 
SS^l^oommSS  is  a  souereyn  werk  of  m^cy  &  charite  to  teche  vnlemyd 
menta;  ^^^  ^^  rijtte  weic  to  heuene,  Jat  is  J?e  gospel  &  goddis 

the  deru  teaches  comatmdementis ;  ]?e  fend  &  his  seyn  it  is  grete  charite  to 
getting,  ^°^^'  teche  ^onge  men  &  o^^e  sotil  craftis  &  nedeles  &  queynte 
slei^tis  to  disceyue  schepische  men  of  worldly  goodis  &  make 
and  stirs   up    hem  Self  riche  &  bostful  &  pronde.    &  he  fend  bi  sotil  menys 

patrons  to  give 

cures  to  men    of  YDOcrisie  &  SYmonye  stireb  lordis  &  myjtty  men  to  make 

whoarefoolish  ""^  «       .  t.      ,  --• 

and  worldly.  an  ydiot  &  fool  curatour  of  cnstene  soulis,  pat  neip^  may  ne 
kan  ne  wole,  for  his  opyn  synne  &  worldly  lif  &  ignorannce 
of  holy  writt  &  necligence  &  worldly  vanyte  &  drede  of 
worldly  shame  &  loos,  teche  hem  goddis  lawe,  ne  suffre  o^^re 
to  teche  hem  frely  &  trewely  wi^-outen  flaterynge  for  drede 
last  his  owene  falsnesse  be  knowen  ;  &  }it  J^es  cursed 
auaunsynge  is  clepid  charite  to  helpe  J^us  a  pore  man.  Bat 
A  poor  wretch  of  an  ydiot  &  a  lecherous  wrecche  schal  be  sett  to  kepe  ^  soulis 
after^epaitSi,  foF  litcl  pns,  &  ^e  more  lorel  goo  on  haukynge  &  hontyngy 
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&  Berne  in  lordis  courtis,  in  worldly  offices,  &  >e  deuyl  drawi>  22S(wim*Ko 

i?i]7  his  helpis  alle  }at  he  may  to  helle  &  >is  is  clepid  mercy  «^  limiting. 

&  charite ;  but  ]ns  deuelis  charite  putti^  oute  charite  &  loue 

of  god  &  bryngi]?  in  loue  of  money  &  synne  &  hate  of  virtues 

&  cristene  soulis.   crist  sei^  it  is  werk  of  m^rcy  to  conseile  at 

p^rti  hou  a  man  schal  best  lyue  in  ]?is  or  ]?is  special  poynt. 

be  fend  &  his  seyn  it  is  m^rcy  &  charite  to  conseile  men  to  instead  of  giTing 

^  J  J  true  adnce,  the 

holde  for]?  craftis  Jtft  J?ei  vsen  a^enst  here  conscience  &  fe?^'",na?*^*'S 

excnsen  hem  bi  almes,  as  masse  syngynge  &  makynge  of  ^p'o'""'^^*^™' 

nedles  houses  &  costy.     &  wharme  clerkis  schullen  conseile 

lordis  &  o]7^e  men  hou  J^ei  may  best  s^rue  god  &  sane  here 

Boulis  in  here  a-staat,  }ds  conseil  is  turned  in-to  worldly 

wisdom  as  bildynge  of  castellis  &  arraiynge  of  housholde  in 

lend  of  pees  &  of  werre.    &  whanne  it  [is]  reserued  to  ^e 

holy  gost  to  ^eue  vtterly  conseil  in  special  poyntis  ^at  ben  not 

expr^y  comaundid  ne  forboden  in  holy  writt,  worldly  clerkis 

f ul  of  pride,  symonye,  coueitise  &  o\ere  synnys  jeuen  fulbut 

conseil  ajenst  J^e  holy  gost  &  a^enst  ^e  hel^e  of  ^e  soule  for 

here  owene  pride  &  coueitise ;  &  ]?us  conseil  of  ]?e  holy  gost 

&  profit  of  soulis^  is  putt  bihynde  &  conseil  of  \q  world  & 

]7e  fleisch  &  of  sathanas  is  putt  for]?,   god  biddi]?  ]?at  lordis  & 

Bouereyns  schulden  in  resonable  manere  chastise  here  sugetis, 

s^ruauntis  &  children  whanne  \%\  trespassen  opynly  in  word 

or  dede  a^nst  goddis  comaundementis ;  ]7e  fend  &  his  techen  ThedeTnteaehes 

]?at  suggettis  &  s^uauntis  ben  cruely  beten,  pyned,  prisoned  rotjeots  and  ser- 

&  sumtyme  hangid  &  drawen  for  worldly  trrapas  &  defaute 

of   here    ♦s^ruyce   doynge,   &  vnreuerence  ajenst  worldly  •  [p.  182M8.] 

souereyns,  but  of  trespas  &  dispit  of  god  &  his  lawe  no 

charge  but  mirbe*  &  liynge  &  iapynge.    worldly  pr^latis  of  worldly  preiatea 

•  t     11  -I  »        tt  "^'^'^  rulere  to 

an^tcrist  seyn  tot  lordis  sohulleD   chastise  here  sugetis  of  punieh    lecher/ 

^       *  and  perjury. 

worldly  causes,  but  not  of  lecherie  ne  pride  ne  forswerynge, 
be  it  neu^re  so  opyn,  for  ]?at  longe^  to  iurdiccion  of  pr^latis ; 
ne]7eles  jif  ^i  ban  money  of  ]7es  lecherous  ]7eues  ]7ei  schullen 
lie  in  here  cursed  synne  fro  jeer  to  jeer,  je  be  al  here  lif  jif  sin-re&ta. 

1  AA  begins  here,  the  first  part  of  the  tract  being  lost.         >  m7}>e  X. 
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J^ei  paien  moche  &  redilj.    clerkis  seyn  ]?at  lordis  ben  cursed 

jif  ]?ei  chastisen  hem,  ]?oii}  ]?ei  ben  nen^re  bo  foule  lecherous 

&  neu^e  so  cursed  heretikis,  for  sjmonye  &  coueitise  & 

meyntenynge  of  synne  &  robbynge^  pore  tenaunds  bi  extor- 

cions  for  an^tcristis  correccions  &  veyn  halwynge  of  chirchis 

&  auteris  &  o]?^e  iapis.     ^lord,  soone  &  esely  schulde  synne 

be  hurlid  oute  of  lond  jif  lordis  wolden  in  al  here  wille,  al 

here  witt  &  power  dispise  synne  &  synful  wrecchis,  &  preise 

&  meyntene  v^tue  &  v^'tuous  men ;  &  cMis  }ei  ben  holden 

her-to  vp  peyne  of  dawpnacion,  for  ellis  }ei  fallen  in  mercy 

&  charite.     god  techi]?  it  is  mercy  to  counforten  men  fallen  in 

myschif  &  disese.     pe*  fend  &  his  techen  }at  it  is  almes  to 

the^?**°*  <*'  pursuen  men '  to  prisonynge  &  exilynge  whanne  Jei  ben  * 

broujt  doun  bi  sodeyne  loos,  as  brennynge  &  robbynge,  for 

riche  men  beren  hem  on  honde  ]>at  it  is  for  here  synne  & 

mysreuljnge  of  hem  self,  &  ellis  o^ere  bro^elis  wolden  renne 

awey  wi^  riche  mennu^  good,  &  ]7^-fore  ^ei  schulden  be  seet 

in  strong  prison  til  J^ei  p^rische  for  hungur  &  myschef  & 

dispeiren  &  grucchen  a^enst  god;  &  ]?tM  for  loue  of  rotyn  dritt 

th<ie^whoamnot  J^^i  ^^^  }^^  ^  i»  ^^^  ^  dawpne  many  soulis.     jit  worldly 

?hJ  ^ftian'  heg  clcrkis  cursen  for  dymes  &  offryngis,  ]?ouj  men  ben  fol  pore  & 

have  nothiag  for  J'ei  don  no  J^ing  here  offis,  &  veyn  religious  cessen  not  to  begge 

&  crane  of  pore  men,  ]70Uj  here  rente  be  bihynde  &  here 

werk^  bestis  in  distresse  &  wif  &  childe  hungry  &  nakyd,  & 

so  ]?ei  bryngen  hem  in-to  more  myschif  &  counforten  hem  not 

but  bi  lesyngis  & '  fals  grauntynge  of  gostly  helpe,  ]?at  is  not 

Oodteachwto   in  here  power  but  only  in  goddis*  delynge.     ^God  techi^ 

andiu^riU;       j^at  it  is  mercy  to  forjeue  trespasis  &  wrongis  don  ajenst  men 

JJj^^  ^«»^««  hem  self  &  algatis  rancor  &  ewU  wille  of  herte;  >e  fend  & 

his  seyn  ]?at  it  is  manlynesse  &  rijtwisnesse  &  almes  to  betyn 

gadlyngis  &  be  vengid  on  hem  J^ot  don  hem  wrong,  for  ellis 

]7eues  &  lorellis  wolden  ou^rrenne  hem  &  here  sugetis  wolden 

not  drede  hem ;  but  comynly  J^is  chastysynge  is  don  bi  pride, 

coueitise  &  out  of  charite.    &  ]?ouj  lordis  &  gretemen  wynnen 

1  robben  AA.  *  onlitted  X.  *  omitted  X. 

*  wrek  X.  »  of  X.  «  goode  X. 
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herby  worldly  name  &  temporal  goodis,  J7ei  leaen  charite  & 

here  soule  Jwit  ben  wor}?i  a  Jonsand  ♦fold  betre  j^an  aUe  er}?ely  •[?.  iss  MS.] 

tr^sour.      ^God  seij?  it  is  m^cy  &  charite  to  suflBre  men 

mekely  ft  wisly  whanne  Jei  ben  ont  of  reson  as  wro]?  & 

malencolious;  }e  fend  &  his  seyn  }at  )is  is*  conwardise  & 

leesynge  of  worldly  name  &  boldynge  of  enyl  doeris ;  &  yerfore 

for  0  schrewed  word  a  man  mot  quyt«  ano|7«"  or  moo,  &  so 

of  enyl  dedis  come]?  hate  &  strif,  &  fi^ttynge  &  pledynge  be 

reised  &  witt  &  reson  &  charite  exilid,  &  many  men  pmschid 

in  bodi  &  sonle.     god  comanwdij?  vs  to  lone  oure  enemys  of  ^^^^jjf .*®^® 

onre  herte  &  doo  good  to  men  J^at  hati]?'  ys  &  preie  for  men 

fat  pursnen  vs  wrongfully  &  falsly ;  J?e  denyl  &  his  seyn  }at  *Jj^  t7*iiio5Id 

it  is  rijtfol  to  hate  oure  enemys  &  don  henyl  &  harm  to  hem  ^***  ***•"• 

]?at  haten  vs  &  falsly  pursnen  ys,  &  axe  vengaunce  of  oure 

enemys  &   false  pursueris,   for  ellis  we  schullen  norische 

onre  enemys  in  here  synne  &  ouerrenne  vs  &  distroie  ys, 

oure  wifis  &  children  &  goodis,  &  ysrlore  we  willen  defende 

YB  }e  while  J^ot  we  may.    trewe  men  seyn  to  J^e  fend  &  his 

disciplis  J7«t  jif  we  kepen  goddis  hestis  oure  god  wole  fijten  ^.*qJ|J  *^5* 

for  YS  &  maken  oure  enemys  afferd,  &  hi  oure  goode  pacience  *»^* '"  '"• 

&  charite  &  herty  pr«ynge  for  oure  enemys'  J^ei  schulden  be 

goddis  grace  cesse  of  here  wrong  &  iume  to  pees  &  charite ; 

&  ]?is  is  li^ttere  &  betere  ]?an  to  conquere  al  ]?e  er]?e  bi  dynt 

of  swerid.     &  pf  oure  enemys  ben  endurid  in  synne,  as  was 

pharaoo,  oure  godde  wolde  ordeyne  J?e  beste  for  ys  bo]7e  for 

body  &  soule  ^if  we  kepen  mekenesse,  pacience  &  charite ;  & 

si]?  wenis  comen  to  men  for  synnys  let  men  leue  here  cursed 

synne  &  god  of  mercy  &  pees  wole  jeue  ys  reste  &  pees  of 

alle  er]?ely  enemyes.    bi  ^es  cautelis  &  many  moo  the  fend  & 

his  disciplis  distroien  werkis  of  m^cy  &  fallen  in-to  loos  of 

]7ingis  }at  }ei  coneiten  mochel  &  in-to  endelis  myschefes  }at 

]?ei  wolen  to  askape,  for  f  ei  wolen  not  be  reulid  bi  goddis 

lawe  &  reson  but  bi  hire  wille,  &  J^er-iore  alle  ]?ingi8  schal 

tume  ajenst  hem  at  ]?e  laste. 

^  omitted  X.  '  haten  AA.  '  lynnyB  AA. 
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Capitulum  S*"* 

The  devil  makes     Jit  }«  fend  disceyue]?  men  bi  here  fyue  wittis  &  make]? 

means  of  sin.      hem  menys  to  Bynne  where  j^ei  scholden  be  menys  to  y^ne 

fhSde^to^Sp  ^^  ^^^  gouernale  of  men :  first  he'  stiri)?  men  to  seea 
vanyte  of  J^is  world  &  setten  here  herte  ^er-onne  &  forjeten 

i»»'»  god  &  his  werkis ;  also  he  stiri]?  men  to  see  faire  wywmen, 

&  bryngi)?  mynde  of  hem  &  greet  likynge  of  lecherie  in-to 
menntM  hertis  til  j^ei  consenten  to  synne  &  fulfillen  it  in 
dede.  ^Also  whanne  men  seen  lordischipis  of  j^is  world  & 
precious  iuelis  &  gold  &  siluer,  faire  hors  &  scheep  &  o]^ere 

coTetonsneM.  goodis,  }e  fend  stirej  hem  to  desire  hem  vnskilfully  &  sette 
more  here  herte  on  hem  j^an  on  y^ues  &  blisse  of  heuene ; 
&  Jeanne  j^ei  fallen  i»-to  pride  &  coueitise  &  o]^sre  synnys. 

•[p.  184 MS.]  but  men  schulden  see  *goddis  werkis,  as  heuene  &  erj^e,  & 
goddis  creaturis  &  herbi  knowen  J^e  myjt,  J^e  wytt  &  good- 
nesse  of  j^e  lord  ]^at  made  alle  j^ingis  of  not,  &  drede  hym 
oner  alle  j'ingM  &  loue  him  ouer  alle  creaturis.     ^  Whanne 

Hearing  leads  men  schuldeu  here  goddis  comaundementis  &  poyntis  of 
charite  &  rijtwisnesse  &  treuj^e,  }e  fend  stiri]?  hem  to  heren 

lost,  slander,  foTil  speche  of  leccherie,  of  bacbytynge  of  nei^eboris  & 
lesyngis  for  to  haue  mynde  &  likynge  of  synne  &  to  stire 

hate  men  to  hate  &  enuye  &  pledynge  &  fi^ttynge,  so  }at  meke- 

nesse  &  pacience  &  charite  schullen  be  lost  &  cursednesse  of 
synne  regne]?,  }at  ynnej^e  can  ony  man  kepe  his  tonge  &o 

and  Tain  swear-  fals  &  Ycyu  swerynge  &  schrewid  spekynge  bo]?6  of  lecherie 

Smelling  &  ^^^  spekyugis.     ^  Whanne  men  schullen  in  spirit  smelle 

1^  swettenesse  &  ^e  holynesse  of  ihii  crist  &  his  lif,  &  smelle 
bi  bodily  witt  ]?e  swettenesse  &  good  odour  of  herbis  &  spicis 
&  trees  &  o}ere  creaturis,  to  loue  god  &  s^rue  god  &  herie 
hym  for  his  goodnesse,  }e  fend  stiri]?  men  to  sette  here  lust 

leadstoioxorions  in  smellynge  of  lekerous  metis  &  drynkis  &'  to  take  ou^- 

eating  and  drink-  . 

ing.  mochil  of  hem,  til  ]?ei  lesen  here  wittis  &  for^eten  god  & 

his  SdTuyce  &  fallen  in  ^echerie  &  slepen  as  hooggis,  &  chiden 
&  flatten  as  woode  houndis,  &  sweren  herte  &  bonys,  &  cursen 

1  in  X.  s  >ei  X.  >  omitted  X. 
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&  warien  &  -preohen  opynly  oarsed  leeyngis,  &  ^enen  en- 

saumple  of  synne  as  cruel  fendis  of  helle.    for  bi  }vi  doynge 

}ei  blasphemen  god  &  styren  men  to  synne  more  spedly  }«a 

don  many  j^ousand  fendis  bi  hem  self,     whanne  men  Bchalden 

taste  &  take  mete  &  drynk  in  resonable  mesure  to  sustene  Xute 

here  lif  &  labore,  &  ^er-fore  J«nk  god  &  stfrue  hy»»  mekely 

&  wilfully  &  lone  hym  hertly,  }e  fend  stiri]?  men  to  sewe 

here  owene  lustis  of  flesch,  to  walwe  in  glotonye  &  dronnke-  leads  to  dnmken- 

nesse  as  swyn  in  J^e  feen,  }at  }eT  is  neip&r  witt  ne  reson  in 

hem,  ne  my^t  to  goo  on  }e  erj^e  sumtyme ;  &  to  fulfille  j^is 

Btynkynge  glotonye  &    dronkenes  j^ei   seken  many  stretis 

&  tauemes  to  soke  lekerous  morselis  &  swete  drynkis,  &^^|!^^^^ 

borowen  oj?^  menntM  catel  &  payen  not  ajen  many  tymes ;  ™****®y- 

for  hereby  }ei  wasten  here  owene  goodis  &  o}sr  menntM 

&  comen  to  pon^rt  &  ben  casten  in  prison  til  }ei  steruen.     & 

bi  yia  glotonye  &  dronkenesse  j^ei  wasten  here  owen  bodi  & 

wittis  &  fallen  in-to  sikenesse^  on  many  maneris  &  lesen 

worldly  catel  &  my^ttis  of  ^q  sonle,   as   vnd^rstondynge, 

mynde  &  reson,  &  geten  peynes  of  hpUe  in  bodi  &  sonle,  but 

^f  }ei  amende  hem  trewely  in  j^is  world.     &  J^e  fend  techi]? 

glotonys  &  dronkelewe  men  to  excuse   j^is  wast    on    J^is 

man^e :  "  God  made  alle  goode  mete  &  dryuke  couenable 

for  men  schulden  spende  it  &  lyne  ]?er-by;"  but  j^ei  taken 

non  hede  of  ]^  mesure  ne  hou  falsly  ]>ei  lyuen  a^enst  goddis 

lawe,  &  hou  crist  &  his*  seyntis  tau^ten  &  vseden  abstynence 

&  penaunce,  &  hou  cristene  men  schulden  conquere  heuene 

bi  brekynge  *of  fleschly  lustis,  as  cnst  techij?  in  J^e  gospel,  &*[v-  "5  ms.] 

hou  crist  &  poul  &  petir  comaunden  vs  }at  we  schullen  not  ^  ^®^'*  ^-  "• 

£lle  J^e  desiris  of  cure  flesch,  but  as  gestis  or  comelyngis  & 

pilgrimes  absteynen  hem'  fro  fleschly  desires  }at  flatten  a^enst 

Je  Boule.     &  c^is  J?e  lesse  J^at  a  man  spende  boje  of  mete  &  '^^  *  sood 

drynk  &  cloj^e  &  alle  o]^&re  necessaries,  so  }at  he  be  strong 

to  s^rue  god  &  do  his  labof^  aftir  ]?6  staat  }at  god  setti]?  him 

^  drynkeiUBU  AA. 

'  In  AA.  'hem'  has  been  cancelled  by  underdotting.    It  should  haye 
been  corrected  to  *as.' 
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inne,  so  moche  ^e  betre  bo]?e  for  body  &  sonle  A  aUe  o^ero 
men.  but  hou  eu^re  we  excasen  vs  w6  wasten  nedeles  moche 
goode  bo)«  i»  mete  &  drynk  &  cloj^is,  werbi  pore  men 
schulden  be  holpen  &  we  betre  s^me  god  &  lease  bisi  aboute 
}e  body  &  more  bisy  aboute  god  &  helj7e  of  ouie  soolis  bi 
lesse  coBt  &  spendynge  ^if  we  holden  goode  mesure.  ^pe 
fend  disceyue]?  men  &  wymmen  bi  touchynge  of  membris 
ordeyned  for  genderure  of  mankynde,  &  bi  kiasyng  &  clippyng 
is  }e  fier  of  lecherie  kyndlid  &  noriachid  in  herte  til  ^e  dede 
sue,  &  many  tymes  long  custome  in'  }ia  cursed  synne.  ^^erfore 
sei]?  )e  wise  man,  lie  ^at  bandli]?  pich  schal  be  foulid  ^er-of : 
^at  is  men  handlynge  wymmen  &  kyssynge  hem  schullen  be 
blickid  wij?  lust  of  lecherie,  o}er  in  herte  o^er  in  body  or  ellis 
in  bo]7e.  ^^erfore  ierom  &  seyntis  seyn  ]^at  fleynge  fro  suche 
companye  &  abstynence  &  saad  traueile  is  best  medecyne 
a^enst  lecherie ;  but  j^is  weiward  dalliaunce  vfi}  wymmen  is 
so  comyn  "j^at  rnnej^e  can  ony  man  kepe  hym  clene,  or  sengle 
or  weddid  or  men  of  ordre  of  religion.  And  ]7us  it  is 
verrifyed  }ai  god  seij?  by  Jeromye ;  de}?  ha  J?  entrid  by  joure 
wyndowis,  }at  ben  fyue  wittes.  bi  J?es  queyntises  &  many 
moo  }e  fend  disceyue]?  men  &  of  instrumentis  or'  menys  & 
armu[r]e  of  y^ue  he  maki]?  instrmnentis  or  menys  &  armour 
of  synne.  God  graunte  yb  grace  to  haue  mynde  on  ye 
peynes  }at  crist  suffrede  in  his^  herte,  in  his  hondis  &  feet, 
in  his  heed,  in  his  si^tte,  &  herynge,  spekynge,  smellynge,  & 
tastynge,  &  in  eche  place  of  his  bodi  fro  }e  heued  to  ^e  sole 
of  ]?e  foot,  &  to  spende  alle  ]?e  my^ttis  of  soule  &  bodi  &  oure 
fyue  wittis  trewely  in  his  s^ruyce,  to  seke  his  worschipe 
in*  alle  J^ingis  &  distroie  synne  &  falsnesse  boj^e  in  oure  self 
&  o^ere  men,  &  to  holde  &  meyntene  virtuous  lif  &  ri^twis- 
nesse  &  pees  &  charite;     Amen. 


1  &X. 


s  andAA. 


•ofX. 


^  omitted  X. 


•  4X. 
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XIY. 

HOW  RELIGIOUS  MEN  SHOULD  KEEP  CERTAIN 
ARTICLES. 


I  SKB  nothing  in  this  tract  to  give  as  any  certainty  as  to  its  authorship. 
It  is  simply  an  enumeration  of  the  faults  charged  against  the  religious 
orders,  thrown  into  the  form  of  a  wish  that  they  may  he  avoided. 

The  special  points  for  notice  are  the  mention  of  astronomy  among  the 
subjects  taught  in  the  religious  schools  (No.  39),  and  the  complaint  that 
the  friars  were  "  too  homely  with  gentlewomen  by  colour  of  physic"  (No. 
38),  (cf.  Prof.  Brewer^s  preface  to  Monumenta  Franciscanai  pp.  xliii-zlvi). 
The  same  charge  is^  made  in  the  tract  Of  the  Leaven  of  Pharisees.  The 
abuse  of  bishoprics  in  partibus  infidelium  conferred  on  men  who  only 
desire  episcopal  orders  for  the  profit  to  be  made  of  them  at  home 
(No.  40)  is,  I  think,  mentioned  nowhere  else  in  this  volume.  It  is 
attacked  in  the  Great  Sentence  of  Curse  (S.E.W.  III.  300). 

We  may  see  from  No.  42  the  kind  of  retort  made  by  the  friars  on  the 
poor  preachers. 

The  only  indication  of  date  is  in  No.  26,  where  we  learn  that  one 
of  the  points  of  the  poor  preachers  was  the  application  of  the  prophecies 
of  Antichrist  to  the  Pope.  The  preachers  are  not  likely  to  have  begun 
with  arguments  of  this  kind.  Still  we  cannot  lay  much  stress  on  this 
argument ;  such  use  of  prophecy  had  long  been  familiar  to  the  Eraticelli. 

Copied  from  the  Corpus  MS.  X.  and  collated  with  the  Dublin  MS.  AA. 

I  have  omitted  the  usual  summary  as  useless  with  a  mere  list  like  this. 
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How  religious  men  shoulde  kepe  certayne  Articles.^ 

Gristene  men  preien  mekely  &  deuoutly  to  almy^ttj  god 

]7at  he  graunte  bis  grace  for  his  hendeles  mercj  to  oure 

religious,    bo)«    possessioneris    &    mendynauntis,    }at    }ei 

i.«  assenten  to  J^is  fewe  treujis.     ^  First,  }at  Jei  louen  more 

heuenly  j'ingis  }an  worldly  }at  soone  schuUen  passe.     }e 

11-  secunde,  }at  }ei  setten  more  pris  &  deynte  bi  goddis  comaiinde- 

•  [p.  186  MS.]     mentis  j^an  bi  tradicions  maad  *of  here  owene  synful  bedis.' 

in.  ^]?e  J?ridde,  Jat  J^ei  holden  in  berte,  i»  word,  &  dede  }at  Je 

noble  religion  maad  of  ihu^  crist  for  pr^stis  in  bere  clennesse 

&  fredom  is  more  p#rfit  J^an  ony  newe*  religion  maad  of 

IV.  synful  men  J7at  ofte  erreden  in  j^ou^t,  word  &  dede.  ^j^e  firj^e, 

1  Cor.  ziii.  4.      }at  }ei  cbargeu  more  siztene  condicions  of  cbarite  j^an  bere 

T.  bodely  abite.  %}e  fifte,  )at  bei  loue  more  pouert  of}e  gospel, 

fthocdd     loTe    to  wbicbe  bei  ben  bounden  bi  bere  owene  reule  &  profession, 

TOTerty.  ,  -^  . 

Fbu.  iii.  8.         J7an  ricbesse  of  }e  world,  J^at  ben  clepid  drit  bi  seynt  ]?oul  in 

boly  writt,  for  wbicb  ricbessis  j^ei  make  ofte  sacrifice  to 

Col.  iii.  5.  fendis  &  bonouren  false  goddis  as  seynt  poul  eei}.    ^}e  sixte. 

Temperance.       J^at  J^ei  loue  iliore  resonable  abstynence  J^an  glotonye,  wombe 

VII.  ioie  &  ydelnesse.  ^J^e  seuenj^e,  J?at  yei  loue  more  Je  treuj?e  of 

vni.  boly  writt  J^an  ypocrisie  &  lesyngis  of  ^  fend.    ^J^e  ejte,  Jat 

)7ei  loue  more  ]7e  bono«r  of  god  &  saluacion  of  menntM  soulis 

J?an  bere  owen  worldly  pride  &  veyn  glorie  &  singuler  profit. 

IX.  ,  1[]'^  neyen]7e,  ]7at  j^ei  setten  more  prise  bi  ]7e  most  ri^ful  & 
law*  more  than  most  profitable  ordyuauuce  •  of  god,'  boj^e  for  clerkis,  lordis 

&  comunys,  ]7an  bi  }e  wrongful  «&  vnwitty  ordynaunce  of 

X.  synful  men  }at  barmen  alle  }es  }>re.  ^J^e  tenj^e,  J^at  J^ei  louen 
more  &  kepen  betre  j^e  most  witti  reulis  of  ibu  crist  j^an  ^ 

1  The  title  in  AA.  is  **  Hon  men  of  priuat  religionn  sohulden  loue 
more  ^e  gospel,  goddis  heste  and  his  ordynaunce  ]>an  ony  newe  lawis, 
newe  reulis  and  custumes  and  ordynauncis  of  synful  men."  The  title 
giyen  aboye  is  inserted  in  X  by  a  later  hand ;  haying  been  omitted  by  the 
scribe.    I  haye  left  the  shorter  title  for  its  greater  conyenienoe. 

s  The  numbers  at  the  side  are  only  in  AA.  '  dedis  X. 

«  omitted  X.  *  rewe  X.  •-*  omitted  X. 
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ynwitti  constitucions  of  synfal  &  worldly  men.  ^}e  ellenenj^e,  xi. 

J^at  yei  magnjfien  more  obediencd  maad  to  god  in  cristendom 

takynge  biforme  of   }e  gospel  ]?an  newe  obedience  maad 

singulerly  to  a  synfal  man,  j^at  is  not  comaundid  of  god 

neij'^  ensaumplid  of  ihu  crist  &  his  apostlis  but  don  of  here 

owene  synguler  ordynauuce.     ^pe  twelj^e,  }at  noman  be  ^^* 

dispised  ne  ponyschid  for  good  lyaynge  in  suynge  ihu  cristis 

steppis  bi  forme  of  }e  gospel,     ^pe  JrittenJ^e,  }>at  J^ei  studie  xm- 

&  kepe  more  ]?e  firedom  &  priuylegies  grountid  of  ihu  crist 

in  ye  gospel  j^an  wrongful  priuelegies   grauntid  of  synful 

men,  bi  whiche  bo]?e  pride  &  coueitise  &  ]?efte  &  wrongis 

ben  meyntened  many  tymes.     ^J?e  fourtenj^e,  J?at  }ei  ben  xiv. 

verreyly  dede  to  pompe  &  pride  &  coueitise  of  }e  world  &  to  J^S*"  ***  ^* 

glotonye  &  to  flescbly  synnes,  &  not  ded  fro  nedful  traueile 

&  profitenge  to  oj^^re  men  vp  ]?6  jiftis  }at  god^  ha}  pnen 

hym.  ^peMtenye,  }at  }ei  ben  not  goddis  maistris,  to  dwelle  x^* 

en^more  in  o  place  &  o  manure  of  lif  at  here  owene  lust, 

but  frely  &  wilfully  aftir  goddis  jiftis  traueilen  &  dwelle  }er 

)at  it'  is  most  worschipful  to  god  &'most  nedful  &  profitable 

to  cnstene  soulis.    %}e  sextenj^e,  )7at  }ei  ben  verrey  bokis  &  ^^• 

myrrotirs  of  mekenesse,  wilful  pou^rt  &  of  besi  traueile  in 

goddis  cause  &  holynesse  to  alle  men  in  }e  world,  &  not  bok 

or  myrroMT  of  *  pride,  of  coueitise,  of  ydelnesse  &  worldly  lif  •[?.  187  ms.] 

to  drawe  worldly  men'  in-to  coueitiBe  &  o}ere  synnys  &  at 

here  laste  to  heUe.    }e  seuentenj^e,  ^at  ]?ei  drawen  not  noble  xvii. 

bokis  of  holy  writt  &  holy  doctouris  &  o}ere  nedeful  sciencis 

fro  curatis  &  derkis  in-to  here  owene  cloistris,  j^at  ben  as 

oastellis  or  paleicis  of  kyngis  &  emp^ouris,  &  suffre  hem  be  Not  to  monopo- 

dosed  yerQ  &  waxe  rotyn,  &  neij^ar  jeue  hem  ne  lene  hem  they  do  not  use. 

ne  selle  hem  to  curatis  &  clerkis,  ]?at  myjtten,  couden  & 

wolden  leme  holy  writt  &  teche  it  frely  for  loue  of  menniM 

soulis.  }e  eijtenj^e,  J?at  J^ei  louen  more  comyn  profit  of  cristene  xviii. 

men,  bo]?e  gostly  &  bodily,  J7an  here  synguler  worldly  profit 

&  here  owene  bodily  ayse  &  welfare.     ]?e  neyntenj^e,  j^at  j^ei  xix. 

^  omitted  X.  '  omitted  X.  >  omitted  X. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


222  HOW  RELIGIOUS  MEN   SHOULD,   ETC. 

diswMion"™*^  make  not  discencioa  ne  gendre  strif  ne  ennye  among  criatene 

muUipiying        mgjj  ^^^  multipliynge  of  newe  sectis,  newe  abitis  &  newe  bi- 

lawisy  But  drawe  to  ynyte  &  cbarite,  as  ^er  is  o  god^  o 

XX.  bileue,  &  o  oristendom.  J7e  twentij^e,  j^at  j^ei  snf&e  not  pore 
men  to  be  oppr^ssid  bi  taxis  &  o}ere  chargis  more  j^an  }ei 
may  wel  bere,  J^e  while  }at  ]?ei  ban  plente  of  richesses  & 

Not  to  TOte  the  wast  iuelis  to  purchase  londis  &  lordischipis  &  bilde  grete 

money  of  the  poor  *  . 

on  building  great  waste  houses,  si]?  slle  here  goodis  ben  pore  menntM  goodis, 

&  }ei  ben  but  spenderis  or  keperis  of  }e  goodis  &  procura- 

jerome.  tottris  of  poie  men,  as  seynt  ierom  &  ]7e  lawe  of  ]?e  chirche 

XXI.  witnesaen*  J^e  on  and  twentij^e,  }at  ]?ei  conforten  not  riche 
Kottostopreffti-  men  in  here  false  lif,  &  stoppe  not  restitucion  to  be  maad  to 
men  to  rely  on  pore  men  bi  sikymesse  of  here  p^etual  preiere,  whanne  }ei 

•  may  he  worth  not  witten  not  where  here  preiere  be  worj  o  ferj^ing^     J^e  two 
xxu.  &  twentij^e,   }at  ]?ei   make  not    comyns  so  pore  bi    sotil 

Not  to  be  greedy  ypocrisie  of  gredy  beggynge  &  trentalis,  to  make  grete  festis 

in  beffsinir 

&  waste  housynge,  }at  }e  comyns  may  not  for}«  to  paie  here 

tribut  to  }e  kyng  &  rentis  to  lordis  &  dymes  &  offiynges  to 

xxiiL  curatis.    J^e  J?re  &  twen]?e,  }at  in  alle  Jingis  ]?ei  ben  bisi  to 

seke  goddis  worschipe  &  loue  hym  &  his  lawe  &  holde  no 

custome  ne  tradicion  }at  hyndri]?  hem^  to  s^ue  god,  but  take 

goode  customes  in  as  moche  as  }ei  helpen  hem  to  kepe  goddis 

hestis  &  no  more,  for  lif  ne  for  de),     god  brynge  hem  to  ]?is 

xxiY.  charite.     j^e  foure  &  twentij^e,  "j^at  ]7ei  hiren  not  grete  men 

Not    to    bribe  bi  gold  fees  &  robees  &  false  gostly  helpe  to  be  goddis 

S^oid  Uiem  in  tr^touris,  holdynge  a^enst  his  lawe  &  his  ordynaunce   to 

^      '  magnifye  an^icristis  clerkis  &  synful  menntM  ordynaunce. 

xxv.  J'e  fyue  &  twentij^e,  }at  }ei  quenche  not  }e  ^ifkis  of  god  & 

so  J'e  holy  gost  as  moche  as  is  in  hem,  lettynge  trewe 

pr^hynge  of  }e  gospel,  laste  here  pride,  coueitise  &  ypocrisie 

•  Tp.  188  Ma]     ^  knowen.     J?e  sixe*  &  twentij^e,  *J?at  Jei  pursuen  not  crist 

^"^^'  in  his  membris  for  trewe  pr«;hynge  of  holy  writt  &  trewe 

Not  to  persecute  ,  «  .     . 

true  preaohera.  schewynge  of  synne  to  ]?e  peple,  &  of  an^tcnst  &  his  clerkis, 
bi  prophecie  of  ihu  crist  &  his  apostlis,  pleynly  taujt  & 

1  hym  X.  *  8i>e  X. 
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comaundid  of  god  to  be  tan^t  trewelj  &  opynly  to  his  peple. 

]7e  seaene  &  twentij^e,  }at  }ei  blyndyn  not  }e  kyng  &  lordis  xxvii. 

bi  ypocrisie  &  false  lesyngis  to  meyntene  wrong  ordynaunce 

of  synfdl^men  for  pride  &  coueitise,  ajenst  goddis  lawe  &  here  ' 

owene  profit  &  helpe  of  }e  comyns.    j^e  eijte  &  twentije,  xxvni. 

hat  bei  approprien  not  parische  chirchis  to  ouer  riche  houses  NottoapproprUte 

parish   ohurohea 

bi  false  sngestions  &  symonye,  &  putten  J?ere  an  ydiot,  &  andputininoom- 

jeuen  hym  to  litel  liflode  &  taken  alle  ]?e  profite  to  hem  self, 

&  letten  goode  curatis  of  here  liflode  &  trewe  techynge  of 

cristene  peple  &  helpe  of  pore  men  in  ^  parischis  &  goddis 

B^uyce  &  holdywge  vp  of  Je  chirchis  i»  hilynge  &  bokis  & 

o]^sre  omamentis.    ]7e  nyne  and  tweatij^e,  j^ot  ^ei  procuren  not  xxix. 

children  to  here  religion  bi  sikymesse  of  worldly  lordischipe  Not  to  sednoe 

&  wombe  ioie  &  ydelnesse,  &  Jeanne  make  hem  bi  profession  their  order  by 

bynde  he»i  to  grett  pou^  &  to  be  dede  to  worldly  myrj^e  & 

likynge;  si]?  }o  J^at  comen  more  to  J^es  religions  for  pride, 

coueitise,  sikyrnesse  of  bodily  welfare  ]?.an  for  lone  of  meke- 

nesse  to  lyue  in  pou^rt  &  discret  abstynence  &  penaunce,  ben 

cursed  &  symonyentis  i«  fe  entre.     J^e  JrittiJ^e,   }at  j^es  xxx. 

mendynauntis  disceyuen  not  children  bi  lesyngis  &  ypocrisie 

&  biheste  of  worldly  honour  &  welfare  as  wel  as  gret  pr^latis 

&  bischopis  to  come  &  lyue  herby  in  here  priuat  secte, 

preisynge  it  more  J^an  }e  noble  &  free  religion  maad  &  kept 

of  ihu  crist  &  his  apostlis.     >e  on  &  brittibe,  bat  bei  stolen  xxxi. 

^     .  ,  ,.1,  «  -^   ,    /       ,  Not  to  kidnap 

not  nche  menntM  children  &  pore,  &  leden  hem  to  ferre  ehudren. 
centres  fro  here  frendis  &  holde  hem  does  til  j^ei  ben  professid 
a^enst  here  wille,  &  ]?an  suffire  heffi  not  to  goo  out  ]70U}  ^i 
ben  vnable  to  kepe  j^is  religion;  si]?  ]?ei  sillen  in  a  man^e 
]?es  children  to  j^is  priuat  ordre  for  worschipe  &  worldly 
wynnyng  &  constreyne  hem  to  here  dampnacion.     j^e  two  xxxii 
&  >ritti>e,  >«t  >ei  sonde  not  gold  out  of  >e  rewme  in-to  Nottoiendmowy 
aliens  hondis  for  to  gete  priuylegies  &  dispensacions  ajenst  aSm'^to^bay^dSl 
>e»  poyntis  of  here  reule  jif  it  be  resonable  &  profitable,  &  SS?^^  ^'^ 
}if  it  be  Tniesonable  &  ynprofitable  late  no  man  bynde  hym 

1  &  X.  '  omitted  AA. 
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^er-io ;  But  lyue  frely  vnder  clene  religion  J?at  onst  maade 

XXXIII.  in  whiche  may  noon  errowr  be.  }q  }Te  &  )7rittiJ?e,  }aty  sip 
be  robj2t'to  Sc  ^^^  preisen  so  mochil  obedience  maad  to  man,  ^at  Jei  ben 
biBhops  and  the  ^q^  exempt  fro  obedience  to  bischopis  &  to  ]7e  oomyn  lawe 

XXXIV.  boJ?e  of  }e  chirche  &  of  J^e  lond.  J^e  foure  &  J^rittij^e,  ^at 
SoL^iom^the  ^^^  Jd^n  not  a  pencion  of  moche  gold  to  J^e  pope  for  to  be 
pope.  exempt  iro  yisitacions  of  bischopis  &  iust  correccion,  si]?  ^ei 
•  [p.  189  MS.]     holden  *manntM  obedience  so  medful,  last  herby  }ei  waxen 

rotyn  in  synne  &  ]?e  ordynaries  doren  not  amende  hem  bi 
forme  of  }e  gospel  for  J^es  weiward  exempcions,  si]?  robert 

orosted.  grosted  clepi]?  siche  exempcion  ]7e  deuelis  nettis.     ^]?e  fyue 

&  ^nttipey  si]?  it  is  a  grete  sentence  of  ]?e  chirche  }at  who 
eu^re  do^  a^enst  ]?e  ri^tful  wille  of  a  dede  man  is  cursed, 
late  it  be  enquired  where  ]?e8  religious,  myspendynge  here 
goodis  in  pompe  &  worldly  plees  &  newe  purchasynge,  & 

ThAtfheyshonid  leuvnge  1?e  noumbro  of  prdstis  &  helpynge  of  pore  men,  aaenst 

be  made  to  keep,      "^   f    ^,        .         .„       L        .  .      ,      .        ^    ,. 

tbeir    founder's  here  foundouHs  wule,  &  getynge  pnuylegies  &  dispensynge 

ajenst  here  reulis  maad  of  holy  men  as  j'ei  seyn,  where  ]?ei 

ben  ctirsed  or  not ;  &  ;if  }ei  ben  late  alle  men  helpe  &  make 

hem  kepe  ]>e  friste  rijtful  wille  of  here*  foundowr  &  patxon. 

xxxYi.  ]?e  sixe  &  ]'ritti]7e,  ]?at  ]?ei  make  not  enuye,  strif  &  plee 

Not    to    make  bitwixe  curatls  &  hem  and*  bitwixe  curatis  &  here  sugetis 

quarrels  between  i        .  »  /.      .  i 

ouratee  and  their  for  here  priuelevgies  of  confession  &  sepulture  &  mortuaries 

parishioners.  r  .^o  c 

xxxYU.  &  false  lesyngis  makynge.     ]?e  seuene  &  }rM}e,  ]?at  ]?ei 

norischen  not  men  &  wommen  in  lecherie,  in  wrong  disceit  of 
fals  chaffarynge  &  extorcion  doynge,  lettynge  yerrey  lesti- 
tudon  of  euyl  goten  goodis  &  )e  schame  of  grete  synneiis  jif 
]?ei  were  schryue  at  here  owene  curatis,  for  to  haue  ]?art  of 
]?is'  robberie,  &  make  worldly  festis  &  wast  houses  ajenst 
here  pou^  &  profession,  bi  oolour  of  trentalis  &  longe 
xxxviii.  preieris  in  sijtte  of  men.  ]?e  eijte  &  ]?ritti]?e,  ]?at  ]?ei  ben 
Not  to  get  into  not  in  lordis  courtis  reuleris  of  here  householdis  &  worldly 

ladies^  company 

under   pretence  officis,  &  to  homly  wi]?  gentil  wymmen  bi  colour  of  fisik,  for 

of  dootonng* 

drede  of  sclaundrynge  &  mysdoynge,  si]?  ]?ei  lyuen  in  reste  & 
1  omitted  X.  >  omitted  X.  >  his  X. 
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welfare  of  body  &  ben  jonge  &  stronge  of  complexion,  & 

sathanas  is  redi  to  tempte  hem.     %}e  nyne  &  ]7ritti]7e,  }at  xxxix. 

hei  Btudien  bisily  holy  writt  &  techen  it  more  >an  veyn  To  study  holy 

...  WW  X  w      .^^^  rather  than 

Bophistrie  &  astronomye  &  more  ]?an  }e  popis  decretalis  &  astroDomy. 
fablis  &  cronyclis ;   si]'  }at  it  ^  is  best  &  most  nedefiil  &  }ei 
han  grete  wittes  of  kynde  &  grete  leiser  to  studien  j^us.    J'e ' 
forti]7]7e,  )at  ]?ei  ben  not  maad  bischopis  of  hej^ene  men  &  xl. 
sweren  to  goo  l^ider  &  conuerte  hem,  &  Jeanne  meyntened  BUhopsrii 
to  be  snffragans  &  sellen  sacramentis  &  robben  J7e  peple 
&  maken  hem  hane  goddis  cars  for  here  money.    }e  on  &  xu. 
fearti]?e,   ^at  j^es  newe    religious    blasphemen  not  god  in  Nottoezoommn- 
holdynge  a  pr^t  of  here  ordre  apostata  &  cursed  jif  he  lyue  ?rtthdraw**frl)m 
among  cristene  peple  where  he  ha.}  resonable  euydence  to 
profit  most  hi  good  ensaumple  of  holy  lif  &.  trewe  &  free 
preohynge   wi]7-oute    flaterynge    &    beggynge    &    lesyngis 
sewynge.     ^  Je  two  &  fourtibe,  "bat  hei  blasphemen  not  god,  xlh. 

_  t «  -1  ^®^  ^  pretend  to 

takynge  vp-on  hem  self  knowynge  approprid  to  god,  }at  J?is  knowledge  whJoh 

iprest  coueiti)?  fredont  of  }e  *  gospel  for  his  else  &  lustis  in  5J"^J^„g, 

synne  of  bodi;   }at  ]ds  child  schal  betre  s^rue  god  in  ]>is 

newe  ordre  than  in  dene  ordre  }at  crist  maade;  }at  it  is 

betre  to  begge  of  pore  men  &  do  aftir  o  foolis  styrynge  J^an 

do  nwroy  to  cristene  soulis  aftir  stirynge  of  god.    J^e  J^re  &  xliil 

fourti]?e,  }at  ^ei  preise  not  more  obedience  to  synful  men  bi  Jj3^**},/*tjJJj 

synguler  profession,  not  ensaumplid>  of  crist  &  his  apostlis,  JJ^  w*^^* 

J^an  medful  obedience  of  children  to  fadir  &  modir  &  of 

Stfruauntis  to  here  lordis  &  maistris ;  si]>  god  techi]?  &  com- 

aunde  fis  obedience  &  j^e  merit  ^er-ot,  last  manntM  folic  be 

heijed  more  ]?an  goddis  ordynaunce.     }e  laste,  }at  alle  derkis  xliy. 

of  religion  &  oj^^re  examynen  wel  whiche  is  }e  beste  ordre 

for  pr^stis,  where  it  be  possessioneris  ordre  or  mendynauntis 

or  ellis  }e  mene  }at  crist  made  &  kepte  &  his  apostlis  alle ; 

}at  is  pr^thod  bi  fredom  &  clennesse  of  cristis  reule  in  }e 

gospel.    &  late  alle  prratis  kepe  }e  beste  &  leae  }e  lesse  profit. 

god  for  ids'  endeles  m^cy  brynge  alle  pr^tis  her-to  &  make 

lordis  &  comyns  to  constreyne  hem  to  }ia.    Amen. 

1  omitted  AA.  *  ensaamplis  in  both  M3S.  *  omitted  X. 
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XV. 

OF   SERVANTS   AND   LORDS. 

I  HATE  little  doubt  of  the  authenticity  of  this  tract,  or  of  the  date  to 
which  we  ought  to  assign  it.  It  was  written  soon  after  the  "Wat  Tyler 
riots,  when  Wyclif  and  his  followers  were  discredited  by  a  supposed 
complicity  with  John  Ball  (cf.  Wals.  II.  33).  The  indignant  disclaiming 
of  Socialist  doctrine  is  fearlessly  combined  with  denunciation  of  the 
oppressions  committed  by  the  rich.  The  complaint  that  "lords  strive  with 
their  tenants  to  bring  them  into  thraldom  more  than  they  should  by  reason 
and  charity  "  (p.  234),  is  a  proof,  if  one  were  needed,  of  the  kind  of  in- 
justice which  led  to  the  revolt.  The  author  had  lived  among  the  poor 
and  been  an  eye-witness  of  oppression,  or  he  would  not  have  insisted 
with  such  force  on  the  need  of  the  lord's  presence  to  control  the  extortions 
of  his  steward  (p.  240),  nor  should  we  have  had  the  touch  of  the  white 
(tally)  sticks,  wliich  the  poor  were  made  to  accept  for  their  goods  (p.  233). 

The  distinction  between  refusing  tithes  to  wicked  priests  and  withhold- 
ing dues  from  wicked  lords  or  creditors,  is  clearly  stated  on  pp.  229-230. 

Copied  from  the  Corpus  MS.  X.  and  collated  with  the  Dublin  MS.  AA. 
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Of  s^niauntis  &  lordis  hou  echo  schal  kepe  his  degree. 

First,  s^roauntis  schullen  trewelj  &  gladly  s^ue  to  here  Datyofsermits. 

lordis  or  maistris  &  not  be  fals  ne  idel  ne  grucchynge  ne 

heuey  in  here  s^ayce  doynge,  but  holde  hem  paied  of  J?e 

staat  of  s^aauntis,  ifi  whiche  god  ha]?  ordeyned  hem  for  here 

beste  to  holde  hem  i»  mekenesse  ajenst  pride,  &  besi  traueile 

a^enst  ydelnesse  &  slonj^e.    for  seynt  poul  biddij?  ]?at  jif  ]70U  i  cor.  tu.  [21.] 

be  depid  a  s^ruaurat,  recke  ]h)u  not  J^er-of ;  }at  is  to  seie  be 

not  gmcchynge  ne  beny  J^^rfore.     ^  Also  pool  techi]?  }us :  '^  |e  Ephes.  ti.  [5. 

s^uauntis  obeisohe  to  fleschly  lordis  wi]'  drede  &  quakynge 

or  tremelynge,  in  sympilnesse  of  ^oure  herte,  as  to  crist;  not 

B^uynge  at  }e  ei^e,  as  plesynge  to  men,  but  as  •s^ruauntis  of 

crist,   doynge  Jto  wille  of  god  of  herte,  wi}  goode  wille 

s^ruynge  as  to  j^e  lord  of  alle  lordis  &  not  to  men ;  wittynge 

}at  ecbe  man  what  eu^re  good  ]?ing  be  do  schal  resceyue  }dt 

of  }e  lord,  be  he  s^ruaunt  or  bonde  or  free  man ; ''  }?at  is  to 

seie  reward  of  god  for  ^at  good  doynge.     %  Also  poul  techi]?  Coi.  m.  [22.] 

ytts  s^ruauntis ;  ^'obeche,  ^  s^ruauntis,  bi  alle  J^ingis  to  fleschly 

lordis.     what  ^ing  eu^e  je  don  worche  je  of  herte,  ]7at  is 

wisdom  &  wille,  as  to  ]?e  lord  &  not  to  men,  witynge  }at  of 

^  lord  }e  ^  Bchulle  take '  retribucion,  ]^at  is  mede  or  reward, 

of  heritage  in  heuene.     s^rue  je  to  ^e  lord  crist ;  for  who  }at 

do]?  wrong  or  iniurye  schal  resceyue  }at  ]»ing  ^at  he  ha]? 

wickydly  don,  &  anemptis  god  is  not  accepcion  or  takynge 

of  p^rsouys.''    }at  is  0  man  schal  not  be  sparid  in  goddis  dom 

for  his  richessis  or  lordschipis  or  hei^  blood,  &  a  pore  man 

be  ponyschid  for  a  litel  trespas,  as  men  don  in  ]?is  wickid 

world,  but  echo  man  schal  be  ponyschid  aft^r  bis  owene  gilte, 

&  *eche  man  rewardid  afk^  his  owene  goode  lif.    but  here  ]?e  •[?.  191  ms.] 

fend  moueb  summe  men  to  seie  ]?at  cristene  men  schullen  not  False  sodaiist 

be  Bdruauntis  or  prams  to  ne]?ene  lordis,  sij'  pei  ben  false  to 

god  &  lasse  wor]?y  ]7an  cristene  men ;  neiper  to  cristene  lordis, 

for  ^ei  ben  bre]?tfren  in  kynde,  &  ihu  crist  bou^te  cristene 

1  he  X.  *  omitted  Z. 
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men  on  )e  orois  &  made  bem  fre ;  but  a^enst  ^ia  berede  ponl 

1  Tim.  yi.  [1.]  writij?  }ut  in^  goddis  la  we :  "  wbat  kynne  6^aaa»tis  ben  yndw 
500k  of  Bdruage  deme  j^ei  bere  lordis  wor]d  alle  manure 
bonour  or  worecbipe,  }at  }e  name  &  tecbynge  of  Je  lord 
be  not  blaspbemyd,"  ^at  is,  bolden  wrongful  &  dispified ;  & 
yis  word  is  vndirstonden  of  be]»ene  lordis.  '^  but  ^o  s^ruauntis 
J?at  ban  trewe  or  cristene  lordis,  dispise  J?ei  not  to  s^ue  bem 
for  J?at  J?ei  ben  brej^^ren  boJ?e  in  kynde  &  i»  feij?,  but  more 
B^rue  }ei  for  )«  lordis  ben  cristene  &  louyd,  Je  wbicbe  ben 
partyneris  of  good  dede.  tecbe  J70U  ^es  j^ingis,"  sei]?  poul  to 
biscbop  tbymotbe,  "  boj^e  to  men  ]?at  ben  ynlemed.  And  stire 
men  }at  ben  lemed  &  necligent  in  doynge.  jif  ony  man 
tecbij  oj?^  wise,  &  accordi]?  not  to  }?e  boole  wordis  of  oure 
lord  ibu  crist  &  to  }at  lore  }at  is  aft^  pitee,  be  is  proude, 
no  }ing  kunnynge,  but  weilynge  or  languyscbynge  aboute 
quesiiouns  &  fi^ttynge  of  wordis,  of  wbicbe  ben  gendred 
enuyes'  st[r]yues  &  blaspbemes,  }at  ben  dispisyngis  of  god, 
euyl  suspescions  &  fijttyngis  to-gedre  of  men  J'at  ben  corupt 

Titwu.  [8  10.]  in  berte  or  soule,  }at  ben  priued  fro  treuj^e."  ^Also  pool 
teohip  )at  generaly  cristene  men  &  wymmen  scbullen  be  so 
boly  of  lif,  }at  men  out  of  bileue  be  ascbamed  &  baue  noon 
euyl  to  seie  of  cristene  men,  &  cbargi]?  s^ruauntis  to  be  suget, 
or  ynderlout,'  to  bere  lordis,  &  plesynge  in  alle  J'ingis,  & 
not  a^en  seiynge,  not  doynge  fraude,  but  in  alle  ^ingis 
scbewynge  good  feij?  or  fidelite  or  treuj?e,  to  worscbipe,  or  to 
make  fair  in  alle  jringis  )e  tecbynge  of  god  oure  saueour. 

1  Peter  iii.  [16.]  And  ]7^ore  tecbi]?  petir  ]7at  crtstene  men  scbullen  baue  so 
good  conscience  &  so  good  lif  }at  enemys  of  oure  fei]?  ]7tft 
bakbiten  or  myspeken  of  ys  ben  confounded,  &  also  ]?ei  }at 
falsly  cbalengen  oure  goode  lif  in  crist  be  stoppid ;  &  petir 

1  Peter  u.  [12.]  speki]?  more  pleynly  of  j^is  matir,  &  comaundi]?  cristene  men 
to  baue  goode  lyuynge  amonge  bej^ene  men,  )at  in  }ai  J^ing 
}at  }ei  myspeken  of  vs,  as  of  mysdoeris,  }at  ]?ei  beholden 
&  see  YS  of  oure  goode  werkis,  &  glorifie  god  in  }e  tyme  of 

^  &X,  *  enemyes  X.  *  under  lout  X 
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▼isitaoion.     %  Bat  nt  summe  men  bat  ben  out  of  oharite  Somemoiimimte 

Bclanndren  pore  prratis  wi)?  Jis  errour,  ]?at  Mraaiintis  or  ^fibingttopoor 

tenauntis  may  lawefnlly  wij^holde  rentis  &  wruyce^  fro  here 

lordis  whanne  lordis  ben  opynly  wickid  in  here  lyuynge.    & 

jwi  maken  Jis  fialse  *le8yngiB  vpon  pore  prmtis  to  make  lordis  •[?•  i®*  ^"1 

to  hate  hem,  &  not  to  meyntene  txerxpe  of  goddis  lawe  )at 

Jei  techen  opynly  for  worschipe  of  god  &  profit  of*  Je  reume 

and  stablynge  of  )e  kyngis  pouer  &'  distroynge  of  synne. 

for  l^es  pore  prratis  distroien  most  bi  goddis  lawe  rebelte  of 

saraauntis  a^enst  lordis,  &  charge  s^uauntis  to  be  snget  ]?ou) 

lordis  bi  tirauntis,  for  seynt  petir  techij?  }ui  :    ^'Be  ye  wr-  ^  Pet«tt-  Cw-l 

nauntis  suget  to  lordis  in  alle  man^e  of*  drede,  not  only  to 

goode  lordis  &  bonere,'  but  also  to  tirauntis,  or  siche  }at 

drawen  fro  goddis  scole."     for,  as  seynt  poul  seij>,  echo  ^""^  *"*•[!•] 

man  owi]?  to  be  suget  to  heijere  potestatis,  }at  is  to  men 

of  heije  power,  for  ]^r  is  no  power  but  of  god ;  &  so  he  ^at 

a^enstondi]?  power,  stondi]?   ajenst  J?e  ordynaunce  of  god ; 

but  }ei  }at  a^nstonden  geten  to  hem  self  dampnacion.     & 

^fore  poul  biddij?  )at  we  be  suget  to  princes  bi  node,  &  not 

only  for  wraj?]7e  but  also  for  conscience ;  &  J^^-fore  we  paien 

tributis  to  princis,  for  }ei  ben  mynystris  of  god;  &  poul 

biddi]?  vs  paie  dettis  to  alle  men,  tribut  to  hym  ^at  we  owen 

tribut,  &  so  of  tallage  for  ^ingis  boren  aboute  in  lend,  &  so 

drede  &  also  worschipe  or  honour.    &  }us  s^ruauntis  schulden 

tarewely  &  wilfuUy  s^uen  lordis  &  here  maistris,  &  lyue  in 

reste,  pees  &  charite,  &  stire  lordis,  J^ou}  ^i  weren  he^ne 

lordis,  to  good  cristene  fei}  &  holy  lif  bi  here  pacience  & 

opyn  trewe  lif  &  meke.   &  j^is  is  a  feyned  word  of  an^tcristis 

derkis  }?at,  jif  sugetis  may  leffully  wi]?drawe  ti)>es  &  offiyngis  To      withdnw 

fro  curatis  }at  openly  lyuen  in  lecherie  or  grete  oj^^re  synnes  Jjj»«  •«  to  ^ith- 

&  don  not  here  office,  ]»an  s^ruauntis  &  tenauntis  may  vn}- 

drawe  here  s^ruyce  &  rentis  fro  here  lordis  )at  lyuen  opynly 

a  cursed  lif.     for  to  ]?e  first  sugetis  han  ^e  auctorite  of 

goddis  lawe  &  manntM  lawe   also,   but  not  to  wi^drawe 

1  serryoes  AA.      '  on  X.      *  in  X.      *  omitted  AA.     *  hononre  X. 
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Bemjoe  &  rentis  fro  wickid  lordis ;  but  ben  chargid  of  god 
bi  petir  &  poul  to  be  j^as  suget  to  wickid  lordis ;  &  J^^ore 

Matt.  zTu.  [37.]  cnfit  paiede  for  hym  &  his  apostlis  tribut  to  ]^  hej^ene 
emp^otir.  &  we  reden  not  jfat  he  or  ony  apostle  paide  tij^es 
to  ]7e  wickid  hei^e  prtfstis  aft^  tyme  J^at  he  began  to  pr^^he. 

Horn.  xiii.  [1-7.]  ^Also  lordis  han  power  of  menntM  bodies  &  oatel  i»  resonable 
man^r,  &  temp^rale  swerd  &  worldly  power  bi  goddis  lawe 
to  compelle  men  to  do  here  s^rayce  &  paie  rentis,  but  bi  j^e 
gospel  &  cristis  lif  &  his  apostlis,  prmtis  han  not  siche  power 
to  constreyne  men  to  paie  hem  dymes,  &  principaly  whanne 
]?ei  don  not  here  gostly  office,  but  barmen  here  sugetis  in  fals 
techynge  &  euyl  ensaumple  of  lif.  but  }ovlj  }ei  deden  wele 
here  office  &  men  wolden  not  paie  dymes,  ]?ei  schulden  suffren 

Luke  ix.  [55.]     mekely  &  not  curse,  as  ihu  crist  dide. 

Thedutyofiorda.     See  we  now  hou  lordis  schulden  lyue  in  here  astaat.    first, 

•[p.  198  MS.]  J^ei  *  schulden  knowe  goddis  lawe  &  studie  it  &  meyntene  it, 
&  distroie  wrong  &  meyntene  pore  men  in  here  rijt  to  lyue 
in  reste,  pees  &  charite,  &  suffre  no^  men  vnd^  colour  of  hem 
to  do  extorcions,  bete  men,  &  holde  pore  men  out  of  rijt  bi 
streng]?6  of  lordischipis.     ^For  ^ns  speki]?  holy  writt  in  j^e 

Deut  zTii.  [16.]  fifte '  bok  of  goddis  lawe ;  ^'  whanne  ]?e  kyng  is  ordeyned  bi 
]7e  chesynge  of  god  &  of  his  peple,  he  schal  not  multiplie  to 
hym  self  many  hors,  he  schal  not  haue  many  wyues  to  drawe 
his  herte  to  lustis,  &  he  schal  not  haue  oute  of  mesure  grete 
wei^ttis  of  siluer  &  gold,  but  aft^  }at  he  schal  sitte  in  sege 
of  his  regno,  he  schal  writte  to  him  ]?e  bok  of  goddis  lawe  in 
a  volym,  takynge  ensaumplerie  of  prratis  of  }e  kynrede  of 
leuy,  &  haue  it  wij^  him,  &  he  schal  rede  }at  alle  j^e  daies 
of  his  lif,  ^at  he  kunne  drede  ^e  lord  his  god  &  kepe  his 
wordis,  ]7e  whiche  ben  comaundid  in  ]^  lawe,  &  his  herte 
schal  not  be  lift  yp  in-to  pride  vpon  his  brej'^en,  &  he  schal 
not  croke  in-to  }«  ri^tte  side  ne  in-to  }e  left  side,  ]?at  he  & 
his  children  regno  long  tyme  vpon  Israel."     ^Also  kyngis  & 

To  seek  wisdom,  lordis  schuldo  aze  of  god,  bi  gret  desir  &  holy  lif,  wisdom  of 

1  not  X,  *  fint  AA. 
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heuenely  J^ingis  &  kunnynge  of  erj^ely  jnDgis  to  renle  goddis 

peple  biy  &  not  lichessis,  ne  worldly  substaunces,^  ne  worldly 

gloiie,  ne  ynresonable  vengannces  of  here  enemys,  ne  long 

lif  in  ]?i8  world,  as  kyng  samon'  dede,  &  J^^rfore  god  jaf  him 

wisdom  of  henenely  J^ingis  &  of  erj^ely  J^ingis  &  richessis  & 

substaunce  &  glorie,  )at  neu^re  kyng  bi-fore  hadde  so  moche 

ne  aftir«     ^Also  so'  kyngis  &  lordis  schulden  be  cloj^id  wi}  Jobzxix.  [14, 

rijtwisnesse  &  rijtful  dom  as  wip  a  diademe,  &  be  eije  to  a 

blynd  man  &  foot  to  J^e  crokid  or  haltynge,  &  be  fadir  of 

pore  men,  &  wi]'  most  diligence  sike  }e  canse  }at  ^i  knowe 

not,  &  defonle  &  distroie  ^e  power  of  a  wickid  man,  &  take 

a^wey  }e  prey  out  of  his  tee);  &  wbanne  J^ei  sitten  as  kyngis* 

&  compaynes  stonden  aboute  }ei  schulden  [be]  oonfortours 

of  momynge  men  &  men  fdl  of  myscheyf,  &  delynere  pore 

men  criynge,  &  ftulirles  children  &  moderles  }at  ban  noon 

helpe,  &  so  bane  blyssynge  of  him  yat  was  in  poynt  to 

perische,  &  oonforte  )e  widwis  herte.   }eB  goodnessis  &  many 

moo  Tsed  ^e  holy  kyng  iob,  &  ben  in  holy  writt  for  ensaumple 

of  kyngis  &  lordis.     Also  god  him  self  eei^  bi  ieromye  }at  jerem.  xzu.  3. 5. 

he  schal  take  vengannce  on  hem  ^at  demedeo  not  ri^thfnlly 

ye  cause'  of  widwe,  }e  cause  of  fadirles  &  modirles,  &  ]?e  cause 

of  pore  men.    Also  god  hym  self  sei]?*  by  ysaie,  }at  princes  isoUth  i.  [lo.] 

schullen  cesse  to  don  euele  &  leme  to  do  wel,  &  seke  dom, 

&  helpe  men  oppr^ssid  wrongly,  &  jeue  dom  to  fadirles  & 

modirles,  &  meyntene  ^e  widwe,  &  come  &  reproue  him ;  "pat 

is  to  seie,  but  ^if  he  J^an  helpe  hem.    &  J^^rfore  sei]?  holy  writt  prov.  xz.  [28.] 

}at  m&rej  &  trewj^e  kept  of  kyngis,  &  his  trone  is  maade 

strong  bi  mekenesse  *  &  m^cy,  &  }e  kyng  pat  sitti]?  in  sete  of  •[p.  194  ms.] 

dom  distroie]?  alle  euyl  in  his  lokynge,  &  so  it  plesi]?  more  to 

god  to  do  n^rcy  &  dom  j^an  to  do  sacrifices ;  &  J^us  salamon  Px^y.  ut.  5. 

Beip,  pat  pei  }at  don  wickedly  ben  abhominable  to  }e  kyng, 

for  his  sete  is  maade  stable  bi  ri^twisnesse ;  &  }ub  sei]?  dauid,  piaim  xoiz.  4. 

pat  pe  honour  of  Jto  kyng  loue]?  dom ;  &  for  pe  rijtful  &  witti 

dom  pat  salamon  dide  bitwixen  tweie  cotnyn  wymmen,  alle 

1  rastenaonces  X.  '  salamon  AA.  '  omitted  X, 
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Rom.  xiii.  [3.]  J^e  lond  of  Israel  drede  hym.  &  ^erfove  techi>  poul  >flt 
princes  ben  not  to  drede  of  good  werk  but  of  ettyl,  &  a  man 
sette  in  grete  power  beri^  not  wi]^-oate  grete  oause  }e  swerd, 
}at  is  worldly  power,  for  he  is  a  mynystre  of  god  to  do 

1  Peter  ii.  [13.]  Tengaonce  to  him  ^at  do}  euyle.  &  seynt  petir  techi]^ 
gen^aly  cristene  men  to  be  snget  to  eohe  man  for  god,  &  to 
}e  kyng  as  to  sotiereyn  bifore  oj^^re,  &  to  dukis  as  seynt  of 
}e  kyng^  to  yengannce  of   mysdedis   or  mysdoeris  &  to 

Col.  iT.  [1.]  '  preisynge'  of  goode  dedis  or  goode  doeris.  ^  Also  poul  techi]^ 
lordis  yus:  *'  fe  lordis,  ^ue  to  stfrnauntis  "pat  ]?ing  }at  is  rijtful 
&  equite  &  euene,  witynge  J^at  je  also  ban  a  lord  in  beaene." 

£pheiiAiuTL[9.]  also  pool  BBip  in  a-pistel  of  epbesyns:  **&  fe  lordis,  do  to 
B^mauntis  }^  same  Jdngis,  pat  is  goode  li^twisnesse  &  eqnyte 
of  berte,  Ik  wi]^  goode  wille,  for^euynge  manasse;  witynge 
^at  bo]^e  joure  lord  &  hem  is  in  heuenes,  &'  accepcioon^  of 
p^rsones  is  notanemptis  god;"  pat  is,  god  sparet  not  for 
richesse  ne  lordischipe  ne  worldly  frendiscbipe  to  ponyscbe 
synnes,  &  sparet  not  for  poa^rte  to  rewarde  good  lyuynge  of 
pore  s^uauntis. 

^Si^  piB  is  pe  office  of  kyngis  &  lordis,  to  venge  ]^as  synnys  &  to 
preise  &  rewarde  goode  dedis,  jif  lordis  leuen  piB  office,  &  meyn- 
tenen  sycful  men  &  wrong  doeris,  &  helpen  not  pore  men  in  here 
rift,  ]^i  may  drede  pat  here  kyngdom  &  lordiscbipis  schallen  be 

Eoeiiu  z.  [8.]  translated  in-to  ano^^  folk,  as  pe  wyse  man  sei]? :  *'  a  kyngdom 
is'  trtfnslated  from  o  peple  in-to  aaoper  for  ynriftwisnesse,  & 
iniuries  or  wrongis,  &  contekis  or  debatis,  &  for  dyn^rse  gilee 
or  disceitis."  for  men  dreden '  pat  ▼nriftwisnesse  ajenst  god 
regno]?  in  cure  lond;  for  men  dreden  more  to  displese  aa 
erpelj  dedly  wrecche  for  lesynge  of  worldly  frendisohipe  ^n  to 
displese  god  almy^tty  &  to  lose  his  moste  blissed  frendischipe ; 
&  loue  more  to  p^orme  a  wrong  oomanndement  of  proude 
luciferis  children  ]?an  to  p^orme  pe  moste  riftful  oomannde- 
ment of  god,  pat  is  esy  &  sikirere;  &  louen  more  a  litel 
stynkynge  drit  of  worldly  goodis  J^an  JToi  loaen  pe  blisse  of 

*  lyng  X.  •  preiynge  X.  •  in  X. 
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heuene;    for  many  men  maken  hem  more  bisy  to  geten 
worldly  muk  j^an  to  geten  v^tues  &  holy  lif,  &  maken  more 
aorowe  whanne  )ei  fallen  firo  worldly  catel  m-to  pou^rte  j^aii 
whanne  }ei  fallyn  fro  grace  &  charite  &  oj^^re  v^tues  in-to 
many  orble^  synnys.    Also  men  *louen  more  to  venge  wrongia  JEp-  i95  ms.] 
&  dispites  don  to  here  owene  p^rsonys  or  lordischipis  ]?an  to  reyengi^ 
Tenge  wronggis  or  dispitis  don  ajenat  J^e  mageste  of  god 
almy^tty ;  aa  }if  a  man  speke  a  word  of  litel  reprof  or  vilonye 
of  a  lord  or  a  grete  man  of  yis  world  he  sdial  be  pursued  & 
peyned  'per-foie  }at  alle  }e  world  or   many  men  schullen 
wond^e  vpon  hym,  but  fif  men  spoken  falsnesse  bi  oure  god, 
Beiynge  }at  cn'st  beggede^  as  men  don  now  nedles,  or  dispisen  rrian, 
his  name  bi  cursid  swerynge,  or  speken  vilonye  of  lecherie  sweuing. 
or  of  o^ere  foule  synnys  to  foule  oristene  soulis  ]^^bi,  ^ei  ben 
not  pursued  ne  hurlid  out,  but  chirischid  &  holde  goode 
felawisy  &  summe  jit  ben  holden  holy  men,  for  goddis  lawe 
is  not  knowen  &  here  ypocrisie  is  jit  hid,  &  j'us  Tnrijtwis- 
nesse  regno)?  ypon  many  sidis. 

iniuries  or  wrongis  ben  don  to  pore  men  many  weies ;  wrongs  of  poor 
for  pr^lads  techen  hem  not  treuely  goddis  lawe,  neiper 
in  word  ne  ensaumple  of  holy  lif,  &  jit  }ei  cursen  faste 
for  here  dymes  &  offryngis  of  pore  men,  whanne  J^ei 
schulden  raj^^e  jeue  hem  worldly  goodis  j^an  take  of 
hem ;  for  pr^latis  wasten  in  pride,  glotonye,'  worldly  plees  ^!Ji*edne88  of 
&  grete  festis  of  lordis  and  riche  men  j^e  tresor  of  pore  men, 
}e  while  j^ei  ben  in  moche  peyne  &  wrecchidnesse  in  bodi 
&  soule;  &  jit  pr^latis  wolen  not  do  sacromentis  &  here 
gostly  office  to  here  sugetis,  as  halwynge  of  chirchis  and 
auteris  &  chirchejerdis  &  oj^^re  omementis,  but*  jif  men  bien 
hem  for  moche  money;  &  J?anne  comynly  J^e  biere  &  ]?e 
sellere  ben  cursed  of  god.     also  lordis  many  tymes  don  Lords  do  ^ong 

•  f      »>  to  the  poor. 

wrongis  to  pore  men  bi  extorscions  &  Turesonable  m^cy- 

mentis  &  vnresonable  taxis,  &  taken  pore  menntM  goodis  Take  their  goods 

'  -^  °  end    pay    them 

&  paien  not  ^^erfore  but  white  stickis,  &  dispisen  hem  &  ^^^  uuy-eticks. 

>  orrible  AA.  *  begge  X. 
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manafisen  hem  &  samtyme  beten  hem  whanne  ]^  azen  here 
peje.  &  }tts  lordis  deuouren  pore  mennti«  goodie  in  glotonye 
&  wast  &  pride,  &  J^ei  pmschen  for  myschief,  &^  hangur  & 
}nBt  &  colde,  &  J^ere  children  also ;  &  }if  here  rente  be  not 
redily  paied  here  bestis  ben  stressid  &  J^ei  J^ursned  wi]H)uten 
m^rcy,  J^ouj  ]?ei  be  neu^re  so  pore  &  nedi  &  ou^rchargid  wi^ 
age,  febilDesse  &  loos  of  catel  &  yri^  many  children.  & 
jit  lordis  wolen  not  mekely  here  a  pore  manniM  canse  & 
helpe  hym  in  his  rijte,  but  snffire  sisouris  of  centre  to  distroie 
hem,  but  raj^^re  wy^holden  pore  men  here  hire,  for  whiche 
}ei  han  spendid  here  fleisch  &  here  blood.  &  so  in  a  manere 
}ei  eten  &  drynken  pore  menniM  fleisch  &  blood  &  ben 
manquelleris,  as  god  pleyne]?  bi  his  prophetis.     where-fore 

Isaiah  i.  [15. 2S.]  god  sei]?  hi  j^e  pn>phete  ysaie,  }at  siche  lordis  ben  felawis  of 
J^euys  &  here  hondis  ben  ful  of  blood,  &  j^^rfore  whanne  J^ei 

•[p.  196  MS.]  preien  many  preieris  bi  mouj?  &  holden  yp  *here  hondis,  god 
wole  not  here  hem  ne  resceyue  here  of&yngis  }at  ben  wrong- 
fally  geten  of  pore  menntM  goodis  bi  extoroions  &  raueyne 
&  robberie.     &  jit  men  of  lawe,  )at  schulden  distroie  siche 

Wrongs  done  by  falsnesse  bi  here  offices  &  don  eche  man  rijt  &  reson,'  meyn- 
tenen  wrong  for  money  &  fees  &  robis,  &  forbaren  pore  men  fro^ 
here  rijt,  ^at  it  is  betre  to  hem  to  pursue  not  for  here  rijt,  be  it 
neu^re  so  opyn,  ^an  to  pursue  &  lese  more  catel  for  disceitis  of 
delaies  and  cauellacions  &  euele  wills  ^  ^at  J^ei  vsen;  &  J^us 
wrong  is  meyntened  &  trewj^e  &  rijt  outlawid  in  many  statis* 
^Also  stryues,  contekis  &  debatis  ben  ysed  in  cure  lond^ 
for  lordis  stryuen  wi]^  here  tenauntis  to  brynge*  hem  in 

Serfdom.  J^raldom  more  J^an  }ei  schulden  bi  reson  &  charite;   &  J^ei 

grucchen  ajen,  &  cursen  &  warien  nyjt  &  day,  &  grete  men 

Wrongs  done  at  of  J^is  world"  debateo,  &  meyntenen  debatis  at  louedaies ; 
&  who  80  may  be  strengere  wil  haue  his  wille  don,  be  it 
wrong  be  it  rijt,  &  ellis  make  debate  among  many  hundrid 
&  J^ousand  men  &  sumtyme  mauy  countres,  &  by^  sich 
debatynge  many  men  holden  grete  houses  &  grete  araies  & 

1  as  X.  *  X  inserto  &.  '  for  X.  *  willee  X. 
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nrete  costis.     &  summe  lordis.  seme  bei  nea^e  bo  holy  &  Some  lords  main- 

deuout  i»  here  preieres,  wolen  to  meyntene  name  of  here'oro«. 

lordischipe  beten  men  of  contre,  &  meyntenen  o^^re  mysdoeris 

'per-tOf  J^ou}  men  pursuen  rijt  &  reson  in  good  man^e,  &  }iB 

IB  for  falsnesse  of  a  Here  &  coueitise  &  worldly  pride.     & 

clerkis  striaen  for  holy  writt  &  seyn  bat  it  is  most  trewe  TrueoieriMttriTe 

o  •  1         .  1  •     1  •    1  •  •  '**'  Holy  Writ, 

&  best  to  renle  cristene  menntM  sonlis  bi,  but  ypocntis  seyn 
Jyfft  holy  writt  is  fals,  &  newe  la  wis  maad  of  worldly  clerkis 
ben  betre  for  cristene  men  ]?an  holy  writt,  &  J^^fore  }?ei 
studien  manntM  lawis  &  techen  hem  to  coloure  bi  here  pride  Hypocrites  study 

^  man's  law. 

&  coueitise ;  &  lenen  ]?e  gospel  &  goddis  la  we,  for  it  dampnej? 
pride  &  coueitise  of  clerkis,  &  techip  mekenesse   &  wilful 
pouMe  &  bisynesse  in  preiere  &  gostly  occupacion.    trewe  S?^J*''*****' 
clerkis  seyn  Jwit  fat  religion  &  ordre  Jat  crist,  god  &  man,  ^''der. 
maade  is  most  p^t,  most  lijt  &  most  siker  for  my^t,  wisdom 
&  charite  of  j^e  lord;  but  ypocritis  seyn  }at  newe  religion,  SwreUgtoS^ta 
founden  of  synful  men  &  gadrid  of  many  errouris,  of  foolis  &  ^^^^* 
worldly,  pronde  &  coueitise  wrecchis,  is  best;  &  J^^ore  J^ei 
leuen  cristis  religion  in  his  owene  fredom,  &  bynden'  hem  bi 
singuler  profession  to  synful  foolis.     &  jit  crist  &  his  apostlis 
tauten  neu^re  ne  vseden  siche  "profession.  &  herfore  many 
children  ben  broujt  to  siche  newe  religion  for  loue  of  worldly 
pride  &  welfare  of  body  more  Jan  for  holy  lif  to  s^rue  god  i» 
penaunce  &  clennesse  of  soule,  &  sum  ben  stolen  J^efly  fro 
here  frendis,   &  summe  bi  false  lesyngis   &   false  bihestis 
brou^  ^er-to,  &  for-J^inke  it  aft^,  &  be  not  suffred  to  tume 
to  cristis  clone  religion,  Jouj  "pel  ben  mable  to  )ia  newe 
religions  maade  of  synful  menntM  *ordynau»ce  ;   &  so  in  •[p.  197  ms.] 
summe  man^e  J^ei  ben  nedid  to  be  dampnyd  for  ypoorisie 
&  grucchynge  of  conscience,  &  leuynge  of  betre  J^ing  & 
holdynge  for]?  of  fe  worse  wyttyngly.     ^  Trewe  clerkis  seyn  Tme  clerks  set 
also  pat  cristis  lyuynge  &  his  apostlis  in  wilful  pouert,  wi]^-  a    pattern  ^f" 
outen  fals  &  nedeles  beggyng  &  whij^-outen  worldly  lordischipis, 
is  most  p^t  in  itself  &  best  for  alle  clerkis,  sip  crist  god  & 
man  chees  J^is*  lif  for  pe  beste ;  &  he  myjtte  not  erre  neiper  in 
^  bjndem  X.  >  omitted  X. 
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^ou^t  ne  in  word  ne  dede,  but  Bumme  ypocritis  seyn  ajenst 
)ia  in  worde  or  dede  or  boj^e,  }at  it  his  best  to  feyne  holy 
pouert  aftir  crist  &  hia  apostlis,  &  ^ir-wi}  lyuen  in  lastis  of 
worldly  gaynesse,  of  costy  ^  housynge  &  grete  more  ]^an  lordis 
don,  &  in  costy  doj^ing  for  ony  lord,  &  in  coat  of  mete  or 
drynke  &  makynge  of  grete  festis  of  ricbe  men.  &  J^is  lif  j^ei 
holden  vp  bi  fals  beggynge  of  pore  men,  ]?at  may  not  wel 
paie  here  rentis  to  lordis  &  here  dymes  &  ofiryngis  to  curatiB 
&  meyntene  here  wif  &  children  &  leue  out  of  dette,  trtfueile 

himJanSfc"  ^^^  neutfre  so  besily  nyjt  &  day.  &  be  )?ei  neu^re  so  pore  & 
in  grete  dette  J^es  ypocritis  ceessen  not  to  robbe  hem  bi  fals 
beggynge,  dampned  of  goddis  lawe.  o^ere  ypocritis  seyn  in 
dede  J'at  it  is  betre  for  olerkis  to  haue  worldly  rentis  & 

M  lorda."***  "*^  lordisohipis  dowid  to  hem  &  parische  chirchis  approprid  to 
hem'  bi  symonye  &  lesyngis  J^an  to  lyne  in  wilful  &  honest 

SriJS?"  P^^^t  as  <^^  &  ^^  apostHs  diden.  &  jit  >ei  reulen  not 
wele  }e  peple,  as  lordis  schulden,  but  seyn  }at  J^ei  ben  dede 
to  ]7e  world;  &'  techen  not  }e  peple  goddis  lawe  in  word  & 
ensaumple  as  pr^tis  schulden,  but  seyn  it  falle]?  not  to  hem 
to  preohe ;  &  }ei  traueile  not  for  here  Mode,  as  god  enyoyned 
adam  for  his  penaunce,  &  poul  traueiled  wij?  his  hondis  in 
nede  for  his  sustenaunce,  but  ^ei  lyuen  oomynly  in  ydelnesse 
&  glotonye  &  enuye  &  many  o^er  synnys,  &  feynen  holy- 
nesse  in  syngynge,  in  preynge  of  moxip  &  customes  maad  of 
manntM  errour,  more  J^an  in  lyuynge  aft^r  cristis  gospel.  & 
whanne  trewe  clerkis  meyntenen  here  trewe  part  bi  holy 
writt  &  reson  &  ensaumple  of  cristis  lif  &  his  apostlis,  & 
newe  ypocritis  meyntenen  here  fals  part  bi  ground  of  synful 

^^TDooritM  °^®^  *  ^^  ypocrisie  &  worldly  power  &  jiftis  of  money  & 
censures,  as  suspendynge,  cursynge  &  prisonynge,  &  Jeanne  is 
debat  &  strif  reised  at  j^e  fulle.  for  many  lordis  &  grete 
men  ben  disceyned  bi  J^e  multitude  of  ypocritis,  &  many 
blente  bi  jiftis  of  money  &  worldly  profitis  j^at  ^ei  geten  of 
^es  ypomtis,  &  summe  bi  fleschly  loue  &  worldly  frendi- 
Bchipe,  &  for  j^at  fewe  stonden  wi]^  ye  trewj^e  &  but  fewe 

I  gosUy  X,  >  omitted  X.  .  >  omitted  X. 
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lordis  or  riche  cristene  men  stonden  bi  goddis  lawe  &  profit 

of  cristene  meiiiitf«  soulis  for  to  wynne  j^e  blisse  of  heuene ; 

&  Jwfore  pore  olerkis  ben  sclaundrid  for  heretikis,  for  J^ei  Pow  !>»*»*«»«> 

seyn  }e  treu]^e  of  holy  writt,  &  hurlid  &  cursid  &  prisonyd 

&  lettid  to  pr^he  )e  gospel,  for  drede  laste  J^ei  wame  )e 

peple  after  oristis  techynge  of  }e  *  false  disoeitis  of  an^tcrist  &  •tP*  ^^  ^s.] 

bis  worldly  &  pronde  &  coneitouse  olerkis.    &  j^os  Btr[i]ae8 

ft  debatis  ben  reised  &  meyntened  in  oure  lend. 

^  Also  diu^rse  gilis  or  disceitis  &  falsnesses  rengnen  mocbe 
in  oure  lond ;  for  pr^latis  biden  ^e  gile  of  here  symonye  &  simony  in  pre- 
ypooriaie,  }at  vnnej'is  come^  ony  to  ony  grete  benefice 
jripouten  symonye,  priny  or  ap^;  &  )m  alle  pr^stis  & 
lordis  &  comyns  also  ben  enuenymed  wi]?  heresie  of  cursid 
symonye,  &  pr^latis  ^at  schulden  distroie  synne  &  chasse  it^ 
ont  of  londe  wolen  meyntene  men  in  synne  of  leocherie  & 
o^&re  fro  ^eer  to  |eer  for  a  pencion  bi  jere,  &  depen  ]as  holy  sin-rento. 
correction ;  &  ^ei  ben  wode  jif  ony  lord  or  o^^e  myjtty  man 
lette  hem  of  J^is  correction,  'pe  whiche  is  roberie  &  extor- 
sion.  In  confessouris  regneb  mocbe  gile  for  l^ei  oonforten  &  Confeuonflatter 
norischen  grete  men  of  J^is  world  in  here  synnys  for  to  gete 
a  benefice,  worldly  wynnynge  or  frendischipe  or  lustis  of" 
here  stynkynge  bely,  &  ynd^  colour  of  holynesse  leden  men 
to  }q  jatis  of  belle  &  sellen  soulis  to  sathanas  for  drit  of 
worldly  goodis  &  wombe  ioie  for  a  while ;  for  ^i  doren  not 
telle  hem  }e  soj^e  &  gretnesse  of  here  foule  synnys  &  horiblite 
of  peynes  of  belle,  &  forsake  here  companye  whanne  J^ei 
wolen  dwelle  stille  in  here  synne,  leste  }ei  lose  worldly' 
worschipe  &  lustis  ^at  ^ei  seken  more  j^an  to  saue  cristene 
soulis.  In  men  of  lawe  regnej?  moche  gile,  for  J^ei  meyntenen  DeoeitAiiness  of 
*  fidsnes  for  wynnynge  &  maken  lordis  to  *  meyntene  wrongis 
&  don  wrongis  whanne  lordis  hopen  to  do  ri^t  &  plese  god,  & 
bi  here  coueitise  &  fisdsenesse  J^ei  purchasen  londis  &  rentis 
ynowe  and  don  many  eztorsions  &  beren  don  }e  rijt  bo)ye  of 
pore  &  riche,  &  jit  J^ei  maken  it  so  *  holy  in  signes  outward, 

1  omitted  X.  *  omitted  X.  *  omitted  X. 
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as  jif  }ei  weren  angelis  of  heuenOy  to  colour  liere  fialaenesBe 

Merohanteobeat,  &  blywde  }e  peple  y&rbj»    ^In  marchaiuitia  regne^  gile  in  fal 

grete  plente,  for  )ei  sweren  falnly  be  alle  grete  xnembris  of 

Ofist  &  bi  alle  my^tty  god  in  trinyte  J^at  here  chaffere  cost  bo 

moche  &  is  so  trewe  &  profitable,  to  bigile  ye  peple  &  to 

teche  jonge  pr^ntis  J^is  ctirsed  craft,  &  pr^isen  hym  most  }ai 

most  bigile);  J^e  peple,  &  hiden  here  ysore  &  ooloaren  it  bi 

sotil  cautelis  of  J^e  fend  J^at  fewe  men  may  proue  J^is  ysure  & 

8od6aenrants;   amende  hem  ftfr-of  bi-fore  )?e  day  of  dom.     ^In  stfraaoittis 

legnep  gile,  for  J^ei  traueilen  faste  awhile  in  presence  of  here 

maister,  &  in  absence  ben  ydel  &  iapen  &  don  Utel  good,  & 

Bweren  faste  }at  )ei  may  not  labore  treweliere  &  bisiliere  }wa. 

^ttt  mort  of  au  ]?ei  don.     &  jit  genaraly  in  clerkis  regne]?  most  gile,  for  )?ei 

who  Msii  rata     disccyuen  men  bi  here  veyn  preieiis  &  pardons  &  indalgencis, 

pardons.  for  ]?ei  knowen  not  }e  goodnesse  of  here  preieris  ne  abilnesse 

of  men  }at  }ei  preien  fore,  bnt  ^ei  owen  to  drede  sore  }at  }ei 

stiren  god  to  yengannce  for  here  owene  wickid  lif ;  &  }er 

come^  no  pardon  but  of  god  for  good  lyuynge  &  endynge  in 

•[p.  199  MS.]      charite,  &  yia  schal  not  be  boujt  *ne  soldo  as  pr^latis  chafferen 

yes  dayes ;  for  who  is  in  most  charite  is  beste  horde  of  god, 

be  he  schepeherde  or  lewid  man,  w  in  }e  chirche  or  in  ye 

fold ;  &  who  kepi)?  wel  ]?e  hestis  of  god  schal  haue  pardon 

&  }e  blisse  of  heuene,  &  noon  opere  for  creature  ynder  god. 

&  yu»  gile  regne]?  in  many  statis  &  p^sonys  J'at  oure  lond 

may  drede  sore  a  conquest,  But  jif  synne  &  gile  be  chasid  out 

&  treuj^e  &  charite  meyntened  soone. 

DatieBofiorda.       but  nowo  be  lordis  wel  war  J^at  J^ei  don  m^roy  &  charite 

&  good  conscience  to  her  s^ruauntis,  for  ellis  }ei  schulle  gete 

no  m^rcy  ne  loue  of  god,  for  wrong  oppr^ssynge  of  pore 

men  ajdp  vengaunce  of  god,  as  do);  wrong  mansleynge;  &  loke 

lordis  J'at  J^ei  reule  wel  s^uauntis  &  tenauntis,  J^ot  }ei  drede 

Ther  shooid  aet  god  &  his  WT&y^  j^e  more,  &  flee  synnys  &  lyue  virtuously  & 

goodeiamp  .     ^  treujo  anemtis  god  &  man;  for  lordis  owen  to  jeue  holy 

ensaumple  of  lif  to  s^ruauntis  &  sugetis,  &  ponysche  hem  for 

here  wickid  lif  anemtis  god  more  J^an  for  falnnesse  of  dispit 
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don  a^enst  here  owene  p^rsone  or  worldly  profit ;  &  to  preiaOi 
cheriache  ^  &  loue  &  rewarde  hem  for  here  holy  lif  &  trea]?e 
more  }9n  for  pleisynge  of  here  owene  p^rsone  or  for  doynge 
of  here  worldly  auauntage  or  profit.  &  ^ui  schnlleii  lordis 
}at  ben  y^rtaoos  in  hem  self  norische  v^rtuons  B^raanntis  & 
trewe  to  god  &  man,  &  reprone  &  pony  ache  wickid  trecchonris' 
&  cfirsed  of  lif ;  &  yu8  schulde  synne  among  hem  &  o^ere  be 
hurlid  ont  &  troube  &  y^rtnoos  lif  meyntened  &  cherischid.  Not  to  oie  bad 

lawi  for  the  op- 

^  Also  lordis  schnllen  don  non  eztorsions  to  here  pore  s^manntis  premion  of  their 
bi  ne  worldly  lawe  ne  onstomes,  for  alle  j'es  lawes  &  customes 
ben  noj^ing  wor]^  but  ^  ]?ei  ben  reulid  bi  oharite  &  good 
conscience ;  &  lordis  owen  to  procure  good  &  reste  &  pees  to  oriettheirofficers 
here  s^ruauntis  as  goode  fadris  &  helperis,  &  sufire  not  here  ^  ^''^'' 
stiwardis  or  ony  officeris  to  don  hem  wrong,    for  n}  yei  may 
distroie  ]ds  wrong'  &  don  not^.J^ei  ben  fantoris  &  meyntenors 
of  }iB  wrong,  &  achnlle  be  ponyschid  as  ^e  doeris,  as  seynt  Bom.  i.  [S2.] 
poul  seijy,  &  in  many  cas  more  scharply,  for  here  meyntenynge 
do]^  more  harm  &  wrong  ^an  }e  wickid  stiwardis  bi  hem-self;  i  Timothy  t.  [8.] 
for  seynt  poul  sei}?  pleynly  J^at  he  ]7at  ha);  not  cure  or  kepynge 
of  his  owene,  &  most  of  his  owene  homly  meyne,*  ha]?  for- 
saken ]?e  M}  &  is  worse  ]?an  an  hej^ene  man.    of  ]?is  it  seme]? 
opynly  ^at  ^at  lord  ]7at  chargi^  ^  not  what  wrong  or  extorsions 
his  officeris  don  vnd^  hym  forsaki}?  ]?e  rijte  fei]?  &  is  worse 
^an  an  hej'ene  man;   for  he  do]?  more  harm  to  a  oristene 
man,  &  distroie]?  more  cristene  religion,  &  maki]?  hate  & 
gmcchynge  &  discencion  bitwixe  pore  &  riche,  &  anemtis  god ; 
for  ]?ei  myjten  soone  enquere  of  trewe  men  of  ]?e  centre 
]?e  falsnesse  of  here  officeris  &  amende  hem,  fif  ]?ei  loueden 
treu]?e  of  god  *&  ri^tful  helpe^of  pore  men  as  moche  as  ]?ei  •[?.  sooms.] 
louen  hel^e  of  here  body  &  holsumnesse  of  here  bodily  mete ; 
&  but  }if  ]?ei  don  ]?us  }ei  fallen  out  of  charite  as  it  seme]?, 
for  ]?ei  louen  more  ellis  here  bely  &  hem  self  ]?an  ]?e  honotir 
of  oriBt  &  rijtful  gouomaile  of  goddis  peple*   &  lordis  sohulden 
wame  here  officeris  ]^  }i{  ]?ei  don  wrong  to  here  pore 

^  ehirch  X.  >  trecoberous  X.  '  omitted  X. 
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tenaontis  J^ei  schulden  be  put  out  of  here  offices  &  lese  here 

oei^wS   ^^^^^''c^P®  *  lordischipe,  &  Jeanne  woldefi  officeris  of  lordis 

°^**^ook**  alter  ^^  ^*^  ^^  extoTsions  &  wrong  meyntenaance.     &  lordis  bea 

their  ofliocrB.      foule  disceyued  to  dvrelle  att  home  in  lustis  of  glotonye  & 

lecherie  &  ydelnesse,    &    to    seie   here    matynes   &   o^ere 

deuocions  in  mou}^  &  not  in  herte  ne  dede,  &  to  suffre  pore 

ProY.  zzi.  s.      men  distroied  bi  euyl  officeris ;  for  god  sei^  hi  salamon  it  is 

betre  to  do  m^rcy  &  rijtfol  dom  ]?an  to  offre  saorifies.     for  )e 

NoMe^^    pr^ence  of  Je  rijtful  lord  scholde  more'distroie  wrongia  & 

ta<r?tli    ma^    ^^^^  meyntenaunce  Jan  many  lett^ris  sent  to  euyl  officeris, 

mid^thein*^    for  fei  charge  not  to  do  rijt  aft^r  Je  lettms,  for  ^er  is  no 

more  pursuet  don  aft^  )e  deed  lettre.     ^  What  is  it  wot}  a 

lord  to  crie  bi  word  to  god,  whanne  many  pore  men  axon 

li^tfuUy  yengaunce  a^nst  him  for  extorsions  &  wrongis  }at  he 

&  his  officeris  don  or  suffiren  ^  to  be  don  in  his  name,  whanne 

he  may  letten  hem ;    for  j^an  he   is  consentowr  or  autor  of 

siche  wrongis.    for  god  wole  sonere  here  many  pore  rijtfully 

Ofiynge  yengaunce  }an  a  lord  &  many  ypooritis  axynge 

ynrijtfnlly  helpe  &  wynnynge  of  worldly  goodis;  for  god 

sei]?  yat  he  wole  not  here  synful  men  oriynge  to  him  in  tyme 

of  here  nede  whanne  J^ei  wolen  not  here  pore  men  &  helpe 

Lords  o^ht  to  hem  in  here  wrongis  &  myscheues  }at  }ei  ben  inne.     ^  Also  a 

order.  grete  vnrijtwisneBse  regnej  among  lordis  whanne  J^ei  wolen 

not  distroie  pride,  coueitise  &  worldly  lif  of  clerkis  yat 

harmen  so  moche  cristene  peple.    for  jif  lordis  wolden  dispise 

ye  pride  of   coueitouse  clerkis  &  not  conferme  hem  ne' 

meyntene  here  worldly  lordischipe  &  symonye,  yat  is  opynly 

dampnyd  bi  holy  writt  &  cristis  lyuynge,  Jes  proude  worldly 

clerkis  ful  of  coueitise  &  lecherie  &  ojy^re  synnes  schulden 

sone  ben  abatid,  &  holy  Hf  &  trewe  techynge  schulde  be  broujt 

ajeh.    but  here  renne]?  moche  gile  &  ypocrisie  of  an^tcrist  & 

his  cbrkis,  for  Jei  seyn  yat  seculer  lordis  ban  no  power  ypon 

clerkis,  but  jif  pr^latis  clepen  hem  to  chastise  clerkis  whanne 

yei  ben  rebel  &  wolen  not  ben  amendid  bi  here  pr^latis.     for 

>  fuffref  X.  *  no  X, 
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BflJamon  putte  adonn  on  hei;  pr^stis  &  ordeyned  axio^er  in  his  i  Kings  u.r27.] 

place,  &  owtlawid  )e  firste  wij^-outea  axynge  helpe  of  derkis  soiomon. 

for  traiterie  don  to  salamon  &  his  peple ;  &  treson  a^enst  crifit 

&  his  lawe  &  his  peple  is  more  J^an  treson  ajenst  an  erj^ely 

kyng  &  more  schulde  be  ponyschid.    &  as  petir  &  pool  techen, 

lordis  ben  ordeyned  of  god  to  venge  mysdedis  and  mysdoeris 

&  to  preise  goode  dedis  &  goode  doeris;  ^a»De  )e  more  ^ai  *a  •[p.  201  ms.] 

synne  is,  ^  more  howen  lordis  to  ponysche  it ;  bat  }e  synne  sin  of  the  clergy 

of  derkis  is  more  ]^n  }e  synne  of  opere  lewid  men,  Jeanne  of  laymen. 

lordis  owen  more  to  ponysche  synne  of  derkis  ]?anne  ]?e  synne 

of  oper  men.    &  it  is  more  synne  &  pmloas  to  goddis  peple 

whanne  lowere  derkis  meyntenen  here  synne  &  grete  pr^latis 

soften  hem  yer-iane,  &  consenten  J^^r-to  for  necligence  or 

coueitise,  ^an  whanoe  pr^latis  don  here  bisynesse  to  distroie 

synne  &  pursue  wickid  derkis.      yer-fore  lordis  owen  to 

ponysche  more  wickid   derkis  whanne    pr^latis    slepen  & 

fSetnouren  hem  in  synne  for  moneye,^  for  ellis  myjtten  kyng- 

domes  ben  conquerid  for  '  necligence  of  coueitoase  pr^latif,  as 

it  was  in  J^e  lend  of  Israel.     &  h^efore  whanne  crist  was 

preised  of  Je  peple,  he  wente  in-to  J?e  temple  &  wij  his 

hondis  droof  out  symonyentis,  to  jeue  ensaumple  to  lordis  to 

do  ye  same ;  &  ^^ore  petir  &  poul  outaken  not  derkis  fro 

ponyschynge  of  lordis.    Jeanne  siy  goddis  lawe  ^euey  genial 

power  to  seculer  lordis  for  to    ponysche    mysdoeris,   whi 

schulden  ^d  not  ponysche  euyl  derkis,  y&t  most  drawen  Clergy  ought  not 

dyere  men  to  synne  &  so  to  disturblynge  of  rewmes  ?    si]?  from  law. 

crist  sufEred  paciently  wrongful  dey  of  pilat,   J^at  was  a 

seculer  iustise,  moche  more  schulden  derkis  suffiren  rijtful 

ponyschinge  of  here  synnys  hi  seculer  lordis;  for  poul  forsok  Actsxxr.  11. 

not  to  take  de^  of  seculer  domes  men  pf  he  hadde  deserued 

it,  &  also  appelid  to  J^e  hej^ene  emp«rour  of  rome ;  &  J^us  it 

seme]?  yat  yo  derkis  yat  wolen  not  be  amended  hi  seculer 

lordis  dom  ben  out  of  mekenesse  &  pacience  &  charite,  & 

hi^en  hemself  aboue  crist  &  his  apostlis  ajenst  goddis  ordy- 

naunce  bi  luciferis  pride,  &  ben  ctirsed  an^tcristis.     &  jit 
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lordis  don  gret  wrong  &  gile,  for  }^ei  auannaen  lewid  men  of 

fBTDttoif*  to  ^  kunnynge  &  lyuyDge  to  beneficee  wip  care  of  many  *  soolisy 

priests,  ^  taken  to  hem  self  pe  profit  of  }^e  grete  benefices  for  many 

^eris,  &  holden  many  beDefy[c]ed  men  in  here  chapelis  for 

nouekie  of  newe  song,  &  maken  summe  prMtia  stiwardis  of 

and  employ        here  housholde,  &  samme  prMtis  clerkis  of  here  kechene,'  & 

priests  in  aU  sorts  .  *^  .  . 

of  secoiar  work,  summe  pr^tu  here  auditoxirs,  &  snmme  prmtis  tresorena, 
&  sn^nme  aumeneris,  &  summe  stiwardis  of  here  courtis,  & 
summe  conseileris  &  realeris  of  here  worldly  plees,  arraies  Sc 
worldly  dedes,  as  Jhiuj  no  man  coude  worldly  office  but  ]?ei ; 
&  wolen  not  sofiEre  hem  goo  teche  }e  sonlis  for  whiche  ^ 
schullen  answere  at  domes  day,  &  for  whiohe  crist  schedde 
his  pr^ious  herte  blood,  but  suf&en  &  meyntenen  j^e  wolues 
of  heUe  to  slee  cristene  menntM  soulis  bi'  synne,  &  letten 
almes  dede  bo]7e  gostly  &  bodily,  &  so  }«i  ben  cursed  traitowrs 
to  god  &  to  his  pr^tis  &  his  pore  peple.  &  more  traitorie  of 
•[p.  202  MS.]  god  &  his  peple  is  in  J^es  pr^stis  J?at  *  wilfully  &  costly  procure 
the  priests  who  to  hauc  bis  worldly  offices  &  dwellen  W-inne  &  leuen  here 

take  snch  office.  '  -^  ^      ^' 

gostly  office  yndon.^    but  most  traiterie  of  god  &  his  peple  is 
Worst  of  all  are  in  fals  confessouris  bat  schulden  telle  lordis  be  grete  p^ril  of 

false  confessors.  s     ^  *. 

y\%  synne  &  operej  &  wolden  not  for  drede  of  loos  of  worldly 
frendschipe  &  lordischipe  &  worldly  worschipe  &  wynnynge ; 
for  }«i  sette  more  *  bi  a  litel  stynkynge  dritt  of  ]ns  world  ^a 
hi  helpe  of  cristene  soulis  &  frendischipe  of  god  &  }^e  blisse 
of  heuene.  Also  many  ietteris  of  centre  ]?«t  wolen  make 
hem  self  gentel  men  &  ban  litel  or  nou^t  to  lyue  onne,  & 
GenUemen  stand  o  We  lordis  also  woleu  preise  a  worldly  pr^lat  or  curat  &  here 

by  a  enrate  that    '  ,  ,       -.  .  . 

feastethem,what.  hi»»  vp,  pouj  he  be  neuere  so  vicious  in  lechene,  pnde  & 

ererhischaractflr.  tri  r      i  >    r 

coueitise  &  oj^^re  synnes,  so  J^at  ]?is  worldly  curat  maki]?  hem 
grete  festis  &  wasti^  pore  menntM  almes  in  jiftis  of  wyn  ft 
yanytes;  je,  \oxi}  he  be  a  market  betere,  a  marchaunt,  a 
meyntenour  of  wrougis  at  louedaies,  a  ials  suerere,  a  man- 
quellere  &  inreguler.  but  }if  j?^  be  a  gostly  curat  or  pr«t 
J^ot  lyue^  a  good  lif  in  mekenesse  &  doynge  almes  to  pore 
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men,  &  not  wastynge  pore  menntM  almes  in  Teyn  feste  or  bnt  a  prievt  who 

^    ^      1^  ^  ■'  ^     Utm  poorlyt  and 

Buche  getteris,  but  holde  hym  in  his  preieris  deuootly  &  in  uJ^^Ld**^*^ 

techynge  of  goddis  lawe  trewely  &  in  liis  trewe  stondynge  of  umoyed. 

holy  writt,  he  schal  be  holde  a  nyggard,  an  hound,  or  an  hoog, 

an  ypocrite  &  an  heretdk  ;  namely  ^  he  reproue  hem  of  here 

wickid  lif  &  teche  hem  }e  beste  weie  to  heuene  bo}«  in  word 

&  dede,  &  so  be  hurlid  &  pursued  priuely  or  ap^rtly,  &  so 

hatid  amonge  hem  }at  he  schal  be  fayn  to  sette  his  chirche  to 

ferme  to  suche  a  gettere  nerehonde  for  nOu^t,  or  ellis  for 

ials  sclaundre  putt  on  him  lose  his  chirche,  or  for  schame 

or  anoy  flee  }e  centre,  &  bi  ]ns  wrong  ben  many  men 

lettid  fro  goddis  s^ruyce  &  trewe  techynge.     And  ^it  lordis 

don  many  wrongis  &  giles  in  here  offices,  for  J^ei  wasten  here 

tyme  in  alou^e  &  ydelnesse,  &  wasten  here  goodis  in  boat  & 

pride  &  glotonye;  &  he  yat  best  can  do  }iB  is  holden  of 

worldly  men  best  lord  &  most  worschip^l,  principaly  pi  he 

meyntene  his  men  to  bete  pore  men  &  do  wrongis  bi  loue 

daies,  holdynge  &  meyntenynge  of  causes  ^at  ri^t  &  lawe  may 

not  haue  his  cours. ,    &  ]?us  whanne  ^ei  schulden  haue  hous-  Lords  ke«  up 

hold  of  ri^twise  men  &  virtuous  of  lif,  J^ei  meyntenen  proude  duoted^ruflaans.' 

luciferis  children,  extorsioneris,  robberidb,  &  reuers,  to  distroie 

here  pore  neijebores  &  maken  here  hous  a  den.  of  ]?eues,  & 

ben  procuratours  of  }q  fend  to  holde  vp  falsnesse  &  o}ere 

synnes,  &  to  putte  doun  goddis  lawe  ^  &  his  s^ruauntis.     for 

lordis  schulden  trtfueile  als  faste  to  kunne  holy  writt,  &  do 

treuj^e  &  equyte,  &  meyntene  rijt  of  pore  men  *&  reste  &  pees  •Cp-  203  ms.] 

vp  here  kunnynge  &  power,  as  pore  men  ben  bisi  to  labore 

for  here  owene  Mode  &  to  paye  here  rentis  to  lordis;  for 

god  sei}  bi  dauyd:   ^*  &  now,  }e  kyngis,  rnd^rstonde;  be  je  Pwimsu.  10. 

lerid  ]fat  demon  }e  erpe;  seme  je  to  ]?e  lord  wi}  drede  of 

herte,  &  enyoie  ^e  to  hym  wi}  quakynge."    &  ]fe  wise  man  wisdom  ▼i.e. 

sei^  j^at  ye  most  hard  dom  schal  ben  to  hem  yat  ben  aboue 

oyere,  &  ihu  seij  Jot  to  whom  is  moche  bitokene,  of  hym  schal  i-n^*  ^^  *«. 

moche  ben  axid.   god  stire^'  lordis  to  distroie  synne  &  norische 

virtues  &  holy  lif  of  clerkis  &  alle  oy&re*  sugetis.    Amen. 
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WHY  POOR  PRIESTS  HAVE  NO  BENEFICE. 


This  tract,  whoever  may  be  its  author,  is  vigorously  written.  It  has  a 
special  interest  as  a  full  statement  and  defence  of  the  motives  which  led 
Wyclif  to  institute  his  order  or  company  of  poor  priests. 

As  evidence  in  favour  of  Wyclif 's  authorship,  we  may  notice  the  phrase 
*^  moo  sacraments  than  Christ  used  and  his  apostles."  In  the  Trialogus 
we  find  complaints  that  sacraments  are  multiplied  so  as  to  be  ^a  burden  to 
the  Church,  and  Confirmation  and  Extreme  Unction  are  said  not  to  have 
enough  ground  in  Scripture  to  be  necessary  to  salvation  {IVial,  book  iv. 
chapters  xi.,  xiv.,  xxv.).  His  doctrine  of  dominion  is  brought  in  on  p. 
247.  Perhaps  we  may  see  a  touch  of  personal  feeling  in  the  statement 
that  a  curate  cannot  get  leave  of  absence  to  study  God's  law  without 
payment.  Had  Wyclif  found  it  necessary  to  buy  leave  to  absent  him* 
self  from  Fillingham  in  1368  ?      . 

On  the  other  hand,  the  tone  of  several  passages  would  lead  us  to  attri- 
bute them  to  one  of  the  poor  priests  rather  than  to  Wyclif.  It  seems 
unlikely  that  the  rector  of  Lutterworth  would  speak  of  a  man  who  accepted 
a  cure  as  binding  himself  '^  to  o  synguler  place  as  a  tey  dogge,"  p.  252. 

Copied  from  the  Corpus  MS.  X.  and  collated  with  die  Dublin  MS.  AA. 
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Whi  pore  pr^stls  han  none  benefice. 
Capitulum  primum. 


Samme  causes  meuen  summe  pore  pr^stis  to  resceyue  not  caxum  why  poor 

benefices ;   ^e  fiiste  for  drede  of  symonyey  }e  secunde  for  take  banefioe*. 

drede  of  myspendynge  pore  menntM  goodis,  }e  J^ridde  for 

drede  of  lettynge  of  bettre  occopacion  J^at  is  more  lijt  or  eisy, 

more  certeyn^  &  more  profitable  on  euere  side,    for  ^if  men 

scbulde  come  to  benefices  be  ?ift  of  prtflatis  >er  is  drede  of  Pwyaienoe  of 

'  *  '        ,  nmony, 

symonye;  for  comynly  J^ei  taken  tbe  friste  fruytis  or  o^ere 

pensions,  or  holden  ouratis  in  office  in  bere  courtis  or  cbapelis 

or  o)ere  veyn  offices,  fer  fi*o  pr^stis  lif  tanjt  &  ensaumplid  of 

crist  &  bis  apostlis;  so  yat  comanly  sicbe  benefices  comen 

not  frely,  as  crist  comanndi]?,  but  raj^^e  for  worldly  wynnywge 

or  flaterynge  or  preisynge  &  ]?ank  of  my^tty  men  &  lordis,  & 

not  for  abilnesse  of  kunnynge  of  goddis  lawe^  &  trewe 

tecbynge  of  j^e  gospel  &  ensaumple  of  boly  lif.     &  bere-fore 

comynly  }>es  pr^latis  &  resceyueris  ben  foulid  wij  symonye, 

]?at  is  cursed  beresie  as  goddis  lawe  &  manntM  lawe  tecben 

opynly  &  many  seyntis.    &  grete  merueile  it  is  now  j^at,  si]^ 

seynt  gregory  sey]?  in  pleyn  lawe  of  j^e  cbircbe  &  o^dre  bokis  Oiegory. 

fat  sicbe  men  as  desiren  benefices  scbulden  not  baae  bem, 

but  men  }^at  fleen  bem  for  drede  of  vnabilnesse  of  bemself  & 

grete  cbarge,  as  dide  moyses,  ieromye,  austyn,  gregory  &  boly 

seyntis;  &  now  wbo  can  faste  renne  to  rome  &  bere  gold  out  Benefices  bought 

ftt  Bome. 

of  ^e  lend  &  paie  it  for  deed  leed  &  a  litil  writynge,^  &  stryue 
&  plede  &  curse  for  ti}eB  &  oj^^re  temporal  profitis,  yat  ben 
clepid  wip  an^toristis  derkis  rijttis  of  boly  cbircbe,  schal 
baue  grete  benefices  of  cure  of  many  ^ousand  soulis ;  J^ouj ' 
he  be  vnable  of  kunnynge  of  boly  writt,  not  in  wille  to  tecbe 
&  precbe  bis  sugetis,  but  of  cursed  lif  &  wickid  ensaumple  of 
pride,  of  coueitise,  glotonye,  lecberie  &  o]we  grete  synnys. 
but  j^ere  be  ony  symple  man  }&t  desire]^  to  lyue  wel  &  tecbe 
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treuely  goddis  lawe  &  dispute  pride  &  op&re  syiinys,  bojye  of 

True  prints       prtflatifl  &  o}?dre  men,  he  *  Bchal  ben  holden  an  ypocrite,  a 

•[p.  204  MB.]      newe  techere,  an  heretik,  &  not  sofiEred  to  come  *to  ony 

benefice,    but  jif  'he  have'  ony  litel  pore  place  to  lyuen  a  pore 

lif  onne,  he  schal  be  so  pursued  &  sclaundrid  )at  he  schal  be 

putt  oute  bi  wiles,  cautelis,  fraudis  &  worldly  violence,  & 

enprisoned,  di8g;ratid  or  brent,  ^if  an^^ristis  clerkis  may  for 

JSS?"  ^1n  their  ^^^  ^^^  *  cuTsed  lesyngis.    ^  And  jif  lordis  schullen  pr^sente 

own  service.       clerkis  to  benefices  fei  wolen  haue  comynly  gold  in  grett 

quantite,  &  holden  }eB  curatis  in  here  worldly  office,  &  suffren 

^e  wolues  of  helle  to  stranglen  menntM  soulis,  so  ]?at  }^i  haue 

moche  gold  &  here  office  don  for  nou^t,  &  here  chapelis  holden 

vp  for  veyn  glorie  or  ypocrisie ;  &  jit  J?ei  wolen  not  pr^sente 

a  clerk  able  of  kunnynge  &  of  good  lif  &  holy  ensaumple  to 

fe  peple,  but  a  kechen  clerk  ^ or  a  penne  clerk  or  wis  of* 

bildynge  of  castelis  or  worldly  doynge,  ]?ouj  he  kunne  not 

rede  wel  his  sauter  &  knowe]?  not  ]?e  comaundementis  of  god 

ne  sacramentis  of  holy  chirche.      &  jit  summe  lordis  to 

Indirect  bribery,  colouren  here  symonye  wole  not  take  for  hem  self,  but  keuer- 

chiefs  for  ^e  lady,  or  a  palfray,  or  a  tonne  of  wyn ;  &  whanne 

summe  lordis  wolden  pr^sente  a  goode  man  &  able  for  loue  of 

Bad  influence  of  god  &  cnstene  soulis,  1?an  summe  ladies  ben  menys  to  haue  a 

some  ladies.         °  ,  '  ,  *' 

daunsere,  a  trippere  on  tapitis,  or  huntere  or  haukere,  or 
a  wilde  pleiere  of  someres  gamenes  for  flaterynge  &  jiftis 
goynge  bitwize,  &  jif  if  be  for  daunsynge  in  bedde  so  moche 
]?e  worse.  &  ]?us  it  seme^  }at  bo]?e  pr^latis  &  lordis  comynly 
maken  a  oursed  an^tcrist  &  a  quyk  fend  to  be  maister  of 
cristis  peple,  for  to  leden  hem'  to  heUe,  to  sathanas  here 
maistir,  &  suffre  not  cristis  discipHs  to  teche  cristis  gospel  to 
his  children  for  to  saue  here  soulis;  &  so  }^i  traueilen  to  exile 
crist  &  his  lawe  out  of  his  heritage,  )at  is  cristene  soulis,  ^t 
he  boujte  not  wi]?  roten  gold  ne  silu^  but  wi]?  his  precious 
herte  blood  ]?at  he  schedde  on  ^e  crois  bi  most  brennynge 
charite.    but  in  ]?is  prraentynge  of  euyl  curatis  and  holdynge 
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of  curatis  in  worldly  office,  lettynge  hem  fto  here  gostly  cure, 

ben  ]?re  degrees  of  troiterie  a^enst  god  &  his  peple.    %  pe  Mate  Jiree  degwet  of 

is  in  prrfatiB  &  lordis  }at  }\xb  holden  curatis  in  here  worldly  J'    ^^S?*ciJrSy 

office;  for  }ei  han  here  heije  statis  in  >e  chirohe  &  lordischipis  *»  ■<«'>i«  «*^- 

for  to  puraeie  treae  curatis  to  }e  peple,  &  to  meyntene  hem 

in  goddis  lawe  &  ponyschen  hem  }if  ]?ei  fallen  in  here  gostly 

cure,  &  hi  }\b  }ei  holden  here  lordischipis  of  god.     pan  jif  Jf^^J*  ^^ 

yei  maken  eayl  curatis  &  holden  hem  in  here  worldly  office, 

&  letten  hem  to  lede  goddis  peple  ^e  rijtful  weie  to  heuene, 

but  helpen  hem  &  constreynen  hem  to  lede  ]^  peple  to  helle 

ward  bi  wi}Mlrawynge  of  goddis  word  &  bi  euyl  ensaumple 

^euynge,  ]?ei  ben  weiward  traitowrs  to  god  &  his  peple,  & 

Tikeris  &  procuratotifB  of  sathanas.     ^it  more  traiterie  is  in 

false  curatis  bat  leuen  mode  *or  hire  to  comen  in-to  siche  llv-^  mb.] 

*        '  2.   Contes  who 

worldly  offices,  for  to  spare  here  muk  &  leie  it  in  tresor,  &  to  buy  office, 

gete  lordischipe  &  mauntenaunce  a^enst  ordynaries,  ]?«t  ^  S,rfrom^ 

doren  not  olepen  hem  to  residence  &  sane  here  soulis,  but  <*''^''>*^* 

oouchen  in  lordis  oourtis,  in  ^  lustis  &  aise  of  here  flech  for  to 

gete  moo  &tte  benefices,  &  purposen  not  spedly  to  do  here 

gostly  office,    woo  is  to  \o  lordis  }?at  ben  leed  wi]?  suche 

cursed  heretikis  & '  an^toristis,  troitoi^rs  of  god  &  his  peple, 

&  namely  troitotirslx)  lordis  hem  self,     where  lordis  myjtten  Lordi  might  iind 

^  ^'  secular  men   to 

not  fynde  in  alle  here  lordischipe  trewe  worldly  men  to  reule  ^^^Jd  ^^ 

here  houshold  &  worldly  offices,  but  ^if  ^ei  taken  ]?^-to 

curatis  ^at  ben  opynly  false  traitours  to  god  &  his  peple? 

where  lordis  ben  so  blyndid'  ^at  ]?ei  p^rceyuen  not  ^at  siche 

trtfitours,  ]?at  opynly  ben  false  to  god,  ^t  J^ei  wolen  moche 

more  ben  false  to  hem  ?     but  be  most  traiterie  is  in  fals  3.  Fdw  oonto- 

**  son 

oonfessouris,  \ai  schulden  bi  here  office  wame  pr^latis  & 
lordis  of  ^is  grete  p^ril,  &  derkis  also,  \at  ^ei  holden  none 
siche  curatis  in  here  worldly  offices ;  for  ^i  don  not  ]?is  last 
^ei  losen  lordischipe  &  frendischipe  &  jiftis  &  welfare  of  here 
stynkynge  bely ;  &  so  }^i  sillen  cristene  soulis  to  sathanas  for 
to  haue  lykyngis  of  here  stynkynge  bely,  &  maken  pr^latis  & 

1  &  X.  ^  s  omitted  X.  *  byndid  AA. 
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[Cbap.  I. 


deoelye  lords. 


Freralenoe  of 
simony, 


lordis  &  curatis  to  lyue  in  synne  &  traiterie  a^nst  god  &  his 
peple.  &  BO  a^enst  }e  hire  }at  lordis  ^euen  here  confessooris 
yei  disceyuen  hem  in  here  soulis  hel]?e,  &  meyntenen  hem 
in  CTirsed  traiterie  of  god  &  his  peple,  &  ]^as  almost  al  }e 
world  go}'*  to  helle  for  ]?i8  cursed  symonye  &  false  confes- 
sours,  for  comynly  pr^latis,  lordis  &  curatis  ben  enuenymed 
wij?  J?i8  heresie  of  symonye,  &  neu^e  don  v^rey  repentaufice 
&  satisfaccion  ]?^-fore;  for  whanne  }ei  han  a  fat  benefice 
and  pentotenoe  geten  by  symonye  J>ei  forsaken  it  not,  as  J?ei  ben  bounden  bi 
here  owene  lawe,  but  wittyngly  vsen  for}?  }?at  symonye,  & 
lyuen  in  riot,  coueitise,  pride,  &  don  not  here  office  nei^^  in 
good  ensaumple  ne  trewe  techynge.  &  ]^U9  an^tcristis  clerkis, 
enemyes  of  crist  &  his  peple,  bi  money  &  flaterynge  &  Qeschly 
loue  gedrynge  to  hem  ledynge  of  }e  peple,  &  forbarre  trewe 
prratis  to  teche  hem  goddis  lawe ;  &  ^erfore  fe  blynde  ledi^ 
}?e  blynde  A  bo]^  partis  rennen  in-to  synne,  &  ful  many  to 
helle.  &  it  is  huge  wond^  ^at  god  of  his  rijtwisnesse  dis- 
troie}?  not  ]'e  housis  of  pr^latis  &  lordis  &  curatis,  as  sodom 
&  gomor,  for  }u  heresie,  extorsions  &  o^^e  cursednesses  }?at 
^ei  haunten,  &'  for  drede  of  }as  synne  &  many  moo  summe 
pore  wrecchis  resceyue  no  benefices  in  yis  world. 


Cspttulum  2"'- 


Poor  priests  fear 
to  take  benefices 


^it  }?ou|  pore  prratis  myjtten  frely  geten  pr^sentacion  of 
lest  they  should  lordis  to  hauc  benefices  wi]?  cure  of  soulis,  J?ei  dreden  for  * 

waste  the  goods  '  '/   ^ 

of  the  poor.  myspendynge  of  poore  menntM  goodis ;  &  ^is  is  more  drede 
•[p. 206 MS.]  j,an  ♦}?e  first  as'  anemtis  here  owene  p^rsonys.  for  prratis 
1  Tim.  Ti.  [8].     owen  to  holde  hem  paied  wi}'  fode  &  hilynge,  as  seynt  poul 

techi}? ;  &  p£  'pei  han  more  it  is  pore  menntw  goode,  as  here 
Jerome.  owene  lawe  &  ierom  &  goddis  lawe  seyn,  &  }ei  ben  kepers 

yer-o{  &  procuratours  of  pore  men.  But  for  institucion  & 
indnetion  fees,    induccion  he  schal  }eue  moche  of  ^is  god  ^at  is  pore  menntft 

to  bischopis  officers,  archdekenes  &  officialis  }'at  ben  to  riche. 


^  abomte  has  been  inserted  in  X  but  crossed  out       '  of  X.       *  omittedX. 
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&  not  frely  cornea  ^er-to,^    And  whanne  biscbopis  &  bere 

officcriB  comen  &  feynen  to  visite,  f  ouj  Jei  noriscben  men  in  vi«itaUon  fee». 

open  synne  for  annuel  rente,  &  don  not  bere  office  but  sillen 

soulis  to  satbanas  for  money,  wreccbid  curatis  ben  nedid  to 

festen  bem  ricbely  &  ^eue  procuracie  &  synage;  ^e,  a^enst 

goddis  lawe  &  manniM  &  reson  &  a^enst  bere  conscience.     & 

also  ]?ei  scbuUen  not  be  suffrid  to  teohe  treuly  goddis  lawe  They    are    not 

allowed  to  apeak 

to  bere  owene  sugetis  *&  warne  hem  of  fSalse  pre>pbetis,  &  out. 

disceyuen'  bem  bo]?e  i»  bileue  &  tecbynge  &  good  lif  &  er}?ely 

goodis,  as  orist  do]^  in  J^e  gospel,  &  comaundi]?  curatis  to  do 

^e  same  yp  peyne  of  bere  da»»pnacion  ;  for  ^anne  ^ei  mosten 

crie  to  ]?e  peple  }e  grete  synnys  of  pr^latis  &  o^ere  newe 

feyned  religious,  as  god  biddi]? ;   but  ]?ei  demen  ]^at  sicbe 

sadde  reprouyngis  of  synne  is  enuye,  sclaundrynge  of  pr^latts, 

&  distroiynge  of  boly  obirche.     &  lei  scbuUen  not  be  suffrid  Nor  nee  chnroh 

"*  cenauree  freely. 

to  do  Bcbarp  ezecucion  of  goddis  lawe  a^enst  bere  sugetis,  ben 

^ei  neu^re  so  opynly  ctirsed  of  god  &  sdaundris  of  cristene 

religion,  ^if  J^e  bei^e  clerkis  of  an^icrist  ban  ^ifds  &  pensions 

bi  ^ere  to  sufre  cursed  men  in  opyn  avoutrie  A  o^ere  synnys.  AdQiterenpro- 

for  wbanne  l^ei  ben  falsly  amendid  bi  offloialis  &  denes  no  man  officials     and 

*  deaoatowhom 

be  bardy  to  waken  bem  out  of  bere  lustis  of  synne,  for  J?at  they  pay  rent. 

scbulde  distroie  iurdiccioun  &  wynuynge  of  pr^latis,  &  ^is 

cursed  extorsion  is  clepid  bi  ypocrisie  ^e  grete  almes  of  SLntp- 

cristis  clerkis^;    but  bere-by  J^ei    maken   large  kecbenes, 

bolden  fatte  bors  &  boundis  &  baukis  &  strompetis  gaiely 

arraied,  &  suffiren  pore  men  to  sterue  for  myscbief,  &  ^it 

8uf£ren  &  constreinen  bem  to  goo  ^e  brode  weie  to  belle. 

^Also  many  tymes  bere  patrons  &  o^ere  getteris  of  countre  & 

ydel  Bcbaueldouris  willen  loke  to  be  festid  of  sicbe  curatis,  &  ?»!!*«•  5*^  ^ 

•^  '       feast  their  pat- 

ellis  maken  bem  lese  J?at  litel  f  ing  ]?at  ]?ei  &  pore  men  ^  "^lo^^S." 
Bcbuld^  lyue  bi ;  so  ]?at  ]?ei  scbullen  not  spende  }e  dymes 
&  offryngis  aft^  good  conscience  &  goddis  lawe  but  waste 

»  ofX. 

>  diflseTuen  AA.    Perhaps  it  should  be  disseraen.    If  not  we  mast  read 
« that "  for  «  and  "  jnst  before. 
*  for  X.  «  omitted  X. 
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hem  on  suche  my^tty  &  riche  men  &  ydel,  &  ellis,  for  troueiley 
cost  &  enemyte  &  dispisynge  "j^at  '^i  schullen  saffre  &  on  ^e 
to]?er  side  for  drede  of  conscience^  hem  is  betro  to  forsake  al  ^an 
to  holde  it  for]?.  ^  Also  eche  good  day  comynly  ]?e8  smale  curatis 
•[p.  207  MS.]  schoUen  haue  lettms  fro  here  ordynaries  to  summone*&  to  curse 
Obliged  to  pro-    pore  men  for  noujt  but  for  ooueitise  of  aQ^fcristis  clerkis; 

nounoe  nnjiut     ^  / 

oanea,  &  but  }if  }ei  somoneu  &  cursen  hem,  ]?ou}  ^ei  knowe  no  cause 

orthemseiyesarc  whi  anemtis  ffod  &  his  la  WO,  hei  ben  hurlid  &  somnyd  firo 

sommooed    and  ' 

hanaaed.  day  to  day,  fro  fer  place  to  fer^ere,  or  cursed  *or  lose  here 

benefices  or  profitis^  ^er-of;  for  elles  as  pr^latis  feynen  Jei* 

bi  here  rebelte  schulden  soone  distroie  pr^latis  iurisdictiony 

A  deront  priest  power  &  wy»nynge.     ^  Also  whanne  pore  pr^is  first  holy  of 

feasts  iahatel    Uf  &  deuout  in  here  preieris  ben  benefised,  but  pi  yei  ben 

worldly  &  bisy  aboute  ]?e  world  to  make  grete  festis  to  riche 

p^rsonys  &  vikeris  &  riche  men  &  costy  &  gaily  arraied,  as ' 

here  staat  axi]?  bi  fals  dom  of  ]?e  world,  ]?ei  schullen  be  hatid 

&  hayned  doune  as  houndis,  &  eche  man  redi  to  peiere  hem  in 

name  &  worldly  goodis.    &  so  many  cursed  disceitis  ha^  an^»^ 

orist  brou^t  vp  bi  his  worldly  clerkis  to  make  curatis  to' 

myspende  pore  menntM  goodis  &  not  don '  trewely  here  office, 

or  ellis  to  forsaken  al  &  late  an^tcristb  clerkis,  as  lordis  of 

^is  world,  je  more  cruely  ]?an  oj^ere  tirauntis,  robbe  }e  pore 

peple  bi  feyned  sensures  &  teche  ]?e  fendis  lore  bo^e  bi  open 

NotaUowedieave  prMshynge  &  CDsaumple  of  here  oitrsid  lif.     ^Also  }if  siche 

Btady.  curatis  ben  stired  to  gone  leme  goddis  lawe  &  teche  here 

parischenys  ]?e  gospel,  comynly  ]?ei  schullen  gete  no  leue  of 

bischopis  but  for  gold ;  &  whanne  ^i  schullen  most  profite  in 

here  lemynge  ]?an  schuUe  }ei  be  clepid  horn  at  }e  pr^latis 

wille,   &  }if  ]?ei  schullen  haue  ony  hei^e  sacrdmentis  or 

tioQs or^a^o^u  P^T^***  ^^  J®  ^®^?®  pr^latis,  coQiynly  f ei  schulle  bie  hem  wij 

mento.  ^^q  meuntM  goodis  wi]?  hook  or  wi^  crok ;  &  so  fere  is  ful 

gret  pml  of  euyl  spendynge  of  ]?os  goodis,  boJ?e  ajenst  heije 

pr^latis,  anemtis  riche  men  of  centre,  as  patrones,  p^rsones  & 

opere  gettouris  of  centre,  &  here  owene  kyn  for  fame  of  ]?e 

^"^  omitted  AA.  >  >er  AA.  >  &  X 

*  omitted  X.  *  omitted  X. 
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world  &  for  schame  &  eoyl  demynge  of  men.     &  certis  it  is 

gret  wond^  J^at  god  suffii^  so  longe  ^Ib  synne  vuponyschid 

opynly,  namely  of ,  pr^latis  courtiB  J?at  ben  dennys  of  ]?eueB  &  ]^^*i25^™5 

larderis  of  helle ;  &  so  of  here  offlceris  ]?at  ben  sotil  in  malice  ^<^ 

&  coueitise ;  &  of  lordis  &  my^tty  men,  }>at  schnlden  distroie 

^iB  wrong  &  op&re  &  meyntenen  treu]?e  &  goddis  Btfruaantis, 

&  now  meyntenen  an/tcristis  fEdsenesse  &  hiB  clerkis  for  part 

of  ]?e  wy»ny»ge.     &  hou  symple  pr^tiB  durren  take  siche 

benefices,  but  jif  J?ei  weren  myjtty  of  knnnynge  &  goode  lif  & 

herty  to  ajenstonde  ]?e8  wrongis  &  moo  ^an^  we  may  now 

touche  for  }e  multitude  of  hem  &  sotil  colourynge  bi  ypoorisie. 

but  ctfrtis  god  suffri]?  siche  ypocritis  &  tirauntiB  to  haue  name 

of  pr^latis  for  grete  syunys  of  J»e  peple  &  vnworj'inesse  J^^-of, 

^at  eche  part  lede  o]?er*  to  helle  bi  blyudnes  of  ^e  fend;  & 

^8  ia  a  J^ousand  fold  more  yengau»ce  ]?an  }if  god  distroie 

bodely  bo^e  partis  &  alle  here  goodis  ♦&  erj^e  f^-wij?,  as  he  •[?•  208M8.] 

dide  bi  sodom  &  gomor ;  for  ]?e  lengere  ^t  J^ei  lyuen  J^us  in 

synne,  ]?e  grettere  peynes  sehullen  fei  haue  in  helle  but  ^if 

J?ei  amenden  hem.     &  yia  drede  &;  many  moo  maken  summe 

pore  prratis  to  resceyuen  non  ben^ces. 

Gspitulum  3"*- 

But  jit  f ouj  pore  prestis  royjtten  haue  frely  pr^Bentacion  of 
lordis,  &  ben  holpen  bi  meyntenynge  of  kyngis  &  helpe  of 
goode  comyns  fro  extorsions  of  pr^latis  &  o]^ere  myspendynge 
of  yes  goodes,  ]?at  is  ful  hard  in  J?is  grete  regnynge  of  an^»- 
oristis  clerkis ;  pi  b^  dreden  sore  l?at  bi  bis  singuler  cure  Poor  priwts  fear 

1  ii»  «.!  -,    •        111         •iiAA'jj.'i^      thatacurewonld 

ordeyned  of  synful  men  rei  schulden  be  lettid  fro  betre  hinder  them  from 

better  serrioe* 
occupacion  &  fro  more  profit  of  holy  chirohe,  &  }\s  is  ^e  moste 

drede  of  alle  as  anemtis  here  p^rsonys.     for  ^ei  han  cure  & 

charge  at  }e  fiille  of  god  to  helpe  here  bre]?«ren  to  heuene 

ward,  bo^e  bi  techynge,  preiynge  &  ensaumple  jeuynge ;  &  it 

seme^  ]?at  ]?ei  sehullen  most  esily  fiilfille  J^is  bi  general  cure 

of  charite,  as  dide  crist  &  his  apostlis,  }k>uj  ^ei  bynden  hem  They    can    do 

>  >at  X.  >  open  X. 
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[Chap.  nr.. 


more  good  when 
not  cnained  to 
one  place. 

Matthew  z.  28. 
Can  escape  per- 
secatlon. 


They  liTe  by  alma, 
which  is  more 
Christlike  than 
taking  tithea. 


Thas  men  woald 
friTe  alma  more 
freely, 


there  woald  be 
fewer  lawanita. 


Benefices  lead 
priests  into 
worldly  bud- 
nesa. 

•[p.  209  MS  ] 


not  to  0  syngtiler  place  as  a  tey  dogge,  &  bi  ]?i8  ]?ei  may  most 
sikirly  saue  hem  self  &  helpe  here  bre^^ren ;  for  now  ^ei  ben 
free  to  flee  fro  o  cite  to  a  no]?er  whanne  }ei  ben  pursued  of 
an^icristis  clerkis,  as  biddi]?  crist  in  ]?e  gospel.  Also  nowe 
fei  may  best  wij^-oute  chalyngynge  of  men  goo  &  dwelle 
among  }e  peple  where  ]pei  schuUen  most  proflte,  &  in  couen- 
able  tyme  come  &  goo  aftir  stirynge  of  }e  holy  gost,  &  not 
be  bounden  bi  synful  menntM  iurdiccion  fro  ^  betre  doynge. 
^  Also  now  ^ei  suen  crist  &  his  apostlis  neer,  in  ^us  tak3rnge 
almes  wilfully  &  frely  of  ]?e  peple  }at  }ei  techen,  ^anne  in 
takynge  dymes  &  offryngis  bi  customes  ]?at  synful  men 
ordeynen  &  vsen  now  in  f  e  tyme  of  grace.  %  Also  ]?is  is  more 
medeful  in  bo]?e  sidls  as  ]?ei  vuderstonden  bi  cristis  lif  &  his 
apostlis ;  for  ^us  ]?e  peple  ^ne]?  hem  almes  more  wilfully  & 
deuoutly,  &  ^ei  taken  it  more  mekely  &  ben  more  besy  to 
leme,  kepe  &  teche  goddis  lawe,  &  so  it  is  ]?e  betre  for  bo^ 
sidis.  ^  Also  bi  j^is  man^e  myjtte  &  schulde  ]?e  peple  ^eue 
frely  here  almes  to  trewe  prratis  ^at  trewely  kepten  here 
ordre  &  fr^ly  &  opynly  tau^ten  ]ye  gospel,  &  wij^-drawen  it  fro 
wickede  prdstis,  &  not  be  constreyned  to  paie  here  ti]?es  & 
offringis  to  open  cursed  men  &  ^  meyntene  hem  in  here  opyn 
cursednesse ;  &  ]?us  schulde  symonye,  coueitise  &  ydelnesse  of 
worldly  clerkis  be  leid  doun,  &  holynesse  &  trewe  techynge 
&  knowynge  of  goddis  lawe  be  brou^t  in,  bo]?e  in  clerkis  & 
lewid  men.  ^ Also  Jms  schulde  stryuynge,  pledynge  &  cursynge 
for  dymes  &  offryngis  &  hate  &  discord  among  prratis  &  lewid 
men  be  endid,  &  vnyte,  pees  &  charite  meyntened  &  kept. 
^Also  ^  benefices  bi  fia  cours  J^at  men  vsen  nowe  bryngij?  in 
worldlynesse  &  nedeles  bisynesse  aboute  worldly  offlcis,  ]?at 
crist  &  his  apostlis  wolden  neu^e  *take  ypon  hem ;  &  jit  ]?ei 
weren  more  my^tty,  more  witti,  &  more  brennynge  in  charite 
to  god  &  to  ]?e  peple,  bo]?e  to  lyue  ^e  best  manure  in  hem  self 
& '  to  teche  o}ere  men.  ^  Also  coueitise  &  worldly  bis3rne88e  • 
of  clerkis  &  occasion  of  coueitise  &  worldlynesse  of  ^e  peple 


^  X  inserti  not. 


s  omitted  AA. 
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schulden  be  don  awey,  &  cristis  pou^  &  his  apostlis  bl 

ensAumple  of  pore  lif  oi  clerkis  &  trtste  in  god  &  desiryiige 

of  henenely  blisse  schulde  regne  in  cristene  peple.    ^AIso  J^an 

Bcbulde  pr^stis  stndie  holy  writt  &  be  deuout  in  here  pmeris, 

&  not  be  taried  wi]?  newe  offices,  as  newe  songis  &  moo 

sacramentis  ]?an '  crist  vsede  &  his  apostlis,  ]?at  tau^ten  vs  New  Bacrunents. 

alle  treu)?e  &  spedly  sauynge  of  oristene  peple.    ^ Also  mochil 

blasphemye  of  pr^latis  &  oJ?^e  men  of  feyned  obedience  & 

nedles  sweryngis    maad  to  worldly   pr^latis  schulden  ]?an  Neediest  oaths. 

cessen,  &  souereyn  obedience  to  god  &  his  lawe  &  eschewynge 

of  nedles  o^es  &  forswerynge  schulde  regne  among  cristene 

men.    ^Also  ]?an  schulde  men  eschewe  comynly  alle  J^e  p^ilis  Sommary  of  the 

seid  bifore  in  ]?e  first  chapitre  &  J^e  secunde  &  many  ]?ousand 

mo,  &  lyue  in  clennesse  &  sikemesse  of  conscience.   ^Also  J?an 

schulde  pr^tis  be  bisy  to  syke '  goddis  worschipe  &  sauynge 

of  menntM  soulis,  &  not  here  owene  worldly  glorie  &  wynnynge 

of  worldly  drit.     ^Also  ]?an  schulden   pr^stis  lyue  lich  to 

angels,*  as  Jei  ben  angelis  of  offices,  where  Jei  lyuen  now  as 

swyn  in  fleschly  lustis,  &  ti^nen  a^en  to  here  formere  synnes 

as  houndis  to  here  8p[e]wynge,  for  habundaunce  of  worldly 

goodis   &  ydelnesse  in  here  gostly  office   &   onere  moche 

bisynesse  aboute  J^is  wrecchid  lif.     for  J^es  dredes  &  many 

]?ou8and  mo,  &  for  to  be  more  lich  to  cristis  lif  &  his  apostlis, 

&  for  to  profite  more  to  here  owene  soules  &  o]?#re  mennt^, 

Bumme  pore  pr^stis  }>enken  wi]'  goddis  helpe^  to  traueile 

aboute  where  J'ei  schulden  most  profiten  by  euydenoe  }at  god 

jeue^  hem,  ^e  while  J^ei  ban  tyme  &  litel  bodily  strengj?e  & 

^ou]7e.     ne]?eles  ^ei  dampnen  not  curatis  ]?at  don  wel  here  Do  not  oondemn 

office,  so  f  flt  j^ei  kepen  liberte  of  ]?e  gospel,  &  dwellen  where        '^^^ 

J^ei  schullen  most  profite,  &  J^at  ]?ei  techen  trewly  &  etabely 

goddis  lawe  a^enst  false  prophetis  &  cursed  fendis  lymes. 

Crist  for  his  endeles  m^cy  helpe  his  pr^stis  &  comyn  peple  to 

be  war  of  an^»cristis  disceitis,  &  goo  euene  J^e  li^tte  weie  to 

heuene.    Ameu,  ihu  for  yin  endeles  charite. 

1  >at  X  *  seke  AA.  *  an  angel  X.  «  omitted  X. 
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XVII. 


HOW  ANTICHRIST  AND   HIS   CLERKS  TRAVAIL    TO 
DESTROY  HOLY  WRIT, 


This  tract  should  be  compared  with  a  short  fly-leaf  prmted  by  Mr.  Arnold, 
S.  E.  W.  III.  186. 

I  cannot  pretend  to  any  sure  judgment  as  to  the  authorship,  but  there 
is  nothing  in  it  at  variance  with  Wyclif's  teaching.  It  seems  to  have 
been  written  when  the  controversy  with  the  poor  priests  had  been  carried 
on  some  time,  and  when  they  found  it  necessary  to  justify  their  constant 
appeals  to  God's  law  (Talem  enim  habebant  terminum  in  omnibus  suis 
dictis,  semper  pr»tendendo  legem  Dei;  Goddis  lawe,  Knighton  2664.) 
It  is  possible  that  the  need  of  such  a  justification  would  be  soon  felt  even 
among  the  popular  preachers,  as  it  must  certainly  have  been  discovered 
very  early  in  the  schools.  We  need  not,  therefore,  assign  a  very  late  date 
to  this  composition. 

Copied  from  the  Corpus  MS.  X.  and  collated  with  the  Dublin  MS.  AA. 
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Hou  an^tcfist  &  his  clerkis  tr^meilen  to  distroie  holy 
writt  &  to  make  cristene  men  ynstable  in  J)e  fei)> 
&  to  sette  here  ground  in  deuelis  of  helle. 

Ceipiiulum  pn'mum. 

As  honre  lord  ihu  orist  ordeynede  to  make  his  sospel  sadly  Christ  ordained 

.  hta  four  evange- 

knowen  &  meyntened  ajenst  heretikis  &  men  out  of  bileue  bi  ustt  to  teaoh  the 
writtynge  of  his  foure  eu^imgelistis,  so  he  deuel  sathanas  soSatanbaafoor 

.  false  reaaooa  to 

casti]'  bi  an^t crist  &  his  worldly  false  clerkis  to  distroie  holy  apaet  it. 
*  writt  &  cristene  menntM  bileue  bi  foure  cursed  weies  or  fills  *Cp-  sioms.] 
resons.    f  pe  first,  hat  he  cbircbe  is  of  more  auctorite  &  more  i.  TheChnroh  is 

'  J       J  of  more  authority 

credence  ]?an  is  ony  gospel.  ^  pe  secunde,  ]?at  austyn  sei]?  J^at  than  m  gospel, 
he  wolde  not  bileue  to  Je  gospel  but  pf  J?e  chirche  taujte  hym  3""  hit  we  know 
so.  ^  pe  ]?ride,  fat  no  man  now  on  lyue  wote  wbiche  is  J?e  ^^'^  ^  ^ 
gospel  but  jif  it  be  bi  approuynge  of  ]?e  chirche.  f  pe  foUr]?e,  gESSh*^  °'  ^® 
jif  men  seyn  J>at  J?ei  bileuen  }at  Jis  is  )?e  gospel  of  matheu  or  Jue8tion!**'^why 
ion,  }ei  axen,  whi  bileuest  Jou  J^a t  J^is  is  }e  gospel ;  as  who  ^^  iSy^^^pS 
seij?,  }er  is  no  cause  but  for  Je  chirche  oonfermef  it  &  teche]?  ***  ^  ■*^* 
so.  pes  foure  euydences  &  many  moo  maki]?  )e  fend  to  Tbeeereaaonsare 
blynde  men  in  bUeue,  ]?at  ]?ei  schulden  not  knowe  wbiche  is  derutobiindmen  . 

as  to  good  and 

synne,  which  is  Y^rtUf  which  is  treu]?e,  which  is  falsnesse,  eriL 
which  IB  goody  which  is  euyl,  &  which  is  goddis  heste,  & 
which  IB  lesynge  of  }e  fend  for  to  brynge  alle  men  blyndly  to 
belle.     &  f  es  newe  religious  &  principaly  freris  pr^hen  ]?es  They  are 
euydences  &  sowen  hem  among  lewid  men  '  in  centres  to  religious  orders, 

and    mostly    by 

stoppe  pore  prastis  &  lewid  men,^  ^at  J^ei  ben  not  hardy  to  frian, 

speke  of  }e  gospel  &  holy  writt  &  goddis  comanndementis  & 

ioies  of  heuene  &  of '  synnes  &  peynes  of  purgatorie  &  of 

hellcy  lest  ]?ei  stiren  men  to  rise  out  of  synnys  for  drede  of 

peyneSy  &  to  lyfe  in  y^uous  lif  for  to  haue  }e  blisse  of 

heuene.    &  f  is  disceit  in  bileue  is  maad  &  coniected  of  J?e8 

cursed  pharisees  for  to  magnyfie  here  newe  feyned  ordres,  for  the  glory  of 

founden  of  synfdl  men,  not  only  wi}  oristis  dene  religion  but      "*^  **    "* 


1-1  omitted  X.  *  omitted  X. 
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256  HOW  ANTICHBIST  AND   HIS  CLERKS.  [Chap.  I. 

more  fan  it  or  ony  part  of  holy  writt ;  &  for  *  J?ei  willen  not 

be  conuyct  of  here  pride  &  ypocride  &  forsake  here  coueitise 

^Z7mSn  thS    ^  1^8*«  of  here  bely  &  here  propre  wille.     parfore  fei  wilen 

oi^^w'i^   rafere  renne  to  helle  fullire,'  &  drawe  alle  men  aft^*  hem 

men's  Mais.       heedly  bi  difltroiynge  of  cristene  feij?,  fan  to  come  to  cristis 

clone  religion  wif  fredam  of  f  e  gospel  fat  is  ordeyned  of  god 

of  endeles  wisdom  wif -outen  errotir  of  ony  synftil  man ;  for 

f  ei  mosten  fan  knoweleche  here  falsenesse  &  ypocriaie,  bi  f e 

whiche  f  ei  disoeyueden  cristene  men  fro  f  e  bigyngne  of  here 

nouelries  til  fis  tyme.    but  luciferis  pride  &  coneitise  of 

worldly  muk  &  of  hei^  astatis  and'  worldly  worschipe  may 

not  snffire  fis  mekenes,  as  men  dreden  ful  sore,  for  old  enuye 

of  sathanas  &  hard  rotynge  in  synne, 

Cspitulum  2"*- 

Fint  groimd.  See  we  now  hoa  f ei  bryngen  in  f e  first  cttrsed  ground,  fat 

f e  chirche  is  of  more  autorite  &  credence  fan  is  fe  gospel. 

^»^K**of  Nico!  f®^  ^^^  ^^  nychodeme  &  many  moo  writen  fe  gospellis  of 

wi?chtSamroh  ^^^  ^^  *  ^^®  techynge,  &  f  e  chirche  putte  hem  awey  & 

■et  aside.  approued  fes  foure  gospellis  of  matheu,  mark,  luk  &  ion. 

SghtiuT^!m3te  V^^  J®  chirche  my^te  as  wel^  haue  putt  out  fes  foure  & 

•nother  choice,    approued  fe  tofere  gospelleris;  sif  it  was  in  fi:ee  wille  & 

•[p.  211  MS.]      power  of  fe  *  chirche  to  reproue  &  dampne  whiche  fei  wolden 

&  approue  &  accepte  whiche  hem  lykede;  &  f^ore  men 

schulden  bileue  more  to  fe  chirche  fan  to^  ony'  gospel. 

Theie  i^ovtiM    ^  First  fes  fercastynge  heretikis  ynd^rstonden  bi  fe  chirche  fe 

S?^^2?Sj    P^P®  ^^  rome  &  his  cardynalis,  &  fe  multitude  of  worldly 

•upportera.        clerkis  assentynge  to  his  symonye  &  worldly  lordischipe 

aboue  alle  kyngis  &  emp^ours  of  fis  world ;  for  ellis  it  were 

not  to  here  purpos  to  magnyfye  f e  chirche  as  fei  now  don. 

^ed**tL°hof*  P*"^^®  trewe  men  seyn  fat  f e  clergie  fat  first  was  kunnynge 

t\mS°^it^tSl  ^  ^°^y  ^^  ^^^  ^*®  BlfAjid  bi  fe  holy  gost  to  take  fes  gospellis 

norSSo5«8°'*  *  charge  not  cristene  peple  wif  mo;  sif  fes  ben  ynowe  & 

1  herfore  X.  »  fiilbere  AA.  »  of  X. 

*  omitted  AA.  *    our  X. 
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profitable^  at  ]?e  fulle,  &  ben  figured  in  many  prophecies  of 

goddis  lawe ;  &  ]?e8  foure  witnessis  weren  acceptid  of  ^e  holy 

gost  to  ]?ia  writynge  for  many  skillis  ]pat  we  may  not  telle 

now;  but  c^tes  }e  chirche  myjtte  not  haue  putt  awey  fes  but  the  church 

gospellis  &  acceptid  Je  oj.ere.     for  J?an  it  hadde  don  ajenat  ]?e  otherwiw. 

dom  of  god  &  ajenst  ]?e  treujye  of  ihu  crist  &  ajenst  charite  of 

J?e  holy  gosty  for  to  putte  awey  ]?es  witnesses  "pat  knewen 

more  of  goddis  prmyte  &  weren  holiere  of  lif,  &  to  take 

witnessis  not  so  kunnynge  of  goddis  dom  ne  so  holy  of  lif  ne 

80  meke  ne  so  stable  in  feip  &  in  loue  of  ihu  crist.     but  ^es 

sotil  heretikis  troueilen  ny^t  &  day  to  ensaumple  }e  multitude  These  heretics 

of  worldly  derkis.  hat  ben  ful  of  symonye,  pride,  coueitise,  authority  of  a 

t  i^.«,  1^  -L-.^a^*.    voridly  clergy 

glotonye,  lechene  &  op^e   synnes,  aboue  ihu  cnst  &  his  above  that  of 

Christ. 

gospel,  for  to  haue  here  worldly  lif,  pride  &  lustis  meyntened, 

fat  no  man  schulde  lette  hem  in  here  worldly  glorie  ne  dis- 

trurble  hem  of  here  lustis,  ]?ou^  fei  neuere  so  foule  lien  of 

god  &  sclaundren  his  peple.     for  fei  wolen  make  here  cursed 

lif  &  heresies  to  be  gospel  &  bileue  of  cristene  men ;  but 

where  ben  more  cursed  traitouris  to  god  &  his  lawe  &  more 

pmlous  &  false  prophetis  to  cristene  peple  ?    for  god  com-  b«t.  xzii.  i8. 

aundi]?  vp  peyne  of  his  grete  curs  &  deep  dampnynge  in  helle 

fat  no  man  schal  wi]?-drawe  fro  his  lawe  ony  poynt  of  treu]?e, 

ne  adde  ]?^-to  ony  nouelrie  fat  is  not  approued  of  }e  trinyte, 

&  ihu  crist  sei]?  fat  his  gospel  is  euerlastynge  testament.    But 

^i  wolen  for-don  it  wi]?   a  stynkynge  blast  of  an^icristis 

ctfrsed  moul?.     lord,  hou  doren  cristene  men  meyntene  siche  Christians  should 

'  "^  not  maintain  such 

heretikis,  ajenst  goddis  techynge  &  pees  of  cristene  peple  ?  heretics. 
siche  weiward  heretikis  ben  ful  vnable  to  reule  pr^latis  & 
lordis  &  comyns  in  schrifte,  in  pr^chynge  &  pr^Dge  &  of  ere 
poyntis  of  here  soule  helj^e,  for  ]?ei  disceyuen  hem  in  feif  & 
good  lif,  for  to  haue  here  owene  pride  &  coueitise  &  lustis 
bom  yp,  &  so  drawen  alle  men  to  helle  ^at  ben  reulid  bi 
snche  false  confessours,  fabe  pr^chours  &  false  conseilours. 

*  ^erfji  AA.  »  on  AA. 
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[Chaf.  m. 


The  Moond  wheel 

in     the    deril's 

wain. 

•[p.  212a  MB.] 


By  the  Church 
Aoatin  means 
Christ,  and  the 
apoetlea  and 
saints; 


hot  these  heretics 
anderstand  the 
worldly  clergy. 


St.  Aastin  is 
slandered. 


Christians  should 
uphold    Chriat'ii 


Gapitulum  3"** 

See  now  ]?e  secuwde  wheel  in  J^is  denelis  wayn;  Jei  bare 
vpon  austyn  J?at  he  seij?  J^us,  ♦Jyat  he  wolde  not  bileue  to  ^e 
gospel  but  ^if  }e  chirohe  seide  it.  so  trewe  men  answeren 
}^U8:  suppose^  ]?at  aastyn  sei)  }iB  word,  he  seide  to  yis 
entente,  J?at  but  jif  crist,  heuyd  of  holy  chirche,  &  seyntis  i» 
heuene  &  J^e  apostlis  of  crist,  J^at  ben  holy  chirohe,  seiden  & 
approueden  ]?is  gospel,  ellis  he  wolde  not  bileue  ^^r-to ;  &  ^is 
vnd^rstondynge  is  ful  trewe  &  resonable  &  accordynge  to  ^e 
lett^e  of  austyn.  but  }ei  vnd^rstonden  }vlb,  but  ^if  J'e 
multitude  of  cursed  worldly  clerkis  approue  ]?is  for  ^e  gospel, 
ellis  austyn  wolde  not  bileue  to  ]?e  gospel  of  ihu  crist ;  &  si]? 
austyn  was  &  is  so  gret  a  doctour  of  holy  ohirche,  no  man 
schulde  bileue  to  ^e  gospel  but  ^if  J^e  chirche  of  ]?e8  pr^latis 
confermen  J^at  ]?is  is  ^e  gospel  of  crist.  panne*  }if  }e 
multitude  of  an^icristis  clerkis  approuen  not  ^e  gospel  De 
treu}?e  of  holy  writt,  no  man  schulde  holde '  J>e  gospel  ne  ony 
comaundement  of  god,  ne  meyntene  ony  treu]?e  a^enst  an^i- 
crist  &  his  worldely  pr^latis.  but  what  heresie  my^tte  soonere 
distroie  cristene  menntM  bileue  ?  &  god  forbede  )at  austyn 
were  in  }?is*  parilous  heresie,  or  ony  cristene  man.  p^-fore 
it  is  cursed  lesynge  to  sclaund[r]e  seynt  austin  wi]?  J^is  cursed 
errour,  to  •  coloure  here  owene  false  vnd^rstondynge  &  heresie 
hi  Jis  holy  doctour.  for  bi  Jis  cursed  wheel,  jif  an^tcristis 
clerkis  dampne  cristene  mejmtis  fei]?  &  ^  comaundementis  of 
god  &  poyntis  of  charite,  &  bryngen  in  here  owen  weiward 
lawis  to  holden  vp  here  pride  &  coueitise,  &  to  curse  men 
for  fei  don  werkis  of  charite,  men  moten  vp  peyne  of 
dampnacion  receyue  here  cursed  dedis  as  bileue,  &  forsake  }e 
gospel  of  ihu  crist,  &  take  fendis  lesyngis  in  stede  of  goddia 
lore ;  &  moo  cursednesse  to  distroie  cristene  feij?  ]?an  wole  sue 
of  Jis  cfirsed  vnd^rstondynge  may  no  man  ne  fend  ymagyne  til 
J?e  day  of  dom.    p^fore  cristen  men*  schulden  stonde  to  J?e  de} 


1  rappo  X. 
A  omitted  X. 


»  jan  X. 
»  omitted  X. 
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for  meyntenynge  of  cristiB  gospel,  &  trewe  vnd^stondyiige  jospei  to  the 

}er'Of  geten  bi  holy  lif  &  gret  studie,  &  not  sette  here  fei}  pot  their  trust 

ne  triste  in  synful  pr^latis  &  here  cursed  clerkis,  ne  in  here 

vnd^stondynge  of  holy  writt,  for  )?ei  ben  vnable  wij  Jis  whose  spiritual 

worldly  lif  fol  of  pride,  coneitise,  glotonye  &  ydelnesse,  as  *  hy  luxury. 

haukynge  &  hnntynge,  &  pleiynge  at  ]?e  chees  &  tablis,  & 

riot  &  dannsynge,  &  festis  makynge,  dronkenesse  &  lecberie, 

to  p^ceyae  )?e  trenj^e  of  holy  writt  &  heije  prtfuyteea  of  god. 

for  cnst  sei]?  in  ]?e  gospel  J^at  J^e  fadir  of  heuene  hidi}'  J^es  Matt.  zi.  25. 

treujTes  fro  worldly  wise  men  &  queynte,  &  schewi]?  hem  to 

meke  men  as  weren  cristis  disciplis.     &  ]?e  wise  man  seij?  }at  ftov.  ix.  10. 

]?e  wisdom  schal  not  entre  iis-to  an  enyl  willid  man,  for  J^e 

drede  of  god  is  bigynnynge  &  plente  of  wisdom,  &  ]?ei  han 

not  ]?is  drede;  J^an  J^ei  han  not  J^is  wisdom,     p^rfore  it  is 

laciferis  pride,  &  passe]?  it,  to  constreyne  men  to  take  vDd^r- 

stondynge   of  holy  writt  aft^   fe   witt   &   dom   of  siche 

worldly  ♦clerkis,  ]?at  ben  enemys  of  cnst  &  his  lawe  &  his  •[?.  2126MS.] 

B^ruauwtis,  for  J>ei  ben  blynde  in  goddis  lawe  &  good  lif,  & 

leden  blynde  men  to  helle,  as  crist  seib  in  ]?6  gospel ;  for  in  They  lead  bimd 

'  '  ,  men  to  hell, 

steed  of  k6ies  of  heuene,  ^at  ben  kunnynge  of  holy  writt  & 
power  to  distroie  synne  &  saue  cristene  soulis  bi  trewe 
techynge  &  good  ensaumple,  }ei  han  ignoraunce  of  goddis 
lawe,  &  no  wil'  to  studie  &  lyue  ]>tfr-aftir,  but  kunnynge  & 
practisynge  in  here  owene  wickede  la  wis  for  pride  &  coueitise, 
&  feynen  hem  power  of  tirauntrie  to  stoppe  treue  men  fro 
pr^hynge  of  ^e  gospel,  &  ^if  ]?ei  pr^chen  a^enst  here  wille  to 
curse  hem  &  prisone  hem  &  brenne  hem':  &  certis  fes  ben  ot  which  they 

'^  '  ^  have  the  keys. 

keies  of  helle. 

Capitulum  4*** 
See  now  he  bridde  wheel  of  sathanas  chaar.    pes  cautelous  Third  wheel  in 

Satan's  car. 

clerkis  &  religious  of  lucifer  seyn  hat  no  man  wot  whiche  is  That  men  know 

the   gospel  only 

the  gospel  but  bi  approuynge  &  confermynge  of  J^e  chirche.  ^y  the  church's 
but  trewe  men  seyn  ]?at  to  here  vnd^stondynge  ]ns  is  ful  of 

1  &  X  >  wel  X.  9  omitted  AA. 
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but  Christians    falsed ;  for  cristene  men  ben  c^rteyn  of  bileue,  bi  gracious 

hav«  this  cer-  ^  j  o 

ch?wt.^^**°  ^y  jifte  of  ibu  crist,  J?at  J^is  trea]?e  taujt  bi  cmt  &  his  apostlis  is 
^e  gospel,  ^ou}  alle  an^icristis  clerkis  crien  neiure  so  faste  ]re 
contrarie  vp  peyne  of  curs  &  prisonynge  &  brennjnge.  & 
}is  bileue  is  not  groundid  on  ^e  pope  &  his  cardinalis,  for 
]?a»ne  it  moste  faile  &  ben  vndon,  as  }>ei  failen  &  ben  sumtyme 
distroied,  but  on  ihu  crist,  god  &  man,  &  on  ^e  holy  trinyte ; 
&  so  it  may  neu^re  faile  but  in  defaute  of  him  ^at  schulde 
lone  god  &  s^ue  him  &  faile}>  in  ]?es  two  poyntis,  for  almy^tty 
god  &  his  treu]?es  ben  foundement  of  cristene  menntM  feij?. 

1  Cor.  iii.  11.  ^u^  as  poul  seij?,  foundement  may  no  man  sette  biside  ]?at 
^at  is  sette,  ^at  is  ihu  crist.  p^fore  J'ouj  an^tcrist  &  alle 
^es '  worldly  clerkis  ben  biried  depe  in  helle  for  here  cursed 

who  is  the  only  symonyc,  pride,  &  coueitise  &  o^^re  synnys,  jit  cristene  feif 

ground  of  faith,  failej  not;  for  )?ei  ben  not  ground  ^er-of  but  ihu  crist  is 
ground  y&r-of.  for  he  is  cure  god  &  cure  beste  maistre,  eu^re 
redy  to  teche  trewe  men  alle  ]?iDge  }at  is  profitable  &  nedfnl 
to  here  soulis ;  &  he  may  not  faile  in  }\s  techynge  but  for 
Tnablete  of  him  ]?at  schulde  resceyue  }is  techynge. 

Copitulum  S"' 

The  fourth  wheel  pc  fourj^c  whcl  of  belialis  carte  is  ^is :  jit  cristene  men 
seyn  ]?ei  knowen  bi  bileue  J^at  ]?is  is  cristis  gospel,  )es 
malicious  heretikis  azen  whi  }>ei  bileuen  ^at  ]yis  is  gospel, 
but  trewe  men  axen  of  hem  ajenward  whi  ]«i  bileuen  ]?at 
god  is  god ;  &  jif  J^ei  tellen  a  good  sufficient  cause,  telle  we 

chriRtiansbeiieTe  he  Same  cause  whi  we  bileuen  l^at  bis  is  cristis  gospel,     but 

in  the  gospel,  as  '^  .  i     .  t^ 

they  do  in  God.  ^es  heretikis  wolden  haue  ^is  cause :  for  ^es  pr^latis  techen  ]?tft 
J^is  is  cristis  gospel ;  &  ]?anne '  J^ei  wolden  haue  of  ]?is  cause 
alle  here  false  purpos,  J^at  what  eu^e  ^es  pr^latis  techen 
opynly  &  meyntenen  stedfastly,  were  of  as  gret  autorite  or 

*[p.  212c  MS.]  more  'pan.  is  cristis  gospel ;  *  &  so  ]?ei  wolden  distroie  holy  writt 
&  cristene  fei]?,  &  meyntenen  pat  what-eutfre  pei  don  were  no 
synne.     but  cristene  men  taken  here  fei^  of  god  bi  his 

i  his  X.  *  omitted  X. 
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Chap.  T.J  HOW  AT9TICHRIST'  AKD  HIS  CLERKS.  261 

gracious  jifle,  whanne  he  jeue]?  to  hem  knowynge  &  vnd^-  Bytbe  gift  of 

stondjnge  of  treu]^es  nedfol  for  to  saue  menniM  soulis  bi,  & 

grace  to  assente  in  here  herte  to  sache  trenj^es;  &  fiB  men 

clepen  fei]?.     &  of  ]?i8  fei]?  oriBtene  men  ben  more  certeyn  ^an  Wbat  faith  u. 

ony  man  is  of  ony*  worldly  J^ing  bi  ony  bodily  witt ;  &  ]?«•- 

fore  crist  reproue]?  most  defaate  of  bilene,  bo]?e  in  ^  iewis  & 

in  his  disciplis,  &  ^eriore  oristis  apostlis  preieden*  most  to 

hane  stabilnesse  in  feip;  for  it  is  unpossible  ]7at  ony  man  plese  Man'meed  of 

god  wi^-outen  fei^,  &  so  crist  pr^ide  principaly  ^at  ^e  fei^  of  power. 

petir  &  o]7ere  disciplis  sohulden  not  faile  endeles ;  &  goddis 

lawe  telli)?  hon  bi  feip  seyntis  wron^ten  alle  here  grete  wondris 

&  memailis  ]^at  }ei  diden.     &  jif  an^usrist  seie  here  }at  echo 

man  may'  feyne  ]^at  he  ha]^  rijt  fei^  &  goode  ynd^stondynge 

of  holy  writt  ;ouyn  of  god  whanne  he  is  in  errowr,  late  a 

man  sake  in  alle  j^ingis  trewely  ^e  honotir  of  god  &  lyue  iustly 

to  god  &  man,  &  Jeanne  god  wole  not  faile  to  him  in  ony  ]?ing 

]?at  is  nedful  to  hym,  neiper  in  fei]^  ne  ynd^rstondynge  ne  in 

answere  a^enst  his  enemyes.    &  for  fei]?  is  scheld  of  cristene 

men  ajenst  alle  temptacions  of  }e  fend  &  ground  of  alle 

T^tues,  >^fore  sathanas  ordeyned  bes  newe  sectis  to  be  so  satan,  to  weaken 

o    ,  «    ,  «    ,    ,  ,.^  1,     «aith.  has  raised 

manye  &  haue  name  of  kunnynge  &  holynesse  bifore  alle  up    theae   new 

aeota, 

oj^ere,  &  groundi]^  in  hem  pride,  enuye,  coueitise,  glotonye, 

lecherie  &  ypocrisie  to  walwe  among  ]?e  peple  &  stire  hem  bi  - 

word  &  ensaumple  to  be  vnstable  in  ^e  feip;  &  stire]^  hei^e 

worldly  pr^latis  to  be  fauourable  to  hem  &  meyntenen  hem  in 

yis  ypocrisie  to  coloure  here  owene  synne  ]?er-bi,  &  to  lette 

treue  men  to  pr^che  pleynly  &  frely  cristis  gospel  &  }e  hestis 

of  god  for  aauynge  of  manniM  soule.     &  here-bi  &  [bi]  many 

moo  disceitis  schulden  cristene  men  knowe  how  ^es  newe 

religious  ben  false  prophetis  &  cursed  sectis,  of  whiche  crist  of  which  Christ 

"^     "^  '  and  his  aposUea 

&  his  apostUs  prophecieden  bifore,  &  tau^ten  men  to  knowe  propheaied. 
hem  bi  here  werkis/  ]?at  ben  ypocrisie,  coueitise  &  meyn- 
tenynge  of  synne  bi  fals  prechynge,  flaterynge,  fals  conseilynge 
&  sclaunderynge  of  trewe  men,"  &  makynge'  men  siker  of 

1  only  X.  2  preiseden  X.  *  omitted  X. 

4  derldsAA*  ^  omitted  X.  *  makenX. 
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262  HOW  ANTICHRIST  AND  HIS  CLERKS.  [Chip.  V. 

Letters  of  frater-  gostly  helpe  bi  fals  lett^a  of  tratemjte  &  many  opere  nouel- 

2  John  10.  ries  brou^t  vp  bi  ypocrisie  &  coneitise.    &  as  ion  ]?e  euavngelist 

comaundi]?,  cristene  men  schulden  not  resceyue  hem  in-to  here 

2  Then.  iu.  14.  houses  ne  seie  to  hem,  heil.  &  poul  biddi]?  ^at  men  schulden 
not  comune  wi^  hem,  ]?at  J^ei  ben  confoundid  &  Bchamed  of 
here  false  heresie  &  tume  to  cristis  dene  religion  wij'-outen 
errour  of  synfal  menntM  tradicions.  God  almyjtty  strengj^e 
his  litil  flok  ^  a^enst  ^es  foure  whelis  of  sathanas  chaari  a^enst 

•[p.  213  MS.]  ^an^tcristis  derkis  &  helperis,  &  make  hem  stronge  in  ri^tful 
fei^,  hope  &  charite,  to  seke  trewely  ^e  worschipe  of  ihu  crist 
&  sauynge  of  mennw«  soulis;  to  dispise  an^tcristis  host  & 
feyned  power ;  &  wilfally  &  ioiefully  suffire  peyne  &  reproue* 
in  J^e  world  for  ]?e  name'  of  ihu  &  his  gospel,  to  jeue  sade 
ensaumple  to  o^^e  for  to  folowe  &  conquere  ^e  hei^e  blisse  of 
heuene  bi  glorious  martirdom  as  o^^e  seyntis  diden  bifore. 
Ihu  for  ^in  endeles  my^t,  endeles  wisdom,  endeles  goodnesse 
&  charite,  graunle  to  ts  synful  wrecchis  j^is  bone.    Amen. 

1  folk  X.  2  reprof  AA.  •  fanne  AA, 
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XVIII. 
HOW  SATAN  AND  HIS  PRIESTS,  Exa 


I  SEE  no  reason  to  deny  the  authenticity  of  this  tract*  In  complaining  of 
the  manner  in  which  Scripture  was  wrested  to  all  ends  by  setting  aside 
its  literal  sense,  Wyclif  was  insisting  on  a  favourite  topic.  It  is  curious, 
howeyer,  to  find  him  maintaining  the  right  of  preaching  against  wicked 
men  by  name,  since,  so  far  as  I  know,  there  is  no  personal  attack  in  any 
of  his  work^;  the  nearest  approach  to  it  being  his  allusions  to  Spencer's 
action  in  heading  the  Elanders  Crusade.  It  is  possible,  having  regard 
to  the  context,  to  suppose  that  he  means  ouly  class  names  (such  as 
*  prelates,'  *  friars,'  etc.).  He  may  have  been  taxed  with  want  of  charity 
in  attacking  special  classes,  instead  of  confining  himself  to  a  general 
denunciation  of  sin.  It  seems  that  in  any  case  his  attacks  were  returned. 
Copied  from  the  Corpus  MS.  X.  and  collated  with  the  Dublin  MS.  AA. 

SUHMABT. 

Chap.  I.    Three  heresies  prevalent ;   1.  That  holy  writ  is  false.     2.  That  it 
is  lawfiil  to  tie.    3.  That  it  is  uncharitable  to  denonnce  sins  of 

great  men  « .„ ^        .....        —     p.  264 

The  first  two  are  upheld  in  schools  of  divinity ;  the  third  by  pre- 
lates and  great  men  ^ 265 

11.    They  say  that  holy  writ  is  false,  since  against  both  testaments  they 

maintain  that  the  clergy  may  hold  secular  lordship      .....        265 

They  advocate  a  false  mode  of  interpretation,  refusing  the  literal 
sense  ...«        ...„        ^       .....        ^        «        .....  266 

Reasons  for  such  advocacy   .....        .....        -         .....  267 

III.  Lies  are  brought  in,  because  prelates  and  new  religious  are  false, 

havbg  forsucen  the  way  in  which  they  are  bound  to  tive        .....  268 

Abuses  of  the  orders ;  child-stealing,  etc 269 

Lying  in  act  has  led  to  lying  in  word         .....        270 

IV.  Prelates  and  false  reUgions  say  that  it  is  against  charity  to  expose 

their  sins   «..        ..«.        .....        «.»        «...  271 

It  is  a  priest's  duty  to  warn  men  of  their  sins      .....        «...        «.«  27  L 

Prelates  and  religious  attack  other  men  in  their  sermons  ««        273 

But  they  wish  to  shut  the  mouths  of  reprovers,  lest  they  should  lose 

influence  and  wealth        ««.       ^       «...       .«..       .««       ««,  273 
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264  HOW  SATAN    AND  HIS  PRIESTS.  [Chap.  I. 


Hou  sathanas  &  his  pr^tls  &  his  feyned  religious 
casten  bi  j^re  cursed  heresies  to  distroie  alle  good 
lyuynge  &  mayntene^  alle  manure  of  syime. 

Capitulum  'primum. 

biSwordaSd by  ^^  almyjtty  god  in  trinyte  ordeynej  men  to  come  to  J^e  blisse 

^^'  of  heuene  bi  J^re  groundis,  bi  knowynge  of  J>e  trinyte  bi  sad 

fei]?,  bi  treue  kepynge  of  goddis  hestis,  &  bi  p^t  charite 

&  endeles,  so  sathanas  &  his  worldly  clerkis  &  his  feyned 

religious  ful  of  sotil  ypocrisie  casten  to  distroie  alle  Tertuous 

Three  heresie* :  Uf  &  iustise,  &  meyntene  alle  man^e  of  synne  bi  Jtcs  J^re 

i'fS«'^°*^^^^  cursed  groundes.    pe  first  is  }at  holy  writt  is  fals ;  ^e  secunde 

L'^tS^iij*^^''"  y^^  **'  ^^  ^®^^  *  medful  to  lie;  >e  >ridde  >at  it  is  a^nst 

apdM^charity  charite  to  cric  opynly  a^ens  pr^latis  synnes  &  o^er  myjtty 

Sf^S?*^'S!  mennys.     for  as  >ei  seyn  ^is  is  bacbitynge  or  detraction  & 

Sew  opSom!"*  sclaundrywge,  to  brynge  men  out  of  deuocion  to  god  &  holy 

cbirche,  &  make  men  of  religion  of  euyl  name  where  J^ei 

weren  bifore  holden  goode  &  holy;  &  ]?is  pr^bynge  stire]? 

lordis  &  o^^e  men  to  wij^drawe  worldly  goodis  fro  men  of 

holy  chircbe,  &  so  hyndri]?  goddis  saruyce  &  pr^ieris  for  ^ 

pees  &  maken'  discencion  &  enuye.     for  }if  holy  writt  be  fals 

men  may  haue  noon  autorite  J^^-bi  to  reproue  synne  &  praise 

y^ues  &  vMuons  lif.     &  }if  it  be  leffel  &  meritorie  to  leie, 

]^an  no  man  ha]?  ground  to  stire  men  &o  synne  bi  grete  peynes 

bihijte  bi  oristis  word,  ne  stire  men  to  Ttfrtues  bi  grete  ioies 

of  heuene.     for  si^  it  is  medful  to  lie,  as  ]?ei  seyn,  crist  Tsed 

]?is  medful  craft  at  ^e  fuUe,  &  no  man  may  Jeanne  wite  in 

whiche  autorite  he  seide  so]?  &  in  whiche  he  lei^ede.     &  jif  it 

be  a^enst  charite  to  pr^he  &  crie  openly  a^enst  synne  of 

pr^latis  &  men  of  }e  chirche  &  ojfere  myjtty  men,  ]?an  cnstis 

lif  &  his  techynge  &  his  apostlis  &  prophetes  in  ]Fe  olde  lawe 

&  his  comaundementis  to  his  prophetis  weren  ajenst  charite, 

1  meyntenpge  X.  '  omitted  Z.  >  lio  in  both  MSS. 
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Chap.  U  ]  HOW  SATAN  AND   HIS  PRIESTS.  265 

ful  of  detraocion  &  sclaundrynge.    but  what  heresies  my^tte 

more  blaspheme  god,  more  distroie  holy  writt  &  virtuous  lif, 

&  more  norische  synne  &  cursed  men  in  here  lustis  ?    &  c^tis 

wip'inne  ]?i8  seuene  ^eer  worldly  coueitouse  clerkis  &  feyned 

religious  *   meyntened  i»  scolis  of  dyuynite  two  J^e  firste  Two  of  thne 

heresies,  &  jit  holden  it  a  noble  dede  to  susteyne  hem ;  *&  )?e  •Cp-  ^J*^  I 

]^ridde  heresie  regnyd'  J^an  &  jit  do  J  more  &  more  among  ^^^^  **'  ^" 

prtflatw,  feyned  religious  &  lordis  &  comyns  for  J>e  more  part.  J^iIq^J**^^  JJJI 

hou  stiren  suche  heretikis  &  blasphemes  god  of  treuj^e  to  ^^' 

m^cy  hi  here  prweris,  aij?  god  cursej  to  here  blyssyngis,  as 

he  seij>  bi  pr<>phete  malechie,  &  here  pmere  is  abhowinable  &  Maiwhi  u.  2. 

cursed,   for  }ei  twmen  awey  &  heren  not  goddis  lawe  & 

fuMlen  it  in  dede.    hou'  meyntenen  lordis  }e  treu^e  of  J^e 

gospel  &  holy  writt,  si)?  j^ei  meyntenen   siche   blaspheme 

heretikis  to  be  dowid  in  seculer  lordischipe  ajenst  goddis 

comaundement  &  ensaumple  of  cristis  lif  &  his  apostlis  ?    hou 

doun  pr^tis  here  office  ]7at  schulde  witnesse  ^e  treu^e  of 

goddis  lawe  to  sufl&e  peyne  &  de)?  Jj^rfore  ?    hou  don  comnnes 

here  trewe  s^ruyce  to  god,  ]?at  meyntenen  siche  heretikis  & 

worschipen  hem  in  word  &  dede  whanne  J^ei  owen  to  knowen 

here  opyn  falsnesse?     it  is  grett  m^ruaile  fat  god  of  his 

endles  ri  jtwisnesse  *  distroie^  not  alle  Jis  cursed  peple  to  helle 

for  yeB  cursed  blasphemyes  &  erresies*  &  wickid  meyntenynge; 

but  Curtis  ]?e  lengere  ]^at  he  spare^  bi  m^rcy,  fe  sorere  schal 

]?e  vengaunce  be  but  jif  men  amenden  hem. 

Ceipitulum  2** 
See  now  hou  l^es  cursed  heretikis  bryngen  in  l^e  firste  TheM    hentsos 

'  ./    o  /  ^  Bay  that  holy  writ 

blasphemye.     first  }ei  seyn  &  meyntenen  ^at  clerkis  may  la  false,  by  sup- 
leffully  haue  seculer  lordischipis  &  lyue  in  pompe  &  worldly  forbidden       in 
welfare  as  lordis.     &  holy  writt  old  &  newe  &  cristis '  lif  & 
his  apostlis  dampnen  ]ds  pride  &  wreccheduesse  in  clerkis. 
&  neden  hem  to  mekeuesse  &  wilful  troueile  &  pou^rt.     & 

*  omitted  X.  •  regne>  X.  •  and  AA. 

^  mercy  X.  ^  heretikiB  X.  *  crist  X. 
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266  HOW  SATAN  AND  HIS  PRIESTS.  [Chap.  U. 

many  men  aleggen  faste  holy  writt  a^enst  ye  worldly  lif  of 

derkis ;  yerfore  }ei  seyn  J^at  holy  writt  is  fals,  for  trewe  men 

schulden  haue  noon  auctorite  a^enst  here  cursed  lif.     pe 

They  inyent  a  secunde  tvme  bei  f jnden  vp  a  newe  manure  of  speche  or  logik, 

logic  that  is  con-  .»         j         ^  x  *  ^ 

trary    to    holy  ^ot  is  contrflrie  to  ]?e  speche  of  holy  writt ;  &  for  ^ei  wolen 

meyntenen  here  owen  fyndynge  as  good  &  trewe,  ^eriore  ^ei 

seyn  }at  ^e  speche  of  holy  writt  is  fals  J^ot  reuersi]^  ^  here 

owene  fonnydnesse.     &  here  ^ei  maken  god  a  fool  &  fals,  in 

as  moche  as  in  hem  is,  &  schewen  hem  self  wise  men  & 

trewe ;  &  algatis  feynen  hem  self  wieere  &  treuere  ^an  god 

almy^tty.     %pe  ^ridde  tyme  J^ei  coueten  name  of  wisdom  & 

worschipe  of  J?is  world  &  here  owene  excellence  more  ]?anne 

goddis  honour,  &  ^^fore  ]?ei  disdeynen  to  sue  mekely  ^e 

speche  of  goddis  lawe  &  j^e  lif  of  crist  &  his  apostlis,  but 

maken  newe  lawis  &  logik  ]?at  maken  holy  writt  derk  &  fals 

to  ^e  comyn  Tnd^rstondynge  of  hem  &  here  folweris.     &  ^It 

^ei  schame  sumdel  to  seie  to  cnstene  lordis  fat  holy  writt  is 

They  My.  that  fals,  but  }ei  don  worse  bi  sotel  ypocrisie  }at  holy  writt  is  fals 

to  he  taken  liter- to  j^g  wordis  but  Jc  vnd^stondynge  }er'0{  is  trewe;  &  j?is 

hat  as  explained  TndtfTstondynge  haugi^  in  det^rminactbn  of  worldly  pr^latis, 

•fp.  215  MS.]      yat  kunnen  not  holy  writt  &  ben  not  able  to  *haue  inspiracion 

of  J?e  holy  gost  bi  here  holy  lif,  for  Jei  ben  comynly  ful  of 

symonye,  pride,  coueitise,  glotonye,  lecherie,  manquellynge 

&  opere  synnys,  &  open  heretikis  &  enemys  of  cnst  &  his 

Matt.  XT.  14.      lawe  &  his  trewe  s^ruauntis.     &  ihu  crist  sei]?  ]^at  siche  ben 

blynde  &  leden  blynde  men  in-to  ]?e  lake  of  synne  &  at  ^ 

laste  to  helle ;  for  ^if  }ei  ban  money  &  gold  at  here  lykynge 

bi  extorsion  &  robberie,  J^ei  reckon  not  of  cristene  soulis  hou 

Bntthewpre-    foul  deuelis  deuouren  hem.     &  te  holy  gost  dwelli>  not  in 

latea  have  not  /  ^    o  j 

to*i2ioS[lE^    siche  proude  &  coueitouse  clerkis,  for  ^i  ben  templis  of  }e 

the  truth,  f^^  ^  j^gj  worschipen  fals  goddis  &  dwellen  in  ■  ydolatrie, 

hou  schulde  god  teche  hem  pe  precius  treu]?es  of  his  lawe  ? 

but  Curtis  bi  ^is  ypocrisie  ^i  wolen  brynge  in  what  heresie 

yat  hem  likip  &  meyntene  it  for  good  treu]?e  &  profitable. 

*  reaceyueth  X.  *  omitted  X, 
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for  j^ei  seyn  )at  here  sentence  &  dom  is  vnd^stondynge  of 

holy  writt;  &  ]7es  worldly  pr^latis  wolen  make  a  congregacion  How  fhey  get 

of  hem  self  &  clerkis  assentynge  to  hem,  samme  for  worldly 

drede  &  worldly  fauour,  summe  for  gold  &  hope  of  beneficis, 

&  samme  for  drede  of  curs,  priaynge  of  beneficis  &  sdaundre 

&  prisonynge  &  brennynge.     but  se  now  ^e  wodnesse  of  ^is 

blasphemye.    first  jif  holy  writt  be  fals,  certis  god  autor'  J^jJ^^^God**  its 

Jtfr-of  .is  fals,  &  si)?  Jei  graunten  J?e  friste  errour,  ^ei  moten  «athor,isWM. 

graimte  al  }at  sae}  yer-oL     also  }ei  feynen  }?at  a  fool  &  a 

cursed  deuyl  is  wisere  &  trewere  J?an  ihu  crist  god  &  man, 

si^  here  speche  is  wittiere  &  trewere  ^an  ^e  speche  of  god  in 

holi  writt,   &  J?is  reson  is  pleyn.     suppose  ^at  J^is  clerk 

writynge  or  techynge  contrarie  speche  to  holy  writt  schal  be 

dampnyd,  for  ]?an  he  is  a  deuyl  as  crist  sei]?  of  iudas,  &  as  J^ei 

feynen  his  writynge  &  techynge  is  wittiere  &  trewere  ^au 

techynge  &  writynge  of  god"  almyjtty ;  )?an  it  suej?  opynly  ' 

}at  a  fool  &  a  ct^rsed  deuyl  is  wittiere  &  trewere  J^an  ihu 

crist,  kyng  of  wisdom  &  treuj^e.     Lord,  si^  }e  holy  gost  is 

autonr  &  welle  of  witt  &  treu^e,  whe^er  he  tau^tte  not  goddis 

prophetis  &  cristis  apostlis  to  write  &  speke  treu]?e ;  whe^r 

]?e  fend  sathanas  techi^  proude  &  coueitouse  clerkis,  fill  of 

symonye  &  opere  synnys,  more  witt  &  treu)?e  Jan  }e  holy 

gost  techere  of  alio  treu]?e  tau^te  cristis  apostlis  &  euawnge- 

listis,  J^at  weren  sad  in  bileue  &  charite  &  holy  &  trewe  in  lif 

&  techynge.     &  whanne  al  }e  ground  is  sou^t  of  )?is  heresie 

it  stondi]?  in  ]?i8  poynt,  ]fat  holy  writt,  goddis  owene  word,  is 

fals  for  yiB  cursed  heretik  mysynd^rstondi]?  it,  or  for  it  dis- 

plese]?  ^'is  heretik  &  reproue]?  J'is  synne.    but  cMis  bi  J^is  skille 

hejene  men  &  fendis  maken  god  most  false  of  alle  J'ingis,  for 

lei  ynd^stonden  bat  god  is  most  fals  &  wrongful  &  dampneb 

.  «      -.  %     .  >.  i.    >«  1  .  1    1  .^x  «  -1  These  hereties 

hem  most  for  here  synnys.   but  it  fanp  bi  holy  wntt  &  cursed  see  amiM  like 

drunken  men. 

clerkis  &  foolis  as  it  fari]?  bi  drounken  men  &  }e  mone  *  And  •[?.  aia  ms.] 
candel;  J^ei  demen  of  o  mone  or  candel  to  be  two,  for  J^ei 
ben  vndisposid  to  deme  &  knowe  J^e  treuj^e  bicause  of  here 

1  aatoriteAA. 
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dronkenesse,  so  J^es  fooliB,  bi  here  pride,  coneitiae  &  o^ere 
eynnys,  ben  vnable  to  conseyue^  }e  hei^e  trewJ^U  of  goddis 
word ;  &  ^^ore  ^ei  seyn  ^at  it  is  fals,  for  J^ei  ban  not  witt 
ne  grace  to  tr^raeile  aboute  trewe  vndwirtondynge  'per-of  for 
worldly  occupacion  &  ydelnesse. 


Worldly    priests 
maintain  lying. 


New  religionf 
broufcht  in  to 
imitate  Christ, 


are  turned  to 
hypocrisy, 


and  become  a 
mere  lie. 
Psalm  y.  6. 


John  Tiii.  80. 


Capitulum  3~- 

Now  see  wbi  meyntenynge  of  lesyngis  is  brou^t  in.  god 
sei]F  ^at  no  JTing  plesi^  to  a  fool  but  folie ;  so  no  ]^ing  plesi^  - 
comynly  to  a  false  man  bnt  falsnesse;  &  for  J^es  worldly 
pr^latis  &  newe  pharisees  hen  groundid  in  lesyngis,  J^^ore 
J^i  comenden  lesyngis  &  meyntenen  hem.  for  pr^latis  comen 
in  }e  staat  of  cristis  apostlis  to  lyue  in  pou^,  mekenease  & 
troueyle  of  j^e  gospel  as  J^ei  deden,  but  J^ei  ben  ttfrned  to 
coueitise,  worldly  lordischipis,  pride,  ydelnesse  &  vanyte,  & 
tumen  cristis  lif  and*  techynge  ypsodom:  Also  newe  religious 
ben  brou^t  in-to  J^e  chirche  to  reise  up  cristis  mekenesse, 
pou^t  &  penaunce,  &  to  ben  a  bok  of  }?is  pou^t  &  dispisynge 
of  ]7e  world  to  alle  men  to  loken  on,  &  }ei  ben  turned  to 
ypocrisie,  pride,  coueitise,  glotonye  &  slouje  &  bisynes  •  of  Je 
world  more  Jan  o^&re  worldly  men,  &  ben  fals  bokis  ful  of 
synne  &  heresie;  'pat,  as  ierome  &  anseml^  witnessen,  here 
croune,  here  tonsure,  here  abitis  ben  ful  of  lesyngis  &  J^ei 
ben  but  feyned  &  peyntid  men  of  religion,  &  not  only 
lesyngmongeris  but  pure  lesyngis.  &  a}  god  seyj  in  Je 
sauter  ]?at  alle  ]^at  speken  lesyngis  schullen  ben  lost,  hoa 
moche  more  schullen  ]?ei  ben  lost  ]^at  ben  pure  lesyngis. 
pe  secunde  tyme,  crist  seij  to  J^e  iewis,  jif  je  weren 
abrahamtM  children  ^e  schulden  do  werkis  of  abraluim;  & 
}er-fore  sei)?  austyn  wi)^  o]?ere  seyntis  pat  pou  art  his  soone 
whoos  werkis  pon  dost,  pan  ap  pe  fend  is  fadir  of  lesyngis, 
as  crist  sei]?,  pes  worldly  clerkis,  &  namely  feyned  religious, 
comenden  lesyngis,  for  to  witnesse  in  word  &  dede  J^at  pei  ben 


1  conceyueAA. 
'  lesjrngis  AA. 


»  "in"  in  both  MS. 
A  sic  in  both  MS. 
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^e  fendis  children,     for  ^if  }ei  weren  cristis  children  J^ei 

Bchulden  holde  trea}?e  in  word  &  wille  &  dede  &  meyntenen 

"pat,  and  dispisen  alle  man^e  of  lesyngis  &  falsnesse  &  eynne 

vp  here  kunnynge  &  power ;  &  as  ion  ]Fe  euawngel^st  sei]',  J^ei 

schulden  wilfully  putte  hem  to  dep  for  to  distroie  lesyngis, 

sip  lesyngis  stondi]?  more  in  false  dedis  ^an  in  wordis,  as^ 

holy  writt,  ambrose  &  oj^^re  seyntis  witnessen  pleynly.     %pe 

^ridde  tyme,  Jtos  newe  ordris  &  flaterynge  my^tte  not  be  Th«wne^o'de" 

susteyned  wi^-oute  lesyngis,  boje  i»  word  &  dede,  in  )?is  ^^"«d    without 

man^e  as  }ei  now  ben ;  &  for  to  schewe  *}at  }is  veyn  religious  •[?.  217  ms.] 

louen  more  here  owene  inuencions  &  here  owene  lustis '  pan 

ye^  dene  religion  of  cristis  ordynaunce  &  gret  pou^  & 

peynful  lif  aft^  orist  &  his  apostlis,  }ei  preisen  lesyngis  for 

to  beren  vp  ]^es  veyn  nouelries  &  haunte  here  lustis.     for  ^if 

cristis  owene  ordre  &  ensaumple  of  his  lif  &  his  apostlis  ben 

betere  &  profitere  ^^an  ony  newe  maad  of  synful  men,  it  is  a 

foul  lesynge  to  chese  wityngly  &  meyntene  Jtc  lesse  p^t/  & 

forsake  J^e  li^ttere,  sikerere  &  p^fitere.    f  Also  it  is  a  cursed 

lesyne  to  drawe  children,  bat  han  but  litil  discrecion,  to  bes  Children  in. 

•^  ,  ,^  ,  ^       Tcigled  Into 

newe  feyned  religious  bi  ^efkis  &  bi  behestis '  of  worldly  the  orders, 

lordischipe,  honour  &  sikeniesse  of  bodily  welfare,  more  ^an 

to  holde  wilful  pou^t  &  penaunce  &  dispit  &  forsakynge  of 

alle  worldly  ]^ing,  for  al  ]ns  is  symonye  &  heresie  ^if  it  be  wel 

sou^t ;  but  it  is  a  ctirsedere  lesyng  to  stele  ^onge  children  fro 

here  frendis  &  bi  false  disoeitis  make  hem  to  be  professed, 

sumtyme  a^enst  here  wille,  &  suffre  hem  not  to  gon  out  of  pis 

veyn  ordre,  Jfouj  }ei  knowen  hem  self  vnable  J>^-to.     ^For 

sumtyme  ^s  children  frendis  fallen  in  momynge  to  de^ ;  & 

sujntyme  bi  myschef  ben  dede  where  here  children  }ub  stolen  so    that    their 

schulden  ellis  helpe  hem ;  &  sumtyme  J^es  children  schulden  withont  support. 

be  goode  techeris  &  reuleris  of  ]?e  peple,  &  now  ben  cursed 

ypooTftM,  fill  of  coueitise,   lecherie,   enuye  &  gruochynge 

ajenst  god ;  &  now  pei  ben  nedid  to  rob  ]?e  pore  peple  bi  fals 

beggynge,   &  sclaundren  crist  wip    ]^is    clamose  beggynge 

»  of  X.  •  both  MSS.  repeat "  more  "  here, 

s  omitted  X.  *  profit  X.  »  heetis  AA. 
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da/npned  of  goddis  lawe,  &  ^it  J^es  open  ]^efte  is  stifly  meyn- 

tened  a^enst  goddis  lawe,  reson  &  charite  bi  sotil  ypocrisie,  & 

no  chasti^ynge  don  yer-onne.    for  men  wenen  j^at  )?es  stronge 

J^ues  ben  vnd^  no  kyngis  lawe  ne  pr^latis  lawe  in  oure  lond. 

for  men  vnd^stonden  ]^at  fewe  men  of  discrecion  comen  to 

]?e8  nouelries'  but  siche  ^onge  bi  stelynge  or  disceyuynge,  or 

ellis  bi  coueitise  of  worldly  honour  &  sikemesse  of  wombe 

ioie.    &  herefore  }es  Teyn  religious  preisen  lesyngis,  dampnyd 

bi  holy  writt  old  &  newe,  for  cristis  treuje,     &  J?e  deuel  is 

lesyngis  fadir  &  disceyued  mankynde  bi  lesynge  &  broa^t  it 

i»-to  sorowe  &  peyne,  as  ^e  gospel  &  ^  ^e  first  part  of  holy 

Ambrose.  writt  schewi}? ;  &  ^erfore  sei)  ambrose  ^at  alle  men  ^Ot  lonen 

1  John  u.  21  (T).  lesynges  ben  }?e  deuelis  children,    ion  ^e  euatmgelist  sei]?  J^at ' 

no  lesyng  is  of  god ;  ^anne  it  is  of  ^e  deuyl  si)?  he  is  fadir  of 

Wisdom  i.  11.     lesyngis.    perfore  }e  wise  man  sei^  ^at  )?e  mou^  ]?0t  lei^  tHeef 

]?e  Boule ;  &  a  }ef  is  more  wor}?i  to  be  suffrid  Jmn  )?e  lastynge 

Eooius.  M.  27.    of  a  lesyngmongere ;  &  dauid  seij?  Jat  god'  schal  dampne  alle 

Zoch.  V.4.         men  )?at  speken  lesyngis,  &  J?e  prophete  zacharie  seij  }at 

•[p.  218  MS.]      goddis  curs  come)?  *  to  J?e  hous  of  lierisy  &  seynt  austyn  declare^ 

in  many  bokis  ]?at  of  ^  ei^te  man^e  lesyngis  ]?e  leste  is  synne^ 

&  who  eu^e  techi^  ]7e  contrarie  disceyue^  ^e  peple.     but  for 

}eB  veyn  religious  forsaken  '  ^e  techynge  &  lif  of  crist,  mene 

p^rsone  in  trinyte,   ^erfore  }ei  kunnen  no  mene  bitwixe 

seiynge  so^e  in  eche  tyme  &  bitwixe  lesynge.     sumtyme  it 

badL  but*^JuS  ^*^rm®^  ^^^  ^  8®i®  J'®*  80^®  out  of  coueuable  tyme  &  euare 

S^iSSon.'^^'^  it  harme>  to  lie,  but  sumtyme  it  pr<>fiti>  to  be  stille  &  abide 

a  couenable  tyme  to  spake,  as  dide  crist  &  his  apostlis,  &  jif 

]?e8  veyn  religious  knowen  ]?is  ]?ei  schulde  haue  no  colour  to 

make  lesyngis.    but  }er  is  o  gret  cause  whi  }?ei  comenden  so 

lesyngis.     }?ei  maken  profession  to  lyue  bi  labour  of  here 

hondis,  bi  benetis  reulis  &  fraunseis  &  austynes,  &  to  be  deed 

to  }e  world,  &  to  be  ensaumple  &  bok  of  wilful  pou^, 

mekenesse  &  grete  penaunce  &  ^  abstynence ;  &  now  )?ei  ben 

turned  to  alle  man^e  of  schrewdnesse,  harlotrie  &  synne ;  & 

>  of  X.  >  omitted  X.  '  omitted  X.  *  omitted  X. 

0  fonakpge  X.  '  omitted  AA.  "*  omitted  X. 
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^erfore  }ei  forsaken  oristis  scole  of*  treu]^  &  magnyfiea  ^e 
deuelis  scole  of  lesyngis ;  as  J^ei  first  token  lesyng  of  lif,  so 
J^ei  meyntenen  now  lesyng  in  word  to  coloare  )?er-bi  here  olde 
cursed  lif,  ]?at  no  man  may  bryngon  hem  out  ^er-ot. 

C^pitulum  4~' 

See  nowe  Je  J^ridde  heresie  }at  may  hoold  of  olde  synnys.* 
pes  worldly  pr^latis  &  peyntid  religious,  beried  in  here  olde 
synne,'  symonye^  coueitise  &  pride  &  robberie,  seyn  ^at  it  is  ^^^  ff»*S 
ajenst  charite  to  crie  opynly  here  cursed  disceitis  to  lordis  &  {**^toionnoe 
oomyn  peple,  &  namely^in  here  absence,   but  see  Je  waiward-  ^•™* 
nesse  &  cursednesse  of  J^es  deuelis  ypocrisie  &  sheld  of  synne. 
Almyjtty  god,  ful  of  charite,  comaundi]^  to  ^e  prophete  ysaie  i«ai«»h  ^^^  i- 
to  crie  &  cesse  not,  &  to  schewe  to  his  peple  here  grete 
synnes.     synne  of  comyns  is  grete,  synne  of  lordis  &  my^tty 
men  &  wise  is  more,  but  synne  of  pr^latis  is  most,  &  most 
blynde]?  ^e  peple.     pan  treue  men  ben  holden  bi  goddis 
heste  to  crie  most  ajenst  J^e  synne  of  pr^latis,  si}  it  is  most  & 
harme}?  most  }e  peple.     Also  crist  sei]?  who  ^  to  hym  J^at  Lake  xyU.  i. 
sclaundri]?  a  litel  child  of  hem  ]7at  ben  oristene.     but  pr^latis 
of  ^e  world  &  peyntid  foolis  of  religion,  bi  here  opyn  pride, 
coueitise,  glotonye,  lecherie,  extorsions  &  meyntenynge  of 
synne,  sclaundren  most  Je  peple;  for  her-bi  }ei  ben  bolde  to  ^^*ii5?Bhonid 
walwe  in  synne  preue  &  apert;   )?anne  ajenst  J?is  synne  »«  ^SS^^ 
schulden  trewe  men  crie  most.    ^  Also  god  seij?  bi  ^e  prophete  o^*'« 
ezechiel  J^at  ^if  a  synf ul  man  lie  in  synne  &  \fe  prophete  Ezeidei  m.  is. 
schewe  hym  not  ^^e  pml  of  his  synne  ne  vengaunce  of  god, 
\fer-foTe  }e  synful  man  schal  die  in  his  synne  &  }e  prophete 
Bchal  answere  for  hym,  &  so  bo^e  schuUen  be  dampnyd.     & 
a.}  eche  prM  is  an  angel  &  prophete  bi  his  pr^sthod,  *as  .^p  2igMS.] 
seynt  gregory  sei}',  eche  prest  is  in  dette  to  telle  synful  men  Gregory, 
here  synnes  }at  ]?ei  may  amende  hem.     %  Also  god  eei}  bi  \fe 

1  &AA. 

*  AA  reads  ^at  maj?  hoord  of  olde  synnes.     I  sospect  both  readings  are 
corrupt.  '  omitted  AA.  *  wo  AA. 
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Ezekid  iii.  17. 


Opinions  of  the 
fathen. 


Gregory, 
liidore. 


AoBtin. 


Gregory. 


Matt.  xxW.  24. 
Matt.  tU.  16. 


1  John  iii.  17. 


Luke  xiT.  5. 


prophete  ezechiel  }at  god  ha^  ^ouen  a  prmt  to  be  a  spie  to 
aspie  }e  Botil  disceitis  of  ^e  fend  &  wame  }?e  peple  of  hem ; 
but  among  alle  }e  helpia  of  }e  fend  a  wiokid  pr^lat  or  a  fala 
religious  is  J^e  moste.  panne  a  trewe  prM  owi^  most  to 
wame  ^e  peple  of  hem.  &  )?^fore .  gregory  seij?'  &  lawe  of 
^e  chirche  )at  no  man  harme^  more  cristene  peple  ]?anne*he 
)at  ha^  name  of  ordre  or  holynesse  &  ^er-wi^  lyuej?  wickidly ; 
for  his  synne  is  taken  to  ensaumple  of  o^^e.  &  ]^^ore  eeijf 
gregory  in'  his  pastoralis  ^^at  pr^latis  ben  wor]?i  to  haue  as 
many  dej^es  as  )?ei  senden  ensaumples  of  synne  to  here  sugetis 
&  to  men  ]?at  comen  after  hem.  and  ysidre  &  ye  lawe  sei^  ]^at 
he  J^at  consenti]?  &  fauoure)?  a  man  in  synne  schal  be  reproued 
bi  most  greuous  reprofe.  &  austyn  sei)?  in  ^e  lawe,  fat  a 
bischop  *'pat  consenti^  to  o^er  mennw  synnes  schulde  ra^^re 
be  clepid  an  Tnchastised  hound  fan  a  bischop.  &  in  token  of 
J'is  crist  purged  ^e  temple  &  noon  of  ere  place  bi  vengaunce 
bodily  take  in  his  owene  p^rsone.  &  gregory  &  ofere  seyntis 
seyn  ^at  euele  pr^stis  ben  cause  of  synne  of  fe  peple.  p^ore 
men  schulden  most  ponysche  fis  most  synne  of  pr^latis  & 
religious  )?at  is  c^use  of  of  ere  &  of  distmction  of  rewmes. 
Also  crist  sei}?  in  fe  gospel  fat  false  prophetis  &  false  cristis 
schuUen  ryse  &  disceyue  manye,  &  biddi^  ys  bewar  of  hem  & 
flee  hem  &  knowe  hem  bi  here  werkis,  &  telli^  what  condi- 
cions  &  werkis  fat  ^ei  schuUen  haue.  panne  jif  pr^stis 
knowen  ]^es  false  an^tcristis  &  false  prophetis  bi  tokenes  of 
goddis  lawe  &  wame  not  fe  peple  of  hem,  J^ei  ben  giltif  of 
loos  of  cristene  soulis.  Also  ion  fe  euavngelist  sei]^ :  }\f  ony 
man  see  his  bro}?^  haue  nede  &  schitte  his  purs  &  m^rcy  fro 
hym,  charite  dwelli]?  not  in  hym;  moche  more  ^if  prratis 
knowen  fat  mennw  soulis  ben  in  myschief  of  fab  bileue 
brou^t  in  bi  an^tcristis  clerkis,  J^ei  ben  out  of  charite  but  ^f 
)?ei  helpen  hem  out  of  ^is  myschief,  si]?  ]?is '  is  most  myschief 
in  ]?i8  world.  &  ^^fore  crist  self*  in  fe  gospel  ^if  it  be 
m^cy  to  helpe  a  beste  falle  in  ^^e  lake,  moche  more  m^rcy  is 


1  omitted  X. 


«  &X. 


'  omitted  X. 


*  omitted  AA. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ckap.IV.]  how  SATAN  AND  HIS   PklESTS.  273 

it  to  drawe  menntM  sonlis  out  of  erroor  &  pml  of  soole ;  ]^at 
is  disoeit  in  bileue  bron^t  in  bi  ooueitouse  clerkis  &  luciferis 
children,    but  an^tcristis  prriatis  &  Teyn  religions  seyn  Jat  ^[^'X^^'^^fo 
it  is  ajenst  charite  to  nemne  hem  bi  name  in  open  s^mon  &  fJJmbyiSSlr'* 
in  here  absence,     trewe  men  seyn  here  )at  ihu  crist  reproned  ^°|*p^"  ^' 
scribis  &  Pharisees  bi  name  &  in  here  absence,  as  J>e  gospel  m^-  «dii. 
witnesd^  in  many  placis,  &  eijte  tymes  bi  name  cursed  hem 
&  doped  hem  ypocritis,  &  telde^  to  ]?e  comune  peple  here 

*  false  coueitise,  ypocrisie  &  pride.    &  ihu  clepid  herode  a  fox  '[p.  220  ms.] 

•  I.-        u  o_    .      1..  1  ji    X      !_.  'LiiexiU.82. 

in  his  absence  &  in  his  prMcnce  spak  no  word  to  him,  as  Luke  xxm.  8, 9. 
diu^rse  gospellis  seyn.     &  nt  an^tenstis  clerkis  tellen  false  AntichrLit*B 

,  '^  ^  '  prlefltt  sender 

lesyngis  m  open  s^mons  vpon  c«-teyn  p^rsonys  &  in  here  certain  persona 

absence,  so  }ei  don  openly  a^enst  here  owene  techynge ;  but  mons. 

an^»crist  wolde  haue  J^is  ende,  ]^at  in  absence  of  his  cursed 

worldly  pr^latis  &  heretikis  men  schulden  not  reproue  here 

cursed  synnes  for  drede  of  lesyngis  of  charite  &  for  bacbitynge. 

&  an^tcrist  make^  hem  so  my^tty  }at  in  here  prmence  no  man 

dar  speke  a^enst  here  opyn  synnes  but  }if  he  wole  be  dede 

anoon.    And  so  an^tcrist  wolde  bat  no  man  schulde  speke  Antichrist  would 

fain  shut  his  re- 

a^enst  here  synne  in  no  manere,  but  suffre  hem '  to  robbe  ^e  proyers'  mouths. 

peple  &  brynge  in  heresies  &  distroie  cristen-dom.     But  0 

principal  cause  is  whi  ]?ei  sey  ]^ub;  ^if  it  be  charite  to  crie 

^us  ajenst  synnys  of  worldly  pr^latis  &  veyn'  religious,  si]^ 

many  of  hem  ben  kunnynge  &  reulen  lordis  &  pr^latis  & 

myjtty  men  in  confession,  bei  mosten  wame  hem  hat  clerkis  They  fear   lest 

^  *  ,  men'seyesshouUl 

schulden  lyue  in  pou^t  &  mekenesse,  &  not  in  worldly  ^ .  opened  to 
lordischipis  ne  in  pompe  &  vanyte  as  ^ei  now  don ;  &  warne 
lordis  yat  \q\  amende  wickid  clerkis  of  here  opyn  symonye  & 
Tobbynge  of  here  tenauntis ;  &  warne  lordis  &  comyns  hou 
god  curse]^  to  blissyngis  &  preieris  of  men  of  cursed  lif,  &  J^at 
here  preiere  tume  in-to  synne,  as  god  hym  self  &  gregory  & 
};e  lawe  witnessen,  &  hou  pr^stis  &  religious  \d.i  ben  out  of 
charite  &  lyuen  a^enst  goddis  comaundementis,  as  in  glotonye, 
dronkenesse  &  enemyte  &  pride,  etiren  god  bi  here  veyn 
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Austin.  preiynge  to  vengaunce  ra^^e  J^an  mercy.    &  as  anstyn  sei]^, 

whateu^e  heryyogis  of  god  here  tonnge  blabere  here  lif 
blaspheme]?  god;  &  as  god  sei^  him  self  here  preynge  is 
cursed  &  abhomynable.  &  cMis  Jeanne  schulde  lordis  knowe 
ypocrisie,  heresie  &  disceit  of  worldly  pr^latia  &  feyned 
religious ;  &  }anne  schulden  cristene  men  wite  ]?at  who  euere 

^^e^^bwt^***  lyuej?  best  preiej  best ;  &  a  symple  pat^  noster  of  a  plou^man 
^at  his  in  oharite  is  betre  J^an  a  J^ousand  massis  of  coueitouse 
pr^latis  &  Toyn  religious  fuP  of  coueitise  &  pride  &  fals 
flaterynge  &  norischynge  of  synne.  And  for  }es  an^tcristis 
clerkis  louen  more  here  owene  heynesse  &  pride  &  worldly 
ioie  &  welfare  ]?an  cristis  honour  &  v^uous  lif  of  cristene 
peple,  ^'^-fore  J^ei  ratellen  ]?at  it  is  a^enst  charite  to  tellen 

deriw^Mirtoi     ^VJ^7  ^®™  cursed  disceitifl  &  synnes ;  last  lordis  &  comyns 

their  rioiiet.  taken  fro  hem  here  wast  worldly  goodis,  &  constreynen  hem 
to  kepe  mekenesse  &  pou^  &  pennaunce,  as  god  techi]?  & 

•  [p.  221  MS.]  here  owene  profession,  pus  almyjtty  *  god  in  trinyte  distroiej? 
}?e8  J^re  nestis  of  an^icrist  &  his  clerkis,  &  stire]?  alle  manere 
of  men  to  meyntene  }e  trevipe  of  holy  writt  &  distroie  lesyngis 
&  openly  preche  a^enst  ypocrisie,  heresie  &  coueitise,  bo]?e  in 
word  &  dede,  of  alle  euyl  prelutis  &  prMis  &  peyntid  reli- 
gious ;  for  J'an  schal  goode  lif  &  treu}?e  &  pees  &  charite 
regno  among  cristene  men.  Ih^u  crist  for  ]?in  endeles  mercy 
graunte  vs  "j^is  ende.    Amen. 

1  omitted  AA. 
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OF  POOR  PREACHING  PRIESTS. 


I  eiYE  this  title  for  want  of  a  better,  but  the  tract  has  no  heading  in  the 
MS.  It  is  a  summary  of  the  wishes  of  the  writer  as  to  reform  in  Church 
and  State;  the  first  thirteen  points  of  the  poor  priests  relating  to  the 
clergy,  and  the  eighteen  which  follow  (and  which  might  almost  be  taken 
as  a  separate  tract),  having  reference  to  the  duties  of  secular  rulers. 

I  am  inclined  to  date  it  1377.  The  first  year  of  a  new  reign  would  be 
a  suitable  time  for  the  issue  of  a  programme  such  as  this ;  and  there  is  a 
stronger  ground  for  the  supposition  in  the  correspondence  of  several 
'points'  with  petitions  of  the  Commons  in  Richard's  first  Parliament. 
The  tract  certainly  belongs  to  the  fourteenth  century.  The  desire  that 
no  priest  or  religious  should  be  prisoned  without  open  doom  (p.  279) 
marks  a  time  when  no  Act  of  Parliament  had  sanctioned  the  burning  of 
heretics,  but  when  the  bishops,  alarmed  at  the  spread  of  heresy,  were 
taking  the  law  into  their  own  hands. 

I  can  give  no  decided  opinion  as  authorship,  but  all  the  points  are 
within  the  scope  of  Wyclif's  teaching. 

The  tract  is  to  be  found  only  in  the  Corpus  MS.  X. 
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Of  poor  preaching  Priests. 

•[p.  234  MS.]      *pe  first  general  poynt  of  pore  prwtis  Jot  prtfchen  in  eDgelond 
points  of  poor     is  tis ;  lat  le  lawe  of  god  be  wel  knowen,  taajt,  meyntened, 

preaohing  j      '   j        j  o  t    ,  i_ 

priests.  magnyfied.     ^  pe  secunde  J?at  ^e  grete  opyn  synne  fat  regnep 

in  diutfrse  statis  be  distroied,  &  also  beresie  &  ypocrisie  of 
an^fcristis  &  his  folweris.  %pe  Jridde  Jat  verrey  pees,  pros- 
p^te  &  brennynge  cbarite  be  encresed  in  cristendom,  & 
namely  in  Je  rewme  of  engelond,  for  to  brynge  [men]  redily 

Bpedai  points,    to  le  blisse  of  beuene.     %  Ipe  first  special  poynt  is  Ms,  bat 

l.ThatChristians      ,\  ^  ^       ,        .      ^        ,      ^  ^.      _x    j.      i_ 

and  the  clergy  cnstene  men,  &  namely  clerkis  of  scole  &  curatis,  studie,  kepe, 

should  set  holy        ,  '  ^  \  .  ,  \  ^  J 

writaboveaUhu-  tcche,  &  meyntenc  holy  wntt  more  pan  newe  statutis,  cus- 

man  authorities.  y  J  J  T 

2.  That^iciasscs  tomes  &  8[er]ymonye8  maad  of  synful  men.    %  pe  secunde,  J>at 

•[p.  2M  Mso  ^  j,e  ordynaunce  of  ihu  crist  be  stedfastly  ♦kept  in  alle  degree, 

Christ  ordained.  gQ  j,^t  aUe  clcrkis  lyuc  clenly  on  spiritualte,  as  crist  &  his 

apostlis  deden,  &  ^euynge  ensaumple  of  mekenesse,  pacience 

&  heuenly  lif  &  cbarite ;  &  Jat  alle  seculer  lordischipis  twme 

dene  to  seculer  lordis,  as  god  biddib  in  ^e  olde  testament  & 

newe,  &  Jat  Jei  don  rijtwisnesse,  m^rcy  &  pite,  &  rijtly 

gou^me  J^e  comouns  in  reste,  pees  &  cbarite,  iuste  customes, 

[&]  resonable  rentis  to  here  lordis  &  maistris;  &  ^at  J^e  comyns 

8.  That  the  order  wilfully,  mckcly  &  trewely  do  here  s^ruyce.    %pe  J^ridde,  J>at 

set    above    all  Je  ordre  of  pr^stbod  wij?  clennest  reulis  of  cristis  gospel  be 

bolden  [&]  meyntened  bo)?e  pw^ter  &  esier  &  sikerer  J?an  ony 

newe  [ordre]*  or  secte  wij?  bilawis,  customes,  obs^uauncis 

founden  of  synful  men,  }at  ofte  erreden  in  J?oujt,  worde  & 

4.  That  simony  dede.     %pe  firj^c,  }at  cursed  heresie  of  symonye  in  J?e  dergie 

be  distroied  bo]7e  in  benefices,  ordris,  sacromentis  &  pardons. 

5.  Thatthcwtor- ^  pe  £fte^  j,at  Jc  raueyuc  &  extorcion  of  pr^latis  &  here 
be  stopped.        officcris,  ]7at  J^ei  don  vnder  colour  of  iuridiccon  &  almes  in 

meyntenynge  of  synne  for  annuel  rente,  wisly  &  trewely  be 

stoppid,  &  }^at  ]7ei  be  wel  chastised  for  robbynge  of  ^e  kyngis 

hoid^no  motS  ^^2®  °^®^*    Iff®  sixte,  ]7at  curatis  ben  not  occupied  in  worldly 

offices, 

^  Not  in  MS.,  but  Bome  sach  word  is  eyidently  wanted. 
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office  in  lordis  oourtiB,  lenynge  oristene  Boules  TDgoa^med 

&  yntanjt,  for  hoj^e  ^e  lord  &  }e  clerk  don  gret  traiterie 

to  god  &  his  peple ;  &  ^at  fals  confessoures  ^at  noriachen 

men  in  synne  for  worldly  worschipe,  worldly  wynnynge, 

welfare  &  ese,  be  hurled  out  of  office  &  courtis  for  drede  of 

schedynge  of  worldly  venyme.     %-pe  seuenj^e,  Jot  clerkis  be  J;1^*^*?J,*IJJ 

meke  &  obeschaont  to  worldly  lordisi  as  orist  &  his  apostiis^y™™- 

weren,  &  be  not  norischid  in  grete  synne  by  an^tcristis 

ezempcion,  leste  cristene  rewmes  be  distroied  for  suffraunce 

&  meyntenynge  of  cMfsed  synnes.     %J)e  eijtele,  hat  cristene  8.  That  men  care 

_  -i.ji*  AVAV1  more  for  God's 

men  drede  more  pe  n^tfal  ctirsynge  of  god  for  brekynge  of  oarsethanforex- 

his  hestis  }en  wrongful  cursynge  of  synful  men,  }at  ctirsen 

men  for  trewe  prMshynge  of  ]?e  gospel  &  fulfillynge  of  }e 

werkis  of  m^cy;  for  god  blisse]?  where  ]?ei  cursen.    ^peo.Thatflntfraita 

nyn]?e,  }^at  pore  men  of  }e  rewme  be  not  robbid  for  symonye  fees  be  no  more 

of  }^e  firste  fruytis  bi  }^e  bischop  of  rome,  ne  bi  }e  bischepis  at 

hom  for  halowynge  of  ohirchis  &  auteris,  &  prouyng  of  testa- 

mentis  &  aq«ttauiicis.    %  pe  tenj^e,  ^at  cristene  men  jeue  more  lo.  That  chrisf  s 

credence  to  cristis  gospel  &  his  lif  ]?an  to  ony  bullis  of  synful  abm  bulls. 

bischopis  of  yia  world,  or  ellis  }ei  forsaken  crist  and  taken 

an^tcrist  &  sathanas  for  here  chief  gou^mour.    %pe  elleuenj^e,  n<  That  usury 

}at  ^e  sotil  vsure  of  riche  clerkis  &  marchaundes  be  hurled 

out  of  lend,  &  borwyng  &  lynynge  be  irely  don  to  pore  men 

for  goddis  sake,    ^pe  twelfj^e,  ^at  no  lege  man  of  cure  kyng  12.  That  men  be 

*be  prisoned  for  wrongful  cursynge  of  pr^lat,  }e  while  he  is  ?[p.  sse&s.] 

redy  to  be  iustified  bi  holy  writt  &  trewely  don  his  office,  excommunicate. 

^pe  ]?ritten}^ey  Jot  who  eu^re  doj  most  symonye  &  meyntene]?  is.  That  simony 

most  synne  be  demed,  knowen  &  tretid  most  heretik,  most 

adu^rsarie  of  ihu  crist  &  principal  an^tcrist.     %  Jif  ony  man 

kan  proue  bi  holy  writt  or  reson  ^at  }qb  poyntis  ben  false, 

pore  prMtis  wolen  mekely  ben  amendid,  &  hertely  preien  alle 

goode  men  to  helpe  hem  in  here  trewe  cause  for  worschipe  of 

god,  hel^e  of  here  soulis,  &  saluacion  of  cristene  rewmes. 

%peB  ben  eijtene  poyntis  to  distroie  grete  wrongis  &  synnes  by^^^ch^'^^ 
&  8treng}^e  ]?e  pees  &  charite  in  cure  lond,  fif  ^e  kyng,  lordis  streng^ed. 
&  comyns  wolen  practise  hem  wel. 
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reproSSi'***^     pot  }e  grete   blasphemye  of  goddis  name   in  veyn    & 

fals  swerynge  &  vnlefully  creatoris,  as  bi  cristas  woundes, 

nayles  &  o}ere  meipbris,  be  refreyned  bi  drede  of  peynes 

sett  bi  ]?e  kyng,  lordis  &  comounte  of  enstene  peple,  lest 

god   take   grete    vengaunce    on    oure   peple,    boj^e    in   }Ib 

Ld^hoII?*!?h5  ^^^Q]^  &  in  Je  to^er.      If  pat  falsse  witnesse  in  assises 

be^unishS?'  *°  ^  ^}^^  causes,  J?at  forsweren  hei»  for  coueitise,  loue  or 

drede  or  bate;  &  alle  ]?at  procuren  hem  }er-tOy  ben  opynly 

ponyscbid  in  ensanmple  of  o^^e;   for  ellis  schal  no  man 

meyntene  his  heritage,  goodis  or  lif  for  multitude  of  false 

Lm oauSuf be  ^^®®*^^'     IIP**  meyntenottrs  of  false  causes  bi  strengj?e  or 

repressed.         lofdischipe  or  bi  sotel  cauillacions  feyned  on  J>e  lawe  be  wisly 

refreyned  &  scharply  ponyscbid  in  oure  lend ;  for  ellis  no  pore 

man  schal  ben  hardy  to  chalenge  his  owene  goodis,  neiJ'M' 

riche  man  but  jif  he  wole  make  opyn  debate  or  werre;  or 

ellis  treaj^e,  pees  &  charite  schullen  be  ezilid,  &  wrong  & 

mansleyng,  J^efte  &  werre  be  hauntid,  til  oure  loud  be  con- 

querid  bi  enemys  or  hej^ene  men,  as  it  ha]?  ofte  ben  bi-fore  ^la 

4.  Kidnappinff  of  tyme.     ^pat  ^e  open  ]7efte  of  mennfM  children  }?at  feyned 

to  be  punbbed.    religious  vsou  Yudcr  colour  of  holynesse  be  scharply  ponyscbid 

&  forbeden,  for  bi  yis  many  children  ben  deppere  dampned 

]?an  }ei  schulden  ellis ;  &  }ei  may  not  worschipe  here  eldris  as 

god  biddi}?  ne  vsen  ^e  fredom  of  cristis  gospel ;  for  whanne  }ei 

be]?  stolen  awey  fro  here  eldris,  ^e  wi]?-inne  age  of  discrecion, 

]?ei  schul  not  forsake  ]?e  habit  of  freris  for  drede  of  prisonynge 

&  de]?,  ]?ou^  it  be  agens  here  wiUe  &  conscience ;  &  ]?ou}  here 

frendis  seke  neu^re  so  faste  ]?ei  schullen  not  fynde  hem,  so  ]?ei 

aiiowed'tobeg^  ^^^  ^®  1®^  ^^  P^*<^  ^  place,     f  fat  pore  tenauntiB  of  oure 

lend  be  not  robbid  bi  ]?e  gredy  &  nedles  beggeris  of  sotel 

ypocritis  hauynge  ]?e  name  of  religiouse  men,  &  ^at  ihu  cnst 

•[p.  337  MS]      be  not  sdaundred  her  by  affermynge  *]?at  he  beggede  nedely 

fro  hous  to  bona,  as  feyned  religiouse  vsen  nowe ;  si^  holy 

writt  forbedi]?  siche  beggynge,  ]?ou}  summe  beggen  myjte  be 

«•  ^JjJ?**®^j   f  suffrid  in  tyme  of  grete  node.     If  pat  J?e  sotil  amortasynge  of 

'*idwd*into*  ***'  ^^^®'  lordischipis  }at  is  don  bi  menene  hondis  in  frauds  of 
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Jye  kyngis  statute  be  visely  ^  enquyred,  &  ^e  goodis  turned  in 
helpe  of  ]?e  rewme  in  sparynge  of  }e  pore  comons  of  taxes. 
^  pat  ]?e  almes  of  lordis  pnen  to  pr^latM  &  religious,  vp  c^teyn  T.MisuMofehari. 
condicions  to  fede  c^teyn  pore  men  &  oj^er  hospitalite  &  to  be  amended, 
c^rteyn  noumber  of  good  prratis,  be  wisly  amendid  bi  ^e  kyng 
&  lordis  whanne  }ea  goodis  be]?  turned  in-to  pompe,  glotonye 
&  lecherie  &  meyntenynge  false  purchases;  for  }e  kyng  & 
lordis  ben  patrons  &  meyntenours  of  many  synnes  to  dis- 
traction of  )e  lond.    ^pat  }e  pore  comons  be  not  chargid  wi]?  &•  The    super, 
taxis,  J?e  while  clerkis,  &  namely  religiouse,  han  suptfrfluyte  ^^^'^^Y^Jd"^* 
of  riches  of  gold  &  siluer  &  riche  vesselis  &  o}ere  iewelis ;  reUef  of  taxation, 
si]?  alle  ]?es  goodis  ben  pore  menntM  goodis,  &  clerkis  ben  not 
lordis  of  hem  but  proctours,  to  spende  hem  trewely  in  pore 
mennfM  nedis,  as  goddis  lawe  &  mannys  witnessen.     %  pat  ]?e 
wast  tresour  hanged  on  stockis  &  stones  be  wisly  spendid  in  9.  The  treasure 

of  shrines  and 

defence  of  J?e  rewme,  &  releuynge  of  ]7e  pore  comouns ;  ^at  images    to  be 

J?e  peple  of  cure  lond  be  not  broujt  to  maumetrie,  ne  ]?efte,  ne  purposes. 

lecherie  meyntened  vnd^  siche  pilgrimage,  ne  almes  drawen 

fro  pore  nedy  men  boujt  wij  cristis  pr^sious  blood.     If  pat  ye  i??^*®^®^^ 

clergie  of  oure  londe  be  refreyned  fro  pride,  glorious  array  &  ^o^i^- 

worldly  occupacion,  &  namely  oure  pr^latis  &  curatis ;  am ' 

chargid  bi  ]?e  kyng  &  lordis  to  teche  wel  here  sugetis  bi 

ensaumple  of  good  lif  &  opyn  &  trewe  pr^chynge  of  ]?e  gospel, 

as  bisily  &  redily  as  }?ei  asken  here  ti}?es.    ^pat  non  of  ^e  11.  Theoiergyto 

clergie  be  lettid  to  kepe  trewely  &  frely  ]7e  gospel  of  ihu  crist  keen  and  teach 

in  good  lyuynge  &  trewe  techynge,  for  no  feyned  priuelegie 

or  tradicions  founden  vp  of  synful  wrecchis.    %  pat  no  prM  or  12.  No  priest  to 

'^         ^  "-^  *^  be   imprlBoned 

religious  in  oure  lond  be  prisoned  wi]?-oten  opyn  dom  &  trewe  without   open 

cause,  fully  knowen  to  oure  kyng  or  his  trewe  conseil;  for 

ellis  worldly  prratis  &  feyned  religious  may  stoppe  trewe  men 

from  pr^hynge  of  holy  writt  &  magnyfyng  of  ^e  kyngis 

regalie,  &  murj^ere  ]7e  kyngis  lege  men  wi}?-outen  answere. 

^pat  Je  obedience  of  children  to  fader  &  to  modir  &  <>^ Jhu£en^*°*and 

swTiauntis  &  tenauntis  to  here  lordis  &  maistris,  Je  whiche  ^l^J^Sd  ^  ^ 

*  ? bisily;  or,  perhaps,  for  ayiselys carefully.  '  Pand 


Digitized  by 


Google 


280  OF  POOR  PREACHING  PRIESTS. 

obedience  crist  Ysed  &  tau^tte  &  comaundid  it  ^  be  magnyfied 

&  pr^hid  more  ]7an  ony  newe  feyned  obedience  fonitden  of 

•LP-  ^  ^8-3      synful  men,  }e  whiche  obedience  neij^dr  crist  ne  his  *apo6tlis 

deden  ne  tan^ten  ne  comaunden  ne  conseileden  opynly  ^^r-to. 

fairi^not*  to*be  ^  ^^^  chepyngo,  &  namely  feiris,  be  not  vsed  on  }e  halidaies, 

nor\n  Si^^^  &  algatis  on  }e  sunday  &  in  holy  chirche,  for  Jat  is  exprddy 

ajenst  goddis  comaundement  &  comon^  lawe  of  holy  chirche. 

tob6tom**'uiidei  ^  ^^^  ^^^  Iccherie  &  avoutrie  be  not  suffrid  in  grete  placis  in 

for.  oure  rewme,  ne  meyntened  for  annual  rente,  for  J>at  is  vterly 

i<}-^6tut^not  a^enst  goddis  biddynge.    %  pat  ]^efte  &  raueynen  &  mansleyng 

&  robberie  be  not  meyntened  in  seyntiwarye  vnd^  colour  of 

priuylegie ;  si^  kyng  &  oristene  men  ben  sworen  to  meynten 

eche  man  in  his  rijt  &  distroie  wrong  &  falsenease.    ^pat 

17.   The  eierffj  worldly  clerkis  &  feyned  religious  ysurpen  not  l^e  kyngis 

not  to  usurp  tn»  f  ^  j  * 

king*!  riyhu.  regalie,  ne  stelle  fro  hym  his  holy  power  grau»ted  of  god  for 
no  criynge  or  ypoorisie ;  si}^  ]7ei  ben  sworn  to  be  trewe  to  ^ 
kyng  &  far}ere  his  worschipe  &  profit  of  his  lend,  ^pat  ^e 
loiio^  totoUo^  kyng  &  lordis  gou^me  hem  self  in  here  astaat  as  god  ordeyned 
God'iUw.  2t,  in  gret  wisdom,  my^t  of  men  &  sufficient  riches  to  a^n- 
stonde  wrong  &  mysdoeris,  &  helpe  pore  men,*  fadirles  & 
modifies  &  widewes  &  aliens  in  here  lordischipe  &  worschipe, 
&  rewarde  trewe  men,  to  reule  clerkis  in  mekenesse,  wilful 
pou^  &  bisynesse  of  gostly  troueile  for  helpe  of  mannys 
soule,  as  crist  ft  his  apostlis  diden,  and  suffre  hem  not  td 
haunten  an^tcristis  ypocrisie  &  tirauntrie  of  ^e  comouM  bi 
feyned  censures,  iurisdiction  ft  power  of  prisonynge.  ft  ^at 
]7ei  reule  here  s^ruauntis  ft  tenauntis  in  rijt  m^rcy,  pees  ft 
charite,  ft  suffre  no  man  hardy  to  breke  goddis  hestis  in  here^ 
presence,  ne  ony  man  don  wrong  or  dispit  to  oj^^re,  but  in 
alls  in  worschipe  of  eche  o}&re  in  ynyte,  pees  ft  charite. 

'  MS.  inserts  to.    Perhaps  the  sentence  should  be  corrected  by  repeat- 
ing "  be  magnyfied  ft  prechid."  *  herte  MS. 
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[This^  fly-sheet  >  merely  a  piece  of  translation,  and  is  only  printed  for  the  sake  of 
completeness.    Copied  from  the  Corpus  MS.  X] 


AugustintM.    Arguam  te  nescis. 

pe  holy  doctour  seynt  austyn  spekyng  in  ^e  p^rsone  of  crist 

Ynto  synful  men  eei}  in  J^is  wise :  I  Bchal  reproue  }e,  &  in 

what  man^e  &  whanne  }^oa  wenest  not  I  schal  reproue  ]?e. 

I  holde  me  etille  whanne  ]?ou  dost  aroys;  but  I  wole  not 

holde  me  stille  wi]?  my  iugement,  I  schal  reproue  }e.     what 

schal  I  don  vnto  ]fe  whanne  ]?at  I  reproue  }^e  ?    I  schal  sette 

]?in  self  bifore  ]7in  owene  face.    %  Now  soj^ly  whanne  ]70U  dost 

amys  ]7ou  wenest  }at  ]?ou  art  good,  for  ]7ou  wilte  not  seen  ]?i 

self,    pou  reprouest  oj^er  folk,  ]70u  ne  lookest  not  on  ^i  self; 

]70U  acusest  oj^er  folk,  but  J^ou  ne  ]7enkest  not  on  ]?i  self;  ]7oa 

puttest  oper  folk  bifom  ]7in  eien,  }^ou  puttest  }!  self  bihinde 

]?i  bake,    but  whanne  I  reproue  ]7e  I  do  ]?e  contrarie.     I  take 

J^e  fro  ^i  bak,  &  putte  ]7e  bi-for  }^in  owene  eien.     pou  schalt 

loke  vpon  yi  self  &  }^ou  schalt  bewayle  }{  self,  &  ]?an  schal 

^ere  *ben  no  manere^hou  Jou  schalt  amende  Ji  self,     pou  •[p.asoMS.] 

dispisest  now  }^e  tyme  of  m^cy,  ]?e  tyme  of  iugement  come}^ ; 

for  ]?ou  hast  songen  to  me  in  holy  chirohe  }es  wordes: 

Miserieardiam  et  iudictium  cantabo  tibi  domine  etc.     ^  Lord  I 

schal  synge  to  ^e  J^i  m^rcy,  &  J^i  iugement  out  of  oure  mou^ 

comej,  &  cristis  chirchis  prodaymen  eu^re  where  cristis  m*rcy 

ft  eke  his  iugement  &c.    Now  is  ]7e  tyme  of  m^rcy  to  amende 

Ts.     ^it  is  not  come  ^e  tyme  of  iugement.    we  han  space,  we 

han  place,  we  don  synne,  eke  amende  we  oure  giltis. 
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OF   DOMINION. 


Db.  Shiblet  retains  Bale's  title  of  this  tract,  "De  Dominio  Divine,'' 
while  saying  ^4t  is  certainly  erroneous."  I  have  preferred  to  keep  near 
to  the  old  name,  which  after  all  is  not  very  wrong.  It  is  tme  that  the 
chief  sahject  of  the  tract  is  the  wrongfulness  of  Church  endowments,  and 
of  the  clergy's  exemption  from  secular  jurisdiction,  but  the  ground  of  the 
argument  is  that  dominion  (whether  possession  or  jurisdiction)  is  set  by 
God  in  the  hand  of  lay  rulers,  who  may  not  alienate  it  without  his  leave. 
We  see  here  how  the  doctrine  of  dominion  bore  on  that  of  the  unlawful- 
ness of  endowments. 

I  fancy  that  I  see  here  signs  of  translation  from  the  Latin.  However 
this  may  be,  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  tract  ia  substantially  Wyclifs.  I  can 
find  no  evidence  as  to  date. 

Copied  from  the  Dublin  MS.  AA.,  where  only  it  is  found. 

SUKHABT. 

Chap.  I.  It  was  ordained  in  the  old  law  that  priests  should  lire  of  tithes  and 
offerings.  It  is  said  that  this  law  has  passed  away,  and  that  lords 
would  not  be  firee  if  they  might  not  give  away  their  property  in 
endowment » p.  284 

God  is  chief  lord  of  all  property,  which  therefore  cannot  be  alienated 
without  his  leave,  and  he  has  forbidden  in  both  testaments  the 
endowment  of  the  clergy    ^..        .„ 284 

This  prohibition  is  moral,  and  has  not  been  repealed,  having  as 
much  sanction  as  the  command  to  give  tithes  to  the  priesthood, 
which  the  clergy  enforce    ....        ^        —        «.^      285 

Evils  which  follow  the  reversal  of  God's  law.  Lay  lords  are  bound  to 
amend  these  evils,  and  their  confessors  should  urge  them  to  do  so      286 

II.    The  commands  of  Scripture  clear.     Examples  set  by  Christ  and  his 

Apostles       ^        «..        «-        .....        .....        «...        ..«        ...«      286 

The  advocates  of  endowments  appeal  to  charters,  which  can  have 
no  weight  against  God's  law      .    .....        ....      287 

The  Pope's  cursing  not  to  be  regarded.  This  thunder  curseth  the 
well  that  it  comes  from      .....        .......................      288 
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Miracles  and  the  example  of  saints  are  insufficient  sanctions. 
Miracles  may  be  the  devil's  work,  and  all  are  not  saints  that  are 
called  80       ^        ^        ^  p.  288 

God's  law  is  the  only  safe  gnide,  and  this  forbids  possession  to  the 
clergy,  who  should  be  near  to  Christ  in  poyerty  „ „      289 

Chap.  III.  Antichrist's  derks  say  that  the  dorgy  should  be  judged  only  by 
ecclesiastical  judges ;  but  every  man  must  jud^  his  neighbour, 
and  the  only  judgment  that  God  forbids  is  foolish  judgment     289 

Jud^ent  may  be  foolish,  as  ignorant,  haaty,  or  founded  on  wrong 
principles     .-.. 290 

God  has  given  men  their  senses  and  their  conscience  to  judge  with, 
and  if  they  do  not  use  these  they  are  no  better  than  beasts ;  but 
the  devil  would  like  to  make  them  judge  blindfold,  as  the  Jews 
did  with  Christ       «...        „...        291 

lY.    The  devil  says  that  God  forbids  men  to  judge  their  brethren       .....      291 

Christ  bade  the  Jews  judge  him,  which  he  would  not  hav^  done  if 
laymen  might  not  judge  clerks     291 

Prelates  should  be  thankful  to  those  that  reprove  them     292 

Duty  of  bearing  God's  chastisements  293 
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[Of  Dominioii.] 

Capitulum  pritnum. 

•[P.188H8.]  ^    *Si}  many  falce  gloseris  maken  goddis  lawe  derk  &  letten 

seculertf  men  to  susteyne  it  &  kepen  it ;  of  sicbe  falce  gloseris 

In  the  old  law    Bcbulde  ech  man  be  war.   it  is  seid  ofbe  tyme,  in  l^e  oolde  lawe, 

{)rie8t«  were  to  .«ii.         ^iii  ■»-,* 

ive  on  tithes    pat  pr^stis  &  clerkis  Bcbulde  lyue  on  goddis  part ;  pat  is  to 

seie,  on  dymes  &  offeryngis,  &  haue  noon  o^er  heritage  among 

bertf  hiiperen.    but  adu^rsarie  of  goddis  lawe  sei^  ber^  bi  bis 

glose,  y&t  ]?is  scbulde  be  kept  in  ^e  oolde  testament,  &  is  no 

AnadTersarysayB  nede  to  be  kept  in  be  tyme  of  grace,  for  partys  of  fe  oolde 

this  Uw  iB  done ,  ,  ./  .«,,.  ,         ,. 

away.  lawe  ben  nowpassid;  &  but  jif  lordis  my^te  ^eue  her^  heritage 

to  clerkis,  as  biscboppis  &  abbotis  &  o^er  boly  housis,  ^ei 
were  vnfree  to  belpe  ber^  souUs  &  her^  fadris,  &  so  ]?ei  werei» 
nojt  fill  lordis  of  ber^  owne  goodis.     But  her^  we  schal  sup- 
God  is  chief  lord  pose  as  Cristeu  mennes  bileue,  bat  god  is  cbeef  lord  of  ecbe 

of  everything  in  #        » 

the  world.  ]7ing  of  J>is  world.  And  so,  al  jif  kyngis  &  ojfere  ban  free 
lordscbipe,  ne]7eles  god  is  more  free  lord  of  ]?at  same  ying,  ne 

Owners  "^7  »jt  it  is  nou jt  Iccful  to  seculcro  lordis,  to  alyenen  bis  lordscbipe 

'^Thifieave^^"  ^}^^^^^  leeue  of  god ;  as  in  mannes  lordscbipe  a  litil  lord 
hay  no  leeue  to  alienen  bis  heritage  but  bi  leue  of  ]?e  cheif  lord, 
&  ]ds  lawe  ha}^  mor^  resoun  in  ^e  lordscbipe  of  god.     Her^ 

therefore  endow-  may  we  se,  sib  lordis  of  bis  world  hadde  nojt  leeue  of  god  bus 

mente      made  j  '      j  i  t  ^       t 

without  hifi4eaTe  to  dowe  his  clerkis,  her*  fool  jifte  scbulde  nojt  stohde  bi  skile; 

should  not  stand.  . 

si]?  god  may  no;t  be  contrarie  to  him  silf.     But  god  ofte  tyme 

Swnents^forbida  ^'^  ^^  *^^  tostameutis  forbedij?  his  clerkis  to  be  Jus  dowid ; 

the  ciSkT.^  °'  &  bo  Jis  gile,  J?at  cam  bi  cautel  of  f  e  fend,  scbulde  be  now 
broken  for  defaute  of  ground,  ne  grucche  no;t  herfore  ]?at 
god  is  cheif  lord,  for  it  falli]?  to  his  godhed  to  be  lord  of  echo 

God  a  oonrteons  ]?ing,  &  mortf  curteys  lord  may  no  man  haue,  ne  more  profitable 
lawis  to  lede  a  man  by  resoun.    for  ]?is  lord  suffri]?  Jee  nou^t 

•[p.  1886  MS.]  to  leese  good  but  bi  resoun,  *ne  he  axi]?  ]?ee  no  rente  but  for 
]?in  owne  profite;  &  ]>us  ]?e  strengj^e  of  goddis  lawe  azej^ 
a^en  Jis  lordscbipe,  &  fillynge  of  goddis  lawe  ]?at  sue]?  grace 
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&  pees,    and  se  yia  lewidnesse  of  ]^is  resoiin,  ]^at  ^ea  lawis 

ban  no  strengj^e  for  }ei  ben  of  ^e  oolde  lawe,  ]?at  mycbe  is  FaiBitr  of  the 

went  awey.     certis  so  ben  ye  ten  comaundementis  of  J^&ws   are   no 

oolde  lawe,  ]^at  ecb  man  mote  kepe  ^if  be  wole  be  saued ;  and 

so  sennonyalis  of  ]?e  oolde  lawe  &  summe  iudycialis  bynden 

nou^t  now,  but  moraHs  bynden  euere,  ah  bei  stonden  in  The  moral  com- 

mandmenta      of 

Ydrtues.    And  so  forsakynge  of  worldly  richessis  scbolde  bi  the  old  law  are 

,  Btill  binding. 

mortf  skile  be  kept  now  ^anne  in  ye  oolde  lawe.  And  berfore 
crist  &  bis  aposUis  kepten  ]?is  ful  streytly,  &  ^ei  telden  beste 
how  ye  lawe  scbulde  be  kept,  more-oner  men  may  se  y&t 
eiyye  yea  same  lawis  ben  scbarply  holden  in  Mng  bat  toucbi]?  The  laws  are 

sharply     kept 

wynnynge,  as  in  dymes  &  offiryngis,  by  ye  same  skile  J^ei  «s  to  exacting 
scbnlden  be  kept  in  lordscbipe;  or  ellis  we  weren  to  mycbe  they  '   ought 

'^  ^  •'  equally  to   be 

obargid  &  mut  leeue  semese  of  crist,  ]?at  be  h&y  ordeyned  vs  keptinreAuing 

to  do.     Also  crist  &  bis  apostlis  tecben  vs  to  lyne  beter  Jeanne 

hes  patrouns  of  hea  newe  ordris ;  &  hei  lyneden  pofe  liif,  &  cbri^t  and  hia 

'       '^  .  ^  9         T        J  r  t       apoatlea  the  beet 

fledde  lordscbipe  as  yenym.    lord,  whi  schalde  not  we  do  so  teachers,     and 

*^  ''  '  they    lived    in 

aftir  f ese  boly  patronns  ?    and  whanne  J^ou  seist  Jat  goddis  pov«ty. 

lawe  m&kiy  yes  lordis  ynfree  to  belpe  hem  wiy  here  owne 

goodis,  hoye  in  body  &  soule,  it  is  knowen  J^inge  yst  controrie 

fallij?,  bi  J?at  lordis  reu^rsen  f  e  ordeynaunce  of  crist,  &  f  us  Lorda     reverse 

for  lordis  fooly  fallen  many  harmes  boJ?e  to  lordis,  derkis  &  chii2t.^dhLm 

comunes.     lordis  ben  maked  pore  &  eke  fewe  in  noumbre,  &  ^  ^^' 

ofte  tymes  ]?ei  ben  nedid  to  spoyle  ber^  tenauntis,  &  bi  They  are  im- 

gruccbing  ajeyn  yei  disturblyn  ye  pees ;  and  ]?is  nedid  no^t  to  sjMI     their^ 

falle  )if  lordis  of  J^is  world  badden  al  yia  lordscbipe  of  yia 

world  in  ber^  bond  &  ordeyned  wel  ^^ore.     more  ricbe 

derkis  passen  lordis  in  bou8*bolde  &  meyne,  in  glorie  of  yia  •[p.  i89  ms.] 

world,  in  power  &  ricbessis.     And  so  it  may  falle  ]^at  J^ei 

taken  fro  lordis  werris  &  powers  a-proprid  unto  lordis,  for  one  The  clergy  take 

barme  in  goddis  lawe  bryngi]?  in  oyir.     Also  clerkis  bi  wwkoffordB.  ^ 

symonye  envenemyn  bem  silf,  &  ^if  J^ei  stode  in  pou«rt  yei  fel 

no^  in  Hs  perel.    Also  goodis  of  Hs  rewme  ben  yuel  dispendid  oooda  of  the 

.      ,,.        i.,  ,i.o  i-i  •■«  realm  given  to 

m  hondis  of  pes  clerkis  &  ^euen  ynto  false  men,  bope  ynto  aliens. 
alienes  &  men  of  yia  lond;  &  so  goodis  of  yia  rewme  ben 
yuel  distryed.    Also  yes  clerkis  ben  berbi  vnabled  to  prne  & 
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[Chap.  I. 


The  clergy  hin- 
dered from  God*8 
■ervice. 

Jodiz.9. 

Disqaiet  is 
brought  apon 
the  eomitry. 

Negligence  of 
lords  in  correc- 
tion is  a  kind 
of< 


Confessors  and 
others  should 
maintain  this 
law  of  God. 


to  seme  god  as  he  comaunde]?  hem ;  and  yis  is  }e  moste  harme 
ajens  god  &  man,  for  Jis  nedi]?  rewmes  to  lyiie»  in  werres. 
for  job  sei]?  in  his  book,  &  resoun  approae]^,  ]^at  no  man. 
xenersijf  god  but  ^if  he  hane  ynpees;  and  so  yis  dowynge  ajens 
goddis  lawe  doi]^  harme  to  lordis  &  clerkis  &  comnnys,  bo]^e 
bodily  harme  &  harme  to  her^  sonlis,  &  negligent  of  lordis  ia 
amendement  here-of  is  a  manure  of  consence  &  greggi]?  here 
synne ;  &  it  harme]^  her^  elderis  }^at  bigan  ]?is  errour,  ne  good 
do]?  it  noon ;  but  moue]?  lordis  to  pride  ]?at  here  kyn  ha]?  ^us 
foundid  housis  of  religioun.  and  si]?  god  in  his  lawe  cursi]? 
men  ]?at  breke»  it,  it  seme]?  ]?at  bo]7e  ben  cursid,  lordis  & 
clerkis,  and  herfore  confessouris  &  aUe  ]?at  hen  on  goddis  half 
Bchulde  moue  &  maynteyne  ]?is  lawe  of  our^  god.  &  si^]?e  ]?e 
moste  vnfredom  is  ynfredom  of  synne,  for  ]?at  maki]?  a  ma» 
seruaunt  to  nou^t  &  seruaunt  to  ]?e  fend,  &  dampne]?  him  in 
helle,  coueytise  of  fredom  schulde  moue  men  her-to,  and  so 
synne  bi  his  man^e  bryngi]?  his  doer^  into  ]?e  same  myre  ]?at 
he  eschewi]?. 


Laws  of  New 
Testament  so 
dear  that  it  is 
needless  to 
answer  false  in- 
terpreters, 


•[p.  189&  MS.] 

who  break  the 

law, 

1  Cor.  ZTi.  22. 


and  are  cnrsed 
of  God. 


Matthew  X.  10. 


Capitulum  2°^ 

The  seuene  lawis  of  ]7e  newe  testament  ben  so  open,  &  here- 
to confermed  wi]?  ]?e  liif  of  crist  &  of  his  apostlis,  ]?at  it  is  no 
node  to  reu^ee  ^es  gloses  ^at  feynen  to  ]?es  lawis  a  falce 
Tnd^rstondinge,  &  techen  clerkis  to  lyue  on  worldly  manure, 
but  ]?es  religious  *&  seculere  pr^stis,  &  so  many  clerkis,  bi 
brek](nge  of  ^is  lawe,  ben  cursid  of  god  &  venemyn  cristendome. 
for  crist  hi^n  eilf  teche]?  bi  word  of  seynt  poul  ]?at  he  is  cursid 
of  god  ]?at  loue]?  no^t  cnst ;  but  si^  he  onely  loue]?  crist  ]?at 
kepi]?  his  wordis,  who  eu^re  breki^  cristis  lawe  is  cursid  of 
god,  and  he  ]?at  fauori]?  ]?is  part  or  assenti]?  her^-wi]? ;  &  his 
cursynge  is  more  ]?an  cursynge  of  ]?e  pope,  or  ony  o^ere 
sensuris  }?at  he  kan  feyne ;  &  so  clerkis  of  ]?is  lend  semen  ^ 
irreguler^,  for  }ei  han  so  longe  leyen  in  so  gret  cursinge» 
Also  in  ^e  tyme  of  grace  crist  for-bede  his  apostlis  ]?at  ^ei 


^  senen  MS. 
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scbulde  Don^t  ber^  in  ]?e  weye  }at  wolde  lette  hem  to  preche ;  chriBt  forbade 

myche  more  olerkis  schulde  nojt  take  on  hem  such  lordschipe,  take^^ySing 

y&t  wolde  lette  more  to  pr^cbe  &  to  serne  god ;  si]?  clerkis  ben  der  them  from 

now  more  pore  of  ^iftis  of  god  &  more  bisi  aboate  }e  world^ 

Jeanne  to  bere  staues  or  kotis  or  hoosis  or  gretynge  of  folke 

^at  crist  forbeed  his  apostlis.    Also  we  sobulden  bane  mynde  Lnke  z.  4. 

on  ^e  passioun  of  crist,  hou  dere  he  boujte  his  lawe  whanne 

he  was  deed  herfore,  for  al  ]?at  he  suffride  &  kyndenesse  ]?at 

he  dide  was  to  comende  his  lawe  to  men  ]7at  comen  aftir  him. 

O,  how  ynkynde  ben  }ei  ]7at  dispisen  ^is  lawe,  or  for  to  broken 

it  or  to  putte  o^ere  byfore  it.     certis  yei  hen  cursid,  as  ]7eP8aimoxix.2i. 

salme  aei},  and  suche  ben  vnable  to  pme  or  to  ^eue  ony  a^vf  uw 

sacramentis.    and  nf  lat  heresie  were  wel  knowen,  les  clerkis  unable  to  give 

Baerainents. 

were  here  tikis  more  ]7anne  ony  o^ere ;  for  Jei  defenden  here  They  are  the 

part  ajenes  goddis  lawe  bi  falce  lawis  &  cautels  to  her^  lyues 

ende.     But  )it  antecristis  clerkis  prouen  bi  her^  resouns  }at 

'pe  kyng  &  ]?e  rewme  mote  nede  maynteynen  hem,  ap'pe  ]?ei 

ben  Rworen  to  ]?e  grete  charite.^    But  here  we  sohal  supposen  Magna  Caru. 

as  cristen  mennes  bileue,  ^at  no  mennes  lawis  ne  chartirs  Charters  roid  if 

against     Qod's 

maad  of  men  ban  strengjre  but  in  as  myche  as  goddis  lawe  i»w. 

conferme]?  hew ;  for  what  is  ony  chartre  or  ony  lawe  worj?, 

But  )if  god  conferme  it  by  his  *lawe  ?  &  so  ^is  grete  chartre  •[p.  190  ms.] 

wolde  moue  bi  goddis  wytt,  J^at  kyngis  &  her^  rewmes  schulde  Kings   should 

maynteyne  J>e  chirche  by  J?e  ordeynaunce  of  god,  &  distroie  chunsh    after 

]?e  contrarie.     and  ^if  we  taken  hede  bo]?e  kyngis  &  rewmes  nanoe. 

bi  here  opyn  ojfia  schulden  take  awey  pes  rentis  ^at  ]7e  fend 

ha^  dowid  wi]?  clerkis  a^ens  cristis  ordeynaunce.    ffor  no  wise 

man  wolde  seie  ]7at  lordis  by  here  oj^is  schulde  maynteyne 

lawe  of  }e  fend  ajens  ihd«u  crist ;  and  so  to  chalenge  of  J?e 

kyng  to  maynteyne  alle  herd  chartres  &  alle  here  newe  lawis 

^at  ^ei  ban  founden  were  to  chalenge  ^e  kyng  as  pe  fendis 

seruaunt ;  and  pere  wer^  ou^re  myche  dispit  to  here  lyge  lord. 

and  jif  ]?ou  seie  ]?at  cursyngis  purchased  of  pe  pope  and 

opere  felle  sensuris  f  endured  ouere  til  englond  schulde  fere  JL5*^^?5i|jJ 

ou^re  rewme  to  do  siche  fingis;  Here  we  schal  suppose  as  «'»'^«^"»doen- 

^  Sic  in  MS.  for  chartir. 
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oure  bileue  y&t  no  mannes  cursynge  ha]^  onj  strengj^e  but  ifi 

as  myche  as  god  hiwsilf  cursif  ;  and  so  ofte  tyme  cursij?  Je 

we  answer  that  fendis  mynystris,  &  god  him  silf  blissib  and  he  fend  cursib : 

God  bleaaes  when  «.--. 

the  derii  curses,  &  jif  jfou  8616  ]7at  moo  men  stonden  wi]7  sicbe  cursynge  ^anne 

wi}  blissynge  of  god,  &  hem  schulde  we  trowe ;  here  oure 

Sust  ^od™^  bileue  techij?  vs  fat  goddis  lawe  is  trewe  &  mote  stonde,  al  jif 

jority  be  agaiDst  ^^^^  ^®  °^^  feudis  ^SM  trewo  men,  and  triste  to  no  man  in  )?i8 

^'  mat^  but  to  goddis  lawe ;  for  J^at  seij?  god  himsilf,  J>at  may 

neutfre  be  false.*    0  how  hardy  be  we  maad  to  werren  on  oure 

brij^^en,  &  how  foule  cowardis  to  stonde  in  goddis  cause,  & 

certia  all  }^is  is  maad  bi  ]fe  fendis  craft,    drede  we  noujt  }^is 

home*  '^^  **  J'ondir,  for  it  tumej?  ajen  &  t\mi]f  f e  .welle  fat  it  come  fro. 

ffor  men  stable  in  bileue  ben  a  f  ick  walle  to  tumen  ajen  f  is 

f  ondir  fat  it  *  p^sif  nojt.    But  jit  f  on  seist  fat  oure  rewme 

stood  in  myche  ioye  whanne  f  e  chirche  was  putt  &  ma3mtened 

•[p.  190&MS.]     in  fis  staat,  &  so  it  were  ful  dredeful  *to  distrie  fis  staat. 

But  certis  fis  is  a  fendis  skile  to  maken  ts  drede  in  feif ; 

but  we  schal  yndirstonde,  as  goddis  lawe  techif  us,  fat  ofte 

Earthly  proeperj  tymes  fendis  children  passen  herd  in  welf e  f  e  children  of  god 

righteonsnesB.     jgt  aftir  schal  haue  blisse.     &  so  it  is  a  feble  skile  :  jif  oure 

rewme  hadde  suche  welf e  whanne  fei  dide  &  maynteyn^d 

suche  staat  to  f e  chirche,  f anne  fei  diden  wel  &  plesaunly  to 

god.     make  goddis  lawe  f i  iuge,  for  fat  mote  nedis  be,  &  fis 

iuge  may  nojt  folde  ne  faile  in  rijtwisnesse ;  and  as  f  e  gospel 

seif  fis  iuge  is  adu^sarie  to  ech  man  in  erf e  fat  holdif  nojt 

Testimony  of    goddis  lawc.     But  fou  seist  fat  myraclis  &  lyues  of  holy  men 

miracles     and     °  j  j  j  ^  ^ 

Mints  for  en-    approuen  fis  dowynge  of  f e  chirche,  and  god  wif  his  seyntis ; 

who  schulde  be  so  hardy  to  breke  siche  an  ordeynaunce? 

But  hertf  schulde  we  wyte  fat  many  suche  sygnes  comen  ofte 
Thifdevu  may  ®^  J'®  ^^^^  ^^^  mcnues  firste  synne ;  so,  as  seynt  poul  seif,  f e 
work  wonders,    f^j^^  jj^j^  power  for  to  figuTCU  hiw  iu-til  an  aungel  of  lijt;  &  so 

he  is  vntrewe  man  fat  trowif  to  siche  signes  as  myche  as  h^ 

trowif  to  f  e  feif  of  goddis  lawe.  &  so  it  is  no  bileue  fat  alle 
Aiiarenotsabits  T^es  men  ben  seyntis  fat  ben  hirid  of  fe  pope  to  ben  holden 

that  are  canon-  '  j  r  j     v  v 

i»ed,  siche;  and  fewe  men  woot  how  fes  wondris  comen  fat  we 

1  faUe  MS<  2  is  MS. 
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olepyn  myraclie,  whe^er  of  good  or  yuel;  ffbr  well  we  wyten  God»i  Uwii  the 
J^at  f  e  fend  doip  ofte  myche  good,     stonde  we  stable  in  onre  ^  ^    •  «*  «• 
bilene,  for  ]mt  may  neo^re  faile.     Bat  ]?e  fend  replye]^  a^enst  The  deru  pleads 
tis  trube,  and  seib,  Je  king's  graunt  bi  his  owne  chartre  &  tew,  and  wys the 

,     „.     '     -  '  ;,.      ,  ,  ,     ,,  lawi  of  the  realm 

Dullis  of  pe  pope  confermed  pis  dowynge,  now  scnulde  men  wiu    be    over- 

tbfowu* 

denye  J^is  or  distroie  it,  But  jif  Jei  reu^rsen  al  f  e  ordynauwce 

of  Jis  rewme  P    Here  I  woot  ]7at  men  of  lawe  ben  moued  bi 

siche  resouns.    Bat  professouris  of  goddis  lawe  schulde  stonde 

by  her^  bileue,  and  pntte  abac  mannes  lawe,  but  ^if  goddis 

lawe  ap^roue  it ;  &  so  ^if  chartris  of  men  ben  contrarie  to  ^p.  i9i  ms.] 

goddis  lawe,  J^es  chartres  schulde  be  wayschen  and  goddis  charters  should 

lawe  schulde  stonde ;  and  so  jif  )ea  poscessioneris  toke  fre  ]ns  Ood's  law. 

in  hen  lend  and  allegede  here  chartris,  and  trewe  men  goddis 

lawe,  Jeanne  schulde  men  se  whiche  were  goddis  children  & 

whiche  ]^e  fendis  children  by  maynteyn[yn]ge  of  ^ea  lawis.  and 

80  ye  fend  can  noujt  do  but  jif  he  ou^re  do,  whanne  he  argue]? 

)?us,  J?at  jif  a  rewme  were  purgid  of  errouris  in  goddis  lawe, 

hanne  were  Ms  rewme  distryed.    wele  I  woot  tat  goddis  lawe  God's  law  forbids 

.  possessions      to 

^eue)?  seculer  lordschipis  to  seculer  lordis  &  forbedi]?  hem  to  oiergy, 
clerkis.    )e  laboureris  of  cristis  chirche  han  leffuUy  rentis  & 
worldly  possessiouns  oj^^e  ]?an  clerkis  han,  ffor  J^ei  ben  hi^ere  whosedistinetion 
in  degree  and  neer  to  orist  in  pou^rte ;  &  bobe  Jes  "bingis  to-  they  are   near 

Christ  in  poTerty. 

gidre  may  ]?ei  nou^t  haue. 

Capitulum  S""- 

But  a^ens  yw  blaberen  antecristis  clerkis,  and  aleggen  goddis 
lawe,  but  to  false  sentense,  ]?at  seculer  men  schulde  no^t  iuge  Antichrist's 
of  clerkis,  how  eu^re  Jei  don;  for  J?ei  han  propre  iuges,  as  the  clergy  should 
popis  &  bischopis  &  o^ere  iugis  yndir  hem ;    &  her-to  fei  by  their  proper 
leggen  but  lewydly  goddis  lawe.    Here  schal  we  wite  ]?at 
yere  ben  many  iugemends,  as  iugement  bi  goddis  lawe  and 
iugement  by  mannes  lawe,  &  in  bo^e  Jres  lawis  ben  many 
man^e  iugementis ;  and  schal  we  trowe  ]?at  ech  man  of  dis-  Different  Unds 
orecioun  schal  iuge  of  his  nei^bore,  be  he  more  or  lesse,  be  he 
prest  or  clerk,  lord  or  ellis  pore  man,  and  so  to  al  ]?e  speche  Foolish  juds- 
]?at  is. in  goddis  lawe  aloonely  fool  iugement  is  yere-inne  for-  ^(f  forUddbn, 
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i.0.    Judging    fendid ;  &  man  may  iuge  folily  upon  many  maneris ;  as  )if  a 

ignonntlTf 

man  iuge  of  ]?ing  ]?at  be  knowi]?  no^t,  as  many  men  pr^sumen 

to  iuge  a  man  to  heuene,  or  ellis  iuge  him  to  helle  bi  ber^ 
•Lp.  1916  MS.]     feyned  cursynge,  &  so  pr^latis  *ofte  tymes  blasfeme»  in  god,  & 

taken  on  bem  iugement  &  knowynge  of  god ;  and  ^is  inge- 
Bom.  xiT.  4.  ment  dampned  poul,  for  prelatis  scbulde  nojt  iuge  seruauntis 
uttierJldiSe*^  of  god  in  Jat  J>ei  knowe  noujt.    Je  seconnde  foly  of  ingement 

stondi)?  in  ]7is,  ]7at  men  iagen  to  li^tly  &  bi  litil  euydence  to 

good  or  to  yuel,  ]^at  sue]?  nojt  ^er-of ;  as  }if  a  man  iuge  for 
or  on  too  great  fame  of  bis  broj?^  or  for  autorite  of  name,  lai  wbat  eu^e  be 

relianoe  on  an-  <*  '  ' 

thority,  geye  [is]  soJ?e,  and  sekij?  nojt  f  e  resoun  of  f  ing  J^at  be  seij?;  & 

^^^J^^jJ^^  f  us  ben  men  disceyued  in  iugement  of  popis  and  of  o}er 
prtflatis  &  of  o]^ere  comyntes,  &  ofte  tymes  on  ^is  wise  ben 
men  disceyued  of  iugement  of  myraclis,  &  many  o^er  signes, 
and  ^us  mennes  iugementis  ben  ofte  f ul  of  errouris  wbanne  J^ei 
iugen  by  mannes  entent  bi  ou^e  ^  lijt  euydence.  men  scbal 
eu^e  suppose  ^  good,  but  ^if  open  euydence  tecbe  ^e  con- 
trarie,  of  J^ingis  )?at  men  )?enken  on.    the  ]?ridde  manere  of 

ortoi*jJn»down  errour  J>at  fallij?  in  mannes  iugement  is  falceheed  of  her^ 
prynciple  ]7at  ^ei  groundem  hem  on ;  as  falce  wytnesse  ^at 
gone  on  a  quest  gabben  in  ber^  witnessis,  ]?ei  maken  J^e-iuge 
erre  and  pupplische  a  sentence  contrarie  to  trew]?e.  &  ri^t 
^VLB  multitud  of  antecristis  disciplis  may  moue  men  to  lene 
cristis  lore;  but  blessed  be  god,  ^at  in  eu^ry  chircbe  ba]? 
ordeyned  masse  bookis  to  witnesse  bis  gospel.     And  J'us 

Kings  should    Bchulde  kvngis  bi  worscbipe  of  ber«  staat,  constreyne  ber« 

have  the  Jus-     ,  «      .     „,  ,  ,     ,.  ..  ^         i 

tice  of  bulla    lyge  frens  &  here  oj7^re  clerkis,  vp  peyne  of  herd  leggeaunce, 

oxaniinod. 

to  telle  trewj^e  of  J^es  bullis  &  of  J^es  of ^re  nouelries,  wheyer 
J^ei  ben  of  bileue,  &  grounde  hem  in  resoun  or  in  goddis 
lawe,  &  examyne  ber^  proues  vrhe]f&r  ^ei  ben  trewe  men.  and 
]?us  scbulde  ^e  rewme  be  reuled  bi  ri^t,  and  falce  men  distroyed 
J^at  venemen  ^e  rewme ;  &  ]^us  scbulde  men  iuge  ]?at  ben  goddis 
seruauntis,  al  ^if  j^ei  stirte  no^t  vp  in  pilatis  chaier.  and  so 
•[p.  192  MS.]  ech  iugement  ]^at  is  *no^t  groundid  in  god  scbulde  be  fleed  of 
men  as  disceyt  of  }e  fend,     ffor  god  him  silf  is  trewef  e,  as  }e 

^  evere  MS. 
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gospel  sei]?,  and  )?e  fend  is  feidir  of  lesyngis.    and  so  sum  good 

iugement  is  of  mennes  out-wittis,  as  l7ei  iagen  whiche  mete  is  some  judgment 

*=*  ,        '         -r  o  is  by  the  »«»»■«» 


good  &  whiche  mete  is  yuel,  &  earn  men  iugement  is  of 

mennes  witt  wi)dnne,  as  men  iugen  how  )ei  schal  do,  by  lawe 

of  consience ;  as  cristen  men  schal  iuge  to  whom  ]7ei  don  hew  J^SJce^^  ^°' 

almes,  and  ]7at  }ei  feden  non^t  fendis  children  among  her^ 

owne  heed.^    &  it  were  al  on  to  reue  fro  wprldly  men  )iB 

iugement,  &  to  seie  ]7at  }ei  ben  bestis  dampnable  for  her^  ^dSSent  men 

folye.    And  ]7U8  ^e  fend  may  hide  mennes  wittis  &  bobbe  hem  would  be  beasts. 

in  hertf  resoun,  as  ]7e  iewis  diden  wi]?  crist,  &  leden  hem  to  ^*"-  "^-  ^• 

helle  as  blynd  avocatis  of  ^e  fend.     ]7ifl  blynde  boffetynge 

schulde  worldly  men  eschewe,  ffor  it  helpi]?  nou^t  to  ]?is  world 

ne  to  J'e  toj^er  world.    And  wite  wel  ]7es  lordis  )at  god  ha]? 

^euen  hem  resoun  for  to  seruen  him,  and  loken  her^  owne 

profijt ;  ffor  )ia  lord  of  his  curtesye  axe]?  no  seruyse  of  man, 

but  ;if  it  tume  to  his  profyt  &  nojt  to  ]7e  profy te  of  god.    and 

]?U8  it  were  al  on  antecrist  to  teche  ]7at  men  schulde  no^t  iuge 

of  dedis  of  his  clerkis,  &  to  seie  }at  he  is  lorde  aboue  IhMU  crist. 

Capitulum  4"- 

A^eyns  Jis  )e  fend  grucchij  bi  many  blynde  resouns,  and  sei]? 
>at  god  forbeedib  his  men  to  iuge  of  here  brib^ren.     But  we  The  devil  wye 

•*  ^  °  *  God  forbids  men 

schulde  trowe  to  wordis  ]?at  god  putti]?  in  his  lawe.     ffor  god  ^  judge  their 

biddi]?  ]7at  a  man  schulde  assaye  him  silf,  and  so  ete  of  ]>e  i  Cor.  xi.  28. 

breed  ]>at  is  ]?e  sacrid  oost.    ffor  he  ]7at  eti]?  unwor]?ily  eti]?  ood'siawteachee 

his  owne  jugement,  ffor  he  iugi]?  nojt  wisely  ]?e  wor]?ine88e  of 

goddis  body.    &  ]?e  holy  salme  sei]? :  ''^nderstond,  je  kyngis;  PNOm  u.  lo. 

and  schaak  of  pu  rudenesse,  ^e  ]>at  jugen  londis."     Sum  tyme 

iugement  god  grauntid  to  kyngis,  as  dayi]?  &  salamon  &  many 

o]?er6  kyngis.     &  jif  ]70U  seie  ]7at  popis  lawe  speki]?  o\er  wise  ^^® JST*  ^J 

of  *  jugement,  haue  ]7e  popis  lawe  more  suspette ;  sij  goddis  J[J^^^  JJ®-^ 

lawe  speke]?  ]7us,  and  ]7U8  crist  biddi]?  ]?e  iewis  to  iuge  o^  ^J^'^tJ* jj^ij 

him  rijt  iugement.      Lord,   whe]7tfr  Jes  clerkis  ben  mor«^"^ 

hi;e  ou^re  seculeris  ]7an  was  our  lord  ihe«u  crist  ou^e  ]7es 

falce  iewis  ?    ffor  trewe  men  ben  c^teyn  ]7at  crist  bad  hem 

1  Pherd. 
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no^t  juge  of  him  but  ^if  it  were  leefol  to  lewid  men  to  iuge  of 
clerkis;  and  so  it  we»  al  on  to  denye  siche  iugemeitt  and 

The  king's  rights  denje  Tegalje  ]?at  falli]?  to  ]?e  kyng.  Lord,  whej^er  }e  lawe 
of  ynglond  scbal  be  now  distried  bi  fablis  of  heretikis  con- 
trarie  to  goddis  lawe?    Vel  I  woot  Jat  men  were  wont  bi 

^^habi  *??£  iiigement  of  ynglond  to  dampne  pr^stis  and  clerkis  for  robberie 

law  of  Bngiand.  &  ]7efte,  and  also  for  trayterie  and  oj^r  smale  trespas ;  and  jif 
]?ei  now  denye  J^is  ]7ei  denye  ]?e  regalye.  And  ]7us  seie  to 
antecrist  ]7at  crist  bad  men  inge  of  him  hoj^e  bi  his  godbede 
and  eke  by  his  manheed.    Lord,  whe]?^  antecristis  clerkis 

G«i.ii.  [11.]  ben  more  J?a»ne  was  crist?  Also  seynt  ponl  ingij?  of  petris 
synne,  and  a^en-stoode  him  for  he  was  reprouable.  Lord, 
whe]?^  prelatis  now  ben  mor^  confenned  in  grace  Jeanne  was 
seynt  petir  ]?anne  afdr  sonde  of  ^e  holy  goost?   Also  ech  man 

Matt.  xTiii.  [15.]  schulde  bi  ]7e  lawe  of  ]7e  gospel  vndimyme  ech  hroyer  J^at 
synne]?  a^ens  him.  But  comunly  )?es  prelatis  synnen  a^ens 
lewid  men ;  ]7anne  lewid  men  by  her^  fei]'  schulde  vndimyme 
)ea  prelatis.  And  so  it  is  al  on  to  oute-take  }eB  prelatis  fn> 
suche  snybbinge  of  ]?e  peple  &  make  hem  more  ]7an  crist; 
ffor  ^if  crist  my^te  haue  synned  he  wolde  )ub  hane  be  blamed. 

Reproof  la  a  dnty  j^so  bv  te  lawc  of  charite  cch  man  schulde  lone  ech  ohere; 

of  charity.  -^  ^  /         » 

and  si]?  god  hs,}  ^euen  men  witt  to  se  ]?at  prelatis  don  ynel| 
bi  ]?e  lawe  of  charite  J^ei  schulde  moue  hem  to  good.  &  so  it 
were  al  on  to  take  prelatis  fro  J^is  iugement  and  seie  }at  J^el 
ben  fendis  ]7at  may  noujt  be  amendid.     also  bi  goddis  lawe  a 

•[p.  198  MS.]  man  schulde  for  charite  drawe  *his  enemyes  beste  oute  of  Jfo 
lake;  but  god  ha]?  more  reward  of  men  ^anne  of  beestis, 

Twi  u>*  blf  ^    fa^ne  myche  more  schulde  a  man  helpe  men  oute  of  synne. 

proved.  ^Igo  gij,  ech  of  Ys  schuld  kuowc  him  silf  synful  and  be  glaad 

of  seuene  goosUy  werkis  of  mercy,  he  schulde  haue  ioye  J^at 
men  reproued  him  of  his  synne ;  and  certis  so  wele  ech  man 
but  }e  quyk  deuel ;  ffor  he  for  his  pride  wele  not  be  blamyd 

Eeciufi.  [xxi.7!]  of  god.  And  herfore  seith  }e  wise  man  fat  he  fat  hati> 
blamynge  is  sutere  of  )e  fend,  rebelle  ajens  god.    And  salampn 

Prov.  XT.  [10.]    geij? :  **  he  fat  dispisif  his  blamere  schal  be  sodenly  distried  & 

Tittt»i.[i8.]      nojt  helid  of  his  synne."    And  herfore  techef  seynt  ponl  to 
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reprove  siche  fal  harde.     £for  yus  dide  crist  oure  al]7ere 

maystir  reprouynge  ]7es  pbarisees,  and  so  he  dide  to  peple  Matt.  zxiu. 

clepynge  him  sathanas,  and  so  charite  chacchi]?  men  to  yis 

lust  jugement.     flfbr  goddis  la  we  techi]?  vs  to  don  to  o)erG  Matt.  tU.  [12.] 

men  as  we  schulden  willen  ]7at  }ei  diden  to  vs.    But  who  led 

bi  resoa»  putt  in  greet  perel  wolde  no;t  be  glaad  to  haue 

helpe  }ere  of?  But  8i]7e  ech  man  by  synne  is  in  an  huge  perel, 

he  schulde  be  glaad  of  echo  ymg  )at  wame]?  him  of  his  perelle^ 

jif  it  be  neu^e  so  lowe  &  werse  ]7an  man  in  kynde.    For  ellis 

men^  in  obedient  as  }e  iirste  apostata.     Wei  I  rede  in  goddis 

lawe  ]7at  god  was  obedient  unto  voys  of  man  as  to  his  owne  Josh  x.  [12.] 

instrument.    And  so  si]7e  ech  creature  ]?at  telli]?  a  man  a 

trevLpe  is  instrument  of  god  to  schewe  hi»t  yis  tru]7e,  it  wer^ 

oon  to  dispise  ]7is  instrument  in  J^is  and  to  dispise  "pe  tru]7e  of 

ye  lord  )^at  he  schewi]?.    But  he  were  oute  of  resoun  y&t  were   . 

smyten  in  feueris  or  ellis  in  a  frenesye  or  ony  oper  siknesse 

y&t  wdde  no^t  take  his  medicine  or  reule  of  ajio)er  man^  al 

^if  it  were  displesynge  to  him  for  a  tyme.    Thus  meke  men  & 

trewe  men  blamen  nojt  }e  creature  pat  telli]?  hem  a  tni)e  in 

name  of  god,  si]7e  pe  lord  moeue]?  hem  for  profyt  *of  men  to  •[?.  las&MS.] 

tellen  hem  goddis  wille,  in  him  schulde  pei  heren.     and  so 

nf  we  can  se  derkis  schulde  wib  ioye  suffice  temporal  lord-  The  clergy  ought 

'      ,    ,  X       .7  t-  to  part  with  their 

schipis  be  taken  awey  from  hem.    For  wel  we  wyten  )7at  pis  *??P°f*^|L,iJ**'^" 
were  no^t  a^ens  goddis  lawe  ne  hyndrid  hem  no^t  to  gete 
hije  setis  in  heuene;  but  raipere  disposide  hem  to  come  to 
myche  blisse  and  ]7us  schulde  ech  man  willen  as  god  him  silf 
biddi]?  hem. 

And  so  take  heede  what  god  biddi]?  Jee  do  &  do  ]7at  and  2d^!g*[j  ^ 
noon  o}&r,  for  al  opere  is  synne.  &  loke  to  alle  j^ingis  pat  ciwwtiaement. 
comen  to  pee  to  suffre  and  suffre  it  mekely,  si]?  god  nedi]?  pee 
perto  &  aendip  it  for  pe  beste,  al  jif  ]70u  kanst  no^t  se  it ;  as 
a  child  is  ofte  betyn  for  his  owne  profyte  and  ;it  he  grucchi)? 
peT'&}eiLBf  for  he  see]?  no|t  pe  resoun.  and  pis  moue]?  many 
men  mekely  to  suffre  whateu^e  come]?  to  hem,  for  so  biddi^ 
charite. 

1  weren  probably  omitted. 
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XXII. 

TEACTATTJS    DE    PSEUDO-FRERIS. 

I  BEOABD  this  tract  as  almost  certainly  Wyclif  s,  and  in  tbis  I  am  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Arnold's  opinion,  who  omitted  it  only  because  he  had 
printed  so  much  invective  against  the  Eriars.  It  has  an  interest  as  showing 
that  Wyclif  felt  it  necessary  to  justify  his  attacks  upon  the  Mendicants, 
though  it  must  be  owned  that  the  apology  takes  the  form  of  a  renewal  of 
the  offence.  But  we  must  not  disregard  the  '  pseudo '  which  forms  part 
of  the  title,  and  is  not  forgotten  in  the  text.  What  Wyclif  inveighed 
against  is  the  evil  which  followed  from  admitting  and  binding  to  an  order 
men  who  did  not  live  in  the  spirit  of  its  founder.  With  a  true  follower 
of  St.  Francis  Wyclif  would  have  had  much  in  common.  Even  as  it  was, 
he  admits  there  were  good  men  among  them :  as  Paul  and  Nicodemus 
were  among  the  Pharisees,  to  whom  he  delighted  to  liken  them. 

This  higher  temper  may  be  noticed  in  his  dealing  with  the  practice  of 
midnight  prayers  (p.  317).  Such  rising  to  pray  he  says  may  be  good,  or 
it  may  be  a  hindrance  to  a  man  whom  God  calls  to  some  better  occupation, 
and  it  is  presumptuous  to  make  a  binding  rule  on  the  subject.  So  in  his 
Latin  sermons  he  says,  ''Non  observant  omnia  que  Christiana  religio 
precipit  et  observat,  cum  non  observant  mensuram"  (MS.  Trin.  Coll. 
Camb.  fo.  195).  Of  his  rougher  humour  there  is  a  good  specimen  on 
p.  319,  where  he  likens  friars  between  whom  there  is  ill-feeling  to  dogs 
in  a  sack. 

Among  the  marks  of  authenticity  we  may  note  the  incidental  use  of  the 
doctrine  of  Dominion  (p.  316)  and  of  Wyclif 's  favourite  point  that  it  is 
impossible  to  tell  of  any  man  whether  he  will  be  saved  or  damned  (p.  317). 
Another  characteristic  passage  is  that  on  p.  312:  ''We  graunten  mekeliche 
that  ...  we  faylen  in  the  heyghnesse  of  charite."  Wyclif  knew  that 
his  besetting  fault  was  intemperance  in  attack.  In  a  passage  quoted  by 
Dr.  Shirley  (F.  Z.  xlv.  note)  he  tells  us  that  he  was  accused  of  vindictive- 
ness  and  spite ;  and  in  the  tract  De  Sex  Jugis  (Lechler  ii.  603)  he  says : 
''  Omnes  enim  cogitamus  superflue,  quomodo  vindicta  caperetar  de  hostibas 
Christi  atque  ecclesiae,  et  potius  cogitamus  imprecando  istam  vindictam 
quam  alia  media  misericordisB,  quad  sic  injuriantibus  cederent  ad  salutem.'' 

I  must  not  omit  to  notice  that  this  sharp  attack  on  the  Friars  contains 
no  mention  of  the  Eucharist,  but  I  cannot  on  that  account  disregard  the 
weighty  reasons  in  favour  of  its  genuineness. 

Copied  from  the  only  MS.,  Dublin,  C.  v.  6.  [CC.]. 
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SumiABY. 

Chap.  I.  Many  people  cannot  bear  to  hear  frian  spoken  of  aa  false,  bnt  we 
must  do  as  God's  law  bids.  We  are  bid  to  reproye  sin  ;  and  as 
Christ  reproyed  Pharisees  we  must  reproye  these  new  orders, 
which  are  Pharisees  from  Christians p.  296 

We  must  not  blame  untruly,  hastily,  or  on  false  principles;  nor  from 
enyy,  but  from  loye 297 

Wrongfulness  of  trying  to  stop  such  language,  since  it  is  used  by  Paul      298 

II.    There  is  g^ood  and  eyil  in  the  orders.  Some  friars  leaye  the  conyent  and 

get  better  employment ;  yet  they  encourage  the  others  who  remain  298 

Their  obeeryances  are  superfluous.    Christ's  rebuke  to  Pharisees  .....  299 

The  New  Testament  forbids  sects,  but  these  orders  make  sects      .....  299 

Coyetousness  of  prelates  and  friars,  who  ought  to  take  little  and 

return  much 800 

III.  A  sect  is  a  new  order,  with  a  new  patron  and  rule  .....        »...        .»-  301 

Christ's  sect  does  not  insist  on  clothes  — 301 

St.  Peter's  prophecies  of  the  new  sects  and  their  eyils        302 

How  St.  Paul  speaks  of  them  .....        .-..        -.-        303 

IV.  See  whether  St  James  spoke  of  these  friars.    He  speaks  of  two 

religions :  one  pure,  the  other  yain.    The  pure  religion  is  that  of 
Christ    Not  kept  by  friars.    Their  yarious  faults         304 

y.    St.  Jude  prophesies  of  apostates  and  his  warnings  in  their  details 

correspond  to  the  ways  of  friars     ..... 306 

VI.    St.  John's  warnings  against  the  friars  - —      309 

His  writings,  like  all  other  authors  of  the  New  Testament,  teach 
us  to  reproye  friars.  They  attribute  iU-will  to  their  reproyers, 
but  Gk>d  is  the  judge  of  intent       .....        .....        »... 311 

VII.  The  fiend's  clergy  say  that  in  reproring  them  we  make  ourselyea 
e()ual  with  Goa,  whereas  we  are  sinful.  We  acknowledge  our 
sins,  but  belieye  that  we  are  Christ's  seryants,  and  that  we  speak 

as  he  bids  us  .....        »... ....      312 

Christ's  example.    Need  of  reproof  .....        ..... .....      813 

VIII.    The  fiend  riyes  six  reasons  to  loye  these  orders— 

I.    Their  dress.    But  it  is  wasteful        ...„        .....        ...        ...      315 

II.    Abstinence.     Not  true  of  all  of  them,  and,  if  true,  not 

necessarily  good — 316 

ni.    The  excellence  of  their  prayers.     They  do  not  know  that 
they  will  be  sayed.    Their  selling  prayers  shows  a  bad 

conscience    ....     ' ...      317 

Their  rules  are  presumptuous —      318 

iv.    The  holiness  or  the  society.    They  are  not  all  holy,  nor  is 

their  united  prayer  necessarily  powerful   ....        —      318 

Good  life  the  best  prayer,  and  the  cloister  is  often  not  the 

best  life ...        .... 319 

▼.    Their  special  prayers.    Their  prayers  are  not  so  good  as  the 

Paternoster,  or  Christ  woula  haye  taught  them  ...        ....      320 

Ti.    Their  handsome  churches  and  appointments.    These  they 
ought  to  grieye  for,  since  they  are  got  by  robbery,  spoiling 

the  poor,  and  injuring  parish  churcnes —      321 

Christ  warns  us  against  these  sects.    We  are  bound  to  withstand 

them_        ... ...        ....      323 

If  we  are  shown  to  err,  we  will  turn  to  the  truth   ...       ....        ...      324 
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Tractatus  de  Pseudo-freris. 
Capitulum  primum. 

•Tp.  81M8.]       *For   many  beren  heuy  }at  freiis  ben  clepid  pseudo  or 

iik?to^^ian  ypocritf>,  witeGriBtis  or  fend»>,  or  ony  edche  name,  it  wer^ 

to  telle  what  goddis  lawe  seyj^  herd,  &  bi  lore  of  godds>  lawe 

men  Bhulden  stonde  stifly.    ffirst  men  taken  of  bileeae  J^ot 

It  is  ft  duty  to     J7ei  shulden  reproue  synne ;  sij  cnst  techi]?  J^at  jif  }yn  broJ«* 

Matt.xTiii.*[i5.]  synnej   in   )7ee,  Jw#  shalt  Jries  reproue  byw;    &  fto  }e 

bigynnyng  of  ]?e  world  til  ]^ib  tyme  was  it  ysid  }at  men 

Bhulden  reproue  synne  for  loue  &  worship  of  god.    for  it  wer^ 

al  oon  to  lette  yis  &  to  lette  men  to  be  goddis  children,  and  to 

forsake  crist  god  &  take  men  fulliche  to  )e  fend,  &  so  forsake 

cristis  maundementttf,  &  bi-come  'pe  fendif  s^ruaunt.     But  for 

siche  an  heresye  somme  men  shulden  suffir^  martirdom,  & 

8o»»me  men  make  resouns,  &  somme  men  ysen  her^  worldliche 

Btreng]?e;    si]?   crist,   heued  of  martrts,  deyede  to  destrie 

]?is  heresye,  &  alle  hise  martrtis  aftir  deyeden  in  ]?e  same 

cause ;   and  hey;  prmtis  of  ^e  temple  wi]?  pharisees  }at  crist 

reprouede  weren  mor^  and  bet^re  groundid  ]7en  ben  pe  sectis 

of  pise  freris.     Af(irwa[r]d  men  supposen  }at  ]7ise  freris  may 

lytlyche  err^;    &  bi  dedis  }at  fame  telli]?,  ]?ei  synnen  & 

barmen  meche  }e  peple.      Si]?  crist  welle  of  religion  herd 

oneof  cshrut't    chees  to  hym  tuelue  apo^flis,  &  ;it  oon  of  hem  was  Sharioth, 

isoariot.  whom  it  was  leueful  to  reproue  —  what  T^rtu  hauen  ]?ise 

whyriionidtheje  newe  ordris,  }at  ben  cropen  in  wij-oute  ground,  J?«t  men  shal 

ftboTe  reproof  I    not  reproue  hem,  barmen  J?ey  neudre  so  myche  }e  chirche? 

hit  werd  al  oon  to  graunte  ]?is,  &  jiue  it  vp  to  ]?e  fend,  & 

fy^te  no  mord  in  goddw  cause,  but  assent  to  ]?e  fend  what 

eutfre  he  do ;  &  it  is  al  oon  to  reproue  synne,  &  to  reproue 

p^rsones  }at  synnen.      lord,   si]?   freris   synnen   ofte,  why 

shulden  not  men  reprouen  hem,  &  jif  al  ]?e  seote  assente]?, 

p£^2J'^^**  speke  we  sharpliche  ajen  }?e  secte ;  ]?us  spak  crist  sharpliche 

Matt.  Mrfu.  [18-  ^^  y^  ^^^  ^£  pharisees,  as  matheu  tellij?  in  eyhte  woes  J?at 
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erist  spak  a^en  hem,  &  ^it  orist  louede  p^sones  of  hem,  as 
weren  poul  and  nychodeme.    lorde,  sij?  Jise  newe  ordria  be»  Th^^iilil  are 
Pharisees  fro  eristen  mew,  whi  shulden  not  men  by  ensauwple  chSSSs,  *^"* 
of  crist  speke  sharpliche  aien  her^  synne  ?  but  in  3che  work  There  most  be 

order  in  reproof. 

god  aski)?  ordro,  &  so  in  blamyng  of  freris,    *Two  ]7ingis'[p.8iAMS.] 
ben  in  J'is  ord»  )at  eristen  men  shulden  holde ;  ffirst  "pat  men 
^iitblamen  hem  shulden  holde  treube  &  not  gabbe  on  hem:  Order  requires 

,       .  JO  J  ^^^^  blame  be 

for  al  jif  ]7ise  ordris  vsen  ]7i8  craft,  jit  }ei  don  hert  amys,  for  true, 

craft  of  lyyng  is  not  leueful,  si];  it  is  openliche  ajen  treu]?e, 

&  so  it  is  ajen  crist,  ]7e  whiche  is  J^e  first  treu]7e.     &  ]^U8  men 

may  leuefulliche,  but  of  hard,  fyjte,  plete  &  scorne,  but  ]7e 

croft  of  lyyng  is  dampned  gen^ulliche,  &  'pus  eristen  men  for  all  Mng  is 

damuftble  • 

shulden  be  war  to  putte  falsliche  blame  on  freris  ;   &  herfor^ 

many  men  speken  g[e]n^alliche  of  her^  synne,  &  leuen  to  Some  men  try  to 

descende  to  p^rsones  lest  pei  medlen  fals  vrip  so]?.     &  pus  pei  sonai; 

speken  bi  ^ondicioun,  or  supposyng,  or  gessyng,  pat  jif  freris 

don  pvLB  eristen  men  schulden  be  war  wip  hem.     JieuerpeleeB 

we  witen  bi  ]?e  cours  of  godd^  lawe  pat  ]7ise  men  pat  ben 

disposid  &  knowen   defaute  in    certeyn    p^sones    shulden  but  personal  re- 

proof  may  be  a 

reproue  h^m  in  her^  beerd,  but  eu^e  by  mekenesse  &  loue.  duty. 

]7us  baptist  reprouede  heroude  of  his  open  synne.     &  officials  John  Baptist. 

and  freris  haunten  ofte  pia  craft  amys,  when  ]7ei  louen  mord 

monee  or  ordris  pen  ]7ei  don  heel];e  of  herd  soulis,  &  ofte  ]7ei 

punysshen  men  bi  peyne  pat  god  approue]?  not.     pe  oper 

condicioun  of  blamyng  pat  eristen  men  shulden  holde  is  pat 

pei   shulden  blame  no  men   bi    enuye    or  coueytyse,    but  That  blame  be 

*  ,  not  due  to  envy 

algatt's  bi  charite  pat  ]7ei  hauen  to  god  &  to  his  chirche ;   jhe,  or  ooTetonsness. 

to  ]7o  p^rsones  pat  ]7ei  snybben,  al  jif  ]?ei  shal  be  dampned 

aftir,  &  put  noon  man  shalde  curse  an  ob^r  but  for  loue  Reproof  shonid 

spring  from  loTe. 

pat  he  ha]?  to  hym,  as  god  dampneth  neu^r  his  s^rvaunt  but 
for  m^rcy  &  for  loue.  &  pus  in  speche  ajen  iieris  men  casten 
to  holde  ]?ise  two,  and  jif  pel  faylen  in  onper  of  hem  ]?ei  cryen 
on  god  mercj  &  help ;  for  wo  is  vs  jif  we  ben  stille,  &  speken 
not  ajen  herd  Wynnes,  wenne  we  witen  pat  ]?ei  synnen  open- 
liche ajen  bileue,  &  leden  many  soulis  aftir  hem  by  wrong 
weye  as  fendis  don.    &  ptis  men  supposen  of  fireris  pat  somme 
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joim  Ti.  [70.]     of  hem  slial  be  dampned,  &  yenne  we  witen  bi  ^e  gospel  }at 

be  cUunned,  and  J'ei  befi  quike  fendiif.    lordy  who  shulde  lette  men  to  speke 

•[p.  82  Mb.]       here  as  exist  doi]??    si]?  bi  siche  comune  speche  *his  lawe 

shulde  be  bet^re  knowen,  but  as  we  witen  not  of  ]7is  here 

but  we  must  not  wheJ^tfT  he  shal  be  dampned,  so  we  kepen  vs  in  ouw  speche 

one  ftw,  ^at  we  clepen  not  J^is  frew  a  fend,    but  ajen  errours  J^at  Jey 

against      their  sowen  men  shulden  speke  hertliche ;   &  bi  siche  reproayngis 

god  may  iume  ]7ise  ireris  to  goode,  &  kepe  sugetM  in  goddis 

weye,  "pat  ellis  wolden  go  the  weye  to  helle.     &  as  anentis 

Fali^^Si  of '"^  fals  freris,  resoun  techip  pat  piae  ben  fals,  &  poul  Bpekip  pat 

faiae  friars.        perile  is  in  Ms  freris.     lord,  whi  shulden  men  be  lettid  to 

Let  them  blame  speke  pus,  si]f  goddf «  lawc  sci]?  so  ?    dampne  J^ou  ^is  holi 

Holy  Writ. 

writy  &  lette  pou  men  to  rede  it,  &  releese  here  oblishyng 
bi  contune  vse  pat  god  approue]?,  &  penne  per  is  som  colour 
to  blame  men  pat  vsen  pia  word,  but  freris  ben  obHshid  of 
god  &  bi  hertf  rewele  to  seye  Jis  word,  &  as  Jei  seyen  freris 
weren  penne  &  longe  bifor^,  &  somme  false,  what  shulde  lette 
pQ  holi  goost  to  speke  of  fals  freris  bi  poul. 


Capitulum  2"- 

Jit  cristen  men  shulden  be  war  in  her^  speche  ajen  freris, 
Some  friars  are  ^  for  somme  ben  goode  and  somme   euele,   men  shulden 

good  and  some  ^  ' 

«viU  specific  ]?ise  euele,  &  not  reproue  good  Yf'ip  euele  lest  pd 

crreden  in  blamyng  her^  bre]7tfren,  &  herfor^  cristen  men  han 
declarid  hou  men  shulden  knowe  a  pseudo-frer^  &  what  is  good 

and  there  is  good  in  hcr^  ordrtf  &  what  in  hertf  ordr^  is  euel,  as  so  myche  of  her* 

and  eril  in  Uieir 

order.  ordrtf  is  good  as  is  seid  in  goddis  lawe,  &  as  myche  of  her«  ordr« 

is  euele  as  discordi]?  fro  goddis  lawe ;  but  many  Jdngis  may 
be  wd  don,  &  jit  J'ci  ben  euele  knytted  to-gedrd;  as  tyme 
&  Qp9r  circuinstaunce  J^at  limiten  peyne  for  a  dede  ben  ajen 
^e  fredom  ]?at  crist  wole  haue  in  hise  lawe.    &  pw  j^ise  goode 

Friars  leare  the  men  of  fr^ris  drawen  hem  fro  her^  priuat  rewelis  &  fro  her^ 

conTent, 

lyuyng  in  comune,  lest  it  neede  hem  to  broke  goddit  lawe ; 
andgetworktiiatas  somme  frcris  procttren  to  be  bisshopis)  somme  to  be  lystris 

releases       them 

from  the  rules;   and  Huc  out  of  comunes,  &  somme  to  be  wij  lordM  or  laydis, 
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&  Bomme  freris  to  bi  in}  bisshopis ;  but  )?at  }at  }ei  seyn  is 

best,  as  obedience  to  her^  souereyn  &  risyng  at  myd-ny^t 

whij?  kepyng  of  hew  priuat  reulis  &  sewyng  of  hew  ohapitrts, 

J'ise  hen  warUche  pat  abao  wi]?  }e  moost  witty  of  frem. 

But  jit  )w  ben  outfr-many  *cowordi8  &  foolis  stondyng  in  yis  yi?*ui?y^ooiir- 

fredom,  si]?  )ej  dar  not  reproue  hew  comunes  in  kepyng  of  JSain^^To  keep 

hew  obs^uauncttf,  but  dwellen  in  her  naked  habits  in  tokene  ^d^^themieiyes 

)»fft  Jei  wolen  twrne  ajen.     &  certtis  in  yis  is  noon  wisdom,  ^*"    «  »  *» 

but  errotfr  on  many  sydis ;  for  siche  kepyng  of  Jrise  habitti 

techi]?  ]?at  }ei  lasten  in  ^is  synne,  &  eonoenten  to  }e  first 

errours,   as  ypocriti«  ajens   god.      and  Jf^or^  many  men 

wolden  console  hat  l7ei  casteden  a-wey  bise  habitt>  &  sich  fool  ▼Uob  they 

^      ^  ^  ^  should  ca»t 

oblysshyng,  and  token  fredom  of  cristM  lawe ;   &  ^us  techijf  ftv<^7- 

ilche  word  of  crist,  )at  reproue]?  Jise  newe  sectis,  for  herd 

newe  obs^uauncM  to  whiche  tey  oblishen  hem  so  myche  TheirohserranoeB 

'    "^  "are  euperflaoue, 

smacchen  som  weye  ypocrisie,  or  ellis  j^ey  ben  sup^rflue,  and  and  "J^*p**°»f 

oblishen  men  wi]?-oute  chesoun  ajen  }q  fredom  of  cristis  lawe.  Christ. 

&  herfor^  crist  clepi]?  so  ofte  pharisees  ypocriti«,  &  seyf:  "ffle  LnkexU.  [i.] 

jee  fro  sourdou  of  pharisees,  fat  is  ypocrisye,  for  jrei  ben 

blaunchid  wi]7-oute  as  sepulcris,  and  wi]f-inne  ful  of  fylje. 

Wo  be  to  jou,  pharisees/'  seyth  crist,  **}at  ben  hud  menu-  Chrisfs   rebuke 

mentis ;    and  men  wandrynge  on  hem  knowen  not  ^e  filj^e  Luke  xi.  [W.] 

wi]7inne.     oon  of  ]?e  wyse  men  of  lawe  onsuerede  to  crist,  and 

seyde  )u8 :  mayst^r,  seyng  yiae  J'ingis,  }<m  makest  to  ys  greet 

strif.     and  crist  seyde  to  ]7is  man :  &  wo  to  jou,  wise  men  of  "»*  ^  lawyers. 

lawe,  "pat  chargen  men  wi]?  bir]7ins  }at  )ei  may  not  ber^,  and 

jee  irip  pure  oon  fynger  touchen  not  jour^  makid  bir]7ins." 

&  herd  men  taken  of  cristtf  wordis  }at  men  shulden  not  lette 

to  speke  for  god,  al  jif  ]7ei  suffren  harm  for  herd  speche ;   for 

crist  tolde  mord  sharpliche  J^is  wo,  when  ]7is  lawerd  hadde 

tolde  piB  perile.     &  men  may  see  of  }e  same  word  }at 

^onsenteris  to  siche  ypocrittif  ben  in  fe  same  dampnacioun, 

si]?  crist  eeyy :  ''  and  to  jou  be  wo."    Also  bi  }e  newe  lawe  ben 

sectM  ofte  reproued,  &  noon  drede  J^ise  newe  ordris  maken^||!f^^ 

diudrse  sectts,  &  so  bi  ourd  bileue  )ise  ordris  ben  reproued.  ^'I  St?  pkurs  warn- 

woot,  sei]7  poul,  }at  aftir  myn  discess  wolues  of  raueyn  shal  a!^  zx.  [29.J 
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come  in  to  ye  cliircliei  and  }ei  ahal  not  spar^  }e  floo.  &  of 
30a  silf  Bhal  rise  wicked  men,  spekynge  p^ra^rse  }jngis,  so 
yat  ]?ei  leden  disciplis  aftir  hem.  &  herfon  wake  ^,  & 
J^enke  onne  hou  bi  J^re  jeer  nyjt  &  day  y  ceessede  not  bi  teris 
monestynge  ilohe  of  jou ;   &  now  y  commende  jou  to  god  and 

•[p.  88  MS.]  to  word  of  *lii8  grace,  whiche  is  myjty  to  edifye  &  jiue 
heritage  in  alle  halewid.  bat  siluer  and  gold  or  clo]»  of  non 
of  pu  coueytide  I,  as  ;ee  |our^  self  witen,  for  to  neede  of 
^ingis  ]7at  i  hauede  and  to  hem  ]7at  weren  wi]?  me  ministreden 
^ise  hondtiff,  bi  traael  "pat  i  me  self  dide.  alle  yise  pingis 
haue  i  shewid  to  pn,  for  men  J^at  trauelen  JnM  moten  take 
sike  men  &  helpe  hem  vnp  siche  goodM,  &  haue  mynde  of  ]?e 
word  of  pe  lord  ib^u,  for  he  seyde  pat  it  is  mor^  blissid 

Thesewordshave  more  to  nue  ben  to  take."     l7ise  wordis  of  holi  writt,  sib  bei 

more    authority.         «,«..  ,  ,  ,, 

than  the  rules  of  ben  feyp  of  cnsten  men,  ben  mow  to  pr^yse  pen  alle  proprd 

orden,      which  ,    (, , .  ,   .        ^      ,  r    J        r  r     tr 

needed  the  Pope'a  rewel  of  bise  newe  ordns ;  for  here  autours  weren  lease  worp, 

oonflrmation. 

&  hauen  neede  }at  }e  pope  eonfermQ  hem.  for  poul  was 
bet^re  &  myhtyer^  J^en  alle  J?e  patrouns  of  J^ise  new  ordris ; 
&  non  pope  eonferme)  holi  writt,  si}  it  is  furst  t^onfermed  of 
god.  &  noo  drede  poul  telli]?  her^  a  rewele  }at  cristen 
men  shulden  holde,  &  first  men  may  see  her^  hou  pool 
Paul  propbesiea  prophecyedo  sob  of  comyng  of  be  newe  sectis  in-to  be  chirche, 

of  the  new  aeota. 

bo]7e  oon  &  o]»^,  &  hou  ]?ei  shal  be  wolues  of  raueyn  &  not 

spar«  }e  floe  }at  pei  ben  inne;  for  what  pr^lat  or  religiose 

coTetouaneM  of  spari]?  to  pile  }e  comune  peple,  but  ooueyti]?  gold  &  siluer 

ud  frkra,         &  clo]?,  fsre  }e  peple  neu^re  so  euele.    as  freris  when  J^ei 

beggen  of  men  }enken  not  hou  J'ei  ben  rycher^  }en  por^  men 

yat  J^ei  beggen  of,  )at  hauen  greet  neede  for  hem  &  heoria 

to  J'yng  "pat  freris  tillen  of  hem,  and  certi9  J^is  spoylyng  is 

who  are  wome  falser^  ben  open  raueyn  of  dai  beues.     But  poul  tauite  aftit 

than  day  thieTea.  j  *  .r  j 

hou  he  laborede,  to  jiue  ensaumple  to  men  aftir  pat  pel 

shulden   not   bilde   hem   castels  &  line  oon  por^  men  bi 

It  is  better  to  give  beggerye.    for  it  is  boj^e  needeful  to  men  to  jiue  &  to  take 

than  to  take.      ^^  j^^^,^  brethren ;  but  J^e  first  ^ondicioun  is  bet^re,  &  J^^for^ 

that  they  Uve  on  crist  &  poul  useden  it.     and  pr^latw  bat  hauen  cur^  of  soalis 

aa  little  aa  poa-  ^  ^ 

Bible,  loken  hou  scarsly  )ei  may  liue,  &  wi}  hou  lytil  of  siche  almes 
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J7ei  neede»  to  charge  }e  peple,  &  hou  largeliohe  J^ei  jenen  JJjJrJfSaahKg 
ajen  lore  and  ensaumple  of  holynesse.    J7is  rewle  si]?  it  is  •»<*  example, 
bileeue  *8hulde  be  studied  of  alle  Jise  sectw,  &  not  take  an  •Lp-  8»M8.] 
©]?«•  lease  good  but  jif  )at  yis  rewele  faylede ;    &  berfow  poul  J^o'*^  ["]  *"* 
heriede  god  }at  he  broujte  not  in  siche  secttif,  but  by  clene 
lortf  bat  crist  tauite  poul  liuede  &  taujte  ol?^.     studie  wyse  Let  wise    men 

,  ..;.,!,/.      •wdytheaeword* 

men  on  yin  word  of  poul,  &  loke  ]?ei  njtiiche  whep^r  pise  of  Paiii,  and  we 
sectis  ben  euele  &  wor]?i  to  be  left  bi  goddw  lawe,  &  to  be  eyii. 
spoken  ajen  sharpliche.     &  J^^rfow  seyj  poul  to  eanforte  men, 
hou  J^ei  shulden  haue  mynde  of  cristis  word,  &  hou  crist  shal 
jiue  to  men  J?«t  louen  hym  word  &  groce  to  reproue  hew, 
&  yis  word  moue]?  summe  men  to  speke  a^en  yiae  new  ordris. 

Ceipttulum  3°- 

It  wertf  to  wite  ou^  yh  what  goddis  lawe  mene)?  bi  J^ise 
sectM  ;   &  it  semel?  to  many  men  bat  a  secte  is  a  newe  ordr^  a  sect  it  a  new 

'  ,  «      .  order,  with  a  new 

bi  newe  patroun  &  newe  lawe,  as  was  pe  secte  of  cristen  men,  patron  and  a  new 

^  '*  rule. 

and  crist  haueb  ful  autorite  to  make  siche  a  blessid  secte  for  chriBt  was  the 

'  ^  ^    founder  of  a  new 

hym  &  hise  }at  comen  aftir  to  ]?e  ende  of  )q  world,     ^if  "^^^ 

a  cristen  man  haue  a  custom  ^at  profiti]?  to  hym  for  a  tyme, 

but  he  haue]?  non  patroun  ne  rewele  but  crist  &  lor^  ]?at  he  whichmenahooid 

h&y  jiuen,  he  maki]?  not  a  newe  secte  o]?er  }en  secte  of  cristen 

men.    &  jif  benet  or  dominie  or  fraunciss  or  bernard  or  angel 

of  heuene  make  a  newe  secte  upon  cristw  secte,  he  is  herfor^  but  keep  it  free 

•  ■  •     .   from  chanffo. 

wor]7i  to  be  blamed ;   &  Jfis  secte  shulde  be  despisid  &  onstw 

secte  shulde  be  holde  clene,  as  be  secte  of  macamethe  takib  Mahomet'a  eeet 

'  .  '   Ukee    mnoh    of 

meche  of  cnstw  secte,  but  it  vaneb  in  som  rewele  &  in  clobis  chrut»f ,      but 

-*  '       yanea»  and  so  do 

&  in  patroun,  &  so  don  sectM  of  our^  newe  ordris,  &  of  bo]?e  these  new  orders. 
J^ise  prophecie]?  poul.     Crist  groundede  not  his  secte  in  sich  Christ   uid  no 
changyng  of  clobis,  but  in  rewle  of  virtues  ]7at  ben  vnsensible 
to  men,  &  tolde  nou^t  bi  siche  abitis,  but  in  as  meche  as  ^i 
helpeden  to  v^ues,  &  J^us  men  shulden  not  be  weddid  wi]' 
hem,  but  change  hem  lest  her^  loue  err^.    &  }u8  seyen  summe 
)at  these  freris  habits  to  whiche  freris  ben  ]?tM  oblishid,  }at  as  the  friars  do. 
ben  }u8  large  &  yariaunt  as  weren  habitti  of  pharisees,  ^s^ruen  •[?.  84  ms.] 
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}e  fend  to  putte  in  lesyngtM  &  to  destrie  por^  mennt^  goodM. 
HitreUgiontakes  Cristis  religion  telHI?  lityl  bi  siche  sensible  habitif,  but  now 

now  one   habit,      _  . 

now  another:  as  takib  oon  &  now  an  oher,  as  dide  crist  on  good  fryday.     for 

he  did  on  Good     .... 

Friday.  "  J^ise  habitis  crien  to  ]?e  folc  holjnesse  &  stablenesse,  "j^at  god 

wole  haue  hid  to  bym,   &  jtus  J^ei  ben  ofte   false  signes 

S*hoUn«i»?**°**  *  garnemewtM  of  ypocritw,  as  crist  clepi)?  ofte  pbarisees. 

[2j  Peter  ii.  [1.]  And  ]7Us  sei]?  petre  in  his  book,  ]»at  is  aboue  alle  ]?ise  patrouns, 

So]7eliche  "per  weien  fals  proph^tis  ^  in  ]7e  peple,  as  shal  be  in 

p\x  mastris  of  lesy»gt>,  ]?at  shal  brynge  in  sect»>  of  loss,  boj^e 

of  religioun  &  sonl,  as  men  mai  openliche  see  now,  &  }ei 

denyen  pat  lord  pat  h&p  bou^t  hem,  ihesM  orist.    for  when  pel 

leuen  cristis  secte,  or  louen  it  lasse  for  ]?ise  newe  sectM,  ]?ei 

slaken  in  piE  her^  lone  to  crist,  &  )tu  ]7ei  ben  ct^rsid  of  hym. 

Letpeoptejudje  &  j^ge  ];e  peple  wheper  yiae  aedtts  louen  her^  patronn  bet^re 

patron"^*  \^ta  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  opere  seyntw,  )at  weren  betdre  to-for^  god  fen 

Sdif^dr order  l'^®®  patrouns,  &  louen  lesse  )e  rewele  of  crist  &  cnsttit 

SmioTeCtoriS'i  ordynaunce  for  herd  ordris,  &  her*  dedt«  wolen  openliche 

rule  less.  ehewe  yat  J^ei  don  ^  wi]7-onte  cause,    whi  shulden  not  Jise 

sectw  be  reproued  ?  sip  pei  ben  yut  secttif  of  lesyng ;  not  of 

leesyng  of  worldliche  worship  ne  worldliche  vauntage,  as 

we  may  see,  but  of  lesyng  of  yMues  &  of  blisse  for  hertf 

vnkyndenesse.    And  herford  sei]»  petre  aftir,  pat  "piee  eectis 

leden  yp-on  hem  hasty  lesynge  of  Tdrtues  &  blisse  bi  herd 

la  he  not  a  fool  chargyng  wil7  newe  ordris.     who  wolde  seie  bat  he  ne  werd 

who   changes  a  ^  ''^  ^ 

good  order  for  a  fool  bat  hauede  a  good  ordrd  bat  my^te  not  £sdle,  &  at 

one  grieTOUB  and  ■*  j  >/ 1  i  r- 

imperfeot.  bryngi]?  in  a  newe  ordrd  ]7at  is  bo]?e  heuy  &  ynpdrfijt,  &  letti]? 

]?e  first  parfyt  ordrd  bo]?e  to  be  loued  &  holden.  Juge  ]»e 
peple  whe]7dr  J^ise  freris  bi  herd  newenesse  ]»at  ]7ei  ban 
founden  breken  ofte  cristis  ordre,  bo]7e  to  hem  &  to  ]?e  peple. 

[2  Peter  u.  3.]  And  \w  sei]?  petrd  aftir,  J'at  many  shal  sewe  her  lecheryes, 
bi  whom  J^e  weye  of  treu^  shal  be  blaafemed.  It  is  knowen 
byng  now  bat  many  louen  mord  bise  newe  ordrLs  ben  bei 

ToIoTefheir        m<i    ^  i  *  g  mi 

°F^*^??°^      louen  be  ordrd  of  crist  &  don  mord  worship  to  hem,  &  bis  is 

thanChrist'a  *  ^  r  i       j 

J[p-wj.J^jl     gostliche  lecherie  fro  crist  )7e  spouse  of  Je  chirche,  *&  Jis 


lechery. 
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is  opone  blasfemye  ei}  roten  ordinaunce  of  men  is  more 

worshipid  &  mor^  told  bi  yen  ^e  ordinaunce  of  orist.     Petre 

telli]?  aftir  of  J^e  fnit  J^at  come]?  of  siche  newe  ordris:    In  [SPeterii. s] 

coueytise  wi]>  feyned  wordis  ]?ei  sbal  chaffar^  of  pu.     It  is 

knowew  hou  l^e  pope  wib  his  court  chaffaril?  wil?  simple  men  Soie  of  beneflcea 

I      IT  r  I  ^  I        I  r  and  abaolutlon. 

in  btfntfficM  &  assoilyng,  &  certts  yia  is  a  newe  secte  fonnden 

ou^  ye  secte  of  crist;    &  ytu  cbaffaren  possessioners  bi 

auarice  wi]?  seculer  men ;    &  yise  freris  cbaffaren  now,  & 

sillen    cuntrees    to    begge  ;     &    in    alle    yiae    wordis    ben 

feyned  of  gostlicbe  suffrage  wi]7-oute  grounde.     yu8  regnetb 

chaffaryng  of  prratis  and  lewid  men  by  auarice.     But  petre 

telli)?  aftir  to  what  ende  yise  eectis  bryngyn  men :    **  To  J^ise 

sectw  ceessi]?  not  fe  iugement  yat  is  now  &  bifor^  tymes, 

&  her0  leesing  nappi]?  not."     Noo  man  dredi]?  yat  haue]?  witt 

yat  petre  ne  reprouede  herd  yiae  secti«.    what  cristen  man 

shulde  not  speke  a^en  hem  bi  autorite  of  crist  &  petre  ?  jif 

petre  prophecyede  not  J^ise  sectis,  telle  j^ei  what  ye  wordis  of  Peter's  prophecy 

petre  menen.    And  of  ]?ise  sectis  speki]?  poul  to  his  disciple  "«<^^- 

tymothe:    **pe  holi  goat  eeiy  openliche  J^at  in  ]?e  last  tymes  [i]  Tim.w.  [i.] 

Bumme  shal  depart  fro  bileeue,  takynge  hede  to  spiritis  of 

errour  &  to  loris  of  fendis,  ]?e  wiche  fendis  speken  lesyng  in 

ypocrisio;   hauynge  herd  conscience  brent  wiy  hoot  yren  of 

coueytise ;   &  forfenden  to  wedde,  &  abstenen  fro  mete,  yat 

god  hay  ordeyned  to  trewe  men  to  take  wiy  J^ankyngis  of  god, 

&  to  hem  yat  ban  knowe  trew]7e."     Herd  ilche  man  on  goddis 

half  shulde  trowe  J'ise  wordif  of  poul,  si]?  god  seyjy  hem 

openliche  to  hym.     &  yus  it  seme]?  ]?at  poul  wolde  mene  ]?at  Paul's    words 

in  tymes  of  Jfise  ordris  men  departen  fro  bileeue  ]?at  ]?ei  orders. 

shulden  haue  of  cristis  ordrd,  &  many  taken  oudr-meche  hede 

to  gostlicbe  men  of  yiae  ordris,  yat  erren  as  ypocriti>  & 

magnifien  herd  owen  ordris.      &  non  drede  siche  seniours 

ben  fendis  ]?at  speken  lying  in  ypocrisie,  &  ]?ei  hauen  herd 

conscience  brent  wi]?  fier  of  coueytise,  for  al  ]?at  ]?ei  may  gete 

to  herd  ordrd,  of  men  or  of  worldliche  goodtd,  ]?ei  ]?enken  ]?ei 

geten  newe  to  god,  ]?at  god  is  wel  payed  ]?drwi]?,  &  ytis  ]?ise 

ypoorittd  *letten  to  wedde  bo]?e  of  prdstis  &  of  nun|;ies,  &  bi  .[p.  85  M8.j 
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^18  J^ei  fallen  in  fool  leccberie,  leuyng  ]7at  ^ai  gpd  ha^ 
grauntid ;  &  J^us  J^ise  freris  forberen  fleshe  }at  crist  yaede 
&  grauntede  to  ete.  &  ]?u«  )eB  newe  obs^ruauncM  don  harm 
[2]  Tim.  iu.  [5.]  to  ]?e  chiroho  many  weyes.  &  ]^i&  applie]?  poul  to  sectw  'pat 
hauen  licnesse  of  pitee,  but  f  ei  denyen  }e  Y&rta  }er-of ;  for 
]?ei  bauen  non  conscience  to  robbe  por^  men  to  magnifie  ber» 
new  ordris,  &  to  fordo  cristw  ordinaunce;  but  hou  deneyen 
not  piae  men  pe  yertu  of  pitee  to  god  and  man  ? 

Capitulum  4"- 

See  we  wb<it  James  sei]?  pai  wroot  to  tuelue  kynredis,  &  so 

to  alle  cristen  men,  wbejy^r  be  speke  oubt  of  freris.     but  jif 

god  spake  her^  of  freris,  certw  pe\  ben  not  wi)?  bym,  &  crist 

Matt.xU.  [80.]    %e\\ :  "who  ]7at  is  not  wi}>  me,  be  mot  necde  be  ajen  me." 

James  i.  [27.]     JamiM  telli}>  of  two  religions ;  \e  first  is  clone  wit-oute  wem, 

&  ]7is  mot  nede  be  cristf«  religioun,  bo]7e  for  \e  patroun  & 

pe  rewele ;  pe  secounde  is  veyn  religioun,  &  \at  baue)?  o\er 

patroun   and   rewele.      James  sei]?  ]7at   dene    religioun  & 

wi]7oute  wem  bifor^  god  &  \e  fader  is  )7is,  to  visite  modfrlees 

children  &  widewis  in  her^  tribulacion,  &  kepe  hyw  silf  wi)»- 

The  pure  reunion  oute  we#n  fro  fouljng  of  Ms  world.    James  spekib  not  beer* 

of  which  James  ^    o        ^  k       j 

■P,^w*'.  ^*'  of  be  ordris  bat  bolden  her^  castels  or  liuen  as  ankeris,  but  of 

which  Christ  or-       ■'^  ''^  ' 

d**n«d»  J?e  religioun  pat  crist  haj»  ordeyned  to  fijte  wi]?  \e  world 

&  profite  to  needi  men,  as  crist  dide  wi]?  hise  apo«^lis.  And 
^if  ]70U  seie  \ai  freris  visiten  modirlees  children  &  widewis ; 
so]7elicbe  \e  fend  visiti]?  men,  but  to  deceyue  bem  &  harme 

Friars  Tisit,  hut  hem  :  &  'bus  bise  heris  visiten  men,  but  riche  men  in  heer^ 

it  is  the  rich;  »        J       x 

welfare.    And  crv&tU  ordre  biddi]^  men  to  kepe  hem  vnfoulid 

fh)  \e  world,  but  freris  seldom  or  neu^e  but  when  oouejrtise 

g^»^*i»«p<»J,it  foulij  hem;  for  when  ]7ei  visiten  pore  men  or  widewis,  fei 

them  what  they  ^ou  to  geto  goodtM  of  hoOT,  as  com,  monce,  chese  or  som-whot 

can  lu  spare.  o        » 

']7at  nedi]'  more  hem  J^en  \e  freris ;   &  \u8  yd  helpen  hem  not 

James  ui.  15.      ^  tribulacioun,  but  to  deceyue  here  bodi  &  soule.     &  berfore 

Swe^rdere  if  seyj  ismes  aftir,  ]7at  rewle   or  wisdom  of  Jise  ordris  is 

deriiiS.**""  '  worldliche,  beestlicbe,  &  fendliche,  &  ]7is  is  veyn  religioun. 
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pe  rewele  is  first  worldliohe,  *for  ^ei  ben  ouMxomeit  of  J^e  •[p.  su  ms.] 

world,  &  speche  of  men  plesi^  hem  not  but  ^if  it  iume  hem  to 

worldM  vynnyngy  &  sich  a  rewele  mot  neede  on«rcome  )e 

flesh  of  sicbe  freris,  for  }ei  seken  lust  as  bestis,  &  coaeyten 

Ukjngis  of  flesh.     &  J^is  rewele  is  ^e  deuelis ;  as  ^e  deuel  is 

herd  patroun  in  J^is,  **  &  J^er^/'  sei]?  James,  ''is  enuye  &  strif 

wher0  sich  a  veyn  religion  regno];."     But  J^e  rewele  of  clone 

religioun  haue]?  eyft  condiciouns  }at  iames  telli]».     **  ffirst  it  is  James  lu.  [ir.i 

chast,  pesible,  te^iperat,  tretable ;  ^  assentyng  to  goode  Hngt's,  tions  of  the  rule 

of  pure  religion 

]?^-wi]7  ful  of  mwcy,  ful  of  goode  fruytts,  &  iugi]?  wif-oute 

feynyng."    Juge  wise  men  whej7tfr  J^ise  eyjte  be»  kept  i»  J^e  J9*J®p*  ^^  ^^ 

ordHs  of  freris.    Bodiliche  chastite  is  ofte  broken,  but  ofter^ 

chastite  of  soule ;  flreris  fijten  in  mong  hem  silf,  &  helpen  to 

fl^te  a^en  reeaumtM;  ffrerts  hauen  a  newe  man^  in  alle  )e 

dedis  ]?at  ]?ei  don  heer^,  but  ^e  old  man^  was  ful  good  yat 

crist  jaf  to  hise  disciplis.     pe  apox^lis  weren  so  tretable,  ]7at  ApoeUee     were 

jif  men  taujten  hem  a  bet^re  ordr^  or  ^at  oujt  of  her*  bileeue 

"were  fals,  }ei  wolden  sone  assente  to  treu]^e;   but  Jis  ^ing 

my^te  not  be,  for  stablenesse  of  her^  patroun.     ffreris  mai  be 

pleynliche  oonuict  bojre  of  herd  ordr^  &  heer«  treuj^e,  &  ^it 

heer^  pride  letti]?  hen»  to  assente '  to  J'is  treu]7e,  bo]^e  of  herd 

ordrts  &  heerd  opiniouns;  but  hei  seken  roannes  help  &  fals  Friaw  Btrire  to 

r  '  r  r  prevent  the  truth 

dilayes  to  lette  knowyng  of  treujye,  &  )^us  )ei  consenten  not  to  being  known. 

good,  but  hi  heerd  power  striuen  a^en  it.     And  when  }ei 

spoylen  pord  men,  J^ei  ben  not  ful  of  m^rcy,  but  louen  betdre 

stones  of  heerd  housis  ]>en  pord  men  or  op&re  frerts.     Hem 

wanti]^   good  fruyt,   when  ]7ei  purse  wen   trewe  prdstts  hi 

gabbyngis  &  bi  gylis  for  }ei  prdchen  freliche  ^e  gospel. 

fflateryng  fat  yise  men  vsen  telli)^  )at  J^ei  iugen  not  wi]7-outen 

feynyng.     pis  is  J^e  yeyn  religioun  ^at  James  speki];  of;  **  for  This  le  the  Tain 

who  eudre  wene]?  J^at  he  be  religiose,  &  reirene]?  not  his  James  speaks. 

tunge,  but  deceyne]?  his  herte,  j^is  mannes  religion  is  veyn." 

pise  freris  ben  doumbe  in  many  plaoiis  when  *]7ei  shulde  speke  •rp.  86  ms.] 

to  heerd  brethdren  of  ]?e  treu]?e  of  goddts  lawe  &  o^^ere  weyes  dumb  when  thej 

J^at  helpen  to  vdrtnes ;  but  when  }ei  comen  out  of  J^is  prisoun 

1  tretatable  MS.  >  aasento  MS. 
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but  nady  to  teU  J'ei  ben  dilauy  in  heera  tungts  in  gabbyngts  &  otb^  iapis  J^at 

Bounen  not  to  charite  :  Juge  men  whe^er  ony  freris  ben  Biche 

[jamopiLo.]      }at  bauen  Bich  veyn  religion.     James  telli]?  aftir  bi  cristfB 

Friars  are  ac-    rewele  hat  men  sbulden  not  accepte  p^sones ;  but  men  seyen 

centers  of  par-  n      •      ^  /•         •!• 

sons.  ^at  frens  don,  boj^e  of  herd  brejy^ren  &  o]^er  men,  for  ^ii  a 

frere  be  a  maist^  or  a  ricbe  frer^  in  mong  hise  brejy^ren,  he 

shal  be  loutid  &  worahipid  mora  }en  cristis  lawe  tecbi]?;  & 

}U8  frertB  worshipen  seculer  lordis,  to  gete  worldlicbe  help  of 

GSdTsU??*butdJ  ^^^-    *  f^  ^'■^^^  speken  bi  godd»s  lawe,  but  >ei  don  euen  >e 

thereTorse;       reuers,  as  orist  Bei]?  of  Pharisees,  fat  fei  seyen  but  ]7ei  don 

ooTettobe        not.     pus  freris  reden  in  goddf's  lawe,  ^at  J^ei  shal  not  be 

makid  maystris,  &  Jyis  J^ei  coueyten  wi]?  }e  synne,  wherford 

jamee  T.  [1-8.]    ^{3  maystirship  is  forfendid.     &  }u8  iames  forbedi]?  cristen 

men  to  be  riche  hera,  for  rust  &  wormes  destrien  heer^ 

richesse,  &  ^at  doi]?  harm  to  ]7e  comunes ;  but  )it  Jyise  freris 

£hM  ^**^  ^^    gederen  monee  &  o^er  goodw  to  hem  self,  &  ben  propr^  in 

heertf  bauyng  a^en  ]7e  rewle  of  charite,  &  but  ^if  Jdse  wordis  of 

iames  don  for  J^ise  ordris,  I  am  certeyn  ^at  non  word  of  iames 

approue]?  J^ise  newe  religions. 

Capitulum  5~' 

Se  we  ou^  J^is  what  iude  sei]?  of  apostataes  of  ]7ise  ordris,  hou 

]7ei  weren  first  punyshid  of  god  i  n  tyme  of  ]7e  old  lawe.  for  cristtis 

religioun  lasti]?  eu^,  boj^e  to  ]?e  dai  of  dom  &  aftir,  &  alle  Jdse 

Jttde  12.  newe  religiouns  moten  haue  ende  ]^enne  or  bifortf .   Jude  sei]?  J^at 

J^ise  apostataas  ben  in  heer^  metis  filjyis,  ]7at  feeden  men  wi]7-0Qte 

nSaTthey'iii^e  ^®^®>  feedynge  hew  self;  &  \ui  freris,  for  heerd  metw  \at  J?ei 

their^wSSs  wiS  ^*^®^  of  lordis&bishopis,  feeden  heer^  souHs  ajen  bi  fablis,  &  ben 

ThShaWta  can-  ^-boute  to  hyde  heertf  synnes,  but  certfs  largenesse  of  heer^  abitts 

^idetinsfirom  j^y^jj,  ^^^  gynnes  fro  god,    J?ei  mai  blynde  men  for  a  tyme  bi 

herd  feyned  absolucions,  but  whenne  men  shal  rekene  bifore  orist 

S*'  ^^wilbe  ^^  ^*^  ^^  ^^  ^^  iugement,  J^er*  J^ise  habitis  shal  be  a  weye, 

J7*t  dir*^**^*"  *]'^  rewelis  &  )>ise  religiouns,  &  religion  of  cristts  lawe  shal 

shyne  ]7en-ne  for  kepyng  ^er-oi;  for  ypocritis  shal  be  depperst 

dampned  of  alle  ]»e  fendis  J?at  shal  be  in  helle.    Jude  sej]? 
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aftir,  yat  yise  men  ben  cloudis  wi]7-oute  watir,  }at  ben  boren  cioodt  without 

abonte    wi}    wyndis;    &   Jds   a-cordij?  to  fals   prtfstisy    for 

pbiloBophris  sejn  bi  resoun  }at  it  is  eir  of  pestilence  wben  it  pestilential, 

Bemey  to  reyne  &  reyne]?  not,  as  it  falli]?  bi  sicbe  doudts,  for 

]?ei  letten  ^e  li^t  of  beuene  &  temperen  not  J^e  er]?e  bi  teyn. 

&  yus  it  falli]?  gostliche  bi  men  J?«t  shulden  pr^ohe  goddis  »J«^  "•">«»  t^*t 

lawe,  &  letten  to  tecbe  J^is  lawe,  &  occupien  sicbe  pr^latis  "^  *®  "«'• 

state  bi  gabbyng  &  fEigyngis,  &  not  bi  reyn  of  goddis  word ; 

&  J^is  is  a  pmlose  tyme  of  pestilence  of  mannes  soule.    Jude 

sei]?  aftir  ]?at  J^ise  ben  heruest  trees  wij^oute  fruy t,  twyes  Trees  without 

deed,  &  ]7e  rootis  ben  drawen  np ;  &  ]nM  }ei  ben  bydons  trees. 

pis  word  sbulde  be  dred  of  pr^latts,  si]?  }ei  ben  trees  in  yis 

world ;  &  ^ei  sbulden  ber«  gostliche  fruyt  as  don  o^er  trees  in  Jjoj  ""SeS*^  no 

beruest,  bnt  J>ei  ben  wi)?oute  frayt,  as  was  J^e  fyge  tree  J^ot  jJit^xS'rin 

orist  cttrsede,  for  ne^er  in  prdcbyng  ne  good  lyf  ]?ei  profiten  to 

]^  peplis  soule.     And  ]^tu  J^ei  ben  twyes  dede,  deed  body  & 

Boule,  deed  in  )ds  world  &  in  ]7e  o]?^,  deed  in  beertf  owen 

p^rsone,  deed  in  profityng  to  oj^er  men.     And  beer«  rootts  ben 

turned  np ;  for  here  lone  sbulde  be  bid,  &  bi  growyng  of  J^is 

roote  ]7ei  sbulden  profile  to  mennes  soulis ;  but  }i{  beer^  loue 

be  ficcbid  on  worldlicbe  J^ingis  mor^  J^en  on  beuenlicbe  J^ingis, 

Je  rote  is  ttimed  up,  &  }ei  ben  drye,  wi]7oute  fruyt.    "Whefer 

^at  freris  or  o^ere  men  failen    }u8  in  beer^  office,  iude 

prophecyde  of  hem,  al  jif  ]7ey  weren  not  in  his  tyme ;  for  as 

petre  sei]?,  '*  cristis  apM^lis  haueden  cler^  spirit  to  prophecie,"  [2  Peter  i.  i9(?)] 

And  J^ise  men  ben  boren  aboute  bi  wyndis  of  vnstablenesse,  &  Borne  about  by 

heyhid  to  grete  statis,  now  her^  &  now  jTor^,  for  hem  wanii}  ^*^J*Jj  7^* 

fe  rote  of  loue  }ai  sbulde  be  piochid  in  goddis  lawe,  &  ^ 

wyndtM  mouen  not  Jdse  trees  to  growe  stableliche  in  }e 

chirche.    Jnde  sei>  afbir,  hat  Hse  ben  flodis  of  he  wood  see,  Floods    of   the 

ragbiff  sea  froth- 

hat  frol7en  heer^  owen  confucions.    *It  is  knowen  hat  holi  *[p.  87  ms.] 

^  ^  ^  ing   their    own 

chirche  is  a  ship  in  ^e  see,  &  J'ing  ^at  moost  noye]?  ]yis  ship  co&Aision; 

ben  felle  flodis  of  Jds  world ;  &  jif  freris  hauen  ]7ise  two,  noo 

drede,  god  yndirstood  hetn  her^,  &  pf  ]?ei  frozen  bi  irose  fisege 

ajen  men  }at  tellen  hem  trenj^e,  noo  drede  J^ei  frozen  heer«  J^t  are  an^ 

owen  confusion,  &  maken  heer^  malice  mor^  knowen.     &  but  teii theinttuUi.^ 
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}if  iude  spak  herd  of  freris  he  spak  in  noo  place  of  ^ise  sectts. 

Lord,  si]?  crist  &  hise  apo^^lis  spaken  aharpliche  ajens  mennes 

sjnnes,  &  ]yei  bidden  fat  we  slmlden  sewe  hem,  whi  shulden 

we  not  80  speke  afdr  ?    ^if  a  man  be  in  despeyer  of  malice  of 

fiB  wood  see  or  fat  men  shal  be  helpid  fro  it,  J^enne  is  it  noo 

Men  hope  by  wj  boote  hjm  to  spcke  ajen ;  but  men  hopen  bi  goddts  groce  wij» 

to"*  n**"  ie'»  ^^^  sharp  speche  &  trewe,  fat  somme  freris  shal  be  amendid, 

eyes.  ^  ^Q  peple  shal  knowe  hem  bet^re.    And  fus  eeif  Jude  aftir, 

Wandering  •tare,  y^t  fise  men  ben  enyng  sterns,  to  whom  fe  tempest  of 

derkenesse  is  kept  wijyonten  ende.     It  is  knowen  bi  philoso- 

Nature  of  comets,  phris  lat  fe  sterrd  herid  or  beerdid  errib  fro  heuene  in  his 

they  betoken        r  r       r  / 

pe^iUence:         mouyng,  &  bitokenej?  pestilence,  &  so  it  is  of  wickid  prestis 

priests.  j^^t  erren  fro  kepyng  of  goddis  lawe.     &  Jw«  jif  freri's  woleii 

excuse  hem  fat  iude  speki]?  not  of  hem,  ]7ei  moten  excuse  hem 

first  fat  J^ei  liuen  not  wickidliche,  for  eu^re  men  weren 

holden  bi  goddts  lawe  to  speke  a^en  goddis  adudrsaries.    And 

Enoch's  herfora  self  iude  aftir,  fat  ''enoo  fe  seuenbe  p^rsone  fro 

prophecy.  ,  , 

adam  prophecied  of  siche  wickid  men  :  lo,  god  come]?  in  hise 
]70U8ynd  seyntts  to  make  iugement  a^en  alle  wickid,  &  to 
reproue  alle  wickid  men  of  al  fe  werkis  of  heer^  wickidnesse 
in  whiche  ]7ei  diden  wickidliche;  &  of  alle  hard  J^yngis  bi 
whiche  wickid  men  han  spoken  a^en  god.' '    Men  moten  o^er 
denye  god,  or  seye  fat  fro  fe  bigynnyng  of  fe  world  it  was 
leueful  to  reproue  wickid  men.    Whi  shulden  not  men  reprone 
siche  freris  ?    si]?  god  ha]?  ordeyned  many  ]?ousynd  to  mayn- 
^meu*^jud?8  *®^®  ^^®  causc  ajcn  fe  fend.     And  herfore  sejf  iude  aftir, 
marmnm.'ete  ^©u  men  shal  knowe  siche  pseudoes.     '*J?ise  ben  gruccheris, 
fill  of  pleynt,  wandringe  oftir  heer^  desyris,  &  herd  mou) 
•[p.  87&M8.]     speki]?  pride,  makinge  *per8ones  wondirful  bi  cause  of  her^ 
wynnyng."     Jif  freris  ben  not  spoken  of  herd  ]?ei  moten  line 
Their  bejgng  is  j^us  iustliche,  fot  J?ei  grucche  not  ajen  herd  pou^rte  bi  )« 
poverty.  criyng  of  her^  beggyngis.    And  jif  alle  heer*  clo]?is  telle»  to 

men  fat  ]?ei  ben  needi  beggers,  &  ]?ei  wolen  take  of  por«  ft 
riche  al  man^  of  godi's  fat  ]?ei  mai  gete,  ]?enne  ^i  ben  Ms 
They   wander    &  ful  of  playnt  of  fe  pou^te  fat  ]?ei  han  chosen.    And  ;if 

after  their  own  ^^^  •    i 

lusts.  freris  aft^  ]»i8  feyned  pou^rte  wandren  in  reumes  aftir  neri 
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lustis,  &  chesen  to  ete  wi)?  riche  men  whew  ^ei  may  faw 

lustfdlliche,  &  haue  heertf  daliaunce  wi]?  wjmmen  for  her^ 

leccberose  lyaes ;  who  dredi]?  ^at  god  ne  spak  hew  hi  iude  of 

yiBe  freris  ?    And  ^if  ^ei  speken  proudliche  to  men  of  heew  They  spea 

ordris  &  of  her^  p^rsones ;  hou  ^ei  passen  o^ere  ordris  &  op&r  aeWn  and  their 

p^rsones  bifow  hem  in  holynesse  &  in  witt;    &  ]^U9  glosen 

p^rsones  wondirfal,  bo]7e  of  heew  ordris  &  wij'-oute,  bi  canae 

of  heew  wynnyng,  who  dredi]?  }at  god  ne  spak  hew  of  siche 

freris  }at  don  ^us  ?    And  iude  moue]?  cristen  men  aftir  to  be 

war  &  reproue  siche  men:  "But  |ee,  ful  der^  hre^eren,  haue 

mynde  of  }e  wordis  ]7«t  weren  seyd  byfor^  of  J^e  apo«rtis  of 

ourtf  lord  ihMu  crist,  }at  ban  seyd  to  ^ou,  }at  in  ^e  laste  tymes 

ahal  come  gilours  wandring  aftir  beer^  desyris,  not  in  good 

religion,     pise  ben  J^ei  J^at  departen  hem  silf  bestial,  &  hauen 

not  ]?e  holy  goost."    Juge  men  whejyer  freris  ben  siche ;  &  ^^Ss^^*'^^  ** 

certis  J^enne  god  spak  ber^  of  hem,  for  god  woot  al  J»ing  ]7at  is  ^^"JSrdaSgeil 

to  come,  &  wamej?  bis  chirche  of  pmlis  of  it.     ^if  J^ise  freris  *°  ^^^* 

hen  gylours  bo]?e  of  men  &  of  children,  bi  }e  holynesse  ]7at 

^ei  biheeten  to  robbe  men  of  heer«  goodis,  &  wandren  in 

cuntrees  aftir  heer^  desyris,  to  placis  &  p^sones  whera  J^ei 

hopen  to  far^  aftir  lustis  of  heer«  flesh,  J^enne  god  spak  beer^ 

of  freris.     And  jif  freris  departen  heerd  duellyng  fro  oj^tfre 

men,  bojye  lend  &  lewid,  &  wandren  not  as  crist  or  bise 

apo«^s,  mora  to  edifie  ]?e  peple  }en  for  lust  or  worldliche 

wynnyng,  J^enne  god  spak  ber^  of  hew.     Hue  )e  frerts  bi 

goddis  lawe  &  teche  ]?ei  men  ]^at  ^ei  ben  not  siohe. 

Capitulum  6*"- 

*  Jon  euatmgelist  spak  sharpliche  oi\\&  mature,  bo]7e  in  epistel  *[p.  88  m  s.] 
of  his  wisdom  &  in  his  book  of  priuetees ;  but  for  he  speki];  \exe  John     in     his 
mystiliche,  &  fewe  wolen  ^xe  approue  his  sentence,^  Jy^rfor^  leue 
we  ]?is  book,  &  speke  we  a  word  of  hise  epistlis.    Ion  sei]?  in  bis 
book  hou  alle  men  shulden  kepe  charite,  &  so  men  shulden 

>  seteace  MS. 
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Men  fhooid  lore  loue  J^iogts  aftir  J^ot  ^ei  ben  goode.  £at  herd  Jyenken  somme 
toth&fll^neBal  )at  frens  fallen  openliche,  for  bi  grannte  of  hem  self  o]^&re 
but  they  lore  ac-  oidris  ben  bet^TO  hen  heeren,  &  at  tei  louen  mow  hew  owen 

cording    to    the  '^  f        7      I 

order.  j,e«  ]7ei  do»  fe  hetdre  ordris.     as  jif  men  askeden  of  Jyise  four^ 

sectf 8  whe}er  alle  ]7ise  ordris  ben  euene  goode,  ^ei  wolen  aeye 
anon:  ^'nay,  bnt  oon  is  beWe  ^en  an  o]?^; "  &  ^us  bi  herd 
owen  speche  ^ej  tellen  ^at  }ej  leuen  ]7e  bet^e  and  lonen 
p^rsones  of  hertf  ordr«  not  euene  aftir  }at  ^ei  ben  goode,  &  so 
]7is  diuision  of  freris  bi  fiae  ordris  J?at  ben  not  groundid  maki)r 
a  priaee  enuye  and  pntti]?  out  loue  of  god;  but  c^tis  ]7enne  }ei 

[1]  jobniii.  [15.]  ben  mansleers  &  of  ]7e  fendis  religion,  for  ion  sei]?  J^at  ilche 
man  ]7at  hati]?  his  bro]?^  is  mansleer.  &  "pus  it  seme]?  of 
heertf  lyues,  ^at  many  of  hem  ben  irreguler ;  &  ]?««  in  trauel 

wbenthej        of  Mso  freris,  When  bei  wandren  aboute  to  pr^che,  it  semeb 

preach  they  show         /  »  /  r  9  r 

love  for  worldly  ^at  }ei  louen  mortf  worldliche  goodis  J»en  heelfe  of  soulis  ]7tft 

J^ei  Tisiten ;  &  who  dredi]?  ^at  siche  ordris  ne  ben  brou^t  in  bi 

PSoif^r*^  b°t  ^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  leuen  to  proue  bi  goddis  lawe  heyjnesse  of  ymgis 

buii?^""   "^^  ^^  f®^  prtfysen  so;  but  bi  talis. bynej?e  bileene,  &  hi  bull  of 

}e  pope  }ei  prouen  hey^nesse  of  heer«  patroun  &  holynesse  of 

[1]  John  li.  [18.]  hertf  ordr«.     &  fu8  sei]?  ion  soj^eliche  }at  ]7er  ben  now  many 

makid  anticristis ;  for  alle  J^ise  men  J?at  ben  a^en  crist  in  her^ 

loue,  ^i  louen  not  moost  crist  of  alle  J^ingis  ]^at  ben.     but 

J^ise  men  louedon  mortf  crist,  jif  J?ei  haueden  oonliche  crist 

hertf  patroun;    for  vnordynel  love  of  her^  patroun  departi]? 

hem  fro  hool  loue  of  crist ;   &  }f4s  ]7ei  hauen  not  god  her^ 

fadir,  but  somme  patroun  byne]ye   god ;    &  ]?enne  J^ei  ben 

[1  John  iT.  3.]     anticristis  and  fendis  children,  as  ion  sej}.     &  yut  sei^  ion, 

•  [p.  886  M&]     ^at  ilche  spirit  J^at  lousi]?  ih^u  is  not  of  god  *but  an^rist,  & 

}u8  }er  ben  pseudo-proph^ds  now  in  J^is  laste  hour  broujt  in. 

Various  ways  of  Men  may  louse  ih^u  crist  on  many  manures  a^ens  god,  as  he 

Christ.  )>at  trowi]?  not  of  crist  J?at  he  is  bo]7e  god  &  man,  but  trowi]? 

J?e  oon  not  J^e  oth^,  lousi]^  crist  a^en  bileue.     and  Jyise  men 

lousen  crist  "pat  maken  hise  membris  heer^  special  patrouns,  & 

leuen  to  haue  crist  oonliche  heera  patroun,  werbi  pei  louen 

lasse  crist.     &  yioe  men  lousen  crist  J^at,  bi  beer^  pr^chyng  or 

heera  lif,  maken  }at  crist  is  vnstableliche  in  mennes  hertis 
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whew  he  was  bifor^.     &  bobe  fireris  and  o  W  prdstis  lousen  Priars  and  other 

^  '  prietU  do  thii. 

orist  on  many  manures,  &  ^us  men  hauen  of  holy  writ  )^e 

names  ^at  ]^i  patten  oon  freris.     Ion  telli]?  in  his  seconde 

epistle  hon  men  slinlden  leue  siche  an^^cristis,  &  not  receyne 

hem  in-to  been  bonsis  ne  greete  hem  in  }e  weie ;  &  in  mong 

alle  ]7e  remedies  ^at  god  spak  a^en  siche  men,  ]^is  is  a  special 

remedie  of  god,  to  which  ilche  man  is  holdon.    for  ion  sei]?  3Joiiii[ii.] 

]7at  wbtft  man  sei]?  heyl  to  siche  an^cristis  shal  haue  part  of 

heertf  werkis  for  assent  hat  he  uueb.    &  meche  mor«  uf  a  man  a  supporter  of 

,    ,  M  e       M  €  Antichrist    is   a 

nonsshe  hem  wi]^  bise  goodis,  or  defende  hem  in  worde  &  traitor  to  Christ. 

dede,  for  ]?enne  he  defendi]?  cristts  enmyes ;  &  certi's  hi  lawe 

}?at  men.vsen  ^enne  he  is  traitour  to  crist;   &  ]7is  p^le 

shulden  men  flee  mor^  ^en  p^rele  of  manues  lawe.     &  berfor^ 

biddi]?  ion  J>at  "men  shulden  assaye  siche  prtaee  men,  "wheper  i  John  It.  [i.] 

I^ei  ben  on  goddts  side,"  for  mony  siche  ben  an^^cristts.     &  bi 

certeyn  rewele  of  ion,  jif  ony  siche  louse  crist,  he  is  }at  ilke 

}at  men  shulden  fle,  boj^e  in  speche  &  in  lyf.     &  Jhm  jif  it 

wertf  wel  studied  ou^,  mony  of  pise  newe  ordris  shulden  be 

yus  fled  as  an/tfcristfs  for  diaision  J^at  }ei  maken ;  &  ]?us  bi  Thw  ^*^^^J* 

alle  J^e  autours  pat  ben  in  J^e  newe  lawe  men  shulden  speke  Jj^ti^^^^^^ 

J>U8  ajen  ireris,  when  J^ei  don  pu8  ajen  crist.    &  it  werd  al  oon  ^'**"- 

to  men  to  lette  pis  in  word  or  dede  &  to  destrie  bileeue  pat 

god  hap  jiuen  in  pe  newe  lawe.    but  as  it  is  seyd  bifore  men 

shulden  kepe  hem  in  goddts  boundis  &  kepe  treu]7e  &  good 

entent ;    &  pus  for  charite  of  pe  chirche  &  of  frerts  speke  J^ise 

wordts;  *&  certts  ^ise  wordis  ben  sojye,  &  ilche  man  shulde  *[p- 89  ms.] 

graunte  hem.     But  oon  errour  is  in  Ms  mature  when  freris  Ftiars  attribote 

had  intentions  to 

continuen  in  heere  synne,  &  iugen  to  what  entent  oper  men  their  reproTers. 

seien  J^ise  treujyis  to  hem.     But  herd  piBe  wordts  ben  suspect 

for  many  resouns  of  goddis  lawe.     It  is  propr^  to  god  to  iuge  ood  is  the  judge 

of  intent. 

entent  pat  man  haue]^ ;  what  fendts  ben  ]^i  pat  taken  on  hem 
to  what  entent  a  man  speki]?.  Gerttis  alle  pe  fendis  in  belle 
kunnen  not  see  a  mannes  entent,  &  men  shulden  not  in  pia 
bye  hem  aboue  fendts  but  ^if  god  hadde  beden  hem  ]7is.  & 
]?us  men  shewen  hem  nakid  of  resoun ;  when  pat  noon  of  hem 
kan  proue  ]?at  piB  sentence  pat  men  seyen  is  fals  bi  goddts 
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Thefrianareiike  lawe,  but  trewe  &  sewynee  of  bileue,  bey  ahewen  ferrer^  hou 

the  PhariMes  .  ..,.  . 

y&i  ben  disciplia  of  fals  pharisees,  J^e  vhiche  haaeden  ^is 

man^  when  }ei  my^ten  not  denye  cristts  dedfs,  }at  ]7ei  ne 

weren  goode  in  hem  self  &  ful  of  myraclis  &  grace  of  god,  J^ei 

who  spoke  ui  of  depraueden  be  maner  of  doyng,  &  hue  crist  in  hise  dedis.    pei 

Chpl»t*»  works;         ^  ^  j    w       t  t 

seyden  som  tyme  ]7at  crist  was  not  on  goddts  syde,  but  wi]^  J^e 
beMose  J»^«J>«>ke  fend,  for  he  kepte  not  his  haliday  in  doyng  of  siche  myraclia. 
Oth^re  seyden  \a^,  crist  dide  ]7ise  wondris  in  ]^  tMu  of 
beelzebub.  &  ]^us  ]7ei  casteden  to  deproue  crist  when  \&. 
my^ten  not  forsake  J^e  treuj^e ;  &  J'us  ^i  shewen  hem  luciferis 
children  )?at  wolen  not  amende  hem  self,  but  studien  hou  ^i 
may  depraue  men  ]^at  tellen  hem  treu]^  to  her^  good. 

Capitulum  7*"' 

ThedeTU'sciergT     Bvt  here  grucchen  ]7e  fend«s  clerkis  ^at  ]?U8  accusen  men, 

oDrseireT*  eyen  &  seyn  "pat  }ei  ben  dene  of  ]7is.  But  we  ben  coupable  in  ]»i8 
^^  synne;  for  we  maken  vs  eueae  wi]?  crist,  &  trowen  our^  wordis 

whUewearesin-  as  we  weren  god,  &  forsaken  ]?at  we  erren  in  entent  as  seyntra 
in  heuene,  but  our^  dedis  &  our«  lif  shewen  openliohe  ^e  eon* 
trarie.    Here  we  graunten  mekeliche  ^at  in  ]»is  &  al  our^  lif 

We  acknowledge  her0  WO  crrcn  ofte  &  faylen  in  be  hey^nesse  of  charite,  &  her- 

our  i^lHi 

fors  we  weylen  herd  fat  we  synnen  }na  in  J^is  lif.  &  )?us  we 
•[p.  89»MS.]  wolen  not  be  euene  wi]7  crist,  but  trow  }at  *we  ben  hise 
bat  beUere  our-  synneful  s^uauntfs,  &  in  Y^rtvL  &  worschip  of  hym  we  seyen 

selves     Christ's  ,.,,,,,,.,„«.  .  ... 

senrants,  fe  trewpc  pat  he  hap  tau^t;  &  ofte  we  erren  m  entent  & 

and  what  we  saj  desyren  yeniaunce  in  rancour,  but  we  ben  war  bat  we  seyn 

profitable  to  the         "^  '  ^ 

Choreh.  go]?  &  profitable  to  cristts  chirche ;  &  when  fat  god  jiue]?  tb 

grace  we  leuen  errour  of  Jyis  entent,  &  witen  fat  we  shulden 
not  leue  her^  for  crepyng  in  of  siche  synnes,  eip  we  shulden 
synne  mor^  leuynge  to  speke  sharpliche  ]?is,  &yu8  hi  process 
of  tyme  we  trowen  }at  god  wole  denese  our^  entent,  &  ]7ub 
when  we  ben  in  qtdete  we  don  J^is  moost  for  goddis  worship,  & 
also  for  profit  of  his  chirche,  &  for  good  J?at  freris  mai  bane. 
Wei  we  witen  of  our^  bileeue  ^at  we  shulden  sewe  cnsti  but 
he  reprouede  men  sharpliche  ]?at  diden  J^us  a^en  god^   whi 
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shulden  not  we  do  bo,  si]?  we  graunten  ys  cristis  disciplis  ? 

Petre  ^af  consel  to  orist  hat  he  shulde  not  l^us  BuSrs  deeK  as  ifatzTi.  [22,2s.] 

'  '^  *  ^'        Christ's  example. 

enst  tolde  bifora  \at  he  wolde ;  but  crist  seyde  a^en  to  petr^, 

iQ\  charite  \at  he  hauede  to  hym:  ''Go  bihynde  me,  Sathanas; 

for  ]7ou  sauerist  not  \e  treuj^e  of  god."     Her«  may  we  see 

openliche  hou  crist  lettede  not  for  loue  of  petre  to  reproue  Christ  reprored 

hym  sharpliche;  whi  may  not  men  do  so  to  freris,  jif  J^ei  loved'him.  ^ 

trespassen  mo»  openliche  &  to  mor^  harm  of  cristts  chirche. 

Also  we  may  see  in  ^ise  wordts  hou  we  ben  holden  to  sewe 

cristy  &  to  suffirtf  peynes  of  our^  body  for  mor^  good  of  our^ 

sonle,  & herfortf  bad  crist  petre  her^ :  ''  go  aftir  me  Sathanas." 

Men  ]?at  wolen  aboue  cristis  lor^  not  sewe  hytn  but  go  bifor^ 

ben  sathanas,  as  petr^  was,  but  crist  reprouede  J?is  in  petre.  Matt  tu.  [15.] 

also  crist  telli]?  \ai  "men  shulden  fle  fro  fals  prophetts,"  &  tellij?  Chrut's  warning 

two  Mmdicions  bi  whiche  men  shulden  knowe  hem ;  Hirst ''  ]7ei  phets. 

oomen  in  clo]7is  of  sheep,"  for  ypocritis  bigilen  men  bi  ]7is. 

Aftir  "  ]7ei  ben  wolues  of  raueyn,"  .si]?  for  worldliche  goodis  ]7ei 

feynen  holynesse.     &  crist  sey]?  aftir  hou  men  shal  knowe 

hem  bi  \e  fruytis  ]7at  comen  of  hem.    ^if  freris  shewen  bi 

her«  dedts  \at  ]?ei  ben  siohe  fals  prophetts,  *&  cristis  chirche  •[p.ooMS.] 

be  harmed  by  hem,  whi  shulden  not  men  teche  her«  gylis  ? 

bo]?e  for  loue  of  cristen  men,  &  for  loue  of  ]7e  freris ;  si]?  crist 

biddi]?,  ^at  "  )if  ]?in  broths  synne]'  in  ]7ee,  \oxi.  shalt  snybbe 

hym."     Oth^e  we  moten  forsake  crist,  or  telle  her^  sharpliche  Matt.  zTiii.  [is.] 

as  he  ha^  taujt.     &  ]?««  we  reden  ]7at  crist  aftir  J^at  he  was  chrUt's '  reproof 

risen  fro  deed  reprouede  sharpliche  hise  disciplis  for  her^  Enuutns.  ^^^ 

defaute  in  bileeue :  *'  0  foolis,  &  slow  to  trowe  in  ]7ingt8  ]7at  LukexxiT.  [25.] 

prophetis  ban  seyd  ofte."    Lord,  si]^  crist  reprouede  J^us  hise 

diBoipHs  for  loue  of  hem,  and  depede  hem  foolis  &  slow  to 

trowe,  why  may  not  men  bi  lor^  of  crist  reproue  moro  foolis 

for  mor«  p^rile?  &  \ib  men  shulden  do  sharpliche,  for  softe 

wordts  mouen  not  J^ise  men.    And  marc  telli]?  \at  crist  spak  Mark  ui.  [21.] 

80  sharpliche  ]?at  somme  of  hise  disciplis  seyden  \ai  crist  bi 

hise  dedis  was  turned  in-to  woodnesse,  &  \u9  many  men  for 

sich  8low]7e  of  sharp  reprouyng  synnen  meche,  for  sharp  useftOnees  of 

wordis  by  ten  ofte  wher^  soft  speche  shulde  not  moue ;  &  ]»U8  *       ^ 
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1  SAin.  iii.  18.  men  sejen  ^at  helj  J^e  heyj  prrat  was  dampned,  for  he  re- 
proued  hise  sones  but  to  softliche  &  slowliohe;  &  in  ^is 
synnen  mony  me»,  &  herfow  freris  Bhulden  loke  whe]7#r  Jei 
ben  coupable  in  ^\b  synne,  &  amende  hem  sone  ^erof,  &  ioge 

JohnTii.  [M.]  not  by  fiicis  of  men,  for  crist  biddi]?:  "Ne  wole  jee  iuge 
aftir  J?e  face,  but  iuge  jee  iust  iugement  of  J'ingiis  "pat  jee 

Isaiah  Ti.  [5.]     knowon  wel."     &  herfow  sei)?  ysaie :  "  Wo  is  me  for  I  heelde 

[Ezekiei  iii.  18.]  myn  pees."  and  god  BeyJ^  to  ezechiel,  '^  si]?  he  ha]?  ^iuen  hym 
offys  &  wit,  but  ^if  he  telle  men  p^il  &  synue  he  shal  be 
dampned  for  ^is  synne."  &  ^is  moue]?  somme  men ;  si]?  god  ^ 
jiuen  hem  witt  &  power,  lest  ]?ey  disusen  )ifb  of  god,  yei  vsen 

1  Cor.  ix.  [16.]  it  when  nede  is ;  &  ]?U8  sei]?  poul :  "  Wo  is  me  jif  i  pr^she 
not,"  &  telle  }e  peple  heer^  synnes.  &  herford  god  biddi]?  his 
prophete  to  telle  his  peple  heer«  foule  synnes.     &  ^  sei^ 

T7tii8  8<*.  [should  poul  to  tite,  ]?e  bisshop,  ''reproue  ]?ou  wi]?  al  comaundement," 

2Tim.iV.  [SL]     &  poul  biddi]?  tymothe  to  reproue,  to  preie  &  to  blame,  *but 

•[p.  906  MS.]  couenabliche  &  wi]?oute  ceesyng.  poul  biddi]?  hym  reproue 
men,  &  ]^us  men  shulden  not  blame  herfor^,  but  ;if  ^ei 
fordiden  goddis  lawe,  &  excuseden  men  at  domes  day  of  reprof 
]?at  god  wole  ^iue ;  but  ]?is  blasfemye  dar  not  freris  seye ;  & 

Two  sects-  herfor  men  wolen  trowe  goddis  lawe.  Tuo  sectts  }er  ben,  & 
]?e  oon  reproue]?  synne  hardliche,  &  ]?is  secte  approue]?  crist  in 
word  &  dede ;  ]?e  o}ere  seote  hidi]?  *  synne  as  an^acnst  &  hise 

Theflrst, Christ's,  derkis.  &  uoo  dredc  ]?e  firste  secte  is  cHstis  lore,  &  ]?e  o]?^  ^e 
fendf  s ;  &  for  }e  firste  secte  deyede  crist  &  bi  hym  alle  hise 
apo«^is,  &  yis  ]?ey  taujten  in  worde,  as  we  ban  told  ofte 

the  seoond,  that  bifortf.     pe  secounde  secte  bat  hydil?  synne  was  in  tyme  of 

hidesBin,i8latel7  ^  r  J     r     J  J 

reneived.  bo]?e  goddts  lawis,  but  now  it  is  late  renewelid  in  ]?e  tyme  of 

}ibe  newe  ordris;  but  noo  man  shulde  trowe  hem  her^,  as  noo 
man  shulde  be  frere  but  ^if  bi  impossible  god  tolde  man  )?at 

Hiding  sin  is  the  he  shulde  make  hym  a  frer« ;  &  lis  hidyng  is  clepid  pees 

peace  that  Christ  •'  '  f  .  ^    ^  ,,,f, 

came  not  to  send.  ]7at  crist  com  uot  to  seudc  in  er]?e,  but  to  depart  worldliche 

frendts  for  mora  loue  ]?at  men  shulden  haue  to  god.    &  ]?us 

Y*iS*?r'^bli!  ^^^  ™®^  shulden  leue  to  reproue  til  )»ei  weren  dene  wi]?-oute 

fore  reproving. 

^  ha>  probably  omitted.  *  biddeth  MS. 
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Bjnne,  ^ej  ahalden  nexnr  reproae  her^,  si]?  aposdia  weren  not 
wij^-outen  synne ;  bat  goddts  lawe  dampne]?  yiB,  ^at  men 
shulden  reproue  a  synne  &  wi]?  Jyis  synne  mor^  in  ]7e  synne 
^at  ]7ei  reprouen.  &  )u9  kepe  we  ts  firo  greete  synnes;  & 
speke  we  wyseliclie  a^en  open  synne;  &  who  }at  seyj?  a^en  ]?i8, 
he  is  on  ^e  fendis  syde.    hon  sharpliche  hat  men  sholden  God  must  teaeh 

us  how  to   re* 

speke  a^en  synne,  &  bi  what  ordr^,  god  mo  teche,  for  hid  prove.  . 
synne  j^ot  man  is  inne  letti]?  hym  ofte  to  knnne  ]ns  lora.  Wei 
I  woot  J?at  crist  &  baptist  reproneden  men  for  her^  synne  & 
clepeden  hem  kyndlyngis  of  eddris ;  &  god  woot  whe^er  men 
ben  now  worse,  lyue  we  wel,  &  triste  we  to  god  ^at  he  wole 
}ivLe  vs  ^oncel  in  ]7is,  &  hane  we  en^re  onre  hertis  to  hym,  and 
comnne  entent  to  plese  hym ! 

Capilulum  S*"* 

It  were  to  wite  ouer  \q  falshede  of  euidencis  \ai  ]7e  fend 
ha]?  brouht  in  to  loue  hise  newe  ordris.    al  ^if  loue  be  good 
}if  it  be  clene  in  crist,  jit  ynordinel  loue  groundid  in  falshed 
is  noyose  *to  men  for  many  enchesouna.     ^Sixe  euidencis  •rp.  oi  ms.] 
makyl?   l7e  fend  to  loue  l^us  hise  ordris.     ffirst  for  heer^siz      eTidencee 

.  why  these  ordMV 

habitf  s ;  \a\,  ]7ei  ben  passyngliche  holy,  her^  gurdlis  &  al  her^  should  be  lored : 

atier  \ai  falli]?  to  hem,  &  ilche  man  loue]^  kyndeliche  holy- 

nesse  of  his  bro]7ar.    But  her^  shulden  men  wite  \at  holynesse 

is  in  ]»e  soule  &  in  noon  bodiliche  ]ying  but  jif  hit  sprmge  fro 

^at,  &  }it  it  is  lytil  or  noujt  but  jif  it  be  groundid  in  treu]?e. 

But  men  ban  told  ofte  \q  cause  whi  \alt  siche  atieris  myjten 

profile.     Bo]7e  colours  &  figuris  ben  shapen  to  deceyue  ]?e 

folc,  to  suppose  \ai  ]?ei  ben  holy  ]7at  hauen  siche  signes  yn\' 

oute ;  but  crist  biddi]?  \alt  menniM  holynesse  be  hid  fro  siche 

sigues.    &  so  ]7e  ofiys  of  hem,  who  so  vndirstondi]^  hem  wel, 

is  to  shewe  heer^  ypocrisie  &  to  hyde  heer^  synnes  wi)>-inne 

for]?.      &    herfor^   sei]?   crist  of  pharisees  ]7at  **  ]?ei  ben  Matt.  xxiu.  [27.] 

blaunchid  sepulcris.''    lord,  what  helpi]?  wydnesse  of  habitts  use  of  wide 

of  J'ise  ordris  ?    it  seme]^  \ai  to  ]?ise  tuo  bi  cast  of  J^e  fend ; 

ffirst  to  make  hem  mor^  hidliche  to  breede  hem  grete  balyes,  ^ium^  ^^   ^ 
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for  many  of  siche  ordris  hauen  heere  balyes  for  heer^  god. 

and  to  waste  pQ  secunde  cauBO  of  J^is  wydnesse  is  wastyng  of  goddia  good ; 
for  alle  goodts  of  J^is  world  ben  goodis  of  god  }e  cheef  lord, 
&  he  )iue]^  hem  to  bise  por^  men  ]^at  Mraen  hytn  treweliche. 
&  so  ilche  ]?reed  of  siche  clojyis  J^ot  ben  tuo  wast  &  too 
costliche  beri)?  wi}  hjm  a  wrong  boj^e  to  god  &  man,  & 
specialliche  when  J^ise  cloj^is  ben  too  riche  &  costliche.  ^if 
J'ise  dojTis  ben  garde  &  mor^  large  in  widnesse,  ^ei  beren  on 
hem  mora  synne,  for  more  ypocnsie  in  hem.     And  knottts  ^at 

'wYw^toThw^  bitokenen  penaunce  hongynge  bifor*  fro  ]?e  bodi  ben  signes  of 

crisy.  ypocrisio  &  noon  o]?^  holynesse;   &  ^  widnesse  of  siche 

doJ^is  is  an  herd  to  hyde  synnes,  as  gabbyngis  &  ypocrisie,  pf 
it  be  not  sup^ue.  &  trowyng  of  holynesse  of  hem  bryngi^ 
in  many  heresies,  ^at  ]nse  dojyis  ben  more  hooly  ]7en  weren 
^  cloj^is  of  crist.  Si]?  pilat  myjte  haue  be  dampned  al 
;if  he  hadde  dyed  in  cristis  clojyis.     &  ^us  J^ise  habitiis  of 

•[p.  9\b  MS.]  }e  newe  ordris  bleren  J^e  eyen  of  ]»e  peple  &  *hyden  heer^ 
priuey  robberye,  &  o}er  good  don  ]?ei  but  l3rtel ;  but  ^if  }ei 
yerifyen  iudis  wordis,  ^at  siche  ben  trees  turned  vpsodoun, 
for  roote  &  inward  of  hem  ben  shewid  wij'-oute  to  ]»e  world, 
and  falsnesse  of  her^  entent  is  hid  fro  men  hi  ]7is  tumyng. 
it  shulde  be  knowen  to  cristen  men  )?at  alle  siche  sensible 
signes  ben  not  signes  of  hoolynesse,  but  }if  }ei  maken  hooly- 

seoond  deedt  of  nesse  in  men.    ^  pe  secunde  decey te  of  ^  fend  bi  whiche  he 

tlio  fi6nd  I 

That  such  orders  bigylib  simple  men  stondib  in  Hs;   l^at  siche  ordris  lyuen 

abstain  fr<ww  sood 

meat.  scars  fro  good  mete,  &  so  scarsnesse  of  heer^  foode  telli]?  to 

men  ]70t  ]^i  ben  hooly.     But  her^  men  seyen  to  ^e  fend  ^at 

Tbey  do  not  au  ]nse  sigues  ben  ofte  false,  for  many  of  ]rise  newe  ordris  liuen 
lustfulliohe  in  heere  foode  &  'j^at  men  mai  see  wel  bi  growyng 
&  colour  of  here  body,    but  J^is  may  falle  ofbe  tymee  ^at 

some  hare  too  summe  breWcu  of  Hse  ordris  faylen  on^-meche  in  mete  & 

much  and  some 

tooutue.  drynk,  &  summe  ben  too  wel  fed  bi  vneuene  partyng  of  here 

goodts;  &  so  J^is  poynt  of  siche  ordris  stondi]^  in  J^ise  two 

Their  role  eon*    ]?ingts,  ]?at  whertf  rewele  of  apostlis  was  to  haue  alle  J^ingts 

Aposties';         in  comuue  &  be  partid  to  ilche  as  he  hauede  nede,  ]dse  ordris 

don  }e  cofUrane;  &  so  bi}  apM^lis  rewele  was  good,  spring- 
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3nDge  of  gooddts  wille,  J^is  rewele  mot  nede  be  euel  &  come  of  it  oomes  from 

lawe  of  lucifer.    J?e  secunde  fruyt  of  Jyis  delyng  atondi]?  in 

Jds  poynt,  fat  siclie  etyng  is  priuee  &  hid  fro  o^ere  brejy^ren, 

&  80  it  aski]?  priuee  housis  &  priuee  sluice  to  p^orme  it. 

&  ]7tM  when  holynesse  shulde  be  hid,  &  lustliche  foode  shulde 

be  ezilid,  J^is  delyng  doi]?  Jto  ^on^rarie  &  come]?  of  'pe  fend 

heertf  patroan.     &  ytu  J^ei  don  not  oonliche  in  J^is  partyng 

wrong  to  heertf  owen  brej^^en,  but  to  pora  men  wiJ?oute  Jyise  Ther  wrong  their 

ordris  whom  "pei  spoylen  of  heer^  goodts.     &  se,  when  crist  poor. 

biddit  hise  disciplis  to  ete  &  dryngke  pe  metis  }at  ben  in  Luke  x.  [7.] 

folc  pat  thei  comen  to,  Jyiee  ordeynen  }e  eontranQ^  \at  ]7ei 

haue  propre  foode  for  heer^  mou]?  palt  passi]?  ofte  \q  ^boundis  •[p.92MS.] 

of  resoun.     &  \u9  when  siche  ordris  ban  forsake  prop^rtee 

&  take  al  in  comune,  J^ei  a^en  heertf  owne  ordr^  hauen  heer^ 

properte  in  lust,  &  comunete  in  simple  foode  is  forbeden  hi 

here  ordr«,  &  poul  mene]?  to  tymothe  \c^  sich  is  blaafeme  [i  Tim.  it.  s.] 

abstinence.     ^  pe  J^ridde  deceyt  of  Jyise  ordris  is  pat  pei  passen  The  third  deceit 

obare  in  preyeris,  bobe  for  tyme  bei  pr^en  &  for  multitude  prayers  sorpaM 

,  ,  all  other  men'a. 

of  hem.     Who  shulde  not  bye  derd  siche  pr^yeris?  sij?  ^i 

bryngen  men  swiftliche  to  heuene;    &  oper  men  when  ]7ei 

slepen  on  ny^tis  hauen  of  hem  pr^eris  at  mydnyjt,  pat  crien 

devowteliche  on  god  bi  cler^  voys,  stif  &  clone.     Her^  men 

seyen  paX,  in  pUs  poynt  many  seculers  ben  deceyued,  for  Jrise 

ordris  witen  not  whe]?^  pat  p&L  shal  come  to  heuenoi  &  so  They  oannot  ten 

ifheper  pa^  heera  prions  profiten  to  hem  or  any  oj^^r  man.  go  to  heaven.^ 

hou  is  heer«  conscience  brent,  pdX  pei  dar  pxkB  sille  siche  to  seu  their 

pr^eris ;  &  algatis  tsip  it  is  proprid  to  god  to  parte  mmtts  ^v  "seand 

as  hym  liki]?,  &  noon  man  may  approue  hise  m^tts  but  as 

god  iugi]?  pat  it  is  wor]?! ;  &  pxxR  Jris  pr^er«  of  f  ise  ordris  is 

of  a  nest  of  blasfemye  &  chaffaryng  of  fendfs  preyer^  bi  J?e 

craft  of  symonye.    &  wher^  pA  maken  hem  a  rewele  to  ryse  Rule  of  riaingat 

reweleliche  at  mydnyjt,  ]7ei  passen  crist  &  david  &  pe  ordy-  * 

naunce  of  pQ  godhede  ^ ;  for  god  TndispodJ?  ofte  tymes  men  to  notaiwayapioflt- 

ryse  pm  at  mydny^t,  &  aski]^  of  hem  a  beUre  lif,  pai  J^ei 

^  goghede  MS. 
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putten  of  bi  heere  statute.     Crist  duelled  in  pr^ere  al  ]?e 

nj^ty  but  bi  hjm  silf  wi]K>ute  siche  couentis;    &  so  ]7i8e 

ordris  holden  not  cristis  rewele  ne]^er  in  tyme  ne  in  stdde, 

for  crist  pr^ede  wi)»oute  siche  criynge,  lyk  to  J^e  state  of 

innocence,  bi  hym  self  yndir  }e  cope  of  heuene.      Siche 

risyng  may  som  tyme  do  good  &  ofte  it  doi]?  yuel ;   &  J^us  to 

To  m^e  roiej  jiue  rewele  wij^oute  god  were  pr^umpcion  of  a  fend,  &  to 

iMt^ispresump-  make  a  rewele  J^us  to  crie  on  god  were  a  signe  of  blasfeme 

ri]  Kings  xTiU.  folye ;   as  who  seyde  bi  fe  proph^fls  word :    "  crye  jee  fast, 

for  pure  god  slepi]?,  or  ellis  he  is  in  som  priuee  place,  or 

•[p.  92*  MS.]      ellis  ocupied  wij>  oj^^e  men.*'     *We  graunten  fat  criyng 

profitij?  som  tyme,  but  not  to  make  ]^us  rewele  ]?er-of.     hit 

is  knowen  to  men  of  resoon  fat  many  signes  ben  nakid  to 

moue  men  J^at  pr^eris  of  Jyise  ordris  ben  bet^e  fen  ofer 

ThtoTw  and  rob- comune  lyues ;   for  fastyng  comej?  ofte  in  robberis,  bo)?e  in 

watch  more  than  vatir  &  in  lond,  meche  mor^  ben  ordris  taken,  but  biddyng 

these  ordera.  '  '  '  . 

of  god  fayli]?  hem  bo]?e;  &  wakyng  at  mydnyjt  iaUiy  to 
feues  ]^at  robben  men ;  &  }if  yise  outlawis  passen  ]7is  rewele, 
it  is  for  fei  robben  men  priueliche,  &  herfore  }ej  feynen 

^h^vS^^^t^^  ^^^^  causis  wherby  heer^  pr^ere  is  so  good,     ^pe  fourj^e 

company,  cause  in  ordrtf  is  holynesse  of  her^  compaynye ;   &  as  many 

men  drawen  a  ship  or  don  an  o]?^  dede  of  strengj^e  wher^ 
fewer^  shulden  not  do  J^is  dede,  so  it  is  in  craft  of  pr^ng; 

and  force  of  many  men  when  ]?ey  ben  gederid  pr«yen  mor*  plesingliche 
to  god  J^en  wen  J?ei  ben  scaterid  in  twynny,  or  fewe  to 
praye  god  herfore.     &  J^is  fei  prouen  bi  mannes  custom; 

Example  from  when  a  peple  wole  pr^e  a  lord,  ]^ei  gederen  hem  hool  to- 
gidertf,  &  pr^en^  mekeliche  &  wi]?  knelyng.     &  }w  men 


shapen  for  many  massis  to  brynge  a  soule  anoon  to  heuene*; 
who  wolde  not  procure  siche  helperis  to  pr^e  god  & 
shende  fe  fend.  But'  herd  cristen  men  ]7enken  J^at  ]7ise 
wordis  smacchen  ofte  falshede  &  blasfemye  a^en  god,  but 
The  oonTent  of  hou  Bulden  bei  conferme  pr^yer^  P    It  is  seyd  ofte  hou  bat  be 

Christ's  apostles  ^  ^     "^  ''  '       ^ 

™  t*^«^Jt  ^  couent  of  cristts  apo^^lis  passede  alle  of  ere  couentf  s  bo]7e  in 
cariot.  i  pr^em  MS.  '  heuenene  MS.  *  Bab  MS. 
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patroun  &  in  rewele,  &  ^it  oon  of  hem  was  Bcarioth ;  hou 
many  ecariothis  hen  in  ]7ise  coaentis  ?  &  felowship  of  siche 
pseudoes  lettib  ob&r  men  to  vreye,  for  hoa  shulde  "bat  man  a  man  cannot 

^  '      *  ^     ^    '  *  ^     pray  well  when 

pr^e  wel  J»at  ha]?  enuye  to  his  broj^^r  &  stondif  in  queer  wij  ne  stan^  next 

hym,  e^er  next  hym  or  a  syde?   si)?  siche  daliaunce  wole  ^^^o"*  he  hates. 

gregge  his  ir^,  &  vnable  hym  to  haue  ou^t  of  god.     &  ]»tM  ]7ei 

faren  ofte  as  do»  doggis  i»  a  poke ;   oon  drawi]?  forj?  an-o]?^  They  are  uiw 

a^en ;  but  hou  shulde  sich  drawyng  helpe  to  drawe  J^e  ship  of 

holy  chirche  hi  fisshis  )at  ben  J^us  deepe  in  watir  f    many  of 

hem   wolden  drawe  bet^e  jif  J^ei  stooden  hem  self  al  one. 

&  ]7is  blasfeme  lickenesse,  *]7at  comunes  pr^en  J^us  to  lord  is,  *[p.  98  ms.] 

telli]?  openliche  \\&  heresye  J^at  \\sie  newe  ordris  hauen  herd ; 

for  god  for  his  gr^ttnesse  is  in  ilohe  place  of  J^is  world,  &  ^,^^4  hePj 

redy  to  helpe  men  sooner^  in  what  place  J^ot  ]7ei  lyuen  bet*re.  ™JJ^  they^iSre 

&  )7us  as  freris  lyues  techen,  it  wer^  good  to  many  men  ]7at  Many  men  would 

ben  closid  in  fise  ordris  ^fa^,  J?ei  disporteden  hem  in  \e  world,  ^orid  Oum  ^ 

for  siche  auentyng  many  times  fordoi)?  enuye,  ire  &  lust,  ^^^* 

&  l^ise  }fie  synnes   ofte    tymes  letten  ]7i8e  men  to  pr^e 

deuoteliche ;  &  ]?im  it  is  open  heresie  too  trowe  J^at  ]»ristyng 

of  ordris  in  oon  cloystrtf  or  in  oon  hous  helpi]?  ]7at  god  heeri]? 

hem  bet^e,  al  jif  \e\  liuen  worse  or  ellis  not  bet^e  to  goddM 

pay.     for  al  bing  is  present  to  god,  &  sich  bristyng  helpib  in  the  cioiater 

one  man's  rfi  in* 

not  to  hym,  but  }if  it  make  men  worse,  for  the  synne  of  oon  jures  others. 

p^rsone  hi  siche  J^ristyng  fouH]?  mor^  hise  bro]7^e.     Lord, 

sil^  disciplis  of  crist  aftir  bat  he  was  went  to  heuene  weren  The    apostles 

*        ^     '^^  '  ^         were  scattered 

scaterid  in  mony  cuntres,  &  weren  not  J^rungen  in  siche  abroad. 

couentis,  what  wit  shulde  moue  J^ise  ordris  aftir  to  gedera 

hem  ]7us  ajen  skile?     certts  a  fool  may  wel  see  ]7at  J^is 

resoun  faili]?  fouliche,  &  crist  gederede  tuelue  apo«^s,  J^^or^ 

an^M^rist  shal  gedr^  moo;   god  reyne]?  in  J^is  ordr^,  "^eriexB 

an^tfcrist  shulde  ^ette  in  wallis.     god  wole  ]7at  men  quiken 

^is  er}ye,  &  ben  spred  aboute  in  y^rtu  of  god,  &  J^is  tau^ten 

cristis  apeu^s  fro  J^at  ]?ei  weren  quikid  of  crist  heer^  maistrtf ;  [2  Tim.  iiL  7.] 

but  J^ise  ordris  wolen  eu^re  be  disciplis  &  neu^re  come  to 

knowyng  of  treu]^.    &  ]7us  ]7ei  moten  neede  be  eu^  pun- 

yshid  as  disciplis  of  an^Msrist,  but  ^  J^ei  lemen  som  tyme 
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to  go  out  of  J^ise  newe  ordris,  sn}  ]^ei  letten  oristis  lawe  to 

^eJMi deceits  rennue  &  double  profyt  of  hooly  chirche.    ^ J?e  fifj«  deceyt  of 

m^**^  ^ffiS^  J'^  pseudoes  stondi]?  faMiche  in  J^is  feynyng,  fat  J?ei  maken 

^e?*  ^'^'*  *  newe  craft  to  prdye  &  to  loue  god,  &  so  Jnb  newe  craft  is 

bet^e  yen  al  fe  ordre  fat  crist  ha]?  makyd ;   &  J?tM  ]?ei  hauen 

fq>ecial  pr^erie  makid  of  newe  bi  J>e  pope  fat  ben  bet^re  }?en 

]?e  pat^  nost^,  for  mor^  pardoun  falli]?  to  hem.    fise  wordis 

•[p.  986  MS.]      may  moue  me»  J?at  wolen  *folyKche  trowe  to  hem,  but  ion 

[I]  Johniv.  [J.]  biddi]?  men  to  assaye  spiritts,  whej^^re  J?ei  ben  on   goddts 

syde.     &  fu9  men  ben  not  wi}  god,  f&t  holden  wi]?  man 

mor«  J^en  wi]?  crist.     Our^  bileue  techi]?  us  fat  crist  is  bo]?e 

god  &  man,  &  so  he  is  al  my^ty,  al  witty,  &  al  f ul  of  good 

Ko  pope  nor  pre-  wille.     &  fvLB  noon  pope  ne  o}$r  prelat  haue]?  witt  ne  power 

ledge  or  ^wer,  but  of  cfist,  in  as  mcche  as  he  Bemf  crist  bifor^  oj^^e  of  hise 

True  knowledge,  felowis  I  &  BO  it  is  a  feyned  power,  a  feyned  wit,  &  feyned 

etc.,  is  shown  in  ...  '  ^ 

following  Christ,  good,  al  fat  is  uot  shewid  in  dede,  in  trewe  sewyng  of  crist. 
&  fus  what  man  fat  enere  sei]?  fat  he  makif  hetere  preyertf 
]?en  crist,  &  ordeyne]?  ]?tfr-to  mor^  pardoun,  blasfeme]?  as 
an^^rist;  &  fus  fe  old  manor  was  bet^re  to  pr^e  &  to 
plese  god  ]7en  ony  newe  preyer  mai  be,  hou  eu^e  an^^nst 

Let  men  show  the  speke  hertf.     Shewe  men  bi  goddts  lawe  or  resoun  fe  good- 

goodness  of  these 

Srayers  by  God's  nesBC  of  sichc  pr^yeris,  &  fat  bei  plesen  so  meche  to  god  ag 
iw  or  resson. 

)?ei  ben  feyned  of  fiB  nouelrie ;  &  ellis  men  shulden  not  trowe 
to  hem,  but  have  hem  suspect  bi  man^  of  lif.  Wei  I 
wott  fe  fend  may  feyne  sich  goodnesse  of  hise  preyerts 
&  heyjnesse  df  bis  power,  for  men  mai  not  see  it ;  &  herfor^ 
he  mai  pursewe  men  but  )if  fej  graunten  J^is  excellence,  but 
noon  man  shulde  trowe  fiB  but  if  God  taw^te  it  as  bileeue. 
And  her0  is  weye  to  antecnst,  to  ptirsewe  cristen  men  for 
^ei  holden  hem  in  fe  boundis  fat  crist  ha]?  ^iuen  to  bileeue. 
If  these  P»ye"  Qristen  men  trowen  Jis,  fat  ^if  J^ise  pr^eris  weren  so  goode, 


were    so 

imtan  hm«m  ®™^  wolde  haue  shewid  hem  bifor^,  when  hise  yikeris  &  his 
peple  weren  bet^e,  &  fus  J^ei  ben  foolis  fat  trowen  ]?i8 
er  the  goodnesse  of  ]^se  newe  ^ejena ;  for  fe  p&t&r  nost^r  is  fe 
best  pr^yerd  fat  ony  pope  or  man  kon  ordeyne.    for  who 
shulde  autorise  fat  god  shulde  mor^  be  payed  of  ony  pr^er^f 
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&  it  is  al  oon  to  seye  }at  a  pr^er^  is  bet^re,  &  ^ot  it  plesi]^ 

god  mor« ;   but  who  mai  do  ^is  but  god  ?    for  god  oonliche 

mai  }iue  grace  &  mor^  accepte  men  to  mode ;   &  \u9  trowe 

we  not  in  ^ise  pr^eris,  si^  bent  wanti)^  ground.     &  \us  ^if  •[?.  94  ms.] 

lif  *of  ^ise  newe  ordris  be  mor^  medeful  \&n  mannes  lif  was 

woned,  it  mot  neede  be  grauntid  of  god,  for  newe  ordinaunce 

is  but  fantym  ber^;    &  \us  si\  good  lif  of  men  \ai  ben 

wandrynge  in  ^is  weje  is  bet^e  pr^yer^  to  god,  ^if  it  plese 

mortf  to  god.     Wbat  lif  ]^at  plesi^  mor^  to  god  is  bet^re  Good  life  is  the 

pr^ier^  to  god ;  as  lif  of  a  trewe  plow  man  or  ellis  of  a  trewe       p'*^**^* 

beerde  is  betare  pr^er^  to  god  }ren  pr^er^  of  any  ordr^  ]^at 

god  loue^  lesse,  blaber^  ^ei  neu^re  so  mecbe  if\\  lippis.    as 

it  is  likelicbe  fat  baptist  pr^ede  bet^re  bi  by«  silf  in  desert 

]ren  ony  parsone  of  f  ise  newe  ordris,  for  bise  lippis  ben  lesse 

worf ;    &  \tM  bet^e  lif  belpif  mor^  to  soulis  fen  massis 

or  f ise  newe  preyeris.     J?e  sixte  deceyte  of  ypocritts,  fat  The  dzth  deceit 

bigylib  men  in  Ms  mature,  is  bat  fei  liuen  honestliche  in  honouraWy     in 

^^    '  '  »  r        J  church,     hou»e, 

chircbe,  in  bous,  &  in  gardyn,  &  in  alle  omamentts  fat  fallen  etc. 

to  woTsbip  of  god ;   wbo  sbulde  not  loue  sicb  a  sect,  bof  e  bi 

kynde  &  bi  resoun  ?    Her^  men  f enken  fat  f e  fend  vsif  bise 

ypocrisie,  &  (^on^rarieliche  to  crist  mouef  men  bi  sensible 

signes.      it  is  good  &  resonable  men  to  baue  cbircbis  hi  Churches  are 

mesur^,  &  in  numbr^,  &  in  weybte,  aftir  f  e  booly  trtnitee ; 

but  f enne  it  is  nedeful  fat  f ei  be  makyd  bi  iust  dispensis,  hut  they  should 

'  /        r  J  *^  '  he  huilt  "With  re- 

ft to  profit  of  fe  lond  in  whicb  f ei  ben  makid  inne,  &  not  do  ga'd  to  jusHoe, 

r  I  I  „j^  ^  profit  of 

wrong  to  old  cbircbis  bi  weye  of  beer^  newe  fyndyng ;   &  so  ti»«  people. 

alle  bousis  &  placts  sbulden  be  sbapen  bi  lor^  of  crist.     Sut 

somme  men  f enken  fat  fren's  bildyng  failif  in  alle  f ise  f re  Friars'  huiiding 

poyntts.     It  is  comimelicbe  makid  bi  slyb  robbyngis  of  f  e  points. 

fend,  so  fat  it  is  al  oon  to  see  bildyngis  of  f ise  newe  ordris, 

&  to  see  a  fendt's  bolde,  makid  of  robberye  of  por^  men; 

&  so  wben  men  loken  on  beer^  castelis  f  ei  bauen  mat^e  to  when  men  look 

on  firiars'  castles 

wepe,  bofe  fise  ordris  &  seculeris,  but  speciallicbe  fe  por^  they  should  weep, 
peple.     for  jif  we  loken  to  oristtis  lif,  be  forsok  sicb  bildyng,  Luke  xu.  [4i.] 
&  lokyng  on  fe  citee,  fat  be  seyde  was  a^en  f e  apo«^,  be  Jl^^^^^^^^ 
wepte  f 0r  upon  for  greet  synne  fat  it  boordede.     &  wben 
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•[p.  94&MS.1  crist  wente  out  of  ]>e  temple  *&  sat  in  ]^e  mount  ajeu  it,  hise 
disciplis  for  wondryng  ^^er-of  &  to  see  his  wit  J?er-of  askeden 
whej^^  he  sau  alle  }7i8e  wondirful  byldyngis.  &  crist  an- 
suerede  to  hise  apostlis,  &  tolde  hem  hou  h jm  likede  herof : 
"  SoJ?eliche  i  seye  to  pu,  tyme  shal  come  soone  heraftir  ^at 
noon  stoon  shal  be  left  her^  on  an-o]^ar,  ^at  it  ne  shal  be 
destryed ; "  and  so  it  fel  soone  aftir,  when  ieriMal^m  was 
destryed.     pre  Jyngis  shulden  moue  men  to  be  glad  of  sich 

away^ffUm  *SS  ^yldyng :    On,  for  it  turne>  a-wey  fro  >e  state  of  innocence ; 

oen«s.  °'  "^^  ^  herfoM  crist  &  baptist  &  o]^ere  seyntfs  makeden  noon  siche. 
pe  secunde  cause  ]?at  shulde  moue  to  be  glad  of  siche  byld- 

Heb.  xiii.  [14.]  y»g  is,  J;at  god  Bej}  bi  poul :  **we  hauen  not  hew  a 
duellynge  citee,  but  we  seken  heuen  to  come."     &  non  drede 

They  lead  men  to  siche  housvug  makib  many  to  loue  his  world,  &  to  duelle  in 

lore  this  world.  ./    o  /  ^  / 

lustis  }?tfr-of,  &  leue  loue  of  )7e  ofare  worlde.      pe  Jridde 
They  are  bunt  cause  bat  men  shulden  haue  to  loke  on  siche  byldyng  is  hat  hei 

out  of  the  apoila  '  J     J    o      r      r 

of  the  poor,  and  shuldeu  )7enke  on  fe  pore  peple ;  hou  ofte  ^at  }ei  ben  spoylid 

'ynoags.  bi  suttil  fraudis  of  ^e  fend  bifow  fat  siche  housis  weren 

bildid,  ]>at  ben  but  an  heep  of  wrongis.      pise  ^re  causis 

shulden  not  ^iue  maters  of  ioye  to  men  of  resoun,  but  ra^^re 

mature  of  sorowe  to  telle  hasty  destfiyng  of  hem.     men  may 

The  foondera  of  See   ou^  wheW  Hse  patrouns  Yseden   Mse  housis  in  sich 

the    orders    or-  «    i   «  .       ,  ,.*..,    j     i  i.     .   ,. 

dained  no  snoh  mesur^,   &  lefteu   in  heertf  re  whs  aftir  pat  heer^  disciplis 

buildings.  .  .  .  . 

shulden  bilde  ]7us ;  &  si]?  ^e  conirarie  is  so]?,  to  whiche  J^ise 
ordns  ben  streytliche  fiworen,  it  seme]?  ]?at  ]?e  fend  ahapi]? 
a  disport  to  hise  clerkis  to  s^rue  hym  inne.  &  so  ^if  men 
chargen  mesur^,  ]?i8e  placis  &  bildyng  of  hem  passen  mesur^ 
}at  god  ha]?  tau^t,  &  so  }?ei  ben  agen  goddis  power.  &  |if 
we  taken  heede  to  ]?e  noumbre  of  siche  castel  of  ]?e  fend,  ]?ey 
ben  a^en  wisdom  of  crist,  si]?  he  approuede  not  siche  housis. 
for  si]?  in  tyme  of  more  wisdom  ^er  weren  chirchis  &  housis 
•[p.  95  MS.]  ynowe,  what  wisdom  *is  it  to  multiplie  ]?ise,  &  destrye 
These  churches  hoolvertf  old  placis  ?     certis  ininries  ben  don  to  parisshe 

injure  the  parish  .  .  .  .  .  . 

churches.  chirchis  bi  siche  newe  chirchis  of  ordris ;   &  |if  ]?us  wrongis 

of  a  place  shulden  lette  men  to  herye  god  ]?0re,  siche  placts 
of  newe  ordris  shulden  be  fled  as  fendis  holettiB.    And  }if  we 
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weyn  aryht  dispensis  bi  lore  of  f  e  hooly  goost,  }er  is  neyf  er 

Btoon  ne  tree  in  alle  siche  newe  ordris  placis  ]^at  it  ne  is 

groundid  bi  wrong,  &  temporid  bi  robbyng  of  pore  men.  The^arebuutby 

&  ]^U8  Biche  bildyngis  makya  pride,  &  not  comfort  of  goddis  ^ 

prisonnaeris,  for  }ei  ben  not  fed  bi  ^is,  but  robbid  of  goodis 

y&t  )ei  shnlden  haue ;   &  J^is  is  not  lore  of  ]^e  hooli  goost,  but 

techyng  of  }?e  kyng  of  pride.     &  J^us  omamentis  }?at  f  ise  ornament»i. 

freris  ordris  vsen  be»  toolis  to  bigyle  }?e  peple,  &  to  feede 

heer^  bodilicbe  eye,  &  robbe  }?e  eye  of  beer*  soule,  as  somme 

of  }?i8e  newe  ordris  hauen  costy  encenseris  to  encense  beddis  ^Sw  b^!"' 

of  men  &  of  wymmen  &  to  spoyle  hem.     J?us  )7ei  assoylen  ^J^i^^^^J^i? 

men  ]?at  weren  longe  deed  byfore ;   &  soulis  of  siche  men  hen  jj°  ™*y  ***  ^ 

in  helle  as  somme  men  supposen;    &  }rise  blynde  men  ]^at 

assoylen  }?us  kunnen  not  teche  Jre  eontr&ne  of  Jis.     &  J^us  )7ey 

doon  yis  for  monee,  &  not  for  deuocioun,  but  jif  siche  blynde  ^^J®  ^^^  *°' 

blasfemyes  be  clepid  deuocioun  of  freris.     J?us  omamentis  of 

ypocritis  barmen  ^e  peple  )7at  }ei  duellen  wi]^,  &  al  heer^ 

lif  doi^  harm  to  men  bo]w  to  body  &  to  soule.     &  ]^us  fendis 

children  bygilen  men  bi  J^ing  ]7at  hem  semej^  good,  &  maken 

hem  trow  ]>at  it  profiti]^,  bat  jit  it  doi^  meche  harm.     &  si]^ 

alle  lyues  of  siche  men  ben  ful  of  )7e  fendis  deceytis,  men  STmim^  to*tdf 

sufficen  not  to  telle  heer^  gylis,  but  bi  ]^is  men  may  knowe 

somme.     And  here  ben  somme  men  moued  to  trowe  ]^at  crist 

speki]?  in  his  lawe  of  sich  man^  of  ypocritis,  to  teche  his 

peple  to  fle  hem.     for  si^  crist  is  veree  god,^  &  knowi]? 

♦clereliche  al  }?ing  to  come,  alle  Jise  deceytis  ben  present  to  '^p-  »5AM8.] 

hjm ;  wh^  shulde  lette  hym  to  telle  hem  ?     Certis  charite  of 

Crist  shulde  neede  hym  to  wame  men  her^.     &  )7ns  resoun  JJ^JS^t^*^^ 

mouejr  men  to  suppose  }?at  crist  telli}?  of  gilis  of  Je  pope,  iJiSlxxiT. 

&  afkir  of  gilis  of  ]^ise  new  sectis,  for  alle  Jdse  ben  lemes  of 

antecrist.     whi  shulde  not  crist  telle  here  of  hem  ?    and  J^us 

Jenken  somme  }?at  it  wer^  a  medefal  dede  &  good  preyere  to  5^^*^*^^?^ 

god  to  aienstonde  )7ise  new  sectts,  &  clenese  cristis  ordi-  "^^^  **^*™- 

naunce  fro  sich  errours  ]>at  ben  broujt  inne.     Lordis,  clerkis 

1  good  MS. 
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&  comunes  shulden  helpe  here  for  mede  of  crist,  &  oldneese  of 

J^ise  errours  shulde  not  moue  to  lene  hem,  d^  god  is  myjty 

Meek  men  think  ynou  to  helpe  &  destrve  hem  alle.     pis  entent  hauen  make 

that  Chrirt's  w-  "^         ,  .  '^       ,  .,        '^  ^ 

dinanee  is  best,  men  bi  gr^co  &  oileeue  of  cnsty  ^at  his  ordinannce  was  and  is 
best,  and  o]^er  oontrarie  ordinannce  is  euel ;  &  bileeue  techij^ 
^at  [he]  mai  not  fayle  to  helpe  men  j^at  tranelen  wel  here. 
^SonlfSf  thSS  Examine  ]?on  wel  }e  gronnde  an  )e  resoun  of  newe  men,  )at 
who  attack  us.  ggyen  Jey  holden  ]fe  lawe  and  f  e  ordinannce  of  crist,  &  we 
If  we  err,  we  will  trauolen  to  destrve  hem.     for  certis  )if  we  erreden  here  in 

torn    to     truth      ... 

when  uught.      wit  or  willo  bi  fals  lore,  we  wolden  mekeliche  a-noon  tume 
to  treujre  when  it  were  tau^t.    Amen. 

Explicit  tractatus  de  pseudo  freris. 
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XXIII. 


OF  CONFESSION. 


Dr.  Saiblet  says  that  this  traot  is  the  same  as  the  Latin  De  Eucharistia 
et  Poenitentia.  The  latter  is  found  only  at  Vienna,  and  I  have  not  been 
able  to  compare  the' two.  I  have,  however,  no  doubt  that  this  is  genuine. 
Its  presence  in  the  Ashbumham  MS.  tells  much  in  its  favour,  while  the 
evidence  of  style  seems  to  me  to  mark  it  as  decidedly  Wyclif  s.  His 
predestinarian  doctrines  are  incidentally  referred  to  on  p.  329 :  **  who  is 
lie  ]^at  letti]?  god  to  sane  men  as  he  h&}  ordeyned  .  .  .  before  ]?e  world 
was  made?" 

There  are  curious  notices  on  pp.  338  and  335  of  the  prevalent  fashion 
of  keeping  private  confessors  and  of  the  influence  which  such  men  wielded. 

The  attack  on  transubstantiation  at  the  end  of  the  tract  shows  it  to  be 
late. 

Copied  from  the  Dublin  MS.  GG,  and  collated  with  the  Ashbumham 
MS.  MM. 


SUKHABT. 

Two  Tirtaes  are  in  man's  sonl :  holineBB  and  knowledge.  Holiness  is  the  more 
important.  To  holiness  confession  is  needful.  Definition  of  confession.  Con- 
fession of  sin  is  made  to  God  or  to  man.  The  latter  may  be  either  open  or 
private,  but  must  be  voluntary      ^        p.  327 

Private  confession  is  unnecessary,  unauthorized  by  Christ  or  by  the  practice  of  the 
early  Church.    It  is  a  device  to  increase  the  power  of  the  Fope  .....        »...      328 

It  is  limiting  God's  power  to  say  a  man  cannot  be  saved  without  shrift  Private 
confession  gives  occasion  to  sin      ..» ....      329 

Possible  abuses  from  the  law  of  regular  confession.  The  proper  priest  may  be 
unfit.    Confession  hinders  preaching 330 

The  methods  of  absolution  vary.  Some  seem  to  claim  fellowship  with  God  for 
the  priest.  Arbitrary  assignment  of  penance.  Leads  to  buying  sin  for 
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"Sota  de  Conteasione. 

♦Two  vtVtues  ben  in  mannes  soule  by  whyche  a  man  sbuld 
be  rewled ;  ^  hoolynesse  in  mannes  wille,  &  good  kunnyng  in  •[?.  i27ft  ms.] 
his  witt.     hoolynesse  shuld  put  out  synne,  &  good  •  kunnyng  HoiineM  jhonid 
shuld  put  out  foly ;  but  as  wille  ha}^  principalite  to-fore  witt  knowledge    hii 
of    mannes  soule,    so  hoolynesse  is  more  worj^e  ]?enne  is 
kunnynge  of  synfiil  man.     for  wuckud  aungels  han  myche  Hoiinem  of  the 

1  ,,.,  M      n  1      t  iiii'.i      more  importance. 

kunnyng,  but  pei  han  noujt  of  hoolynesse.     And  ellis  iche 

man  wer^  hoolier  aftur  ]^at  he  is  mor^  kunnynge ;  but  poule 

seij?  }at  mannes  kunnyng  bolnij  hym  bi  pride,     but  in  our^  [i]  Cor.  tul  [i.] 

lord  ih^ra  crist  was  kunnynge  &  hoolynesse  euen,  for  he  was 

ful  &  heierst  in  kunnyng  &  heierst  hooly,  bo]^e  god  &  man. 

and  ^us  he  seith  in  lones  gospel :   **  who  of  pu  shal  reproue 

me  of  synne,"  'as  jif  crist  wolde  seye  to  hem  **y  may  john TiiL  [46.] 

not  synne '  si]^  I  am  god ;  and  ]7U8  noujt  may  reproue  me  of 

synne."   but  crist  Bei}  next  aftur  ^at  sith  he  sei}?  treu)7e ;  whi 

*  trowen  Jei  *  not  to  hym  ?    In  J^ise  two  wordis  Jat  crist  ha]? 

seid,  may  we  see  hoolynesse  &  kunnynge.     and  hou  hoolynes 

go}e  before  &  kunnyng  sue]?  in  wor]?ine88e ;   for  lyue  a  man 

hooly  lyf,  and  kunnynge  I-now  wil  folow  aftur.     To  make 

hoolynesse  in  men  is  <?onfe8sion  nedfol ;    and  }er£oT  shuld  JJ^S^Se  °  mra 

hooly  churche  witt  sumwhat  of  confession.     Confession  gene-  ^^7* 

raly  is  knowlechynge  made  wi^  wille ;  and  sum  (Confession  is 

made  wi]>-oute  synne,  and  sum  is  knowlechynge  of  synne;  &  bo^e 

]7ise  two  ben  goode  in  man,  but  ye  first  is  more  wor]7e  in  crist. 

Mathew  tellib  hou  crist  confeBsed  to  his  fadur,  ^lord  of  bis  world,'  Mt.  2«. 

.  .  ,,.  «.  .   /   [should  be  Matt. 

&  ^itt  cnst  myjt  not  synne,  and  pis  er(?nfes8ioun  my^t  not  be  xi.  25.] 
veyne.     Confessioun  J^at  man  maki]?  of  synne  is  made  of  man 
in  two  manors.     Summe  is  mad  oonly  to  god  truly  by  herte  confeedon  may 
or  mou^e.     And  sum  confessioun  is  made  to  man,  and  ]?at  or  to  man,' 
may  be  on  many  manures ;  oM^er  opynly  &  *  gmcraly,  as  men  open 

1  CC  inserts  in.  ^  j,ig  MDi.  '-^  omitted  CC. 
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or  private.  <?o«fe8seden  in  )?e  oolde  lawe;  Or  priuely  &  rownyngly,  as 
men  ^onfessen  nowe-a-daies.     wheitne  a  man  is  (jonstreyned 

•[p.  128 MS.]  by  bodily*  peyne  to  telle  his  gilte,  *he  eanfeaae)  not;  but' 
oonfession  mut  be  wilfiil,  or  ellis  it  is  not  medeful  to  man. 

Cm  2"  MM.  It  were  to  wite  ou^r  in  Jis  mater,'  whe)7W  priue  eanfesaion 
made  to  pr^stis  be  nedeful  to*  synful  men,  &  wher^iB  ^nfessioun 

^*^^eS!w  ***°^  is  groundid.  and  it  seme}?  yat  it  is  not  nedful,  but  broujt 
in  late  be  ^e  fend ;  for  crist  al witty  ysed  it  not,  ne  noon  of 
hise  apostles  aftur.  And  if  it  wer^  nedful  to  man,  crist  wolde 
have  vsed  it  or  tau^t  it.     Whenne  crist  forjaue  marie  magde- 

b^'ciist*"*"**  leyne  hir  synnes,  he  vsed  not  sicbe  rownynge ;  and  whenne  he 
for|aue  petir  hise  synnes,  &  poule  his,  &  oyer  men  heren  ^at 
he  clensid,  he  vsid  not  sich  rownyng  in  ere,  ne  siche  asoylyng 
as  pr^stis  vsen  no  we;  and  ym  whenne  crist  clensed  ye  a< 
woutrer,  y&t  ye  lewes  alegeden  shulde  be  stoned,  crist  vsed 

John  Till.  [11.]  not  yiB  eonfeaaion  to  hir,  but  bad  hir  go  and  wilne  to  synne 
no  more,  and  si]?  yat  crist  my|t  not  faile  in  ordynauttce  to 
hise  chirche,  &  he  left  ]?is  (^onfessioun,  it  semyth  ]?at  it  is  not 
nedeful ;  for  if  it  wer^,  yenne  crist  faylid  in  leuynge  it ;  and 
also  petrtf  &  alle  oyer  apostles,  and  also  alle  oyer  popis  faileden 
y&t  weren  til  Innocens  cam,  whenne  ]?e  fende  was  loused, 
and  jitt  men  weren  clensed  of  her  synne  yicker  &  bettur 
yenne  yei  weren  afttir,  for  I  rede  in  ye  boke  Jat  luk  wroto 
of  apostles  dedis,  hou  ^re  ]?ousand  turned  in  oon  daye  fro 

Acta  u.  [41.]       lewes  fables  to  eristis  lawe,  &  noon  of  hem  was  ]?us  ^onfessid 

Nor  u«d  in  the  to  prdstis.  as  J?e  story  telli}?,*  petir  bade  hew  g«wraly  hauo 
sorowe  &  be  baptized  ychoon;  but  god  telli}?  not  her«  of 
shrifte,  but  yat  yei  token  ^e  hooly  goost;  and  ]?us  here 
synnes  weren  for^yuen  of  god  wi]?-outen  siche  ^onfessioun  as 
we  nowe  vsen.  and  yus  it  semi]?  to  many  men  ^at  cristen 
men  my^ten  wele  be  saued  wi]?-outen  sich  (^onfessioun ;  as 
yei  were  be-fore  pope  Innocent,  and  ]?U8  it  seme]?  pr^sump- 
cioun  of  J?is  pope  to  make  ]?is  lawe ;  for  hooly  churche  shuld 

1  omitted  MM.  *  for  MM.  >  omitted  CO. 
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not  ]>U8  be  cbarged  m)  newe  lawes,  *  whenne  oolde  sufficeden;  •[p.  128ft  ms.] 
and  }vL8  men  seyne  }at  }e  fend  kest  this  for  wynnyng  & 
hipes  of  preestis :  and  in  token  of  ]?i8  defaute  makers  of  J^is 
lawe  weren  so  marrid  hat  her  lawe  byndel^  noo  p^rsone  bnt  The  uw  ordering 
only  sache  ]?at  ben  boj^e  men  &  wytnmen,    ^is  semi^   a 
feendis  pr^sumpcion  to  him  ]^at  knowe^  not  kynd  of  lawe  to 
ordeyne  lawe  in  sich^  a  manor/  of  whiche  noo  sich^  shuld^  be 
made,      and  ]?us  it  seme)^  to  many  men  j^ot  an^^rist  ha]^  a  device  of  Anti- 
cast  yis  cast  to  make  alle  men  soget  to  the  pope;  &  lede 
hem  afbur  ]^at  hym  liki^.     lord,  wher^  is  fredom  of  crist 
whenne  men  ben  costen'  in  sich^  bondage?    Crist  made  hise 
seruanntes  free,  bnt  an^^crist  ha]?  made  hem  bonde  ajeyne. 
And  certis  ^er  is  noo  autorite  ^at  gane  him  lene  to  make 
men  ^us  ^rallis. 

Jitt  it  were  to  wite  )?e  reson  of  goddis  lawe  whi  men  C™  3"  MM. 
shulden  hoolde  hem  in  here  bondes,  &  not  make  lawe  fro 
cristis  ordttf.  It  is  oft  seid  in  goddis  lawe  ^at  men  shulden  Dent.  ir.  [2.] 
not  adde  }erto  ne  take  }&rhOy  lest  ^ei  fallen,  si]?  it  is  made 
at  poynt  deuyse ;  and  ]?us  it  seme]?  a  feendb  presampcioun, 
]?at  hi^e]?  himsilf  a-bouen  god,  to  make  ]?us  a  newe  lawe  wi]?- 
outen  leene  of  ]?e  forst  treu]?e.  Also  ]?is  lawe  of  (;onfessioun  Theiawi«again8t 
]?at  iche  man  mut  nedis  shrynen  oonys  in  ]?e  ^er  priuely  to 
his  propur  prest,  it  seme]?  opun  a^ens  reson.  for  a  man  may  be 
baptized  in  tyme  ]?at  he^  ha]?  discrecioun,  &*  anon  aftur  be  ded 
wi]?-outen  doynge  of  dedly^  synne.  lord,  whi  shnld  ^  man  be 
dampned  al  if  he  shrine  him  not  ]?us  'in  ]?e  ^er'?  Ion  baptist 
shroof  hym  nener  ]?ns,  ne  any  apostle  of  crist ;  and  ^itt  bileue 
nedi]?  vs  to  graunte  ]?at  }ei  ben  seyntes  in  henen.  and  ]?U8 
it  may  fallen  of  many  martyres,  &  of  men  ]?at  han  no  propnr 
prmt.  who  is  he  ^at  letti^  god  to  saue  men  as  he  ha]? 
ordeyned  before  ]?e  pope  &  his  lawe  camen  inne,  &  before  ]?e 
world  was  made  ?  Also  god  gyuef  frely  his  grace,  not-wi]?- 
stondynge  mannes  lawe.    whi  may  not  *god  do  grace  to  hise  •[p.  129  ms.] 

>  xnater  MM.  *  castan  MM.  >  omitted  CC. 
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treue  seruauntes  ]>at  seraen  him  wele,  al  if  )7^  were  noo  siche 
prest  nor  pope?  as  Bomtyme  was  no».  hou-eu^r  an^M^rist 
glau^,  he  lette]?  not  god  to  Mo  his  wille;  for  he  may 
disseyue  ^  foolis,  but  not  god,  hou-eu^  he  speke.  also  beleeue 
techi}^  men  ]^at  if  a  man  be  contrite,  god  ]^enne  forjyne^  him 
his  synne ;  but  who  may  lette  god  fro  J^is  ?    David  speke^ 

[PjBimzxxii.15.]  to  god  ^us :  ''I  seide,  i  shulde  shryue  my  synnes  a^etis  me 
to  'pee,  lord ;  &  ]70u  for^auest  me  my  synnes."  lord,  wher  god 
be  not  as  merciful  as  he  was  in  ]7e  olde'  lawe?  Ko  J^ing 
shuld  lett  }er'to,  but  pai  he  becam  man  for  m^cy ;  &  ^us  it 
seeme]^  a  blasfeme  heresie  to  seie  J^at  man'  may  not  ellis  come 
to  heuen,  but  if  he  fulfille  ]^is  roten  lawe  }a,t  was  ^us  late 
made  of  an^rist.  Also  god  may  not  ^yue  oocasioun  to  two 
p^sones  for  to  synne,  for  }^enne  he  wer^  auctor  of  synne  & 

PriTj  confewion  eontrarie  to  himsilf ;  but  bi  bis  priueye  shrift  a  frere  &  nunne 

kIvcb  oocMion  to  #  j       &  ^ 

sin.  may  synne  to-gidre ;  and  close  hemsilf  in  a  chaumbre  bi  lok 

in-sted  of  feyned  assoylynge ;  for  I  suppose  as  knowen  ^ing, 
}at  whenne  a  lawe  is  feyned  wij^outen  god,  &  of  }\b  lawe 
come]^  myche  synne,  ]^is  lawe  ^yue]?  occasion  to  al  ]^t  synne ; 

[Jobxxxi.  1.]  «][jq|j  y^  ig^^Q  jyuej>  oocasioun  to  do  so  as  it  falli]^  ofte.* 
lord,  whe)7ir  god,  ^at  sei^  bi  lob  pat  a  man  shuld  make 
couenaunt  wi]^  hise  wittis  to  ]?enke  not  on'  a  virgyne, 
ordeyned  sich  a  lawe  to  men,  ^at  pr^stis  &  wymmen  shulde 
t«me  her  faces  to-gider,  &  speke  of  lustful'  jTOutes  &  dedis, 
whic&  myjt  do  harme  to  hem  bo^e;  but  J'is  lawe  }yue)^ 
oocasioun  to  do  synne  as  it  feiUip  oft.  Also  ]?U8  may  lordtM 
&  laidis  be  nedid  to  trowe  sich  men,  &  lettid  to  holde  goddis 
lawe,  and  to  stonde  for  ri^t  on  cnstis  syde.  lord,  if  iche  lord 
of  ynglond  &  his  wiif  haden  two  schariotis  to  lede  hem  &  her 
meyne  and  her  werkis  to  Jto  puple,  hou  li^tly  myjt  antecrist 
conqwertf  ye  churche  and  distruy^e  cristis  rewme  ? 

Cm  4m  MM.        *  And  nt  men  maken  moo  resons  to  meue  be  chirche  to 

•[p.  1296  MS.]  * 

knowe  Jtc  treu^e  &  fredam  of  goddis  lawe,  so  }at  pe  churche 

»  distroyje  CC.  »  wolde  CC.  '  he  CC. 
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be  not  made  bonde  bi  noo  disceitis  of  an^rist,  but  stonde  in 

}e  same  fredam  ]^at  crist  ha.}  pnen.    God  fjue^  non  occasion 

to  an^rist  for  to  synne ;  bat  bi  yia  feyned  assoylyng  he  ha^ 

occasion  to  synne  in  ]?e  chnrche,  and  }vis  }is  power  is  not  of 

crist,  wherby  ^is  assoylyng  is  feyned ;  and  ]?ns  }e  fend  mut 

nedis  gabb  whenne  his  prMtis  assoilen  >ns.     for  >us  be  pope  PoMibie  abuses 

my|t  kepe  to  hym  to  name  whom  en^  he  wolde  propwr 

prestis,  and  make  ooaenannt  wi]^  ]^is  prest  ^ot  he  assoyle]^  no 

man  but  if  he  ^ae  so  myche  mono ;  or  ellis  behey|t  to  holde 

on  his  syde,  and  ]^us  an^rist  my^t  soone  am^ete  lordshipes 

&  eke  rewmes  to  hym.    and  }ysA  curatis  &  parishe  prestis 

myften  spuyle  ^e  puple  as  freres  done;  and  ]^as  it  wer^  a 

benyfice  to  purchace  of  }^  pope  to  be  a  propur  pr^ste  \ma. 

and  it  falle]^  oft  Jot  sicfe  propur  prestos  ben  vn-able  to  her^  ^^^*  ™*^ 

shrifbis ;  and  ]^e  maker  of  ]^is  lawe  may  not  make  alle  siche 

propre  prestis  able,  and  so  he  ^onstreyne]^  men  in  cas  to 

shryne  hem  to  an  vnable  prrat.    but  who  shuld  preise  ^is 

lawe  ^^fortf  ?  si]^  yuel  frnte  witnessi^  ynel  rote.    AsMf  a  pope 

make  a  lawe  ]^at  who  en^r  he  lymyti^  to  her^  ^ofifessioan  of 

Yi&  man  or  (confession  of  ]ds  comufnjatee,  he  shal  her^  ]^ise 

mennes  shrift,  &  he*  is  foonden  vnable  aftur,  ]?enne  }?is  popis  J^jj'***^™® 

lawe  wi^  treu]^e  in-dede  may  lijtiy  jyue  occasionn  of  syne. 

and  if  >ou  seist  bat  siche  bnllis  of  be  pope  vndtfrstonden  eu^  ^P^*       ^^^^ 

a  (wtdicioun ;  ]?at  if  ^  p^rsone  bi  goddis  lawe  shal  profi^t  yjJjt^JJ,^!®" 

in'  fdMlyng  of  ^ise  popes  buUes,  J^enne  \^  popes  bullis 

shnlen  haue  streng}7e,  &  elles  ]?ei  sholen  not  stonde  in  stede : 

Certis  if  ]?ise  popis  buUes  shnlen  be  nndtirstonden  wi}^  sich 

a  label,  ^en-ne  ^ei  weren  not  profitable  to  ]^e  purchasour  ne 

to  ]^e  ohurche ;   *  for  who  ^  shuld  take  ony  benyfiss  of  ^e  *Cp-  iso  ms.] 

puple  *  wi^  sicb  bullis,  if  his  ablete  shulde  be  proued  in  work 

be-fortf  he  wer^  acceptid  ?   so^e  it  is  \^  more  able  man  to  god 

shuld  qwenche  ^is  ablete  of  ^is  man ;  and  ^is  skil  moued 

hooly  men  to  stryue  not  for  suche  ablete.    but  crist  ^af  reule 

»  al  CO.  »  omitted  CC.  •  into  CO. 
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to  ]>e  lewes  to  iuge  hym  able  bi  hise  werkis,  but  wele  men 

witen  }at  nej^er  popis  bullis  ne  traueile  for  hem  by  coueitise 

maki]?  J^is  man  but  mor^  vnable^  to  gete  oa^t  by  snche 

bullis.     Also  ^is  lawe  is  Ml  suspecte,  for  it  lette^  bettur 

occupying,  &  aske^  werse  occupyinge,  ]?at  is  not  grounded  in 

™j«nfej^  goddis  lawe.    J^at  prelate  )?at  sbriue^  shuld  prmbe  J^e  puple, 

^8'  and  he  ]^at  is  shriuen  shuld  her«  goddis  worde;    but  bi  ]^i8 

shriften  ben  bo]?e  J^ise  lettid.      and  noo  drede  )ei  weren 

bettr^,  si^  cristysed  hem  &  not  J^is  shrift,  &  bad  hem  be 

Ysed,  &  not  ^is.     So  it  seme]^  ]?at  an^Msrist  bi  ^is  putti^  cnstis 

ordynaunce  abake;    and  we  taken  here  as  opynly  knowen, 

]7at  whenne  eny  harm  come]^  of  a  lawe,  &  ^at  lawe  is  not 

groundid  in  skyl,  it  jjne}  ocoasioun  of  }iB  harme ;   for  reson 

excuse}^  not  ]^is  lawe,  }at  ne  it  make]?  blamefuly  ]?ls  harme. 

If  twj  i»^  >•      and  if  it  wer^  reson  in  Jis  popis  tyme  to  make  f  is  lawe  to  f  e 

churchis  profite,  it  wer^  as  myche  resoun  ]>at  ^is  lawe  had 

fo^not**iuilTiM  ^®°  ^^^  bi-forf  }is  popis  tyme ;  but  ^enne  weren  crist  &  petr^ 

iMtitnted  It.       ^  qJ,^  popes  to  blame  Jat  leften  it  Jus.     lord,  what  meued 

}?is  late  popes  to  make  furst  Jis  lawe,  whenne  }o  fend  was 

vnbounden,  and.  god  meued  not  crist  ne  hise  vikers  "to  sue  it, 

whenne  it  semed  as  myche  skil.     wher  )?is  pope  was  god  of 

heuen,  so  Jat  men '  may  not  know  his '  reson. 

Cm  5m  ]\|M.         But  ^itt  ^&r  come]?  more  harme  of  ^s  lawe  of  ^(mfessioun, 

The  words  of  ffor  e^onfessours  varien  in  wordis  of  assoylyng,  as  bei  done  in 

ab«>lutlonT«ry.  .?  /    o>         r 

wordis  of  her  cursyng,  &  gabben  cowmynly  wij  blasfeme 
wordis  a^ens  beleeue  ;  and  it  is  lidy  to  many  men  eip 
]?e  pope  kan  not  teche  ]?ise  wordis  Jat  prestis  shulden  seie 

•[p.  1306  MS.]  *bi  goddis  lawe,  he  can  not  grounde  ]?is  lawe  in  reson. 
Summe  prestis  seyne  symply  "  I  assoyle  ]>e  of  Ji  synnes ; '' 

The  different  &  leyne  her  hondes  on  her  hedes,  or  ellis  touchen  hew  wi  J 
a  jerde.  Summe  prestis  seyne  a  mor^  raunge;  ]?ei  preyen 
furst  Jat  god  assoyle  hym,  &  afftur  ^i  assoylen  hym  bi 
autorite  jouen  to  hem.  *    }e  Jridde  man^  &  leste  yuel,  ]?at 

The  Greeks'  ie    men  seyu  bat  greks  ban,  is  }&t  }e  prest  pr^ye]?  }at  god 

the  least  erll, 
being   only  a 

P"y*'-  1  vnable>  hym  OC.  »  god  CO.  »  >is  CO.  *  hym  CO. 
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assoyle  hym  &  lenyng  worde  of  assoylyng ;  and  J^us  he  mj^t 
aBsoyle  at  home  hym  }at  were  a  J^ousand  myle  fro  hym. 
and  lewed  men  bat  weren  bettur  myjten  bus  assoyle  betttir  Good      laymen 

.  , .  1  ^       J  J        mlgl^t      absolve 

^enne  wickid  prdstis.    nor  it  w  bcly  pat  a  pr^st  ordeyned  to  thus  better  than 

be  dampned  assoyle^  not  J^us;  but  what  prest  or  man  eon- 

fessid  wot  wher  ^is  pr^st  shal  be  dampned.    and  ]?i8  shrift  }^U8 

bromt  inne  semeb  to  marr^  be  churche  in  bileeue,  as  be  prest  The  priest  makes 

/   ,  ^/     ^1  J         J   1.       .     ij  .IX      ''^""elf      God»s 

made  hym  goddis  felow,  as  god  and  he  shulden  assoue  to-  feUow. 

gidr^;   or  ellis  ^at  god  mut  nedis  assoile  whenne  ^e  "prest 

maki^  his   sygne.      Suche    many   blassefemys   i^ynes   ^ 

beleue  ben  sowen  of  an/Mirist  in  ^is  mat^r,  ffor  god,  ]^at 

^yue]>  grace  &  is  in  ^e  soule,  assoyleth  &  do^  a-wey  83rnne, 

and  ]?is  may  not  ^e  prest  do,  si^  it  is  propur  to  god,  and,  si^  itbdongatoGod 

no  man  shuld  lije  a  lytle  lesyng  to  sane  }e  worlde,  a  prest  uon. 

shuld  not  seye,  "y  assoyle,"  whe»ne  he  not  neu^  whej>ir  god 

assoyle.     ffor  he  knowe]^  nei^^  wher  ^is  man  ^onfessid  seye 

treu^e  ypon  ^onscyence,  or  wher  ]7at  he  be  contrite,  as  he 

knowe^  not  hym-self ;  and  I  suppose  he  wite  ^e  so^e,  ^itte  he 

knowi]^  not  }o  qtMntite  of  peyne  ^at  god  wole  ]^at  J^is  man 

haue  for  hise  trespase  a^eynes  god,  for  penaunce  is  arbitrarie.  Amount  of  pen- 

anoe  arbitnuy. 

now  mor«  &  nowe  lesse,  aftnr  ]^at  }e  prest  wole  lymyte,  be  he 
neutfr  so  grete  a  fool.  And  herd  spryngen  many  errours  a^ens 
beleue  on  boJ>e  sydis;  for  )e  prest  gedre}?  hym  ofte^  moneye  or 
money  wor^  by  suche  penaunce,  and  so  bi  priuey  symony 
he  harme]?  hem  bo^e  &  ]?e  churche.    and  }ns  a  frere  or  a  pr^t 


haj  as'  leue  to  be  seur^ly  a  (jonfessour  of  a  lord  or  of  a  *lady  •[p.  iji  ms.] 
as  *  to  be'  a  simple  bischop;  for  bi  ^is  office  he  iakip  his  is  as  weu  off  a 


B  confessor 
relloffasa 
.  bishop. 

worship  &  his  wynnyng,  as  if  he  wertf  pope,     and  it  wer* 

hard  to  telle  ^e  harme  ]mt  come]^  be  many  of  ^ise  conteaBonnf  Dangers  from 

for  ye  pope  &  }e  emp^rour  myjte  priuely  be  poysened  biJ^^Sawrl* 

suche  fadres,  and  rewmes  my|ten  li^tly  be  destruyied  by 

counseilis  }at  ^ei  ^yuen  to  lordis,  for  no  drede  }ei  ben  cause 

of  mennes  synne  confessid  to  hem.     anentis  ^e  p^rsone  ^at  is 

<;0nfe68id  fallen  many  exrours  a^s  bileeue,  as  }ai  he  J^at  is 

*  of  CO.  »  CO  inaertB  myche.  »-»  omitted  CO. 
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canfeoBid  trowe  as  bileeue  }at  al  his  aynne  is  for^yuen  be-for 

god,  as  ]?e  canfeBsonr  telle]?  hym,     and  ^itt  it  may  falle  ]?at 

boje  yise  shulen  ben  dawpned  for  her  foly;   for  ofte  }w 

«>»fesflid  is  not  wwitrite  &  t«mej>  ajeyne  to  his  synne ;  and 

siche  treting^  U^^}  occasioun  ]?at  }ei  bo]^6  ben  disceyeud;  and 

]?6  man  }>at  is  confessed  wene]^  }at  god  doi^  him  wrong  if  he 

haue  eutfr  mow  peyne  for  his  synne  ^enne  Je  prest  enioyne^. 

wigh?  M*you    ^^^  ^^^  synne  myjt  be  boujt  for  money,  as  who  byje  an  ox 

J^^*°®*®'    or  a  kowe;  and  so  riche  men  haden  occasioun  to  drede  not 

for  to  synne,  whenne  f  ei  my^ten  for  a  lytle  moneye  be  ^us 

assoyled  of  alle  her  synnes ;  and  pore  men  my|ten  dispeir^, 

for  ^ei  haden  not  to  byje  }u8  synne.     Such  many  errours 

fallen  &  fewe  men  speken  a^eynes  hem. 

Cm  6m  MM.         But  jitt  }e  feend  feyne]?  here  a  lesynge  to  excuse  prratis 

hise  seraanntts ;  he  sei}^  ]?at  alle  men  shulden  beleue  ]?at  what 

man  ]^at  his  prM  assoyle^,  what  ever  penaunce  he  enioyne]?, 

k^p^^SioiuSOT  ^®  ^^  assoiled  be-for^  god  j  and  Jn«  popes  &  prelates  kepen  to 

w«  ^""^rS'^em  silf  assoylyng,  in  which  ly^e  wynnyng;  and  >us  who- 

^^'  en&r  ajeyne  seye  ]?is  is  pursued  as  an  h^retike,  &  }?us  by  hise 

olde'  wiles  he  knytti]?  to-gidre  men  to  helpe  popis  &  cardinales, 

bi8chopeB'&  freres  to  crie  yis  as  bileeue;  &  freris  mouen 

lordis  &  ladies  to  defend  J^is  lawe  by  strong]^,  and  hi  }ds  gile 

The  Man  hold    }?ei  leden  lordis  as  a  man  ledi^  a  prisons;  &  cristis  secte  is 

made  por^,  &  ]?ise  four^  ben  enhaunsed  hi^e;  so  ^at,  but  if 

•[p.  1816  MS.]     c^st  helpe  his  secte,  fe  foure  new  wolen  brynge  *it  a-down; 

Sntofion^t    *°^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  knyttid  to-gidre  in  }?is  «wfessioun  fat  her 

Uttght^  ****    maister  ha}  taujt,  as  if  oon  seid  to  ano)?ur,  "helpe  me  her^,  & 

I  shul  helpe  ]?ee."     a  ]^u8  a  frer^  ]^t  is  a  canfeaaour  to  kyug  or 

to  a  duke  is  ympe  or  pere  to  a  bishop,  by  ]?e  feyning  of  f  is 

(^onfessioun,  for  }ei  seien  he  ledi]?  his  soule  eeuen  to  heuen  by 

Ladies,  too,  have  goddis  lawe.    and  qwenes,  duchesses,  and  ohw  ladies  han 

eonfesaon        of  ' 

great  same.  (jonfessours  of  grete  name,  for  as  J^ise  ladies  ben  felowes  to 
lordis,  so  her  (^onfessours  ben  felowis  to  o]^ur.  and  }xib  f  ise 
lordis  fat  shulden  be  free,  ben  oft  made  fral  hi  ygnoraunce 

1  tretee  MM.  '  omitted  Ca 
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^of  suche  (^onfessours^;  for  aseoylinge  of  sucbe  (^emfessours  ha]^ 

lytel  Y^tu  or  non ;  but  assoilyng  of  god  aftur  ]^at  a  mannes 

liif  is  worj^i  fordoJ?e  synne,  &  punyse)?  it  til  J^ot  it  be  fully  for- 

^yuen.     it  is  seide  commanly,  ]^at  coupabiluesse  of  synne  is  it  ii  commonly 

for-jyuen,  and  jit  J^at  synne  dwellij>  to  be  punysbid,  but  not  i«tion  the  guut 

for  to  be  dampned  in  belle.     &  al  ^is  J^ing  is  priuey  to  god,  ^^  jjjj^***^  ^ 

bo]7e^  to  know  it  &  to  do  it;  as  an  er^ly  lord  jyue]?  not  to  bis 

seruaunt  power  to  forjyue  bis  trespasse,  but  }at  be  doi]^  in 

bis  owne  wille,  &  make]^  bis  seruaunt  to  telle  it.      micbe 

more  god  of  beuen  forjyueJ>  synne,  wben  be  knowe)?  man  J^at 

be  is  wor^i  for  sorowe  of  berte  &  for  treue  seruyce  ]^at  be 

doi}^  aftur.     and  ^us  it  is  a  blasfemy  ]7at  (^nfessours  seyn  in 

^s  mat^,  ]7at  }ei  forjyuen  synne  don  ajens  god,  &  treten 

peyne  aftur  ber  lykyng.     Al  Jis  is  propur  to  god,  but  wbi  ^^**Jj^^^ 

sbulde  be  make  be»t  ber^  bis  felowis?  and  it  sbal  be  sbewed  ??',^*^®  ****"* 

aftur,  ^at  ]^is  beleue  may  not  be  grounded  ;  but  ^e  feende  is 

about  to  turne  falsebed  in-to  treu}7e,  and  tt^me  bope  in-to 

bileue,  &  dedis  of  bate  in-to  cbarite;   &  ]7us  fredam,  ^at 

Cfist  gaf  to  bise  cbildren,  be  wole  turne  falsely  in-to  ^raldam. 

for  now  it  is  a  lordly  Hng  to  bave  sicb  a  proper  <?onfessour,  it  is  the  fashion 

^  J'      ^  ^     ^  '  to  hare  a  private 

and  god  wot,  but  }e  lord  wot  not,  wber  be  be  a  feend  of  confessor. 

belle;  and  algatis  if  be  feyne  bym  power  to  assoyle  mor« 

^enne  be  ba}? ;  for  by  *sicfe  ypocrisie  may  be  drawe  be«i  bo^  •[?•  ^^  MS.] 

to  belle,  and  do  barme  to  }e  cburcbe  J^us  mor^  ]?enne  be  do}^e 

on  ^e  toJ>ur  syde. 

And  utt  it  semib  l^at  sucbe  pr^stis  bat  beren  (^onfessionns  O  7^  MM. 

Priests  that  bind 

obliscben  bem  folily  to  bere  bus  confessions ;  and  so  non  wer^  themselves     to 

hear  confessions 

discrete  prest  }7U8  sbryuyng,  as  ^e  popes  lawe  biddijr.     and  are  foolish, 
jitt  ]^e  pope  biddi^  in  bis  lawe  ]fat  conhsaours  be  discrete,  &  ^t  <»nfesrarB 
Jei  here  aloon  mennes  synnes;    but  it  seme^   vndiscretly  «««t. 
spoken,  for  it  wer^  better  ioyne  two  prestis  to  be  witnesse  of  fo^^i^^J^wr 
mannes  sbrifte.     for  two  witnessis  ben  bettre  J^enne  oon,  &  TOuks*^     "* 
mor*  acordyng  to  goddis  lawe;  for  bo)7e  in  J>e  oolde  lawe,  &  The  old  way  was 
in  }e  newe,  men  tolden  oommynly  ber  synne;  as  ]?at  }ee{^^7- 

i-i  omitted  MM.  »  but  CO. 
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tolde  in  }e  orosse  to  crist  hise  fordone  synne ;  he  sbroue  hym 
more  medef ally,  J^enne  don  ^  men  now  ^  ro  wnyng  with  prMtis,  for 
crist  telli]?  tn  }e  gospel  }at  he  behy^t  hym  }at  he  shulde  be 
wi]?  hym  ih  paradise  J^at  same  daye;  &  siotL  absolncion  ^aue  no 
pope  aftur  ])is  lawe.  &  if  ]7oa  seist  ]7at  no  man  wolde  shriue 
hym  at  oonys  to  many  pr^stis,  &  so  shulde  mannes  synne 
be  hidde,  &  many  dampned  }at  now  ben  saued.  Gertie  si]7en 
The   Bhame  of  bei  shulde  haue  shame  to  telle  her  synnes  bas  to  oo  prmt,  & 

confession,  .  , 

which  is  part  of  fia  shame  IS  }e  moost  part  of  penaunce,  and  make)?  penaunce 
be  greater.  moTe^  medeful,'  It  seme]?  it  wer^  mor*  medeful^  to  shrine 
togidrtf  to  twey  prestis.  hou  oft  ^auen  men  glorie  to  god 
shriuyng  to  mo  men  ]7enne  to  two ;  as  whenne  tweyn  prestis 
seien  nyje  masse,  many  shr3men  hem  to  bo]?e  to-gidre.  And 
but  }i{  ]?is  shrift  were  medeful,  ]?e  chnrche  vsed  it  wi^-outen 
cause,  and  ]?us  as  men  hiden  her^  synnes  to  shriue  hem  to- 
gidrtf  to  many  pr^tis,  so  many  men  hiden  here  synnes  to 
Priests  do  not    shriue  hem  to  oo  preest  alone.    And  siben  prratis  han  not  be 

kooir   how  to  ,  ^ ,  r        ^  j 

enjoin  penance    crafk  to  enioync  a  lust  penaunce,  it  seme]?  ]?at  ]?ei  ben  foolis 

to  take  so  grete  a  charge  vpon  hem ;  and  if  a  man  ]?at  slouj  a 

lord  shulde  be  hanged  for  ^his  de]?e/mortf  shulde  ]?at  leche  ]?at 

slou}  a  mannes  soule  be  hanged  of  god  for  his  foly.    see  we 

•[p.  182ft  MS.]     what  penaunce  was  ^snmtyme  enioyned  to  men  ^at  synneden 

They  give  lighter  greuously,  and  see  we  penaunce  nowe  enioyned ;  &  bise  two 

penance  than  of 

old.  a-corde  ful  litil,  and  as  lawers  moten  graunt  ]?at  ]?i8  penaunce 

writen  was  goode ;  so  ]?ei  moten  graunt  ]?at  synners  lynen  as 
longe  as  summe  of  hem  diden,  and  it  word  as  myche  nede  to 
leye  now  as  myche  penaunce  to  summe,  as  was  ]?enne  nede  to 
many  of  hem;  and  ]?us  noo  prest  ]?at  lyue]?  nowe  ha]?  ]?is 
craft  to  leye  euen  ]?is  penaunce.  what  wisedam  wer^  ]?enne 
to  make  ]?is  lawe,  or  prestis  to  take  ]?is  craft  on  hem  ?  and 
specialy  si]?  prMtis  ben  bound  en  on  grete  peyne  to  hele  ]?is 
It  might  be  good  synnc;  and  hit  my^t  fellen  in  many  caioe  ]?at  it  wer^  bo]?e 
conteiOTs.'^°^^  almes  &  nede  to  shewe  mennes  synne  ^at  ben  shriuen,  but 

i-»  omitted  CO.  »  omitted  MM.  8  nedefiil  CC. 
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wbi  shulden  pr^tis  ben  panysbed  berfore?    Hen  ban^  writen 
in  latyn  many  resouns  ageyne  J^is  sbrift. 

Men  dreden  bere  to  seie  J^e  treu]7ey  but  summen  ^enken  ^at  c™  s^  mm. 
it  standes  in  J^is;   }at  eanfession  made  to  god,  wi]?  wor)?i 
penannce  ioyned  ^erwi]^,  is  bett^  J^an  ]7is'  ^^onfessioun  made 
to  any  prest  or  pope,     but  I  wot  J^at  yiae  newe  ^onfessiouns  oonfenion    has 
ban  don  mycbe  good  in  ^e  eburcbe,  &  'pirwip  mycbe  barme ;  and  maeii  harm, 
and  god  woot  wbe)?^  was  mor^  of  bem.    and  it  is  certeyne 
}at  }is  newe  sbrifte  be-gan  by  ordynaunce  of  }e  pope,  for  no 
man  can  telle  ellis  bou  &  wbenne  )?i8  sbrifte  beganne,  and  )?is 
witnessi)?  ber  propwr  doctour  of  }e  popes  lawe  opynly;  and  so 
it  seme])  to  many  men  )?at  J'is  lawe  sbuld  not  be  bolden  as  it  should  not  be 
goddis  lawe  ne  eu^r  mor^,  but  in  )?at  tyme  wbenne  reson  of 
god  sbulde  moue  mennes  ^onsciens  ^at  ^is  ^onfessioun  wold 
don  hem  good,    and  if  any  man  aske  mord,  be  axi}  mor^ 
^enne  god  wole  axe,  for  god  ordeyne])  neu^  a  lawe  ne  men 
to  p^onrme  it  but  if  ]7is  lawe  wer^  grounded  in  resoun, 
and  men  sbulden  p^fourme  it  wi]?  wille;   for  ellis  it  wer« 
noo  meede'  to  do  it,  but  if  it  were  wilful  sumtyme;  and  }ui  ^is 
*  lawers  ban  nede  to  grounde  bis  lawe  vpon  reson,  &  to  tecbe  •[?.  i84  ms.] 

Lawyen  ihonld 

wbecbe  ben  able  prwtis  to  ber^  >U8  mennes  eanfeaaiovM:  for  Bhowgnmndin 

.  ,,  1  .         ,    .A^  reason  for  the 

ellis  sbuld  no  man  bi  sesoun  telle  }ns  bis  scbrifb  to  any  law. 

prdst.    and  }na  men  of  (conscience  wolen  not  telle  ber^  ]7us 

ber  synne  to  prdstis;  for  )?ei  seyne  }at  no  pr^t  is  able,  but  Menofoonscience 

oonly  orist,  to  berd  bus  sbriftes ;   and  if  eny  difPame  bem  or  !>»(  only  Christ, 

pursue  bem  by  jnB  lawe,  Jei  baden  sbewe  bem  an  able  prest  oonfteskms  thus. 

to  bere  }vl8  synnes  of  bem,  and  ^ei  wolen  ble]^y  sbryue  bem 

}xxs,  and  ellis  not,  as  }is  lawe  teobi]?.     but  wbot  prest  J^at  it 

be,  ^at  is  synM  &  couetouse,  &  proferi])  bim  ]7us  to  ber« 

mennes  scbrifte,  sbewi^  bimself  ynable  ^^by  ?  for  if  be  bad 

not  couetise  of  worldly  goodis  &  subiectioun  of  folk,  be  sbuld  if  priests  did  not 

ooTet  wealth  and 

pr^be  to  ye  puple,  &  leue  al  siobe  rownyng  If  at  is  un-  authority,   they 

,  ,  ,.-  -  would       lather 

gmndid ;  for  sicn  prM$bing  by  cnstis  lawe  made  many  men  pteaoh. 
to  leue  ber  synne,  but  I  rede  not  in  goddis  lawe  ^at  }iB 
rownyng  made  eu^  man  iust;  and  if  it  dide,  it  was  becase, 
1  MM  inserts  seen.       ^       >  anj  CC.  *  nede  GC. 
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as  a  wronge  may  sumtyme  make  rijt ;  and  algatis  sjnful  men 
]?at  han  prestis  suspect  of  couetyse  &  of  viikannyng  in  ^is 
craft  shuld  kepe  J^is  shrifb  fro  seclL  prestis.    but  begymie  we 

that  ta*  dwSf*  *^  ^^  P^P®'  *  **^®  ^^  ®^  dedly  synne,  &  hou  men  shulden 
JjJ^J^j^JJJ^*  know  ^ntricion,  &  whi  siohe  penaunce  shal  be  enioyned; 
JSiioT^oS  ^^  i*  ^^^}  ^0  ^^7  °ien  }at  aUe  >e  popes  &  }m 
^*and'  au  his  ^^^^^kis  kunucn  not  telle  on  of  J^ise  J^re ;  and  J^tfrfore  ]?ei  wolen 
e^rkicannoiteu  gj^^^g  ^^^  ^  ^  g«i*ral  schrifte  &  opyn  to  man  wole  >ei 
SonTeDo^ghr"  make,  &  J^ot  is  I-nowj,  so  ^at  it  come  of  ^ontrioion  &  treue 

penaunce  }at  men  speken  of. 
Cm  gin  MM.        For  it  were  not  to  ^yue  occasion  to  horde  synne  &  to  holde 

it,  J'tfffor  men  shulden  by  goddis  lawe  moue  men  to  forsake 
Anti^tet^  synne,  and  ]>U8  shulden  prestis  do  be  prmshyng ;  but  an^M^st 
ing.  ha])  suspendid  hit  now.    man  shuld  have  sorowe  of  his  synne, 

for  gretnesse  of  J^e  kynd  lord,  &  harm  of  loosing  of  his  grace, 

&  for  oblishyng  to  grete  peyne.  No  man  synne^  as  we 
•[p.  1846  MS.]     speken  her^  but  if  he  synne  ^a^en  god,  for  who  eu^  synne) 

not  ajens  hym,  be  his  trespas  neu^  so  myche  punyshed  here, 
AUdn  la  against  jj^  j^^y  ^^^  ^  dampued  in  helle  J^^ore,  andellis  it  wer^  no 
Men  are  often  synne  of  man.     &  but  men  punyshen  ofte  men    her^  in 

Snniihed        for  ^  ^      ^ 

eedsthatdonotmennes  courte  ful  greuously  for  dedis  >at  men  callen  tres- 

offendGod.  . 

passes,  &  ^tt  god  is  not  wro^e  for^  hem ;  but  it  may  fedle  oft 

Bins  against  o^  '^^  men  orreu,  &  punyshen  not  ]?e  trespasses  of  god,  ne  for 

"o^^^l^JJ^  ]>at  it  is  don  ajens  god,  but  for  mennes  wynnyngf ;  or  for  Jat 

it  misse-likij?  hem.    and  J^enke  we  hou  a  man  wole  meke 

him  to  a  worldly  lord  for  trespasse  don  to  hym ;  &  bi  onr^ 

fei]?  god  is  mor^  lord  wi]^outen  mesurt  )enne  any  er]?ly  kynge ; 

hnmWeOT?r9eWe8  ^^^'^^  ^®  shuldcu  be  meke  to  god  for  trespasses  ]>at  we  han 

for  onr  sins.       ^^^  ^  '^joi^  and  specialy  for  his  kyndenesse  )(rt  he  made  vs 

first  of  noujt,  &  si]^n  boujt  vb  fro  )e  fendes  prisoun,  ^  giue]r 

ys  aye  grace  in  alle  ourt  goodis ;  and  he  is  redy  to  jyue  vs 

^''  ^£2s  ^lisse,  if  we  semen  him  ptrfi^tly.    and  J7us  bo^  )e  gretnesse 

of  Yi&  lord  &  his  kyndenesse  shuld  meue  us  to  sorow  for  onrt 

synnes.     a  man  ha];  a  myche  forj^inkyng  for  leesyng  of  loue 

&  of  an  erj^ely  lorde;  whot  witt  or  treu^e  is  in  )at  man 

1  wi>GO. 
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]yat  sorowe)?  not  for  losae  of  goddts  grace  ?    we  han  sorowe 

for  losse  of  two  goodis,  of  worldly  goodis,  &  goodie  of  kynde ; 

and  ^itt  we  sorowen  to  lytil  for  lesyng  of  goodis  of  grace ;  & 

ptt  }ei  ben  )?e  moost  goodis  of  J^ise  ^re  goodis  ]7at  a  man  halpe. 

and  8i]7en  beleeue  techi]?  ys  J^ot  men  )?at  breken  goddis  hestis, 

&  maken  not  a-seej^e  ]^erfore,  moten  nedis  be  dampned  in  belle, 

Drede  of  ^is  grete  peyny  shuld  moue  men  to  sorowe  for  synne. 

&  ^os  ambrose  &  gregory  seyne  ^at  ]?enne  a  man  ha])  fully  Ambrose  and 

sorowe,  whenne  bym  displesi]?  fordon  synne,  &  not  eft  wil  what  true  re- 

synne  ageyne;  an  ]?as  is  J^at  man  contrite  of  synne,  j^at  he 

rngodeli  to  god  h&p  don,  J^at  be  ha^  p^t  wille  to  leue  it, 

and  for  no  Jing  wil  synne  ajeyne.    Jise  men  fat  ban  ♦a  litil  ^p.  i8«M8.] 

displesyng  &  ben  ful  nyj  to  synne  ageyne  ban  no  penaunce  of  Jjj^j^  ■**'^  *■ 

her  synne,  be  J^ei  nen^r  so  oft  I-shrinen ;  and  ]7us  }e  shrift  ]7at 

is  )?us  made  makef  men  hardy  to  synne  ajeyne,  for  <witricioun 

mat  be  groundid  in  sad  lone  of  ihegxi  crist,  so  ^at  contricioun 

seye  sad  sorowe  for  synne  }at  is  don,  and  sadde  loue  to  synne 

not  ageyne,  as  myche  or  mor^  as  was  likyng  to  synne.    and 

>i8  kunne  not  we  knowe  ful  o^rteyne,  but  ban  glymeryng  &  we  cannot  know 

•■  ''      ^  o  ^         rf    o        that  we  are  truly 

supposyng,  &  Jus  we  moten  Ijrue  herd  in  beleue  &  in  hope  to  contrite,bntmu8t 

crist,  y&t  ri}t  entent  &  goode  werkis  grounde  vs  in  hope,  }at 

crist  wole  saue  vs.    and  he  l^ot  trusti])  to  popis  buUes  orNotnuttobe 

1.  rt  1.       «         /.  placed  in  the 

assoyunge  fro  peyne  &  synne,  or  o]7ur  wordis  of  ^onfessours,  pope's  bnll^ 
fat  fei  feynen'  bisyde  goddis  la  we,  is  folily  disoeyued  in  hise 
bileue  &  in  hope,  &  fas  he  dispeyref ;  but  we  shulden  beleue  but  in  the  great- 
fat  grace  of  god  is  so  gret  &  plentyuouse,  fat  if  a  man  synne  gnuse. 
neu^  so  miche  ne  so  longe  in  his  lyue,  if  he  wole  aske  of  god 
m^cye  &  be  contrite  for  his  synne,  god  wole  for^3rue  him  his 
synne  wif  onten  siche  iapes  feyned  of  prestis.    but  be  men 
war  of  f is  perile,  fat  eontinuaunce  of  mannes  synne  wif outen  t^se  hardens  sin. 
sorowe  &  displesaunce  wole  make  his  synne  harde,  &  bereue 
him  power  to  sorowe  f^rfore,  &  to  gete  mercy,  and  f  us  men 
shulden  eu^  drede  synne,  &  flee  to  knytt  on  to  a-nof  ^ ;   for 
whenne  a  man  synkis  in  f  e  myre,  at  f  e  laste  he  may  not  helpe 
hym  self. 

^  eynen  CC. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


340  OF   CONFESSION. 

Cm  10m  MM.       It  were  to  witt  to  assoyle  skils  }^t  an^^orist  mski}  a;e»8 

^**hS^"*m  ^  ^^7^'     ffarst  lie  sei}  )at  heretikes  wolun  distruy^  J^e 

deBtroythesacra.  seuen  sacramentts  J  for  J?at  stondi]?  in  eonfesaoxin  of  mou^, 

Pnim  ixzi.  22.    &  sorow  of  hert,  &  a-aeet  makyng,  and  herfor  sei}*  david  in 

his  boke :  ''  }o\i  god  ^at  art  my  god,  I  shal  synge  to  ]^  in 

Tbettcrament  of  an  haipe."     an  harpe  ha]>e  }re  partis  of  hym ;  f  e  ou^rmost 

^^^^  in  whicfi  ben  stringis  wrastid,  }e  secouftde  is  ye  holow  part 

of  ]h3  harpe,  }e}  ridde  knytte^  J^ise  two  to-gidre.    Bijt  so  in  ^  ]^is 

sacrament  mut  be  (^ontricionn  for  fe  furst  part,  &  aftwr  a 

•[p.  1354  MS.]    man  mat  *  synge  to  god  in  voice  for  ye  secound  part,  and  ye 

^ridde  tyme  he  must  make  a-see^  &  knytt  yiee  two  partes 

to-gidre.    what  herityke  or  fool  is  he  J^at  wold  distru^e  ]?i8 

gosdy  harpe  ?  herd  men  seyen  J^at  trewe  entent  shuld  be  to 

declare  ri^t  belene,  hou  men  shulden  harpe  her«  to  god,  as 

david  did  &  oyer  seyntis ;  for  many  knnne  not'  wrast  yis  harpe, 

soch  flgnrative  &  oj7«r  knnne  not  harpe  wh«»ne  it  is  dijt.    Suche  wittis 

god^when  weU  gyuen  to  goddis  worde  ben  goode  whenne  J7ei  ben  wele 

SS  point  ^^  ^  taken ;  and  J7is  witt  Jat  her^  is  seid  tellij  J?at  a  man  shnlde 

shriue  hym  to  god,  &  mekiy  no  mynde  of  rownynge  shrift, 

^at  is  late  brou^t  inne  bi  ye  pope,    and  iche  man  yat  holdi^ 

beleeue  gronte]?  yat  a  man  shuld  shriue  him  to  god,  je,  &  to 

man,  bi  voice  of  mou]?e,  and  haue  sorow  for  his  synne, 

&  yerfoT  make  to  god  a-see];  for  synne ;  but  yia  is'  don  apertly 

to  prratis,  whm  yei  ben  good  &  louen  mor^  ye  heele  of 

The  courtesy  of  mennes  soules  benne  her  goodis  by  ooueytise.    but  her^  men 

Ooddoesnotaek  ^  o  j  j 

all  men  to  make  shulden  vndurstonde  yat  ye  ctirtesie  of  god  a8ki>  not  of  iche 

audible    oonfee-  '       ^  or 

sioD.  man  to  shriue  him  ]7us  by  voice  of  mou^;    for  as  many 

synnen  greuously  wi]^-inne  in  herte,  as  did  ye  fend,  so  many 
men  maken  asee]^  bi  sorow  of  herte,  ^at  may  not  speke  or 
wante])  oportunytee  to  shryue  hym  to  man  bi  voice ;  and  ri^t 

A  man  may  re-  SO  as  a  man  may  synne,  so  he  may  her^  make  aseebe ;  for 

pentallenUyaahe  J     J        '  J  j     » 

may  sin  aUentiy.  god  is  as  redy  to  fjue  mercy  as  he  is  redy  to  take  veniaunce. 
triste  wele  to  god  &  holde  his  lawe,  &  yenne  you  shriuest  )w 
wele  to  him;  &  synge  to  him  wi^  ten  stringis,  ya.t  ben 
kepinge  of  ye  ten  hestis ;  and  sorowe  of  trespasse  ajeyns  hem 
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ten  Bhal  wraste  yis  harpe  to  a-corde  welle.  and  many  men 
fallen  in  ]d8  wraatyng  &  in  gooetly  syngyng  aftur ;  and  so 
l^is  priaey  sorowe  of  herte  is  no  Bacroment  of  l^e  churcbe,  ne  secret  oonfeMioii 

is  no  ■ftonuneikt : 

priuey  rownyng  late  bronjt  inne,  for  saoromentis  ben  open 

&  knowen.    but  wbenne  a  man  wib  contrite  berte  sbriaeb  MumneBto  m 

open  tad  known. 

him  opynly  to  god  or  man,  ^enne  bis  voioe,  ^at  is  token  of  bis 

hooly  sorowe  of  berte,  may  be  eal*led  a  saorament,  as  men  •[?.  ise  ms.] 

knowen  ^at  disorinen  it.     &  yxxs  we  largen  in  sacromentisy 


for  iebe  good  sensible  dede  ]^at  we  don,  or  ^ot  spring!]?  of  in  another 
mannes  cbarite,  may  be  callid  a  sacrament;  and  ]?as  ]?re Mcmnents. 
reisyngis  of  dede  bodies  ^at  crist  dide,  as  ^e  gospel  telli]?, 
may  be  called  (re  sacromentis,  for  ]?re  tumyngis  of  man  to 
god.  Summe  men  t«men  to  god  wi]?-inne,  &  summe  aftur  ^at 
]?ei  ban  synned  wi^-outward,  and  summe  iro^Jiat  ^ei  ban^ 
synned  in  custom ;  and  ^us  }e  rysyng  of  ]?e'  lasar  was  a  grete 
sacrament,  as  men  reden  in  ^e  cburcbe.  and  an^^crist  may 
bigyle  foolis  bi  sio&  lewde  resouns  as  be  maki]?,  but  goddis 
lawe  telli]?  wele  }e  fidsbed  of  sucbe  resouns. 

And  }itt  gruccbe^  an^wjrist,  and  sei]?  ]?at  crist  telli]?  in  ^e  O  li^  MM. 
gospel  bow  crist  specified  to  petr^  to  ^yue  bym  )e  keyes  of  Keys  of  hearen 
beuen ;    and  so  petre  mut  bane  a  viker  ]?at  sbuld  specialy  and  so  to  hie 

Yioar. 

bere  ye  keyes,  and  ^ise  keyes  sbulden  opyn  &  bynde  to 
for-^yue  synnes,  and  opyn  men  beuen,  &  to  curse  o]?ur  men 
^at  don  a^en  goddis  lawe. 

Here  we  seyne  be  goddis  tecbyng  ]?at  micH  errour  is  in  ]?is 
poynt.     Summe  ben  so  ny;  beestis,  )?at  yei  yndurstonden  some  nen  fools 

enonffu  to  lluioy 

bodily  keyjes,  by  wbicbe  beuen  ^ates  sbulden  be  openid  and  materinikeyssnd 
stokune,*  &  petur  is  porter  in  ]?is  office,     ^e  secounde  errour 
in  fiB  poynt  is  mor^  p^relouse  in  ]?e  cburcbe,  for  pbaresees 
alargen  ber  browes  &  gogelen  fer^  fro  goddis  lawe ;  ^ei  seyn  phariieessaythb 
jTOt  ^ise  keyes  ben  goostly  witt«s  &  power,  jyuen  to  hem  to  s^tnai^^w^ 
bynde  &  assoile  men  afttir  ]?e  witt  approprid  to  bem;  and 
berby'  )e  fend  feyne^  oft  bi  bis  viker  an^crist  many  errours 
in  ^e  cburcbe,  &  do^e  mycbe  barme  to  foolis. 
Tbe  ]?ride  weye  of  bileene  sei^  ^at  ]?er  ben  many  key^s ; 
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B\}  cfiat,  }at  may  not  synne,  oaHle}  bo)e  }e  keyea  of  heuenes 
kiJwu3^eiSd  *  ^®  ^^^^  ^^  helle;  and  no  doute  to  grete  witt  >e  key€»  of 
power,  heuen  ben  Tndurstonden  witt  &  power,  }^t  pr^tiB  ban  to 

telle  men  ]^e  wille  of  god,  &  to  wurche  aftur  }iB  witt;  and  so 
•Tp.  iM»  MS.]    god  ^aue  to  petrv  bes  two  keies  for  him  &  hise ;  and  af*t«rward 

giTen  to  Peter, 

aftemrdstothe  god  jaue  to  ]?e  apostles  ^ee  two  ke^es  for  hem  &  hers,    and 

^08  an/Msrist  an^te  to  shame  to  chalenge  oonly  petres  keyjes, 

Without  Peter»«but  he  had  passyngly  witt  &  lijf  aftwr  petur;  for  if  he 

ffood^,   the  reu^rse  him  in  j^ise  two,  he  b  porter  of  belle  ^tes.    and  J^is 

of  l^ugatee.      witt  }at  Ofist  spoki]?  of  stondejy  not  in  mannes  lawe,  ne  in 

o^tcr  enrionse  lawes,  as  matematik,'  or  lawes  of  kynde,  but  it 

The  knowied^  stonde]?  in  goddis  lawe  to  holde  men  in  mesnr  ]?erof,  &  to 

law.  teche  oristen  men  boa  ]^ei  sbulden  lyne  to  god  &  man,  & 

not*  wnSif^S   ^°^®  ^  beuen.    and  I  dar  not  seie  for  drede  of  god,  }at  j^is 

absoiuUon,        power  stonde]?  in  assoilyng  &  ctirsyng  as  men  practisen  to- 

daye ;  for  petre  forfendid  to  ctcrse,  &  vsed  not  jus  assoilynge ; 

but  In  teaehinff,  but  by  autorite  of  god  to  prtfche  &  to  teche  cristis  weie,  &  to 

preaobingandre-  #  o  *: 

proTing.  repreue  wicknd  men  bo]?e  in  word  &  in  dede;  }atBemep  to  be 

]?e  power  ]?at  god  jaue  petur  &  his  felowes.     and  it  seme]?  to 

many  men  }at  if  a  prmt  presume  for  pride  }at  he  ha^ 

passyngly  ]^is  power,  in  ^at  he*  shewi^  ]7at  he  wanti]?  it ;  but  it 

seme]?  }at  iche  prest  ^at  telli]?  trewly  J?e  lawe'  of  god  ha^  ]?is 

power,  more  or  lesse,  aftor  ]?at  god  wole  }3rae  him,  &  mennes 

rules  or  mennes  chesing*  ben  not  gospel  in  ^is  poynt,  ne  any 

beleue  ]?at  ]?ei  ben  so^e,  if  ^e  gospel  grounde  hem  not ;  and 

]?erfortf  kepe  wele  goddis*  lawe,  &  lyue  ^oa  in  bileue  of  crist. 

and  ]?as  sumwhat  bi  }iae  wordis  may  an^ristis  resoun  be 

asoyled.    But  we  suffioen  not  to  shewe  now  ]?e  erroors  ^at 

ben  grounded  in  ]?is  mater. 

Cm  i2m  MM.       But  ^itt  arguo]?  an^Mrist  }at  ]?is  sentence  is  heresie,  for 

Chrirt  teat  tbe  crist  bad  ten  loprouso  men  go  &  shewe  hem  to  ^e  prdstis ;  and 

prieet!^  arra-  hi  1?is  he  tauat  opynly  lot  it  nedi>  to  be  shriuen  at  prmtis, 

meat  for  thrA.         /  ^      v-  -  /  x-  v   j.       u  -^       u   i.    * 

and  to  ]?is  onst  gaue  prratis  power,  but  wherto  but  to 
Aostyn.  assoyle  ?    Here  men  seyne  aftnr  austyn,  ]?at  no  witt  of  holi 

1  makamete  GC.  >  omitted  CO.  '  ^^e  MM. 
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vritt,  but  if  [itj  be  literal  witt,  proue^  ou^t  by  autorite  of  it ;  seriptorai  proof 
but  ye  iitecal  witt  is  yis :  cnst  bad  ten  leprouBe  men  go  &  uterai  uMuing. 
abewe  bem  to  prdstis,  as  it  was  boden  in  ^e  *olde  lawe,  but  •[?.  is?  mb.] 
yise  prMtis  in  ^e  oolde  lawe  assoiledeii  not  rownyngly,  as  we 
don  nowe,  but  bi  signes  of  goddis  lawe  l^ei  sheweden  wbecbe  Tbeiapmthowed 

tbOIDtMTtS  to  too 

men  weren  leprouse,  &  wbic&  weren  not  leprouse,  and  to  her  priest    m    the 

,  Jodge  of  leiQtMy 

lugement  shulden  men  stonde.  but  crist  taujt  in  }ia  gospel  yat  ^ff^l^  ^  ^* 
he  cam  not  to  destru^e  J^e  lawe,  but  to  fulfille  it,  as  be  telUy 
be-fortf  bi  mathewe ;  and  to  Jds  entente  orist  bad  ^e  mesels  Matt  ▼.  i7. 
go  and  shewe  bem  to  prestis.    and  ^us  freris  my^ten  telle  ^e  Frianmightthiu 
puple  yat  boly  writt  ha^  mystily  ^  Hs  witt  what  eutfr  ^ei  wolen  pieued  oat  of 

ooriptore* 

seye ;  and  ^us  men  tellen  ^at  fireris  tellen  j^at  what  treu]?e 
yat  }ei  seyne,  if  it  be  noteful  to  }e  puple,  J^enne  ^at  trew^e 
is  }e  gospel ;  and  J^as  alle  synnes  ]?at  ^e  freris  don,  or  any 
trew^e  ^at  [)ei]  may  tecbe  men  is  ]?e  gospel  of  crist.  but 
god  forbede  yat  it  wer^  so ;  for  no  drede  J^ise  mennes  defautis 
ben  so^e,  &  it  is  profitable  ^at  ^ei  ben  knowen  to  )?e  puple, 
lest  yat  iei  disoeyue  hem.    bus  men  yndtfrstonden  not  l^e  Men    oumot 

undentandtbe 

gospelle  of  ibtffu  crist  but  ^ei  taken  J^e  lettir  y^-off,  &  aftur  gospel  unlets 
yndurstonden  it  Tp  J^e  grammer,  and  seyntes  ban  taujt  ^at '  uteraUy. 


yat  furst  witt  is  }e  gospel,    and  gyue  we  to  ado^rsaries  ber^  j^at  onnt  that  men 
men  shulden  goo  &  shewe  hem  to  prmtis,  for  so  men  diden  themaeiyestotbe 
bifore  tyme  bo^e  in  }e  oolde  lawe  &  in  ^e  newe,  but  hou  ^bKiitogiy**"* 
shulde  men  take  of  Jds  to  roune  wip  prMtis  &  )us  to  be 
assoiled?  and  marke  we  wele  ]?i6  gospels  witt,  &  it  seme^ 
opyn  }firhj  J?«t  fise  ten  cammen  not  to  }e  prdstis;  for  orist  S'*bfhe5ed'*of 
he-ledde  hem  by  }e  weye,  and  so  Jis  gospel  teohif  vs  hou  ^rig?^**ifeaied 
orist  him  self  clensiy  of  synne ;  &  to  him  is  yis  thanke  propur,  Thn^  to  Christ 
&  ney^ur  to  pope  ne  oonfessour;  for   crist  takej  a-wei  fo  ^4  gt^*"****^ 
synne,  &  J^ei  not,  but  disceyuen  men ;  &  ^us  men  shulden  be 
aliens,  as  was  Jis  Samaritan,  and  tume  ajen  &  ^anke  crist,  &  ch31?*^d^not 
not  gyue  money  to  Jise  prMtis ;  for  crist  wole  assoyle  men  ^^"'***^  *** 
wele,  al  if  ^ei  gon  not  ^us  to  rome.    for  crist  bi  his  godhed 
is  in  iche  place   of  ^e  worlde,  and  bi  ^at  he  take^  away 

»  instty  CO.  «  &  CC.  »  wist  CC. 
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344  OF   CONFESSION. 

mi^epununi^  Bynne  wbenne  he  maki]?  men  able  }>^-to ;  &  pilgrimage  wij^ 
to  Borne.  gj^h^  offryngB  vnabli])  me»  oft  to  be  assoyled  of  god. 

S"  im  MM*  *^^^  ?itt  argue]?  an^crist  }at  lames  biddi]?  me»  sbriue 
Antfchriat's  her  synnes;  and  no  drede  god  biddif  bi  lames  }at  iche 
c^»B*oiJerto  ^^^^  ™*^  do  80 ;  &  }>at  pr^tis  shuld  assoyle  me»  techi)r 
w«^^««ipJ~to  crist  in  }e  risynge  of  lazar,  for  crist  bad  to  hise  apoetliB  fat 
^i^to  ihoaid  y^^  shulden  vnknytt  his  bondis.  and  Jus  men  shriuen  ia 
Men^omfesMd  at  ^^tis  tyme,  whenne  Ion  baptist  washed  hew.  why  shuld 
john'8bi«ti«n.  n^i;  jjtt  men  do  so,  bi  }e  fourme  of  holy  churche  ? 

Her^  men  seyne  J^at  it  wer^  good  to  holde  ye  fourme  of 

AMwer.  hooly  chuFche,  as  men  diden  before  Jat  tyme  fat  Je  fend  was 

Tnbounden  &yia  lawe  made,    for  fenne  crist  assoiled  )?lcker 

men  Jenne  he  dide  affcur  fo  tyme  of  Jis  lawe.    and  to  fe  first 

autorite  )?at  is  aleggid  of  lames  epistle ;  men  shulden  merke 

few  *"  ?M  ^  ^^^  lames  biddi])  }at  men  shulden  shrine  ich^  to  o}ur  Je 

another.  synnes  fsX  yei  fellen  inne,  &  Jus  Jei  shulden  knowleche 

mekeli  Je  freelte  fat  Jei  weren  inne,  and  not  oon  feyne  as  aa 

ypocrite  }at  he  wer^  mord  hooly  before  a-noJ««r,  &  had  v^rta 

to  forjyue  synne.     &  Jis  worde  fat  lames  spekij  makij  not 

for  Je  emp^rour  pr^latis;  for  bi  Jus  word  Jat  lames  spekij 

iche  man  shulde  shrine  him  to  his  brojtir,  and  knowleche 

mekely  Je  freelte  Jat  he  is  inne.     si)?  crist  seij?  fat  iche 

man  Jat  hije)?  himsilf  shal  be  lowid,  hou  shuld  not  Jise 

e«np«rour  prelatis  be  lowid  bi  Je  sentence  of  crist,  sij  Jei 

hi^en  hemsilf  wij-outen  skil  of  Jing  Jat  is  approprid  to  crist  ? 

and  Jus  Jise  emp^-our  prelatis  synnen  ajen  Jis  worde  Jat 

lames  biddij.     And  as  a-nentis  Je  secound  worde  Jat  crist 

TJ««Me    ^f  bad  to  hise  apostlis  whenne  he  had  qwickened  lazar,  he  brou^t 

•^ee^to*Sin»5f  ^^^  ®^^  ^^  ^^®  scpulcrtf  al  kuyttld  in  hise  bondis,  &  bad  hem 

•pfpitMOi&e   **'  ^  vnbynde  hiw.     pis  mysty  witt  of  Jise  dedis  tellij  vnto 

true  men  Jat  crist  approprij  to  himsilf  to  qwiken  dede  men 

but  learea  men  gostly,  &  to  make  hem  stondc  in  grace,    but  utt  crist  leuej 

•tUlboondinevil  -       -,       ^  -  ah. 

habite,  boudis  of  synues.  Jot  ben  yuel  costoms  to  falle  in  synnes,  and 

^lj^-iMM8.j  crist  ♦biddij  apostlis  &  prratis  to  vnknytt  Jise  bondis  1h 
■^oj^ '^o**®  trewe  probing,    but  Jis  office  is  dispised'  &  cristes  owne 

ing. 

^  suspended  MM. 
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OF   CONFESSION.  345 

office  is  misse-taken ;  for  now  prmtis  pr^chen  not  to  J^ise  men 

^t  ben  oann^rtiA  bi  grace  of  crist,  but  ^el  seyn  ^ei  fordon 

Bjnne  and  J^at  is  mor^  ^enne  any  pr^bynge,  and  }\ib  J^ei  gon 

bifortf  cristy  &  leuen  ^e  maundement  ]?at  he  biddi]),  and 

an^tfcrist  can-not  dispreue  yiB  witt  bi  resoun  ne  godis  lawe. 

And  as  a-nentis  )?e  ]^ridd  worde,  )?at  men  J?at  weren  baptized  P^®^'^""^iJ 

of  lone  tfonfesseden  here  synnes,  &  so  shulde  we ;  I  graunt  J?!J^di°  J^ 

fis  word   J7at  is  seid,   but  }e  gospel  seij?  nej7ir  fat  }ei  ^  'oim. 

shrouen  her  synnes  to  Ion,  ne  bi  J^is  rounynge  to  pr^stis. 

but  it  is  lickly  'pat  ychone  of  hem  shryuen  mekely  his 

synne  to  o]?«r,  and  so  her  baptym  was  medeful.^    &  so  what 

man  shryue]?  him  mekely  to  god  or  to  man,  no  drede  god 

for^yuef  him  his  synne,  &  ^y^e]?  him  grace;   but  ])is  fallef 

not  euer  mor^  whenne  a  man  shriue)?  him  to  }e  emp^our 

clerk;  ^e,  if  he  shriue  him  to  }e  pope.     &  J? us  alle  autorites 

'pat  ben  founden  in  goddis  lawe,  pat  ^techen  J^at^  men  shulden 

shriue  hem,  ben  to  graunt  to  pis  witt ;   pat  men  shulden  au  scripton 

.    teaches  to  oonfeM 

shriue  hem  to  god,  and  in  case  to  her  brobur,  whenne  it  to  God,  and  to 

'  ,  man  if  It  be  pro- 

"pro&tip  to  hem.     but  an^crist  shulde  sliame  herd  pat  if  men  flubie. 
shulden  ];us  shriue  hem,  penne  J^ei  shulden  telle  pe  emp^rour 
olefkis  in  her  eeris  alle  her  synnes,  &  do  what  ]^ei  bidden 
hem  do,  for  ellis  god  wole  not  assoile  hem.     if  ])ou  be  a  pr^t 
of  cristis  secte,  holde  pe  payde  of  his  lawe  to  teche  his  puple 
cristfs  gospel,  al  if  Jou  feyne  pee  no'  mor^  power ;  for  crist  ha]>  Jjj^  '^^^  wl 
jyue  power  I-nowe  to  his  pr^is  to  teche  his  chnrchd ;    &  ^^^^  *®  •«~»^» 
enioyned  hem  sich*  office  )at  jyuej?  hem  not  occasioun  to^^Jjl^^g 
synne.     &  ]>us  power  pat  prMis  ban  atandep  not  in  trans-  Sj*the*HSrtror 
Bubstansinge  of  'pe  oste,  ne  in  makyng  of  accidentts  for  to  Stend°'o?^them! 
stonde  bi  hemsilf ;  for  piB  power  graunted  not  god  to  crist  ne  apan  ftvm  rab- 
to  any  apostle,  and  so  crist  haj?  speoiali  power  to  do  awey  ******* 
menn^  synne ;   &  J?ise  miracles  pat  hen  feyned  J^at  no  man  2a?*catt^*'^S 
may  see  ne  knowe,  as  J>ei  waxen*  wttAout  profit,  so  ]>ei  ban  no  JJ^roflticMMd 
grounde  in  god.  groundie*. 

Explicit  troc^^tf  '  de  confesstbne  &  penitencia.' 
1  nedeful  GC.  '-^  omitted  CC.  *  omitted  CC. 

*  weren  MM.  ^-»  only  in  MM. 
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XXIV. 


OF  FAITH,  HOPE  AND  OHARITT. 


Hb.  Abvold  thonght  this  tract  not  improbably  the  work  of  Wyclif,  but 
did  not  print  it,  because  he  "  found  it  to  be  a  remarkably  dull  composition 
and  to  contain  not  a  single  new  idea.''  He  may  not  be  alone  in  this 
severe  judgment ;  but  after  seyeral  fiercely  polemical  tracts,  it  is  almost 
a  relief  to  come  upon  a  specimen  of  Wydirs  simple  evangelical  teaching. 
Even  here  his  foes  are  not  forgotten,  and  his  attack  on  the  friars,  and  on 
their  teaching  as  to  the  Eucharist,  marks  the  tract  as  a  late  one.  I  have 
very  little  doubt  that  it  is  authentic. 

There  is  a  curious  reference  in  Chapter  lY.  to  Antinomian  opinions, 
which  we  should  not  have  expected  to  be  prevalent  among  Wydif 's  hearers. 

Copied  from  the  HS.  at  Kew  College,  Oxford  (Q),  and  collated  with 
the  Dublin  MS.  CC. 
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Chap.  I.]  oF   FAITH,   HOPB  AKD  CHABITT.  847 


♦Sicnt  enim  corptw  sine  spnYa  moritar  ita  op^ra  sine*^^****^^-^ 
fide,  iacobi  3**.  fides  sine  operibus  mortua  est.^ 

l^Capitulum  primum.'] 

For  it  is  seide  in  holdynge  of  oure  haly-day  ]^at  we  schulde 
ocnpie  }e  tyme  in  pr^hynge  *  and  pr«ynge*  and  deuoute 
herynge  of  J?e  lawe  of  god,  and  ouer  Jis'  many  freris,  as 
bastardis  to  goddis  lawe,  tlBllen  iapes  or  lesyngis  &  leeuen  ^e 
gospel ;  herfore  schulden  men  leme  of  J7re  good*  vertnes,  J?at  ^^J£*^^SJ2* 
ye  gospel  of  poule  clepij?  feif ,  hope,  &  charite.    ffeij?  is  )?e  '^^^^^  ^^ 
ground  of  alle  o}er  virtues ;  &  J?^-fore  poule  clepij?  it  schelde  Sf  J^^^^^f 
of  alle '  cristen  men.     ffor  amonge  sixe  armtires  noon  is  more 
nedeful.    but  feib  may  be  taken  on  manye  manures.    %  Sum  DUDBrent  mean. 

'^         ^  '  "        ^    ingsof  theword 

tyme  feip  is  clepid  }e  truthe  ]?at  men'  trowen,  &  so  }&r  is  *&ith.' 

a  comune  fei^  to  alle  cristen  men.      ^Sum  tyme  fei]?  is 

clepid  y^tu  J^at  maken^  trewe  men,  &  so  eche  trewe  man 

haj?    diutfrse    fei)?.     and    sum    tyme    fei^    is  .clepid    oure 

trowynge  in  werkys.     and  by  ]?es  ]7re  membris  may^  J?ou 

knowe  goddis  lawe  J^at  speki]?  of  fei]?  on '  diu^rse  manges. 

seynt  poule  clepi]?  fei]?   ground  of  goostly  ]7ingb  ]7at  men 

scbulden  hope  to  haue  in  heuen ;  and  here  men  ^®  seen  hem 

not,  but  trowen  hi  word  of  god,  if  }ei  ^^  seruen  him  treuly,  to 

haue  hem  in  heuen.    and  so  specialye  by  fei]?  ben  men  made 

trewe  *  to  god ;  and  whos[o]  fayli]?  in  feip  he  is  fals  to  god,  *Cp-  is46  ms.] 

&  tristi]?  not  to  hijs  treuthe,  as  he^en  men  don  not.    and 

herfore  seith  seynt  poule  ^at  cristen  menntw  fei]?  is  mene  of 

alle  hertf  gode  werkis"  J^ot  ^ei  here  don.    ffbr  seyntb  by 

iei}  discoumfiteden  rewmes,  ^he  ]7e  rewmes  of  ]?e  fende ;  &  [Heb.  zi.  ss.] 

J'at  is  more  maistri  J^an  wyn  rewmes  of  men,  for  enemyes  ben 

moo  &  more  koynte  ^  in  ^er  dedis  hi  wylis  of  here  capteyns. 

1  no  text  in  00.      *-»  omitted  00.    *  omitted  00.  «  goddis  00. 

•  omitted  00.       •  we  00.       ?  nuiki>  00.       ■  maist  00.      *  in  00. 
io_.io  omitted  00.  "  werUds  Q,  yertuee  00.  "*  qneynt  00. 
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^  &  J?u8  seyntis  ban  wroujt  taire  &  last  dedis,^  for  noman  may 
God  cannot  be    laste  in  haide  lif  for  god  but  if  he  haue  fei>,  bi  whicbe  be 

■erred  witlioat     .       ,,  ,      , 

faith.  lastip  so;  ne  noman  may  s^rae  blis  of  god  btlt  if  be  haue 

feij?,  bi  wbicbe  be  serui]^  it;  and  scbortly  noman  synni^ 

a^enus  god  but  if'  be  fayle  in  fei]?,  ]^at  groundi])  goddis 

Jffyour'hat  to^!  werkis.     f  as  if  }on  baddiat  a  lettre  J7at  Ji  kynge  sent  >eo 

SK^^thlkin?!®'  "^^^^  ^1^  ^y*  priney  seele,  &  worschipid  >ee  mycbe  &  bijt 

Jee  greet  eritage  to  be  at'  bijs  retenu  &  serue  bym  treuly, 

you  woldest  don  of  )?in  boode  and  kisse  bijs  seel  for  bope  of 

rewarde.    god  is  micbe  more  ^an  ^ny  lord  of  ertbe ;  be  sent 

a  lettre  to  man  by  moyses  bijs  messang^re,  J^at  is  more  wor]? 

nSnte^tettfer  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^'  cardynal.    bijs  lettre  is  bijs  mawndementis, 

throiighioiw*^  &  grace  in  moyses  soule  is  bijs  priue  seel,  bettw  }en  eny 

kyngb  signe.     %  bijs  sendee  is  lijt  &  bijs  eritage  is  mycbe, 

for  it  is  ye  blis  of  beuen  lastynge  'wiJ?-outen  ende/  and 

bere-of  schulden  men  not  fayle  wi)^-oute»  greet  forfeture. 

take  *  bed  to  menntw  fei]?  bow  bisily  ^ei  traaeylen  for  godes 

&  worscbip  of  J^e  worlde,  &  leene  traueyle  to  god,  &  ^oa 

mayst  wel  see  yat  My  teiliy  bem. 


Capiiulum  2°*- 

Faith  may  fldi  in  1°*  T)^^  ^^  ^^  manures  may  mennns  My  fayle.     Sum 

1.  By^^oit.  fj  faylen  in  My  for  defaute  of  it ;  as'  men  yst  trowen 

not  to  god  yat  be  wil  reward  bem  of  ye  blis  of  beuen  for  ber 

2.  It  may  be  too  trewe  s^oice.     2°.  IF  sum  men  faylen  in  feiK  for  it  is  so 

thin,  io  that  it  u  j  tj 

cannot reaist the  bynne,  &  'eke  li}t'  to  periscbe  wib  dart  by  sau^t  of  bin 

dafta     Oi      the 

enemy.  enemye;  as  men  ^at  ben  assaylid  by  ber  flesobe  or  by  ^e 

world,  or  in  lustis  or  in  peynes  jyuen  it  vp  to '  sone,  for  litil 
trist  yat  yei  ban  in  mode  of  ber  lord,  and  berfore  cnst 
often  tymes  repronyde  bys  apostiis  for  litilnesse  of  ber  fei]?, 
.wban  ]?ei  fayleden  to  trist  on  bym.     3^  ^ and  sum' faylen  in 

1-1  omitted  Q.  *  omitted  Q.  >  omitted  Q. 

«-«  for  eutre  CC.  *  Q.  inserts  we.  *  of  KK. 

1^1  ee>  CC.  >  omitted  Q.  *  sommefi  CC. 
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Chap.  IU.]  OF  FAITH,   HOPE   AND  CHARITY.  349 

hertf  fei^  J^at  han  her  soheld  holLd/  &  by  spere  of  here  enemje  s.  ThasUeidmay 

^ei  ben  often  kylde ;   &  ben  suche  men  J^at  trowen  many «.«.  faiui  may  be 

trowbes,  &  in  snm  *hei  faylen  as  men  ont  of  her^  feib :  for  po&ts. 

as  he  )?at  byndi])  hym  to  kepe  goddis  hestis  mnt  kepe  hem 

alle,  as  seynt  lames  sei)?,  so  he  J^at  byndi])  him  to  fei])  of  hijs  [jameeii.  lo.] 

god,  mnt  kepe  it  al  hoole  stifly  &  in  ordre.    £Ebr  if  J?i  schelde 

were  at  M  backe,  hou  myjtist  sone  be  kilde.    for  he  fendes  of  ThederiUbeUeTe 

but     hare     not 

helle  trowen  alle  pat  we  trowen,  but  hem  fallen  chante  to  obarity. 

bynde  her  schelde  in  ordre,  &  herfore  ben  ]?ei  dampned  by ' 

her  defourmed  scheeld.     %  &  herfore  schulden  we  trowe  alle  We  most  beiiero 

.        all    the   law  of 

Je  lawe  of  god,  &  trowe  J?at  it  is  tre  we  by  en^  port  of  it ; »  God. 

for  if  y<m  trowe  myche  of  it,  &  trowist  ^at  sum  is  fals,  by  J^is 

hoole  of  yi  schelde  art  }oxi  deed  to  god;   ^as  freris  J^at 

trowen  many  articlis  of  J?e*  treuthe  &  faylen  in  ^  treuj^e  Frian  fSfdi  in  be- 

of  }e  sacrid  boost,  schal  be  dampnyd  herfore  But  if  J^ei  Hoet, 

tume  a^en  &  trowe  in  wordes  of  crist,  ^at  sei]? :    '<  J^is  is  my 

bodye."    but  nowe  freris  trowen  noh&r  hat  bis  cost  is  brede  which  they  be- 

^  i-      r      /  Uevetobeneither 

ne  Je  *  bodye  of  crist,  ne  ne}er  of  j^is  may  be ;  but  orist  seij  brwdnorchrtofs 

surely:*    "]>is  breed  is  my  bodye,"      but  hou  ar  }ei  not 

heretikis  ]7at  trowen  a^en  crist  here  ?    ^  and  }ut  eu^ryche  man 

ha]?  a  manar  of  feij?,  syn  eche  man  trowiJ^J^at  god  &^  alle 

J^ingis  ben,  but  hijs  iei}  is  rente  in  porticuler  erroures  ]?at 

trowi}  fals  of  f  e  feij?,  by  any  part  of  it.    and  so  cure  good 

god  byndi^   ts  not  to  eu^more  trowen  &  specyaly  eche  oeneni  beUef 

enough. 

article  of  be  treube,  for  sum  ben  so  sutil  bat  first  in  blis  of  Some  artioies  00 

,  iubtle    that  we 

heuen  seyntis  schulen  knowe  hem  bat  now  greln^raly  trowen  s^^w  know  them 

•'  X  ou  J  V  lint  In  heaven. 

hem.  for  if  ]70u  trowist  in  ]\  god,  ]?at  trowj^e  wil  suffice  J^ee ; 
but  noman  trowi]?  in  god  but  he  J'at  loue]?  him  &  hope^ 
by  his  good  lif  to  haue  *]?e  blis  of  heuen.* 

^  \^Cap%tulum  3~] 

HOpe  is  \e  secounde  t^u  }^t  god  himself  azi]?,  &  is  ful 
diuersefrofeiJ^J^atwehanspokunof.  fforfei|?isof]7ingusBtfferenee  be- 

t^WOOQ  Hqp^  sod 

]?at  was  &  ben  &  schul  be,  but  hope  is  al  only  of  ]?inges  ]?at  Faith. 

»  holde  Q.  »  for  CO.  »  b«--of  CC.        *  omitted  Q. 

*  onrittod  OC.       •  8o>U  OC.        ''  m  Q.  *-*  bliase  of  god  CG. 
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ben  to  come,  as  we  trowen  J^at  god  made  ]?e  world  of  nonjt, 
&  we  trowen  ^at  crist  is  now  bodily  in  henen,  &  scbal 
en^rmore  be  aftw  Je  '  day  of*  dom.  ^also  feij?  is  bo]>e  of 
gode  ]7ing  &  euyl,  bo]?e  of  him  ]?at  ha]?  fei]?  &  of  oper 
creaturis,  but  hope  is  al  only  of  hym  }at  ha]?  hope  and 
only  of  good  ]?inge  in  ^e  blis  of  heuen.    as  we  trowen  }at 

•[p.  1266  MS.]  many  men  schul  ♦be  dampned  in  helle,  &  }?at  many  ojur 
schnl  be  saned  in  henen;  bnt  no]?ur  we  hopen  )?is  damp- 
nactbn  ne  ]?is  salnacion,  for  we  hopen  al  only  ^at  towchi]? 
core  owne  blis.  and  so  trowthe  of  cnsten  men  pntti^  hem 
owte  of  dowte,  &  maki]?  hem  so  snrely  trowe'  here  bilene, 
]?at  ]?ei  schalden  stonde  for  ]?is  tren]?e,  to  dee]?  of  her^  bodye. 

Noubene.  ^but  80  it  is  not  of  hopo.  if  we  looken  wel,  as  ne^^  we 
witen  ne  we  trowe  now  to  be  sauyd,  &  }hit  we  hopen  it 

Hope  islets  than  wi]?-outen  ony  dowte.     and  so  hope  is  werke  of  sonle  bi-ne)e 

belief  or  IcnoW'* 

ledge,  but  aboye  onre  bilene,  &  so  by-nethe  knowynge  bnt  a-bonen  doutinge. 

doubt. 

and  so  hope  of  er]?ely  ]?inge  is  not  y^tn  of  hope,  but 
comunely  it  smacchi]?  synne,  for  it  letti]?  hope  of  heue». 
and  so  it  is  aU  diu«rse  to  hope  and  to  trowe;  bnt  J?is  is 
a  sntil  mat^  to  clerkis  for  to  knowe,  but  comune  *  sentence 
her^-of '  sufici^  to  o]?nre  men. 


Capitulum  4""- 

[B]yt  si]?  ^  philosopheres  seyn  ]?at  contraries  ban  oon  lore, 
fei]?  and  hope  techen  vs  to  knowe  contraries  of  hem.  £Eei) 
ha]?  in  fidelite  contrarie  to  him,  and  hope  ha^  desp^rac^on 
as  his  controrie.  and  as  fei]?  is  ground  of  aUe  o^ur  vertues, 
so  i»-fidelite  is  ground  of  alle  o^ur  synnes.  ^and  herfor 
sei^  crist  ^at  god  schal  reprone  ]?e  worlde  first  of  ^is  synne, 
for  it  grou9idi]?  alle  opere,  *  wan-hope  of  men  is  a  greet  synne, 
for  noman  is  dampned  wi]?-outen  ]?is  wanhope.  for  he  ]?at 
lasti]?  in  ]?is^  synne  to  his  lynes  ende,  and  ha^e  no  sorowe 

1-1  omitted  CC.  '  thorowe  Q.  >-'  speche  CC. 

«  omitted  OC.  *  Q  intertB  for.  •  hyi  Q. 
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of  hijs  synne  ne  hope  to  hane  for^u[n]es,  he  synne]?  a^en  J^e  Despair  is  the  da 

holy  goost ;   ]?at  neuer  schal  be  for^ifen  him,  uo^&r  in  ^ib  cSm?.         °  ^ 

worlde  ne  in  ]?e  toj^ur,  as  crist  him  silf  sei]?.     and  many  }&r  [Matt,  ih,  si.] 

ben  ]?at  synnoD  in  ]7i8  synne  longe  bifore  ]?ei  dien.    ^but 

]7anne  it  lasti]?  eu^e,   as  echo  man  J^at  god  knowi]?  to  be 

dampned  in  helle,  hen}  eu^e-lastinge  synne  a^en  J^e  holy 

gost;    for  as   ]?e  holy  gost    is    ]?e  laste    p^rsone  of   god, 

ait^  whom  come]?  noon  cij^ur,  so  it  is  of  ]?is  synne.    ffor  no 

*  man  may  synne  aft^  bis  last  ^  synne.     ^  and  so  by  two  weyes  •[p.  126  ms  ] 

I)icBpair  may 

fallen  men  in  despeyre.     1^.  Sum  for  bei  trowen  not  in  be  come  from— 

^      «    f      ,  ^"»r^'       n^  n  .    1.  Not  believing 

mtfrcy  of  god ;  &  }eQ  ben  cayms  childird  &  seyn  her  synne  is  in  God's  mercy. 

more  }&n  her  dissert  is  to  s^me  blis  or  ellis  goddis  m^cy. 

2^.  and  snm  synnen  in  dispeyre  a^entM  rijtwisnes '  of  god ;  2.  Not  beiievinfr 

as  }?es  ]?at  seyn  in  her  lif :    "  late  me  synne  ynowe,  for  god  punish  sin. 

wole  neudre  lese  ]70t  he  ha]?'  dere  bou^t."    and  so  alle  ]?at 

schul  ben  dampned  ben  eu^re  more  in  synnyng  ajen  ]?e  holy 

gost,  &  eu^re  in  despeyringe.    ^  as  if  a  man  drof  ^ontinuely 

in-to  ]?e  er]?e  a  stake,  til  he  were  in  dispeire  }&t  he  my^t 

drawe  it  yp.    ]?e  stake  is  ]?e  synne  haidnd  in  manntM  hert ; 

]?e  malle  ]?at  he  driue]?  it  wi]?  is  newe  rehersynge  of  synne ; 

and  suche  at  ]?e  ende  of  her  lif  lacken  power  &  grace  to  trist 

in  helpe  of  }er  god  and  hope  to  be  sauyd. 


[^Capitulum  5**] 

[]7]E  ]?iidde  \$rt\x  of  god  is  lone  or^  charite,  and  it  ha]? 
two  brannchis,  as  lone  of  god  &  lone  of  man.     &  beste  mene  Lore  is  twofold : 
to  kepe  ]?is  lone  werd  man  forto  leme  &  lone  forto  kepe  two 
tables  of  goddis  lawes,*  for  bi  ]?es  &  ellis  not  kepi]?  man  him 
in  charite.     and  bis  v^tu  dobis  man  at  domtM-day  wib  This  Tirtne 

•         ^  ^  .  ,  clothes   man  in 

bnde-clo]?is,  &  ]7is  cloJ?e  may  nenere  be  lost  m  ]?is  world  ne  the  wedding  gar- 
in  be  toburd.    ffor  noman  may  come  to  heuene  bnt  he  haue  ^thout    which 

^         f  ''  he  cannot  enter 

J?is  clo]?inge,  ne  no  man  may  hane  ]?is  clothe,  bnt  if  he  come  *»«▼«». 
to  heuen;   &  so  men  ]?at  schnlen   be   dampned  han  bnt 

1  omitted  Q.     'riitfuhieflse  CC.     >  omitted  Q.     *&Q.     »he«tisCC. 
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feyDed  charite.    But  lyue  wele  aft^r  goddis  laTfe  &  hope  to 

haue  J'is '  loue,  for  no  man  schal  knowe  ne  trowe  to  haue  it 

Friars  love  their  but  if  god  wole  telle  him  priueyly.    ^  and  bo  freris,  l^at  lonen 

habit  more  than 

the  garment  of  more  her  habite  J?tft  J?ei  han  ordeyned  hem  }?an  J?e  cloJ?e  of 
charite  ]?at  god  ha]?  echapen  his  sones,  ben  yuel  disposid  to 
haue  ]?i8'  clo]?e  of  charite;  Si]?  ^er  lone  is  turned  amys  to 
charge  more  herd  habite,  to  lesyn  it  or  leenen  it,  to  olo^  ]7tfr- 
wij?  }er  bodye,  ]7an  to  lose  J?is  charite  to  clo]7e  J?tfr-wiJ  }er 
Boule ;  for  often  ]?ei  lose  charite  in  prisons  of  man,  but  if  }ei 
losten  ]?is  habite  J^ns,  as  ]?ei  falsly  feynen,  ]?ei  were  opyn 
apostates  and  losten  ]?e  luf  of  god,  for  as  ]?ei  feynen  fiilsly 

•[p.  i2SftM8.]  gQc[  «ioae]?  more  )?is  clo]?inge  J?an  cloj^inge  of  ]^&r  soule  wif 
]?is  clo]?e  of  charite;  and  J'is  is  open  heresie  by  many  kyn 
skylles.     but  her^  men  douten  comunly  where  men  schuld 


S?  Warl^  pmt  ^^^®  J'®*  heretikys,  but  it  is  no  drede  }at  ne  men  schulde  loue 
tSSrins*         f^  kynde  &  hate  J^e  same  kynde  in  J?at  J?at  }ei  ben  so  yuel, 


and  so  ]?e  p^sones  bi  hem-silf  schulden  be  loued  in  charite, 
&  herd  synnes  by  hemsilf  schulden  men  hate  for  goddis  loue.' 
ffor  he  is  not  frend  to  crist  ]?at  loue]?  ]w8  hijs  enemye ;  and 
yusheiB  firend  to  }^e  frere  ]?at  hati]?  }u9  his  synne  &  worchij? 
to  distrie  it  &  purge  him  ]?er-fro.  ^  and  ^is  moue]?  manye 
JJ^J^irtuea!**"  '"^^  ^  speke  of  ]7re  heresies  Jat  many  freres  be  smyttid  inne, 
&  contrarien  ]?es  ]?re^  Tdrtues.    ffor  who  myjt  more  controrie 

maSr*of  the       ^^^}  }^^  ^J  M  <^™*  ^^}  ^^  "^^®^  ^®  ^t  }^  "  1^^  bredo  is 

^^''  myn  owne  bodye,"  for  J^is  may  nej^dr  be*  brede  ne  }?e  bodi  of 

crist,  but  it  is  accident  or  nou^t,  as  freres  feynen  falsly.  & 
]nM  ]?ei  chesen  hem  a  place  to  falsen  crist  in  hijs  visage,  and 
ierom  wi]?  o^ur  seyntis  ]?at  tellen  ]7i8  wit  of  crist.  f&eres 
seyn  priueyly  ]?at  }?ei  spake  herd  eresie,  si]?en  an/tcrist  }er 
mayster  sei]?  euen  }e  controrie.  ^  }e  secounde  yertu  of  }e8 
yre  '  many  freres  reuersen,'  for  crist  tau^t  in  hijs  lawe  ^at  men 

Hopeinbegging,  schulde  not  begge,  but  holde  euen  his  ordre,  &  ]?ei  schulde 
come  to  heuen;  ]?e8^  freres  seyn  ]?e  controrie,  &  grownden 

1  CC.  iiuerts  last.  *  >e  Q.  >  aake  CG.  *  omitted  Q. 
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hem  an  ordre  of  ^er  wilful  beggyng,  bi  men  ]?at  ban  no  node ; 

and  herbi  sobulde  men  hope  to  eitt  bye  in  beuen,  for,  as  J^ei 

lien  falaly,  crist  beggid '  ]?tM.    ^  ^e  ]7]idde  of  ^es  v^tues  is 

oon^aried  bi  freres,  sij^en  it  is  no  charite  to  falaly  passe 

cfdst.    for  orist  sei^  to  bijs  cosyns  ]?at  by  hijs  manbed  he  had  [Matt  zz.  23.] 

no  power  to  jyue  hem  leue  to  sit  on  hi|s  ri|t*  side,  but  to  ]?e 

godhed  i»  hijs  fadnr^  is  propred  Jis  power;  but  freres  seyn  chirityingjinK 

opunly  by  lett^es  of  herd  frat^rnite  Jot  J>ei  ^yuen  ]?«•  hieyerem  nity. 

leue  to  haue  port  of  }er  blis ;  and  J^is  myjt  }ei  not  do  but  if  and  so  oiAbninff 

^ei  jouen  men  leue  to  sitt  on  ]?e  rijt  bond  of  orist  as  if  ^i  that  of  Christ. 

passed  him.    &  J'is  sownes  not  charite  but  ludferes  pride. 

[^Oapitulum  6*] 

♦  T)vt  si}?  clo]?inge  of  ]7iB  loue  is  myche  loued  of  god,  &  more  •[?.  U7  ms.] 

If  wor]?e  to  man  ]7an  al  JTis  worldes  richessis,  man  schuld  ful 
bisily  knowe  propirtees  of  ]?is  lone,     bnt  poule,  ]7at  was  Propertiee      of 
rauesched  ynto  ]?e  ]?rid  heuen,  &  herde  deme  wordes  of  god,  st.  PaoT       ^ 
]7at  ben  not  here  leful  vs  forto  speke,  telli]?  sixtene  propirtes  i  cor.  xiii.4. 
]?at  suen  J^is  charite.    \e  first  is  ]?at  charite  is  patient  of  i.  u  patimit  of 
wronges.    for  al  cure  charite  mut  be  ensaumpled  of  crist ;  ^^^^^'^' 
but  crist  was  so  patient,  as  seynt  petre  sei]?,  ]?at  whan  he  was  ^i  peter  u.  23.] 
mys-said  he  cursid  not  ajen,  ne  when  he  suffiid  wronges  he 
manassid  not  a^en.     0  what  charite  ha]?  he  to  suffire  wronge 
for  cristis  lone  ]7at  wol  not  suf&e  a  lijt  word,  but  ^eld  a^worse 
a^en  ?    ^^e  secounde  propirte  is  ]?i8:  ]?0t  charite  is  benyngne.  2.  it  benign, 
for  it  is  not  ynow  to  sufEre,  for  so  don  J'efis,  but  do  good  in 
soule  a^entM  yuel  suffirid ;  for  ]7at  is  good  loue  of  \q  fire  of 
charite,  &  is  depid  benignite  by  propirte  of  word,      and 
herd-fore  olerkis  seyn  ]?at  '^tr  ben  J^ree  lawes ;  \q  first  is  lawe 
of  cure  good'  god  to  do  good  foryuyl;  ]?e  to]7ure  is  lawe  of  ]7e 
worlde,  to  do  good  for  good  &  yuel  for  yuel,  as  mannus 
man^r  is ;  ]?e  ^rid  is  ]?e  denelis  lawe,  to  do  yuel  for  good,  & 
Jds  is  man^r  of  men  whan  ]?ei  ben  turned  to  denelis.     ]?e 

>  CG.  iiuerts  *iiot.'  *  omitted  CO.  >  omitted  Q. 
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[Chap.  VI. 


8.  Eatieth  not.  jrid  propirte  }at  saej^  ^is  secounde  is  )at  charite  hajTe  noon 
enuye  to  noon  kyn  J'inge,  for  it  lone]?  wel  god  &  alle  goddis 

4.  Hurtetb  not,  creatures.  %  J?e  fourj^e  propirte  ]^at  sue]?  of  Jia  riche  Yeriu 
is  J?at  charite  wi]?-outen  forje  wirchij?  not  Bchrewidly 
for  as  ]7i8  first  pck  bigynni^  wi^  paciens,  &  sij^en  goi]? 
into  worchinge  of  a  manntM  soule,  so  mut  J^is  o]7ur  ^c 
forsake  yuel  wi^-inne,  &  'also  wiJ?-oute*  bi  ordre  of  god. 

6.^  iB  not  puffed  j^  fyue>  man^T  of  charite  stonde>  in  Jds,  }at  it  bolnej?  not 

tioiw!  °^*  '"*^^  ^^^  pnde,  syn  it  is  J^w  patient.  &  J^e  sixte  suej  here-of, 
J^at  it  coneiti]?  not  worldly  worschip ;   for  al  worschipe  of 

h«r^oSn^°^*  charite  sche  pntti]?  oonly*  in  god.  ]7e  seuej  condicion  }at 
sue]?  ]?is '  charite  is  }?at  it  seki]?  not  propre  godes  to  hir  silf, 
but  sekij  worschip  to  god  &  profyte  to  his  chirche.     ^}?e 

j8.]Hnotwa8te-  gyjt  propirte  of  charite  stondi)?  in  Jis,  }at  charite  wrathi) 
]?er  *  not  al  if  it  suffre  wronge,  and  ]?0rfore  it  is  lijt  to  men  to 

f^7*^^**^'***stande  w«U  pees  &  charite.  >e  neynt  propirte  of  charite 
is  depper^  ]7an  J?e8  oJ?*re,  )at  it  J?enkiJ  not  yuel,  for  siche 
]?ou}t  tume]?  to  yuel ;  as  iob  maad  couenaunt  to  ]?enke  not 
a  virgyne.     ^J?e  ♦tentej?  propirte  J?at  suij  Jis  v*rtu  of 

in  iniquity,  charite  is  Jat  sche  ioyethe  not  of  wickidnesse,  as  aungelus  in 
heuen  ioyen  of  payn  of  fendis  but  not  of  her^  wickidnesse. 

Cll.llratrejoi( 
in  tne  truth. 
12.  Bearetb  aU 


•[p.  127ft  MS.]      ^n 
10.  R^oiceth  not  °" 


[lyiratrejoioetii  ^  j^^.foj.^  y^^  coudicton  suej?  after  charite,  J?at  it  ioyej?  wi) 
god  of  trow]?e  }?at  he  loue^.      ^]7e  twel]?e  condictbn  }at 


things. 


[is.]  Belieyeth 
aU  things. 


14.  Hopeth  all 


[16.1  Endureth 
aUthingB. 


sue]?  }is  charite  is  ]?at  sche  take]?  mekely  what  eu^re  }?iDg 
]?at  come]?  hir  to.  ]?e  ]?rittente  condicioun  stondi^  in  ^is,  ]?at 
charite  trowi^  al  ]?at  eu^re  god  sei]? ;  and  si]?  no  ^inge  is  good 
but  ]7at  god  sei^,  charite  trowi^  all^  good  ]?ing,*  }he  profyte  of 
synnes.  ffor  men  ]?at  dreden  god,  if  ]?ei  fallen  in  synne,  }ei 
ben  more  war^  }at  }ei  synnen  not  eft,'  &  ^anken  more  god 
of  hijs  gracious  helpe,  &  alle  medeful  dedis  haue  ]?ei  port  off. 
^]?e  fourtene]?  condicibn  ]?at  sue]?  aft^  charite  stondi) 
in  ]?is  poynt,  ]?at  sche  hopi^  alle  ^inge  tume]?  to  good  of 
goddis  duldffr  ]?at  dreden  him  in  loue.    ]?e  fiftente  condictbn 

^  ri>  yuel  dede  wi>oute  CC.  *  hoolly  CC.  >  in  Q. 
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^at  8ue^  ]?i8  charite  is  ]?at  sche  susteyne]?  wi]?  wille  alle 
harmes  ]?at  come]?,  jhe^  sche  is  not  discounfortid  if  goddis 
helpe  bidi]?  longe.  ^and  so  }e  laste  condioibn  ]?at  sue]?  J^is  rie.]  Never 
blesdd  y^tu  is  ]?at  sche  falli^  neuer  doun,  but  lasti]?  for]?e 
for  euere  in  J^is  world  &  in  ye  toj^nr^,  as  loue  of  god  faili^  not. 
&  if  a  man  knewe '  no  more  of  goddis  lawe  but  J^ise  sixtene 
coDdictbns  &  bisyede  him  to  kepe  hem,  he  mjft  li^tly  oome  to 
beuen  &  wite  who  went  amys. 

Expliciunt  ffei^  hope  &  charite.' 
1  jhit  Q.  «  koude  CC.  '  only  in  CC. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


356 


XXV. 


DE  SACRAMENTO  ALTARIS. 


Iir  this  little  tract  Wyclif  sums  np  the  difference  between  his  teaching  on 
the  Eucharist  and  that  of  the  friars.  It  is  curious  to  see  him  taking  np 
the  position  of  a  loyal  son  of  the  Church,  and  complaining  that  his 
adversaries  accuse  the  Pope  and  the  Court  of  Rome  of  heresy.  As  the 
tract  is  evidently  a  fragment,  it  may  be  that  in  the  larger  piece  from 
which  it  was  taken  he  had  alleged  some  utterance  of  the  Eoman  see  in 
his  feivour ;  perhaps  the  oath  of  Berengarius,  to  which  he  often  appealed, 
although  his  opponents  might  have  cited  it  on  their  side  with  at  least 
equal  confidence. 

Copied  from  the  Bodleian  MS.  (A),  and  collated  with  the  Dublin  If  S. 
(AA). 
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De  Sacramento  altaris  corpus  domim. 


f  ^al  J?e*  feip  of  J?e  gospel  gederen  trewe  me«,  wij?  opyne  •[p.  96  ms.] 
confescioun  of  l^es  newe  ordris,  bat  men  ehulden  rette  hem  These  new  orders 

,  are  heretics. 

eretikis,  &  so  not  comyne  wip  hem.     for  ]?ei  denyen  J'e  gospel  They  deny  that 

&  comyn  bileene,  ]?at  ]?at  breed  ^at  crist  took  in  hise  hondis  Christ  hroke  was 

&  blesside  it  &  brae  it  &  ^af  it  to  hise  disciplis  for  to  ete,  was 

bis  owne  bodi  bi  yertu  of  bis  wordis.     &  ^us  ^ei  denyen  ]?at 

]?e  oost  sacrid,  wbijt  &  round,  ]?at  bifore  was  breed,  is  maad 

goddis  bodi  bi  u^u  of  hise  wordis.     but  >ei  seien  'bat  >er«  is  J^t  say  that  the 

^  .  ^^^  *■  accident 

goddis  bodi,  &  J?at  is  not  goddis  bodi,  but  it  is  noujt  or  o>^  >iotWng- 
accident  worse  ]?an  ony  breed ;  &  ]7us  ^ei  accusen  ]?e  court  of 
rome,  bishops  &  prelatis,  &  seien  ^at  }ei  shulden  seie  so  bi 
cristen  menuys  bileeue.  &  no  wondir  is,  si]?  j^es  freris 
acouseden  ^er  hreyeren  &  }ei '  bigan  first  at  crist ;  &  seiden 
]^at  he  was  as  ^  an  eretyk,  &  cure  king  wi}  his  rewme,  but 
hem  shamede  to  seie  ^is  openli,  but  j^ei  seiden  ^is  priuyli. 
&  si^  ]?ei  ban  lastid   so  longe  in  bis  errour  *  cristen  men  •{v,  97  ms.] 

-Ill         ^        t  i«  .«-■<«•«         «.«,.  Cnristian  men 

shulden  flee  hem  as  hepen  men  out  of  pe  feip.     &  if  pei  should  avoid 

somene  symple  men  for  ]ns  accusing,  symple  men  seien  }>0t 

^i  supxK>sen  freris  siche,  but  J^ei  affermen  not  hem  sich ;  but 

eaydence  ^ei  ban  of  ]?is  errour  in  bileue,  &  mauy  oj^^e  }at 

freris  seien,  and  if  ^is  be  not  so]?,  late  }e9  freris  purgen  hem, 

for  we  han  herd  ofte-tymes  many  freris  techen  bus.^    Crist  what  the  tme 

'^  heliefis. 

&  his  apostlis  &  ]?e  olde  seintis  ]?at  weren  til  }at  ]?e  fend  was 
ynboundun,  &  }e  courte  of  rome  bi  open  witaesse  of  her  lawe> 
techen  ]7is  bileue ;  ]?at  J^e  sacrid  oost  whijt  &  round  ]?at  men 
seen  in  ]?e  preestis  hondes  is  Yeri  goddis  bodi  in  forme  of 
breed,  but  freris,  si]?  ]?e  fend  fad^  of  lesyngis  was  vnboundun, 
seien  ]?at  it  is  an  accident  wi^-outen  suget  or  noujt,  &  mai  in 

1-1  omitted  AA.  '  omitted  AA. 

^  omitted  AA.  *  AA.  breaks  off  here. 
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noo  wise  be  goddis  bodi ;  &  bo  J^ei  glosen  ]?e  wordis  of  holi 
writt  euen  to  }e  oontrorie,  &  }ei  leuen  }e  wordis  of  holi 
writt,  &  chesen  hem  newe  fonnden  termes  of  hem-Bilf,  & 
seien  ]?at  ^ei  ben  so]?,  but  ]^  wordis  of  boli  writt  ben  false  & 
fill  of  eresie ;  and  so  ]?ei  seien  prinyli  ]?at  crist  &  hise  apostlis 
&  j^es  oolde  seintis  &  ]?e  court  of  rome  weren  opyn  eretikes. 
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THE  CLERGY  MAT  NOT  HOLD  PROPERTY. 

With  as  Apfsstdul   ov  thb  Wsokofulness  of  thbib  UNDEBiAsiira 

Seculab  Wobx. 


Ko  external  evidence  authorizes  xu  to  attribute  this  tract  to  Wyclif.  It 
does  not  eyen  derive  credit  from  being  bound  up  with  other  works  believed 
to  be  his,  since  it  fills  the  little  volume  in  which  only  it  is  found. 

Dr.  Shirley  admitted  it  to  his  catalogue  on  the  ground  of  style,  and  it 
is  only  on  that  ground,  and  for  its  general  consonance  with  Wydif's 
habits  of  thought,  that  it  can  be  ascribed  to  him.  I  find  it  very  difficult 
to  arrive  at  a  decided  opinion.  On  the  one  hand,  it  is  more  orderly  and 
less  vivacious  than  most  of  Wyclif 's  pamphlets ;  with  scarcely  any  of  his 
characteristio  outbursts  of  lament  over  abuses  or  invectivos  against  those 
who  practise  them.  It  relies  more,  too,  on  citations  of  authorities  than  is 
his  custom.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  passages  that  look  like  his 
work,  such  as  (p.  368)  the  story  of  the  bishop  who  looked  forward  to  the 
time  when  the  gentry  should  be  the  hired  soldiers  of  the  Church,  and  the 
warning  (p.  372)  that  when  the  clergy  have  once  got  power,  **  the  secular 
party  may  go  pipe  with  an  ivy-leaf,"  (otherwise  whistle  for)  the  return 
of  any  part  of  it. 

In  substance  the  tract  is  purely  Wyclifite,  but  it  has  no  trace  of  his 
latest  developments.  If  it  is  by  the  master,  it  must  be  one  of  the  earliest 
compositions  in  this  volume,  as  it  has  much  more  likeness  to  his  writings 
of  1365-1375  than  to  those  of  his  latest  years.  The  difference  will  be 
strongly  felt  if  it  is  compared  with  the  Supplementum  Trialogi,  which 
deals  with  the  same  subject. 

Copied  from  the  Lambeth  MS.  (LL). 
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•[p. SMS]       * Fundamentiun  aUud  Demo  potest  ponere  'preier  id 
[I  cor.  ill.  11.]  quod  positnm  «8t  quod  est  cnattis  Jhesus. 


[^Capitulum  t.] 

Almy^ty  god  ^  tnnyte,  fadir,  Bonne  and  holy  gooste, 
The  chureh  it  bo]7e  in  be  olde  lawe  and  be  newe  hab  fowndid  his  chirche 
•tate^  up-on  J?re  statis,  awnswerynge  or  aoordynge  to  J?e8  Jnre  p^rsones 

^TMMnoiu  of  and  her  propirtes.     So  j^at  to  ]?e  fadir  in  trinyte,  to  whom  is 
seooiar  lords     apropred  power,  awnsweri^  \q  state  of  seouler  lordis,  fro  Jto 

soswor  to  tbo 

Father-  hi^est  kny^te,  ]7at  is,  or  schuld  be,  \q  emperoure,   to  )e 

lowest  sqwyer  ]?at  by  wai  of  office  of  his  state  beri]?  )e 

Rom.  xiiL  [4.]  swerde.  For  J'Ib  state  in  holy  chirche  saynt  ponle  calli^ 
powers,  and  sai]?  \at  \\%  power  beri]?  ^e  swerde  not 
wijy-owte  cause,  but  to  avenge  J^e  wra]7  of  god  in-to  hym 

•  [p.  2ft  MS.]  ^ai  misdoi]?,  *and  to  supporte  and  mayntene  hym  ^at  wel 
do]?e.  \\&  is  \q  sentence  of  poule  J^er^.  And  J^is  state  or 
power  is  ]?e  vicar  of  ]7e  god-heede,  as  it  may  be  growndid 
here.  And  as  saynt  Austyn  sai]?  in  ]?e  booke  of  qwestyons  of 
}>e  olde  lawe  and  ]?e  newe,  and  in  o\er  dyners  placis.  And 
so  as  it  bylongi}>  to  \q  godheed  of  criste  to  avenge  hym  on 
his  ennemys  and  to  rewarde  his  trewe  saniandis,  as  god 

[Rom.  xii.  19.]  hymsijlfe  sai]?,  as  \q  apostle  rehersi]? :  ^'  To  me,''  Bai\  god, 
''  it  long!]?  to  do  vengance  and  I  schal  rewarde."  And  also 
^e  prophete  sei]?  J^at  ''  god  shal  rewarde  eu^ry  man  aftir  his 

TtoisfSp^h^  ^®'^^-"      ^  ^^  by-longij?  here  up-on  erj^e  to  }?e  state  of 

ing  and  reward-  geculertf  lordis,  as  vicars  of  Je  godhede,  to  do  in  ponyschynge 

•[p.  8  MS.]        and  rewardynge  to  *]«  ennemyes  and  seruandis  of  god. 

To    the   Son        To  be  secunde  p^rsone  in  trmyte,  to  whom  is  apropred 

aoswen      the 

eetote  of  clergy,  wisdam  or  kunnynge,  awnsweri]?  \q  state  of  \e  clergy  or  of 
prrathode;  ye  whiche  by  bissy  study  and  contemplacyon 
schulde  gete  hem  heuenly  kunnynge,  wherby  ^ai  schulde 
teohe  ye  peple  ye  way  to  heuen  and  lede  hem  yw^inne. 
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And  herfor  sai^  god  by  his  prophete  Malachie:    "  Labia  Mai.  li.  [7.] 

sac^rdotia  custodiunt  scienoiam,  et  legem  ezqnirunt  ex  ore 

ejus,  quia  aagelua  domini  ezercitnam  est " — "  Je  lippis  of  }e 

prdst  kepyn  kunnynge,  and  the  pepiU^  sohul  seke  }e  lawe  of 

his  mon]7ey  for  he  is  )e  awngell  of  god."    And  herfor  onste, 

snpposynge  ]?at  J^is  heuenly  kunnynge  schnld  be  in  the  state 

of  prasthode,   commaondid  hem  alle  in  his  ascencyon  in 

}o  wordis  }ai  he  saide  to  *his  apostles,  and  in  hem  to  alle  '[p. »  ms.] 

o]?^  prestu,  as  saynt  awstyn  sai]?  in  a  sermon  ]?at  bigynne]7  Awtin. 

^ns :    ** Si  diHgenter  attendites  etcetera"  ]?at  ]7ai  schnlden 

teche  and  preche  ^  gospelb  to  his  peple,  J^e  whiche  gospel  is 

heuenly  kunnynge.    For  bis  state  in  be  chirche  is  }e  vicar  of  wWohiatheTicar 

of  Ciiriflt  8  iiuui~ 

}>e  manhede  of  criste,  as  saynt  austyn  sai]?  in  a  booke  J^at  is  iu>od, 

alegyd  to-fore.    And  so  as  criste  cam  in  his  manhede  to  teohe 

and  prtfche  ye  gospella  and  to  suffire  meekly  parsecucion 

yerfore,  so  schulde  ]?e  state  of  pra^tis,  }&t  ben  vicaris  of  his 

manhede,  do  as  he  commaundit  hem  in  his  ascencyon  and  aadshooidfoiiow 

A.  X*         v_i*  Ills  oommuida. 

oft-times  byfore. 

To  ye  yddde  pdrsone  In  trniyte,  to  whom  is  apropryd  true  To    the    Holy 

lone  or  goode  wilU  to  be  fadir  &  sonne,  *  awnswerib  be  state  *[p.  4  ms.] 

''the  state  of  the 

of  ye  comonte,  ye  whiche  owij^  true  loue  &  obedyente  willa  oommoos. 

to  ye  statis   of   lordis  &  prestis,  as  saynt  poule  teche]?, 

saynge :  ''  Semi  obedite  dominis  Yeattis  camalibus  cum  omni  Ep^.  t1.  [s.] 

timore    et   tremore,"    Jat  is :    "  Seruandis   obeyij^  to  jour 

temporalis   lordis  wiy  alle  drede  and  tremblynge.''    Also 

saynt  poule  saij?  ]7U8 :    "  Obedite  pr^ositis  VMfris ;  ip*i  enim  Hcb.  xiu.  [17.] 

vigilant  tanqtMjn  reddituri  racfonevi  pro  animabtM  vm^s  : " 

y^t  is:  *'obeiy  to  joure  souereyns ;  for8o]?e  J^ai  waken  as  for  to 

jeue  acowntis  for  joure  soulis."    By  yes  souereyns  is  undir- 

stonde  ye  state  of  prMthode ;  ye  whiche  schulde  bisyly  wake 

in  studiynge  and  prachynge  of  goddis  lawe  to  alle  crtsten 

peple,  and  to  jeue  goode  ensaumple  in  her  lyuynge.    And  in 

^is  euery  man  *i8  bonden  to  obey  to  her  doctrine.     And  •[p.  4&  ms.] 

yerfore  poule  sai]? :  **  Be  je  fylowers  of  me  as  I  am  of  criste."  [i  cor.  zi.  i.] 

And  efte  he  saiy ;   "  J^ouj  we  or  an  awngelld  of  heuen  pr^ihe  Oai.  i.  [8.] 

to  fovL  bysidis  yat  yet  we  ban  prschid,  be  he  acursid."    And 
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Priests    Bhonid  80  bi  Jas  senteiioe  prMtis  sohulden  not  haue  worldly  lorde- 

lordships.  sohippis;  si]?  oiiBte  and  his  apostles  ban  uttirly  forfendid  hem, 

boJ?e  in  herlynynge  and  techynge,  as  it  suij?  playnly  her-aftir. 
For  it  was  neo^  cristis  lore  to  make  prMtis  riche  and 

TWthreestatos  knyjtis  poie.  And  so  J^es  Jre  statis  ben,  or  scbnlde  be, 
sa£3cient  in  goddis  obirobe ;  or  ellis  men  mosten  say  ^t  god 
is  and  was  fawty  in  ordenanoe  of  boj^e  bis  lawis.  And  in 
full  enydence  and  open  tooknynge  ]?at  god  teiki)  }iB  or- 

•[p.  6MS.]  denance  in  bis  cbircbe  *as  full  sufficient,  and  in  no  wise 
fawtye  in  scarste  or  excesse  J^^r-of,  criste,  ]?e  wisdam  of  ]?e 
trtnyte,  by  wbiobe  wisdome  J^e  cbircbe  is  ordend  and  fowndid 
np-on  J^es  ^re  statis,  teobi]?  us  in  aU  bis  lawe  to  kepe  & 
to  mayntene  Jds  ordenanoe  witb-owten  addynge  ^er-U)  or 
abregynge  )^-fro.  wberfor  poule  sai]?:  ^'no  man  may 
putt  an  o}&r  grounde  bysidis  }at  }&t  is  putt,  )e  wbicbe  is 
crwte  ibesn." 


Ere  it  scbal  be  sobewid  bow  god  bati]?  worldly  liHxlesebip  in 

b   ]7e  state  of  bis  dergye,  J^at  sobulde  p^orme  tbe  ptfrfeccyon 

GodMsUned*  aU         ^^  ^^  gospell.    For  in  }e  olde  lawe,  wber  god  made  an 

gnwMiioiutotbe  ordynance  bow  &  wber-wij?  ]wd  scbulde  lyue  in  every  state, 

np.  6b  MS.]       be  assigned  ]?e  worldly  possescyons  to  J^e  *  seculer  party,  and 

priests,  bad  }at  prestis  scbulde  by  no  way  baue  eny  possescions  wi) 

}at  op&r  partye  of  fe  peple.     Saue  }e  people  was  cbargid  of 

god  to  ordeyn  ye  prestis  and  deeknys  boueis,  not  to  be  lordis 

of  bem  but  to  dwelle  in  bem.    And  on  }e  same  wise  ]?ai 

badden  subarbis  to  fede  ^er  }e  beestis  }at  scbuld  be  offred 

sacrifice  to  god  in  ]?e  temple.    And  god  saide  be  wolde  be  }e 

^'io^'wtoUve  parte  of  J^e  prestis  and  deknys ;  ]^at  is  to  mene,  }at  Jk)  ]7ingiB 

to  Ood,  j^at  I  scbal  assigne  to  bem,  ]^  wbiobe  J^ingis  ben  oi&ed  to  me, 

scbal  be  ber  parte  and  ber  lyuynge.    And  so  god  assignyd  to 

vnchasflntftnits  J^e  pr^tis  and  deknys  J^e  first  fruytis  and  ti^is  and  o^^ 

certeyn  deuocyons '  of  ^e  peple,  ^e  wbicbe  was  lijfiode  I- 
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now^e  *&r  hem  wi}  alle  h^r  s^mandiB  aod  o}$r  meynje.  •[p. cms.] 

And  he  chargid  sore  and  haide  ^e  peple  to  yenke  on  his  whioh  ood 

dergi,  and  ]?at  yai  defraude  not  hem  of  }e  parte  ^st  god  ha]?  peopfestrongiy 

asaignyd  to  hem.    For  ^ai  hadden  noone  o}?^    posaesyon 

amonge  ^e  o^^  peple,  ne  eny  schuld  hane.    So  J^at  goddis 

parte  was  }ub  asaignyd  to  ]7e  trybe  or  kyniede  of  leuy ;  of  }e 

whiche  kynrede  wem  goddU  prratis  in  ]^  old  lawe,  and  of 

noone  oWe.    And  Ms  ordynance  of  god  as  tochynge  ]?e  Thepriestsmight 

not   0Y6I1    luiye 

liflode  of  prmtis  was  kept  fill  streytly^  so  fer  for^e  }at  )o  offerings  nnieM 

Jyingis  ^at  wer  offirid  to  god  in  ]?e  temple  by  denooyon  of  ]7e  ed  to  them. 

peple,  ^e  whiohe  wer  not  by  ]7e  lawe  of  god  exprffily  assigned 

to  the  kynrede  of  leuy,  weren  kept  *&©  Jw  nse  of  J^at  •[p. «  ms.] 

kynrede  to  }>e  comon  profete  of  alle  ^e  peple;   as  to  ^e 4Kfaigixii.ri.i5] 

repairs  of  Jre  temple,  and  to  rawnson  J^e  kynge  and  }e  rewme 

at  nede,  as  soripture  beri]?  witnesse  in  the  tyme  of  goode 

kyngis  Joas  &  Josias.    For  sij^  god  had  assigned  lyflode  to  ^e 

kynrede  of  leuy  aftir  his  owne  witte,  and  he  may  not  be 

&wty  in  his  worchinge  or  ordenance,  it  had  ben  a  dampnable 

pr^umpdion  for  to  hane  ordend  more  lijflode  to  hem.     And 

not-wi]?stondinge  J^at  kyhge  dauyd,  pnrposynge  to  encrese  ^e  Example  of 

worschip  of  god  in  his  peple,  grdend  syngers  and  players  in 

dyners  musical  instrumentis  to  serue  byfore  god  in  ]?e  temple ; 

^t  presumyd  he  not  to  take  eny  }>inge  }at  god  had  assigned 

to  ^e  temporall  parte  of  his  peple,  and  endowe  wi]?  siobe 

goodis  ]7es  ^mynystres  of  J^e  temple;  but  he  obese  ]7es  men  *Cp.  7M8.] 

of  ^e  tribe  or  kynrede  of  leuy  and  lett  hem  lyue  on  her  owne 

parte,  and  so  kept  ^e  temporalte  hoole  wi^-owte  eny  peyr- 

ynge  J^^rof.    And  salamon  his  sonne,  the  wisest  kynge  ^atuui  of  Solomon, 

ener  was,  dide  ^e  same.    And  si]?  kynge  dauid,  }e  ohosen  of 

god  aftir  his  owne  herte  &  full  of  }e  spirite  of  propheoye,  and 

sakmon  his  wise  sonne  also,  durste  notchawnge  be  ordenanoe  whowonidnot 

of  }e  goodis  mouable  and  ynmouable,  }e  whiohe  god  had  by-  gi^«n 

take  to  her  gou^nance,  and  make  pr^tis  ryohe,  as  }ovl^  god 

had  not  sufficiently  ordend  for  hem  in  his  lawe.    And  wi]? 

]?is,  not-wij^stondynge  J^ot  kynge  dauyd  was  so  full^   of 

virtuous  and  kyngly  condyoions  ]^at  he  is  sett  in  scnpture  as 


alienate  goods 
to  them. 
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•[p.  lb  MS.]       a  patxone  &  ensaumple  *  of  alle  goode  kyngis,  how  dar  onre 

not  dare  to  do  kyiigis,  ]7at  ban  not  }e8  jiftis  of  god,  so  ezpiesly  ajens  goddis 

lawe,  ]?e  olde  and  ]?e  newe,  prMume  to  oiMrtarne  all  the 

gloriouse  ordinance  of  god  a-howte  siche  temporaltes,  and  make 

the  state  of  pr^thode  lordis  ajens  }e  lyfe  and  ]?e  lore  of 

ertste  and  his  apostles,  and  a^ens  ]7e  proces  of  }e  olde  lawe  ia 

]7is  poynte,  confennyd  hi  ]7e  newe  ?    In  whiche  he  ha]?  so 

openly,    in   worde,    dede,    and   in   ensaninple,   taujte   and 

commaundit  hem  ]7at  ]7ai  schuld  not  he  lordis  so.     And 

understonde  ]7U  her^,  ]7at  whan  ]^$r  is  eny  J^inge  dampned  of 

god  in  ]?e  olde  lawe,  if  ]7e  same  he  dampnyd  in  }e  newe,  alle 

mie  old  Uw  in  ^e  euydence  )7at  ben  ajen  syche  a  defawte  in  )7e  olde  lawe  ben 

Jy  ^^^^       eoen  ajens  J^  same  *  in  )7e  newe.    And  so  all  ^e  lawis  j?at 

god  jaue  by  moyses  a^ens  ^e  worldly  lordeschip  of  prastis  of 

}e  olde  lawe  be  eaen  a^ens  J^is,  ]7at  prestis  schnlde  be  lordis 

This  t)oint  is  a  SO  in  ^e  newe  lawe.     Si]?  ]?at  moyses  lawe  is  morally  in  ]?is 

part  or  tlia  moral  _ 

uw,  not  to  be  poynte,  ]7at  longe]?  to  ]?e  perfeccyon  of  prMhode,  crtste  myjte 
penwd  with.  not  distroy  }eB  lawis  neij?^  dispens  wij?  hem,  Jat  prestis 
ChriBt  and  his    Bchulden  not  now  be  bunden  to  bes  lawis.    And  sih  crtste 

•  college » kept  ^  ' 

this  law.  and  his  colage  myjt  not  be  dispensid  wi]?  ne  be  exempte  fro 

]7e  bondis  of  ]7e  olde  lawe  in  ^  mat^,  I  merneyle  wher  ]?e 

whoiee       did  pryuele&is  commen  alonde  wherby  owre  colagis  of  monkis, 

monks,    oanons,  ^  •'  ^  , 

^»  ajt  «»«mp- chanons  or  eny  o)7tfr  endowid  prestis  )7at  dwellen  in  siche 
conventycles  daymen  to  be  exempt  &o  ]?is  bonde  of  J?e  olde 
•[p.  8*  MS.]  lawe  *in  this  poynte,  )7at  in  so  many  placis  so  opynly 
Num.xTiiL  [20.]  forfendi)?  hem  siche  lordeschip ;  for  )7us  it  is  writen :  "  Dixit 
domtnus  ad  aaron  In  t^rra  eorum  nichil  possidebitis  nee 
habebitis  partem  int^  eos  Ego  pars  et  hereditas  taa  in  medio 
filionim  Israel,  filiis  au^^m  leui  dedi  omnes  decimas  israel  in 
possessionem  pro  ministerio  qno  seniinnt  miKx  in  tabemaculo. 
Nichil  alind  possidebunt  decimarum  oblacione  contenti,  quas  in 
nsns  eor«m  et  n^eMorta  seporaui" — '']^e  lorde  sayde  to  aaron, 
and  in  hym  to  alle  ]^e  tribe  or  kynred  of  leny,  of  ]?e  whiche 
kynred  wer  ]7e  pr^^tis  &  deeknys :  ^e  schal  bane  no  possescyon 
in  ]?e  londe  of  ]7e  childem  of  israelii.  I  am  ]7ine  part  &  ^ine 
erytage  in  ]7e  myddis  of  ]?e  sonnys  of  israelii.     And  I  have 
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}oue  to  the  sonnys  of  leuy  alle  ^e  tij^s  of  *  Israel  in-to  •[p.  9  ms.] 

possescion,  for  }e  s^niyce  }e  whiche  ^ai  done  to  me  in  ]^ 

tabernacle.    J?ai  schal  haae  noone  6}er  poBsessyon,  ]7ai  schal 

be  psyde  wi]?  offrynge  and  tij^is  ^e  whiohe  I  haae  depardd 

in-to  her  vsis  and  nedis."    Also  in  }e  booke  of  Dentronomy  Dent  zrfii.  [i.] 

god  saide  thns :  *'  No»  habebunt  sac^dotes,  et  omnes  qui  de 

eadem  tribu  sunt,  partem  et  hereditatem  cum  reliquo  populo 

israelii ;  et  sacrificia  domim  et  oblaciones  commedent,  et  nichil 

alittd  accipient  de  possescione  fratrum  suorttm" — "Je  pr^stis 

and  deeknys,  and  alle  ]70  ]7at  ben  of  ]?e  same  tribe,  schal  not 

have  part  and  heritage  wi}  ]?at  o]?^  peple  of  israel ;  for  ]7ai 

Bchal  ete  ^e  sacnfyce  and  }e  offiyngis  of  ^e  lorde,  and  ]?ai 

schal  taake  no  J'Inge  ellis  of  )e  possessyon  of  *her  bre]7ern."  '[p.  g»  ms.] 

Also  it  is  writen  ]7U8 :  '^  Tribni  autem  leui  no»  dedit  posses-  jomezm.  [ss.] 

cton^m  :  quontam  dominua  deus  israel  ip^  est  possescio  eort^m, 

ut   locuttM  est  illi/' — ]7at    is,   whan    moyses    assignyd  "pe 

possescyon  of  pe  londe  of  israel  amonge  }e  peple,  he  ^aue  no 

possescion  to  pe  tribe  of  leuy.   For  whi,  ]?e  lorde  god  of  israel 

is  ye  possescion  of  ]7at  tribe,  as  he  ha]?  spoken  to  hym.     Also 

J?es  lawis,  |ouen  of  god  by  moyses,  ]7e  holy  prophetis  taujten. 

As  amonge  o}er  we  may  rede  of  Ezechiel,  J?at  taw^te  how 

pe  pr^tis  &  deeknys  schuld  haae  hem-sijlfe  to  godwarde  in 

lynynge  and  sacrifice  doynge ;  for  he  saij?  J7us :  "  Non  est  E«ec.  xiui.  [28.] 

BuUm  eis  hereditas,  ego  autem  hereditas  eorMm :  et  posses- 

etonem  non  dabitis  eis  in  israel,  ego  emm  ^possessio  eorum."  *[p*  10  ms.] 

''i'orso]7e  ]?^ schal  be  noone  heritage  to  hem;  for8o]?e  I  am  ]?e 

heritage  of  hem ;  and  ^e  schal  jeue  no  possescion  to  hem  in 

israel,  for  I  am  ]7e  possessyon  of  hem."     And  saynt  Jerom 

sai]?  acordynge  her-to :     **  ClerictM  nichil   preter  dominum 

possidere    debet,   wilieet^  non    aurum,   non    argentnm,   nee  £p.  xzziuj. 

possessiones ;  quia  cum  hwMsmodi  non  volt  d&minws  es9Q  pars." 

''A  derke  schal  haae  no  possession  bat  god ;  ]7at  is  to  say, 

ne]?^  gold,  ne  sila^,  or  possessions,  for  wi]?  siche  god  will^ 

not  be  parte,  ]?at  han  more  ]?an  is  necessary  to  p^forme  her 

office  wi)?.     Of  \h  processe  be-fore  we  may  se  how  expresly 

god  forfendi]?  lordeschip  to  his  prestis  in  ]7e  olde  lawe ;  and 
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Priests  under  the  l^ai  cowde  Hot  Bchake  awav  Ms  bonde  by  a  contrari  glose, 

old  law  could  not-..,      ^  ^.    .  ijvi.  vj 

•rp.  106  MS  1      lijke  ^as  oure  prmtis  kan  nowe.    And  bi  pe  same  bonde  onre 

obligations     as  prtfstis  ben  bonden  to  kepe  ]?es  lawis,  as  tochjnge  }e  auoyd- 

ynge  of  worldly  lordeschipis.     And  oner  }at  J?ai  ben  bonden 

to  ]?e  same  by  a  more  p^rfyte  lawe  ^an  wer  ]7e  pr^tis  of  ^e 

SjuidoLxymoIre  °^^®  testament ;  j?erfore  J?ai  schulde  be  }e  more  wij^drawe  fro 

S5*ha?e  richer  ^^^^^  lordescbip  J?an  prMtis  of  ]^  olde  lawe ;  namely,  sij  Je 

promises.  olde  lawe  byhotij  for  Je  kepynge  ^erof  prospwite  of  j?is  lyfe, 

and  }e  gospell^  bihoti]?  ]?e  kyngdome  of  heuen.    And  so  no 

man  may  putte  an  o}er  grounde  bisyde  ]7at  ]7at  is  putte  ]re 

whicbe  is  cnste  ih^^u. 

Capi^^i^m  iij. 

Ore  ou^  we  may  se  how  enen  a^ens  crtstis  wordis  in 

M  }e  gospeUtf  pr^is  ben  J?as  lordis,  wher  criste  saij?  J?us : 

•[p.  11  Ms.i  *  *  Eeges  gencium  dtwitnantar  eotum,  vos  aut^n  *no«  sic  " — 

Luke  xxii.  [25.] 

"  ye  kyngys  of  hej^en  ban  lorde^hip  on  hem,  but  je  not  so." 

bMd^  ^*rieetr  ^^  ^^  ^®^®  ^  ensaumple  J^ai  ben  lordis ;  for  whan  he 
iOTdi|hip,tothby  ^gg  Bowjto  to  be  made  a  kynge,  &  so  to  take  in  hym  worldly 
•"pi«f  lordeschip,  he  fledde  in-to  j?e  hill*  and  prayde,  in  toknynge 

]?at  siche  lordeschip  was  contrarie  to  ^e  state  of  ^e  clergi,  ^at 
but  the  clergy  schuld  lyue  in  contemplacyon.    But  clerkis  nowe  lyuen  not 

not  only  disobey  *       v      -  ^ 

him,  but  make  oonly  coutrariously  to  Hs  tecbynge  and  ensaumple  of  crista. 

laws   reversing 

his  commands,    but  also  J^ai  makcu  stronge  lawis  reutfrsynge  bo]7e  his  wordis 

and  dedis,  and  letten,  in  all^  J^at  J^ai  may,  hem  }Bt  wolde  teche 

]7e  troupe  of  criste.     And,  by  pis  lawe  ]?at  pBi  ban  made,  sum 

of  hem  ban  saide  ]7at  ]?ai  schuld  gete  owte  of  }e  seculer 

•[p  Hi  MS.]      hondis  alle  *the  temporal  lordeschip  J^at  pai  may,  and  in  no 

i^^at^get^caase  delyuer  noone  ajen.     And  perfoTe  a  gentilman  axid 

thefi'hands.       a  greete  bischop  of  ^is  londe :  *^  In  caase  }at  pe  clergy  hadde 

alle  ^e  temporal  possescyons,  as  }ai  ban  now  }e  more  parte, 

how  schal  }e  seculer  lordis  &  knyghtis  lyue,  &  wher-wi];? 

si]?  god  ha]?  in  hope  his  lawis  alowid  her  staate  and  her 

Awwsi  of  a      lijflode."    And  }eD.  he  awnswerid  &  sayde  Jat  "  ]?ai  schuld 

be  clerkis  soudyoures,  and  lyue  by  her  wagis."    And  oeitis 
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yia  lawe  of  getynge  in  of  ^s  temporaltes  and  }eB  oJ?er  wordis  These      thinirs 

of  }ia  biBchop  ou^te  to  be  taken  hede  to.    For  si]?  ^bi  ban  after. 

DOW  ^  more  part  of  ]7e  temporal  lordescbips^  and  wi]?  ]7at 

^8  spiritualtees  and  }e  greete  *  monable  tresonris  of  )e  •[?.  is  M8.] 

rewme,  J^ai  may  lightly  make  a  conquest  up-on  ^at  otbir 

party ;  namely,  sil?  be  temporal  lordis  ben  not  in  nonmbre  The     temi>orai 

and  in  ryehes  lyke  as  pai  wer  sum  tyme ;  for  pai  ben  sotilly  and  poorer  than 

thev  were  \ 

spolid  of  her  lordeschipis,  in  distroyng  of  her  staate  and 

power  ]7at  god  sett  hem  in,  and  ^e  party  of  ]?e  clergy  in  alle  the  eiergy  in- 

]7eB  poyntis  ben  encresyd,  and  so  oouetonaly  ]?ai  ben  sette  * 

np-on  J^es  goodis  ]7at  ]7ai  welden  now,  &  mo  ]7at  ]7ai  hopen  and  intolerant  of 

to  bane,  J?at  ]7ai  will  not  saffire  her  couetise  to  be  enpugnyd  '° 

openly   ne   pWaely,    als   ferr   as   ^ai    may   lett   it.     For 

^e  gospel  of  Jon  sai]?  ^at  biscbopis  and  phaiises  sayden  johiizi.[47.] 

of  criste :   '*  If  we  leuen  hym  ]7us  alle  men  schul  byleue  in 

hym,  *and  romayns  sohulen  comme  &  take  cure  place  and  *[p*  12^  ms.] 

oure  folke.''    Fot  bai  dredden  hem  of  oriste,  ^if  his  wordis  The  Phariaees 

^  iouaht  to  kill 

wenten  forbe,  bat  romayns  schnlden  comme  and  fordo  prestis  chriBt,hecaase 

'^  '  '  '^  "^  theyfeoredthe 

and  phariseis.     As  if  bischoppis  and  abbotis  spaken  to-day  Bomans  might 

■^  '^^  ^  "  oomoandoTer- 

to-gedre:    "hyde  we  goddis  lawe,  lest  }eB  seculer  Cordis  S^Y  *^JJ^ 
coi»me  and  take  cure  lordeschippis  and  fordo  onre  statis."  Jj^^  '°'  ^^^ 
"And  fro  >tft  day,"  Je  gospel  8ai>,    ">ai  Jonjten  to  sle  ^«>»  ^t^t««| 
criste."     So  now  by  more  malyce  Jai  killen  hem  )7at  techen  chrtet's  goapei 
be  troube  of  cristis  gospell^.    and  in  b^it  bai  sufi&e  not  criste  so  the  people 

cannot  hare  the 

to  be  alyue  in  ^  sowlis  of  his  peple  bi  qwike  faythe,  whiche  knowledge    of 


commij'  by  knouleche  of  his  lawe,  }a,t  }ai  so  cmely  hyden  < 

fro  ]?e  peple ;   &  Jds  is  more  cmel  killynge  of  criste  J^an  to 

kille  hym  bodely  in  his  owne  p«rsone,  *for  ^or-of  came  }e  •[p.iSMS.] 

mooste  goode  to  mankynde,  ^et  is,  saluacion  of  ]k>  ]^at  ben 

chosen  to  blisse.    But  of  ]7at  o^er  mtaier  of  killynge  of  criste 

by  hidynge  of  his  lawe  may  no  goode  comme ;  for  it  is  ajens 

]?e  plesance  of  criste,  &  mooste  lykynge  to  J^e  fende  and 

lesynge  of  sonlis.      And  ^erfore  saynt  ponle  sai)? :    "  Si  [^  oor.  iv.  s.] 

opartum  est  enonngelinm   not^non:    hiis   qui  parennt   est 

op^rtufn :  in  quibtM  dens  hoiiM  s^cifli  ezcecanit  mentes  in- 

fidelium  "  (2  cor.  4) — **  }if  }e  gospel,  is  hid,  it  is  hid  to  hem 

24 
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]7at  p^rschen,  in  ^e  whiche  god  of  ]7i8  worlde  heip  blyndid  J^e 

mynde  of  unfeij^fol  men."     And  ]7us  whoso  bi]7enki]?  hyin 

Our  Uflbops  and  what  msn^  malyce  was  practisid  a^ens  criste  by  bischopis 

the  same  kind  of  and  scribis  and  religious  in  tyme  of  his  bodily  presence  here, 

malice     as    did  -w  ^  j  r  ^ 

*rp.  isi  MS.]      be  same  malice  in  kynde  *he  schal  fynde,  ^he  uphepid,  m  oure 

bfabope         and 

^beain  Christ's  byschopis  and  religious.     And  as  }e  peple  of  israel  wem 

werste  gouemyd  undir  her  prmtis,  whan  ^e  goutfrnance  was 

The  worst  gor-  commen  holy  in-to  her  hondis,  and  undir  bat  gou^mance 

emment  of  the  , 

Jews  was  under  oome    in   her    mooste    confusion  &  losten    be  holy  londe 

the  priests, 

for    eu^;  so  ben  now  cristen    rewmys   foule   confoundid 

by  worldly  gou^maunce  and  lordeschip  ]?at  pr^stis  ban  take 

So  the  secular  up-on  hem.    And  alwey  as  ]7ai  getyn'  more  &  more  of  ]7is, 

^ngs  oon^Son  SO  to  I^ore  coufusion  drawen  cristen  rewmys.     And  for  crist 

realms.  wolde  not  }a,t  prestis  schulde  haue  syche  worldly  gou^mance, 

he  eaiy  to  alle  men :   **  Eeddite  que  sunt  cesaris  cesari,  &  que 

Lukezx.  [25.]    8u»t  dn  doo  " — "  |eldi^  to  cesar  J70  J^ingis  Jat  ben  of  cesar, 

•[p.  14 MS.]       aiid  to  god  )70  ♦)7ingis  j?at  ben  of  god"  ;  confermynge  to  j?e 

seculer  party  of  the  chirche  }e  maUrial  swerde  wi]?   his 

pui*tenance  in  }e  p^rsone  of  cesar,  in  whom  j?at  tyme  was 

chefly  ]?is  swerde,  wi]?  alle  ^e  temporaltes  ]7at  longen  ]7tfrto. 

csBsar     shonid  And  ccrtis  I  drede  not  but  ^at  }e  seculer  party  of  ^e 

C8Mar*s;thetem- chirche,  &  namely  be  lordis,  ban  als  myche  or  more  coloure 

poral sword;  and  '  J  r  f  J 

this  inoindea  all  of  be  firstc  party  of  bis  texte  to  chalenge  oonly  to  hem  be  tern- 

secular  lordship.       i  ir       >/        r  o  j  j 

poral  swerde,  wi]?  his  purtenances  }B.t  longe}  J^^rto,  as  seculer 
lordeschipis  wi]^  seculer  iugement  &  seculer  of^ce,  as  oure 
prtfstis  ban  euydence  of  }e  secunde  party  of  ^is  tizte  to 
chalenge  }e  tij^is  of  ^e  peple,  as  ]?ingis  oonly  longynge  to 
If  priests  were  hem.    And  if  bai  wer  indifferent,  as  bai  demon  bat  it  is 

impartial,     they  '  '  j  j 

would  allow  this,  wrouge  aud  ^dampnable  a  seculer  man  to  take  up-on  hym 

•[p.  14&  MS.] 

a  prratis  office,  in  prM)hynge  or  minystrynge  of  sacromentis, 
and  in  disposynge  of  ti^is,  ^at  weren  lymyted  to  ^e  state  of 
]7e  clergy,  so  ]7ai  schulden  dome  it  fulla  dampnable  a  prest  to 
ocupie  ye  temporal  swerde,  wi]?  }e  purtenance  ]7at  longi^ 
^er-to  specified  to-fore.  And  in  full  witnes  ]?at  yis  lordeschip 
^^^ft^nf^'  is  dampnable  in  }e  state  of  prmthode,  crist,  in  whom  is  f^ll 
kkSf  ******  *     ensaumple  and  lor^  of  p^rfeccyon  of  prasthode,  fled  alU  Jws 
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yingiB ;  for  he  aiioidid  yis  swerde  in  seculer  office,  and  tau^te 

his  apostles,  and  in  hem  alle  o^&r  prestis,  to  do  }e  same  whan 

he  fled  fro  ]?e  peple  ^at  wolde  han  sett  hym  in  J^e  office  of 

a  kynge.     And  whan  he  was  requirid  to  jene  iugement 

bitwene  two  bre)>ern  *stryiiynge  for  heritage,  he  wolde  not  •[?•  15  ms.] 

^eue  }at  seculer  iugement,  but  saide :    '*  Homo,  quis  me  Lao.  xu.  [i4.] 

constituit  iudicem  aut  diuisorem  sup^r  vos  ?  " — *'  Man,  who  act  m  a  judge. 

made  me  a  iuge  or  a  departer  up-on  jou?"     And  so  he 

auoidid  Jis  swerde,  and  left  it  to  ^e  temporal  party  of  his 

chirche  wib  all  be  purtenances.     And  bis  same  lesson  taujte  The     apoetiet 

'  '      *  '  '      teach  obedience 

pe  apostle :  for  saynt  poule  assigned  Jis  sweide  to  }q  seculer  to  the  secular 

lordis,  as  it  is  saide  bifore,  and  techi]?  men  to  pray  firste  for  fi]  Tim.  it  [2.] 

suche  men ;  ^at  ]7e  peple  mai  lede  a  pesable  lyfe  undir  hem. 

And  he  techij?  cristen  men  to  obey  to  hem  whedir  ]?ai  ben  Epb.  ri.  [5.1 

cnsten  or  hej?en ;  je,  all-)70uj  J^ai  ben  tirawntes.     And  saynt  i  Peter  ii.  [i's.] 

petir  techi^  ^e  same  lesson,  and  biddid  ]7e  peple  to  obey  to  ]?e 

kynge,  as  to  hym  Jat  is  passynge  *o]^er,  &  to  duykys  as  to  }o  'fP-  ***  ^^-^ 

J^at  ben  sent  of  ^e  kynge,  in-to  )e  vengance  of  schrewis 

&  preysynge  of  goode  men.     And  as  touchynge  J^is  seculer 

lordeschip,  saynt  petir  techij?  how  ^er  schulde  be  no  lordis  in  [i]  Peter  t.[3.] 

]?e  clergy ;    and  ]?is  worde  most  nedis  be  yndirstonden  of 

seculer  lordeschip,  ]7e  which  criste  his  maistir  bifore  forfendid 

to  alle  his  clergi.     Biy  J^an  ]mt  "pis  lordeschip  of  "pe  clerkis  is 

so  openli  a^ens  ]?e  will^  of  god,  schewid  in  bo]7e  his  lawis,  and 

BOpBi  offenden  god  deedly,  &  eaer  schulen  while  it  duri]?  in  hem, 

it  wer  tyme  bat  cristis  chirche  toke  hede  to  cristis  wordis,  be  it  *■  time  that 

^        '  '  '^    the  Church  took 

whiche  he  spak  to  petir  figurynge  ]fi&  chirche,  and  saide:  "tume  **®^^  chriet'e 

Jre  swerde  in-to  his  place  " ;  as  )70uj  crist  *  wolde  say  }^us :  "  )70u  •[?.  i6  ms.] 

my  chirche,  flgurid  bi  petir,  se  how  )re  mat^al  swerde  wi^ 

his  purtenances  is  owte  of  his  place ;  J^^or  do  as  I  commaundid 

}e,  and  tume  J^is  swerde  in-to  his  place  wi]?  his  purteuaiicis, 

as  secular  lordeschipis,  seculer  office  &  seculer  iugement, 

in-to  ]?e  seculer  arme  of  my  chirche,  as  I  haue  ordeyned."  ^  £  il^riSanM 

And  certis,  but  if  ]7e  chirche  here  effectualy  ]7is  worde  of  ^iS^^ttitoten 

criste,  sohal  it  neu^  stonde  in  redy  rule,  ne  afkir  ]7e  plesance  chriit.  leet  the/ 

of  god ;  and  ]?erfore  lordis  schulden  take  hede  falltf  tendirly  to  BenttoTin.  *^' 
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J^is  voyce  of  criste  }&t  sal} :  "  tame  yia  Bwerde  ajeyne  in^to  liis 
•[p.  i6»  MS.]  place ; "  for  whi  ^is  apostasie  of  ]?e  clergie  will  not  oonly  be 
Bom.  i.  [33.]  oauBe  of  dampnadon  of  hem  djlfe,  but  also  of  alio  *]k>  ]7at  mai 
amende  J^is  &  done  not.  For  saynt  poule  saij;  be  is  not  oonly 
wor)?i  de]?  J^at  do]7e'yael  J'ingis,  but  also  be  J^at  consenti^  to  ]?e 
doer.  Forso^  alle  ^o  consenten  ^at  done  not  her  power  to 
amende  sycbe  defawtis.  And  yeriore  no  man  may  putt  an 
o}er  grounde  bisldis  ]?at  J^at  is  putt,  }e  wbicbe  is  criste  ihMii. 

Capitulum  iiij. 

Apology  for  in-  £]7ele8se  of  0  J^lugo  I  pray  jou  bere,  )7at  je  greue  jou  not, 

n   all-]?ou^  I  for^ete  not  li)tly  }e  mat^rialltf  swerde  wi]y  bis 

purtenances,  and  J^at  I  desire  bertly  ]?at  it  wer  tumyd 

a^en  in-to  bis  kyndely  place,  wber  god  bym  sijlf  bad  putt  it. 

•[p.  17  MS.]  For  wban  crist  was  in  ^e  bondis  of  bis  enmyes,  wber  co*mui»ly 
men  for^eten  bem  sijlfe  &  all  y&t  J^ai  ban  to  do,  pt  be  by^ujte 
bym  on  ]?is  swerde,  and  saide  to  petir,  &  in  bym  to  all  bis 
clergye :  ''  tume  J^e  swerde  in-to  bis  place."    And  it  wer  nede 

Danger  of  delay.  }^t  cn'stis  cbircbe  toke  tente  to  ]?is  word  by-tymys ;  for  ^is 
swerde  wi^  bis  purtenance  may  be  drawe  so  fer  owte  of  bis 
place  }ai  it  will^  be  vnpossible  to  brynge  it  a^en.    For  ]>as  it 

Extent  of  ctii,  stondij?  of  ]?is  swerde  in  f ull^  many  londis,  wber  clerkis  ban 
fully  }e  secttler  lordescbipis  in  ber  power ;  &  it  is  ful  like  for 
to  stonde  in  ]?e  same  wise  wij'-in  a  few  ^eris  in  ynglonde,  but 
if  ]?e  knyjtbode  of  yis  rewme  sett  ]?e  sonner  bonde  upon  yiB 
swerde  to  brynge  it  in-to  bis  k3rndely  place.    For  well  my^te 

•Cp.  vb  MS.]      we  se*uer  ^at  slepe  of  litergi  ]?at  is  fallen  up-on  vs,  ]7at  ^ 

which  inereaaea  clergi  ba^  fro  day  to  day  more  &  more  bonde  vp-on  ]ns  swerde 

^'  wi^  bis  purtenance.     And  so  ^ai  ben  likly  durynge  J^is  slepe 

in  }q  seculer  p^rtye  to  pull  J^is  swerde  owte  of  }e  seculer 

bonde  sodenly,  and  so  to  baue  fulb  power  "peroi,  as  derkis  in 

If oneathfidargj  oW  diuors  loudis  ban.     And  wete  lordis  well  ]7at,  if  Ve  dergi 

get  ftall  power,    ^  i     ^       m  tr 

SST^amSn^  getc  J?is  swcrde  oonys  fully  in  ber  power,  }e  seculer  party 
may  go  pipe  Yri}  an  yuy  lefe  for  eny  lordescbipis  J^at  y# 
derkis  willtf  }eue  bem  ajen ;  for  it  wer  ajens  J^e  lawe  ^at  ^ai 
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han  made  as  tonchjnge  siche  lordeschipis ;  bi  }e  whiche  lawe  for    they  hatve 

]7ai  ben  bonden  to  gete  in-to  ^e  clergie  als  myche  of  ]7e  them  toimrt  with 

,  .  ,  .  .  .  ,    property; 

possescions  as  pei  may,  and  m  no  caas  to  ^ne  eny  sicne 

*  lordeschipis  a^n  in-to  ^e  seculer  honde.     And  ]7is  lawe,  as  •[p.  is  hs.] 

ezpmence  techil;  vs.  is  streytly  ynon^  kepte  amonee  hem.  and  they  keep 

Ti        11     J        .X  .  ,    X  1  ,        .  „  their  UwsBtrict- 

For  aHe  day  it  is  seen  J?at  seculer  men  ^uen  her  temporall  ly. 
possessions  to  ^e  clergi ;  but  cowde  I  nen^  seen  ne  here  ]?at 
eny  siche  lordeschipis  wern  jeuen  a^n  to  ]7e  seculer  party. 
Ne^eles  I  wote  well*  fat  )>e  clergi  will  sai  her*,  bat  all  her  They  mUeoe  the 

riffbts    01    the 

bissynes  ]7at  ^ai  han  i^  J^is  worlde  a-bowte  siche  lordeschipe,  chnroh. 

as  in  stryuynge,  pletynge,  chydynge,  and  fi^nge,  is  for  the 

ry^te  of  holy  chirehe.    Bat  certis  it  is  merueyl  how  &  by 

whos  autorite  J^is  ri^te  cam  a  place.   For  welb  I  wote  ]?at  god 

is  fdlltf  lords  of  alb  ]^is  worlde  aboue  and  also  of  the  erthe 

bine]7e,  as  ]7e  prophete  dauyd  sai]; :    **  Domini  est  tarra  &  [PMam  zziT.  i.] 

pleni^iido  ♦eius  " — "Je  erpe  and  }e  plente  J^^rof  is  }e  lordis."  •[?.  iw  ms.] 

And  welltf  I  wote  yat  y&r  is  no  lorde  here  of  \%  er)e,  but  if  he 

hold  of  hym  as  ohefe  lorde,  &  haue  his  lordesehip  A  hold  it  '^^^  'de'oJd 

by  autorite  of  Jis  lorde  god.    And  wel  I  wote  forj^^rmore  *•  chief  lord, 

)>at  J7is  ehefe  lorde  ha}^  jeue  a  decre  vp-on  his  clergi,  bojTC  in  whohaefcrWdden 

^e  olde  lawe  &  in  }e  newe,  ]^e  whiche  may  not  be  reuokid  perty. 

rijtfully;  Jat  none  of  ^e  olergye,  Jre  whiche  is  ybonden  by 

his  astate  &  office  to  sue  ortste  in  ]7e  p^eccion  of  ]?e  gospell^, 

schulde  eny  siche  lorde  be ;  as  it  is  schewid  openli  before  by 

autorite  of  bo^e  \e  lawis  and  by  ^e  lijfe  of  ortste  and  his 

apostles.    And  ]7erfore  J^e  holy  doctoure  origene  writi^  ^us  of  origen.  ■.  gen. 

goode  prMtis  &  yuell^ :  ''  wolt  ]7U  wite  what  difference  is  bitwiz 

^e  prMtis  *of  god  &  ^e  pr^s  of  pharao?  pharao  grawnti^  •[p.  isms.] 

londis  to  his  pr^stis ;  forso]^  god  graunti]?  none  portye  in  ]7e 

er]?e  to  his  prmtis,  but  sai]?,  '  I  am  ^oure  parte.'     ]?erfore  alle 

|e  pr^tis  of  ]?e  lorde  ^at  reden  ]res  ]7ingis,  take  hede  &  so 

what  is  ]?e  difference  of  prvstis ;  lest  J?ai  ]7«rt  han  parte  in  ]7e 

er^e  &  taken  tente  to  bissinessis  and  til^is  of  ]7e  er^e  be  not 

seyn  to  be  pr^stis  of  ]7e  lorde  but  of  pharao ;  for  he  wiU^  ]7at 

his  prMis  haue  possessions,  &  hawnte  ]?e  tylynge  of  ]?e  felde 

&  not  of  ^  sonle ;  he  wol  }at  ]?ai  jeue  bissynes  to  ^e  londe, 
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[Lake  sir.  ss.]    &  not  to  }e  law6.    But  what  oriste  oommaundi^,  here  je:  '  He 

J^at  forsaki]?  not  alle  ^ingis  J^at  he  ha^  in  posseasion  may  not 

be  my  disciple.'     Grist  denje}  him  to  be  his  disciple  J^at  ha^ 

•[p.  m  MS.]      *  any  ^inge  in  po88e8s[i]on,  and  him  ]?at  forsald]?  not  alle  ^ingis 

^t  he  ha]? ;  ^  what*  do  we  ?  how  rede  we  }eB  YmpA  oure 

eijUe,  o^er  how  expowne  we  ^es  J^ingis  to  ^e  peple?  }?e  whiohe 

renounce  not  }eB  J^ingis  ]?at  we  ban,  but  we  willen  gete  to  ts 

^0  ]7inges  ]?at  we  hadden  neu^  bifore  we  cam  to  criste.   That 

is  to  Ibrsake  pouert  and  bodely  trauell^  for  to  haue  riches  and 

ese.    But  certis  }iB  is  contrarie  to  J^e  apostles  lijfe,  as  saynt 

Matt.  xix.  [27.]  petir  witnessi]?,  saynge  to  onste :  what  schal  be  to  ts  ]7at  han 

forsaken  alle  ]angis  &  swen  "pe?  bo  petir  axed  not  lordeschip 

&  ese  of  ^is  lijfe  to  rewarde  for  his  seruyce."     And  }&r(oT  }e 

od'  1j»^»mone  ^^^  doctoure  Odo  in  a  sermon  saij,  yat  bigynne]?  }>us,  *Ecoe, 

mi«  otmjU*^*"'  nos  reliqMtmtM  omnia:  *' Abel  is  dede;  pe  bissynes  of  schipanl 

and  spiritual  momynge  or  weylynge  is  slayne;   but  cayme, 

]?at  is  possession,  is  kept,  }ee  and  caym  }e  er]?e-tyller0,  is  made 

]?e  hirde  or  gouemor  *  of  sowlis.    Eor  it  is  not  axyd  in  pe 

chirohe  if  he  kan  well^  teche,  or  if  he  kan  wepe  &  weyle  for 

synys,  but  jef  he  be  caym,  ^t  is  an  erj^e-tilyer^  ]7at  kan  welU 

tiUtf  }e  londe.    And  it  is  no  wondir  ]?ou}  possession  ale  fal 

many,  si]?  it  is  yenynu     For  Jto  same  day  ]7at  the  chirche  was 

endowid  bi  constantyne,  ^er  was  herde  a  voyce  in  pe  eyre : 

'to-day  is  venym  sched  in-to  }e  chirche.'    for  the  chirche  was 

made  more  i»  dignite  but  lesse  in  religion.    And  if  it  be  azid 

•[p.  20ft  MS.]      0^  Biche  oone :  * '  where  is  }e  schepe  ^at  was  bytaken  to  ]?e  ? ' 

Sco6M«'^*ISJ  ^Q  awnsweri]?  'whej?^  I  am  kepar  of  my  bro]?dr?'  as  ]70uj  he 

HUM  omn  gayde,  *  what  charge  is  to  me  of  ]?e  sowlis,  so  J?at  I  haue  well^ 

ordenyd  for  ]?e  temporalis  goodis.'     Syche  ben  acursid^  as 

cayme  was,  }at  led  owte  }e  schepe  abel  &  brynge  hym  not 

ajen,  but  disseyuen  hym ;  of  whiche  god  sai]?  by  }e  prophete 

Ezechiel,  her  schipardis  han  disseyuyd  hem."    Alle  ]?is  sai^ 

pe  goode  doctour  Odo.    To  siche  holy  sentence  of  scrtpture 

[Isidore.]  ^  doctouris  schulden  lordis  take  hede ;  for  saynt  ysydre  sai]?, 

^  goner  MS. 
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I  nd  it  is  putt  in  }e  lawe :   "  Seouler  lordis,  pryncis  of  >e  TwjdaH  Mmten- 

*7orlde,  schuldew  weU  wite  &  knowe  >at  >ai  schal  jdde  herd  2S™  ^'  ^  *' 

rekenynge  &  acowntis  to  god  for  *holy  chirche,  Jat  }ai  ban  •[?.  21  ms.] 

take  of  oriste  to  kepe  &  to  defende.    For  as  aai}  the  law ; 

}er  whe}er  so  ener  }at  seouler  lordis  rule  holy  chirche  wel  or 

yuelltfy  mste  schal  ax  reknynge  of  hem.    For  nndir  seouler 

lordis  power  crist  ha^  sett  ]^  rulynge  and  gonem3rnge  of  his 

chirche."  And  Jerfore  saynt  Austyn,  in  }e  boke  of  questyons  ^'"**^ 

of  fe  olde  lawe  and  ]?e  newe,  &  in  o]?^  dyners  placis,  sai]?  ^at 

kyngis  and  lordis  ben  vioaris  of  ^  godhede.    And  saynte 

ponle  Bsip :  "  l^ot  wi)7-oute  cause  kny^tis  beren  swerde,  but  »«»•  »**i-  [*  3 

to  aveuge  ^e  wra]7e  of  god  in-to  hym  ]7at  mjsdo}e,  &  to 

supporte  &  mayntene  hem  }at  done  wel."  ^    And  for  wor]7ines 

of  Jis  astate  saynt  poule  techi]?  to  pray  first  of  alle  for  kyngis  [i]  Tim.  ii.  [2.] 

&  kny^tisy  ]?at  god  jeue  hem  grace  to  gouem  *hem  selfe  &  •[p.216ms.] 

her  peple,  ^at  y&i  ban  in  gou^nance  to  ]?e  plesance  of  god  & 

to  hel]?e  of  her  owne  sowlis.    And  herfor  saynt  petir  biddi)?  C^]  P«t«riL[i7.] 

}e  peple  to  obey  to  kyngis,  as  to  hem  J?at  ben  passynge  o}ery 

&  to  dukys  as  to  ^  jrat  ben  ^  sent  of  kyngis  in-to  }e  vengance 

of  mysdoers  &  to  ]^  praysynge  of  goode  men.     And  not- 

wi]7Btondynge  alle  )es  autorites,  ^at  ben  rehersid  afore  ajen 

]7e  lordeschipls  y&t  ]?e  derkis  ocoupien  ezpresly  ajens  goddis 

lawe,  as  it  schal  be  pleynly  proned  her-aftir  wi]?  goddis  help, 

jit  J^ai  sayen  Jat  ortiste  forfendij;  hem  not  siche  worldly  ^**»  ■•y  jjj* 

lordeschip,  saaf  ]7at  y^i  schuld  not  be  lordis  aftir  }e  pompe  &  ^  ^^  po^p 

prtde  of  ^  worlde.    But  {^is  flesobly  glose  &  many  siche 

o}er  }&t  yai  ban  is  no  J^inge  to  pur^pose.     For  god  ha]?  *[p-  22  ms.] 

forfendit  pompe  and  prtde  to  all  man^  of  men,  and  mysuse  These  an  forUd- 

den  to  all  men. 

of  his  goodis ;  for  he  jaue  neu^  man  leue  to  do  synne.     But 

vp  hap  ^u  art  a  clerke  or  a  religious  man  endowid  wi^  many 

worldly  lordeschipis,  and  art  wo  J?at  eu^r  crist  was  so  yuel  SjJl'^cSteriX 

avised  to  say,  or  Je  euatmgeUst  to  write,  Jes  wordis ;   J?e  ^vwed  to  speak 

kyngis  of  he]7en  ban  lordescbip  upon  hem,  but  je  not  so ;  and 

woldlst  li^tly,  and  it  wer  in  ^ine  power,  do  ^is  worde  &  siche 

1  ynel  MS.    (Thifl  clause  iinot  in  the  pasBage  zefezred  to.)     *  bent  MS. 
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o]?er  owte  of  }&  gospelld  for  eutr ;  aa  waiwerd  derkia  wolden 

in  seynt  Anstyns  time  haue  done  owte,  &  ]7ai  wisteii  how,  J^is 

Matt,  zxiii.  [2.]  wordo  of  Jto  gospelltf .*  ^'suiMT  cathedram  moyseB  Bederunt  &c." 

'^  Ypon  moyses  chayer  ban  siten  Bcribis  &  pharyseis :  alle  ]rat 

•[p.  325  MS.]      ]7ai  schal  say  to  *}oa  kepe  &  do  }e,  but  do  ^e  not  aftir  her 

AustTn.  werkis."   ]?us  saij;  Austyn,  de  nerbis  dowiini,  sup^  isto  tezta. 

And  for  als  myche  as  }vl  maist  not  undo  for  eu^r  suohe  testis, 

ne  jit  }xk  wilt  do  aftir  }e  letter  of  siche  textis ;  j?tfrfore  )7U 

andwaataffioBs.  saist  ]?a  most  haue  a  glose.    wel  ^an  for  goddis  loue,  If  ^a 

wilt  glose  'pe  testis  of  }e  gospell^  J^at  ben  so  eaen  ajens  }i 

lordeschip,  glose  hem  as  criste  did  and  commaundid  }e  to 

joiiiiz.[38],xiT.  jene  full^  credence  to  his  glose,  whan  he  saide:  ^'jif  jeleuenot 

Theidiouidtakeme  for  my  wordis,  lene  je  J^e  dedis."     And  if  ]7U  bileue 

UutiA,  his  deeds!  efPectualy  J^is  glose,  }ji  schalt  not  oonly  forsake  }e  lordeschip 

]?at  ]7U  occnpiest,  but  also,  ra]?^  ]7an  }u  schuldist  be  oonpied 

John  Ti.  [15.]     }erwip,  ]?a  schalt  renne  awai  ]7er-fro  &  hyde  ]7e,  as  crMtis 

•[p.  23  MB.]      glose  sai]?  ]7at  he  did.    and  if  }n  wilt  not  bileue  ef^fectoaly 

Or,     fonaking  onstis  wordis  uoj^er  bis  glose,  ]7an  ^u  wilfully  &  obetynatly 

teoome  members  forsakist  cnst  vttirly ;   and  so  bu  bycummyst  a  lymmo  of 

of  Antichrist.  ,     ,  ^  '  j         ^  y  w 

anticriste,  for  no  man  may  putt  an  oyer  grounde  bysidis  J'at 
]?at  is  put,  J^e  whiche  is  criste  ihtfiu. 


GeL^itulum  y. 

Ere  we  may  se  J^at  a  derk  may  not  be  a  lorde,  or  Tir- 

h   tuosly  occupi  so  seouler  lordeschip.    And  fif  ]7u  wilt  wete 

whi,  me  semi]?  ]?at  ]?is  is  a  cause  sufficient  y-nowe.    ]?at 

oriiBte  haj?  forbodun  hem  ]7is  lordeschip  in  playne  wordis,  as 

it  is  writen  ofte  to-fore,  &  glosid  ^o  wordis  wi]?  his  dedis ; 

Christ  oifend    for  whan  he  was  soujte  to  his  passion,  he  profred  hym  silfe, 

fS^,    hut    but  whan  he  was  soujte  to  be  a  kynge  &  to  haue  taake  up-on 

kingship!    ^    hym  ye  material  swerde  wi^  his*  purtenances,  he  fled  and 

•[p.  386  MS.]     *hidde  hym  self  and  left  ^is  swerde  hooly  in  his  plaoe; 

techynge  his  pr^stis  by  ]7is  ensample  to  do  ^  same.     And  it 

is  no  doute  but  y&t  yis  ensaumple  was  a  commaundement  to 
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cristis  prMis  to  fle  ytdrli  yis  lordesohip.      Eor  as  seynt 

gregory  eaip:   *' DominuB  ihesuB  ciistus  tliud  nos  s^nnonibuf,  Oregoriwomeiia 

slivLd  yero  op^ibtM  ammonet.    Ip«a  erdm  faota  eius  pr^cepta 

8unt|   quia  dam  aliad  tacitiM  facit,   quid  agere  debeamtM 

innotescit.''     GristiB  dedis  or  ensaumples  ben  commannde-  His  example  is  a 

ooinuaiul* 

mentis  what  we   schulden   do.      And   ]7at  cnste  fled  yis 

temptaoion  of  ^e  peple  &  hidde  hjmself  schuld  tecbe  pr^stis 

to  fle,  not  oonly  yia  synfall  &  dainpnable  lordescbip  in  }e 

state  of  prtfBthode,  but  also  yat^  ]?ai  fle  }e  occasion  or  the 

temptaci[on]  *}er-of.     And  Jis  ensaumpled  ortste  i«  his  •[?.  24  ms.] 

fleynge  and  hydynge.     And  not  ooDly  yiB,  but  also  crist  Jbiist    to    hw 

in  his  doynge  dampnyd  symony,  Je  whiche  is  takynge,  or  »imony. 

an  unruely  will^  to  take  or  to  ^ene,  worldly  goode  for  grace, 

or  bi  occasion  of  grace  of  god  mynystred  to  eny  creature. 

Eor  whan  criste  had  graciously  &  by  myracle  fed  ^e  peple, 

^qrow  occasion  of  ]?at  grace,  ^is  peple  was  moued  to  take  hym 

&  make  hym  a  lorde;    but  criste,   a  dere  ensaumple  of 

dennesse  of  pr^tis,  by  whom  as  goddis  instrumentis  grace  is 

^uen  to  ye  peple  as  yia  grace  was  by  ye  presto  criste,  fled 

^is  ^ifte.    And  in  ]?is  fleynge  of  criste  fro  yia  lordeschip  aftir 

ye  myracle  &  grace  ]?at  god  ye  fadir  had  ministrid  by  hym, 

he  dampned   *  ye   ressauyng  of  ye  lordeschip   ye  whiche  *[p.  2ift  ks.] 

siluestre  toke  of  constantyne.     And  criste  commendid  & 

coufermyd  ye  dede  of  ye  blessid  prophete  hely^,  ]?at  refusid  £Usiui'i«mBpie. 

ye  jiftis  proferid  to  hym  of  Naaman  aft^  ye  miracle  &  grace  4  Kings  t.  [16.] 

^at  god  had  done  by  hym  to  Naaman.    Ke^elesse  for  ye  more 

open  knowleche  of  yat  yat  I  moue  here,  yxi  schalt  undirstonde 

Jat  ye  casis  Jat  bitydden  bytwene  coDstantyne  &  siluestre  ^^P^J^a  ^d 

&  naaman  &  helije  ben  wondir  like ;   for  bo^e  Jes  seculer  suTester. 

men  wer  grete  lordis  &  mesels,  and  hoye  weren  helid  bi 

myracle  of  god,  &  bi  grace  mynystred  to  hem  bi  ]^s  two 

prastis.    For  I^aamaf»  was  helid  of  god  bi  grace  ministred  to  4  Kings  r. 

hym  bi  helije.     And  constantyne  was  he[lid]  *of  god  by  grace  •[?.  25  ms.] 

ministred  to  hym  bi  siluestre,  as  his  storie  telli]?.    and  bo]? 

^  MS.iiueris'but.' 
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]7ai  wer  helid  in  oon  wise,  for  in  wat^r  schewid  of  god  to  ]?es 

two  pr^stis,  and  bi  ]766  two  pr^stlB  schewid  to  ]?e8  ^  two  dke 

men.    And  aftir  ^ea  gracis  ]7ub  minystred  by  ^es  two  pr^tis, 

Kaaman  proferid  to  helije  wondir  grete  jiftis  of  mouable 

goodisy  and  conBtantyne  proferid  to  Biluestr^  bo]?e  mouable 

&  vnmonable  goodia  in  wondir  grete  plente  and  ezcesse. 

ck>ntrast—         But  not-wi]7stondynge  ^at  naaman  prayed  full«  hertly  helije, 

take  gifts.  &  ouforaid  bym  ^at  he  schuld  haue  take  J^o  jiftis,  Yttirly  he 

^^tuM^     ^^^^forsoke  hem;    but  siluestr^  in  }e  same  case  toke  J^at  }e 

•r*lidiM8i      ©n^P^'^iire  proferid  hym,  bo)>e  Je  grete  worldly  ♦aray  &  ^e 

wondir  grete  lordeschipis.     And  oo  grete  cause  whi  heli^ 

wold  not  assent  to  Kaaman  to  take  eny  jiftis  of  hym  in  ^ia 

case  was  for  ]7an  helije  had  been  a  symonient,  si]?  his  man 

[OehAti.]  giezi,  ^at  ran  aftir  naaman  and  toke  |iftis  of  hym  ^row 

occasion  of  ]?at  grace  so  minystred,  was  a  symonyent,  not- 

wi]7stondynge  ^at  ]7at  grace  was  not  ^ue  by  hym  in  eny  wise 

to  I^aaman,  but  yet  he  toke  J^o  |iftis  bi  occasion  of  ^t  grace. 

how  myche  ri^er  his  maisW*  heli^e,  ]?at  had  more  knnnynge 

&  was   bounden   to   more   p^eccion,   schuld   haue   be   a 

symonyent  ^  he  had  ressauyd  yat  goode,  si];  ]?at  grace  was 

ministred  to  Naaman  by  hym.    And  no  dowte  J^ou^  siluestre 

*[p.36MS.]       had  in  ]7is  case  ressauyd  but  mouable  goodis,  he  *8chulde 

haue  synned  more  gr^uously  ]7an  giezi  did,  or  helije  schulde 

JttjMterotondad  jif  h©  had  ressauyd  Jat  naaman  proferid  to  hym  ;   for  siluestir 

perfect  Uw.        trespassld  ajens  a  more  p^rfite  la  we.     And  what  bi  giezi 

&  balam,  what  by  Judas  &  symon  magtM,  ^at  wer  symony- 

entis  acursid  of  god  &  ysmyten  wi^   goddis  vengance,  & 

what  bi  many  fair^  euydencis  of  scripture  &  reson  ]7at  siohe 

a  man  ow^t  to  haue  had,  he  had  many  grete  wam3rngia  of 

hydousnes  &  ^enUe  of  ^is  synne  ou^  y&t  his  pr^ecessouris 

hadden;  and  aHe  ]?is  agregeden  hys  syn.    Here  it  may  be 

knowen  ]7at  siluestie  did  not  aftir  ^e  ensaumple  of  cnste, . 

"pBt  fled  whan  he  schuld  haue  be  made  a  kynge  &  hidde 

hym  self  and  so  wij^-stode  it,  but  he  proferid  hymself  to  his 

^  to  tea  to  >e  MS. 
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passion.     Bat  ^siluestir  did  on  ^e  controri  wise;  for  whan  •[p.aeAKS.] 

i_  MA  •        ii*-!!*  ..!«  ^        A     '       ^  John  xTlll.  [4.] 

ne  was  sowite  to  passion,  ne  hidde  hym  siilfe,  as  pe  stone  of  siirMterrerened 

-  '''''*  Ghrift'ieaEample. 

hym  teUi]?.      And  whan  he  was  callid  to  ]7e  state  of  ]7e 

emp^roore    or  worldly  dignite,   he    in    a    manor    proferid 

hym  self;    in  als  myche  as   he  manly  wi^stode  not  ^e 

hidous  &  synfulltf  purpose  of  ]?e  emp^rour^,  but  cowerdly 

consentid  to  his  foly.    And  oertis  I  drede  not  ]mt  he  had 

nea^r  betlw  cause  of  martirdome  J?an  to  haue  wij^stonde  JSiSSod^  ^h© 

Jis  foli  of  Je  empdrour,  in  case  \at  he  wolde  by  Tiolence  Emperor'B  wui. 

haue    enforsid   hym    to   \\a  lordesohip.      For   as    a    man 

may  conceyue,  in  portye   of   ^at  ^at  is  saide  before,   & 

of  euydenee  ]?at  wi]?  goddis  help  schal  sue  her-aftir,  \\a 

wickid  dede  was  p^ruertynge  of  cnstis  ordenances  in  ^his  •[p.27MS.] 

chirche,   &   harmfulltf  &  destruction  to  eu^  state  ]?tfrof, 

&  will  be  fynal  confusion  \6roi  but  jif  it  be  remedied. 

And  so  ]?is  man  had  neu^  so  grete  cause  to  fle  &  to  hide 

hym  self  as  whan  he  was  callid  to  \\a  rialte ;  and  yai  he 

myjte  haue  lemyd  of  criste,  \a\,  schulde  haue  be  his  maist^r, 

]7at  in  ^  same  case  fled  &  hidde  hymself.      And  ]?ou; 

rnkunnyngnes  myjte  sumdele  excuse  J^e  emp^our ;  }it  l^at  He  had  not  the 

Emperor's  ezouee 

my^t  not  excuse  ]7is  preste,  ^at  ow^te  to  knowe,  as  a  ^mge  of  ignorance, 
chefly  bilongyng  to  his  parfeccion,  ]7at  he  schulde  not  be  a 
lorde  on  J^at  wise.    For  no  man  may  putt  an  o\u  grounde 
biside  ]7at  Qat]  is  putt  whiche  is  crtiBte  i^«u. 


Nd  so  who  so  loki]?  wel  \b  dede  of  siluestir,  it  was  *ex-  '[p.  27ft  ms.] 
a  prtfsly  ajens  }e  lyuynge  &  ]?e  techynge  of  ih««u  criste,  as  it 

is  openli  tawjt  bifore.    And  si)?  J?e  endowynge  of  Je  dergi  Endowment    of 


the 
Con- 


is  groundid  vp-on  Jis  dede,  we  may  se  by  Jis  processe  how  Je  gronnded  wi 
clergi  is  wondirfuU^  enfect  wi]?  symonye  &  heresie.    For  J^is  atantine. 
siime  in  hem  may  not  be  vndo  till  J^e  temporalis  loideschip  in 
hem  be  distried,  whiche  haj?  envenemyd  alle  ^e  clergi.    &  ^if 
we  taake  hede  to  J^is  processe,  we  schal  not  myche  wondir,  all- 
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J'oui  ]^  awngelld  of  god,  aperynge  in  ^e  eyre  in  ^  tyme  of 

doynge  of  ]?is  wiokid  dede,  saide  ^es  wordis:    "J^is  day  is 

Gam.  venym  ached  or  helt  in  ]7e  chirche  of  god ;  '^  as  gorram  sai]?  up-  . 

•[p.  28  MS.]      on  }q  xij  chapitre  of  }e  apocalips.     And  ^erfoT  bsa)  ♦aaynt 

[Jerome.]  Jerom,  in  yitis  patram:  **Bip  }e  ohirche  encresid  in  posses- 

Byouns,  it  hip  decresid  in  vertues."    And  herfore  criste  pat 

vas  in  lyke  case  wi}  pes  two  prestis,  helije  &  silnestre,  in 

dampnynge  of  ]7iB  wickid  dede  pat  h&p  so  myche  harmyd  & 

envenymyd  his  chirche,  left  }e  way  of  siluestre,  J?at  toke  J>is 

worldly  lordesohip,  and  chese  }e  way  of  heli^e  pe  prophete, 

^at  forsoke  ^o  ^iftis  J^at  naaman  proferid  hym,  and  fled  boj? 

symony  &  heresy.     And  so,  as  heliye  left  pe  grete  richesse 

]7at  naaman  wold  haue  ;yue  hym  &  tooke  wor^i  pe  pore 

4  KingB  iy.  [8.]   ordenance  &  fyndynge  "pat  a  goode  man  &  his  wyfe  proferid 

to  hym;  pat  is  to  say,  a  lytilb  soler,  a  bedde,  a  borde,  a  chair^ 

•[p.  285  MS.]      &  a  kandilstek,  pe  whiche  *ben  aoordynge  to  a  stndier  or  a 

Christ  lived  on    contcmplatyfo  man ;  So  cnste  forsoke  secnler  lordeschipis,  & 

held  hym  payde  wi^  J^e  pore  Mode  ]^at   denoute  peple 

ministred  to  hym  to  his  nedefal  sustenance  in  his  laboun. 

M  did  all  the      And  pMB  didden  also  alle  pe  apostles,  as  a  man  may  conceyne 

Luke  Tiii.  [8.]     of  pe  gospell^  &  in  many  oper  placis  of  her  lijfis.     For  aftir 

tyme  ]7at  god  pe  fadir  had  wron^te  piB  grete  miracle  bi  criste 

his  prrate,  in  relenynge  of  fyve  ]H>usande  &  mo  ^at  wem  in 

mysese  of  hnnger,  he  avoydid  siche  worldly  rewarde  ^at 

schulde  hane  be  joue  to  hym  by  occasion  of  minystrynge  of  ]7is 

grace.     Si];  ^an  ]?at  crt'ste  &  heli^  acorden  to-gydre  in  J?is 

•[p.  29  MS.]       case,  &  siluestrtf  renersi]?  hem  boj^e  here ;  *and  siche  oontrarius 

dedis  in  casis  J^at  ben  so  lijke  mow  not  be  glosid  to-gedre,  ^an 

we  most  nedis,  ;if  we  will  go  a  snre  way,  magnifie  in  worde 

a!ristrad£iiJ?a  *  ^®^®  I'®  ^^7^^  ^^  helije  &  of  crtste  in  pia  case;  ap  pat 

helices  dede  is  commendid  in  scnpture,  and  crtst  is  tm^e  and 

Sihasi  ""d**??  *^*^'  °^  scnrptnre.    J?an  we  moten  dampne  pe  doynge  of  gyezi 

veeter.  &  of  siluestre,  ^ns  ferr  strayynge  away  fro  helije  &  crrate  & 

bu?  bmS^      ^^  gospelltf.  And  in  Jis  writynge  I  blasfeme  no  more  siluestre, 

surester.  g^  j^g  \^q]j  men  and  sayntis  pat  han  ben  sij?  Jis  endowynge 
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of  ]^e  chirohe  cam  in,  all-]7oa}  [I]  rehers  &  blame  her  synne, 

fan  I  do  petir  &  his  felowis  whan  I  say  fat  }ai  synfully 

forsoken  crista,   or  poule  whan  *i  say  J^at   he  wickidly  •[p.  296  ms.] 

pursnyd  crfstis  chirche.    for  I  blame  of  no  ]?inge  wher-of  }^ai 

schuld  be  sayntisy  no  more  }^an  I  do  }ea  apostLee;  all«-]70U}  I 

blame  her  synnys,  }e  whiohe  }ai  hem  self  dtanpnjdy  &  wer 

Bori  Jat  eu^  J«d  synned  so.    Por  petir  wept  sor*  for  his  i£att.  mvI.  [75.] 

synne,  as  ]?e  gospell^  sai]^.    and  saynt  ponle,  mekely  knowlech- 

ynge  his  synne,  saide  ]?at  he  was  not  worj^i  to  be  callid  [i]  cor.  xt.  [9.] 

apostle  of  oriste,  and  ]^at  bi-cause  }at  he  pursnyd  crtstis 

chirche.    And  on  J^e  same  wise  siluestr^  and  "pea  sayntis 

diden,  or  ellis  schuld  haue  do  for  her  synne.    For  whan  we  saints    to    be 

will  preyse  sayntis,  we  schul  loke  wherin  Jai  suyd  cr«te  and  Sey**  foiS^S 

his  lawe  in  worde,  dede,  or  manors,  and  so  ferr  ]^ai  ben  wor}^i  Matt.^ 

preysynge  *and  no  feTper;  for  crist  is  ^e  mesure  of  yertuons  '[p.  soms.] 

lyuynge  &  worchynge ;  and  herfore  he  calli]?  alle  men  to  sue  MattzxTiii.[2a] 

hym  &  to  leme  of  hym,  &  namely  pr^stis  to  teche  ]?at  }^at  he 

taw^te,  and  ]7an  we  may  not  erre.    And  herfore  saynt  poule  £pb.  t.  ri.i 

tau^te  cristen  peple  to  sue  hym,  but  no  ferrer  pan  he  sue]?  zi.  1.] 

ihMU  criste.     And  saynt  petir  remitti]^  pe  pepilb  to  criste,  for 

to  take  of  hym  ensaumple;  saiynge  }us:  ''Grist  hap  sufired  for  1  Peter  u.  [21.] 

Ys,  leuynge  pu  ensaumple  pat  je  filow  pe  steppis  of  hym  ]?at 

did  no  synne,  nepii  was  eny  gyle  founden  in  his  mouJTe." 

And  so  a  man  may  eu^  saafly  sue  his  lyuynge  and  techynge 

wi J-owte  eny  errynge  ;  but  & ,  we  sue  in  alle  J7ingis  eipar  J^^fif^i{l*T,J2 

petir,  poule,  or  siluestr^,  or  eny  *oper  synfdll^  man,  we  must  '^''mugf  ^^ten 

nedis  err*  in  many  J^ingis,  as  Jai  diden.     Loke  Jan  if  siluestr^  «"» *■  ^«y  ^^ 

suyd  criste  whan  he  forsoke  pe  pouert  of  pe  gospell^  &  by-cam 

a  lorde  vpon  pe  west  empire  of  pe  worlde.    And  if  he  so 

did,  ]«n  preyse  hym  in  pat  doynge,  &  ellis  not.      for  whi  no 

man  may  putt  an  oper  grounde  bisidis  ^t  J^at  is  putt,  pe 

whiche  is  criste  ihi^u. 
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Ca,]^ifulum  yij. 

I  J^is  processe  bifore  saide  men  mow  leitie  to  awnswer^ 

b   to  ]?e  comon  argumentis  ]mt  couetous  derkis  maken  in  ^is 

mat^  to  mayntene  wi}  her  synne.   In  ]?e  whiche  argomen- 

tis  ]?ai  aleggen  for  hem  ]?e  smDes  of  her  pr^decessoiis,  sajnge 

•[p.  81 M8.]       Jus,  "seynt  hue,  seynt  thomas  and  seynt  swyj^une  *wer  j^us 

GoTetoiu  clerks  lordis,  &  lai  wer  holy  men  here  &  now  ben  seyntis  in  heuen  ; 

allege    the    ex-  '        '^  -^  ^  ' 

ample  of  saints;  ]?an  may  WO,  be  J^e  same  skile,  medefolh  taake  up-on  ts  }^is 
temporall  lordeachip,  and  sue  hem  in  J^is.''  Bat  je  Bchal 
undirstonde  ]?at  yis  man^  of  arguynge  holdij  well^  whan  we 
argue  of  god ;  for  it  suy]?  well,  **  criste  did  ]?ub,  saide  Jus,  or 
wolde  ]?UB,  yerioT  ]?i8  was  wel  done,  saide,  or  willid ;  &  so  in 
yis  dede,  worde,  or  willd,  it  is  holsum,  spedy  &  plesaunt  to 

irat  it  is  nerer  god  bat  WO  Bue  hym."    But  whan  we  argue  of  an  crMttur^ 

»afe  to  follow  in  **,      '  .         "^  ,  .  %^     .         . , 

all  things   any  ]?i8  argument  IB  to  sohorte;  for  it  snep  not,  'Tetir  saide  ]?ns  or 

did  ]?U8,  J'^ore  he  did  or  saide  well^,  and  in  'pes  wordis  & 

•[p.  S16  MS.]      dedis  it  is  holsum  to  sue  hym ; "  for  Jds  man^  *of  arguynge  is 

Tnpr^uyd  in  pat  pat  petir  forsoke  criste,  &  in  pat  pat  he 

Bmote  of  malcus  ere ;   so  pat  J^is  man^   of  arguynge  of  a 

cr^ture  is  to  sohorte.    And  J^erfor  je  most  argue  pua:  **  Petir 

saide  or  did  ]7ns,  and  in  ]?is  saiynge  or  doynge  he  suyd  pe  life 

&  pe  lore  of  ih^u  mate ;  perfoT  petir  in  J^is  did  or  sayde  weU^, 

They    should    ^^^  ^^  V^^  ^^  16  hoIsum  to  sue  petir."     And  so  musten  oure 

saSitsfoiimd    clerkis  argue  whan  ]rai  aleggen  for  her  lordeschip  pe  lynynge 

of  her  patrons  &  sayntis,  &  sayen  pus :    ''  Seynt  thomas  & 

seynt  hwe  &  seynt  Swi]?une  wer  ]?ub  lordis,  &  in  piB  ]?ai  suyd 

crtstis  lyuynge  &  his  lore;   perfoT  we  may  lefulH  be  pxis 

Ss^hora'bJfore  l^^^^^-'*    ^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^  J**  gabriel  schal  blow  his  home  or 

•TpfffMS?***  J^®^  ^*^  preuyd  pe  mynor;  *}?at  is,  j?at  pea  seyntes  or  patrons 

in  }^i8  Buyden  pe  lore  or  pe  life  of  ihMU  criste.    And  of  J^is  fe 

may  se  ]7at  siche  nakid  argumentis,  ]?at  ben  not  clo]?id  wi^ 

cristis  lyuynge  or  his  techynge,  ben  rijt  noujt  wor]?e,  all«-]?ou^ 

pe  clerkis  ablynden  wi]?  hem  myche  folke  in  ]?is  worlde.    But 

here  haue  I  no  leyser  to  telb,  all  }if  I  kou^e,  what  chefesaunce 
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and  costis  be  clergi  raakib,  &  what  werris  bai  holden  to  con-  Efforu  of  the 

,.  «i.  1,,.^*     clergy  to  nudn- 

tyna  Jtis  symony  &  heresi  so  vnauyBely  broa^te  m-to  pe  tein  their  lord- 
chirche.     And  }it  ]?ai  seohen  all^  ]?e  ways  ferto  y&t  ]?ai  kan, 
}he  in  so  myche  ]?at  [^i]  gone  openli  armyd  into  ]?e  felde  to 
kill  Glisten  men  for  to  gete  and  holde  siche  lordeschipe.    And 
not-wi]?stondynge  }^at  seynt  petir  was  so  pore  }^at  he  had  Acts  m.  [6.] 
7ie]^er  golde  *  ne  siluer,  as  he  sai]^  in  ]?e  dedis  of  fe  apostles.  •[?.  S26  msu 
And  his  oler  worldly  goode  he  lefte  whan  he  began  to  sue  Ppe»c«ioM ;  yet 

r  J  ^  o  tjiey    call  their 

criste.    And  as  tochyng  }e  tytle  of  worldly  lawe  Jat  he  had  *°Jj5!***"     J?*' 
to  ^at  goode,  he  made  nen^  clayme,  ne  neu^  resseyned  afbir 
worldly  lordeschip.     And  jit  j?ai  callen  alle  her  hoole  lorde- 
schip  seynt  petirs  grounde  or  lordeschip.     And  j7tfrfore  saynt 
bemerd  writij?  to  ewgeny  j?e  pope,  saiynge  Jus :  **  jif  }vl  wilt  JSSweraS)nei 
be  a  lorde,  sike  it  by  an  o^er  title  but  not  by  }e  apostles  ^^^  **•  l^v-  »•] 
ry}te,  for  he  myjt  not  jeue  ]?e  ]?at  he  hadde  not :  J'at  he  hadde 
he  jaue,  'pe  which e  was  bissynes  yp-on  chirchis;  whe]7ir  he 
jaue  lordeschip,  here  what  he  saij :   *  Be  ye  not  lordis  in  pe  i  Peter  t.  [s.] 
clergi,  but  be  je  made  fourme  &  ensanmple  of  cristis  *flokke.'  •[?.  83  ms.] 
And  lest  pu.  trow  pia  to  be  sayde  not  of  trowj^e,  take  kepe 
what  crist  sai}^  in  pe  gospelU :  'pe  kyngis  of  he];en  ban  lorde- 
schip vp-on  hem,  forso]?e  je  not  so.'   Se  how  pleynly  lordeschip 
is  forbodyn  to  alle  apostles ;  for  jif  pn  be  a  lorde,  how  darst 
pn  take  yp-on  J^e  apostilhede  ?  or  if  pu  be  a  bischop,  how  darst 
pn  take  vp-on  pe  lordeschip  ?  playnly  p\x  art  forbodyn  bo}?e ; 
and  jif  pn  wilt  haue  bo]?e  to-gydir^,  ]?a  schalt  lose  bo]7e,  and 
be  of  )^at  noumbre  of  whiche  god  pleni]?  be  pe  prophete  ose,  HoecE  Till.  [4.] 
saiynge,  '  ]?ai  regneden  but  not  be  me,  sai]?  god.'    And  jif  we 
holden  ]?at  J^at  is  forboden,  here  we  pst  is  bodyn  of  criste:  'he 
^t  is  gratt^  of  pw,  loke  }^at  he  be  made  as  jongar  *  in  *[p.  w>  ms.] 
sympilnes ;  and  he  pat  is  forgoer,  loke  he  be  a  seruant.'    ]?is 
is  pe  forme  of  pe  apostles  lijfe;  lordeschip  is  forbodon,  & 
seruyse  is  boden.''   }^is  sai]?  saynt  bemarde  ]?er^.    And  J^^fore 
no  man  may  putt  an  opere  grownde  bisidis  J^at  pat  is  putt,  pe 
whiche  is  crtste  ihMU. 
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CsLpitulum  yiij. 

Yt  ^it  I  wote  welltf  ^at  and  clerkis  &  religionB  folke  ]?at 
b   louen  unkyndely  ]?es  loidlynes,  willen  glose  here  &  say  ^at 

}^ai  occapien  not  siche  lordeschipis  in  propir,  as  Beculer 
Acts  iT.  S8.  lordis  done,  but  in  comoun,  like  as  ^e  apostles  &  ^e  p^rfite '  peple 
Clergy  saj  they  diden  in  ^6  begynnjnge  of  ciistis  chirche,  J^e  wbiche  badden 
property,     but  alle  Unge  in  comoun,  like  as  sucbe  clerkis  &  religious  saiea 

hold  in  oommon.  ...  t^-i  -i        j*  -,     » 

pai  ban  nowe.    In  tokenyng  wberof  as  no  man  sayd  of  eny 

•[p.  S4  MS.]       *]7inge  ]?at  tyme,  "  }^is  is  myne ; "  so  oure  clerkis  &  religious, 

namely,  wban  ]?ai  vill  speke  in  tennis  of  ber  religion.    A  prr- 

uate  p^rsone  will^  not  say,  ^'J^is  or  ]?is  is  myne/'  but  in  p^rsone 

of  alle  bis  bre]?em  be  will«  say, ' '  ]?is  is  oure."   And  ou^  alltf  j^is 

They  ny,  too,  }^  saien,  more  sutilly,  ]?at  ]^ai  occupie  not  J^is  bi  title  of  seculer 

occupy ^L  loiSb.  lordescbip,  but  be  title  of  perpetual  almes.    But  wbateu^  j^is 

a^s.^  ^^^^^      peple  saien  bere,  we  mot  take  bede  to  ]?e  rewle  of  prefe  ]?at 

fayli]?  not,  )e  wbicbe  rule  crtste  teotaj^  vs  in  ]?e  gospel  in 

John  X.  [38],  and  dyuers  placis,  wber  be  saij  :   "leue  je  }e  werkis,  for  wbi  by 

ber  werkis  je  scbul  knowe  bem."     And  j^is  rule  is  wondir 

•[p.  Z4b  MS.]      nedefulltf  to  a  man  ]^at  hsLp  a  do  wi]^  eny  men  of  ]?e  pba^riseis 

Matt.zxiii.  [8.]  condicioDS ;  For,  as  crtste  sai]?,  *'  ]7ai  saien  but  J^ai  done  not." 

And  BO  as  cristis  werkis  beren  witnes  of  hym,  as  be  bym 

sijlfe  sai]?,  &  scbewdyn  wbat  be  was  &  bow  be  lyued ;  so  ye 

dedis  &  ye  msaer  of  lyuynge,  or  ]?e  Jninge  in  it  sijlfe  bm^ 

witnesse  wi^-oute  fayle  bow  it  stondi]?  amonge  bem  in  yis 

This  is  ontrae.    poynte.    And  if  we  take  bede  }\ia  bi  ]?is  rule  we  schal  se  at 

y^e  bow  J^e  olergie  sai]?  bere  oj^^-wyse  J^an  it  is.    Por  in  sum 

place  in  priuate  p^rsone,  and  in  sum  place  in  oomunte,  or 

p^sone  aggregate,  wbicbe  is  alle  oone,  as  saynt  austyn  sai^ 

yp  ye  sawter,  ye  clergi   occupie]?'   ye  seculer  lordescbip 

seculerli,  &  so  in  propre.    For  in  ye  same  wise  as  ]?e  baron 

or  ye  kny^te  occupie]?  &  gonemey  bis  baronrye  or  bis  knyjtte, 

^  pi'ofite  US.  *  oocupier  MS. 
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80  Biter  }e  amor^tesynge  occupie]?  ^e  derke,  ^e  monke  or  •rp.  ss  ms.] 
chanon,  be  colage  or  be  couente  be  same  lordeschip,  and  the   knight   or 

baron  doM, 

gontfmi]?  it  by  ^e  same  lawis  in  iagement  &  ponysciimge ;  as  and  execute  lay 

prisonynge  &  hangynge,  wi]^  siche  o)er  worldly  turmentynge, 

ye  whiche  som-tyme  bylongyd  oonly  to  ^e  seculer  arme  of  "pe 

chirche.    }he^  oft-tymys  we  may  se  how  ]?ai  bissyen  hem  to  be 

kyngis  in  her  owne,  &  reioycen  hem  fulld  myche  in  ]?at 

cynylite  or  seoulerte,  jif  ]^ai  may  gete  it.     And  yis  is  an 

euydence  ]?at  J^ai  wold  gladly  be  kyngis  of  alle  ^e  rewme  or 

]?e  worlde.    Por  wher  her  londis  &  seculer  mennys  franchisen 

to-gydir,  bai  strynen  who  schal  haue  be  galows  or  oW  man^  They    quarrel 

turmentis  for  felouns.     j^ei  kepen  also  vndir  bondage  her  for  the  moiows; 

tenanntis  &  her  *issue  wib  her  londis.    And  bis  is  be  mooste  "J«d- .,  ,,„ , 

^  *  *  •[?.  356  MS.] 

cyuylite  or  seculer  lordeschipinge  ]?at  eny  kynge  or  lorde  ha]^ 

on  his  tenanntis.    And  yeriove  we  may  se  hou  ]?ai' daymen 

in  her  goodis  a  man^  of  propre  possession,  contrary  to  \q 

comounynge  of  ]?e  comon  goodis  in  tyme  of  ]?e  p^fyte  men  in 

\e  begynnynge  of  cristis  chirche.      And  what-so-eu^  ]?e 

dergye  sayen,  ]?air  dedis  schewyn  well^  ]?at  ]7ai  han  not  her 

goodis  in  comoun,  lyke  as  criste  wi]^  his  apostles  &  p^rfyte 

men  hadden  in  ]?e  begynnynge  of  cristis  chirche.     For  in 

holdynge  or  hayynge  of  her  goodis  is  propir  of  possessyon 

&  seculer  lordeschipynge,  J^e  whiche  stondi]?  not  wi]?  \q  plente 

of  cristis  p^eccion  in  prestis;   as  it  sue]?  of  ]?is  processe 

*and  of  ]?at  ]?at  is  declarid  before.    And  as  for  ]?at  o\er  glose  '[p.  86  ms.] 

]?at  derkis  han  here,  where  }?ai  saien  ]?at  J^ai  holden  ]?es 

lordeschipis  by  title  of  perpetual  almes.    But  here  ^e  schul  Perpetual  aims. 

undirstonde  bat  mercy  or  almes  is  a  will^  of  relevynge  of  aims. 

^  [Marginal    note 

a  wreche  oute  of  his  mysese,  as  lyncolnyence  saib   in   be  in  later  hand  "of 

J         ^  J  J  r  r    lyncolne,  Robart 

bygynnynge  of  his  *  dictis.     So  J7at  jif  a  man  schuld  do  F®*^  ™  We- 
effectualy  almes,  he  most  loke  \ai  he  to  whom  he  schuld  do  '^"^1*^^^  ^^^ 
almes  wer  in  mysese  and  had  node  to  be  releuyd.      In  ^^^  "• 
tokenynge  wherof  criste  oonly  assigne]?  almes  to  ]?o  in  whom  ^^^^^  ^dr.  [14.] 
he  markib  mysese.     And  so  of  bis  it  will^  sue,  bat  4if  a  man  it  is  not  aims 

'       ^  '  »  X       ?  to   relievo  one 

relene  oo  wreche  &  makib  an  ob^re  or  mo,  he  dobe  noon  wretch      and 

'  »  ^  *  make  another, 

almes,  *but  ra]?^  maki]?  mysese.    And  myche  more  he  do]?e  *[p.86«Ms.] 
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or  to  give  to  noone  almes  ^if  he  make  riche  ]?o  ]?at  ban  noone  nede,  for  als 

no  need;  myche  as  ^01  ben  suffioiente  to  hem  sijlf.     y\a  ha]?  no  colours 

of  almesse,  for  ]?is  may  bettir  be  callid  a  woodnesse  or  a 

and  for  this  pur-  wastyng  of  goddis  goodis.   And  ou^  ]?is,  if  a  man  take  ]70  goodis 

property    from  Je  whiche  god  in  ]?e  best  wise,  enen  &  wij-owte  erronria,  haj 

God  has  given  it,  assigned  to  ]?e  state  of  seculer  lordis,  &  ^ene  ]?o  goodis  to  eny 

laws.  peple  ]7at  ha]?  noone  nede  of  hem,  jhe,  to  whiche  peple  siche 

goodis  ben  forfendit,  ]?is  schuld  be  callid  noone  almesse,  but 

p^ruertynge  of  goddis  ordynance,  &  ]?e  destruccyon  of  ]^e 

state  of  seculer  lordis,  ]?e  whiche  god  ha]?  aprouyd  in  hia 

[if'cor^y  [la  <^^irche.     for  as  *saynt  poule  sai]?,  "Almes-dede  schuld  be  so 

etc.]  rewlid  ]?at  it  wer  relevynge  to  ]?o  J?at  ressavyn  it,  and  no 

tribulacion  to  ]?o  ]?at  ^euen  it."     And  myche  ra]?^  it  schuld 

Qaod    sap«rest  not  be  Yudoynge  of  bo  bat  done  it.    And  herfore  criste  techib 

date  elemoainam.  ^    o  /     /  m 

Lake  zi.  [41.]     m  ]?e  gospelltf  to  do  almes  of  ]?o  ]?inge8  ]?at  ben  needeles  or 

sup^ue.     And  in  ]?is  dede  a  man  schulde  haue  rewarde  to 

]?e  nede  of  hym  ]?at  he  do]?  almes  to,  and  to  ]?e  charge  of  his 

owne  house,    what  almes  ]?an  I  pray  ]?e  was  it  to  vndo  ]»e 

state  of  ]?e  emperoure,  &  make  ]?e  clerlds  riche  wi]?  hia 

lordechipis  ?  namely,  si^  crist  confermyd  to  ]?e  emp^our  his 

state  wi]?  ]?o  ]?ingis  ]?at  longyd  ]?^-to,  not-wi]?Btondynge  ]?at 

•[p.  376  MS.]     je  emperourtf  ^at  tyme  was  he]?en.    And  he  ha]?  forfen*dit 

ezprtfsly  his  clergy  in  worde  &  in  ensaumple  siche  lordeschip. 

STe^e^^rgy  ^'^  ^  J^®  ^^^  uooue  almcs,  SO  wc  mote  say  of  o}er  kyngys, 

S5i2  toSI!*^  dukis  &  erlis,  barons  &  knyjtis,  ]?at  ben  vndo  herby,  &  >e 

clerkis  made  riche  &  worldely  lordis  wi]?  her  goodis.    wher- 

fore  it  may  rijtfully  be  sayde :    ''No  man  may  putt  an-o^er 

grounde  bi-sidis  ]?at  ^at  is  putt  ]?e  whiche  is  crist  ihtfra." 

Capitulum  ix. 

Ere  we  may  ee,  bi  ]?e  groimde  of  ]?e  gospell^  and  be 
h   ]?e  ordenance  of  criste,  ]?at  ^e  clergy  was  sufficyently 

purveyed  for  lyfelode.  For  god  is  so  porfyte  in  all^  his 
^cient^Mtor  worchynge  ]?at  he  may  ordeyn  no  state  in  his  chirche  but 
^p.lSrSs.]      if  he  ordeyn  sufficient  liflode  to  ^e  8a*me  state.    And  ^ia 
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is  open  in  ^oddis  lawe  whoso  taki]?  heede.    And  ]?at  yndir  hb  for  au  states. 

ea^  lawe  of  god  as  yndir  'pe  law  of  innocens  &  of  kynde, 

Tndir  )e  lawe  jeae  by  moyses,  and  also  vndir  }e  lawe  puen 

by  criste.    In  Je  tyme  of  j?e  state  of  innocence,,  we  know 

wel  by  bileue  j?at  god  had  so  ordeyned  for  mankynde,  Jat  it 

schulde  haue  had  lyflode  I-now ;  jhe,  wij-owte  eny  tenefull^ 

labours.     And  of  Je  lawe  of  kynde  criste  spekij?   in  }e 

gospelltf,  seyinge  }u3 :    '*  AUe  ]?inges  psA,  }e  ^  woUen  )?at  o}er  Matt.  tU.  [12.] 

men  done  to  ^on,  do  ^e  to  hem."    And  if  )ia  lawe  had  be 

kepte,  par  schuld  no  man  hane  be  mischeuously  nedy.     And 

in  J?e  tyme  of  Je  lawe  jeue  by  moyses  god  *made  a  fnll^  •[?.  886  ms.] 

&  sufficient  ordenance  for  alle  his  peple,  and  assigned  pQ  fyrste 

froytis  and  ti]?is  to  ]?e  prestis  &  deeknes.    And  alltf-]?ou}  pat 

he  wolde  ]?at  }&r  schulde  be  alleway  pore  men  in  pe  londe  of 

israelii,  ^it  he  made  an  ordenance  a^ens  myschevous  nedis, 

&  commaundit  alle  ]^e  peple  ]?at  per  schulde  be  on  no  wyse 

a  nedy  man  and  a  begger^  amoage  hem ;    as  it  is  wryten.  Deut.  xr.  [4.] 

And  so  in  j?is  lawe  he  ordeynyd  sufficiently  I-now  for  his 

peple.    And  in  J^e  tyme  of  ]?e  new  lawe  criste  assignyd  ]?e 

seculer  lordeschipis  to  temporalis  lordes,  as  it  is  taujte  byfore, 

and  alowid  }e  comonte  her  Mode  goten  hi  true  m^chandise 

&  hosbondrie  and  oper  crafbis,  and  in  worde  &  ensaumple  he 

taujte  his  prsstis  *to  be  procuratouris  for  nedy  peple  ^^^^  should  be 

pore  at  }?e  ryche  men,  &  speoifyed  >es  pore,  &  taujte  how  Jai  Seh^foMSS*^! 

}&t  wer  myjty  schuld  make  a  purviance  for  syche  pore  folke, 

J^at  ]?ai  wer  not  constrenyd  by  nede  for  to  begge ;   as  grete 

clerkis  merken  Tp-on  ]?is  worde  of  ]?e  gospells  whers  criste 

B&iy  J7us:   "When  }?u  makist  }me  feeste,"  Jat  is,  of  almes,  Luke xw. [12.] 

'' calls  pore,  feble,  lame  &  blynde"     He  sai]?  not  " latt  siche 

pore  men^  calls  vp-on  Je,"  but :  "  calls  Ju ; "  menynge  in  Jat, 

^at  J'U  schuldist  make  a  purvyance  for  siche  peple  ]7at  J^ai  be 

not  myscheyously  faulty.     And  for  ]?e  clergy  he  ordenyd 

sufficiently,  techinge  hem  in  worde  and  in  ensaumple  hou  Jai  JJu»fl5d'*^with 

schuld  holde  hem  apayde  wij  lyflode  &  helynge,  mynystred  to  Sj2t."^  ^^ 

1  we  MS. 
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•[p.  896  MS.]  hem  for  her  true  labour  *in  }?e  gospelltf,  as  it  Ib  wryten  to-fore. 
Of  ]7is  ]?an  J^u  majst  se  houj  god  in  alle  his  lawis  ha]?  sufficiently 
ordend  for  alle  ]?e  statis  ]?at  he  foundit  and  aproued.  And 
hou}  it  were  a^ens  ]?e  goodnes  and  ]?e  wisdome  of  god  to 
orden  eny  state  but  if  he  ordend  sufficyent  liflode  }erU>. 
Si]?  ]?en  yis  ordenance  of  god  was  sufficyent,  als  well«  for  ye 

ijcjumption  in  clergi  as  for  oJ?w  men,  it  semij?  a  foule  prtfsumpcyon  to  brynge 

E"c£u"  ^^^  ^^  *  ^®^  *^^  ^  contrary  ordenance  of  liflode  for  derkis,  vp-on 
J?at  ordenance  }?at  crist  had  made  for  hem  by-fore.    Of  ]?e 

which     WM     whiche  ordenance  l?e  clergy  full«  many  yere  aftir  Je  bi- 

enough  in  the  f  t>J  j    j  j 

early  Church,  gynuyugc  of  cristis  chlrche,  whan  it  was  best  gouemyd, 
•[p.  40  MS.]  helden  hem  a-payde.  For  J?  is  mene]?  J?at  cristis  *  ordenance 
was  insufficyent  &  worthi  to  be  vndo.  And  if  we  take  goode 
heede,  ]?ai  hadden  no  more  nede  to  plene  hem  of  ]?is  orde- 
The  other  states  naunce  ]?an  hadden  ]?e  o^er  two  statis  of  his  chirche,  ye 
Christ's    ordin-  whiche  in-to  )?is  day  holden  hem  apayde  wil?  ]?is  ordenance 

ance.  m  ^  ^33 

of  criste,   and  desyren  in  grete  party  ]?at  ]?is  fayre  and 

sufficient  ordenaunce  of  criste  wer^  fully  kepte.    And  more 

Christ's  promise  sikirnes  or  ensuranoe  may  no  man  make  of  eny-J?inge  ]?an 

liTeUhood.         cristc  ha}?  of  J?i8  liflode  to  J?e  clergy.    For  crist  not  oonly 

aflermi]?  to  ]?e  peple  ]?at  he  willtf  not  fayle  hem  in  liflode 

&  helynge,  but  also  preue]?  ]?is  by  argumentis  ]?at  may  not  be 

asoylyd,  so  ]?at  ]?ai  be  true  seruandis  to  hym.     For  crist 

Matt.Ti.  [26.]    meni]?  ]?U8  in  his  arguynge  ]?er:    ''  Si]?  god  fayle]?  not  briddis 

•[p.  406  MS. J      ♦and  lilyes  and  grasse  }?at  growen  in  }?e  felde,  nei]?^  he}?ea 

men,  hou  myche  ra]?tfr  schal  he  not  fayle  his  true  seruandis." 

So      perpetual  And  SO  ]?!&  purvyauco  of  p^petual  almes,  ]?at  our^  clerkis 

trust  of  God's  spekeu  of,  menil?  fawte  of  bileue  &  dispeir*  of  be  gracious 

governance.  x-  '  x  r  j      o 

gou^mance  of  god.    Si]?  ]?an,  as  it  is  sayde  bifor^,  it  is  noone 

almes  to  releue  oo  wreche  and  make  an  o]?er  or  mo ;   and  to 

make  hem  riche  wi]?  temporally  lordeschip,  ]?e  whiche  bea 

forfendit  to  siche  peple  \  and  namely  if  siche  almes-^evynge 

be  distroynge  or  apeyrynge  of  eny  state  aprevyd  of  god  in 

Endowment       his  chirche,  it  willtf  sue  ]?at  J?e  endowynge  of  ]?e  clergy  wi  J 

but^aiia mS'"  ^^^^^^y  lordeschipe  owjt  not  to  be  callid  almes,  but  ra]?er  aU^ 

•[p.  41  MS.]       9  mysse,  or  wastynge  of  goddis  goodes,  *or  distroynge  of  his 
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ordeaance,  For  as  myche  as  }e  olergi  was  sufficiently  ordeynyd 

by  criste.     For  whi  yis  almes  ]?at  derkis  speken  of  heu 

made  many  wreohis,  And  it  was  pne  to  hem  ]?at  hadde  no 

nede.    And  yxiA  it  is  enpeyringe  not  oonly  of  oone  estate  of  au  three  estatet 

]?e  chirchei  but  of  alle  ^re,  of  ]?e  whiche  I  spoke  of  in  ]?e  it. 

bigynnynge.    And  so  )?is  almes-jevynge  ha]?  made  all^  owr« 

rewme»  ^he,  &  as  I  sappose,  full«  nye  all  crestyndome,  full 

pore  and  nedy  and  mysoheuous  oner  ]?at  it  schuld  hare  be  if 

ye  clergy  had  holde  hem  payde  wi^  cristis  ordenance.    But 

now  }H)rou  ^is  pdrpetual  alamysse  ]?at  ]7e  clerkis  and  religious  chritt't  oidi- 

folke  callen  almes,  cristis  ordenaunce  is  yndo  in  sum  londis  oTerthrown. 

hooly,  &  in  ynglonde  for  }?e  more  party.    ♦And  it  is  likly  to  •[p.4i»ms.] 

be  elU  yndo  in  processe  of  tyme.    For  by  amortesynge  of 

lordeschipis  ^e  lordis  ben  yndo  in  grete  party.     And  ]?o  )?at 

ben  lefte,  by-cause  ]?at  hem  lakki]?  her  owne  party  ]?orow 

foly  }ifte  of  her  aunoetreris,  ben  ful  nedi.    FerJ^irmor^  it  may 

be  yndirstonde    of   yia  processe   ]?at  wij^drawynge  of  J^es  wuhdnwin? 

lordeschipis  from  J^e  olergi,  and  restorynge  of  hem  to  ]?e  statis  from  the  church 

^at  god  ha^  assignyd  hem  to,  schuld  not  be  callid  robbery  but  reeutntion. ' 

of  holy  chirche,  as  cure   clerkis  sayen,  but  ra^er  ri^twise 

restitucioun  of  goode  wrongfully  and  J^euely  wij^holde.     And 

Jwfore  j^tfr  may  noon  oj^e  or  a-yow  bynde   eny  man    to 

mayntene  ]?is  ]?efte  and  distryinge  of  goddis  ordenance,  and 

yis  greete  harmynge  of  cristis  chirche,  as  ^e  yow  of  iepte  jadgee  xi. 

schulde  not  haye  bounde  *him  to  killd  &  to  sacrifice  his  owne  •[?.  42  ms.] 

doujtdr.     Ne  ^e  ope  of  herode  schuld  not  haue  bounde  hym  Mark  ti.  [26.] 

to  kill  innocent  Ion.     But  as  Jepte  schulde  haye  broken 

his  o}e  or  ayow,  and  han  of&ed  an-o]?^   ]^ge  J^at  had 

be  plesynge  to  god  and  acordynge  wi}  his  lawe,  as  saynt  [Auatin.] 

awstyn  sai]?  yp-on  ]?e  same  storie,  so  herode  schuld  have  De  queBWmibtu 

broke   his   o]?e,   and  a-sayyd  innocent  blode,   and  sore  a-iegts. 

repentid  hym  for  his  ynavysid  swerynge.     And  so  schulden  Lords  are   sot 

lordis  nowe  breke   her  obis,    bat   bai  han   unavisely  and  since  the  thiw 

'     '    '         '  ''         .    which  they  hare 

wi]?oute  cowncel  of  holy  scripture  swome  to  mayntene  Jis  jwom  to  main- 
]?efte ;  ^he,  heresye  and  symonye,  as  it  is  proued  bifore,  pe 
whiche  cure  clerkis  callen  p^etual  almes.    And  not  ^us  sue 
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•[p.42iM8.]  tej  pr«lece880uri8  or  progenitonris  in  ♦her  foly  dedis  and 
ojis  }at  }^ai  ban  made  to  mayntene  Jas  mischeuous  -per- 
uertynge  of  cristiB  ordenance ;  for  as  j^e  state  of  ]?e  clergi  ha]y 
no  power  ne  leve  to  make  J>e  peple  or  }e  lordis  to  synne 
deedly,  or  to  distroye  goddis  ordenance  in  his  chirche,  so  J^ai 
have  no  leve  or  power  of  god  to  cowncell^  or  to  constreyne  in 
eny  case  |?e  lordis  or  |?e  peple  to  swere  to  mayntene  Jis 
endowynge  of  ]?e.clerki8  and  religyous  folke,  Je  whiche  is 
fiilltf  grete  Jefte,  heresy  &  symony,  and  ^ondir  harmfolb  to 
cristis  chirche ;  as  it  is  schewyd  in  J^is  ^roceae  and  in  o^er 
writen  bifor^.  But  }e  lordis  specialy  schnlde  se  her^  what 
wer  plesynge  not  to  )?es  clerkis  bat  to  god.  And  fat  schnlde 
Jai  do ;   for  ber-to  J?ai  ben  bonnden  by  vertu  of  her  office  vp 

•lp.43M8]  payne  of  dampnacion.  And  }er  may  no  man  dispence  ♦wij 
hem  of  }&t  boonde,  stondynge  her  state.  for  no  man 
schuld  pntt  an  o^er  gronnde  bisidis  J^at  ]?at  is  putt,  ]?e  whiche 
is  criste  ih^u. 


Ca]^itulum  x. 

TOngtoBit^aie         ^^  ^erfoTe  men  demon  it  a  grete  synne  to  jeue  lande 

entaifed  land,         ^   entaylid  by  mannys  lawe  fro  }e  pwsone  or  }e  kynred  ^at 

it  is  entaylid  to ;  ^he,  alU-]?on^  it  be  not  so  jonen  for  en^ 

but  for  a  litill^  tyme.     And  J^on;  it  be  so  J'at  ye  p^r^one 

or  kynred,  }&t  siche  londe  is  jene  to,  be  nedy  and  bane  leae 

by  goddis  lawe  to  occupie  siche  man^  londe  or  lordeschip. 

and  ]7is  [is]  demyd  tulle  grete  synne  amonge  ]?e  peple,  not  oonly 

to  }e  ^euer,  but  also  to  ]?e  takers,  for  bo]7e  ]?ai  done  dampnable 

wronge  to  hem  ]^at  it  is  entaylid  to,  as  ]?e  peple  demip ;  }he, 

mn  for  serricc  all«-j7ouj  it  be  jouo  for  goodo  and  true  seruyce  Jat  ^e  ressey- 

•[p.  436  MS.]      Hour  ♦ha J  done  to  Je  jeuw  bifore,  or  ellis  bi  way  of  almes  of 

Then  it  is  wrong  relevynge  of  ye  persone  or  kynred  J^at  is  jeue  to.    Hou^  myche 

perty^^that*  God  Ta^er  )^an,  I  pray  )^,  wi J-owte  comp^ryson,  is  it  a  grete  synne,  as 

em^one  state  ^'^1  to  ^e  ressaueris  as  to  ye  jeueris,  to  take  ye  lordeschip  ye 

whiche  god,  ]?at  h&y  falle  lordeschip  up-on  all^  ye  worlde,  ha^ 
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pue  bi  perpetual  lawe  or  rijte  to  ^e  stade  of  secoler  lordis^ 

and  ^ene  yiB  fro  ^at  state,  to  ^e  whiche  god  entaylid  J^isuuigiTeUto 

lordeschip,   to  an-o}^^  straunge  peplo  of  an-o^ir  lyne,  ^e 

whiche  h&p  neper  nede  ne  leue  of  god  for  to  ocupie  it. 

And  if  ouftf  preatis  dayme  tij^is  as  goodis  in  a  man^  entaylid 

to  hem,  for  als  myche  as  god  in  ^e  olde  lawe  had  ^ne  & 

entailed  siche  tijjis  to  )?e  kynred  of  levy  and  to  noone  oper 

lyne ;  For  criste  cam  of  }e  lynyage  of  *Jnda,  to  whiche  lyne  •[p.44M8.] 

was  no  tij^is  granntid;  And  so  as  men  supposen  J^is  entaile 

was  not  exprraly  confermyd  bi  criste  and  his  apostles  to  ^s 

prestis  in  J^e  new  lawe.    Por  as  it  is  writen  in  policronicon, 

^e  s6yen]?e  boke,  gregor  ^e  sexte  ordenyd  first  ti^is  to  be 

payde  to  cnratis  oonly.    And  ^itt  ^ai  daymen  so  ferfor]?li  The  eimf  euim 

^es  ti]7is,  ^at  no  man  lawfully  may  wi]?-holde  hem  or  minystre  able, 

hem  save  ]?ai.     IS'e  J^ai  may  be  tamyd  or  ^ouen  to  eny  oper 

state  or  kynred  saue  oonly  to  hem,  all-]K)n}  men  wolden  do 

^at  nndir  colours  or  bi  titill^  of  j^$rpetvLaille  almes ;  for  ]^s 

sohulde  be  demyd  of  }e  clergy  a  dampnable  synne  &  dis- 

troynge  of  holy  chirche  &  sacrilege.     Hou  myche  raj^er  J'en 

is  it  an  hidons  and  a  *  dampnable  synne,  to  jene  or  to  take  •[p.MftMS.] 

away  be  seculer  lordeschipis  fro  be  state  of  seculer  lordis,  be  imt  smiiar  lord- 

ehips  are  held  by 

whiche  god  had  jeue  &  entaylid  to  hem,  bi  ]?e  same  lawe  even     stroager 


&  rijte  by  pe  whiche  he  had  jouen  ]?e  ti^is  to  ^e  prratis  in  ]?e 

olde  lawe  ?  and  pis  entaile  was  neu^  int^rupte  or  y-broken 

in-to  cristis  tyme  &  his  apostles ;   and  ^en  ^ai  confermyd  ]?is 

entayle  bi  lawe  so  stronge  to  ^e  seculer  party  J^at  no  man, 

safe  anticriste  and  his  disciples,  may  openly  enpugne  }iB 

entaile,  as  it  is  schewid  bifor^.     And  so  as  no  man  sohuld 

presume  to  wij^drawe,  wij^holde  or  tume  }e  ti}ds  fro  ]?e  state 

of  pr^thode,  as  ^ai  sayne ;  so  myche  ra^^  schuld  no  man 

prraume  bi  jenynge  or  takjnge  to  aliene  }>e  temporal  lorde- 

*schips  fro  ]?e  state  of  seculer  lordis.    And  J^us  clerkis  ban  •[p.  45  ms.] 

not  so  myche  coloure  to  sai  ]?at  ^e  lordis  &  )e  lay  peple 

robben  holy  chirche,  if  J^ai  wi]?drew  }e  ti^is  fro  hem,  for  als 

miche  a»  ]?ai  ban  take  her  temporaltes  fro  hem.     And  J^is  Yet  Om  dmr 

takynge  of  yes  temporaltes  in-to  }e  handis  of  }e  dergi  ha^  ^  robbery,  and 
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that  iind«r  pre-  nea^  ]?e  lesse  malice  of  robrje  &  cause  of  malice  in  it  sijife, 
*for  als  miche  as  it  is  done  by  symylacion  of  holynes,  ^e 

Oen.iU.  whiche  is  double  wickidnes.    For  }?us  lucifer  robbid  Adam 

bo]?e  of  goodis  of  fortune,  of  kynde,  and  of  grace.  As  }e 
dergi  ha]?  robbid,  and  ^it  do]7e,  ]7e  ohirche  of  ]?e8  ]?re  maner 

M  Lnoifer  de-  goodis ;  For  rijt  as  lucifer  did  bis  harme  to  adam  &  eue, 

oeired  Adam  n^^  ^  *  *  » 

Ere.  Tndir  colours  of  loue  &  frendischip  &  helpynge  of  bem,  bo 

•[p.4»M8.]      done  nowj  *bis    awngelis,   }?es    ypocntis,   J^at   transfigure 

hem  sijlf  in-to  awngellis  of  li^t,  and  disseyuen  ]?e  pepill  by 

fals  by-heest  of  heuenly  help,  }^at  }?ai  willen  prcwure  to  hem 

ntt(m^^^  for  her  goodis  as  Jai  sayen.    And  if  a  bischop  and  his  colage, 

Bot^'pStiSS  ®^  *^  ^\ioi  and  his  couent,  may  not  alien  fro  hem  eny  of  fe 

eJen'^^tT'lSSr  tcmporalateis  }?at  }?ai  ban,  ne  jeue  to  her  founder  eny  of  ]^o 

founder.  possessions  Jat  he  haj?  joue  hem,  what  nede  }«it  euw  he  haue, 

I-bounden  oonly  by  a  posityue  lawe  or  a  tradycion  ^at  \vi 

han  hem  sijlfe  made ;  And  if  eny  siohe  lordeschips  be  wi^- 

drawe,  Alienyd  or  take  fro  hem  by  rechelesnes  of  her  prtf- 

decessouris,  }^ai  owjten  on  all  wise,  ^he,  ih-to  ]?e  de}7e,  labors 

•[p.  46  MS.]       to  [gete]  ]?o  possessions  in-to  her  hondis  *a}en,  as  J^ai  saien; 

ehoSd*^'*^*^  Hou  myche  more  ]7an  schuld  not  a  seculer*  lorde  or  a  layman 

pripe^  ^to  *^'®°®  ^®  ^y™  *  ^^  issue,  or  fro  ]?e  state  of  seculer^  lordis 

priesu.  j,0  seculer  lordeschippis  }?e  whiche  god  haj?  lymytid  to  ]7<it 

state  ?  Si}?  he  is  bounden  by  }?e  lawe  of  kynde  for  to  ordeyne 

for  his  children.    And  ouer  \\a  he  is  bounden  by  goddis  lawe 

to  susteyne  ]?e  state  of  seculer  lordis,  ]7e  whiche  is  autorisid 

in  ]?e  chirche  hi  criste  and  his  apostelis.     Of  ]?is  processe  ]?en, 

if  a  man  take  hede,  he  sohal  p^rceyne  ]?e  falsnes  of  Jiis  glose, 

whan  oure  clerkis  and  religious  folke  saien  ]?at  ]?ai  holden 

]7es  lordeschipis  oonly  by  tytill^  of  p^etual  almes.    For 

They  have  quite  certis  sij?  J7es  ti]7is  &  }?is  offryngis,  }?e  whiche  as  I  suppose 

*itfr  *^ ^\     cowntirvaylen  J?e  seculer  lordis  rentis  of  Je  rewme  or  *elli8 

^s>>  passen  as  it  is  fiill  likly  (For  ]?ou^  ]7ai  be  lesse  in  oo  chirche, 

]?ai  passen  in  an-o]7tfr)  and  ben  sufficient  for  alle  ]?e  pr^stis  in 

cristendome,  &  ]?ai  wer  euen  delyd ;   ]7en  it  wer  no  nede  to 

amortise  seculer  lordeschipis  to  ]?e  state  of  ]?e  cleigi;  )e 

whiche  amortesynge  is  yndoynge  of  lordis  &  apostasie  of  ^e 
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clergy.  And  if  ]?!&  amortasynge  wer  not  nedefoU^,  ^en  wer  it 
noone  almes,  as  it  is  declarid.  And  oner  }e  tij^ingis  and 
oSennges  ]?at  ben  now  of  certeyne,  }e  derkis  ban  many  grete 
&  smale  p^rqaisitiays,  Its  wbicbe  smacben  of  symony  and  andfeee,of wbidh 

80D10   TiimffK  ox 

extorcion ;  as  }e  first  iruy tis  of  vacant  beneficis,  prouynge  of  limony. 

testamentis,  for  halowynge  of  cbapels,  cbircbis,  cbauncellis 

and  oyer  oumementts  of  Jtb  chircbe,  &  for  sacrynge  of  ordres, 

&  fnlltf  many  mo  fat  for  multitude  may  not  *wel  be  nowmbred.  *[p-  47  m  s.] 

For  welb  ni;  alb  ber  blessyngis  ben  sett  to  sale  and  to  prise  au  bieMingt  Mt 

•      '  to  salo* 

in-to  crystenynge  &  confirmacion.  wherfor  I  may  now  sai^  as 
I  sayd  at  }e  bigynnynge ;  ''Fundamentum  alind/'  &cet$rtL — 
''No  man  may  putt  an-o]?tfr  ground  bysldis  ]^at  J^at  is  putt, 
J»e  wbicbe  is  criste  ib^au."  J?e  wbicbe  grounde  of  lyvynge 
criste  graunte  vs  to  kepe,  )at  we  may  ascape  )e  euerlastynge 
paynys  of  bell*.     Amen. 


[^AppendizJ] 

[On  the  Wrongfulness  of  the  Clergy  holding  Secular  Office,'] 

Here-aftir  it  scbal  be  scbewid  wbat  p^l  it  is  to  pr^stis  to 
be  in  seculer  office,  and  to  lordis  to  suffre  bem  }^«r-inne|  or  to 
excite  bem  ]?0r-to. 

Eynt  Cypriane  saij?  \ai  ]?orow]^e  councell^  of  biscbopis  J^er  "J  9.  iy  e*p. 
B    is  made  a  statute,  )?at  alle  ]?at  ben  cbarcbid  wi}^  pr^stbode 

*and  ordeynyd  in  ]?e  service  of  clerkis  scbulde  not  seme  *[p.  475  ms.] 
but  to  }>e  auter,  and  to  mynystr^  sacramentis,  and  to  take  bede 
to  prayers  and  orysons.  Hit  is  for-soje  writen  :  "  no  man  3Tim.iL[4.] 
berynge  bis  knyjtbode  to  god  entrike  bym  wij?  seculer  nedis;  *' 
]?e  wbicbe  our^  biscbopis  and  cure  pr^decessouris  biboldynge 
religiously  &  purveynge  boolsumly,  dempten  Jat  who  so  eu^ 
take  mynystres  of  ^e  cbircbe  fro  spiritually  office  to  seculer^, 
^at  \er  be  noone  offirynge  done  for  bym,  ne  eny  sacrifice 
balowyd  for  bis  sepulture.     For  J?ai  disserven  not  to  be 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


894  THE  CLBROY  BiAT  NOT  HOLD  PROPERTY^  [A*». 

Hempnjd  bjfore  ]7e  aut^  of  god  in  }q  prayer  of  prestiBy  fe 

whiche  willen  clepe  away  prffitis  &  mynyatres  of  }>e  chirche 

fro  ^  witer,    pis  sai]?  etbynte  OiprMme.    Her^  men  mow  se 

•[p.  48  MS.]      how  p^rylous  it  is  to  ^e  kynge  &  seculer  lor^dis  to  wi]7holde 

eny  prrate  in  seculer  bissynes.     pis  is  preuyd  }ub,  for  eu^ry 

Luke  xtL  [1.]     seculer^  lorde  by  ^e  lawe  of  ]?e  gospelb  is  goddis  bayly.     But 

M2?t?**  "^hff  ^^  ^^^  bayly  hiryd  a  werkeman  wij  his  lordis  goode  and  putt 

bSSff  who^aeu  ^^^  ^  ^^®  owne  seruyce,  he  must  nede  be  yntme  to  his 

TOt^to  Us'oJm  ^^'^^^     ^?^  ^  i*  eutfry  seculer^  lorde  to  our*  lorde  ih^a 

^®'^'  criste,  but  if  he  amende  hym,  ]?at  taki]?  a  preste  and  puttij? 

hym  in  his  seculer  office  ;  brekynge  }e  heest  of  his  lorde  god 

^at  commaundi]^ :    *^  }u  schalt  couett   noon  o^er  mannys 

stfTuande."    And  he  wij^drawi]?  hym  fro  }e  s^ruyce  of  god  & 

fro  ye  kepynge  of  cnsten  mennys  soulis,  ]?e  whiche  he  ha^ 

take  charge  of,  for  whiche  soulis  oure  lorde  ih^u  criste  toke 

•[p.  4Sb  MS.]     fleisch  and  blode,  and  snffred  *harde  de]?e,  and  schedde  his 

owne  hert  blode.     pis  p^rylons  doynge  of  seculer  lordis  is  bo^ 

ajens  goddis  lawe  and  mannys.    It  is  ajen  goddis  lawe ;  For 

8  Tim.  iL  [4.]      as  sayut  poule  sal]? :  '^  No  man  }at  is  a  parfyte  knyjte  of  god, 

He  is  acting     as  eu^ry  prest  schulde  be  hi  his  ordr^,  entirmete  hym  wi^ 

law.  worldly  nedis  &  bissynessis."     And  for  ^is  ende,  ]?at  he  may 

so  plese  y&t  lorde  to  whose  service  he  ha]>  putt  hym-silfe,  and 

]?at  is  god.      Por  siche  worldly  bissynes  in  clerkis  is  a^ns 

Example  of  the  her  ordre,  and  ]?erfore  ]?e  apostles  sayden,  as  it  is  wryten  in 

ActaTi.  [2.]       ye  deedis  of  ye  apostles:  ''It  is  not  euen  ts  to  forsake  ]?e 

worde  of  god  and  mynystir  to  bordis  of  pore  folke."    And  if 

it  was  Tnequite,  as  ^e  apostles  sayden  in  her  common  decre, 

hem  for  to  leue  ye  pr^hynge  of  goddis  worde  &  ministre  to 

•[p. 49 MS.]       ye  *bordis  of  pore  men;   hou  myche  more  ynequite  and 

wronge  to  god  &  man  is  it,  prestis  to  leye  oontemplacion, 

studie,  pr^yer^  &  pr^hinge  of  goddis  worde,  and  mynistrynge 

ill  decr«  infine.  to  pore  folke,  for  ]?e  service  of  a  seculer^  lorde.    Hit  is  also 

itiaaiaoagminstajens^e  popis  lawc ;  For  he  speki]?  to  a  bischop  and  biddijr 

hym  ^at  [he]  wame  openly  pr^tis  and  clerkis  ]?at  J^ai  be  not 

occupied  in  seculer  office,  ne  procuratouris  of  seculer  lordis 

nedis  &  her  goodis.    And  if  prestis  and  clerkis  ben  so  bolde 
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to  occupie  hem  in  siche  bissyaes,  and  if  ]^ai  fall^  aftir  bi  los8e 

of  lordis  goodis ;  ]?an  saip  ];e  lave,  it  is  not  wor^i  }at  }^ai  be 

holpen  and  soooured  of  holy  chirche,  sip  ]7oroa  hem  holy 

ehirche  is  sdaundred.    And  saynte  gregori  wrote  to  }e  defen-  [Gregory.] 

Bonre  of  rome  in  ^is  manor :  ''It  is  tolde  to  ys  )&t  oxuce  moost 

reue^rent  hro^er  basile  fe  bischop  is  occupied  in  secnler  •[?.  ttft  ms.] 

caasisy  and  kepi]?  vnprofetably  moote  hallis;   whiche  J'inge 

maki]?  hym  foule  and  distrye]?  ^e  renerence  of  pr^sthode. 

perfore   a-noone   as  fu.  hast   ressayvid    ]7is    mauadement, 

co[m]pell  hym  wi^  scharp  execuoion  to  turne  ajen.     So  ]?at 

it  be  not  lefull*  to  }e  by  noone  excusacion  to  tarye  it  fyve 

days ;  lest  if  in  eny  mandr  Ju  suffir  hym  eny  langM*  to  tary 

}er-inne,  J7n  to  be  coupable  wij?  hym  anentis  ys."    And  so 

bischoppis  &  oj7ir  pr^latis  ben  holden  to  teche  and  enforme  BiAppa  •ijojJJ 

lordis  to  wij^draw  hem  fro  }?is  synne,  and  scharply  to  reprene  agaiMtthisiim 

prtfstis  and  curatis  Yndir  hem  }at  ]?ai  ocupie  no  seculer  office. 

pis  is  proayd  J^us.    Je  holy  prophete  Ezechiel  Baip  :    **  If  )?e 

♦wayte  or  }?e  waoche-man  se  ennemys  cum,  and  if  }?e  peple  *[?•  *®  ^^-^ 

be  not  wamyd  &  kepe  not  hem  sijlfe,  but  ennemys  cutnmen 

&  sle  ]?e  peple ;    ]?en  sai]?  god  ]?at  }e  pepilltf  is  take  in  her 

wickidnes.    And  of  ]?e  waite  }at  schuld  haYO  blowe  in  his 

home  will^  god  axe  aoountis  and  reknyoge  of  ]?e  blode  and  ofpe 

de^e  of  }?e  peple."     But  now  to  goostly  Yndirston[din]ge  eu^ry  Ercry     irfBhop 

bischop  schuld  be  a  waite  or  a  waccheman,  to  tell^  &  to  wame  watchman,     to 

'^  warn  the  people 

byfore  to  alle  Je  peple  by  his  goode  ly vynge  and  techynge  »8«*Mt  sin. 

^e  perell^  of  synne.     And  J^is  is  ^e  reson  whi  bischoppis  and 

oyir  prelatis  &  prestis  schulde  not  be  occupied  wij^  worldly 

nedis  and  causis ;  Por  siche  occnpacions  and  chargis  maken 

prestis   slepynge    &  slumbrynge   in    synne.      And    ^^rfore 

it   is   grete  p^rell^  to  lordis  to   make  *ou^  hem  goostly  '[p.  soft  ms.j 

,  .     ,  .  n      M  Lords  should  be 

waytis  and  wacohemen,  as  bischoppis,  p^sones  and  Yikers,  careM  not  to  set 
^at  ben  slepers  &  slombreris  in   lustis  of  ^e  fieysch,   &men. 
blyndid  wi]?  poudir  of  couetise  of  worldly  riches,  and  so 
occupied  in  worldly  nedis  ]?at  }el  neiyer  kan  ne  may  kepe 
hem  sijlfe,  ne  noone  o^er  man.    Por  of  ]?is  p^ell^  &  siche 
o^ir  a  prelate  )at  ha^  witt  and  ku»nynge  schuld  scharply 
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repreue  &  wame  all«  man^  men,  to  Jre  schedynge  of  his  owne 
blode,  as  criste  did ;  and  if  he  leue  &  blame  not,  ^en  he 
assenti^  to  her  trespassis  and  synne^  deedly.  For  as  sai]?  ^e 

MaiMbi  M.  [7.]  p^ophete  malachie :  "  prestis  lippis  kepyn  kun jnge,  and  }e 
pepilltf  Bchal  aze  ^e  lawe  of  god  of  his  mou^e;  for  he  is 
^e  awngelb  of  god  if  he  kepe  welU  ^e  ordre  &  ^e  degre  of 

•tp.5iM8.]  pre8t*hode."  And  J#rfore  it  is  not  lefuU^  to  eny  man  to 
drawe  to  seculer^  office  ^e  messangeris  of  oriste,  }at  ha^  so 
Tttirly  forfendit  hem  boj^e  in  worde  and  in  dede  eecolere 
office  in  pr^thode. 


If  eny  man  stonde  in  doute  of  J^is  sentence  before ;  here 
suen  autoritees  of  holy  scripture  and  holy  doctoaris  in 
latyn  a^ens  ^e  seculer  lordeschip  of  prestis. 

Ivilis  aut  secularis  possessio  fuit  int^dicta  sacerdotibtM  & 

[Num.  xTUi.so.3     c    leuitis,  ut  patet  Num^.  zviii.    Dixit  domtnus  ad  Aaron: 

In  t^rra  eorum  nichil  possidebitis,  n^c  habebitis  partem 

inter  eos :  Ego  pars  et  hereditas  tua  in  medio  Miorum  israeU. 

ffilijs  aut^m  leui  dedi  omnes  decimas  israelis  in  possessionem, 

•[p  5UMS.]  p^^  *ministerio  quo  seruiunt  mihi  in  tabemaculo  federis. 
Sequitur:  Solis  filiis  leui  mihi  in  tabemaculo  seruientibiM, 
&  portantibtM  p^cca^a  popttli,  legittimum  sempit^mum  erit 
in  generacionibiM  yestriB.  l^ichil  aliwd  possidebunt,  deci- 
mart^m  oblacione  contenti,  quas  in  usus  eorum  ^  et  necessaria 

[Dent.  xTiiL  1.]  separaui.  Item  Deut.  zviii^:  Non  habebunt  sacerdotes  et 
leuite  &  omnes  qui  de  ead^m  tribu  sunt  partem  &  hereditatem 
cum  reliquo  populo  Israel ;  quia  sacrificia  domtni  et  oblaciones 
eius  comedent,  et  nihH  sliud  accipient  de  possessione  fratrum 
suortim.  Deus  enim  ip«e  est  hereditas  eorum,  sicut  locuttw 
est  illis.  Sup^  quo  glosa:  Ministris  altaris  n^c  t^rrenis 
possessionibtM    adquirendis    concessum    est   inhiare.       ynde 

[Matt.  X.  9.]       Matt,  x^i  Nolite  possider^  aurum,  neque  aigentam,  neque 

^  eiaum  MS. 
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pecaniam  &o^.  et  "post  panoa:  digntM  est  op^aritM  cibo  sno. 

Et  alibi,  Qui  altari  des^rmunt  cum  altare  ^participant.    Non  [i  Oor.  tx.  is.] 

eiiim  ojpertam,  quod  qui  aemj^er  altan  debent  seruire  officio 

di«»no,  inhient  t^rreno  hicro,  quibus  dommus  hereditas  est. 

Quid    ergo  illi  deesse  potest  qui   omnia  habentem  habet. 

hec  ibi.     Item  ezechiel  xliiii :   Non  SLuUm  erit  eis  hereditas,  [Esek.  zUt.  28.] 

ego  hereditas  eorumi    et  possessionem  non  dabitis  eis  in 

iNoel^  ego  enun  possessio  eorum.    Yictimam  pro  p^ccato  et 

pro  delicto  ipn  comedent,  et  omne  yotum  in  israel  ip^orMin 

erit.     Sup^  quo  Jeronimt^,  lihro  xiii°  sup^  ezechielem: 

Qtui    Aiitem    talis    extiterit  ut  mintstret  in  sanc^uario,    et 

ingrediatur  atrium  intents,  et  offerat  deo  sacrificiumy  ita  ut 

TertM  sacerdoB  sit,  ymmo  imitator  eius  de  quo  scriptum  est, 

tu  es  sac^os  in  et^mum  aeeundum  ordinem  melchisedech ; 

iste  nuUam  ha^ebit  partem  nm  deum,   qui  est  hereditas 

eius,  n^  accipiet  possessionem  in  isrotfl,  hoc  est  int^  vulgus 

ignobile.   Bed  sacerdotalem,   ut  dicat  de  eo  domtnus:    ego 

sum  possessio  et  hereditas  eius ;  quern  cum  venerit  loquatur 

ac  dicat,  *tenebo  ilium  nee  dimittam  ilium;    et  p«allet  cum  •[?. ssftMs.] 

propheta,  pars  mea  domtnus.    hec  ille.    Item,  deut°  z^ :  Non  Deut.  [z.  9.] 

hahvLit  leui  partem  in  possessionibtw  cum  fratribtM  suis,  quia 

ipse  domtnus  possessio  eius,  sicut  promisit  ei.     Item,  Josue  Joth.  [xw.  4.] 

ziiii:    non  acceperunt  aliam  in  t^rra  partem  nisi  urbes  ad 

habitandum,    et    suburbana    earwm  ad   alenda   iumenta   et 

pecora.     It«m,  eccl.  zIt^  :  Nam  sacrificia  domtni  edent,  que  EcoIob.  [xIt.  26.] 

dedit    ip«i    et   semini    eiu8.    ceterum   in   t^rra  gens*  non 

hereditabit,  et  pars  non  est  illi  in  gente.    ipse  enim  pars 

eius  est  et  hereditas.     It^m,  Mot.  zz^ :  Scitis  quia  pri ncipes  Matt.  [xz.  25.] 

gencium  dommantwr  eorvm,  et  qui  maiores  sunt  potestatem 

ezercent  in   eos  ;    non  ita  erit  int^  tos,   sed   quicnmque 

Yoluerit    int^   tos    maior    esse,    sit    vest^   mtntster.     £t 

quicumquo  Toluerit  int^  vos  primus  esse,  erit  vest^  seruus. 

Sicut  filifM  homtnis  non  yenit  mtnistrari  Bed  mmistrare,  et 

dare  animam  suam  redempcVoit^m  pro  multis.     Idem  paiet 

^  iie.  MS.    Vulgate,  gentis. 
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•JPp*f  ^®jl      Mat  ^  et  lucd  xxii**.    Item  pn'wa  petri  qumto:  *Pascite  qui 

katuLoe.  j^  yQ|)|g  gg^  gregem  domini,  prouidentes  no»  coaoti  e^ 
Bpontanee  weundum  ^mm :  neqiM  torpis  lucri  gcaoi^  sed 
Yoluntarie :  neque  domtnantes  in  clero,  sed  forma  facti  gregis 

[iTim.Ti.8.]  ex  animo.  Item  ad  Thi*^  vi^:  Habentes  Butem  alimenta  et 
quibtM  tegamur,  hijs  contenti  eimus,  Nam  qui  yolunt  diuites 
fieri  incidant  in  temptacton^m  et  in  laqueum  dia^o/».     It^m, 

Lake  [zIt.  83.]  lactf  ziv :  Sic  &rgo  omnia  ex  yobis  qui  non  renunciat  om»ibt» 
que    possidet,    non    ^oteit    mew    esse    diadpulus.       It^m, 

ISSSdenSJoM    Bemar(?tM   li^ro   ij    ad   Eagenium  popam:    Esto,   ut    alia 

lib.  u.  cap.  Ti.]  quacvLmquB  ractone  hec  tibi  vendices ;  sed  non  apostoUco 
inre.  nee  enim  ille  t»bi  dare  potuit  quod  non  habuit: 
q«od  autem  habuit,  hoc  dedit,  sollicitudinem  sup^  ecclesias, 
numquid  dofntnacton^m.  Audi  ipsum.  Non  domtnantes  in 
clero,  sed  forma  facti  gregis  ex  animo.  Et  ne  dtc^um  sola 
humilitate  putes;  nonne  eciam  veritate.     Vox  enim  donitni 

Luke  [zxii  25.]  est  in  euaugelio.  luc^  xxij° :  Beges  gencium  domtnaaticr 
eort^m;  et  infert,  vos  aut^m  non  sic.  Planum  est,  apM^lis 
intBrduntur  dommatt^.  Ergo  tu  et  tihi  usurpare  audes  aut 
dominans  apo«^olatum,  aut  apos^olicus^  dommatum.  Plane 
ab  alt^rutro  prohiberis.  Si  utrumque  simtd  habere  Telisy 
p^is  utrum^tM.    Alioqutn  non  te  exceptum  putes  de  illo 

HoeM[TUi.4.]  num^ro,  de  quibtM  sic  (Tonquerittir  deus,  Osee  octavo:  Ipti 
regnauerunt  eed  non  ex  me.    At  si  int^tc^wm  tenemtw, 

Lnke  [xxii.  26.]  audiamtM  cdictum.  luctf  xxii.  Qui  maior  est  Yestrum,  ait, 
fiat  sicut  iunior,  et  qui  prM^essor  est  sicut  qui  ministrat. 
fforma  apoxMica  hec  est;  Domtnacio  int^icitur,  indicit«r 

origenea.  mtnistracio.   hecibi.    Item,  Origenes  sup^  gen.    omelia  xTi°. 

DeniqtM  yis  scir^  quid  int^rsit  int^  sac^otes  dommi  et 
sac^otes  phoroonis.  Pharao  terras  concedit  sacerdotibtft 
suis,  domtnus  au^^n  sac^otibus  suis  partem  non  concedit 
in  tdnra,  Bed  dicit  eis :  Ego  pars  vestm.  Obs^ruate  ergo  qui 
hec  legitis,  omnes  domtni  sac^otes,  et  yidete  que  sit 
dt^ren^'a  sacerdotum,  ne  forte  qui  partem  ha^mt  in  t^rra, 

1  apoffolatut  MS. 
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et  t^rrenifl  cultibiw  *ac  stadijs  vacant,  non  tain  domtni  quatn  •[p.  54  ms.] 

phuraonis  sac^otes  eMe  yideantifr.    Ule  enim  est  qui  vult 

sactfrdotes  suos  habere   poBsessiones,   et  ez^ce»   agri  non 

anime  culturam,  Run  sed  non  legi  op^ram  dare.     Chriitus 

aw^Mn,    damtnuB    nosier,    sacerdotibiM    suis    quid    pr^dpit 

liudiamus:    Qui  non,    inquit,    renunoianerit    omnihua    que 

possidet,  non  j^test  mens  esse  discipultM.    Negat  christus 

suum  eMe  discipulain  quern  viderit  aliquid  possidentem,  et 

enm  qui  non  renunciat  omnibus  que   possidet.      Et  quid 

agimtw?  qui  hec  aut  ipn  legimtM,  aut  populis  exponimus, 

qui  non  solum  non  renunciamux  hijs  que  possidemtM,  sed  & 

adquirer^   volumtM   ea   que   nunquam   ha&uimtM    antequam 

▼eniremtM  ad  popa^tim.^  &e\  ^sr  processum.  Item,  parjsiensfs  pariai«osu. 

libro  de  vicijs,  titulo  de  auaricia  mtfrcenarioru/n :    Sciebat 

domtnus  ocultim  ecclesie  impediendum  esse  temporalibiM  istb 

ab  officio  suo;   Modicum  enim  pulums  vel  *palee  ocidwm 'f p- ***  ^*  ^ 

omnino  cessare    facit  ab  officio   suo.      Immo  Toluit  duces 

ecclesie   paup^es    esse,   eo    quod    paup^rtas   expedita    est, 

sicut  seneca  dicit,  et  subdit :  Si  vis  omnino  vacare  ut  paup^ 

sis,  ora  ut  paupm  sis  similis.     Et  si  cetera  membra  corporis 

ad  plura  officia  conueniant,  ut  lingua  ad  gustum  et  loquelam, 

et  mantM  ad  multa  similit^,  ocwltis  tantum  vnum  habet,  et 

contactum    t^rre  maxime   timet.     Sic  oculus  ecclesie  con- 

templatiuiM  legi  diwtne  debuit  intendere,  et  a  t^renis  istis 

sep^rari.    lic^^  pes  hommis  a  ceteris  m^mbns  eitM  seperatus 

non  sit,  tam^n  habet  sep^ratam  artem  que  ei  des^ruit,  & 

artifices  qui  ei  totality  circa  calciamenta  eius  intenti  sunt. 

QtMmto  magis  debent  e^e  aliqtd  qui  totaliV^  spiritualibiM 

sint    intenti.      Sed   hodie   magts   occupata  est  ecc^«ia    in 

temporalibus,   quo  ad  magnam  partem  stiam,  qtkim  fnerat 

sinagoga.     Ynde  qaum  fnit  datum  a  ^Constantino  imp^um  •[?.  55  hs.] 

occidentali  ecc^ie,   foc^a  est  vox  de  celo,  dicens:    hodie 

infusum  est  Tenenum  ecclesie  dei.     heo  iUe.    Item  Odo  in  odo. 

sermone,  Estote  mismcordes:  Stercora  putredtnis  sunt  diuicie, 

^  *  Chrutom*  Origen. 
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quibtM  Yolucres  cell,  i.  demones,  ezcecant  ocuIob  cupidomm. 
Et  hens  dicantwr  diwcie  stercora  dexnonum,  quum  omnes 
ditftcias  reputant  tanquam  stercora,  n^c  qaerunt  nisi  animamy 
ynde  diues  qnum  moritur  quasi  in  ties  porciones  diuidittcr ; 
mundiM  rapit  dioicias,  vermes  cadau^,  et  demones  a»imam« 
£t  qailibtf^  contenttM  sua  porcibne  altdrius  partem  no» 
desiderat ;  Ynde  versus : 

Venus.  SptrtVus  est  sathane,  caro  vermis  mammona  mundi; 

Ynica  plus  duplici  pars  sua  cuique^  placet. 

Item  jxon  tantum  a  demonibtM  bed  a  p^rfectis  diwtcie  stercora 

[Pbu.  iii.  8.]  reputauttfr ;  vnde  a,^sto\ns :  Omnia  reputaui  tamquam 
stercora  ut  chrt^^um  lucrifacerem.  Pro  hijs  stdrcoiibttf 
causidici  clamant  in  foro;   cleric!  quoqus  cantant  iu  choro; 

•[p.  5U  MS.]  medici  cum  egrotis  vigilant  *in  thalamo.  Fro  hijs  st^rcoribtu 
frequenter  illicita  commt^tuntur  in  mundo.  Sequitifr:  pocitu 
cum  thobia  gaudeamtw,  qui,  curata  cecitate  quam  p«r  stercora 
contraxerat,  visum  recup^rauit.  Sic  cum  diutcie  auferunttcr 
octdum  iusticie  recup^ramtM.  Cum  gladitM  furioso  aufertur, 
sanitate  restituta,  gra^'as  refert  illi  qui  abstulit«  Similit^ 
si  dolemiM  pro  ablacione  temporalium,  quibiM  ezcecamur, 
quibus  int^cimur,  furiosi  sumtM.  £t  reddita  nobis  dis- 
crecione,  saltern  in  alia  vita,  illi  qui  nobis  stercora  ab  oculia 
nostris  ezt^sit,  illi  qui  gladium  abstnlit  graeias  referemiw. 
Alibi  appellanturvenenum;  vnde  eodem  die  quo  a  Constantino 
dotata  est  eccletiti,  in  aere  audita  est  vox  angelica,  dicens ; 
hodie  infasum  est  venenum  in  eccUn& ;  maior  quid^m  effecta 

Odo.  est  in  dignitate,  Bed  minor  religione.     It^m  Odo  in  s^rmone 

Ecce  nos  reliquimtM  omnia :  Abel  moritur  i.  cura  pastoralis, 

•[p.  56  MS.]  lucttM  sptW^ualis  inttfrimitur,  set  *caym,  i.  possessio,  conser* 
uatur ;  ymmo  pastor  animarum  ca3rm  agricola  efficitur.  Ifon 
enim  inecc/^xia  queritur  si  sciat  hene  dooer^,  pro  p^ccads 
lugere,  set  si  sit  caym,  i.  agricola ;  si  sciat  terras  b^n^  colerv. 
Nee  mirum  si  multos  int^ficit  possession  cum  sit  venenum ; 

1  cm^t  MS. 
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Ynde  eodem  die  quo  dotata  est  ecc^ia  a  Constantino  audita 
est  vox  in  aere :  hodie  infusum  est  Tenenum  in  eccMa ; 
maior  quidem  dignitate,  set  minor  religione.  8i  queritur : 
ybi  est  ouis  tibi  commissa?  respondet:  'Numquid  custos 
fratris  mei  sum?  quasi,  Que  cura  est  mi^i  de  animabiM, 
dummodo  disponatt^  bene  de  temporalibtM.  Tales  sicut  cairn 
sunt  maledicti  qui  educunt  ouem  abel,  et  non  reducunt,  Bet 
seducunt.  vnde  Ezechiel:  Fastores  eortim  seduzerunt  eos. 
Item  Gk>r1iam  sup^  illo  Apoc.  zii^:  Misit  serpens  ex  ore 
sue  po«t  mulierem  aquam  ixaiquam  flumen,  &o.  F^  aquam 
fluminis  sLgaificeitur  *abundancia  temporalis,  que  fluit  cotidie  •[p.56ftMS.] 
sict^  aqua,  vnde  ^almista:  diuicie  si  affluant,  nolite  cor 
apponer^.  banc  aquam  habundantissime  misit  draco  in 
eccleeiam  A&i^  domino  p^rmittente,  quum  a  Constantino 
datum  est  imp^rium  occidentali  ecc^ie ;  ynde  tnno  audita 
est  vox  angelortfm^  in  aere  dicencium:  hodie  infusum  est 
yenenum  in  ecciMia  d^i;  sicut  legittir  in  apocrifo  Siluestn. 
£t  quia  iam  appropinquat  yenenuffi  hoc  ad  cor  ecci^^ne,  ita  ut 
iam  sit  suffocacio  proxima,  damat  ip«a  eccleeisL  cum  psaZmMta: 
Saluum  me  fac,  deus,  quontam  intrauerunt  aque  usqu^  ad 
animam  meam.  Et  deus  de  sua  bonitate  nunc  prime  incipit  audir^ 
ecc^Miam  suam,  et  misit  adiutorem  suum,  Beilieet  t^rram,  que 
absorbers  yult  totum  flumen;  yel  principem  t^rrenum,  qui  yult 
auferre  ab  ecclMia  omn»a  temporalia  sua,  lic^^  intencto  non  ead^m 
sit  cum  domtno,  qui  j^opter  bonum  eocleeie  mittit  ilium  ex 
miserieardi&,  hee  ille.  It^m  JeronymtM  in  yitis  patrum :  jextmymia. 
Ecc/(Mia  ex  quo  creuit  in  possessionibtM,  decreuit  in  yirtutibw. 
It^m  Jeronimutf  ad  ne^pocianum  ep.  xxxiiii:  Aut  aurum  •[p.  57  ms.] 
repudiemtM  nos,  sc.  clerici,  cum  cetms  sup^rsticionibtM 
iudeorwm,  aut  si  aurum  placeat,  placeant  et  iudei,  quos  cum 
auro  aut  probare  necesse  est  nobis  aut  dampnare.  It^m 
JeronymtM  ad  nepocianum :  Clericus  qui  christi  spruit  ecclesie 
prime  int^r^ttfr  yocab[u]Ium  suum,  et  nominis  diffinicione 
prolata,  nitatur  esse  quod  dieitur.     Si  enim  cleros  grece  latine 


^  aoglonim  lilS. 
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son  appellattfTy  propUrea  derid  dionntur  quia  de  sorte  sunt 
dominif  vel  quia  domitma  ip«e  8orB|  i.  pan,  dericomin  est.  Et 
quia  et  ip«e  para  damim  est,  et  dominxim  partem  liabeti  talem  se 
ezbibertf  deb^^,  ut  ip«e  possideat  dominum  et  possideattfr  a 
dommo.  Qui  enim  dominvim  possidet,  et  cum  proph^to  didt : 
para  mea  dominvLB,  niohil  extra  dominum  possidertf  potest ;  nam 
d  quippiam  aliud  ha^uerit  prater  dominrxm^  para  eius  nan  erit 
dominus,  yerbi  gracisL,  n  aurum,  d  argentuifti  d  possesdonem, 
d  Tariam  sappellectilem  habuerit,  cum  istis  partibtM  dotninna 
pare  eius  fieri  non  dignatur.  Et  paulo  post :  haben«  yictum 
•[p  576  MS.]  et  vestitum  hijs  contentus  ero,  *et  nudus  nudam  crucem  seqnar. 
Obsecro  te  itaqti^  repetens,  iteruiyi  iterumqtitf  monebo,  ne 
offlcium  clericattM  geniM  antique  milicie  puteo,  ne  lucrum 
seculi  in  chmfi  queras  milicia,  ne  plus  ha&eas  quam  quondo 
derictM  e««e  cepisti. 

Hertf  suen  autorites  in  latyn  of  holy  scripture  and  doctouris 
ajens  seculeris  office  of  pr^tis. 

[2  Tim.  iL  4.]  AuluB  a^stoluB  dicit  ij  tbi.  ij®  ad  ezcludendtim  prdatos 

p    et  sac^otes  ab  omni  seculari  offictb  isto  modo :   Nemo 

militans  deo  implicat  se  negooijs  secularibiw,  ut  ei  placeat 

cui  se  probauit.    Iste  autem  teztus  breuis  et  compendiosus 

BpoitoUf  ex  fide  quam  importat,  exduderet  omnes  sac^otes  et 

pure  clericos  ab  omni  offictb  seculari.     Quum  seculars  officium 

est  destructiuum  cure  pastoralis.   Immo  ex  canone  apo«toloriim 

•[p.  58 MS.]       dicitur:    ^'R^iseopua  aut  sac^dos  aut  diacontM  nequaquom 

EpSk     '  ^      '  seculares  curas  assumant.    Sin  ati^m  assumpserint  ddciantur; 

quia,  ut  dicit  gregorius  ibtinn,  Inutile  et  valde  laboriosum 

est  hominem  li^^ratum  raciooiuacionum  causas  assum^re,  et  in 

eis  que  non  expedit  se  obligare.    Item,  ibuf^m  dicit  beatus 

cipmnus,  cap^  neque:  In  dispensacione  ecc^e  banc  regulam 

obseruaudam   nouerit   unusquisqw^,    ut   nulli   qtfantumlibe^ 

exercitate  p^sone  duo  simul  officia  committat.     Immo  nomine 

.    sac^otis  careat   qui  dd   ministros  a  suis   evocet  offidis. 

Et  idem  Cipnanus  dicit  quod  ministri  ecc&de  debent  solum 
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altari  et  saoriflciiB  deseruire,  et  pr^cibus,  studijs  et  oracionibus 
Taoare.  Et  si  quia  eos  a  sptWi^ali  officio  ad  seculars  duxeret, 
non  offere^tfr  pro  eo  oblacio,  ne^  saortficiam  pro  sepultura 
eius  celebrabittir ;  non  enim  anU  altare  d^  merentnr  nominari 
in  sac^otum  prmse  qui  sacerdotes  et  ministros  ecclesie  ab 
altari  Tolnnt  avocar^.  Immo  dicit  beattM  Ajigustinus : 
ffbrnicari  hominibtM  nunqtMm  licet,  negociari  aut^m  ^eliauibtts  •[?.  ssa  ms.] 

^  /       o  J.  Ixxxviy.  de  c". 

lic^^,  auis  non  lic«^.    AnteqtMm  enim  ecclesiasticiM  quia  sit,  ffomicari. 
lic^^  ei  negociari;  facto  ecdesiastico  iam  non  lictf^.      Item 
ibiV^m  scribitur  sic :    Tnicionem  testamentortim  e^iseopw  non 
snscipiat,   eptseopus  nnllam  rei  famillaris  cnram  ad  se  renocet, 
set  lecdoni  et  oracioni  et  T^bo  pr^dicacionis  t^n^tmimodo 
yacet.     It^m  beatus  petrus  in  epistola  ad  clementem  dicit  zi.  q.  l^  ^. 
Sicnt  enim  impietatis  est  crimen  tibi,  o  demons,  neglectis  yerbi  siont. 
d^  studijs  sollicitudines  seculares  suscip^^,   ita  ynicuiqt^ 
laicort^m  p^cca^tan  est  nisi  inuicem  sibi  ecc/^nam  in  hijs  que 
ad  communis  vsum  yite  pertinent  op^ram  fidelity  dederint. 
Ideo  concludit  lex  oanonica  apo^^olortim  statuta  sunt  que 
dicunt:  Nemo  militans  d«)  implicat  se  &c*.      Proinde  a'lt^j^^-^- 
clerici  sint  sine  accionibt^t  dommoru m  aut  actores  sine  officio 
clericorum.     Et  uniu^rsi  dizerunt;  bee  obs^ruemus.     It^m 
ihidem  sic  scribitur  hij  qui  in  eccZ^«ia  domtni  ad  ordinem 
promouenttir  clericortfm,  in  nullo  *ab  administracione  diuma  •[p.59MS.] 
auocentur,  n^c  molestiis  et  negociis  secularibut  alligentur  ut 
ab  altaribus  &  sacrificijs  recedant ;  set  die  ac  nocte  celestibu^ 
rebus  et  spirii^alibus  seruiant  Item  he&ius  petrus  in  e^istoh 
ad  clementem  sic  scribit:  Te  quidem  oportet  irreprAensibilem  ^-  q- 1'-  c* 
yiu^e,  et  summo  studio  niti  ut  omnes  yite  huitM  occupaciones 
abicias.     Non  fide-iussor  existas  nee  aduocatut  licium  fias, 
ne  in  ulla  occupacione  prorsus  inueniaris  mundialis  negocii 
occasione  porplexus.     Neque  enim  iudicem  nequd  cognitorem 
secularium  negociacionum  te  ordinary  yult  cbrM^us,  ne  pre- 
focatus  pr^sentibfM  bominum   curis,    non  possis  y^rbo    d^ 
yacare.     Hec  y^ro  op^ra  que  mintM  Hht  congruertf  diximtM 
exbibeant  sibi  inuicem  yacantes  laici,  et  te  nemo  occupet 
ab  bijs  studijs  p&r  que  salus  datur  bomiitibus  &c^     It^m 
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[Decreti  pan  la.  gregOTiui  Bomano  defmsoii :   p^rlatam  est,  inqnit,  ad  nos 
oap.  4.]  '  reuerendissimum  firatrem  nortrtiMy  basilium  ej^ueopwok,  velut 

•[p.  59ft  MS.]  vnum  de  laicis  in  causis  seculariW  ^ocoupari,  et  prtftorija 
inutiliUr  obseruire ;  que  res  quid^n  et  ip«t<iii  yilem  reddil, 
et  reKerentiam  sacerdotalem  adnichilat.  statim  ut  expmencia 
tua  hoc  pf-Mseptum  enisceptfrit,  ad  reaertendwrn  earn  districts 
ezecutione  compellati  Quatenitf  te  illic  oonsistente  qwrnqiM 
diebus  sub  qualib^^  excasatione  immorari  non  liceat.  Ne  si 
quolibet  mode  eum  ibidem  amplius  moram  habere  p^rmiseris, 
cum  ipM)  apud  nos  grauiter  incipias  eMe  culpabilia,  &c. 

Ista  ad  prraens  suffioiunt  cum  diligenti  scnpturamm 
ezcercitatione  ad  ezcitandum  sacerdotes  ne  cons  secularibus 
se  subiciant;  Bet  oracioni,  studio  et  pr^cacioni  intendant, 
et  sic,  sptri^ualibtM  inimicis  deuictis,  soli  dto  placere  studeant; 
ut  cum  ip«o  in  celestibus  regnare  \aaleant ;  pr^stante  domtno 
nostro  ihMU  chrif/o,  qui  cum  patr«  et  spirt^  sancto  yiytt  & 
regnal  detM.    Amen, 
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XXVIL 


DE  OFFICIO  PASTORALI. 


A  Lativ  tract  under  this  title  has  been  printed  by  Dr.  Lechler.^  The 
two  are  substantially  the  same,  often  answering  to  each  other  chapter  for 
chapter.  Each,  however,  contains  chapters  which  are  not  in  the  other, 
while  in  details  of  treatment  and  in  language  they  are  independent.  In 
this  case,  as  in  his  defence  of  the  Conclusions  condemned  in  1377, 
Wyclif  has  published  his  argument  in  two  forms  intended  to  appeal  to 
different  classes  of  readers ;  and  we  cannot  doubt  that,  in  this  instance  as 
in  that,  both  forms  were  issued  simultaneously  or  nearly  so.  Dr.  Lechler 
in  his  preface  dates  the  Latin  tract  not  later  than  1378,  and  his  judgment 
is  supported  by  the  mention  (p.  457)  of  Avignon  as  the  residence  of  the 
Pope ;  since  Gregory  XI.,  the  last  of  the  Avignonese  Pontiffis  who  was 
recognized  in  England,  died  March  27,  1378.  This  English  version  of 
the  tract  is  much  more  vehement  against  the  friars  than  the  Latin; 
although  even  that,  by  the  use  of  the  phrase  '  castra  caymitica,'  shows 
that  Wyclif  had  already  taken  up  a  position  of  settled  hostility  to  the 
Mendicant  Orders. 
Copied  from  the  Ashbumham  MS.  MM. 


1  Johannis  de  Widif  Tractatui  de  Officio  Pastorali  e  oodice  Vindobonensi  primum 
edidit  Gotthardus  Victor  Lechler.    Lipsiss,  1863. 
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SUKMAST. 
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[^Capitulum  primum.'] 

SSSin^ir^S         er  ben  two  offlsis  >at  fallen  to  purging  of  >e  chirche.     >e 

uof £^ti«nd  }      *oon falli)?  to  knyjtis  &  kyngis  wi>  o>«re lordis, >at shnlde 

tSeChnrokf'*^         defende  wip  strengj^e  Je  lawe  of  criflt  in  his boundis;  &  in 

)is  8#niyB8  ^ei  holden  of  crist  al  ^e  lordchip  fat  fej  han,  & 

herfore  jfej  shulden  be  war  }at  }ej  forfete  not  a^enus  fis  lord. 

for  ^if  ^ei  ceessen  of  ^is  B^rayss  bl  lease  t3rme  or  more  bi  ony 

slon^e,  god  may  not  forfete  ^s  trespas  but  punysshe  it  in  bis 

tyme ;   &  bi  ]7is  cause  ben  lordchipis  cbaungidy  nou  encreessid 

2-  ^vgjjjj;^  &  Jiou  destried.     pe  to}er  offlss  to  purge  }e  chirche  falli^  to 

prratis,  }at  crist  ha]?  ordeyned  to  telle  generally  his  lawe  to 

lordis  &  comyns  what  J^ey  shulden  do,  &  to  stonde  for  goddis 

2houid^****b5     ^^^^  *^  bodily  de}  jif  it  be  node.     &  }us  fitting  of  Jes  cristis 

Sttfferiii  "*     knyjtis  stondi)?  in  paciense  &  passioun.     &  }\xa  it  is  to  saye 

Two  ti^js  be-  shortly  heer^  of  }e  offlss  of  goostly  herde.    per  ben  two  J^ingis 

of  spiritual  ihej-  y^t  fallen  to  ^0  offiss  of  Jis  herde,  &  J^es  ben  hoolynesse  of  lif 

mndtound  teach-  ^  hoolsuwnesse  of  his  lore.     A  curat  shulde  prwhe  to  J^e 

puple  treuj^s  of  goddis  lawe  }at  euertf  ben  grene,  for  Jeanne  he 

ledip  his  sheep  wel  in  hool  pasture  ]7at  wole  not  rote ;  &  for 

hoolynesse  of  lif  techi]?  rude  men  by  groos  ensaumple,  it  is 

nede^ful  to  ]7is  herde  &  to  his  floe  to  lyue  hoolily.     &  herfore 

seyen  hooly  doctours  }at  fe  lif  of  ^is  herde  is  a  bok  to  lewyd 

men,  &  a  marke  }at  fei  shulden  sue  aftir.     &  herfore  si]?en 

crist  is  ]7e  beste  herde  ]7at  may  not  fayle  in  ^is  offiss,  no 

cristenman  shulde  sue  his  pr^latd  but  in  as  myche  as  he  sue^ 

?"*SL**  °*itoia  ^^^'    ^  ^^®  *°  herde  shulde  passe  in  virtues  his  floo  as  fe 

office,  herde  passi]'  his  sheep,  for  he  shulde  be  so  sad  in  virtues  &  in 

suyngtf  of  j?e  firste  herde  ]^at  ne]^&r  for  ooueytise  ne  fauour^  no 

whteh  la  the    drede  of  deb  he  shulde  not  fayle ;  for  l^is  herdis  offiss  is  Ve 

highest     that  '  J      9  r  i 

ciwjt  hae  or-    hierste  \ai  criste  jyuef  to  ony  man.    &  Jus  J?ey  moten  leme 
Je  craft  of  loue,  to  loue  crist  bifor^  alle  oj^re,  &  Janne  a  man 
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loae]^  }ua  crist  wha»ne  he  kepi^  wel  his  biddingis ;  &  ellis  he 

IB  not  wot}j  to  haae  dche  a  maystir,  as  fe  gospel  sei]?.    &  Hatt  s.  [sr.] 

^M«  }ia  herde  mut  nedis  knowe  bileue,  hope  &  charite.    For 

}if  he  fayle  in  ony  of  J^ese  he  techi)?  not  wel  his  floe,  *ne  •[?.  wms.] 

putti^  his  lif  for  his  sheep  i^entis  Jre  wolf  whanne  myst^  is. 


ICapiiulum]  2°*- 

8       ij^en  a  pr«t  shnlde  be  a  mene  bitwixe  god  &  }q  puple  JJj^  'tSjuT^S 
&  teche  Je  puple  Je  wille  of  god,  it  is  knowen  J?ing  bi  ^^^  "^^ 
skile  }at  whaiine  he  erri^  in  yia  offiss  he  sinne]?  more 
]7aa  o}&re  men;  &  }vls  synnede  scarioth  more  ^an  oj^er^ 
oomyn  men.    it  is  knowun  bi  bileue  ]?at  a  man  shulde  not 
synne  for  to  wynne  al  ]^is  world,  wer^  it  nen^re  so  lijt  a  synne; 
for  ellis  ]?is  man  synnede  wel,  &  synnede  not  in  synnynge  }u6, 
&  Jus  a  man  shulde  not  synne  al  jif  god  bade  hyw  synne,  but  ^^^^S  tr^^ 
god  may  not  bidde  man  synne,  as  god  hym  silf  may  not  {^  *5KJjJ^5ii 
synne.     &  sijen  it  mut  nedis  be  synne  to  fayle  fro  suyngd  of  j^'j^jjitofaiiiii 
crist,  man  shulde  not  fayle  in  >is  suyt  forged  ne  for  ony '***^^^ ^*''***- 
creatortf.     &  it  is  khowun  bi  opyn  skile  ]?at  it  miit  nedis  be 
synne  to  fayle  in  suyngtf  of  crist  for  many  resouns  }0r  ben 
herof.    for  suyngtf  of  onst  in  v^ues  is  so  good  }at  it  may  not 
be  yuel ;  and  it  is  so  li}t  a  suyt  ^at  no  man  is  ezcusid^  bi 
noun  power;   &  crist  chees  siche  a  lif  to  teohe  men  to  sue 
hym,  &  no  man  may  come  to  heuene  but  ^if  he  sue  crist  on 
sum  man^.     &  ]?as  al  synne  of  roan-kynde  stondij  in  defaute 
of  suyt  of  crist ;   &hus  sih  ech  cristenman  hab  power  of  god  Erery  man  ha« 

•^  »         /  X  X  x-  o       power  to  follow 

to  sue  crist,  he  dissusi]?  to  myche  his  power  Jot  TsiJ  it  not  to  Christ. 

sue  Jis  lord.     &  heer^  men  shnlden  be  war«  wij  ]^  fend  )at 

]yey  be  not  blyndid  bi  hym  to  seye  who  may  be  euene  wij 

onst,  &  ]fus  to  allegge  cnst  is  but  foly.     pis  is  fe  lewiderste 

fendis  skile  Jot  euer«  cam  out  of  his  leesingis ;  for  men  wolen  Men  must  not  trr 

not  be  euene  wi}  crist  ne  go  bifore  hym  as  petr«  wolde,  but  ^^st  w^^be- 

Bue  crist  neer  or  ferrer^,  &  ellis  yej  moten  go  amys.     &  J^ia  ^'^ 

may  ech  man  do  o]w  more  nyj  or  ferrer^.     &  ^s  summe  gon 

bifore  crist  &  summe  ^n^orien  hym  in  f&r  weye.     pes  men 
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ciSst  who'SSa  ^^  tifore  crist  }at  feynen  hem  an  hid  power  for  pride  or  for 

pSwer^M^S^tlS  oouetyise,  aljif  }U  power  be  not  groundid  in  criat,  &  Job  doa 

solution.  prtflatis  nou-a-dayes  i»  asoyling  &  prinylegies.    &  oj^re  me» 

gon  bifore  crist  )at  trowen  Jot  Jey  ben  mouyd  bi  pite  to  stiw 

a  man  to  do  a  dede,  &  jit  it  is  ajenus  goddis  wille ;   &  }ns  it 

semy^  }at  petr«  was  monyd  to  lette  orist  to  die  for  men, 

&  herfore  was  petre  clepid  satanas  &  bedun  go  bihynde  crist; 

for  no  drede  petr^  hadde  be  dampnyd  jif  he  hadde  not  sorowid 

TOntrtPTtoOirG  ^^^  ^^  synne.    pes  men  ren^rsen  crist  bi  his  godhed  &  liis 

lk?1)f*hJi^^Ml  °""^^  M  ^^  power  of  onstis  godhed  to  do  a  Jing  vpon 

•S^'a  MS.]        resoun,  &  jit  Jey  letten  to  do  it,  doynge  *  Je  controrye  her-of. 

&  Bipen  god  is  J^e  firste  resoun  many  men  in  omissioan  synne 

ajentM  crist,  &  ]?ey  moten  nedis  contrarie  to  hym.     &  J^as  men 

of  ^es  newe  ordris  ren^rsen  crist  as  satanas,  for  ^ey  leenen  }A 

crist  biddi]^  &  don  newe  biddingis  vndir  his  power. 


Capitulum  3"' 

0      f  ]^is  goldun  bileue  shulden  pr^tis  take  ^is  reule  of  crist 

[1  Tim.  Ti.  8.]  J?at  ponl  jyuej  to  t3rmothe,  &  in  hym  to  alle  cristes 

Pri«§to  ihonid  be         pr^stis :  "  hauyiige  fode  &  oj^re  ^yngis  bi  whiche  we  ben 

foodandndment.  skilcfuly  keuerid,  be  we  payed  wij  J^es  two,"  &  do  we  werk  jwt 

pr^ds  shulden  do.    for  ech  prmt  shulde  sue  crist  bi  ^e  power 

]^at  crist  hajr  jouyn  hym ;  but  ech  pr^t  may  lijtly  ^us  sne 

Thii    rale    ii  crist  jif  he  lette  not  hym  silf,  &  ^ui  synne  excnsi^  hym  not 

7     oing.  ^^  ^^  synne  not  in  J?is  noun  suyt.    &  Jus  crist  lyuede  s 

Each  mutt  foUow  comyn  lif  bat  ech  cristenman  may  sue,  &  noon  of  hem  may 

Chrlat,  but  none 

can  oome  up  to  be  cueno  wijr  crist,  for  nedis  cristis  godhed  mut  be  bifore. 
&  Jus  ech  cristenman  may  renne  faste  &  he  ahal  ay  fyn^o 
crist  bifore  hym ;  be  he  pore,  be  he  richci  be  he  feble,  be  he 
witty,  he  may  not  fayle  in  his  good  wille  }at  ne  he  shal  sae 
crist  in  Jat.  &  Jus  shal  ech  cristenman  do,  be  he  herds,  be 
he  sheep ;  but  jif  he  take  to  be  heide  he  shulde  passe  in  witty 
suyng;  &  Jis  reule  }at  poul  jyueth  mouyde  apostUs  & 
ojdre  prMtis,  til  Jot  Je  chirche  of  rome  was  dowid,  to  sue 
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orist  in  }e  gospek  poa«rt,  &  what  j^ing  }at  a  prMt  ha]?  more 
he  hajr  his  meede  heer^  but  not  in  heuene.  &  }xib  poul 
Tndir8to»di>  bi  fode,  mete  &  drynk  hat  ben  couenable  to  do  <Food»  doet  not 

^        '  Inolnde  dainties. 

bet^re  \^  s^ruysa  of  god;   &  not  lastly  deyntees  of  prdstis, 

riA\«r  to  make  ^^  body  wantoun,  ne  gete  hem  worchip  in 

on^-greet  meyne.      two  man^   of  hiling  ben  nedeful  to 

pr^tis  ^at  sholden  do  ^  offiss ;   hiling  of  resonable  cloj^is,  RaimentindadM 

&  eke  hiling  of  skileful  housis.     but  be  war  heer^  ^at  synne  ^^»^* 

of  curatis  brou^t  in  bi  custom  in  ^es  two  be  not  cause  of  ^y 

synne  to  spende  to  myche  in  o]?^  of  hem.     ft  si^en  we 

shulden  be  pilgryms  heew  &  rowe  wisely  in  Jris  boot  ^  ^LijJjP'^^v-** 

heuene,  jif  we  passen  J^is  fode  k  hiling  we  chargen  vs  silf  wi]?-  JJ^^lJ!^  *^ 

outen  fruyt.     &  \m  prmtis  shulden  be  war  ^ot  coueytise 

ouM-  ]?is  reule  of  crist  lette  not  prMis  to  holde  poulis  reule, 

for  ^anne  ^y  synne  in  auerise.     &  ^us  prdstis  may  bi  ]nre  Three    tempu- 

enemyes  be  temptid  to  breke  \\a  apostUs  reule ;  bi  ^  fleys,  ApoeUe'eniie: 

ft  bi  ]^  world,  ft  bi  pride  of  ]re  fend.    ]7at  prMt  ]?at  fedijr 

*hym  silf  to  lustflily  to  plese  his  fleys  mut  passe  resoun  in  ^^'^jj'^^'^ 

his  dispensis;   ft  ]?at  bringi]?  in  robbing  of  curatis.    ft  ^t^fftooia«tAiUy; 

prtfst  synnejr  bi  ^  world  J^at  passi]?  J^is  reule  in  to  greet  ^  ^«JJ-   ^y 

meyne  or  in  to  costly  dispensis,  ft  seij?  J^e  world  nedijr  herto.  aw^pomp; 

he  synnejr  bi  tempting  of  ]?e  fend,  ]?at  bi  pride  or  worldly  tiMMi,b7pride 


worchip  coueyti^  more  of  siche  godis  ^  resoan  axi}r  to  his 

offiss.     ft  J^us  onest  pou^rt  is  best,  moost  sur«,  ft  moost  lift  to 

prestis  heer^ ;    ft  bi  ^is  cause  crist  helde  ^is  meene  bitwixe 

begging  ft  worldly  richees.     ft  heer^  ben  ]rre  ezcusaoiouns  ^iit  Three 

ben  seyd  to  excuse  prmtis  synne.    summe  seyen  lot  for  worldly  i.   winning  of 

worldly  honour. 

worchip  ]?ey  moten  passe  \\a  reule  of  poul ;  ft  ^im  ]?ei  desiren 

more  worldly  worchip  ]?an  worchip  of  heuene  in  staat  of  blis  bi 

^e  holding  of  goddis  reule.    but  whero  is  more  foly  of  man  ? 

pe  secound  excusacioun  of  synne  sei^  ]rat  prdstis  moten  do  gj^*^^»<»*y 

bodily  almes,  ft  algatis  helpe  folc  of  J^ar  kynd.    but  Jris  telli^ 

an  opyn  blasfemye,  ^at  crist  was  vnwiss  in  ^.si]r  he  Tside 

not  Jris  in  word  ne  dede,  for  goostly  almes  is  myche  bet^re  ^ 

deling  of  Jis  worldly  drit.    J7e  ^dde  excusacioun  of  prMtis  »•  JJ'"^****"^^ 

is  ^t  ^ey  moten  nedis  gedero  godis  for  sekenesse  ft  eelde  ^  n«^* 
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&  opere  caassis  to  helpe  hem  in  tyme  of  nede.  pis  is  a^ntM 
^e  lore  of  crist,  to  triste  in  kelp  of  worldly  mac,  &  leeue  to 
triste  in  god  almy^ti  for  keping  of  his  comaondementis. 

Capitulum  4"*' 

AnUohrirtar^ej  ]>      xit  heevs  ao^icrist  argae]?  a^niM  J^is  lawe  of  god  'pat  bi 

fordSSbouM  gSe         J'^  ^^^  "^^  lordis  Jat  lyuen  worldlily  shulden  holde 

up  their  wealth.  j^^j^  p^y^d  of  }er  fode  &  }er  hiling,  hut  wher^  were 

Jeanne  par  lordchip  &  ^er  tresour  to  helpe  reumes  ? 

many  siche  ape  resoons  han  men  herd  BL^enus  orist^  as  ^f  an 

ape  wolde  argae  ]?U8 :  ''a  manntw  eye  is  in  his  hed  of  satil 

fode  &  ynhilid,  bi  pe  same  skile  shulde  his  foot,"     pis  fend 

God  has  ordained  mat  lemo  arguyng,  &  wite  to  what  ende  god  ha^  ordeyned 

of  Holy  Church,  dyu^so  lomes  of  hooly  chirche,  &  J^^aftir  shapun  hem  godis. 

and  made  thinss  •  i  ^  *  •  •        • 

for  their  UM.      prtfstiB  shulden  be  in  ^e  hierste  staat,  &  sue  cnst  in  sor^ 

pouert.     kyngis  &  lordis  shulden  be  byne]?e  &  shewe  ^e 

godhed  of  crist;  &  so  hem  faUip  to  per  ofFyss  to  haue  lordchip 

&  worldly  richees,  &  bi  ]?is  shulden  pej  shewe  oristis  power 

in  his  godhed.     &  cnstis  pr^tis  shulden  be  pore  &  pacient  bi 

fta  **  to'^^^priS^s  ^^^^^^  manhed.    But  hou  ben  worldly  godis  nedeful  to  kepe 

•rp°  8  MS.1        ^^^^®  ^^^^  ^^  *pr^tis  ?  clerkis  shulden  shame  of  siche  resouns, 

&  algatts  hou  ]?ey  passen  crist  in  taking  of  worldly  lordchipis 

&  hauyng  of  er]?ely  tresour,  ]?at  shulden  be  proper  to  worldly 

men.    crist  wolde  not  in  his  persone  ne  in  his  apostlis  haue 

siche  richessis,  but  kepte  lordchipis  &  worldly  godis  to  kyngis 

andrS^ia  ^Sre  *  ^^rdi^  of  f is  world ;   &  certiB  f ese  axen  bodily  trauel  & 

priMtU"'^'*^  ^  ™y?*^  defense  of  goddis  lawe  }at  shulden  not  acorde  to  prtfstis; 

wherfore  shulden  ]?ei  haue  ]?es  godis?    &  so  worldly  lordis 

thi2  lorda  nd  ^ht  ^^"^1^®**  kuowc  wherforc  god  jaf  hem  J^es  godis,  &  s^rue  god 

fSoB  of*hia°iawI  ^^  l^"*  8^*  1^  mj^  defending  of  his  lawe ;  for  wite  pej  wel 

^at  for  ]?is  defaute  may  ]?ey  be  blamed  of  ^is  cheef  lord. 

pr«itis  shulden  not  lette  ^s  ordenaunse,  but  helpe  pat  it  wer^ 

kept  of  ^e  chirohe ;  for  so  dide  orist  in  word  &  dede,  why 

shulden  not  his  pr^stis  do  so  ?    auerous  gedering  of  tresour  is 

to  blame  in  ech  staat. 
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^it  argue^  an^icrist  ajenu«  j^is  lawe  }at  pool  ha]?  teld; 
apostlis  as  }ei  weren  tan^t  of  god  chesiden  to  hem  seuene  The  aposaes  ap- 
dekenes  to  s^me  folc  at  }er  mete  &  to  do  bodily  almes.    Why  to      diathbute 
shuldeit  not  prmtis  do  bo,  m^en  }&.  kunnen  wiseliertf  do  ^is  ?  Acu'[ti.] 
but  heer^  men  seyen  as  bifore  }at  ^is  smacchi^  an  ape  skile; 
for  we  graufften  to  J^es  spekeris  'pat  bo]?e  lowers  prastis  & 
dekenes  may  s^rue  trewe  men  &  pore  in  departing  of  mete  to 
hem;   but  ]rey  shulen  not  bi  ^is  offiss  leeue  ay  to  pr^che 
cfistis  gospel.     &  so  men  shulden  take  heer«  good  hede  hou  The  goods  were 
apostlis  gederide  not  ^es  godis,  but  seculeris  puttiden  hem  at  apoeUes^feet. 
per  feet;  &  ^t  J^ei  leften  not  to  pr^che  for  departing  of  pes 
godis.     ft  ^s  a  derk  or  sponsor  of  a  curat  may  parte  ^s  a  curate  may  em. 
godis  in  pe  name  of  hym.    what  lewid  skile  shulde  moue  of  to       distribute 


^is  pat  prMtis  shulden  be  seculer  lordis,  or  haue  worldly  godis 

in  propr^,  sipen  apostlis  kepten  hem  fro  ^es  two.     &  heer^ 

men  answeren  to  pe  priMe  skUe  pat  an^usrist  maki^  heer^ ; 

poul  techi^  hou  pat  bishops  shulden  ordeyne  wel  for  per  hous  To  the  arrumeiit 

&  herbore  men  wij^-oute  grucohing,  but  herto  ^ei  moten  haue  should  be  gi?«! 

wherof  ouar  per  fode  &  per  hiling.    We  graunten  wel  pat 

siche  bishops  as  ben  keperis  of  parischis  shulden  wel  ordeyne 

for  her  houais  bo]?e  in  prMtis  &  oper  meyne,  so  pat  pej 

hadden  not  to  manye  ne  to  ydil  ne  to  synful.     &  si^en  pej 

shulden  haue  ynow  bo^e  of  fode  &  of  hiling,  pej  shulden  not  we  saj  that  they 

euerd  be  so  nedy  pat  ne  pej  my^ten  helpe  pore  pilgryms.    but  ^^^^  ^  ^®^p 

heertf  ^ei  hadden  need  to  be  war  of  herboringtf  *of  stronge  •[p.  u  ms.] 

beggeris  ft  of  myjti  men  of  >e  world  to  haue  heer^  >ank  of  but  not  to  enter- 

^®  .^7  X  -"^  tain  merely  for 

worldly  manhed.  J?ey  shulden  kepe  pore  pilgryms  for  tyme  worldly  credit. 
pat  ^ei  hadden  wher-of,  ft  fede  hem  bi  apostlis  fode  ft  not  bi 
deyntees  for  worldly  worohip.  ft  j^is  shulde  teohe  siche 
p^rsones  to  take  more  hede  to  per  pary^shis  to  fede  her  soulis 
goostly,  al  }if  ^ey  shulden  do  ^is  snmtyme.  ft  ^is  wer« 
litil  charite  in  p^rsouns  to  spard  hem  silf  for  a  ny^t  for  to 
helpe  per  euene  cristen,  whanne  pej  sawen  pat  ^ei  hadden 
node;  ft  algatis  to  take  siche  gestis  pat  helden  hem  payed 
wi^  siche  godis,  ft  weren  of  J^e  noumbr^  of  hem  ^t  poul 
biddi]?  to  holde  hem  payed. 
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Capitulum  5~' 

u Jfon  thS^SSj  ^      ^  f^  ™*y  ™®'*  ®®  ^^^  J'^  ^^®  herdifl  of  criat  shulden  1  jue 

of  their  flock.  of  J,©  almes  of  sheep  ]?at  Jey  techen.   for  jif  }ey  ban  rentis 

bifore  or  worldly  richees,  ]?ei  shnlden  leene  hem  bifore 

or  lyue  on  hem  bi-syde  }er  sheep.     &  }us  apostlis  leften  ]^er 

godis  whanne  }ej  weren  chosun  to  cristis  disciplis.     for  ech 

p^rsoun  shulde  bi  charite  sne  crist  as  lichy  as  he  my^te,  but 

Christ  UTod  on    cnst  lyuede  of  almes  of  ]?e  puple  ^at  he  taujte ;  why  shulde 

Luke  Tiii.  [8.]     a  prtflat  shame  to  lyue  ]7us  on  siche  almes  ?    pe  gospel  of  luk 

sei^  hou  marye  maudelen  &  cusees  wif  &  many  o]^ere  mynys- 

triden  to  crist  of  }e  godis  }at  weren  heme ;  &  ]nM  as  cfist 

Why  should  a  was  nedy  for  men,  so  he  wolde  take  of  ler  almes ;  hou  sbulde 

Srelftte  shAine  to  ^ 

o likewise!       a  prdlat  shamo  to  take  ]7us  godis  of  pore  men?    Also  ech 

To  lire  on  Sims  is  pr^lat  shulde  lyue  moost  parfit  lif  &  moost  sikir^,  but  it  is 

the  most  perfect  «  .,  .  , 

life;  more  parnt  &  sikird  to  lyue  on  siche  almes  ^an  bi  ony  o^^ 

man^,  &  J^^rfore  pr^latis  shulden  mekely  holde  hem  payed  of 
^is  title,    ^if  ]?ei  hadden  bi  an^icristis  lawe  weye  to  plete  for 

it  sToids  strife  }eB  godis,  ^ey  wolden  stryue  &  curse  for  hem  &  wrongly 
disturble  ^er  sugetis,  &  ]nw  to  haue  bi  title  of  almes  as  crist 
hadde  is  more  worchipful,  for  lawe  of  ^e  lord  is  bet^re,  &  yna 
pr^tis  ben  more  lik  to  crist.     &  ]7us  prdlatis  shulden  bi  title 

In  teaching  their  of  almes  ^yue  lore  &  leding  to  ^er  sugetis;  &  si]?en  ^is  jyuyng 

more  than  Sey  is  mycho  bettfTC  ]?an  bodily  ^yuyng  }at  fe  puple  fjne},  it  is 
more  worchipfol  to  pr^Iatis  to  ^yue  ]?us  goostly  almes  yan  to 


take  bodily  almes,  ^at  is  so  litil  &  so  myche  dette,  &  herfore 
Acts  XX.  [85.]  seif  poul  sojely  }at  it  is  more  blessid  condictoxin  for  to  jyue 
It  makes   the  beterd  ^ing  ban  to  take  Hng  lesse  worK    &  bus  ^if  title  of 

flock  con  tribute 

of  flree  wiu,  almes  renne  bi-twixe  Jis  herde  &  his  sheep,  it  is  more  wiUeful 
to  ^es  sheep  &  so  more  meedefal  to  hem,  &  herfore  wolde 
•P^4M8*7*^^'^  poul  take  willefuly  Je  jifte  }at  philemon  shulde  *jyue  hym. 
andis  arour  for  &  on  J?e  toJ?«*  syde  anentis  Je  herde  it  tume]?  hym  to  more 
lates.  mekenesse,  &  stiri]?  hy»n  by  skyle  &  shame  to  ^yue  a^en  betere 

men  defd  raiy  Id  ?i^e-     Also  god  is  80  skilcful  ^ot  he  wolo  uot  }at  mem 
he^ued  *^  ^^  chaffer*  but  in  Jingis  whoos  valu  }ei  knowen ;  but  lore  & 
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pr^oTir  of  prwtis  may  not  be  taxid  bi  mannus  wit,  So  }r*rfore  p^^^J^ 
god  wolde  not  }at  it  wer^  seld  bi  dymes  ne  offeiingb.    &  p^^* 
]7tfrfore  tei}  orist  i»  matlieas  gospel  to  his  disciplis  }at  tecben  Matt.  z.  [8.] 
}e  pnple :  "  jee  token  frely  jourd  wit  of  god,  &  jyue  jee  it 
frely  to  }e  puple."     &  }is  sentense  sbulden  pr^stis  take  as  a 
leule  of  bilene,  formycbe  wit  &  myobe  Btreng]?e  be»  in  goddis 
reoles  }at  semen  rude. 


Capitulum  6"*- 

0      f  ]7is  it  semy^  to  many  men  )at  ne^&r  persoan  ne  pr^lat 

shulde  wringe  out  be  godis  of  his  sagetis  bi  cums  ne  PriMts     should 

not  enrse  or  go  to 

worldly  pie*    for  ^ey  ben  pure  almes  as  we  supposen,  on  Uw  for  money, 
wbicb  abnes  sbulde  renne  no  pie;  for  ]^  sbulden  be  willeful  & 
puyn  wib-oute  resoun  of  manntM  dette.    Also  crist  &  bis  Christ  and  his 

'  apostles  nerer 

apostlis  ne^^  cursiden  ne  pletiden  for  }er  dette,  &  ]?ey  sbulden  cud  this. 

be  ensaumple  to  ys ;  wby  sbulden  we  curse  or  plete  for  hem  ? 

&  in  tokene  hereof  god  telde  in  bis  newe  lawe  litil  or  nomt  little  or  nothing 

'    said  of  tithes  In 

of  jyuyng  of  dymes.    &  it  Bemy}  to  trewe  men  }at  god  wolde  New  Testament. 

J^at  dymes  weren  partid  bi-twixe  pr^tis  &  o}ere  pore  men 

hat  weren  feble,  lame  or  blynd.     &  therfore  tellib  luk  in  bis  Lnke  ix. 

Christ  and  the 

gospel  bou  crist  cam  ^oru}  samary  wi]7  bis  disciplis,  &  ]?ey  Samaritans. 

-wolden  ne}er  ^ue  fode  ne  berbore  for  bym  &  bise ;  &  icon  & 

iames  axiden  of  orist  }at  fier  sbulde  come  doun  fro  heuene  & 

destrie  hem,  as  ely  dide ;  but  crist  answeride  to  ^ea  apostlis 

&  tau^te  }at  be  wolde  not  curse  }m:  ''^ee  witen  not,"  sei]? 

crist,  ''wboos  spiritis  jee  ben,  &  bou  y  loue  mekenesse  & 

paciense;  for  manniM  sone  cam  not  in-to  ^is  world  to  lese 

menntM  soulis  but  to  saue  hem."     &  iurisdiccioun  of  crist  was 

larger^  &  freer^  J^an  }e  popis.    si^en  crist  wolde  not  curse  for 

bes  wrongis,  &  bei  weren  more  ban  oxa$  wrongis,  bi  what  lawe  Onr  wrongs  less 

,     ,  -  \  ,  than  Christ's. 

sbulden  we  baue  title  to  curse  ]?us  for  our^  lesse  wrongis? 
no  drede  crist  badde  more  ri}t  to  J^s  dymes  }an  ony  cristen- 
man  may  baue  to  dymes  or  to  ofiferingis  or  to  ony  good  by 
manntM  lawe ;  &  si^en  crist  tau}te  in  ]as  dede  not  to  plete  for 
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his  dette,  why  shulden  not  pr^stis  sue  crist  heer«,  tij^n  crifitis 

dedis  hen  m jronr  to  hem  ? 
«[p.4»HS.]  &  ^^^  }^7  taken  of  ^e  olde  lawe  }at  d3rmes  hen  *dae 

vn-to  pr^stis,  mjche  more  in  ^  newe  lawe  whaitne  prmtis 
Tithes  were  due  hen  more  wotW  hi  crist.     aoh  it  is  hat  dymes  weren  due 

10  prieeta  in  the  '"^  T  T  J 

hli^*to'^ork*iJ  *°  P**^*"  i»  }^  ol<io  lawe,  hut  }ej  weren  holdun  to  do 

return.  a^en  slejng  of  heestis  &  hard  stfruyss.  .  hut  god  forhede  pat 

oura  pr^latis  ohlische  hem  to  trauele   ^us,   for  Jranne   ^ei 

ahiden  a^en««  hileue,  sleyng  of  crist  pat  was  panne  figurid. 

toUwexoe"?^'^®^  HO  man  shulde  plete   an    oj^r,    &   algatis   Je    curat 

of  charity.         jjig  sheep,  hut  for  charite  to  pe  pleted  man;    sipen   poul 

sei]?  pat  alle  our^  dedis  shulden  he  don  in  charite,  ^e  pat 

shulde  strecche  to  our^  enemyes.     &  }it  pon  seyst  pat  charite 

moue]?  pee  to  plete  ]?ub  for  dymes,  for^yue  ]7ou  hem  as  crist 

dide ;  for  ]?at  is  more  li;t  &  of  more  loue.     &  ^if  a  man  plete 

in  goddis  cause  &  alegge  pat  pon  hast  synned  in  doyng  of 

]?yn  herdis  offiss,  in  ^ingis  pat  ]7ou  shuldist  jyue  ]7i  sheep ;  no 

drede  pon  maist  not  answers  heer^  ne  iustefie  pj  part  hi 

goddis  lawe.     &  pun  in  pe  newe  lawe  si^  pr^rtis  hi-gunnen 

to  plete  pVLB,  ^ei  han  left  to  do  per  offiss,  as  ]?ei  leften  in  pe 

A  priest  to  moTe  olde  lawo ;  &  SO  in-stode  of  siche  plees  ^e  curat  shulde  moue 

his  flock  to  pro-  ,   « 

vide  for  him  by  his  sheep  hi  paciense  &  opere  y^rtues  &  trewe  trauel  in  his 

K>ticno6  and  cood 
iB*  offiss.    &  }if  ]?is  wole  not  moue  pe  puple  to  ^yue  hym  J^ingis 

pat  hen  nedeful,  tume  pis  prdlat  to  oper  puple;  for  so  dide 

crist,  &  god  faili^  not ;  or  ellis  lyue  he  on  his  hodily  trauel  or 

opere  menniM  almes  as  poul  dide. 


Capitulum  7°"' 

If  a  preute  bid  a  0  tpiB  ground  may  men  se  ou^,  pat  jif  an  hye  prtflat  charge 
SS!2y  ^TOn*l?  a  p^rsoun  to  jyue  hym  godis  pat  is  not  groundid  hi  lawe  of 
mJinSiSr^         god  for  to  jyue,  Jys  p^rsoun  shulde  not  jyue  pes  godis^ 


or  he  assents  to 
wrong. 


ne^^  for  cursing  ne  opere  censuris.  for  a  man  shulde  not  asente 
to  synne  for  noting  as  it  is  seyd;  &  no  drede  J^is  p«rBoufi 
assentide  to  pe  wrong  of  his  prdlat  ahoue,  whanne  he  jyue|r 
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fus  pore  mennus  godis  bi  jifte  }at  goddis  lawe  techi^  not.  for 
al  treu^e  i«  in  goddis  lawe,  &  dettis  feyned  wi^-outen  it  ben 
pare  robbery  of  ]?e  puple;  bnt  who  shulde  not  a^en-stonde  J^is? 
&  it  is  all  oon  to  an  hye  pr^lat  to  cnrse  Ms  p^rsonn  for  ^is  a  prelate  mi«rht 

^      ^  ,  ^      M  weU  bid  him 

cause  &  to  seye:    '' robbe  pou  pore  men,  &  take  of  hem  so  go  rob  at  once. 

myche  good,  &  y  shal  mayntene  ^i  robbery,  &  ellis  y  shal 

curse  yee  in  ^yn  hed  &  suspende  ]?ee  &  }e  puple  'pat  pej  hera 

not  goddis  s^uyss."    Who  wolde  not  fle  fro  siche  spuyling 

for  siche  feyned  censuris  of  pr^latis  ?    but  heer^  ha^  ^e  fend 

shapun  a  sharp  cautel  to  siren  g^en  ^is  robbery,     pej  wolen 

bi  pre^cess  of  her  lawe  priue  a  man  of  his  benefiss  &  putte  Oood  men  are 

in  aH'Oper  fend  pat  wole  blely  robbe  pore  men  &  ptta  jyue  beneflcee  given  to 

]>is  robbery  to  ^is  pr^lat  of  an^tcrist.     &  ^s  astonye]?  many 

p^rsouns  to  stonde  for  ri^t  a^enus  pe  fend,     but  heer^  shulden 

alle  f  re  *partis  of  pe  chirche  helpe  ech  oper  ajentw  pe  deuel,  np.  6  ms.] 

&  wite  wel  first  pat  suche  cursing  or  censuris  ben  vnskileful ;  of  the  church 

'  ^  '  should    loin    to 

&  SO  men  shulden  quenche  hem  sij?  ^ei  ben  ajenw*  goddis  lawe.  5^LJ?*'  *"* 

&  trewe  p^souns  wif  per  parijschis  shulden  not  lette  for  siche  •"^  oenanree. 

manass  to  stonde  algatis  for  ]?is  treu^e,  neper  for  dispensis 

ne  peyne ;  for  si^en  p^rsouns  shulden  haue  no  godis  to  jyue 

per  pr^latis  but  of  ^er  sheep,  what  p^rsoun  shulde  for  al  ^is 

world  make  ^is  robbing  of  pore  men  ?     &  jif  manye  wolden 

holde  togedertf  in  J^is  bileue  ajeufM  ^e  fend,  it  wer^  a  triacle 

a^entM  venym  pat  emp^our  pr^latis  sowen  in  ^e  folc.     for  no 

drede  neper  p^rsouns  ne  puple  shulden  assente  herto  for  ony 

man.     ft  banne  bischops  ft  archidekenes  wib  per  official^  &  Arohdeaeona  fine 

'*  '    '  poormen, 

denes  shulden  not  am^rsy  pore  men;   for  )yis  is  worse  ^an 

comyn  robberye,  sij^en  ipocrisie  is  feyned  oner  wrong-taking 

of  pes  godis.     a  pr^  shulde  ra)?er0  leeue  ^is  offiss  &  suffers 

de]?  or  he  assentide  by  ony  of  size  man^  of  consentis  to  siche  six  ways  of  cod- 

piling  of  pore  men.    for  it  is  in  many  caasis  as  myche  synne 

to  rob  a  wedewe  or  a  pore  fadirles  child  of  a  peny  or  an 

halpeny  as  it  wer^  to  robbe  a  riche  man  of  an  hundrid  markis 

wor^  godis.    ft  no  drede  siche  cowarde  prratis  ben  cause  of  al 

fiiche  spuyling ;  ft  it  is  shewid  by  ^is  ]?efbe  pat  ]7ei  louen  more 

per  shepis  godis  ^an  pej  don  heelj^e  of  per  soule,  ft  ]7anne  paj 

27 
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faylen  of  gode  herdis,  &  ben  hind  hyiies  or  wdluys,  &  J^e 
puple  shulde  crye  out  on  siche. 


Capitulum  8"*- 

Pa^hionws  c  ristenme»  of  f  is  ground  ^enkeit  }at  parijschens  shuldeii 
tS^S'^'t??  drawe  fro  p^rsouns  offeriwgis  &  dymes  &  oj^^re  godis 
<>®c«-  whanne  }ej  faylen  opynly  i»  \»r  offiss,  for  siche  assent  is  to 

To  pav  them  is  blame  lat  nurshib  p^sonns  in  siche  synne.     but  what  meede 

anenting  to  sin.  '  '   *^  ''       ^ 

wer*  it  to  parijshens  to  jyue  her  almes  to  siche  a  pr^lat  to  werrtf 
n^enus  crist  &  his  chirche  &  mayntene  )&  fendis  part  ajent» 
crist?  si]7en  crist  ha]?  taujt  cristenmen  hou  }ej  Bhulden 
wisely  do  ^er  almes ;  not  a^enus  }ar  oune  bed,  ne  a^entM  fer 
2  John  [10],  modir  hooly  chirche.  Also  bileue  in  icons  epistle  techi]>  yat 
We  are  not  to  men  shuldcn  not  grete  siche ;  but  it  is  more  to  jyue  hem  almes 

greet  an  eTil  man,  ®  '  '^ 

hi^^ai  ^*"  ^^*  ^^^  ^  ^'^®*®  ^^^  ^^  nakid  word  ;   myche  more  me»  shuldoi 

not  grete  hetn  wi}  almes,  but  fle  fro  hem  as  fro  false  prophetis, 

^uJon^a^"*     Also  }e  popis  lawe  biddij  men  to  not  herd  Je  massis  of  pr^stis 

yat  ben  comyn  lechours.     panne  ^if  pr^stis  ben  in  more  synne 

yat  is  more  knowun  to  ^e  puple,  ^ey  ahulden  not  take  fes 

prtfstis  s^ruyss;   hou  shulden  j^ey  herfore  jyue  hem  almes? 

•[p.  WM8.]       j^Iqq  poui  *biddi]7  drawe  men  to  dele  not  wij?  siche  men  J>at 

[icor.v.  11.]     |)g^  contrarie  to  goddis  lawe,  but  sich  pr^stis  ben  oontrtfrie 

^"^hf?^  ******  ^  ^^  &  to  his  puple  as  wolues  of  raueyn ;  hou  shulden  men 

hSSi        ^  ^^  fanne  jyue  hem  godis  to  p^rutfrte  so  myche  puple  ?     for  what 

euerd  ^ei  don,  in  masse  or  mateyns  or  o}er  dedis  of  ]?tfr  lif» 

J^ey  barmen  hem  silf  &  ^er  parijs  &  o^er  puple  *  }at  is  aboute 

hem.     &  bi  ^e  same  skile  [they  are]  fooHs  ^at  ^yuen  ^w  godis 

as  almes  to  siche  pr^latis ;  for  siche  }ifte  is  not  almes  but  ^ifte 

The  deyu  says  of  helle  to  streug^e  >efend.     &  be  fend  shulde  shame  heer« 

people  may  not  ^*      s  m 

judge  their  pre-  to  seye  ^at  parijschens  shulden  not  iuge  of  ]?e  lif  of  \9r  prelat 
whe]?^  Jtft  be  be  good  or  yuel ;  for  )?ey  shulden  iuge  to  sue 
hym  in  as  myche  as  he  sue]?  cristr     &  J'us  si]?  crist  biddi^ 

^  MS.  pupple. 
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iuge  his  werkis,  why  shulden  not  men  iuge  &  fle  false  pr^latis? 
it  is  al  oon  to  seye  Jds  feynyng  &  to  lette  men  to  fle  fro  fendis 
&  blesse  hem  fro  f^er  wickid  werkis,  but  teche  men  to  assente 
to  hem.     lord,  sib  crist  biddi^  men  hat  "bej  shnldefi  not  trowe  Christ  tells  at  not 

'     '     ^  ^  *       *   ^  to  belicTe  in  him 

to  hym  but  jif  he  dide  his  fadirs  werkis,  what  priuylegie  ha}>  uiiie«hedo«hi« 

an^tcrist  heer«  ]?at  men  shulden  trowe  &  susteyne  hym  in 

doyng  of  )?e  deuels  werkis  ?    Also  crist  techi]?  in  ]?e  gospel  Ma"-  ▼•  [I'O 

^at  ^f  salt  vany^che  awey  it  is  not  wor]?  aftir  but  to  be 

castun  out  k  be  defoulid  of  men;  &  ^is  salt  shulde  be  fee  ^^7il^i^t^ 

prdlatis.    lord,  wher  Jis  casting  out  &  fis  defouling  Jat  crist  ■»^o'»'« 

BpekiJ?  of  be  ^yuyng  of  godis  to  siche  curatis,  &  mayntenyng 

of  hem  in  ^is  staat.    lord,  si]?en  men  doren  not  mayntene  an 

opyn  traytour  of  Je  kyng,  hou  doren  ]?ey  mayntene  a  more 

traytour  &  more  harmful  of  ih^u  crist?     pe  harme  ]7at 

wolde  sue  of  ^is  lore  semy^  to  stonde  in  ]7is  good,  ^at  pr^stis 

shulden  shewe  hi  \0r  werkis  \a\,  Jey  weren  worjy  to  be 

helpid ;  but  ^is  lore  is  tauft  of  cnst,  &  blessid  be  ]7e  weye 

\qX,  techi]?  it.    ^if  men  iugen  yndiscretly  ]^y  don  hem  more  if   men   jadge 

wron^lTi  they  ^^ 

harm  Jan  prMis,  for  laste  prdstis  in  virtuous  lif  &  drede  }>ey  more  Wm  i 


to 
themeelTee  than 

not  of  sustenaunse.  to  the  priest. 


Capitulum  O"*- 
h      is  sentense  of  almes  shulde  streoche  to  plasis  >at  han  Appropriations 

^  ^  r  r  toeolleges. 

chirchis  approprid ;  as  ben  munkis  ft  chanouns  &  seculer 
collegies.  per  ben  fre  man^  of  coUegies  fat  vsen  Jis  craft  ^^^^J? *  ^^^ 
of  appropnng.    pe  firste  ben  cathedral  chirchis  }at  han  pro- 
uendris  approprid  to  hem ;  }e  secounde  ben  chapels  of  prinsis 
]?tft  han  chirchis  more  approprid;  )e  }ndde  ben  collegies  of 
studies  fat  Ysen  fis  same  craft ;   hi  }e8  may  men  knowe  oj^^re 
fat  han  appropring  of  chirchis.    For  alle  acorden  in  Jis,  yat  ^^   »J««    ^ 
J^ey  han  almes  of  parijschens  &  *fit  dwellen  not  on  fe  paries  Jr^'J^g"?* 
as  herdis  for  to  teche  hem ;  ft  }ej  blasfemen  in  god.    for  fey 
moten  nedis  seye  fat  god  ordeynede  fis ;   &  sif  no  cause  is  of 
fis  almes,  ]?ei  seyen  }at  god  shoop  ]?is  wij'-oute  cause.    Also 
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god  ha]?  ordeyned  heere  in  er^  almes  to  be  delid  as  he  deli^ 

I  reyn  ;   but  he  deli]?  reyn  as  it  is  node,  hi  smalle  dropis  wher^ 

I  er]?e  is  drye ;  hou  shame]?  not  an^icrist  heerd  to  make  siche 

I  dichis  &  waste  drye  er]?e  ?  no  drede  he  is  an  yael  god,  ]?at 

They  say  that  bus  reu^Tsib  goddis  ordevnannse.     &  ^if  siche  coUegies  feynen 

thej    pray    taar  *  *   "^  "  '  o^ 

UittrpariahioiiCTs  j^  jey  pr^en  &  of^re  weyes  profiten  to  \&r  parijschis,  men 
Th™*  ra  ia  ^huldew  not  ]?U8  chaffeM  wij  pr^yew;  for  ]?ey  witen  nere  wher 
worth  utile.  ^©y  ben  dampnyd.  &  pr^our  of  siche  fendis  is  litil  wor]?,  je 
to  hemsilf,  hou  feden  ]?ey  sheep  ?  Also  almes  shulde  be  fre 
&  discreet  as  goddis  lawe  techi]?,  for  ellis  it  werd  not  meedeful, 
Why  should  a  &  god  jauo  no  Iceuo  to  do  it ;  what  meede  shal  a  pore  man 

poor  nan  haTo 

hia  money  taken  hauc  \at  he  suffeiib  2AQILUB  his  wiUe  his  almos  be  borun  to 

to     support     a 

*  Cain's  oaaUe'T  cayms  castol  to  fedo  a  floe  of  an^ioristis?  c^rtis  ]7ey  don  ]yes 
pari^sohis  no  good  ne  to  general  hooly  chirche,  but  jif  ^ei  don 
good  as  ]?e  fend  ]?at  reu^rsi^  goddis  ordenaunse.  men  shulden 
soke  ground  of  siche  collegies,  whe^^r  god  ha]?  ordeyned  hem 
to  be,  &  ]?e  floe  fed  hi  hem  ^dt  ben  so  fer  &  so  lewid.  &  ]?us 
These  ooUeges  ]?es  nouelries  of  coUegies  semen  to  tempte  crist  as  ^e  fend, 
another  wav  to    for  bey  gou  not  to  heucne  hi  greesis  bat  god  ha^  ordeyned 

heaTen      than 

Christ's.  to  lede   ]?idur,   but   ^ey  wolen   fle   hi  ^e  fendis  craft   & 

?^h  iSs**  11^  leeue  ]7e  weye  Jot   crist.  ha]?  set.      crist    ordeynede   Jat 
Sd  towh^Sem^  ^^®  herdis  shulden  dwelle  wisely  vpon  his  sheep,  &  teche 
hem  bo]?e  hi  lif  &  word  hou  ^ey  shulden  lyue  to  come  to 
Antichrist   tells  heuenc  I    but  an^icrist  castib  an-ob^r  gile,  \ai  his  herdis 

them  to  lire  afar  '  x  j-         o      »    j 

and  not  teach,  dwelle  afoT  in  castels  &  be  doump  of  lore  of  lif  &  lore  of  word 
to  helpe  ^dr  sheep,  &  so  it  is  nedeful  ]?at  ]?e  puple  be  dis- 
seyued  in  body  &  soule.  ]7ey  ben  disseyued  in  ^  body,  for 
^ei  ben  robbid  of  bodili  good  &  it  is  clepid  almes  hi  ipocrisie. 
&  \m%  }ej  ben  goostly  disseyued,  bo]?e  for  hem  wanti]?  teching 
to  wende  to  heuene  hi  cristis  weye,  &  for  ]?ey  ben  led  to  helle 
hi  errour  of  ^e  fendis  weye.  crist  sei]?  ]?at  he  is  weye, 
&  grounde  }o\i.  ]?is  apropring  in  crist,  for  jif  orist  grouitde  it 
not,  it  is  ^e  brode  weye  to  helle ;  it  is  a  newe  foundun  weye 

•[p.  65  MS.]  *for  sutilte  a^ent««  charite,  but  ^e  kyngis  weye  is  crist  ^ot 
ledi^  surely  to  heuene. 
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Capitulum  10"- 

A  nt  }nB  seyn  8u«me«  heew  }at,  as  lordis  of  }e  world  shulden 
wifdrawe  ^er  lordchip  fro  clerkis  dowid  A^enus  goddis 
lawe,  BO  comyns  of  be  paries  shalden  wil7drawe  'ber  almes  Commons  should 

.^'      .     ,     •;  /     .        1        „.     ,  .,  .  withdraw     their 

&  ^yue  it  aftir  re  lore  of  cnst,  for  ellis  pey  reu^rsiden  cnst  &  aims  fh>m  priests 

wrongly         ea- 

dispisiden  hym  &  chosun  ^e  fend.     &  jif  a  pr^lat,  as  pope  or  dowed. 

bishop,  streyne  }e  puple  ajentM  ]^er  wille  to  jyue  }er  almes  to 

siche  plasis,  c^is  ]7ei  ben  ^e  fendis  proctours.     for  crist 

koude  nea^e  make  an  aLnes  ]n»g  }at  were  not  willeful  to 

men  &  be  koude  not  ordeyne  sicbe  buscbementis  to  robbe  men 

&  to  wounde  hem.     pes  men  ben  woundid  in  soule  'pat  hen 

smytun  wij  errour  of  virtues ;  &  ]?U8  can.  an^tcrist  bi  many 

mylis  sende  bis  arowis  to  wounde  ^e  puple,  &  moue  con- 

sciense  of  men  }at  }ej  leene  goddis  lore  &  take  ^e  lore  pat  pe 

pope  biddi]?,  as  jif  pe  pope  wer^  byed  ou^  crist.    for  cnst  chrtat  bids  men 

biddi]?  men  ]?us  to  do  almes  to  pore  feble  &  lame  &  blynd,  poor  and  weak, 

bat  an^fcrist  biddib  to  leeue  bis,  and  to  do  it  to  stronge  &  idil  Antiohrist  to 

strong  idlarSt 

men,  pat  ben  nurschid  in  ^e  fendis  nest  to  be  an  cost  a^entw 

crist.     Also  pride  &  coueytise  of  my^ti  men  of  pe  world 

weren  ground  of  sicbe  nestis  wi^outen  autorite  of  crist;  & 

J7US  men  moten  nedis  assente  to  pe  fend  a^entM  crist  ^at 

assenten  to  siche  propring  of  chirchis  bisyde  cristis  leeue,  for 

crist  sei]?  pat  who  so  is  not  wi]?  hym  he  mut  nedis  be  a^enu^ 

hym.     &  pna  coueytise  of  popis  &  bishops  assenti]?  to  siche 

appropringis,  &  coueytise  of  per  messangerM  pat  ben  hind  to 

helpe  hem ;  &  pride  of  men  of  pe  world  pat  wolen  make  hem 

siche  poondis,  is  an  oper  rote  of  consense  ajeniM  crist  lord  of 

^ifl  world,    but  ech  man  shulde  ^enke  wisely  pat  his  oune  Mensboiiidthink 

synne  is  to  myche,  al  }if  he  procure  not  to  be  parsen^  of  answer^to  their 

own  sins,  with- 

Op  ere  menntM  synnes  bi  consent.     &  ^s  consent  of  mjjti  men  out  sharing  other 
bi  8treng]7e  &  cautels  of  pe  fend  hap  maistry  of  pore  sheep  of 


crista  &  autorisi]?  siche  wrongis  in  er^e.    Also  crist  techi]?  in 

pe  pat^  nost^  to  pr^e  god  to  ^yue  tb  our^  breed,  &  it  '"^ar  dioiyimd^ 

shulde  be  maad  our*  breed  bi  our*  trewe  B^ruyss  pat  god  ?^.^^ '"'***'* 
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no*tL^S  mill  ^^^^^t  5  ^^^  al  }es  }at  ban  chirchia  aproprid  faylen  of  J^is 

thdr  prayers  in  trewe  seruyss  herfore,  &  Jus  }ei  ben  vnhable  to  pr^ye,  but 

[STiie88.iii  10.]  pr^en  a^en  ]^er  oune  bed.     &  to  Jis  parpos  speki]?  poul,  ]fat 

yis  man  ^at  traueli]?  not  ete  be  not ;  for  jif  be  dide,  be  eet  as 

a  priue  ]?ef  mete  of  oj^re  pore  me».     sicbe  Butiltees  of  priue 

resouns  ^at  ben  bid  in  goddis  lawe  sbulden  moue  men  on 

goddis  syde  to  bolde  cristis  ordenaonse  in  bis  boundis ;  for 

•[p.  7  MS.]        c^tis  a  priuey  errour  &  an  bid  wole  bri»ge  in  *a  gretter^ 

brinffs  in  more  errour,  as  0  defaute  }at  is  contynued  wolle  bringe  in  a  more 

defaute.     as  de&ute  of  keping  of  o  paries  wole  tume  bem  to 

}e  fendis  cbildren,  &  ]?ey  wolen  in|ecte  cuntreys,  &  cuntrejs 

wolen  infecte  reumes ;  &  ]7us  it  falli]?  to  kyngis  &  biscbops  to 

stoppe  J?is  errour  for  more  pereL 


Oapitulum  11~- 

b      at  beer«  moue]?  ]?e  fend  men  to  feyne  falslj  a^tM  treu]>e. 
Men  think  that  many  men  taken  as  bileue  lat  >ei  ben  lordis  of  her  onne 

they  may  do  as 

thcT  Will  with  godis,  &  Janne  it  is  leeueful  to  bem  to  do  }er  almes  wben 

How  can  they  euertf  hev  wolen.     but  wber^  sbulden  J?ey  do  her  almes  but 

give  better  than  ^  "^  r  J  r 

aA  the  Pope  tells  to  jyue  f  tfT  dymes  &  \er  offeringiR,  &  to  sicbe  curatis  f  tft  )>e 

pope  &  biscbops  lymiten  bem,  for  ellis   my^te  a  man   be 

dampnyd  wi]?-outen  ony  defaute  of  bym;  for  bou  sbulde  a 

lewid  man  do  but  as  bis  pr^lat  tecbij?  bym  ? 

Bferymanthonid     Heertf  men  soyu  bi  goddis  lore  \at  ecb  man  J^ot  ba}>  dis- 

fro™    God  the^feciou^  sli^de  l)e  taujt  wij-ynne  bi  god  of  grete  articlis  of 

beUef.  bileue ;  but  oon  article  of  bileue  next  aftir  Je  booly  goost  is 

to  trowe  booly  cbircbe  Jat  b  cristis  spouse  &  our^  modir.     & 

Jis  is  a  foul  errour  to  take  Je  spouse  of  Je  fend  &  worcbipe 

We  eannot  know  ber«  as  cristis  spouso  bo^  in  word  &  in  dede.     we  may  not 

of  **  the™*"true  jit  wite  for  c^tcyu  wbicb  p^sone  is  of  cristis  spouse  of  alle 

may  guew.        J^e  men  ^ai  wandren  beer«,  but  we  may  gesse  &  Jat  is  ynow. 

As  we  gessen  Jat  \\b  man  ]7at  boldij  wel  cristis  lawe  is  a 

leme  of  booly  cbircbe,  ]»e  wbich  cbircbe  is  ou»  modir.  So  we 

gessen  of  an-o]?tfr  man  ]?at  reu^sij  cristis  lawe,  \ai  be  is  a 

leme  of  \q  fend  &  no  part  of  booly  cbircbe ;  &  we  sbulden 
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not  ^yue  dymes  ne  offerutgis  to  siche  men  as  to  hooly  chirche, 

as  we  sholden  not  loute  ^e  fend  al  jif  he  shewide  hym  in 

ymage  of  crist.     &  herfore  cnst  &  his  apostlis  weren  not 

gredy  of  worldly  godis,  bat  heldeit  hem  payed  of  fode  & 

hiling,  So  so  don  prratis  of  cristis  chirche.     &  J^us  si^  crist  is  we  miut  spend 

cheef  lord,  men  moten  dispende  cristis  srodis  on  Irat  manor  bat  which  chriBt  is 

•xi_i.i  ^  :i     n.       /^  /     o    ..   .  Chief  lord,  as  he 

cnst  hap  lymyted,  &  not  hou  eo^re  a  man  wole,  &  it  is  not  has  ordered, 
ynow  to  do  good  bat  uf  a  man  do  it  wel.    for  >e  gospel  of  it  is  not  enough 

,  ,,.  ,  ,  to  mean  to  do 

loon  teuip  pat  cnst  seip  of  summe  foolis  ]?at  ^ei  sbolen  dome  right. 
to  obesche  to  god  in  par-suyng  of  his  apostlis ;  as  poul  wente  So  did  Paul  when 
'pat  he  dide  wel  to  drawe  cristenmen  to  ierasalem.     &  pus  it 
is  ny^  pe  perel  to  ^yue  bodily  almes  to  men  bat  jif  men 
knowen  hem  bet^e,  &  panne  in  litil  quantite.     &  herfore 
crist  taa^te  not  his  apostlis  to  bisie  hem  abou*te  siche  almes  *[p.  76  ms.] 
but  abonte  goostly  almes,  pat  is  pr^^hing  of  pe  gospel ;  but 
bodily  almes  is  brou^t  yn  bi  freris  &  opere  stronge  begg^res. 
&  ]7es  fendis  derkis  feynen  almes  whanne  it  is  noon  almes  bat 
,  synne.    &  ^us  errour  in  bileue,  to  trowe  to  ^e  pope  &  to 
bischops  as  men  shalden  trowe  goddis  lawe,  maki]?  many 
men  blamed  of  god.    for  men  shulden  trowe  to  ]7es  pr^latis 
aftir  per  dedis  groundid  in  goddis  lawe ;   but  men  shalden 
trowe  to  cristis  lawe  oner  Hs  as  bileue.     but  ut  pe  fend  The  flend  sajs 

'  '       '  that    men    Rive 

disseyuej  men  pat  }?ey  ^yuen  not  Jns  almes  vnto  icon  or  to  ^^^f'Jj™,"??^* 

robert,  bat  to  god  &  in  his  name  bi  good  entent,  &  Jat  is  Bohert, 

ynow ;  for  a  man  shulde  paye  his  dette  to  hym  pat  is  traytour  «ad  that  debts 

to  god.     Heerd  is  myche  for  to  seye,  for  pe  fend  taki]?  fals  ^  had  men. 

pat  foolis  ^yuen  not  per  almes  to  robert  ^at  is  a  leme  of  pe 

fend.     &  }if  pel  jynen  ^is  pus  to  god,  ^ei  ^yuen  it  on  an  yuel 

man^ ;  but  men  witen  pat  it  is  dampnable  to  ^yue  to  god  per  Men  must  not  do 

seruyss  yuele  as  ech  fend  pat  is  in  helle  ;yae^  to  god  hisood. 

dampny ng.      &  pus  men  moten  ri^te  per  entent,   &  ;yae 

discretly  goddis  godis,  for  wenyng  to  do  wel  in  many  caasis 

is  not  ynow.     &  as  anentis  worldly  dette  per  is  an-oW  resoun  Paying      debts 

•^  •^  '  '  standsonanother 

per-of ;  for  a  man  may  meedefaly  }jae  it  to  hym  pat  shal  footing, 
aftir  be  dampnyd ;  for  ]»is  is  no  willefol  almes  but  gilding  of 
dette  bi  manntfs  lawe. 
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carates     think  )       it  \e  fend  blyndi]?  many  curatis  ]7at  wenen  \ai  ]»ei  ben  not 
leaveorpTiTiicges         holdun  to  residense  bi  leeue  of  be  pope  or  of  W  biscbop  or 

may  excuse  them  /     jt   *  j 

from  reaidcnce.  of  seoulew  lordiB  bi  priuylegie,  &  )7us  ]7ei  taken  fruytia  of 

Jer  cbirchis  &  s^uen  not  f  tfr  puple  J?drfore.  but  beew  trewe 
men  shulden  knowe  j^ot  n&\er  pope  ne  o^er  man  ba)^  power  to 

God  will   hare  kepe  a  man  in  bi^  benefits  &  to  do  noujt  Wfore ;  for  god  wole 

due  serTioe. 

not  do  ]?is  dede  but  axi]?  dae  Mruyss  for  ^is  offiss.  &  as  an 
ymage  is  not  \e  man  al  ^if  it  be  lik  to  bym,  so  sicbe  leeue  of 
a  p^rsoun  maki]?  bym  not  berde  but  wolf  to  god ;  &  ;if  an 
berde  bane  bullis  of  \q  pope  ^at  he  dispensi]?  beer«  wi]?  hym, 
The  Pope's  hulls  alle  siche  bullis  excusen  not  bifore  l^e  iugement  of  god ;    but 

can   only  make 

him  take  a  share  ^ey  accusen  more  ]?e  pope  to  take  part  of  menntM  dampnyng 

*  ]?at  tristen  so  mycbe  in  ^e  popis  bullis  more  \dM  in  la  we  or 

skile  of  god.     &  bi  )7e  same  skile  bischops  leeue,  \ai  is  of  a 

p^rsoun,  ezcusi^  hem  not  bifore  god,  but  te[lli}?]^  bou  Jwy 

bien  &  sillen  \er  peyne;  fis  cbaffertf  pas[sij]*  symonye,  for  it 

is  more  ny^  to  wrong  to  ^yue  a  man  leeue  for  money  to  s^rue 

not  god  but  to  s^rue  ]?e  fend.    Por  c^tis  no  man  may  haue 

•[p.  8  MS.]        ^is  power,  *^e  no^  an^icrist  bym  silf.     &  as  anentis  seculer 

Priests  ought  to  lordis,  as  kyngis  &  prinsis  &  o^^re  lordis,  men  sbulden  sbarply 

tell  lords  sharply 

of  their  duty  in  telle  to  hem  \ai  \e\  han  no  power  a^entM  god,  but  ^ei  moten 

^ni^  matter. 

nedis  for  siche  dedis  \ai  men  clepen  priuelegies  dampne 
hem  silf,  wi]?  ]?es  p^rsouns  '^ai  ]?ey  letten  fro  goddis  offiss. 
&  wolde  god  Jat  trewe  pr^tis  wolden  telle'  sharply  \v&  perel 
to  lordis ;  for  man  myjte  not  more  opynly  bicome  traytour  to 
his  god  ^an  to  drawe  his  knyjtes  fro  his  s^ruyss,  &  bringe  in 
The  flend  says  fendis  &  sle  his  soulis.     but  nt  be  fend  hal?  founden  cautels 

that  it  is  endugh  ^,.  ..,      ..  ,«,.i  --, 

to  put  in  a  viear.  to  Dringe  m  Yikeris  in  per^ouns  stede,  &  bi  colour  of  siche 

Tikeris  he  sei]?  ^a^,  propring  of  ohirchis  is  leeueful,  &  noun 

residense  is  excusid  bi  siche  a  viker  \at  boldij?  his  stede. 

hare*"  5°*^  to  ^^^^^  ™^  J^cnken  Jot  it  werd  good  to  haue  a  viker  \ai  wer^ 

3^^*"  ^^^^^^  nedy  to  take  bodily  almes  of  men  whanne  Je  p^rsoun  traueUde 

>  Illegible  from  the  margin  being  rubbed. 
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not  ]^erfore ;  but  ]?ey  ben  not  in  yia  f  «r  vikeris,  but  in  bodily 
traael  &  spuyliwg  of  men.  but  boJ?e  ]?is  p^soun  &  Jis  viker 
inoten  be  puoy^bid  for  'per  trespas,  si]?  ech  man  is  boldun  to 
s^ue  god  bi  al  Je  power  pat  he  hal? ;   for  jif  bis  viker  myjte  if  the  vicar  can 

.       A    •  1  n  .     ,        do     the     work, 

Btfme  ynow,  what  nede  wer^  it  of  siche  a  ptfrsounr    Cdrtis  but  what  need  of  the 

paraon! 

to  spuyle  ^e  pore  folc,  &  make  more  synoe  in  hooly  chirche. 

&  bringing  in  of  siche  vikeris,  pat  oftetyme  ben  vnhable '^^^w  »r«  often 

herdis,  maki]?  hem  pore  &  nedy,  &  sharpi]?  hem  to  spuyle  pore 

puple ;   &  it  makij?  p^souns  aboue  more  hardy  to  walowe  in 

synne,  &  many  tymes  pei  ben  vnhable  to  haue  trewely  pe  name 

of  curat.     &  siche  false  names  pat  ben  ^us  feyned  excusen 

not  bifore  crist,  si]?  crist  is  pe  firste  treu]7e  &  pe  firste  resoun 

of  alle  l7ingis.     We  graunte  wel  pat  it  wer^  good  many  pr^stis  a   priest    maj 

^  ^  °  "^  ^  hare  a  fellow  to 

to  haue  felowis  in  keping  of  a  floe,  oon  to  do  o  pingj  aa-oper  help  him, 

an-o]7tfr;  as  oon  to  trauele  bodily  in  mynistring  of  sacramentis, 

tmL-op&r  to  trauele  in  pr^ohing  &  opar  teching  of  ^e  puple; 

but  loke  pat  ]?es  bo]?e  be  hooly  &  lyue  in  pouert  as  apostlis 

diden  &  ech  of  hem  helpe  mekely  oper  as  felowis  drawinge  in 

goddis  ;oc.     but  pia  axi]^  residense  on  sheep  pat  man  is  herde  bat  they  should 

of.     god  may  not  be  bigilid  bi  siche  names  &  excusing,  for 

piB  lord  wole  rikene  wi]7  ]?es  s^ruauntis  fully  afdr  pat  resoun 

axi^.    Jif  poTL  feynest  pee  an  ordr^  Jat  pou  pr^yest  &  ^enkist  ^^'^rfer^mider 

on  god,  &  perwip  pou  hast  curd  bi  pj  viker  ]?at  kepi]?  pe^^o^otpny 

chirche,  loke  pat  ^ou  herd  not  falsly  pe  name,  but  lyue  in 

pouert  as  baptist  dide,  not  in  hye  castels  of  caym  &  lustful  J^H^®^^* 

fode  as  boris  in  sty;  *for pr^ours  pat  siche  booris  maken  don  •[?.  WMa] 

to  many  more  harm  ]^an  good,    for  bi  pis  fallas  my^te  a  fend 

or  a  Bouter^  be  an  herde  ou^r  a  ^ousynd  men  in  englond  & 

excuse  residense  bi  a  fool. 

Capitulum  13"- 

J       it  argue^  pe  fend  to  colour  siche  appropringis,  pej  hen  eon-  ^?®'^"^** 
formed  of  pe  pope  &  approuyd  of  pe  court,  who  may  im-  J^^jJ^I^br  Se 
pungne  Jis  dede.    but  jif  he  impungne  pe  pope;  &  of  ]?ia  ^p^  "^    ^ 
it  wolde  sue  pat  pe  pope  &  hise  ben  opyn  heretikis,  but  wher^ 
were  pia  fi^tinge  chirche  jif  pis  were  w>p  of  ^e  pope,  ;if  pe 
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pope  &  alle  his  clerkis  were«  dynydid  firo  cristas  chirche.    for 

holding  of  oristis  religioun  shulde  stonde  moost  In  ]?e  clergye, 

&  algatis  in  ^s  newe  ordris  as  ben  freiis,  munkis  &  chanouns* 

lieew  seyen  trewe  men  in  god  more  hardily  }?an  }ej  weren 

The  Pope's  ap-  ^ont  }at  )?i8  is  a  lewid  skile,  jif  }e  pope  approue  }?is  Jing 

b^°ri  Jj^»  ^  }Bnte  }is  ying  mut  nedis  be  trewe,  for  herby  }?e  eontrarje  is 

^  more  lidy.     for  si]?  ^e  pope  is  more  tempted  J^an  oyere 

men  &  more  led  bi  }e  fend,  it  semy^  bi  }e  popis  confermyng 

}at  }ia  is  ^e  fendis  werk.     &  heer^  is  more  colours  in  ]^is 

resoun  ^an  in  resouns  ^at  aristotle  telli]?  ]?0t  jif  a  man  haae 

a  kempt  hed  ^anne  he  is  a  leccherous  man.     samtyme  it  may 

falle  so  &  Bumtyme  ]^  contrarye  may  falle,  as  J^e  pope  may 

sumtyme  falle  on  ^e  8o]?e  &  sumiTme  discorde  }erfro,  as  he 

The  ^°^JS^^«y  bi  fauourtf  or  money  approue  fitting  of  prtfstis  &  fnl 

in  his  cause.       asoyling  of  men  }at  fijten  faste  in  his  cause,     but  trowe  we 

herfore  ^at  god  wole  folde  fro  ri^twesnesse  of  his  lawe  ?     for 

god  is  moost  m^rsiful  al  ^  he  suffers  siche  blasfemyes,  &  fus 

he  wolde  }at  mersy  wer^  in  men  &  for^yuenesse  of  }er 

wrongis;    &  not  }at  men  shulden  fi^te  to-gider^  for  siche 

lordchip  of  an^tcrist.     ^if  it  be  treu]^  of  goddis  lawe  god  in 

^at  conferme]^  it,  &  jif  it  be  falsed  a^enfM  god,  jit  it  is  treuj^e 

as  austyn  sei]?,  &  so  god  conferme]?  it  to  be  puny^schid  bi  his 

wille ;  but  J^e  fend  is  autour  ^^r-of  &  stiri^  men  to  trowe  to 

Men  that  know  it.     &  hu8  men  btft  han  kunnyng  &  knowen  >e  errours 

the  Pope's  errors  ^  ^  ''    ^  ' 

jhouid  speak  of  of  J?e  popc  shulden  Viiy  mekenesse  &  obediense  telle   Jes 

errouris  to  hym  &  oj^^re.       For  ]7UB   dide   poul   for  lijt 

synne  ^at  petr^  did  ajen  ]?e  chirche,  &  ellis  men  loueden 

not  J^e  pope  ne  ie«u  orist  ne  his  chirche.    pus  bi  cautels  of 

]7e  fend  is  hate  tumyd  to  name  of  loue  &  loue  tumyd  to  name 

•[p.  9  MS.]        of  hate,  *&  \\ia  ben  many  men  disseyued.     &  men  trowen  as 

The  only  nower  bUeue  fat  )?e  popc  haj?  no  power  but  to  edifie  )?e  chirche  bi  Je 

£)d^Sw**"  ^y  lawe  }»t  god  haJ?  jouyn ;  for  poul  sei)?  he  ha)?  noon  o]w,  &  he 

hadde  as  myche  as  J^e  pope.     &  si\  \er  is  no  power  but  of 

god,  &  god  jyuef  no  power  to  destrie  his  spouse ;  nej^^r  pope 

ne  of  #r  man  haf  power  but  to  helpe  fe  chirche  bi  goddis  lawe. 

&  f  tM  feynyng  of  an^tcristis  powers,  f 0t  is  fals  a^enut  Yb 
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treuj^e,  come]?  of  ^e  fadir  of  lesuigis  &  disseyae^  many  men. 

&  as  anentis  heresies  of  ]?e  pope  &  his  clerkis  supposen  many  The   Pope  and 

bis  AK  lioretic8> 

trewe  men  hat  he  &  hise  ben  heretikis,  for  bei  holden  Menus  Binoe  they  hold 

.  ...    property  Against 

goddis  lawe  worldly  lordchipis  in  pr^stis  hondis,  &  ^is  is  God's  lav. 

a^eniM  crist  &  his  lawe,  &  maynteynen^  wrong  a^entu  worldly 

lordis.      crist  wole  panyjsche  ]?is  heresie  &  make  it  more 

knowun  her-aftir,  al  ^if  an^tcrist  &  hise  seyn  nou  fat  noone 

ben  heretikis  bat  ^ei  }at  seyen  ]?as.     menntM  diffynyng  of 

heresie  is  Htil  wor^  but  to  blame  men  }at  don  &  speken 

a^entM  goddis  lawe,  for  siche  ben  mooste  heretikis.     &  J^us 

appropring  of  chirchis,  newe  broujt  in  bi  J?e  fend,  sowej?  etIIs  brought  in 

symonye  &  lesingis  to  make  J^is  propring  to  be  grauntid.  tio°«* 

&  }us  algatis  ben  pore  men  robbid  of  worldly  godis  &  goostly 

help,  &  JTC  fend  ha]?  an  entr«  to  outcome  helples  men,  as  ben 

men  of  siche  pari^schis  &  o}ere  }at  assenten  herto. 


Capiiulum  U""- 

J    it  argne J  Je  fend  }at  bi  J?is  foly  J>at  heerd  is  spokun  alle  col-  Jhe  deTii  ^^^ 

taken 


legiesfotben  in  studies  shulden  be destried;  butwher^werd  JJ^^h^ig^ 


fanne  cristendom  ?  for  jif  philosofie  &  dyuynite  wantiden  ^^^^ 
in  fe  reume  of  englond,  wher^  wer^  ]?anne  bileue  of  men 
or  goddis  lawe  in  englond  ?  for  collegies  in  oxneford  & 
caumbrige  ben  foundid  on  siche  appropringis,  &  collegians 
wenden  out  &  pr^hen  &  quykenen  many  partis  of  englond ; 
&  degre  takun  in  scole  maki]?  goddis  word  more  acceptable, 
&  J?e  puple  trowi]?  bet^re  }»rto  whanne  it  is  seyd  of  a  maistir. 

heere  men  seyn  hat  many  croodis  han  comun  bifore  of  siche  studies      were 

X    J.        V    X  ,         .,  ,1      .  J       .J         carried  on  before 

studies,  but  neu^e  so  myche  sipen  collegies  weren  dowid  as  colleges  were  en- 
dide  bifore  ^er  rentis  weren  proprid ;   &  f^rfore  it  word  good 
yat  }es  studies  &  collegies  ]?at  ben  in  hem  stooden  in  as  myche 
as  ]?ei  acorden  to  goddis  lawe  &  lyuen  wel,  &  as  myche  as  J^ei 
discorden  fro  cristis  lawe  ]^at  )?ey  weren  mendid.    but  si]?  }at 

^  majntenjd  MS. 
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The  apoeties  took  apostUs  toke»  no  slche  degre  &  crist  forfendide  hem  to  be 
Matt^  uUi.        clepid  maystris,  it  semeb  'bat  bis  heben  man^r  brouit  in  in 

and  Christ   for-    ^  ,.       ,.,.,-,,'  ,  .  -  .,- 

bade  them  to  be  studies  discordib  fro  re  gospel ;   &  as  pr^ching  of  apostlis  was 

called  *  Master.' 

bet^re  fan  is  preching  of  j^es  maystris,  so  pr^tis  wij-oute 

•[p.  9b  MS.]       degre  of  scole  may  profite  more  )?aii  don  fes  maystris.     *take 

}e  good  fro  }e  yuel,  &  holde  ye  good  &  leeue  ^e  yuel;    & 

moue  it  not  J^ee  }at  of  siche  yael  comef  myche  good  to 

Some  good  comes  men  &  reumoB,  for  god  wole  suffers  noon  yuel  be  don  but 

*    *     }if  good  come  }erot    &  Jus  jif  comyng  of  good  )at  springij 

of  yuel  bi  goddis  grace  shulde  moue  men  to  do  ^at  yuel, 

&  co^ttinue  it  &  holde  it,  ech  yuel  shulde  be  don  &  a  man 

shulde  fle  noon  yuel;  for  yuel  of  fendis  doi]?  myche  good, 

Adam  and  Eve    as  adam  &  cuc  diden  good  in  synnyng,  but  it  was  don  on 

sinninf.  yuel  man^  &  yerfore  )e  m&ner  shoulde  be  fled.     &  J^us  }lf 

dyuynite  wer^  lernd  on  ]?at  man^r  }at  apostlis  diden,  it  shulde 

proflte  myche  more  ]?an  it  doi]?  nou  bi  staat  of  scole,  as 

Some  priests  that  pr^stis  uou  wib-outc  sicho  staat  profitcn  more  ban  men  of 

have  not  been  at  ,.,,.«.,  i-         - 

college  are  belter  siche  staat:  &  contynuo  bey  in  good  lif  &  m  boundis  of 

than  some  that  y  J  r  J  & 

have.  goddis  lawe,  &  ]?is  shal  make  ^e  folc  more  trowe  fan  doif 

degre  takun  in  scole.     &  manye  sciensis  ben  vsid  in  scole 

fat  proflten  not  to  goddis  lawe,  but  tarien  &  letten  fro  f  is 

lawe,  as  poul  techif  opynly.     &  f  us  manntw  lawe  taujt  in 

Bcolis  lettif  goddis  lawe  to  growe,  &  no  drede  god  is  fat 

maistrtf  fat  wole  teche  nou  as  redily  as  he  wolde  bifore  f  is 

tyme,  jif  prestis  lif  be  shapun  f ^rto.     &  fat  semyf  no  good 

mene  to  passe  ou^  cristis  ordenaunse  &  his  lawe  for  good 

fat  god  sendif  herof,  for  f anne  men  shulden  [not]  drede  to 

schoohnen  work  Bynue.     &  f  US  men  of  scole  trauelen  veynly  for  to  gete  newe 

togetreputa  on.  g^^^j^^g^  ^  f^  magnefie  f^  name  for  }sr  worchip   &  fer 

wynnyifg,  &  f e  profit  of  hooly  chirche  bi  f is  weye  is  put 

Money  wasted  at  abac.     &  in  making  of  f  es  maystris  ben  pore  menntM  godis 

mcep  ons.         ^^  wasted,  &  f  e  kyng  of  pride  is  hied  &  cristis  mekenesse 

is  put  bihynde.     many  siche  synnes  fat  stiren  to  stryaes 

comen  of  siche  partis  in  studies;   &  fus  bi  propring  of 

chirchis  oomef  ri^tly  noon  help  to  f  e  «hirche. 
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Capitulum  IS""' 
a      nt  heertf  he  freris  wib  her  fautours  seyn  lat  it  is  heresye  Friars  wy  it  is 

'  ^  ^  ^      *  ''     heresT  to  trans- 

to  write  Jus  goddis  lawe  in  english,  &  make  it  knowu»  ute  the  Bible, 
to  lewid  men.     &  fourty  sig:Qes  hai  bey  bringen  forto  They  give  forty 

*        *    "  ^  signs  to  know  a 

shewe  an  heretik  ben  not  worj^y  to  reberse,  for  noujt  groundi]?  heroUo. 
bem  but  nygromansye. 

it  semyj  first  \a^»  )?e  wit  of  goddis  lawe  shulde  be  taujt  Qod'swordshoidd 
in^^t  tunge  Jat  is  more  knowun,  for  fis  wit  is  goddis  word,  tongue  luiown  to 
wbanne  crist  sei]?  in  ]^e  gospel  J^ot  boj^e  beuene  &  er}^e  sbulen 
passe  but  bis  wordis  sbulen  not  passe,  be  yndirstonditb  bi 
bis  woordis  bis  wit.     &  ]7us  goddis  wit  is  booly  writ,  J^at 
may  on  no  man^  be  fals.    Also  ]?e  booly  gost  jaf  to  apostlis  The  AposUes  at 
wit  at  wit-sunday  for  to  knowe  al  man^  langagis  to  tecbe  gUt  of  tongues. 
Je  puple  goddis  lawe  ]?^by ;   &  so  god  wolde  ]?at  ]7e  puple 
wer«  taujt  goddis  lawe  in  dyu^rse  tungis ;  but  wbat  *man  '[p.  lo  ms.] 
on  goddis  balf  sbulde  reu^rse  goddis  ordenaunse  &  bis  wille  ? 
&  for  Hs  cause  seynt  ierom  trouelide  &  tronslatide  be  bible  st.  Jerome  trans- 

'  *  lated    the  Bible 

fro  dyu^rse  tungis  into  lateyn  Jat  it  myjte  be  aftir  translatid  into  Latin. 

to  o]7tfre  tungis.    &  ]^us  crist  &  bis  apostlis  taujten  \e  puple  in 

\ai  tunge  J(*t  was  moost  knowun  to  Je  puple ;  wby  sbulden 

not  men  do  nou  so?    &  berfore  autours  of  ]?e  newe  law, 

]^t  weren  apostlis   of   ie«u    crist,   writen   ]7^    gospels  in 

dyn^rse  tungis  Jot  weren  more  knowun  to  Je  puple.     Also 

be  worby  reume  of  fraunse,  not-wib-stondinge  alle  lettingis,  The  French  have 

a  translation. 

ba]?  tronslatid  Je  bible  &  ]^e  gospels  wi)r  o]?^e  trewe  sentensis 

of  doctours  out  of  lateyn  in-to  freynscb,  wby  sbulden  not 

engli^scbe  men  do  so?  as  lordis  of  englond  ban  Je  bible  in 

freynscb,  so  it  were  not  ajenfM  resoun  \at  J^ey  badden  ^ 

same  sentense  in  engli^scb ;  for  Jus  goddis  lawe  wolde  be 

bet^re  knowun  &  more  trowid  for  onebed  of  wit,  &  more 

acord  be  bi-twize  reumes.     &  berfore  freris  ban  taujt  in  uui^ttheFatert 

englond  Je  patemosttfr  in  engli^scb  tunge,  as  men  seyen  in  SJJJ"  ^  ^°'" 

Je  pley  of  ^ork,  &  in  many  o\er%  cuntreys.    sijen  Je  pat^-  mtofMauhew's 

nosttfr  is  part  of  matbeus  gospel,  as  derkis  knowen,  wby  SshSi 
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may  not  al  be  turnyd  to  englijsch  trewely,  as  is  ^is  part? 

specialy  sij^en  alle  cristenmen,  lerid  &  lewid,  fat  shvlen  be 

sauyd^  moten  algatis  sue  crist  &  knowe  his  lore  &  his  lif. 

Engiipiiinen  may  but  ]?e  oomyns  of  engli|8chmen  knowen  it  best  in  'her  modir 

learn  Chri8t*B  law  ^  «,.,  •■  .,.,.,^  .  <•, 

best  in  Engiiah.  tunge,  &  pus  it  woFtf  al  oou  to  lette  siobe  knowing  of  ]^ 

gospel  &  to  lette  englijscli  men  to  sue  crist  &  come  to  heuene. 

There  may  be  Wei  Y  woot  defaute  may  be   in  yntrewe  translating,    as 

faolu  in  transla-  J  J  o» 

tion,  myjten  bane  be  many  defautis  in  turnyng  fro  ebreu  ii»-to 

so    there   may  greu,  &  fro  greu  in-to  lateyn,  &  from  o  langage  in-to  an- 

have  been  in  the 

Latin  yersion.     oW.    but  lyuo  men  good  lif  &  studie  many  p^rsones  goddis 

Let  men   study    '  "  •*  ^  *^  o 

God»8  law,  and  lawc ;  &  wbanuo  chaungyng  of  wit  is  foundun  amende  bey 

oorreot  the  mis- 
takes, it  as  resoun  wole.     summon  seyn  bat  freris  trouelen  &  her 

Three    reasons  _        ^  J      i  i 

gat  actuate  the  fautours  in  Jis  cause  for  )?re  cbesouns,  Jot  y  wole  not  aferme, 

1.  They  wish  to  but  god  woot  whor  J^ey  ben  so]?e.     first  bey  wolden  be  seun 

be  thouffht  the 

only  men  who  80  uedoful  to  J^c  engll^scbmen  of  our^  reume  \aX,  singolerly 

law.  in  ber  wit  layj  Je  wit  of  goddis  lawe,  to  telle  }?e  puple  goddis 

lawe  on  what  man^r  eu^re  ]?ey  wolden.     &  J?e  secound  cause 

2.  They  wish  to  herof  is  seyd  to  stonde  in  bis  sentense ;  freris  wolden  lede 

keep  back  what  ''  '  '  ^ 

qS»  tf *"*  ^'  I'®  P'^P^®  ^^  tecbinge  hem  goddis  lawe  &  Jus  fei  wolden  teche 
sum,  &  sum  bide,  &  docke  sum.  Por  Jeanne  defautis  in  \et 
lif  sbulden  be  lesse  knowun  to  ]?e  puple,  &  goddis  lawe 
sbulde  be  vntrewelier^  knowun  bo]?e  bi  derkis  &  bi  comyns. 

3.  They  fear  their  )?e  ]7ridde  causo  \a\.  men  aspien  stondij  in  Jris  as  J^eyseyn; 
when  God's  law  alle  ]7es  ucwo  ordris  dreden  hem  ]^at  'fer  synne  sbulde  be 
•[p.  106  MS.]     knowun,  *&  bou  Jei  ben  not  groundid  in  god  to  oome  in-to 

]?e  cbirche,  &  ]?us  ]^ey  wolden  not  for  drede  \a^,  goddis  lawe 
wer«  knowun  in  engli^sch,  but  Jey  myjten  putte  heresye  on 
men  }if  engli|scb  toolde  not  what  Jey  seyden.  god  moue 
lordis  &  biscbops  to  stonde  for  knowing  of  bis  lawe. 


Capitulum  16^- 

SS  prSft?.^*  ^  ^       *  ^®'®  *°  ^P®^®  °^^  J"  ^^  dymes  &  of  offeringis  }at  ben 

birtf  to  pr^stis  ]?at  don  trewely  ]w  seruyss;  &  dymes 

ben  clepid  goddis  part  in  goddis  lawe  for  greet  wit. 

many  causis  men  tellen  comynly  wby  dymes  ben  clepid 
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goddis  part,     syne  partis  ben  of  creaturis  &  god  is  in  ^e 
ten]?e  degre ;   &  in  tokene  }at  god  is  lord  general  ou^  alle  Tithes  an  due  to 
cieataris,  men  jyuen  god  J?e  ten^e  part  in  tokene  of  his  bis      nmTenai 
general  lordchip.    }e  werkes  of  ]?e  size  dayes  in  whiche  god  Nine  orders  of 


made  ^e  world  holden  size  kyndis  of  ^ingis  in  J^is  ordrd  of 

ten ;   &  jit  J?^  ben  nyne  ordris  of  aungels,  al  jif  J?e  firste  bok 

of  ye  bible  speci&e  not  }es  nyne  ordris,  as  poul  doi^  in  his 

bokis.     ye  eyjtbe  man^r  of  crMitaris  ben  comyn  J^ingis  }at 

god  ha^  maad,  &  hooly  writ  speki^  of  hem  in  many  bokis  of 

goddis  lawe.    }e  nyne^e  man^r  of  creaturis,  &  }e  hierste  of 

alle  o^ere,  is  J^e  manhed  of  crist :   &  on  fh  sue^  his  godhed, 

&  ^is  tenj^e  }ing  is  hierst  lord  of  al  man^  of  creaturis.  Cod  is  the  tenth 

&  god  mouej?  al  man^  of  tongis  to  clepe  ^is  firste  noombr^  of  Hq^'  J^g^atre 

ten  bi  symple  name  &  aftirward  )ei  clepen  it  hi  a  gederid 

name ;  &  ]?is  may  men  se  in  many  tongis.     &  J^is  monyde 

men  in  many  agis  to  paye  to  god  }e  ten^e  part,  so  fat  bi  ]?is 

yey  confessiden  to  hym  ]?e  gen^ralte  of  his  lordchip ;   &  yia 

cause  is  ynow  to  moae  men  to  paye  dymes.    but  it  wer« 

for-to  wite  whiche  men  shulden  reseyue  dymes.    ^e  firste  bok 

of  ^e  olde  lawe  telli]?  of  abel  &  caym,  hou  ^ej  brenten  ]^er  Tithes  at  first 

were  burnt  ■ 

tyj'is  to  god,  &  ^e  smoke  wente  up  to  henene.  &  it  is  lidy 
yat  yia  maner  lastide  Tn-to  }e  tyme  of  moyses;  but  god 
lymytide  in  moysees  lawe  bat  prestis  &  dekenes  shulden  lyue  bat  in  the  time 

i  «^  iM     ^.  1       .:,  .      ,  ^o'   Moses   God 

on  dymes,  &  semelily  pis  man^  lastide  vn-to  pe  comyng  of  appointed  them 

crist.    but  nou  in  ye  J^ridde  tyme  of  grace  prestis  &  pr^latis  This  remains  in 

chalengen  to  hem  dymes  &  menntM  offeringis  bi  autorite  of  J^e 

olde  lawe,  &  J^is  semy]^  skilefnl,  so  yat  men  trauele  wel  wij^ 

hem,  for  men  shulden  paye  yer  dymes  jit  as  yej  diden  in  j^e 

olde  lawe,  but  J^ey  shulden  not  brenne  hem  nou,  for  y&r  ben 

many  pore  goddis  s«ruauntis.     &  yut  lawe  &  skile  chacchij?  Hen  should  paj 

men  to  jyue  to  trewe  prestis  J^es  dymes,  for  yis  wer«  moost  they  Uve  well. 

lijt  &  resonable  jif  ^at  prmtis  lyuen  wel.    &  men  neden  not 

to  rikene  heere  hou  ofte  ye  olde  lawe  biddi]?  yat  prestis 

shulden  haue  hem ;  but  for  crist  &  hise  apostlis  weren  fewe 

&  lyueden  on  litil  almes,  *y  can-not  se  bi  goddis  lawe  yat  ne  ?[p!*iiM8?f'^'** 

dymes  may  be  partid  among  cristis  pore  men,  J^e  whiche  crist  ST^n*^*"  *** 
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Luke  xiT.  [13.]  tolli^  in  ^6  gospel,  as  pore  feble  &  pore  lame  &  pore  blynde. 
Sc  prestis  ben  }e  firste  for  ^i  sbulden  be  pore  as  crist,  Sc 
feble  )?ey  ben  to  do  )er  s^uyss  &  to  gete  }er'wi}  fode 
&  hilifig.  crist  koade  bi  weye  of  myraclis  &  weye  of  almes 
gete  ynow,  bnt  jit  crist  was  pore  &  feble  &  figuride  pr^stis 
aftir  to  come. 


Capttulum  IT*** 

i       t  were  to  shewe  aftir  Jis  jfot  Je  lawe  Jtft  god  jyne}?  bi 
Saint  Paul's  rate         seyot  poul  his  apostlo  in  bis  writing  to  tymothe  shulde 

to  Timothy  more 

binding  than  the  not  ceosso  for  ovLTs  taking  of  offcringis  &  dymes  bi  J>e 
olde  lawe.  Seynt  poul  biddi^  to  tymotbe  &  rikene]^  hym 
silf  as  o  man  to  whicbe  ^at  be  speki^  to,  &  jyae]»  bem  )n8 

1  Tim.  vi.  [8.]  reule  of  god:  *'whanne  we  ban  fode  &  biling,  be  we  payed  of 
}es  J^ingis/'  lord,  si^  ^is  is  a  skilefol  renle  }at  goddis  lawe 
jynej?  to  prtfstis  &  clerkis,  wby  sbulden  ^ey  leeue  fia  for 
a  willeful  cbesing  j^at  J^ey  taken  of  }e  olde  lawe  ?  spedaly 

The  two  ^y  }^6s  two  lawis  acorden  bo]?e  in  wordis  &  resonn  'pat  pr^stis 
y  agree.  ghulden  lyue  on  dymes  &  be  payed  of  fode  &  biling.  Curtis 
jif  god  wolde  pat  pe  toon  ceesside,  we  sbulden  not  take  ^es 
two  to-gider^ ;  but  god  were  in  pia  to  blame  pat  be  telde  not 
wbicb  be  wolde  wer^  kept,  eipen  we  taken  dymes  of  pe 
olde  lawe  bi  our^  oune  autorite,  leeue  we  not  pis  bileue  pat 
god  jyue]?  ys  bi  poule  apostle ;   algatis  si]^  J^is  is  skileful  & 

prieets    should  y^ow  to  a  trewe  pr^st.     &  of  ]?is  may  men  se  ou^r  pat  pr^stis 

uthes  of*  many  sbulden  not  godcrtf  to  bem  dymes  &  offerringis  of  many 

mora  ^^thdr  cbircbis,  pat  werm  ou^  per  fode  &  biling^,  for  pus  it  were 
not  leeueful  to  a  pr^st  for  to  do  in  pe  olde  lawe ;  mycbe  more 
we  sbulden  not  do  ]?us,  si]?  crist  kepte  so  streyt  pou^t.     Jif 

If  a  priert  oouid  a  prtfst  myjte  be  two  men  &  do  fully  pQ  trauel  pat  fellide  to 

be  two  men,  he  ,  ■%      »  ^  ^  »        » 

might  hare  two  bew,  banne  it  wertf  to  bym  a  coulur  to  take  ful  bir^  of  two 

men's        allow-  ''  "^  .  , 

•^cn;  men;   for  men  ben  nou  more  insufficient  psM  ^i  weren  in 

yet  pluralism  is  oristis  tyme.    but  nt  it  semyb  excusable  to  bane  to-gider» 

oUowablewhcna  n  -  «  .,  , 

man  does  not  get  many  beuensis,  so  pat  pej  come  not  alle  to-gider»  but  to 
needs.  a  skiloful  susteuaunse  of  man.    but  be  pon  war  beer«  wi^ 
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ydilnease  &  wi]^  ezoeesse  of  dispensis,  &  algatis  pntte  }j 

bisynesse  to  seme  god  &  lielpe  his  cbirehe,  &  loue  more 

l^es  two  J^ingis  Jan  worldly  worchip  or  worldly  *  richees.  •[?•  ^i*  ms.] 

&  J^ns  J^  ben  many  menntM  lawis  of  departing  of  p^rsoans 

godis,  bou  j^ey  sbulen  be  delid  on  four^  partis,    bou  }ey  &  ^^  ^'S^^dilJ 

heme  sbulen  first  take  mesorably  of  }e&  godis;  }e  secoond  P<*u»g<rfttthe8. 

part  sbnlde  be  |ouyn  to  pore  &  nedy  folc  wij^-onteward ;  }e 

Jridde  part  sbnlde  be  jounn  to  making  of  }e  cbirche  & 

onmementis  of  it ;   &  }e  fonr]7e  part  sbulde  be  dispendid  to 

kepe  ye  bonsis  of  }e  parsonage.     &  ]?is  parting  wer«  ofte 

vnskileful,  &  bns  sicbe  general  lawe  wer^  non^t.     &  W  ben  Hartfta  dispntee 

'        ^  ^  '  '  M    U>   whether 

oy&re  difficultees  beer^,  wbat  Jning  men  sbulden  tij'o,  as  wode  ^««  ^^e  juie 
or  erbis  or  o^er  frnyt ;   wber  laboreris  sbnlden  tije  ^er  bird ;  ^o  ^'*****^d 
&  boons  or  Tsnreris  tije  ^er  wynnyng;   wi]>  many  sicbe  ^'"""* 
dontis  in  lawe ;  }e  wbicbe  dynynes  sbnlden  leeue  vntretid,  Sivl?**'tt«e 
&  lyne  in  pon^  &  swoie  Je  cbirobe.     for  cristis  pr^stis  ™****"* 
sbnlden  bane  no  custom  to  ocnpie  hem  vrip  sicbe  strynes, 
but  geder«  al  }er  bisynesse  to  s^rue  god  &  bis  cbirche. 


Capttulum  IS"- 


i       t  wer0  to  telle  on^  bis  hou  >es  herdis  sbnlden  kepe  her  F^ton  •booia 

,      ,      ,  r  r  ^    '      lire  hoUlTftnd 

sheep  in  hoolynesse  of  ^sr  onne  lif  &  m  prying  of  p^i^   ood't 

goddis  word.     &  }Bnne  }ej  ledden  hem  bi  grene  lesewis 
&  wat^  of  henene  }at  ben  hoolsum,  &  Jds  is  ]^  firste  offyss  of 
Jre  ]?at  falli]?  to  a  goostly  shepparde.    first  sbnlde  }e  p^rsonn  Themiait  should 
fle  in  hym  silf  Instly  fode  &  prond  aray,  &  ]?enke  on  Jis,  }at  f^^^^^^ 
his  godis  whanne  }ei  ben  gederid,  be  Jey  nen^re  so  many,  ^^«^en, 
ben  gederid  of  his  pore  pari^scbens,  as  ben  wedewis  &  nedy 
men ;  so  ]?(it  o  peny  gederid  ]nis  wolde  sane  ]^  lif  of  his  sheep 
^at  stemyj.     &  ]?us  it  is  a  fendis  boost  to  a  cnrat  to  anannte 
hym  yat  he  may  so  myche  dispende  bi  ^eer^,  si]?  Jei  ben 
cuylid  pens  of  pore  men ;  &  J^is  is  noon  auannt  to  }e  p^rsonn, 
bnt  resonn  to  likene  for  al  J?is  almes.     &  Jis  is  more  J^an 
worldly  dette,  si]?en  he  is  holdnn  to  ^elde  bet^re ;  &  onr«  iage 
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and  that  he  will  may  not  be  diflseyuedi  eiy  he  is  criBt  wisdom  of  god.    ^ 

•ccoontofthemfcuratis  }at  lyuen  to  lnstly  sbuldett  ^enke  hou  godis  J^ot  }ej 

ban  ben  gederid  of  pouH>  of  symple  men  bi  streit  nede 

&  bard  lif.    but  who  wolde  waste  a  prtfcious  wat«r  }oi  were 

distillid  bi  bisy  trouel,  &  caste  }ia  water  in  a  lake  when  it 

stood  to  no  manntM  profit  ?  &  J^es  men  }at  lyuen  J^us  lastly  bes 

j^e  more  vnhable  to  prdche  &  to  pr^ye ;  but  no  drede,  si]r  omi 

^(Si^ta^mort    *8^  ^^  resoun  &  fe  freest«man  }at  may  be,  he  wole  )flt 

^Monraua    ^^^^  ^^^^  skUeful  fode;   but  }&r  lust  may  not  be  luge 

SeyaMd^^'    heer^,  but  resoun  must  nedis  iuge,  for  it  mut  ioge  at  domes 

They  do  not  need  day.    &  he  same  skile  is  of  oher  aparel,  to  bac,  to  chaumbr^ 

rich  clothes,  x        jt        »  > 

&  to  halle,  as  many  ban  to  costly  doj^is,  furrours  &  giidlis 
&  shap  of  hem ;  &  ende  of  ]nis  is  worldly  glory  &  no  profit  to 

^rnhue°^*  ^^T  soulis ;  &  }e  same  synne  is  in  aparel  of  chaainbr«,  as  in 
proud  beddis  testeris  &  curteyns  :  bi  j^is  may  m^n  se  vejn 
dispensis  }at  }e  fendis  oautil  h&p  foundun.  curiouste  stondi) 
in  hallis,  bo]?e  in  making  of  ]»e  housis,  in  doseriSy  bancun 
&  cujshens,  &  mo  veyn  ]»ingis  J^an  we  kunnen  rikene,  as  bes 

or  Taioahie  plate.  dijBchis  &  coupis  of  silu^  &  6]^er  Tossel,  &  costly  napiye. 
in  alle  siche  shulden  p^rsouns  J^enke  of  ]?is  reule  ^ot  god  h) 
joujjx  of  skileful^  ende  of  alle  siche  ]angis;  &  mesaie  )e 
menes  bi  }ia  ende,  &  euare  more  drawe  to  pouM,  }at  it 

To  wMte  money  ahyne  in  alle  siche  ^ingis.    but  prMis  wasting  in  oJ#« 

a^^a^  ri^'  l^^f^*  ^  ^^  horsis,  haukis  A;  houndia,  &  costly  makuig  of 
feestis,  ben  ful  dampnable  bifore  god ;  for  ^y  shynen  wi) 
worldly  ioye,  &  ben  writun  wi}  vicis  a^entM  resoun.  whit 
skile  is  it  at  ^e  day  of  doom  to  answers  to  J^e  lord  of  }& 
godis  }at  pore  men,  }at  shulden  haue  ]^es  godis,  peri^be 
wi]7-outen  bi  many  defautis,  &  her  godis  be  wastid  wij^ysne 
wi^  rot  &  wormes  &  oper  man^r.  ^is  is  no  skilefol  acooste 
to  god  to  }yue  hym  rikenyng  of  his  ty^is. 

I  skUefuly  MS. 
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Capiiulum  19"*- 

o       f  ^18  wasting  of  goddis  godis  springen  synnea  yat  barmen 

}e  ohirche,  for  siche  curatis  jyaen  not  ensaumple  hou  Lnxnrions 

,-rt.  ,/i  t     .     ».  A  11     curates    do  not 

men  snulen  n^te  a^entM  per  neys.    but  it  may  falle  teaebthdrpeopie 

.  ,  to  fight  agidntt 

many  tymes  "pat  sicbe  p^rsouns  bi  leccbery  waste  ]^er  pore  their  fleih. 
pari^scbens  godis,  &  )?is  is  a  greet  synne.    it  is  yuel  to  kepe  it  is  bad  to  keep 
a  wast  bora  in  stable  to  destrie  pore  menntw  godis,  but  it  is  the  stable, 
worse  to  bave  a  womman  wil?-ynne  or  wib-oute  at  racke  &  butworsetobare 

J  'f  I  a  woman  at  rack 

at  mang^,  for  }\s  bolding  is  more  costly  &  more  wast  to  "^  manger. 

body  &  sonle.    Je  lawe  speki]?  of  sicbe  bolours  fat  synnen  '^'**.^<*p?")  l*^ 

Jrus  out  of  matrimony e,  bou  J^ey  ben  not  weddid  wi}?  )?e  **»!.""•  ®'  • 

cbircbe  ne  wi}  god,  jfot  is  }e  soulis  spouse;   &  bou  men 

sbulden  not  ber«  }er  massis,  &  bi  fe  same  sky*le  take  not  •[p.  isftMs.] 

of  hem  noon  o^er  spiritual  s^uyss.     for  al  }er  lif  is  wlappid 

wib  synne,  &  bey  don  barm  wbat  euerd  bei  don.     &  hue  men  Men  should  witb- 
^      ,  '^  .      .  ^  .         ^       ^.      drawtb«irtlthes. 

sbulden  not  jyue  bem  onenngis  ne  o^ere  iXj^is,  }e  wbile 

Jey  lyuen  )7us,  for  ]?at  word  consent  to  ^er  synne,  &  to  nursbe 

hem  a^entM  crist.    but  ecb  man  of  yia  world,  be  be  neu^e 

BO  my^ti  beere,  ^at  m&kip  f  us  party  a^ntM  crist,  mut  nedis 

faUe  &  destrie  bym  silf ;  for  treuj^e  mut  vencuscbe  al  o^er 

fing.      &  J^is  wifdrawing  of  temporal  godis  were  betereThis  would  be 

bridil  aiemu  sicbe  men  l^an  to  am^sy  bem  bi  officials,  bi  setting  arobdea. 

cons  to  ^w  thfWi 

ercbedekenes  or  bi  biscbops;  for  sicbe  robbing  is  but  nursbing 

of  more  synne.     for  sicbe  a  p^soun  wole  robbe  bis  paries 

wbanne  be  may  bie  bis  synne  f  us  li^tly ;  &  so  J^e  pore  men  it  is  the  parish- 

of  bis  pari^  shulen  bie  bis  synne  bi  double  weye,  boj^e  ^ej  the  fines. 

sbulen  paye  J^^rfore  to  J^e  bisobop,  and  be  punyjscbid  bi 

consent  of  soule.     but  wbat  is  J^e  paries  bolpun  berby,  but 

^if  )e  fend  belpe  a  man  P  for  bodily  &  goostly  J^is  curat  doi]? 

harm  to  bis  sbeep  more  falsly  ];an  koude  }e  fend,  for  be  is 

more  homely  enemye.     &  }ia  wif -drawing  of  godis  for  J^is  withdrawal  of 

synne  semy]?  to  streccbe  for  oyere  synnes,  for  }if  an  berde  used*  ^^nst 

be  doump  at  home  &  jyue  bym  to  worldly  ocupacioun,  & 

wij'-drawe  bis  goostly  help  fro  bis  sbeep  yat  he  sbulde  fede, 
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or  ^if  he  stonde  in  lordis  courtis  or  in  offiss  of  ]^e  king  or  of 
o]^ere,  and  leeue  }e  s^uyss  ]?at  god  sjdp  to  kepe  his  sheep 
in  goddis  lawe ;  |if  J^is  synne  passe  lecchery,  it  sholde  be 
more  pnnyjshid  bi  skile.  &  so  men  shulden  wi]7-drawe 
The  tithet  may  W  tiHs  &  jYue  hem  to  ohere  wisely,    it  wer#  an  almes  & 

be  giT«n  to  help  '  -»  ''  '  -f 

poormena^ainst  greet  wit  to  jyuo  tijis  of  siche  wolues  to  opere  panjschena 

AntichriBt.         y^t  ben  trauelid  bi  lawis  Jat  ani^tcnst  ha)?  bron^t  yn ;   &  00 

ofte  tyme  ^e  remenaont  of  tij^is  wer^  to  litU  for  dispensis 

]?at  an^tcnst  maki]?  to  pursue  siche  men,  ]?at  stonden  far 

resonn  of  goddis  lawe.     &  hou  euer«  iuges  speken  heer^, 

^is  wer^  not  ajentM  goddis  lawe,  for  al  siche  almes  of  tijds 

shulde  be  bo}^e  skilefol  &  willefal;  but  what  skile  is  it  to 

hire  a  wolf  to  do  harm  to  a  paries  ?    J^is  were  a  mouyng  of 

Canrtea whjiiTe  je  feud,  fot  Btiii)  euere  a^entM  skile.     &  J?e  same  skilo  is  of 

b?SJd^**°^^  °°'  curatis  }at  stonden  in  }e  court  of  rome  forto  gete  mo  benefisis, 

•[p. ISMS.]       or  to  B^rue  J^at  wickid  court;  ^or  ^s  ben  smyttid  wijr 

symonye  &  don  men  harm  ou^  ^e  see,  as  a  iust  man  of  ynde 

profiti^  to  englijsch  men;  for  J«  lord  pat  see^  pia  meede  u 

euery  where  to  dele  it  wel.     for    sum  help  azi^   bodily 

residense,  &  sum  help  axi]?  noon ;  as  preyeris  &  many  o^ere 

gode  dedis  ben  as  wel  don  afer  as  neer ;  but  ^is  is  noon 

herdis  offiss  to  be  hirid  for  tij^is  or  offeringis. 


Capitulum  20-- 

Prelates  should         t  Were  for  to  wite  ouer  hou  prelatis  shulden  teche  her 

teach  their  peo-  *^  * 

^h    *°id*'3S*"  ^       sugetis  to  yencn^sche  \q  world  &  fe  fend,  for  to  Jis  lore 

devU-  ben  )?ei  holdun.     lore  to  vencu^she  ^e  world  stondi) 

specialy  in  charite,  &  in  fleyng  of  ooueytise  to  godis  of  ^ 

Beadinem  to  go  parijs  &  o]?ere;  &  SO  it  semy]?  an  yuel  lore  to  ^yue  paiijschenB 

is  not  good  teach,  ensaumple  to  plete  &  to  stryue  wi]?  hem  for  litil,  whanne  J«y 

ban  ynow  bi-syde.     for  siche  pie  is  groundid  in  wronge  don 

a^entw  goddis  lawe,  for  bi  goddis  lawe  prestis  shulden  haue 

no  more  but  fode  &  hiling  for  ^er  offiss,  &  al  ^  remenaunt  of 

per  hire  pej  shulden  hope  of  god  in  bUs.    Also  it  ^sdli^ 
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comjnly  )at  a  curat  dispendi^  as  myche  in  plees  mayntenyd  lAwsoito      for 

for  his  ayia  as  ben  Je  iipis  in  hem  silf ;  but  wher*  is  Jeanne  J?"*J^"''*^  " 

encrees  of  his  wynnyng  ?     it  semyj   }at  wrajje  of  his  and  the  'curate 

parijschen  &  harm  of  hym  stonden  for  ^e  wynnyng ;  but  hou  CteofUi people. 

stondij?   ]ris  wi)^    charite   to  ^e   man   }at  prestis    shulden 

algatis  loue  ?    &  ^os  biddij?  poul  to  cristenmen,  but  specialy  [Rom.  xU.  19.] 

to  curatisy  }at  }ej  shulden  be  moost  der^  &  not  defende  }er 

oune  p^rsone ;  myche  more  J^ey  shulden  not  defende  ^e  gddis 

}at  ben  not  sib  to  hem,  but  men  shulden  ^yne  stede  to  ir# 

&  algatis  prdatis,  in  sufEiering  of  wrongs  for  siche  ir«,  bayti]^ 

a  pari^hen  ajentM  J^e  p^rsoun  longe  tyme  aftir.     &  ^if  j^e 

pope  feyne  heer«  ^at  he  jyue^  lawis  &  weye  to  hem  to 

defende  a  manntM  wrongis  in  his  court ;   &  J?is  is  shewid  for 

many  wrongis  ben  ri^tid  yere.      &  ]?us  bey  clepen  hym  a  The  courts  .are 

t  •  •         A  «     1  praised    because 

champioun  of  njt  of  god,  }at  can  wel  plete  &,  as  J?ey  speken,  ^®y.  "^^  ^^^ 

Wynne  to  hooly  chirche  godis  }at  shulden  Mle  to  it.     preise 

J^ey  yis  court  ]pat  han  mat^,  but  c^rtis  heera  is  no  mat^ ;  for 

Jnis  is  a  cautel  of  }e  fend  contrarie  to  goddis  lawe.     studie 

J^ey  cristis  paciense  &  make  }ei  }er  chayer  in  cristis  cros, 

&  loke  ^ey  wh.e}er  crist  or  his  apostlis  taujten  ^us  to  plete  ^^  >md  his 

for  worldly  J^ingis.    &  cMis  fey  moten  nedis  sue  crist  jif  wenttoUw. 

}ej  wolen  holde  )?e  weye  to  heuene.    fro  a  litil  errour  out 

*of  )?i8  weye  may  a  man  come  bi  gpace  ajen,  but  myche  •[?.  is*  ms.j 

errour  wif  errour  of  wit  maki];  man  to  growe  in  more  errour, 

&  no  drede,  prone  who  euer^  wole,  a  special  medicyn  ajeutM 

}e  world  is  to  leeue  stiyues  in  worldly  causis ;  for  yu9  tan^te 

crist  wi]'  his  membris.     &  ^tu  who  so  wole  outcome  J^e  fend, 

leeue  he  f  e  fendis  lawe  &  j^e  world,  &  lede  he  his  lif  bi 

cristis  lawe,   &   fas  he  shal  best  Tencujshe  hym  &  jyue 

ensaumple  to  o^&re  men,  bofe  to  his  pari^hens  &  of tfre,  hou 

fey  shulden  Tencu^he  fe  fend,    for  f es  two  lawis  ben  graues  ?^^^9^^^  *^^ 

to  fe  fend  to  gnar^  men  in  his  net.    jif  fou  fle  pride  &  his  £.^*^^^5^* 

retenu,  f anne  fou  Tencu^chist  wel  f e  fend ;  &  teche  fou  f is 

rewle  to  of #*  men,  &  f anne  fou  doost  a  curatiB  office. 
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Capttulum  21"' 

TbcBortofpaBtor  ^       it  it  wertf  to  speke  more  of  yis  pastoor^  to  ^yue  to  ]?es 

sheep,     for  we  shulen  take  as  bileue  }at  goddis  lawe 

passi]?  alle  o^are,  bo^e  in  autorite  &  in  treu^e  &  in  wit. 

first  in  autorite ;  for  as  god  passi]?  men,  so  goddis  lawe  mat 

He  most  preaeh  passe  in  autorito  manotM  lawe,  &  herfore  god  bad  his  apoatlis 

gospe .         ^^^  ^  pr«jhe  manntM  lawe  but  for  to  pr^she  J^e  gospel  to  al 

man^r  of  men.     &  myche  more  ben  ^ey  to  blame  ^at  pr^cben 

iapis  &  gabbingis ;  for  goddis  word  mut  enerd  be  trewe  ^if  it 

be  wel  vndirstondun,  &  jris  word  is  more  hoolsum  to  men 

8i]7en  it  is  bileue  &  it  techi^  to  sue  crist,  &  ^at  mut  ech  man 

do  ]7at  shal  be  sauyd.     &  ^^rfore  }^enke  we  heronne  ny^t 

&  day,  bo]?e  wakinge  &  slepinge,  for  whanne  oj^tfrelawismoten 

haue  ende  ^anne  it  shal  dwelle  in  blis ;  &  ^e  herte  of  ]ris  lawe 

is  ye  gospel  of  ie«u  crist.    prdche  prMtis  ]?i8  herte  to  men 

&  teche  }ej  hem  to  loue  crist ;  for  he  is  cursid  }at  loue]'  hym 

not  &  sue]?  hym  not,  as  ponl  sei]^.     &  c^tis  ^at  pr^t  is  to 

blame  }at  shulde  so  firely  haue  }e  gospel,  &  leeue^    ^e 

probing  ^^-of  &  turny^  hym  to  manntw  fablis.     for  Jw  lawe 

of  god  dampnyjr  hym  }at  chesi]?  ye  worse  &  ^e  heuyer^ 

&  leeue^  ]?e  bet^re  &*^e  li^ter^,  bo]^  to  hym  &to  ye  paple. 

ood  does  not      &  god  axi^  uot  dyuysiouns  ne  rymes  of  hym  yat  shulde 

-preche,  but  to  telle  euene  goddis  gospel  &  wordis  to  stir«  men 

yerhj.    &  ^us  curatis  ben  not  excnsid  yat  leeuen  to  prache  to 

yer  sheep,  for  a  man  shulde  not  be  curat  but  }if  he  koude 

•[p.  14  MS.]       vn^dirstonde  ye  gospel,  &  he  ha^  to  myche  wanting  of  wit 

to  be  a  oarate  yat  can-not  teche  hem  herby.     &  jif  a  curat  falle  a  caas  ^t 

undentand   the  he  be  lettid  of  ]?i8  pTM^hing  bi  hap  or  de&ute  of  kynde, 

uT  whanne  he  pr^chide  bifore  wel,  teche  he  his  floe  bi  hooly  lif 

The  Moond  office  &  god  wole  haue  hym  excusid.    ^e  secounde  ofUss  yat  fallij? 

sheep        firom  to  herdis  is  to  kepe  yer  sheep  fro  woluys,  as  false  freris, 

yat  comen  to  men  to  robbe  yer  wolle  &  do  hem  harm,  ben 

clepid  of  crist  woluys  of  raueyn.     and  of  ^is  perel  shulden 

p^Bouns  wame  men.     &  what  oyere  false   pr^chouris  j^t 
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comen  to  men  &  prmhen  herfbre,  ]^i  beft  woluys  or  foxis  or 
houwdis,  &  alle  }eB  Bhulden  be  chased  fro  }e  floe.  ]?e  Jridde  *^«  *^*  ^ 
offiss  ]?at  MLi^  to  parsouiis  is  to  greese  ]>^  soabbid  sheep  &  Mabbedi 
to  telle  hem  medioyn  of  goddis  lawe  wherby  }at  }ey  may  be 
bool;  &  }if  }es  herdis  faylen  in  ^es  }Te,  ]?ey  ben  hirid  hynes 
or  woluys.  &  heerd  shnlden  pMiK)anB  take  hede  "pat  ]«y 
spnylen  not  }&r  sheep  for  wrongis  )ai  y^r  prdatis  axon ;  for 
^ey  shulden  leeue  }er  cur^  bifore. 


Capitulum  22°*- 

i       t  wertf  forto  wite  ou#r  hou  cnratis  wasten  pore  menntM  cnntai  spend 

tithes  in  en- 

godis  in  makinge  }er  kyn  riche ;  bisyde  }at  Jey  spenden  S^"^*^**' 
in  per  oune  p^rsone;  &  ^us  ben  many  in  englond  maad 
riche  fro  ful  symple  staat.    &  it  semyjr  pat  pe  kyng  of  pride 
h&p  taujt  ]ds  bi  his  firste  synne,  for  many  coratis  han  delit  S^^^JJ^J 
to  haue  riche  men  of  per  kyn  &  fat  }er  eldris  weren  noble  Jjj^jj**^ 
men,  as  }if  }&r  kynrede  wer^  noble ;  &  fas  hem  silf  shulden 
seme  noble,  as  }if  fey  camen  of  greet  blood.     &  siche  ben 
tumyd  in-to  woluys  fro  herdis  staat,  as  ipocritis;  for  fey 
semen  to  have  an  herdis  staat,  &  }it  fey  ben  many  tymes 
fendis.    for  we  shnlden  wite  f is  at  f  e  bigynnyng  fat  pr^stis 
ben  maad  pr^latis  of  men,  not  to  lyne  worldlyly  ne  lustly 
ne  prondely,  bnt  to  lyue  in  bisy  trauel  to  kepe  }&r  sheep  & 
Wynne  hem  heuene ;  &  so  f  ei  moten  lyue  trewely,  tranelonsly 
&  perelously,  sif  en  f  ei  moten  pntte  }&r  oune  lif  for  }er 
sheep,  as  crist  dide.    to  f  is  riohing  of  f  ^rsouns  kyn  monef 
fe  fend  fes  ipocritiB  bi  feyned  m^sy  &  bi  kynde;  &  bofe 
he  seif  comen  of  god.    *What  man  shnlde  not  haue  m^rsy  •{p.  14»  ms.] 
on  his  pore  kyn  to  helpe  hem,  for  heer^  is  more  cause  of  tiutt  merer  and 
m^rsy  fan  to  helpe  of^re  straunge  men ;  as  a  man  louef  bi  J?>^p    ^^^*^ 
kynde  more  his  lemes  fan  of ^re  mei^ntM,  so  bi  kynde  he 
shulde  loue  more  his  kyn  fan  of tfre  strange  men.    &  by 
f  is  cause  many  pr^latis  coueyten  to  be  riche  &  auaunsen  men 
of  }er  kyn,  al  fit  fey  ben  idiotis;  but  fe  bileue  of  ie«u 
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Christ  did  not  ofist  Bhuldo  teche  men  to  quenohe  ^is  pride,     crist  louyde 

and  caoaiBM.       ful  wel  his  kyo,  88  his  iDodir  &  his  oosyns,  hat  he  louyde 

hem  not  to  he  worldly  riche  hut  forto  lyue  a  pore  lif,  hitwixe 

siche  richees  &  heggyng;  for  ^us  men  ahulden  haue  lyued 

in  staat  of  innocense  &  staat  of  hlis,  &  J^is  is  host  for  ]w  soule 

iveshooidiiTein  be  which  men  shulden  moost  loue.    &  be  loue  of  criat  is 

the  uune  way  as 

Christ.  loue  SO  uedefdl  to  oristenmen,  ^at  }er  loue  is  hut  hate  hut 

}if  it  he  ensaumplid  of  oristis  loue.  &  fva  clerkia  haten 
yer  kyn  ]?at  maken  hetn  riche  of  pore  menntM  godis ;  for  bi' 
j^is  ]?ey  harmen  ^er  soule  &  maken  hem  synne  hi  many  weyes. 
yer  body  is  ]»us  more  vnhable  to  s^rue  }$r  soule  in  temperur^, 
&  J^ey  hen  felowis  bi  assent  to  rohhe  ]?eB  pore  men  of  yer 
godis;  &  no  drede  cause  of  J^is  pride  is  vnprafitahle  to  hem, 
for  nohley  in  T^rtues  shulde  he  coneytid  &  worldly  nohley 
litil  teld  hy,  hut  in  as  myohe  as  it  helpide  men  to  kepe 
nohley  in  virtues.  &  in  tokene  of  ^  J^ing  crist  cam  bo^ 
of  riche  men  &  pore,  as  of  kyngis  &  honde  men  ye  while 
yey  lyueden  in  egipt.  &  hoj^e  J^es  condidouns  diden  good 
whanne  grace  of  oriat  mouyde  men  to  virtues.  &  yus  yes 
prelatis  harmen  yer  kyn  to  make  hem  riche  on  ^is  man«r. 
&  yvLB  yes  curatis  louynge  ^us  y^r  kyn  synnen  many  weyes 
in  man^  of  lone,  for  J^ey  louen  yer  oune  fleys  more  ^an  ^y 
louen  yer  hriyerea  in  god,  &  crist  eeiy  yej  hen  not  wor^y 
of  cnst  to  he  clepid  cristenmen ;  &  fit  crist  shulde  he  ottr« 
nezste  fadir,  &  his  chirche  ourd  nezste  modir.  &  yaa  yee 
prelatis  yat  tumen  j^is  loue  synnen  hoye  in  god  &  man,  & 
disusen  kyndely  wille  as  don  synneris  in  leccherye;  &  yus 
yej  synnen  in  m^rsy  &  loue  &  in  god  &  yer  pore  parischena. 
&  herfore  sei^  pool  yat  parsouns  offiss  shulde  not  he  to  parte 
yea  godis,  hut  to  prM^he  &  teche  ^e  folc  &  holde  hem  payed 
wijy  fode  &  hiling.    hut  litil  errour  &  ydilneeae   in  ye 

•[p.  15  MS.]       higynnyng  of  a  staat  hringi]^  in  *more  aftir,  as  it  falli^ 
heere  &  in  oj^^re  statia. 


These  prelates 
and  onrates 
injure  their 
kindred. 
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Capifulum  23°^- 

i       t  were  forto  declare  heer^  ]?at  ri^t  pr^cbing  of  goddis  Preaohing     the 
word  is  ]?e  mooste  worj^y  dede  }at  prmtis  don  heer^cando. 
among  men.    for  crist,  mesartf  of  al  good,  yside  moost  Christ  preached 
^is  werk  heer^  &  taujte  whanne  he  wente  to  heuene  his  ftpo«tiM  do  so. 
apostlis  to  do  }ia  werk ;   &  J^os,  sij^en  crist  is  best  majstir, 
it  is  shewid  of  bileue  ]?at  pr^ching  is  J^e  beste  werk  ]?at  a 
prM    doip    in    }is  weye.      Also    goodnesse  of   werkis  is 
mesarid  bi  fruyt  bat  comeb  of  hem;  but  more  fruyt  come]?  PreacMngbrtogEB 
of  good  probing  }an  of  ony  oyer  werk,  &  ]^erSoie  sicbe  any  other  work. 
good  pr#chi»g  is  Je  beste  werk  Jat  a  pr^st  doij ;  for  bi  }ia  SSi^i^JJ^fc.? 
werk  a  pr^t  geti]»  goddis  children  &  maki^  hew  to  come -to  arotten  to  Ood. 
heuene.    &  herfore  seij^  poul  to  his  puple :    ''  in  crist  ie«u  [i  cor.  iv.  is.] 
y  haue  gendrid  }ou ; "  &  herfore  crist  pr#isib  more  pr^ching  Preaching  better 

than    oonsecrat- 

of  ^e  gospel  }at  gendri]?  J^is  chirche  ]?an  gendring  of  his  ing  the  elements. 

oune  body,  al  jif  ^ey  boj^e  ben  gode  werkis.     &  Jrus  seyn 

clerkis  }at  gendrnr^,  sij^  it  sauejr   comyn  kynde,  is  bet^e 

^an  is  narshing  ^at  saue^  o  p^rsone  of  J^is  kynde,     &  ^ttd 

Beip  crist  in  lukis  gospel  to  a  womman  J^at  blisside  cristis 

modir  &  sayde,  **  blisaid  be  ]»e  wombe  }at  bar«  }ee  &  }e  tetis  [Lukexi.  27.] 

}at  }o\i  hast  sokun,"  &  crist  seyde:   ''je  but  bUssid  ben 

J^ey  }at  heren  goddis  word  &  kepen  it."     &  bi  J^e  same  skile 

or  myche  more  ^ei  ben  blissid  }at  pr^chen  goddis  word. 

lord,  hou  worjyy  werk  it  is  to  gendr^  god  in  manntM  soule 

bi  seed  ^at  is  goddis  word ;  for  ]ris  mut  haue  greet  meede 

in  heuene,  bo]^  for  ^e  werk  in  hym  silf  &  of  ]^e  children 

}at  comen  ^^-of.     &  herfore  sei]?  icon  euangelist  }at  he 

ha}  no  more  grace  heer^  ^an  to  her^  his  children  go  in  treu^e. 

&  }if  }(m  seist  ]«t  a  prdst  may  not  gete  siche  children  in 

god;  c^tis  he  may  bi  help  off  god,  &  ellis  no  man  may 

gete  a  child,  for  god  }jTxe}  bi  hym  silf  ^e  soule,  &  who  gat 

a  child  but  jif  it  wer^  jouyn?    &  herfore  ^enki^   seynt 

aostyn  wel  }at  orist  dide  more  myrade  bi  his  apostlis  to 

tome  80  manye  he^n  men  in  so  short  while  fro  so  wickid 
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lif  for  to  be  ]?us  oristis  children,  ^an  weren  oj^^re  mjraclis 

of  crist ;  &  heifore  }e  apostlis  ohoBen  more  to  pr^^e  yaa 

to  do  bodily  almes.     Also  }e  more  'pat  orist  belpi]^  to  a  werk 

pe  more  it  is  good ;  but  crist  helpi^  more  specialy  to  prM^hiitg 

p&n  to  o}&r  werk,  &  perfore  it  mat  nedis  be  bet^re  for  ciist 

endijr  it  ^os  graciously.     &  herfore  seyn  wise  dootonrs  ^ot 

Sobe^wilfu*  ^*  "  "^'^  ^  pr«5he  wel  J?an  to  do  ony  o}er  craft,  as  phisik 

•[p.  156  MS.]      or  alkemonye;   &  herfore  crist  *bad  his  apostlis  do  many 

werkis  bat  noon  as  pis,    for  in  J^is  a  prmt  clopip  hjm  in 

cristis  p^rsone  ft  geti]^  oristis  bro^^,  his  sist^  ft  his  modir. 

ft  of  pla  may  a  man  geder^  pat  it  is  more  synne  to  fayle  in 

pia  p93i  to  fayle  in  oj^^re  werkis  pat  ben  not  so  gode  as  ^is  is. 

Great  lin  of      loi^y  81^  pB  synnc  of  sodom  cryedo  to  god  for  greet  yeniaajtset 

^  ^'       hoa  shal  ^is  synne  pat  letti^  ^is  gendrur^  crye  to  god  to  Iw 

a-reDgid. 

Capitulum  24"'- 

i       t  wertf  to  wite  oa^  ^is  hoa  men  fallen  in  J^is  syitne, 

ft   what  medicyn  wer^  ajentM  it,  si^  ]^is  werk  is  so 

Three  ways  rtr  prMsioas.     pTB  maner  of  folc  synnen  heer«;    samtyme 

preaching:         ^q  ^eat  pot  sholdc  prMshc,  pe  paple  pat  shulde  her*  ^ 

the  pr«Mh«ta  prtfching,  ft  he  pat  letti^  goddis  word  to  renne.    Jis  pr^hoon 

■eed,  may  synne  on  many  manors  bi  pat  pat  he  sowi^  not  good  seed, 

bat  iapis  ft  gabbingis  or  o^^re  tryaolis,  &  leeae^  to  prvche 

^e  word  of  god.    for  lak  sei]^  pat  pat  is  seed  pat  no  de&ate 

is  foundnn  ynne,  al  }if  ^re  defaates  b^  in  pe  lend  vpon  whicb 

p!^nof  ^mrimy  J"  ^®®^  "  castan.    on  oper  mvner  Jis  pr«t  pat  aowip  may 

motihre  with  the  meddle  venym  wij^  piB  seed,  as  whanne  he  pr^chi^  for  reyn 

[2  Cor.  u.  17.]     glory  or  for  coneytise  of  worldly  good,     ft  herfore  sei^  pool 

to  his  paple  ^at  we  ben  not  holours  of  goddis  word,  but  of 

clennesse,  as  we  spoken  of  god,  we  speken  bif  ore  god  in  crist. 

ft  wolde  god  pat  prehears  nou  wolde  leme  J^is  lessoun  of 

poul;   ^anne  ^ey  shulden  speke  of  god  ft  not  ^us  of  roton 

seed,  &  BB  pei  weren  bifore  god,  kepinge  good  maoM*  in  pia 

lordis  prraenoe.     ft  ^ey  shulden  prache  for  cristis  worchip 
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on  his  man^  not  for  muc.     for  among  alle  symonyes  J^at  wWch    b    the 
euer^  crist  sufferide  in  he  chirche  bis  is  be  fouleste  of  alle  of  symonT,  much 

'  *  *  practindDymAn* 

oj^w-e,  Tsid  ofte  of  pr^chour  begg*r«,  for  J?€y  wolen  gederd  dicanti. 

comynly  godis  aftir  J^<it  Jey  han  prM)bid ;   oj^  money  or  com 

or  what  o^^re  godis  ^ot  ]^ey  may  gete.     &  ]^e  fonnydnesse 

of  \e  puple  maki^  hem  parcneris  of  Je  heggeris  synne,  for  Those  who  give 

whanne  J^ey  jyuen   hew   godis  heer«  J^ey  assenten  to  J^^theeGT^ 

symonye.     &  ^is  is  a  fonl  erronr  ^at  many  seyn  in  yis  mat^ 

fat  J?ey  ^en  for  goddis  lone  ft  Jat  is  ynfow  for  hew,  for 

Curtis  f  is  wIbs  lord  axijy  bo]w  his  godis  ft  good  man^.     ft  for 

f  is  good  man^  man  haf  meede,  ft  ^if  he  faylif  hym  wantif 

meede ;  ft  to  destrie  ]^is  errour  seif  crist  in  f  e  gospel  of  seynt 

mathen  ]?at  summe  dainpnyd  men  shulen  seye  to  crist :  ''  sir^,  [Matt  tU.  ss.] 

kestiden  we  not  ont  fendis  *in  fy  name  ft  diden  y^tues  in  *[p.  isms.] 

f  y  name  ? "    but  orist  shal  seye  to  ]^ese  men :    ''  soj^ely,  y 

seye  to  }ou  y  knowe  }ou  not  as  children  of  blis,  for  jee 

failiden  of  good  man^."   lord,  si]?  f  es  men  shulen  be  dampnyd 

bat  pr^chen  goddis  word  in  cristis  name  ft  casten  out  fendis  Paniahment  wui 

*        ^  ^  fall    on    mendi. 

&  don  Ttfrtues,  what  meede  shulen  Jes  heggeris  haue,  Jat  «mg who  slander 

faylen  in  f is  &  ly^en  on  crist  ft  seyn  fat  crist  beggide  f us 

to  holde  vp  f ^  newe  ordris.     crist  wiste  ful  wel  fat  fes 

shulden  come  whanne  he  bad  hem  not  go  fro  hous  to  hous,  [MarkTi.8-10.] 

but  dwelle  in  oon  ft  wende  not  fenntM,  ft  ber^  not  ypon  \er 

backis  haggis  ne  sachels  to  begge  f  us. 


Gajpituhm.  25"** 

a       s  anentis  two  of ^re  defautu  fat  letten  goddis  word  to 

growe,  orist  tellif  f re  defautis  in  fe  erf e  fat  shulde  take  chrut  teiia  of 
bis  word,     summen  ben  bi-syde  be  weye,  ft  so  bisied  wif  the   aou   that 

i^       /  rf    '  f  ahoold  take  the 

f e  world  fat  goddis  word  takif  not  wif  hem,  but  f e  fendis  1 
letten  it.     of  tfre  men  ben  drye  as  stoons  ft  han  no  delit  in 
wordis  but  |if  fey  sounen  to  worldly  wynnyng,  ft  f ese  wanten 
bofe  grace  ft  wisdom,    fe  fridde  man^  of  men  fat  heren 
goddis  word  ben   so   prickid  wif  worldly  richees  fat  fe 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


444  DB   OFFICIO  PASTORALI,  [Chap.  XXV. 

^enking  on  ^es  godis  lettij^  J^e  word  of  god  to  growe ;   &  to 

J^es  J^re  may  be  reducid  al  }e  synne  in  ^e  hereriB.    fe  ^lidde 

Of  the  wont  Bort  men  syniien  more,  as  ben  emp^rour  pr^latis  ^otvolen  not 

latef,  suffers  a  man  to  pr#che  whanne  be  telli]?  )er  defautis  but 

whanne  be  pr^isi]?  be«n  &  berne,  &  ^is  nurscbi^  mycbe  synne. 

for  sicbe  pr^latia  }at  kunnen  not  pr^cbe  or  wolen  not  for 

bisynesse,  &  letten  oj^^e  trewe  pr^etis  to  pr^cbe  bi  ^er  lordly 

who  do  for  the    cautels,  passen  >e  fend  in  bis  synne  bi  menes  hat  he  hab 

devil  what  he  '    ^  ^  ..,.      .-'^ 

cannot  do  him-  ordeyned  to  bem.  for  ^e  fend  ba]?  no  innsdicctoun  ne  feyned 
power  as  ^ey  ban,  &  J^us  ^at  be  may  not  do  bym-silf  he  doi^ 
bi  sicbe  s^niauntis  to  bym.  &  no  drede  J?is  is  ^e  fendis  dede 
to  lette  men  to  sowe  goddis  word,  for  ^^by  }er  sonlis  sholden 
be  fed  &  goddis  worcbip  be  don  of  men,  but  ^ey  maken 
a  goostly  bnngir  &  stoppen  ^e  worcbip  of  god.  but  wber^ 
is  a  worse  condictbun  folowinge  pr^latis  of  an^torist?  it 
wer«  yuel  to  lette  gendrur^  maad  in  laweful  matrymonye, 
}at  pbarao  dide  not  in  egipt  bnt  dreynte  ]7e  children  whanne 
}ej  weren  borun,  but  "pis  is  worse  wi^-outen  mesur«  to  lette 

snoh  a  prelate  is  hu8  cfist  to  be  gendrid  in  men.     sicbe  a  pr^lat  semyb  a 

a    wicked    hay-  ^  °  *  ^  x 

ward     stopping  ^ickid  bavward  to  lette  trewe   men  forto   tronele   &  eo 

Chriat'8  way.  •'  ® 

euene  bi  goddis  weye,  in  which  crist  ba]r  |ouyn  hem  leeue  to 

go.    for  god  }at  ?yue]?  sicbe  wit  &  wiUe  shapi]^  jj^  puple  to 

•[p.  165  MS.]     take  ^is  seed.    *&  it  is  al  oon  to  seye  'pat  y  sbul  lette  pea  bl 

inrisdiccioun,  &  to  seye  ]^is  is  a  place  pat  pe  fend  is  lord  of 

&  not  crist;    &  as  pea  wordis  ben  nedis  false,  so  is  ^is 

iurisdiccioun ;  for  be  baj^  no  ri^t  to  seye  pea  wordis,  but  ^ei 

Friars  wt  true    \^Qf^  falsly  feyned  of  pe  fend.     &  freris  procnren  comynly  bofe 

!^r^    ^    lordis  &  bischops  to  lette  ]?is  pr^cbing,  so  pat  per  fals  prtfcbing 

gj»^jjf  ™»y    be  sprad  &  psr  wynnyng  a^entM  crist,  &  Jus  is  pe  puple  robbid 

of  goostly  help  &  bodily.    We  graunten  pat  iurisdicctbun 

False  pveaohers  sbulde  lette  false  pr^cbours  to  proobe ;  but  nou  haj  pe  fend 

stopped.  tumyd  oristis  chircbe  bi  bis  pr^latis,  pat  he  pat  wolde  treuly 

pr^che  pe  word  of  pe  gospel  wij-outen  hir«,  he  sbal  be  put 

a-bac,  &  controiie  pr^cboar  shal  be  takun,  &  pus  widdd  hay* 

wardis  of  pe  fend  letten  J'is  seed  pat  orist  sholde  aowe. 
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Capitulum  26"*- 

a      Bt  J^os  ^#r  ben  many  causis  ^at  letten  goddis  word  to  Cmm  that  pra- 
renne,  ft  ^e  fend  ha]^  trauelid  abonte  J^es  caueis  many 
jeer  fbl  biflily ;  for  tre  we  probing  of  goddis  word  displesi^ 

mycbe  to  he  fend,     o  oause  is  dowing  of  be  cbirobe  &  ricbing  Endowmeat  of 

•  ox  ii»      Church, 

]^er'Of  oxifr  cnstiB  wille,  for  bi  yis  pr^latis  slepen  in  synne  whteh  makes 

&  ben  to  fatte  to  pr^cbe  ^e  pnple,  &  }?U8  ]70r  bisynesse  is  fat  to  preaoh. 

stoppid  to  gete  bem  more  of  worldly  mno.     &  ]^as  ^ei  falle^i 

in  an-o^0r  caose  ^at  ]^i  ben  not  payed  of  poolis  reule  to 

bane  ynow  of  fode  ft  biling.      ft  beer^  broken  out  J^es  freris 

ordris,  for  al  jif  ]?ei  ban  no  worldly  lordcbip  as  ban  pr^tis 

hat  ben  dowid,  }it  bei  spuylen  men  of  moeblis  ft  wasten  bem  Frianrobnwnof 

inoTabla  Kooda* 

in  nonmbrtf  ft  booos,  ft  ^is  ezcees  is  more  synne  J?an  synne  of 

]^e  fend  in  o  p^rsone.     ft  ]^us  ^ey  tumen  ^e  ende    of  ^&r 

pr^cbing  for-to  gete  bem  sicbe  godis.     ft  ]^is  entent  mut  nedis 

make  falsed  in  man^  of  ^0r  precbing,  for  }ei  sbapen  ]^&r  They      preach 

SAmouns  more  to  gete  hem  good  ]?an  to  profite  to  Je  cbircbe ;        ^  **'  ^^' 

ft  as  ]^e  firste  wile  of  ^e  fend  bigan  soone  in  silnestris  tyme, 

so  yis  secound  wile  bigan  in  grounding  of  Jtos  newe  ordris. 

be  ]^ridde  cause  ^at  letti^  trewe  pr^cbing  is  appropring  of  Appropriation 

of  ohiirohea« 

cbircbes.     for  wbanne  obircbes  ben  approprid,  ^es  ouratis  Appropriators 

tellen  not  bi  ]ns  prdcbing,  as  mnnkis  or  cbanouna  or  o^^re  nther    tithes 

collegies,  but  bi  gedering  of  godis;  ft  ]?n8  ^ey  ben  maad 

slowe  to  pr^be  ft  stronge  to  geder^  dymes  to  bem.    ft  J?is 

cautel  cam  latere  yn  ft  is  alarged  by  }e  pope.    J^e  foor]^  cause 

is  bringing  in  of  false  freris  bi  many  cuntreys ;  for,  as  it  is  False  friars 

seid  bifore,  ^ei  letten  trewe  prMsbing  to  renne  ft  maken 

curatis  bi  many  weyes  to  leeue  ]7is  moost  wor^y  offiss. 

First  )ej  robben  bem  many  weyes  ft  maken  hem  bisy  for 

to  lyue,  for  ^ey  deprauen  hem  to  yer  parischens  bi  florijshid  '^^^  ^**^^ 


wordis  }ab  }ey  bringen  yn ;    ft  no  drede  ^  sbapen  y&r  They     preach 
8«rmonns  bi  dyuy^siouns   ft  o^^re  iapis   bat   ]?ey   maken '[p.  n  ms.] 
moost  plese  be.puple.    ft  bus  bey  erren  in  bileue  ft  maken  that  no  others 

are  worth  any- 

fe  puple  to  trowe  to  hem  ]?at  s^rmouns  ben  nouft  but  in  J^er  thing. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


446 


DB  OFFICIO  PASTORALI. 


[Crap.  XXVL 


Simple  oarates 
are  afhdd  to 
preach. 


The  new  sects 
sin  worse  than 
Sodom  and 
Qomorrha* 


The  people  are 
infected  with 
this  sin. 


People  should 
not  giTc  to  the 
flriars. 


Court  of  Rome 
the  nest  of  Anti- 
christ. 


foorme  ft  ^us  ^ei  Btoppeii  symple  coratis  ^at  ]^i  doren  not 
prMshe  to  ^e  puple,  &  ^is  depute  of  pr^hing  of  crist  is  more 
]?an  defiEtnte  in  hereris.  ft  bo  as  crist  sdp  in  ]?e  gospel,  bo^e 
sodom  ft  gomor  shulen  be  lesse  pnnysbid  at  domes  day  ysn.  ^ 
Bewe  sectis  brou^t  yn ;  for  ]^ey  synneden  ih  mannus  seed,  bat 
]^es  synnen  in  seed  of  god,  ^at  is  goddis  word,  ^at  pr^s 
shulden  prM)be  to  tume  ^e  lewid  puple  to  god.  ft  as  it  is 
seyd  bifore,  J^e  puple  is  smyttid  bi  ]^is  synne,  for  ]w  puple 
assenti^  to  hem  bi  iapis  ft  wilis  fat  ]7ey  telleii  hem.  fe  puple 
shulde  not  trowe  to  J^e  prM^honr  what  eaer»  he  seye  In  ]ns 
staat,  but  jif  his  word  be  groundid  in  god  as  goddis  lawe  or 
snynge  J^er-oi.  for  ^is  staat  is  not  couenable  to  telle  iapis 
ne  bourdis  to  men,  but  fat  fst  wole  trewely  fede  }er  soule, 
as  is  ^e  gospel  ft  ofer  goddis  lawe.  ft  ^is  bourding  or  ojwre 
iapis  shulde  make  }?es  freris  suspect  heer^  ft  make  hem  waste 
worldly  wynnyng,  for  Jey  ben  worjy  myche  more  peyne; 
but  lewidnesse  of  fe  puple  maki]^  hem  nurshe  f^r  mooste 
enemyes.  ft  god  make  fis  enemyte  knownn.  for  ^is  is  )e 
laste  ft  ^  mooste  fendis  cautel;  but  good  wille  ft  trewe 
speche  of  goddis  lawe  shulde  make  hem  knowun.  for  failing 
of  goddis  word  ft  coueytise  of  menntM  good  shewen  opisly 
to  men  whoos  children  fat  fey  ben.  lord,  si^en  pari^shens 
shulden  take  ^e  pr^ching  of  f&r  oune  curat  ft  fe  mymstring 
fat  he  shulde  do,  for  ^at  shulde  suffise  to  fsi  puple,  Wby 
shulden  not  men  fle  fro  ^es  false  prophetis,  as  crist  biddij^  v^ 
fe  gospel?  but  bullis  of  J^e  court  of  rome  blynden  maDj 
men  heer^,  for  it  seme^  ^e  bed  of  errour  &  propr^  nest 
of  fln^tcrist. 


Capitulum  2[7"'] 


Sects  distwb  the  o 
Chnrch  militant. 


f  ^is  may  wise  men  see  fa^  fe%  four«  sectis  newe  broujt 

in,  as  emp^our  derkis,  munkis  ft  chanouns  ft  ^es  fonn 

ordris  of  freris,  disturblen  moost  )ns  fijtinge  chircb^ 

&  putten   it  fro   Je  oours  of  crist,   ft  Jus  Jes  men  \^ 

nurshen  hem,  as  worldly  lordis  &  fonnyd  comyns  ft  lewid 
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prMtifl^  ]?at  kuiinen  not  speke  or  dorefi  not  speke  in  goddis 
causoi  nurshen  an^fcrist  ft  hiae  traytoorly  ajentM  orist.  ^at 
ordrtf  "pat  crist  ba^  ordeyned  in  his  chirche  sholden  we  boldoi 
ft  mende  errotirs  in  ^is  ordr^;  &  not  bringe  in  newe  obarg 
to  >e  cbircbe.     for  *as  wanting  of  gode  partis  is  defaute  in  *[p.  17» mr] 

^  ,  ^  -  Superfluity  in  the 

ourtf  modir  body,  so  snptfrfiuyte  is  defiEiate  in  ^e  same  body;  Church  as  bad  as 

For  ^is  bringi]^  in  ydilnesse  ft  cbarging  of  booly  cbircbe« 

ft  bilene  tecbi]^  men  ]^at  per  is  as  mycbe  wit  in  ]7e  ordenannse 

of  crist  as  in  ]^e  wordis  of  bis  gospel;  and  bilene  tecbi^ 

on^r  pat  crist  faylide  not  to  bis  obircbe  to  jyue  bis  ordenannse 

to  it  in  ]?e  making  of  bir  partis,    for  men  putten  as  mycbe 

wit  or  more  to  good  ordenannse  of  man  as  to  worcbing  of 

man  aftir  J^is   ordenannse   bifore,    for  wiser^   men  moten 

ordeyne  first,  &  lesse  wiss  moten  worcbe  ^^r-aftir.     ft  ^is 

mone]^  many  men  to  speke  a^niM  ]?es  fonr^  sectis,  for  no 

man  kan  gronnde  bem  in  be  ordenannse  of  cristis  lawe,  ft  chritt  nve  no 

ground  for  these 

no  man  sei]?  ]?at  crist  format  bem  jif  crist  wolde  pat  ^ey  orders. 

weren  of  bis  cbircbe ;  ft  ^ns  men  pntten  ypon  crist  op&r  foly 

or  n^tfgligense.     bnt  wbo  sbnlde  ber«  ]?is  blasfemye  but  jif  be 

spake  sbarply  a^eniM  it?    cristis  ordenannse  is  put  bi-bynde 

ft  bis  lore,  ft  oper  bron^t  in,  ft  ^is  tomep  pe  cbircbe  ypsedoun, 

ft  letti^  men  to  sdme  crist.    and  lewid  foolis,  pat  arguen 

beery  pat  crist  ordeyned  not  ]^is  prdst,  sbulden  leme  pe  lawe 

of  porfirie,  boa  god  oideynede  in  a  oomyn  ]nng  aUe  pe 

syngoleris  per-ot    ft  Jus  dwelle  pon  in  pe  iust  bonndis  J«t  STySSTrtit 

god  hap  ordeyned  for  bis  pr^t,  ft  Jeanne  god  baf  ordeyned  gj^  p52£!** 

pee  in  pe  comyn  kynde  of  prratis.     but  an^tcrist  can-not  Intichristoannot 

groonde  J^at  god  ordeynede  pe  kynde  of  popis,  ne  of  opere  ordained    these 

emp^our  derkis,  ne  of  munkis,  ne  of  cbanouns,  ne  of  four» 

ordris  of  freris,  al  pf  be  ordeynede  good  to  come  of  bem; 

as  god  ordeynede  no  man  to  synne  al  pf  be  ordeynede  good 

to  come  of  synne.     ft  J^es  foury  ordris  smaccben  synne,  sijen  These  four  orders 

]?ei  tellen  not  first  cristis  ordenannse,  but  bringing  yn  of  pe 

fend  to  ren^rse  pe  ordenannse  of  crist.     ft  J^us  lordis  of  pis 

world  pat  mayntenen  lumpis  of  pea  ordris  ft  p$r  bonsis  ft 

possessiounsy  wij  opsre  J^ingis  pat  ]?ey  ban  fonndun,  moten 
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nedis  Bjnne,  in  as  myche  as  ^ei  reutfraen  oristis  ordenatwae, 

ft  in  ^at  yat  ^ej  letten  pore  prMtis  to  pr^die  ]^e  gospel  to  }e 

puple,  al  jif  ]^ey  ben  not  of  ^es  newe  oidris  }at  hen  dosid  in 

Cain's  catUet.     oayms  castels.    7  rede  not  of  oristis  apostlis  }at  }ey  keptefi 

]^is  man^  of  prM)hing,  whanne  ^e  hooly  goost  hadde  tau^t 

hem  to  gete  to  crist  al  }>is  world,    ft  ]?at  'prest  ]7at  sue)  ]iii 

?J^°*  ?*''V°'^  goost  is  i»  Jat  ordr^  }at  crist  haj*  ozdeyned.    wedding  wif 

Uw°in!S«^theBe  f®®  nowe  bilawis,  passinge  ]?e  wedding  wif  goddis  lawe, 

rotten  sectt.       makij  Jes  newe  totun  sectis  ft  pntti^  bi-hynde  J>e  sect  of 

crist.     ft  ^QS  J^es  ordris  newe  bronjt  in  biingen  wi^  hem  a 

newe  bileue,  ^at  noon  of  cristis  sect  wi]^-onten  hem  lyne)  so 

hoolyly  as  fey,  ^at  lordis  han  a  passinge  merit  to  groande 

•[p.  18  MS.]       Jtcs  ordris  ft  jyue  hem  godis,  but  fey  *wolen  not  do  }Ji 

charite,   be  }ej  nexiere  woxnn  so  ryche,   but  Jey  wolde* 

Th}eTe  destrie  o^&re  newe  ordris  f ot  ben  brou^t  in;  ft  J^us  ^ 

laste  ordrtf  of  freris  seif  a^entM  goddis  lawe  )7at  willefol 

begging  is  more  meedeful  fan  ony  lif  of  fes  of ^re  ordris. 


CapUtdum  28°^' 

m     en  may  se  bi  lif  of  ordris  hou  oristis  ordenaunse  is 
chriit  ordrined         lettid.    orist  ordevnede,  as  hym  )K)U3te  best,  bat  bis 

that  his  apostles  ^  '  ^        i      t  7    j 

»^«Wbesepara^  disciplis  aftir  his  steying  to  heuene  shulden  be  departid 
oon  fro  an  of  0r.     ft  ech  of  hem  shulde  haue  his  folc,  & 

sbonufti*  bo^  shulden  not  b*  weddid  wif  manniw  lawe,  ne  wif  folc,  ne  in) 

S  ^ptof  ^^^  housis,  but  holde  hem  payed  of  goddis  lawe,  ft  chaunge  folc 
as  god  mouyde  hem,  ft  haue  no  propr^  dwelling  of  f  ^  ouoey 
as  cnst  fer  maystir  tau^te  bifore.  Al  fis  is  reu^rsid  nou  bi 
help  ft  asseilt  of  men ;  for  herto  helpen  f  e  pope  ft  pr^latiB, 
worldly  lordis  ft  ordris  hem  silf,  ft  pore  men  ben  nedid  to 

The    chnrohet,  helpe  as  bcestis  led  to  be  killid.    costly  ohirchis'of  fes  ordris 

etOat  Oi  the  orders  ,    « • 

ruin  old  parish  ft  o>^e  housis  b({t  boY  han  destricu  olde  pariis  churdus 

chorohes.  '  m        t   ^  .  .       .     1  j 

fat  weren  ordeyned  bi  cristis  aposUis.  ft  sif  crist  is  loro 
of  alle  ft  not  contrarie  to  hym  silf,  no  drede  men  han  not 
his  godis  fus  to  reuerse  his  ordenaunse;  ft  fus  ben  maiiy« 
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cayms  castels  maad  &  maytened  to  iTes  ordris  axenus  leene  These       manj 

,  .    Q  Cain's  eastles  are 

of  Je  cheef  lord,     but  who  dredij>  J>«t  ne  he  is  wroj?  her-wij  ?  causeof   wars 

&  ^is  semejy  ]?e  cause  of  werris  &  wroDg;iB  J^at  ben  nou  growun 

in  J^e  chirche.     lordis  &  men  ^at  mitten  helpe  heer^  shulden 

make  men  turne  to  oristis  ordr^.     &  nf  p^souns  hadden  no  Parsons    would 

,  ,       p_  ,  -^  1.        ^  .   .  ^  bebetterwlthont 

glebe  &  no  propr^  hous  as  entage,  pey  sueden  more  crist  &  parsonage      or 

his  apostlis ;  &  wolde  god  J>ey  wolden  do  J>U8.     For  it  is 

takun  of  bileue  }at  Jre  ordenaunse  of  crist  bi-syde  siche 

housis  &  cloystris  spedib  more  to  do  his  s^ruyss  l^an  siche  since  the  re- 

'  .  lijfious     lesTS 

eonirane  ordenaunsis ;   &  her-fore  ^es  newe  ordns  moten  Christ's   rule, 

'  ^  .  their  life  is  also 

nedis  lyue  contrarie  to  crist.     for  sij^en  ordenaunsis  &  lyues  contrary      to 

^      Christ. 

gon  to-gidere  of  men  heer^,  as  cristis  ordenaunse  is  chaungid, 
so  lyues  of  J^es  lumpis  ben  chaungid,  &  no  drede  to  }e 
worse,  as  mannuf  ordenaunse  is  worse  ]^an  cristis.  &  ^it 
lordis  of  Ms  world  to  whom  crist  was  so  kynde  ben  not  Lords        haw 

'  priests  living  in 

payed  of  Jis  reu^singe,  but  ben  broujt  in  bi  Je  fend  to  theirhou^,who 

haue  dwellinge  in  ^er  housis  boj^e  curatis  &  Jes  newe  ordris,  ^«  ■'^  ^^^ 

as  ]?ou  mayst  se  in  lordis  housis  p^souns  or  munkis  or  / 

chanouns  &  algatis  freris  to  lede  ^er  meyne.     but  god  mut 

algatis  punyshe  Hs,  for  )>es  p^rsouns  shulden  kepe  ^er  sheep 

aftir  'pe  lawe  pat  god  ha];  jouyn  hem.     but  who  may  reu^rse 

goddis  ordenaunse  *heer0  but  }if  he  renne  in  his  offense,  &  *[p.  is6  ms.] 

yuB  lordis  synnen  heer^  bojre  a^entM  god  &  man  &  letten 

goddis  pees  to  be  tau^t,  &  ^us  londis  moten  nedis  be  dis- 

turblid.     &  as  anentis  ];es  newe  ordris  pat  ben  seated  in 

lordis  housis,  it  is  a  more  mkyndly  wondir,  &  helpij;  }e 

fend  to  marrtf  per  housis.    for  as  ^ey  seyn  pat  groundiden  Fonnden       of 

peB  cloystris,  pea  men  my^ten  no  more  dwelle  out  p&r-ot  ^an  monks  may  no 

fijs  myjte  dwelle  out  of  wat^*,  for  v^tu  pat  pej  han  per-  them  than  fish 

ynne.     for  ellis  pea  cloystris  weren  not  nedeful  ne  per  ooj 

to  kepe  per  reule.     &  siche  wondris  newe  broujt  in  moten 

nedis  marr^  men  of  ^e  world,  for  daliaunse  wi^  newe  deuels 

bringi];  in  newe  giles  to  lette  cristenmen.     but   sum  men  some  men  think 

grucchen  more  heer^  pat  p^souns  ben  holden  ^us  traytourly  parens      £om 

a^entM  J?e  s^ruyss  pat  crist  hap  lymytid  to  kepe  pe  soulis  of  tr 

his  sheep,  ft  no  drede  crist  prAsi^  moost  pis  offiss  among 

29 
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Sew  ttiMi'to*^®  o]7tfre,  &  jit  oofisentefi  J^es  worldly  lordis  i»  oowardiae 
nghto.  a^enfM  crist,  for  ^ey  destrien  not  aiche  traytonrs  of  god,  but 

^at  sholde  be  ^&r  hye  offiss. 


Capitulum  29**- 


'WbatmenBhoold 
be  cnntet,  and 
who  Bhonld 
obooMthem. 


m, 


ClahnB  of  the 
Pope,  of 

hisDops,  and  of 
lay  patrona. 


Simony        in 
appointments. 


Cnrates  should 
hare  only  food 
and  clothing, 


and  then  there 
would  be  no 
striving  for  cures. 


•[p.  19  MS.] 


en  my^ten  heer^  tonche  ou^  ]^is  what  maiur  man  is  able 
bi  god  to  be  cbosun  to  curatis  offiss,  &  who  sholde  cbese 
hym,  &  on  what  mai^^.  &  no  drede  siche  a  pr^st  )tft 
hajy  boj^e  wit  &  wille  to  do  ]^e  ]^re  offisis  of  an  herde,  ]mt  ben 
teld  bifore  tyme,  shulde  be  takun  to  J^is  offis  aftir  }e  lawe 
&  wille  of  god.  but  who  shulde  chese  hym  yerto  is  mjche 
strif  by  manntM  lawe;  as  }e  pope  sei)^  }»at  he  sbnlde 
lymyte  alle  curatis  to  siche  offisis.  bisohops  seyn  JntI  ^ 
shulden  jyue  siche  offiss  who  euer^  pr^sentij^,  &  lewyd 
patrouns  seyn  }at  }ej  shnlden  prraente  to  siche  offiss  bi  ^ 
lordchip,  but  goddis  lawe  telli^  litil  or  noujt  of  siche  chesMg 
of  curatis.  &  no  drede  }at  ne  coueytise  &  pride  reyngnen 
in  alle  ]?es  ^re  cheseris,  for  ]^e  pope  ha]^  ^  firste  frujtis  & 
many  jiftis  gon  bi  symonye,  &  two  o^sre  axen  s^ruyss  of 
hym  }at  J^ey  maken  curat.  &  ]^us  ]?enke»  summen  j'tft  ^ 
goddis  lawe  &  resoun  curatis  shulden  wel  do  yer  offiss  & 
haue  no  more  but  fode  &  hiling,  &  ojw  J^e  puple  ^at  shulde 
be  taujt  or  prMis  bi  ^er  oune  wille  shulden  chese  }^ 
s^ruyss  of  pr^stis;  &  Jeanne  it  wer^  more  meedeful,  and  do  stiii 
shulde  Jeanne  falle  aboute  ^e  godis  of  }ib  curat,  for  he  shulde 
haue  no  wast  godis  but  Jrat  ]^at  wer^  nedeful  to  his  offiss. 
&  instuyng  wi]?  inducting  &  mauy  6]^ ere  manniM  lawis  weie« 
not  to  charge,  but  ri}t  offiss  f&t  J'is  curat  shulde  do.  &  it 
semyjy  a  greet  Jrraldom  broujt  in  bi  an^tcrist  fat  a  pupl« 
}at  }e  pope  knowif  not,  as  he  knowij  not  J^is  able  pr««t 
shulde  be  nedid  bi  Je  pope  to  take  Jis  pr^t,  &  jyue  hym 
godis  more  ]^n  goddis  *lawe  lymyti}>  hou  euer^  ]^(t^  ^^ 
mynistrtf;  for  bo}^e  fis  almes  shulde  be  meedeful  &  £^7 
don  bi  goddis  lawe,  &  it  wer*  to  greet  s^uage  to  nede  me» 
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to  jyue  J?#r  godis  to  a  pr^st  ^at  dide  hem  harm,  je  jif  he  wer#  SS^«L*e?Jn 

cause  of  ^er  da»ipny«g.     but  }e  fendis  part  is  so  strong,  &  g^  "*«*  *^«!» 

streng^d  hi  ipocrisie  J^at  mmnus  lawe  is  so  hooly  &  biddi]? 

men  to  obesche  J^^rto  yp  payne  of  ^ir  dampnacioun,  ^at 

goddis  lawe  is  put  bihynde.     men  shulden  bi  goddis  lawe 

jyue  yis  almes  frely  &  wisely  to  ]^at  prelat  ^at  s^ruede  hem 

trewely  in  ]^is  offiss,  and  so  J^ey  moten  kunne  goddis  lawe 

&  holde  hem  payed  of  J^is  jifte,  for  ]^us  diden  poul  &  c}are 

apostlis.     what  lawe  shulde  reu^se  ^is  resoun  ?    &  it  semy]? 

not  a  popis  offiss  to  make  >ns  pr^latis  in  ynknowun  cuntreys ;  Popes  should  not 

,     ,  .       .  appoint  prelates 

for  it  is  ne^^  groundid  in  goddis  lawe  ]?dt  'p&r  shulde  be  in  distant  coon. 

siche  a  pope  ne  ^at  he  shulde  J^us  reule  }e  puple  bi  ]^e 

lordchip  of  his  lawe.     &  no  drede  jif  J^es  two  shulden  be, 

cnst  wolde  haue  ensaumplid  hem;  for  crist  failide  not  in 

siche  bye  poyntis  ]7at  weren  so  nedeful  to  his  chirche.     &  }vl3 

crist  in  leeuyng  of  yia  techi)?  ^at  it  shulde  not  be,  for  ellis 

crist  were  defauty  in  ordeynyng  for  his  chirche. 


Capitulum  SO"'- 

5  it  trewe  men  ban  delit  to  reherse  bis  bileue,  for  it  is  True  men  de- 

'  ^  /  '  ^  light  to  repeat, 

more  precious  Jan  ony  gold  or  precious  stoon,  &  triacle  *h*!iid  ^eTT 
to  lor^  &  many  oj^tfre  to  a^enstonde  'pe  fend  &  hise.  JjJ^^fo^^jJJl 

6  J?i8  bileue  stondi]^  in  Jis,  pat  no  man  shulde  sue  op&r  pope  ^*^^*- 
ne  bishop  ne  ony  aungel  but  in  as  myche  as  he  saep  crist,  for 
crist  is  boje  god  &  man.     &  pis  bileue  wolde  teche  lordis  to 
purge  }er  reumes  of  an^Vcrist ;   &  sipen  pei  han  many  skiles 

pat  pr^tis  shulden  not  be  pus  dowid,  bojre  bi  pe  olde  lawe 

&  pe  newe,  &  bi  pe  lif  pat  crist  ledde,  J^ey  shulden  be  heer^  loi^  who  be- 

hardy  in  bileue   &  lette  Jis  dowing  of  an^tcrist,  &  nej^  stop  endowment. 

obesche  to  pope  ne  bischop  but  ^if  J^ey  tau^ten  pat  ]rey  sueden 

crist  in  ^s.     &  seyntis  Jat  pej  kunnen  alegge  shulden  neper 

be  heertf  suyd  ne  trowid,  but  ^if  it  be  taujt  pat  ]?ei  sueden 

crist  in  pat  pai  pej  helden  wi]^  pia  dowing.    &  sij^en  lordis  han 

conscience  her-of  &  it  is  synne  to  do  a^entM  conscience,  JTcy 
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shulden  axe  of  popis  &  pr^latis  hon  ^ey  grounden  ^is  in  crist. 
&  }if  ^ej  wolen  not  or  kunnen  not,  in  'pat  pej  shewen  ^at  ^j 
ben  foolis  to  holde  J^is  &  lyue  ^^-afdr,  si^  it  is  not  groundid 
vpon  Crist.  &  }if  pej  seyn  }at  crist  groundi^  it  to  be  don  of 
his  Tikeris,  shewe  pej  wher^  &  in  what  man^,  &  panne  per 

•[p.  196  MS.]  conscience  is  clerid.  &  jif  J^ey  *gabben  or  feynen  beerff  men 
shulden  not  trowe  hem  in  ^is,  but  haue  hem  suspect  of  erronr, 

Chrut  always    gjv  i,ey  g^d  ^iot  cHst  in  Hs.    for  crist  was  neu^re  axid 

gare  a  reason-        s     m    j  m 

quCTttoaT"^    questioun  paX,  ne  he  suyde  his  godhed  &  made  aseejy  Tpon 
resoun  to  hem  pai  aziden  J^is  questioun  of  hym.     &  p\x&  shul- 
den kyngis  axe  ^e  pope  hou  he  groundi]^  J^is  dowing  on  crist, 
&  to  robbe  p\3A  reumes,  &  to  make  hym  pr^latis  at  his  wiUe, 
si]?  crist  tau^te  his  apostlis  to  chese  mathy  hi  lot.      &  p\& 
iiot*^o^    *^**"or  P^^cipl®  0^  bileue  shulden  prtfstis  holde  &  lerne  goddis  lawe, 
chriflt'8  mJSS-  *  °^^  obesche  to  pope  or  bishop  but  in  J>at  pat  crist  groundi]^ 
*3^-  it;  &  in  J?is  cause  fey  may  chalenge  help  of  Jer  erj?ely  lord, 

&,  ^if  hem  faylide  help  heer^,  be  redy  to  suffers  martirdom. 
&  ciprian  made  ^'is  lawe,  &  it  is  in  ^^e  popis  bokis,  pc^  crist 
onely  shulde  be  herd  in  ]^t  pat  he  speki];  moost  principaly. 
&  pxxA  si]?  nef  ^  popis  ne  bischopis  kunnen  grounde  hi  crist  }ds 
curatis  offiss,  ne  pat  fey  shulden  f us  make  p^rsouns,  fe  chirche 
shulde  a^^nstonde  hem  &  tume  a^en  to  goddis  lawe  in  Jse 
KJn«ii  should  lyuyng  of  curatis.  &  it  fallif  to  kyngis  beer*  to  ordeyne  fca 
prtflatis  hi  goddis  lawe,  for  fey  shulden  quykene  fe  kyngis 
puple  &  helpe  fat  f e  kynge  ledde  not  deuels.  &  sif  f is  is  fe 
fouleste  offiss  fat  men  ban  heer^  in  erfe,  kyngis  shulden 
helpe  &  mayntene  per  curatis  a^entM  an^tcrist  &  hise ;  &  f  us 
^if  f  is  bileue  of  poul  wer^  wisely  suyd  of  clerkis  &  defendid 
of  worldly  lordis,  as  fey  ben  holdun  to  defende  it,  errours 
of  reumes  shulden  be  destried  fat  ben  brou^t  in  hi  an^- 
crist.  for  wise  curatis  shulden  a^enstonde  it  &  seculer 
All  these  e^is  lordis  shulden  mayntene  hem,  &  f  us  noon  errour  in  goddis 

come  from  foUy  jit  o 

rioS^'of^toSL^^*^®  reyngnyf  but  for  foly  of  clerkis,  &  for  sloufe  of 
worldly  lordis  fat  helpen  not  heer^  a^entM  f e  fend.  &  fas  of 
alle  worldly  godis  fat  clerkis  ban  in  per  bond,  bof e  clerkis 
&  pore  men  shulden  be  lordis  of  f  es  godis,  for  fey  shulden 
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lyue  i«  grace  &  haue  of  hem  hit  hem  nedi> ;   &  no  drede  Jes  Lordahip  of  the 

*  olergy  should  be 

two  shuldew  be  goostly  lordis  &  not  worldly.     &  many  men  g"«"*^^  ■■.  " 

may  be  to-geder^  Jus  goostly  lordis  of  o  fyng,  &  hane  vss  J»flt  ^  »»«▼«». 

acordijy  to  hef;»  of  J^e  same  ^ing  wi^-outen  chiding,  as  seyntes 

}at  ben  in  henene  han  vss  of  alle  }e9  worldly  godis,  but  ]^y 

wasten  not  ^es  godis  bat  han  ioye  }at  goddis  wille  is  don  of 

hem ;   &  ^is  is  }e  freest  yss  ^at  men  han  off  worldly  godis. 

&  'pus  }if  ]7is  principle  of  bileue  wer^  wel  practisid  of  ^e 

chirche,  goddis  lawe  shulde  tume  a^en  &  manDtM  lawe  shulde 

be  dispisidy  for  no  dedis  shulden  be  acceptid  but  ^if  ]^ey  ben 

groundid  in  cristis  lawe,  &  so  alle  man^  of  men  *  shulden  •[?.  20  ms.] 

stonde  in  ground  of  crist  &  his  lawe. 


Gapitulum  31*"- 

i       t  wertf  for  to  wite  ou^  J^is  hou  cristis  chirche  is  disseyned 

bi  suppHyng  of  vikeris,  &  Jes  p^rsouns  ben  absent  }e  ^^j«"* .  c^™*" 
while,     for  J^es  p^souns  moten  nedis  s^rue  crist  or  in 
doynge  wel  or  in  sufferinge,  &  herfore  J^ey  han  of  cristis 
chirche  }er  large  hir^  of  goddis  godis.     ech  siche  p^rsoun  mut  J^«  SSS**f " 
nedis  answer*  bi  resoun  to  god  for  alle  his  sheep,  but  manntM  ^  ^^^k, 
lawe  bigili^  not  god   to  answer*  Jtus  for  herdis  offiss,   & 
j^*rfore  it  mut  be   groundid  in  goddis  lawe   to  holde  }xib 
residense  bi  viker*.    but  it  semy^  c^rteyn  of  goddis  lawe  pat  ^^^^^^^wJijJI 
noon  may  teche  Jis  bi  resoun  to  be  Jus  herde  of  J^es  sheep,  Wn"eif- 
&  to  be  puB  absent  fro  hem ;  &  herfore  it  semyj  not  but  to  be 
a  feynyng  of  pe  fend.     &  J^drfore  Jis  herdis  floe  may  resonably  5jl^°***^  "tf.^ 
wij^-drawe  his  hir*  for  he  trauelij?  not  on  hem  bi  pat  lawe  ^J®^'^"®*^®*^'* 
pat  he  aidp  his  hir*.     &  cursing  is  a  fendis  fynding  to  curse  To  onne  for 
men  bus  for  worldly  godis ;   for  banne  hauyng  of  bes  godis  more  care  for 

.,  WW/  J  .,0^0  money  than  for 

is  more  desirid  J^an  blessing  of  per  sheep ;  but  who  may  holde  the  flock, 
charite  &  puB  chese  pia  worldly  hauyng  ?  for  a  man  shulde  loue 
more  his  sheep  Jan  alle  his  godis  or  his  body,  sij  he  shulde 
putte  his  lif  for  his  sheep,  as  crist  dide.     &  pis  mouej  many 
men  to  sette  litil  bi  siche  cursing ;  for  whanne  man  cursej  vn- 
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skilefhly,  he  ouni^  hym  silf  &  not  his  sheep,    also  fn  offiai 
of  goostly  herde  moten  haue  his  presence  wij^  his  sheep ;  for 
who  can  pr^she  to  his  sheep,  or  defende  hem  £ro  wolues,  or 
heele  hem  as  cnratis  shnlden,  btft  fif  he  be  present  wi^  hu 
d^Sit^?«SS  3^e®P?    &  fufl  wcli®  residense  bi  viker  maki>  hym  to  leese 
thc^  curate    to  ^erdis  offiss  &  J^is  excnsi)  hym  not  to  god,  ne  his  Biraj^s 
in  }e  mene  tyme  maki]?  hym  herde  of  ^es  sheep,  ne  wor^j 
to  take  ^is  hir^  of  god.     pf  he  waste  tyme  in  ^is  absenee 
&  profite  not  to  hooly  chirohe,  J^ys  los  of  tyme  accnsi^  hym 
fi^n/ISfSouSJ  ^ifore  crist,  >e  firste  herde.     jif  he  do  good  to  }e  chirche  w 
work  of  A  curate,  p^^iyj^g  q^  \^  studiyngd,  leue,  what  is  J^is  to  herdis  offis,  al 
|if  it  dispose  men  Jr^rto.   men  may  wel  jyae  to  siche  ]w  almes, 
but  not  as  to  herdis  of  hem.     &  sij^  god  hati)'  falsed  of  men, 
yis  shulde  not  be  don  bifore  god.     &  si j^  a  man  in  no  staat 
shulde  do  ou^t  }at  he  shamede  to  do  bifore  god,  it  semy)  ]tft 
no  man  shulde  holde  J^is  offiss  &  be  absent  in  his  bodr. 
&  Jrus  men  ben  not  contynuel  herdis  for  ye  tyme  ^at  }ej  ben 
absent  &  kepen  not  ^er  sheep  bi  ^er  prraence,  al  ^if  j'CJ 
•[p.  206  MS.]      profiten  to  J?e8  men.     for  *ech  man  }at  is  in  grace  profitij'  to 
ech  able  man  goostly,  &  ]^us  ech  siche  wer^  herde  of  ech,  but 
^is  abusioun  wer^  to  straunge.     }if  a  man  be  presently  njj  ^ 
sheep,  &  fayle  not  to  fede  hem  &  to  defende  hem  &  to  greesse 
hem  in  tyme,  his  bodily  pr^sense  is  skilefnl  to  hym  to  dwelle 
d  ^**hS' d^*    ^P^^ ^ sheep.    &  J^us J?e p^rsonn yataiye wouke disposij hym 
Umes^iSJ^*'    to  prMshe  to  his  sheep  or  to  defende  hem  &  greesse  hc«i, » 
yat  his  absense  be  resonable,  dweUi^  a  shepparde  al  J^is  tyme; 
ft  his  presence  doi]'  his  cur^  ft  counforti^  his  sheep  &  febH^ 
^er  enemyes.    ft  as  glotonns  argnen  }at  bi  ^e  same  skile  }fj 
mreUnge    eay  may  ete  more  til  J^at  ^ej  han  etan  to  myohe,  so  hind  hp& 
a?ew  da  *^'  arguen  heer^  J^at,  bi  )>e  same  skile  Jat  Jey  may  be  absent  bo  ■ 
not  more!         j^es  sheep  fourtf  dayes  or^  fyne,  Jey  may  be  absent  for*  ' 
mone^e  or  an  half  jeer  or  more  tyme :    ft  ^is  reeoun  ha^  in<^  i 
Hard  to  bUme  a  colour  of  herdis  bot  studion  in  scole.     ft  y  can-not  answew  | 

manir bo  absents  '^  ^  ., 

gS^uw  '*^^  ^^'*  ^^^  ^^  studien  goddis  lawe,  ft  in  Je  mene  tyme  faileo 
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not  to  }0r  sheep  in  J^ingis  ^at  perteyneM  to  }0r  offiss.    but  for 

bodily  residense  of  an  able  herde  ypon  his  sheep  is  more  sikir  Bat  it  ii  t afer 

to  FCndo* 

yan  siche  absence^  it  is  good  to  chese  J?e  siker^.    also  as  poul 

sei^,  ech  man  shal  ber^  his  oune  charge,  &  J^us  Jre  viker  of  j^is 

herde  is  chargid  for  his  onne  p^rsone  as  myche  as  he  may 

herd,  hou  berif  he  J?e  pdrsouws  charge?     For  in  tyme  o^Jhere^wSe^ 

apostlis  J?«t  iurisdiccfoan  was  not  brou^t  in,  but  oon  shulde  ^Jjjjf^^g,  ^ 

pr«5he  i»  o  tyme  &  an-oj^er  in  an-o)w;    alle  Jes  weren 

p«r8ouns  of  ]^es  sheep  &  he  J^ot  more  tan^te  was  beter^  curat. 

&  Jrus  it  semy]?  ]?at  it  shulde  be  of  many  p^rsones  of  o  paries, 

&  J^at  p^soun  yat  profit!]?  mor^  is  beter#  herde  to  ^is  paries. 

for^ellis  men  my^ten  feyne  falsly  as  many  herdis  as  J^ey 

wolden,  &  echoon  to  pile  be  puple  wher^  oon  sufficide  for  PariahM       are 

'  *^        r      r   tr  burdened  by  the 

hem  alle.     as  pr^st  &  viker  &  p^soun,  official,  erchedekene  many  gnde«  of 

'^  *^  '  '  clergy  and  offl- 

&  bischop,  "wiy  many  men  bitwixe  hem,  ben  ful  chargious  to  ciais. 

^e  paries,  &  yei  alle  don  not  ^e  offiss  ^at  a  good  herde  shulde 

do ;   but  siche  charging  of  ^e  chirche  shulde  be  fled  as  greet 

synne.    for  it  is  nou^  to  bigile  god  &  make  an  vnhable  man 

p^rsoun  ^at  can-not  on  herdis  cur«  but  his  sheep  kunnen 

gou^me  hym,  al  af  he  geder^  bi  a  proctour  he  fruytis,  as  if  all  a  panon 

need    do    is    to 

offeringis  &  dymes.     for  ellis  a  child  or  a  greke  or  what  offis  gather  the  tithea 

DY  a  proctor,  a 

yat  he  bartf  my^td  be  p^rsoun  heera  in  englond  }if  ^e  pope  cuid  or  a  Greek 
hadde  ^ouyn  hym  leeue,  but  siche  J^at  is  not  goddis  orde- 
naunse  excusij?  not  at  domes  day. 


Gapitulum  32~- 

b      y  ^is  sentence  may  men  se  hou  }iB  pr^lacye  is  perelous 

for  it  is  not  fully  groundid  in  crist  *ne  in  o^er  of  his  '[p.  21  ms.] 
lawis.    for  be  fend   hab  mouyd  men  bi  pride  ft  bi  The  devil  mores 

'  X  .^  «^  men  to  undertake 

coueytise  forto  bihete  Jot  J>ey  wolen  do  more  Jan  ]?ey  ban  mow  ti»a  they 
power  or  wit  to  do;  for  take  yen  hede  to  our^  popis,  to 
bischops  &  to  our*  p^rsouns,  and  J^ey  reckon  litil  of  }'*''5Jw^***^ttSr 
charge  hou  myche  it  be  ft  hou  large,   so  J«t  hem  come  ^^yg^JI'^^SZ 
vynnyng  &  worldly  worchip  bi  }0r  staat.      ft  so  si  J  Je^y*** 
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Btaat  of  pr^lacye  taki]^  sumwhat  of  goddis  lawe  &  sumwhat 

of  manntu  lawe  contrarie  to  goddis  lawe,  trewe  men  shnldefi 

sanuMns     hold  purge  hia  staat  &  lyue  dene  bi  goddis  lawe.     for  saracenes 

much  of  Christ's  *^.,®    /  .      ,     ,,  ,  «         .     .      ,  V    ^       !_ 

Uw,  hut  have  wip  Opera  secus  holden  myche  of  cnstis  lawe,  but   opere 

mixedolherlaws ,     •^.     ^  ^  .  /     o. 

with  it.  lawiB  )?at  ]7ey  meddlen  maken  }is  sect  displese  to  god;  & 

So  have  the        god  woot   whoF  strauwge  la  wis    ben  meddlid  more    Tndir 

ouM  pope  wi)?  cristis  lawe  Jan  )?ey  ben  meddlid  in  ojtfre 

sectis.     it  semy]?   ^at  prratis  J^at  kepen  pari^schis   sbuldefi 

tecbe  bem  ]?e  gospel  of  orist  boje  bi  lif  &  bi  word,  &  moue 

bei7i  to  bolde  charite,  &  bisie  hem  not  in  o^are  }ingia  neper 

of  ]?e  world  ne  ma»nt<«  lawe,   &  make  obediense   to   }er 

Priests  should  he  pr^latis  as  myche   as   goddis  lawe  techij.     fode  &   hiling 

clothing  hj  the  moten  pej  haue ;  &  it  is  skileful  J?at  per  paries  fynde  he« 

no  more  about  ]?ese  bi  title  of  almes,  &  take  pey  no  more  hede  to  dymes. 

but  pia  lif  mut  nedis  be  brou^t  in  bi  litil  &  litil  for  an^tcrist 

&  )?is  lore  wer^  good  to  p^rsouns,  to  ^yue  no  tribut  to  per 

pr^latis  &  make  no  straunge  dispensis  but  jif  goddis  lawe 

mouyde  per-to.     for  alle  pes  dispensis  at  }e  laste  moten  be 

The  people  are  gederid  of  pore  men ;    &  certis  bis  is  a  foul  offiss  of  a  prest 

rohbed    to    pay  . 

fees.  to  robbe  bis  puple  to  ^yue  to  biscbop  or  ercbedekene  godis 

pat  god  biddi]?  not.  as  sen  age  &  procurasies^  &  opere  tributis 
pat  ben  feyned,  ben  not  groundid  in  goddis  lawe  &  J^^rfore 

itisiawftiitopay  ™e*»  shulden  dispise  hem.     jyuyng  of  taliage  to  pe  kyng  is 

taxes  to  the  ing.  j^j^j^  groundid  in  goddis  lawe,  for  orist  jaf  mekely  to  pe 
emp^our  tribut,  as  pe  gospel  sei]?,  but  be  ^af  not  to   pe 

Good  curates     bye  bischops  ne  pharisees  ne  saducees.     but  siche   cuxatis 

must    expect 

perseouUon.  moten  arme  hem  vnp  help  of  god  &  of  trewe  men,  for 
cursingis  &  suspendingis  wolen  renne  a^eniM  siche  curatis. 
si]?  bischops  of  ierusalem  maden  crist  be  cursid  &  suspendid 
for  pej  seiden  he  was  not  on  goddis  half  but  wij?  belsebnb 
a  prince  of  deuels,  &  pej  puttiden  men  out  of  synagoge 
)?at  confessiden  crist  apertly,  &  aftir  pel  suspendiden  hym 
in  pe  cros  ful  felly.  J^is  hangyng  vp  vsid  nou  is  not  so  fel 
but  fals  ynow ;  for  pej  wolen  hange  vp  treu]>e  &  mayntenyng 

They  may  he       of  goddis  lawe ;  &  ]7ei  ponderen  wi]?  jns  suspending  pat  bei 

suspc&dcwl  t 

don  it  for  ri^twisenesse  to  teche  curatis  obedience  &  meke- 
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Hesse  bi  goddis  lawe,  &  al  ]?i8  is  falsly  feyned  bi  an^ioristis 

•ipocrisie.     but  trewe  prMtis  shulden  trowe  heete  Jat  nej?tfr  •[?.  21ft  ms.] 

}e  word  of  }er  pr^lat  ne  )?e  word  of  ]^er  somenonr  ban  so 

mycbe  maliss  m.}  hem  }at  ne  J^ey  may  pr^ibe  &  s^ue  god  but  they  should 

aftir  ]7i8  suspending.     &  ^e  moost  barm  "pat  ^ei  don  is  priuyng  of  BupensioD. 

or  sleyng ;  &  ]ds  sbulden  curatis  mekely  suffers,  for  ]?is  wolde 

turne  bem  to  mycb^  good.     &  summen  tellen  wi^  mycbe 

declaring  ^at  ground  of  )?is  bej^en  custom   springi]?  in  J^e  The  pope  teat  the 

cbircbe  of  ^e  pope  &  of  "pe  floo  ground  id  on  bym.     &  jit  J^is  heathen  custom. 

man  bi  ipocrisie  sei]?  J^at  be  sue)?  nexst  crist  of  alle  J^e  men 

beer^  in  er^,  &  ba^  moost  power  of  crist  &  of  feynyng  of  J^is  He  claims  to  re« 

power ;   bou  be  pr^sentij?  cristis  p^sone  &  passi]?  alle  cristis 

apostlis  in  graunting  of  priuylegies  &  pardoun,  it  passi]?  many 

menntM  wit  for  greetnesse  of  J^is  power.     &  summen  seyn  "pat 

piB  specbe  falli]?  not  fro  fendis  gabbing  but  jif  pe  pope  speke  but  it  must  be  by 

,.,  ^.  .,,,.  A  n      contraries   (as  a 

Di  pe  contrtfne,  as  a  mount  bab  bis  name  of  mouyng,  for  mount  is  so  called 

from  moTing)  > 

among  alle  men  in  erpe  pis  ipocrite  lyue]?  ferrest  fro  crist. 

crist  badde  not  propr^  good  wber-ynne  be  sbulde  reste  bis  Contrasu     be- 

'^     *^       ^  J  tween  Christ  and 

bed ;    men  seyn  ]7is  pope  ba^  more  ]?an  balf  of  \q  empire  the  pope. 

wi]?-outen  bis  spuyling.      crist  was  moost  meke  &  moost 

s^uysable  &  girte  bym  wi^  a  clo^  &  wayscbide  bis  disciplis 

feet,  as  ]7e  gospel  of  icon  telli]? ;   ^e  pope  sitti]?  in  bis  troone 

&  maki]?  lordis  to  kisse  bis  feet,    crist  wente  mekely  fro  plase 

to  place  &  prtfcbide  ]?e  gospel  &  taujte  pouM;    pQ  pope 

dwelli]?  in  auynoun  &  doi]?  not  ]?is  but  pe  contrarie.     &  so  Pope  dwells 

si]?  J^at  an^icrist  is  be  pai  is  ajenw  crist,  it  semy]?  bi  bis  ^      ^^^' 

feyned  lif  pai  be  is  opyn  an^icrist.     &  jif  be  sbulde  be  clepid 

an  bil  for  stablenesse  in  J^is  lif,  ^is  bye  bil  eclipsi]?  J^is  sunne  He  is  a  hiu  that 

&  maki)?  wyndis  &  yuele  wederis ;   for  goddis  lawe  is  lettid  (ChrST).*  *  ^^ 

to  sbyne  bi  lawis  pat  ^is  bil  Tsi]?,  &  ooolding  fro  cbarite 

maki)?  stormes  bi  J'is  bil;   but  grace  of  god  ba]?  belpid  men  Ood  has  helped 

to  cleue  \\&  bil  &  make  it  knowun,  &  god  contynue  bis  belp  this  hiu. 

beer^  &  make  bis  lawe  to  sbyne  frely.    Amen. 

Explicit  troctatiM  de  offiota  pastorali. 
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DE   PAPA. 


I  HATE  no  doubt  that  this  tract  is  genuine.  Beside  the  presamp- 
tion  in  its  favour  from  its  occurrence  in  the  Ashburnham  MS.,  the 
internal  evidence  is  very  strong.  Not  only  the  views  are  Wyclif 's ;  the 
arguments  and  illustrations  are  such  as,  he  frequently  uses  in  his 
authentic  writings.  Thus  the  mention  of  a  cord  and  a  man's  neck  (p. 
476),  as  examples  of  things  good  in  themselves  that  may  be  bad  in 
combination,  is  to  be  found  also  in  the  Trialogus  (p.  306). 

The  date  of  the  tract  is  probably  about  1380.  The  reference  to  the 
doctrine  of  Transubstantiation  shows  that  Wydif  had  already  made  up  his 
mind  on  this  point,  but  the  Schism  is  spoken  of  (Chapter  u.)  in  a  tone 
which  implies  that  it  was  still  recent.  Spencer's  Crusade  was  not  yet  on 
foot,  or  we  should  have  had  some  notice  of  it. 

How  far  Wyclif  had  gone  in  opposition  to  the  formal  organization  of 
the  Church  is  shown  by  his  assertion  (Chapter  v.)  that  neither  tonsure, 
dress,  nor  bishop's  words  make  the  priest,  but  power  given  by  Chnst. 
The  development  of  the  same  thought  in  Chapter  xi.  shows  that  this  is 
no  hasty  outburst,  but  a  deliberate  expression  of  opinion. 

Copied  from  the  Ashburnham  MS.  MM. 
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De  Papa. 
•tP-25M8.]  *Gapitulum  ^rimum. 


SSi  w^hii  pro- S      ®^  ^^i  ^^  ieremye  }at  he  wakide  eerly  to  Hb  puple 

fil'uwfburmS         ^  criede  his  lawe  bi  his  prophetis,  }at  weren  martrid  in 

would  not  hear.  goddifl  cause  &  for  profit  of  his  ohirche,  boJ?e  for  derkis, 

ProT.  1.  [20-28.]  lordis  &  comyns.     but  god  seij?  by  Salomon  "pat  his  wisdom 

crye]?  in  stretis  but  men  dispisen  his  counsel  &  wolen  not  lyae 

bi  his  lore,  &  J^^fore  god  shal  leyje  in  Jto  tyme  pat  pej  shalen 

perische ;  Jeanne  pei  shulen  crie  to  hym  &  he  shal  not  he» 

&  spede  hem.     pus  god  moue]?  many  men  in  tyme  of  grace 

to  telle  his  lawe;   &  jit  an^icrist  dispisi]?  it  &  lordis   ben 

n^^gligent  in  per  help.     &  for  pr^stis  faylen  heer^  on  per  syde, 

Sjjaj    P"«*8    as  opere  men  don,  summe  pr^stis  J^enken  pat  pej  shulden 

^?d  to  teach    ^ryo  &  telle  goddis  lawe  to  pe  puple  j   for  it  may  falle  pat 

pej  bo]7e  shulen  peiische  for  per  n^^gligense.      ground  of 

chriBt  WM  the  cristenmenntM  bileue  seit   bat  crist  is  god  &  man,  &  -was 

poorest  of  men,  '     •*  °  ' 

?°^  /v^  '°^*  porerste  man  of  lif  &  mekerste  &  moost  virtuous,     cristen- 

lowed  him.  * 

men  taken  ouar  pat  petr^  was  cristis  viker,  &  suyde  hym 
in  man^  of  lif  &  taujt^  pe  chirche  bi  his  lore.  J^e  fend 
hadde  enuye  to  crist  &  opere  men  pat  suyden  hym,  & 
temptide  pr^stis  to  worldly  lordchipis  as  he  temptide  crist  in 
his  p^9one  &,  as  he  livedo  in  J^is  tempting  &  seyde  pat  he 
wolde  jyue  to  crist  alle  pe  reumes  of  pe  world  so  pat  be 
"^^Jeviihasgot  ^olde  louto  hym,  so  bi  craft  of  his  lesingis  he  ha)?  getun 
lordahip.  lordchip  to  clcrkis.     so  pat  nou  myche  of  )?is  world  holdi^  on 

an^/cristis  syde ;  as  many  seyen  pat  pe  pope  shulde  bi  v^tn 
of  oristis  lif  be  seculer  lord  of  al  J^is  world,  &  bi  his  leene 
kyngis  ben  lordis.  &  pe  fendis  part  is  heer^  so  strong  & 
colourid  wi]?  so  many  cautels  pat  fewe  men  doren  putte  hem 
out  to  stonde  &  speke  for  goddis  cause,  but  jit  men  trowen, 
as  ]«i  doren,  pat  crist  chees  to  be  pore  to  jyue  ensaumple  to 
his  prdstis  &  oj^^re  men  to  triste  in  god,  &  leeue  to  triste  in 
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yia  world  for  ^ej  moten  dye  &  leene  it.  &  petre  was  pore 
aftir  crist,  &  alle  )?e  apostlis  but  scarioth,  for  he  wolde  be 
riche  &  baue  in  propre,  &  yia  broa^t  hym  to  doable  de}. 
but  }e  fend  ha]?  blyndid  men,  bo^e  clerkis  &  lordis,  in  }e 
chirche  }at  J^ey  bileuen  }e  contrarye ;  &  yis  defaute  in  bileue 
reu^si]?  cristenmenntM  lif,  &  letti]?  hem  to  sue  orist.  for  ]?e 
fend  coueyti^  myche  to  quenche  bileue  in  }e  chirche,  for  ]?is 
is  ye  firste  v^rtu  &  g;round  of  cristis  religioun.  &  for  ]?e  pope 
is  holdun  moost  &  nexst  viker  of  iesu  crist,  l^tfrfore  le  fend  The   deru   has 

brought  together 

in  Je  pope  ha]?  gederid  many  worldly  poyntis  *bo)?e  of*[p.  2WMs.] 
lordchip  &  worldly  lif,  &  castij?  to  disseyue  )?e  chirche  bytbePope. 
hym.     For  manye  taken  as  bileue  yat  he  may  not  do  amys,  Many  beiiere 
but  what  "ping  pat  he  graunti^  or  sei]?  crist  mut  conferme  it ;  cannot  err. 
&  hi  Jds  cautel  of  ]?e  fend  ben  many  men  dampnyd  to  helle. 
&  ground  of  al  ^is  disseyt  is  lesing  contrarye  to  treu]?e; 
for  as  pe  fend  disseyuede  eue  hi  lesing  pat  she  shulde  not  dye, 
whanne  god  hadde  seyd  pat  she  shulde  dye  what  day  ]?at  she 
eet  of  ]?e  appul,  so  pe  fend  disseyue]?  ]?e  chirche  hi  oon  as  opyn  People  are  led 
lesing,  1?at  crist  was  heer^  worldly  lord-  moost  hye  of  alle  Christ      held 

'^     ■'  ,       ^  ,  ^  ''  ivorldlj   lord- 

oyere,  &  so  shulde  his  yiker  be  pat  is  clepid  ]?e  pope  of  rome.  B^ip>  and  that 
but  whanne  crist  was  temptid  heer*  he  seyde :  "  go,  satanas."  ^oiiid  do  lo. 
to  teche  alle  cristenmen  hou  ]?at  crist  wolde  be  pore ;   &  ^it 
"per  ben  fewe  men  pat  wolen  defende  ]?is  bileue,  for  an^tcrist 
ha]?  many  clerkis  pat  maken  it  derk  hi  many  weyes. 


Gapitulum  2'*- 

i       t  wertf  to  wite  oner  hou  god  shewi]?  loue  to  his  chirche  God's  lore  to  hia 
hi  dyuysioun  of  ]?es  popis  pat  is  nou  late  fallun.     our^  the^creat^^m. 
bileue  techi^  hi  poul  pat  alle  ]?ingis  fallen  to  good  Rom.  tul  [28.] 
to  goddis  children  pat  dreden  hym,  &  ]?us  shulden  cris- 
tenmen take  hem.    pe  firste  bok  of  goddis  lawe  telli]?  hou 
god  manaasside  ]?e  fend :   ''  y  shal  putte  enemyte,"  sei]?  god,  [Oen.  Ui.  i5.] 
**  bitwize  ]?ee  Jb  womman,  &  bitwixe  ]?y  seed  &  heer^  seed, 
&  she  shal  al  to-squatte  ^yn  heed."    &  so  taken  summen  pat 
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£St*in*^MTO  ^^^^y  preyer  of  Je  chirche  maad  to  criat  &  his  modir  moue^ 
SiS"broken  the  ^5"™  ^  sende  ^iB  graco  doun  to  departe  ]?e  heed  of  an/tcrist,  so 
^^j  of  Anti-  j^^  ijig  falsed  be  more  knowun.  &  it  seme)?  to  hem  ^at  Je 
duist°Sno«  he  ta  P^P^  ^  an^icnst  hecw  in  er^e.  for  he  is  ajentM  erist  bojie 
ff^andSSJ-  "*  ^^  *  ^^  ^^'®*  ^"^^  ^®*  moost  pore  man  fro  his  birje  to 
ofriBt  was  poor;  ^^^  ^^h  *  ^®^^  worldly  lichees  &  beggyng,  aftir  ^e  staat  of 
riche^^^  ^°^®*i«nocen8e;  but  an^tcnst  a^eaiM  )?lb,  fro  ^e  tyme  }at  he  be 
maad  pope  til  ]^  tyme  }at  he  be  deed  hee»,  ooueyti^  to  be 
worldly  riche,  &  casti)?  bi  manye  shrewid  weyes  hou  ^at  he 
chrirtwumeek;  may  l^us  be  riche.     crist  was  moost  meke  man  &  bad  leme 

the      Pope      is        -^  ' 

proud.  j^ig  of  hym;   but  me»  seyen')7flt  )?e  pope  is  moost  proud 

man  of  er^e,  &  makip  lordis  to  kysse  his  feet  wher«  crist 

Christ  was         wayschide  his  postlis  feet.     Grist  was  moost  homely  man  in 

familiar;  j  r  j 

lif,  in  dede  &  in  word ;  men  seyen  \a\,  \\&  pope  is  not  nexst 

crist  in  ]?is,  for  wher^  crist  wente  on  his  feet  bo)?e  to  citees 

ttiePope Bhuto    &  Htil  tounnes,  ^ey  seyen  ]7is  pope  wole  be  closid  in  a  castel 

acasUe.  ^^ij;  greet  aray.     Wher^  crist  cam  to  icon  baptist  to  be 

•rp.  26M8°]       baptisid  of  hym,  \^  pope  sendij?  *  aftir  men  to  come  to  hym 

ran^ons  men  to  whertf  cu^re  he  be ;  ^,  ^if  crist  hane  sumnyd  hem  for  to  come 

not  to  hym.     crist  bicliptide  ^onge  &  pore  in  tokene  of  his 

homelynesse ;  men  seyen  J^at  ]?e  pope  wole  biclippe  worldly 

worchip,  &  not  trewe  men  for  goddis  sake  lest  he  vnworohipe 

Christ  was  busy  hym  silf.     crist  was  bisy  to  pr^che  ^  gospel  not  for  his 

thrp^e  biiies  worldly    worchip   ne   wynnyng ;    men  seyen   ]?tft   )?e   pope 

^^g^ws'^^ich  leene]?  J^is,  but  he  wole  gladly  make  a  lawe  &  make  ^  lawe 

c^'vs.    ^   ^^  in  more  worchip    &  more  drede  ]7an  cnstis  lawe.      crist 

Christ  gave  his  louedc  SO  mycho  his  floe  ^ot  he  puttide  his  lif  for  hem, 

'  &  sufferide  sharp  peyne  &  de]?  for  to  brynge  hem  to  blis ; 

the  Pope  gives  men  seyen  J^ot  J^e  pope  louel?  so  myche  worchip  of  ^  world, 

fH^m  absolutioQ  11* 

to  men  who  do  bfft  he  wolc  feync  asoyling  to  men  to  go  streyjt  to  henene, 

him  honour,  and 

so  causes  death  80  J^at  ]?ey  do  a  trouel  ]7at  sounne]?  to  his  worldly  worchip.  &  so 
to  thousands,  his  foly  may  be  cause  of  de]?  of  many  J^ousynd  men  bo^  in  body 
&  in  soule,  but  hou  sue^  he  crist  in  )?is  ?  crist  was  so  pacient 
S^eSwf  **  &  so  myche  sufferide  his  oune  wrong,  Jat  he  preyede  for  his 
ragef  ^^imsdf  encmycs  &  taujte  his  postlis  to  take  no  veniaonse ;  men  seyen 
and^cuning.^"^^  ^c^  \^  popo  of  rome  wolc  be  yengid  on  alle  manors,  bo^  bi 
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fiieyng  &  bi  cursing  &  o^ere  peynes  )at  he  feynef.     crist  ^»*^  iSSSe 

tau^te  men  to  lyue  wel  bi  his  oune  lif  &  his  wordis,  for  what  ^^®  J 

he  tamte  be  did  in  dede,  &  bad  men  trowe  to  his  werkis ;  the  Pope  aayg 

'  '  '  that    no    other 

men  seyen  )?at  )?e  pope  gqip  al  bi  contrarye  weye  to  ^is,  for  °>^  th^Sl^^* 

his  lif  is  not  ensaumple  to  opere  men  hou  fej  shulden  lyae, 

for  no  man  shulde  lyue  lik  to  hym,  as  he  feynej>  bi  his  bye  ghrtit  >^^t 

Btaat.    crist  in  eoh  his  dede  &  his  word  soujte  }e  glory  of 

god,  &  sulFeride  many  reproues  in  his  manheed  for  J^is  ende ;  JJ*  p^p*  "^eka 

men  seyen  ^at  J^e  pope  ajenward  eekip  his  ouiie  glory  on  alle 

weyes,  ^e,  jif  goddis  worchip  be  lost.     &  }\is  he  feyne]?  many 

Tngroundid  gabbingb.     &  jif  J^is  )?ing  &  many  siche  ben  so]7e 

of  ^e  pope  of  rome,  he  is  yery  an^tcrist  &  not  oristiB  yiker 

heertf. 


Capitulum  B"^ 
f      is  dyuysioun  of  hes  popis  may  tume  to  good  of  many  The  sehinn  may 

teach     men    to 

reumes,  hat  men  trowe  to  no  W  of  hem  but,  for  loue  of  obey  Popee  only 

•'^  ^  'as    they    foUoir 

lera  crtst,  in  as  myohe  as  J^ey  suen  orist  in^erhf  &  in  }&r  obngt. 
lore,    for  jif  J^ei  gabben  of  per  staat  &  seyen  pat  }ei  ben 
cristis  vikeris,  &  fey  ben  controrye  to  hym  bo)?e  in  lif  &  in 
lor*,  *}o  men  }at  ben  led  bi  ]?es  wolues  moten  go  pe  brode  •[p.266M8.] 
weye  to  belle ;   &  pis  seme]?  pe  perelous  tyme  pat  poul  ha]? 
teld  to  l^e  chircbe.     &  >us  bis  wer*  a  bileue  hat  ech  man  Men  should  foi- 

^  J         ^  T  low  this  rule. 

shulde  grounde  hym  ynne,  pat  men  sbulden  trowe  to  no  pope 

but  as  he  groundi]?  hym  in  crist ;   &  men  shulden  asaye  {'is 

ground,  wher  it  be  good  wi]?-oute  disseyt.     &  pvLs  what  pe 

pope  bade  do,  but  jif  he  tau^te  pat  crist  bade  it,  men  shulden 

not  do  )?is  aftir  hym  in  fat  pat  he  wer*  cristis  viker,  for  it 

may  falle  pat  pe  fend  disseyne  men  bi  an^tcrist,  &  chalenge  Popes  may  make 

more  pen  crist  dide  &  pus  bringe  strif  in  oristendom.    for  pe  and  cause  strife. 

fend  may  moue  menn««  hertis  to  loue  so  myche  worldly 

godis  pat  pej  stryue  &  fi^te  to-gider«  for  departing  of  f es 

godis;   &  pxLB  may  an^fcrist  &  hise  lette  men  to  lyue  in  pees,  Thermaystirup 

lest  pat  f  is  lif  in  pees  make  men  to  knowe  his  giles.     &  f  us  their  tncks. 

god  haf  ordeyned  medicyn  to  knowe  felsed  of  an^icrist,  pat 
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he  hie]?  hym  aboue   crist,    &   so  ou^  god,  as  ponl   Beijr. 
Countries  shoaid  profer^  reumes  to  l^es  popis  hat  hej  vrolen  obesche  to  hem  in 

obey    popes    no,^  «,,.,  ,  -,  .x»^         «•* 

further      than  be  foorme  01  goddis  lawe,  but  no  more  pan  cnst  axide ;   &  m 

God's  law  war-  '^  '^  .     . 

rants.  Jey  ben  not  payed  her-of,  Jey  ehewen  ^at  "pej  ben  an^tcrist, 

si)?  ]7e  mooste  pride  of  hym  is  "pat  he  hie]?  hym  abone  god. 

Tb«       realms  &  jif  renmes  holde  J^is  reule,  panne  pej  may  be  dischargid  of 

indoigenoes.  blasfemyes  of  indulgensis,  &  of  opsre  false  feynyngis ;  for  it  may 
falle  pat  pe  pope  graunte  to  riche  worldly  men  pat  pej  shuleft 
go  strei^t  to  heuene  wip-oute  peyne  of  purgatorye,  &  denye 
]ri8  to  pore  men,  kepe  pey  neu^e  so  goddis  lawe.  siche  many 
giles  of  pe  fend  blynden  men  bi  his  viker,  so  pat  treu^  of 

If  men  wonid  goddis  lawo  is  tumvd  in-to  bis  vikeris  falseed.     &  shortly  for 

stand  to  the  rale,  °  .  . 

the  Pope  would  to  ssye,  jif  men  stonden  bi  ]?i8  bileue,  pe  pope  shal  not  take 
ih>m  the  realm,  of  reumes  ne^^  money  ne  worldly  godis.  &  herfore  seif 
poul,  cristis  yiker^,  pat  he  seki]?  ]?es  grekis  soulis  &  he  seki) 
not  her  godis,  but  weye  to  brynge  hem  to  blis.  &  no  drede 
pVLS  doip  crist  to  alle  reumes  pat  ben  his  children,  for  he 
robbi^  not  his  children,  but  ^yue]?  hem  alle  man^  godis, 
boJ?e  goostly  godis  &  worldly.  &  ]?us  dide  crist  heer« 
in  er^e,  &  ^if  ^e  pope  passe  heer^  crist  &  robbe  his  children 
as  a  wolf,  no  drede  he  is  an^tcrist  &  opynly  pe  fendia  viker. 
&  jif  ]?ou  seyst  pe  pope  mut  haue  godis  of  reumes  to  sane  his 
•[p.  27  MS.]  *staat,  he  shulde  be  pore,  as  crist  was,  &  charge  not  men,  as 
crist  dide  not.  p'w  reule  shulde  teche  men  wher^  a  prelat 
were  an^tcrist,  &  hou  pej  sholden  obesche  to  hym,  &  in  what 
J^ing  leeue  his  lore. 

Capitulum  4'"- 
<^ristian  men    g       {peji  ech  scculer  cHstenman  shulde  willefulj  chese  his 

should  choose  ''  ^  ^ 

^^a\  ^"S*^  pr^lat,  &  lone  hym  bi  goddis  lawe  as  men  louyden  in  pe 

firste  staat,  pat  was  staat  of  innocense,  as  alle  men 

shulden  haue  louyd  Jeanne,  &  men  shulen  loue  in  staat  of  blia, 

Men  should  try  for  peTs  shal  loue  be  at  pe  fulle :  herfore  shulden  men  seke 

to  love  the  Pope.  '  '^  ' 

weyes  to  loue  pat  man  pat  shulde  be  pope.     &  among  cansis 
of  loue  pe  mooste  cause  pat  euere  god  ordeynede  shulde  be 
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good  doyng  of  men;   for  bi  ^is  caase  god  maki^  hjm  silf 

louyd,  &  hem  more  loayd  ^at  more  don  good,    ^e  good  }at 

}e  pope  ahulde  do  shnlde  be  lore  to  come  to  heuene,  &,  bo  ^is  ^^  tm   their 

pope  mut  kiwine  Jis  lore  ou^  o^ere  }at  ben  his  eheep ;   &  si)?  *«<^  o®*'*  ^^' 

yiB  lore  ifi  fully  tau^t  in  goddis  lawe,  as  we  bileuen,  }i»  pope 

mat  passingly  kunne  goddis  lawe  &  resoun  ^er-ot    bat  nou 

in  J?e  reume  of  englond  stryaen  manye  of  }e  sacrid  oost.  SJ^^^'^JjS'oJ^ 

samme  seyen  )at  J^is  oost  fro  ^e  tyme  )at  it  be  sacrid  is^^^- 

verily  goddis  body  &  yer-wi}  breed,  whit  &  round ;   &  in  ]?is 

weye  stonden  lewid  men  bo)?e  more  &  lesse,  &  longe  han  don. 

o)?tfre  seyen  ^at  )\s  oost  is  noujt  or  an  accident,  J^e  which  J^ey 

kunnen  not  nemyn  to  men,  but  it  is  not  goddis  body.     ]7i8 

questioun  shulden  reumes  sende  to  Jto  pope,  to  knowe  his  wit,  Slke*1he*Pop2 

what  we  shulden  trowe  of  }^s  oost  fro  }e  tyme  }at  it  be  SLk»^  oa  twi 

sacrid;   &  her^-ynne  shulde  he  not  feyne  but  teche  bi  Je  "**""• 

gospel  or  bi  resoun  what  men  shulden  bileue  heer^,  or  ellis  he 

wertf  no  witty  pope.    &  yes  reumes  shulden  take  no  man  to 

}sr  pope  bifore  ]?at  tyme  }at  he  hadde  tau^t  hem  wel  heerd 

by  good  ground  of  goddis  lawe.     For  wel  we  witen  }at  he 

kan  heertf  no  skile  but  of  onstis  word ;  but  crist,  whanne  he  pbrtat  nid  tiie 

'  '  bread  was  his 

blesside  fis  breed,  seyde  Jot  ")?is  is  my  body";    &   we  ^«Jy- 

bileuen  }at  crist  li^de  neu^e,  but  seyde  eu^re  bo}  to  greet 

witt.     &  }if  fourtf  sectis  in  J?is  lond  seyen  heer^  so^  of  }e  J^^^j^Jj^Je  pom 

popis  lawe,  he  ha)?  seyd  many  hundrid  wynt^  fat  Jis  oost  is  JlJ^ent  wiSoS 

not  goddis  body,  but  accident  wi)?-oute  suget.     &  jif  reumes  «*^J«^*- 

leeuen  )?is  lore  &  taken  hem  an^tcrist  to  pope,  he  may  make 

hem  to  bileue  what  eu^re  he  wole  bi  litil  &  litil ;  for  hooly 

chirche  ha)?  bileuyd  Jis  )K>usinde  *wynt^  &  more  to,  Jot  •[?.  27ft  ms.] 

yis  oost  is  goddis  body  in  foorme  of  breed,  &  wyn  his  blood. 

&  trewe  men  shulden  knowe  heer^  }at  }\a  poynt  is  not  so  bye 

yat  ne  ]?ey  may  wite  )?e  Bo]?e,  &  knowe  it  betdre  ]?aa  oyere 

poyntis  }at  crist  ha}?   tau^t  in  our^  bileue.      heer^  may 

cristenmen  soone  wite  which  clerk  or  lord  loue)?  treu^  &  haf 

wille  to  stonde  ]?0rfore  &  suffers  a  magrey  ^if  he  shulde. 

&  cMis  }at  pope  ]?at  fayli)?  heer^  opsr  for  kunnyng  or  for  if  so,  he  is  mflt 

wille  is  vnhable  to  take  to  pope  &  lede  his  floo  bi  goddis 

30 
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lawe.     &  what  sect  grucchi]?  a^tM  ^is  is  suspect  of  heresje. 
No  iiarm   In    for  what  shuldo  it  harme  ony  man  }at  fis  treu^e  wera  vrel 

discuB^ng  this      ..  ,-,.  ,  .  .,  ••  .^ 

truth.  discussid.     but  it  were  good  to  cnstenmen  to  laste  in  per  oide 

bileue,  ]7at  ^is  breed  is  goddis  body  &  ]^is  wyn  is  goddis 
blood,  &  not  an  ynknowun  ^ing  wi)?-oute  resoun  or  autorite ; 
for  men  sbulden  holde  ^er  olde  bileue  but  ^if  ^e  oontrorye 

Lords      should  wertf  wel  taujte.     &  bus  it  wer^  a  blessid  dede  bat  lordis 

give  no  alms  to  * 

priests  who  do  wolden  not  jyue  )er  almes  ne}er  to  o  pr^t  ne  ojw,  bifore  ^ey 

troth  in  this.      tau^ten  bi  good  witnesse  what  J^ing  wer^  J^is  sacrid  oost,  bo]?e 

in  bis  kynde  &  in  figure,  by  mao^  ^at  j^e  gospel  speki^. 

&  ^us  jif  god  wolde  fouche-saf,   hooly  chircbe  sbulde    be 

purgid  of  heresyes  in  }is  mat^r,  aboute  which  'pej  dispendeii 

bo  ^d^^°^*b3  ***  niycli©!  as  i»  pr^stis  Jat  syngen  masse ;    &  Curtis  it  -wen 

sn  aoddent.        ydolatrye  to  loute  }ub  an  accident.     &  no  man  durste  seye  til 

nou  pat  accident  is  goddis  body,  for  J^is  newe  word  may  haae 

no  ground,  &  was  not  kn^wun  pat  pousinde  ^eer  pat  sat 

was  boundun  in  belle,  &  ;it  he  shame^  to  seye  ]ds  gabbing. 


Capitulum  6^"^' 

t^^^^  cleSl  b      nt  heertf  grucchi]^  an^tcrist  &  diedip  pat  manye  of  liis 

ose  onour  derkis  shulen  wante  per  worldly  worchip,  &  pua  his 

lordchip  shal  be  lesse.     for  ;if  goddis  lawe  wer^  kept 

dene  wi]7-oute  ^e  fendis  lawe,  &  pe  ordenaunse  of  crist  were 

dene  wij^-outen  an^icristis,  wher^  sbulden  ^  four«  sectis  be 

SiSSSSISngloJ^s  as  >ey  nou  ben  ?    &  >us  >e  chirche  werd  destried  >at 

dwSS^T^^  ^  W  be  so  longe  in  growing.     Heer^  han  trewe  men  seyd  ofbe 

chrisSTuw  was  M  ^^  ^  ^  fendis  resoun,  as  jif  pe  arguer*  wolde  mene  J^irt 

a&Uure.  ^j^^  faylide  in  his  lawe  &  in  his  ordenaunse  which  he 

ordeynede  in  pe  chirche,  &  pvLB  men  menen  alle  in  dede  pat 

ben  of  ^es  four^  sectis.     but,  lord,  wher^  is  Tnbilene  in 

heretik  but  ^f  ]7is  be  oon  ?    &  pxia  it  seme]?  ^at  alle  ^s  foiuv 

smaochen  sumwhat  of  heresye,  &  J^ey  louen  not  ie«u  crist,  for 

I  Cor.  xTi.  [22.]  j^ey  hatcn  p\iB  his  lawe.      but  poul  sei]?  a  so]?  word  pat 

•[p.  28  MS.]       *<<who  eu^re  loue]?  not  ie«u  crist  he  is  cursid  of  god. 
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&  pnttid  fro  hym  as  heretik."     &  so  ye  mooete  inconuefiient  ^ni^^'^p*^*^ 

}at  aQ^tcrist  kan  bringe  of  Jis  is  Jot  cristis  lawe  were  holdan  ^^^g  ^    ^^f 

clene  wiJ-oute»   an^tcristis ;   but  Jis  fruyt  wew  blessid  &  ^hAt's  law. 

profitable  to  }e  pbirche.     for  yis  kepte  crist  in  bis  apostlis, 

&  Ratine  cam  ^e  cbircbe  to  beuene  &  g;rowide  in  Tortus 

heertf  in  er^e ;   &  si^en  h&p  it  snnkun  doun.     Jeanne  shulden 

cristenmen  knowe  ^e  v«rta  of  crist  &  of  bis  lawe ;  bou  }at  he 

is  god  almyjty  &  bis  lawe  is  fully  ynow ;   &  Jeanne  shulden  • 

men  wite  aftirbou  oj^re  lawes,  }at  men  ban  foundun,  barmen  5?churchl"^ 

]»e  cbircbe  many  weyes,  &  maken  goddis  lawe  lease  louyd. 

For  keping  of  ^es  newe  lawis  occupie]?  menntM  witt  &  wille, 

&  saip  of  hem  a  bisy  trauel,  &  Jus  fej  letten  goddis  lawe.  and  hinder  God's 

&  ]nis  ^if  an^tcristis  lawe  wer^  good,  ^t  cristis   lawe  mut 

nedis  be  bet^e  &  sufficient  in  hym  silf ;   &  J^us  ^e  to^er  is 

to  mycbe  &  doij  barm  in  cristis  cbircbe,  &  letiip  cristis 

lawe  to  be  suyd.    &  ^us  bringing  in  of  ]?es  lawis,  }at  lettij 

fe  Tse  of  cristis  lawe,  is  }e  mooste  priuey  synne  Jat  }e 

fend  baj  foundun  a^entM  ^e  cbircbe.     &  so  ]?is  blessid  word 

wolde  sue,  }at  foura  seotis  newe  foundun  shulden  be  Toydid 

fro  le  cbircbe,  as  bey  sbulen  not  come  to  blis.    for  alle  bes  Theae  aeeta  owe 

sectis  ban  manntM  signes,  &  jif  ^s  signes  weren  folly  stryed,  human     inven- 

Jes  sectis  weren  Jeanne  destried,  as  men  seyen  ^at  ben  weddid 

wij  bem.     but  it  is  not  so  of  cristis  sect  ne  of  prratis  fat 

crist  ordeynede.    for  icon  baptist  was  a  pr^,  as  alle  men 

in  beuene  sbulen  be  prmtis.    for  crounne  &  clob  maken  noi^either   crown, 

^  '  dreaa,  nor  ordi. 

prffit,  ne  Je  emp^rours  biscbop  wi)?  bis  wordis,  but  power  Jat  »***on  "a^e«  '^i^e 

crist  ^yue}^ ;  &  ]7us  hi  lif  ben  prmtis  knowun.     &  )?us  cristen- 

men  shulden  not  lette  for  \e  drede  of  \e  fend  &  for  power  of 

his  derkis  to  sue  &  bolde  cristis  lawe.    but  wel  y  woot  ]7at 

J'is  cbircbe  ha]?  be  many  day  in  growing,  &  summe  depen  it 

not  cristis  cbircbe,  but  )?e  cbircbe  of  wickid  spiritis.   &  dauyj  [Paaim  zzvi.  5.] 

hatide  ]^8  cbircbe  as  ecb  cristenman  sbulde  do.     &  man  may 

no  bet^re  knowe  an^tcristis  clerk  J^an  bi  ]?is,  ]?0t  be  loue]? 

Jis  cbircbe  &  bati]^  \e  chirche  of  criste ;   &  jif  J^e  pope  be  an 

heed  to  mayntene  ]^is  cbircbe  a^eniM  crist,  be  is  opyn  an^icnst 

&  no  part  of  cristis  cbircbe.    &  jif  *be  &  bis  secte  be  yoyde  •[!».  au  irs.] 
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Luke  xi.  [25.]     f|.Q  cfistig  lawe,  &  clensid  wij?  besuinms,  &  maad  fair  wi]> 

sensible  signes,  }anne  ^e  fend  ha]'  a  tokene  to  dwelLe  homely 

wi]7  ]?es  men ;  for  J^es  be»  wordis  of  orist,  ^e  whiche  motef» 

nedis  be  trewe.     &  J^us  shulde  an^tcrist  drede  of  ^e  word  ^ot 

erist  eei}  aftir,  J^at  ]?i8  kynrede  of  prratis  is  J^e  worste  of  alle 

o^ere.    for  many  men  trowen  heer^  J^t  as  pr^tis  In  fe  olde 

lawe,  fro  ^e  time  of  machabees  ynto  }at  J^ei  hadden  aktyn 

•  erist,  weren  ]?e  worste  kynrede  }at  god  sufferide  Jeanne  to 

^^uiar  nSe^  ^3^® »  ^*^  *^^  cristis  steyi»g,  }if  pr^stis  leeaen  cristis  lawe 

thewontofmen.  ^  bicome»  reuleris  of  >i8  world  by  newe  lawis  ^at  >ey  ban 

shapun,  J^is  is  nou  }e  worste  kynrede  j'ot  is  on  lyue  heer^  in 

er)?e. 


Captiulum  & 


turn. 


Aotichrfst  urges 
that  the  Pope 
would  be  poorer 
than  an  Efnglish 
bUhop. 


Christ  was  the 
poorest  of  men. ' 


Luke  ziT.  [S3.] 


Men  slide  out  of 
belief  by  listening 
to  chronicles  in- 
stead of  Christ's 
law. 


}  it  an^tcrist  argue]?  ^at  jif  J^is  sentense  wente  for^,  ^e 
pope  wer^  as  pore  a  man  as  ony  bischop  of  englond; 
but  J^is  wer^  a^entM  resoun,  ^at  }e  hier^  man  shulde  be 
byne]?e.  Heer^  men  seyen  to  an^tcnst  }at  he  argue]?  sjenua 
crist,  &  J^^fore  cristenmen  moten  node  answers  sharply  heer^ 
for  crist;  for  }if  ]?is  foly  wente  for)?,  si]?  erist  was  moost  pore 
man  &  his  apostlis  pore  aftir,  ]?6y  weren  leest  wor]?  in  ^is  world, 
but  what  blasfeme  durste  seye  ]?ji8,  si)?  it  is  ajentM  bileue.  &  ^us 
goddis  lawe  techi^  ]?0t  willeful  pou^rt  of  a  pr^st,  ^if  he  bane 
mekenesse  in  his  soule  &  o^ere  virtues  more  ^an  of  ere,  he  is 
herby  more  to  god,  &  ]?is  hyenesse  shulden  prestis  coueyte. 
&  )?tM  alle  pr^tftis  of  englond  shulden  be  pore  men,  as  "pe  x>ope, 
for  )?ey  moten  forsake  }er  riohees  jif  )?ey  wolen  be  cristis 
prratis.  for  bileue  techi]?  wel  )?at  crist  bad  his  prestis  be 
siche;  &  we  fynden  neu^e  hi  resoun  }at  crist  chaungide 
euertf  his  wille.  &  si]?  crist  is  god  in  heuene,  it  is  ful  hard 
to  reu^rse  his  lawe,  for  no  drede  men  moten  rikene  ferfore  at 
]?e  day  of  dom.  &  heer^  men  sliden  out  of  bileue,  bo^e 
prestis  &  seculeris,  whanne  fej  tellen  more  bi  a  cronyde  of 
foly  of  an  emp^rour  ]?an  ]?ey  tellen  bi  cristis  lawe,  pat  is 
emperour  of  heuene.     &  ]?e  fend  oonferme]?  his  part,  &  maki]? 
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Boyntis  be  canonysed,  ^e  whiche  resseyueden  siche  dowyng,  Authority  of  so- 

to  proue  }at  J^is  was  wel  don.     but  beer^  men  knowen  }e 

fendifl  cautels,  &  sliden  not  fro  bileue  for  J^is ;  for  canonysing 

of  ^es  seyntis  is  not  bileue  of  cnstenmen.     &  ^us  jif  "pes  ben 

seyntes  in  beuene,  'pis  is  bi  v^rtu  of  crist  ^at  J^ey  tumyden 

at  pe  laste  to  bym,  &  badden  sorowe  for  per  synne.     &  }\f 

)?ou  axe  prof  ber-of,  we  seyen  pat  jif  pou.  proue  pat  Jes  be  J[.  ^®J^  ^^^ 

seyntis,  it  wole  sue  of  our^  bileue  pat  pQs  seyntis  sorowiden  p«»ted  of  their 

pUBf  ^if  pej  weren  worldly  men  ^us,  for  ellis  J^ey  myjten  not 

come  to  beuene.    But  myraclis  maad  of  deed  men  ben  pe  Minciei  of  saints 

•^  'no  proof. 

fendis  euydense;   for  god  may  suflfrtf  ♦j^e  fend  to  do  sicbe  •[?•  29  ms.] 
signes  &  many  mo.     for  ellis  wolde  not  poul  seye  pat  a  man  i  Cor.  ziu.  [2.] 
myjte  remoue  hillis  &  nt  fayle  of  cbarite.     but  jif  bes  signes  sensible  signs  of 

" '  «         J  t      I  a         j^gg  weight  than 

myjten  lijtly  fayle,  stonde  we  in  bileue  of  crist,  &  leeue  we  inecnsibie  beuef. 

sicbe  signes  of  pe  fend,     for  bileue  is  insensible  &  more  trewe  . 

J^an  sicbe  signes ;   as  J^is  treu^e  is  insensible  pat  two  &  J^re  Necessary  truths. 

maken  fyue,   &   ^it   it  is  more  c^teyn   J^an   ony  sensible 

]7ing  heertf.     J^us  bileue  of  booly  writ  passi]'  alle  J^es  clepid 

myraclis.     &  )?us  wite  wel  lordis  &  reumes  pdX  pQy  moten 

nedis  answers  to  god  bou  J^ey  ban  boldun  his  laWe  &  stondun 

sad  in  bis  bileue.    no  drede  bobe  lordis  &  reumes  mytten  Rulers     should 

'  .         \      make  priests  be 

wel  constreyne  prratis  to  holde  pe  pouert  pat  cnst  ordeynede,  poor. 

for  boneste  of  his  prMis  &  profit  of  lordis  &  comyns.     & 

wbanne  lordis  leeuen  ^is  power,  pej  assenten  to  pe  fend; 

&  pej  moten  nedis  be  dampnyd  for  J^is  assent  but  jif  pej 

amenden  it,  &  ^is  is  blynding  of  pe  fend  pat  pej  ban 

grauntid  J^is  almes.     &  so  pej  moten  be  trewe  men  &  algatis 

mayntene  it  for]?,  for  ;if  men  loken  hou  it  cam  in,  it  cam  not 

in  bi  very  almes,  but  bi  blyndnesse  of  pe  world  &  ipocrisie 

pat  pe  fend  tau^te.     &  euer^  pe  lenger^  pat  it  last\p,  pe  more 

peyne  ban  deed  menntM  soulis.     &  pJis  pe  fend  stiri]?  men  to 

laste  in  synne  ajentM  god ;  but  wite  pej  wel  wi]?  pe  fend  pat 

god  mut  nedis  be  p$r  lord.    ]>us  ^if  lordis  ban  first  be  foolis, 

opsr  in  dowyng  or  leeuynge  to  belpe,  ^y  shulden  haue 

sorowe  of  piB  synne  &  haaste  hem  to  make  aaeep.    &  wite 

pej  wel  pat  god  mut  nedis  be  cheef  lord  of  alle  creaturis,  God  is  chief  lord 
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andthevmaynot  &  but  ^if  god  gratutto  hem  leeue  to  fyne  ]m8  prtfatis  yea 

leave.  worldlj  godis,  Jc  jifte  fat  }ej  ^auefi  is  nonjt  bi  Terta  of  Je 

cheef  lord.    &  J^os  an^tcrist  &  al  his  help  can  neper  argue 

heertf  ne  answers ;  &  y  am  c^rteyn  on  domes-day  no  maji  may 

Let  ruien  amend  answoTtf  wel  hoer^.      Itfffore  mofide  hem  lordis  &  renmea, 

the  prieito. 

&  sarae  pei  crist  for  per  goode,  for  litil  s^myss  for  yis  tyme 
disserae]^  myche  meede  in  heaene.  lord,  si^  lordis  &  reoines 
bo}^e  chesen  a  pope  at  }er  onne  wiUe,  what  sholde  mone  bem 
to  cheso  ]7is  pope  more  hye  ^an  erist  wolde  chalenge  of  men  ? 
orist  axide  noon  erj^ly  lordchip  ne  erj^ly  godis,  but  ^ 
heuenely,  &  whanne  he  tok  his  onne  godis  he  tok  hem  for 
help  of  his  tenanittis,  &  algatis  in  siche  a  mesur^  fat  he  was 
not  charioos  to  hem.  &  yis  lore  han  freris  for^eten  &  alle 
•[p.  296  If 8.]  ^es  o^^re  newe  sectis.  ]7us  pe  grace  *of  god  ha^  mouyd  to 
.  trete  ]?is  mat^  among  oristenmen,  to  loke  wher  ^ey  wolen 
helpe  hem  silf  whanne  god  hAp  so  graciously  bigunnyu. 


Capitulum  7"*- 

]?      er  ben  groundis  }e  whiche  crist  kepte  controrie  to  keping 
Christ  taught  of  prtflatis  nou.    for  crist  taujte  >at  hoolynesse  sholde 

boUness  in  the  '^  i       j  J 

^eurt.  be  hid  in  menniM  hertis  &  not  shewid  to  ^e  puple  in 

sensible  signes  wij^-oute  fruyt ;  for  Jeanne  men  hopiden  reward 
of  god  &  axiden  not  glory  of  Y&  world,    but  nou  it  is  tumyd 

Now  a  pope  or  ypscdoun  fro  religioun  ^at  crist  ordeynede,  for  nou  he  is 

prelate  Diiiat  haTe 

pomp.  TMnptr  pope  ne  pr^lat,  but  jif  he  haue  a  worldly  meyne  ^ot 

shewe  his  hyenesse  to  ^e  world,  as  he  wer^  a  secular  lord, 
&  bi  ^is  gile  ha]?  ^e  fend  brou^t  in  J^ot  more  prMtis  shulden 
haue  worldly  glorye.  &  )?is  maki^  pe  pope  &  bischops  to  axe 
richessis  to  ^er  staat;  for,  as  J^ei  seyen,  per  staat  wolde 
perische  but  jif  siche  richesse  shewide  it  out.  first  ^ 
pr^latis  blasfemen  in  crist  &  in  his  hooly  apostlis.  for 
bileue  techi}'  vs  ]?at  crist  was  bischop  of  menntw  soulis, 
bet^re  bi  a  J^ousynd  part  }^an  any  si^  ]?e  chirche  was  dowyd, 
&  so  weren  cristis  apostlis  beter^  ]»an  ony  pope  of  rome. 
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For  Jds  name  is  newe  foundun,  &  it  bitokeni>  wnwdirful ;   for  ^SSS^wn'Sri 

summe  J^enken  it  greet  wtmdir  }ai  worldly  glory  &  hoolynesse  ^^* 

Aholden  be  knyttid  in  o  p^rsone ;  n}  crist  forsok  it  in  word 

&  dede,  &  bi  his  lore  his  apostlis,  lord,  why  shulden  not 

prtflatis  do  nou  so  ?    &  hj  }is  cause  hip  ]?e  fend  broaft  yn 

lat  religiou»  of  >e8  newe  ordris  shal  be  shewid  i»  sensible  Beiigiwi  of  the 

'  '  new  orders  ihown 

signes,  as  habitis,  &  bikenes,  &  hye  housis,  &  herfore  ha]?  ]ye  in  Mnnbie  iigns. 

fend  broujt  in  )>at  cuntpany  of  many  lampis  shal  be  ioyned  JJ^^^^jJ 

to  0  -p&rsone  for  worldly  worchip  of  }er  staat.     )>us  }er  ben  g[|ch^7*  ^' 

many  caidenals  &  many  men  knyttid  to  hem ;  myche  meyne 

to  a  bischop,  &  manye  p^rsones  in  an  ordr«,  &  al  is  charge  to 

comyn  men,  &  streng]?e  to  }e  fendis  part,     orist  ordeynede 

^at  his  apostlis  firo  tyme  }at  he  steyede  to  heuene  shulden  be 

scaterid  in  many  cuntreys  &  conquers  wickid  men  to  orist. 

wel  y  rede  )>at  seynt  petr*  dwelte  in  a  corieris  hous,  but  g®^*,;^^  ^^ 

y  rede  not  of  cardenal  ne  page  Jot  he  hadde  wi)>  hym ;   &  jit  S^t""ijjj52njf  ^r 

^is  apostle  cam  to  comely  &  conuertide  hym  wi]^  o]^ere.  p««^ 

&  ^us  may  cristenmen  leme  bo]?e  of  crist  &  his  apostlis  }at 

religioun  of  crist  is  not  in  siche  worldly  signes.     &  so  men 

moten  o]^er  denye  bileue,  or  seye  }at  cristis  religioun  stondi]? 

not  in  siche  signes  as  nou  ]^e  chirche  is  chargid  wi]?.     so]^  it 

is  *^at  seouler  prinsis  &  worldly  lordis  moten  haue  siche  *[p.  so  ms.i 

^  ^  "  FnnoesmaynaTe 

worldly  signes,   for  J?ey  shulden   teche   to   drede  god  byjoridiy    spien- 

austemete  &  worldly  drede.    but  it  is  ajenua  cristis  wille 

J^ot  pr^tis  meddle  ]?es  two  to-gider^,  for  ]?ey  shulden  teche 

bi  mekenesse  &  paciense,  as  crist  dide.     &  herfore  biddi]?  god 

in  his  lawe  \a\»  his  men  shulden  not  be  doj^id  in  woUan  [Drat.  zzii.  ii.] 

&  lynnun  partid  to-gider«,  to  teche  \h&  dyu^rsite  in  figure. 

crist  was  bo]?e  kyng  &  prrat,  as  he  is  boj^e  god  &  man,  Christ  wu  Ung 

ud  priest* 

&  bos  sum  bing  fallib  to  hym  bat  no  cristenman  may  come  la  this  none  oan 

follow  hinia 

to ;  but  in  siche  poyntis  shulden  men  leme  to  sue  bi  y^ues 
crist  afer,  &  go  not  bifore  orist,  as  dide  pr^umpcton  of  petr^ ; 
&  J^^ore  crist  depide  hym  sathanas  &  bad  petr^  go  aftir 
hym.  orist  as  a  goode  maystir  hadde  twelue  apostlis  to 
teche  hem ;  an^tcrist  ordeyne]?  many  twelue  to  lyue  worldly 
&  charge  ^  chirche.     crist  koude  ensaumple  kynghod  & 
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prestliod  in  her  groundis,  but  prMis  yat  oomen  aftir  cfist 
hen  not  able  to  do  so ;  &  J^us  J^ey  passen  ]^er  maystir  crist, 
bo]7e  in  pr^thod  &  in  knjjthod.  &  }us  }if  popis  woldea 
haue  cardenals,  J^ej  shulden  ohese  gode  me»  &  pore,  &  loke 
yat  yej  chargide  not  ]?e  chirche  bi  costly  aray  &  idilnease ; 
Simony  and  other  but  nou  men  seven  hat  cardenals  ben  brou)t  yn  bi  an^tcrist 

deceits  in  cardi-  .^        x  i     j  ^ 

nais,  to  bargeyne  by  symonye,  &  by  oj^^re  disseytis  bigile  meff, 

who  are  hinges    &  loui  as  he  popc  is  Wttudiiful,  SO  cardenals  ben  an  herr«  to 

to  the  fiend's  r  f      r  tr  i 

house.  ]?e  fendis  hous.     &  o\ere  ground  ban  ]?ey  noon,  but   for 

an^tcrist  wole  ]7U8. 


Antichrist  urges  a       it  it  wer0  to  reherse  he  euvdensis  hoi  an^tcrist  makib  to 

that    priests   do  '  r  J  T  T 


Gapitulum  8" 

:Be  ye  euydensis  ] 

some  good^with         proue  J?flt  it  Were  hetere  clerkis  to  be  riche  )>an  pore  as 

crist;  for  bi  ]?is  ricbees  J^ei  don  sum  good,  &  bi  so  myohe 

SSfelJatSre^^J    Jey  ben  ye  hetere.    for  yej  hen  of  manntw  kynde,  as  ben  lordis 

sen^'to^spSd    ^^^  ^^  ®^°^®  godis,   &  Jey  ban  wit  to  spende  J^es  godis 

money.  ^g  j^g^^  oJ^tfTC,  or  cllis  more.     Why  shulden  not  J^ey  be  bet^re 

bi  l^es  richessis  as  oyere  ben  ?    Heer^  men  seyen  to  an^icrist 

yat  wolde  affeerme  crist  a  fool,  as  J^e  fend  helde  crist  a  fool 

for  he  wolde  not  take  of  hym  alle  ye  reumes  of  ye  world  for 

Christ  wbh^  his  a  litil  s^uyss  to  hym,  yat  crist  as  a  good  god  wolde  yat  his 

of  temptation,     pr^stis  wercn  in  worchip  &  fer  fro  perels  of  ye  fend,  &  J7U8  he 

forbad  to  his  prMtis  to  haue  to  myche  of  eryij  godis  &  to 

myche  bisynesse  aboute  hefn  ;   but  crist  }af  hem  goostly  godis 

&  ocupiyng  bi  charite.     &  p£  we  marken  staat  of  innocenae 

&  staat  yat  aungels  ban  in  heuene,  J^ey  shulden  not  be  J^os 

•[p.sofrMS.]      *opprtfssid  yriy  erj^ely  drit  as  riche  men  ben,  but  yej  han 

more  clene  lif  &  mor«  likinge  to  manntM  soule.     &  for  ^is 

cause  ordeynede  crist  yat  his  pr^tis   shulden  wante  J^es 

!m  irhow*the'  ^^^^^^^j  ^  cnsaumplide  in  hym  silf  &  his  apostlis  hou  ^y 

should  iiT».        shulden  lyue.     crist  wolde  wel  yat  his  prmtis  hadden  Je  vse 

of  worldly  godis  as  myche  as  wolde  do  hem  good,  but  not  to 

myche  to  lette  yer  soule,  as  men  shulden  bifore  synne  & 
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aa»gels  han  in  yer  lif.      &  bi  }\b  vse  men  ahulden  haue 

goostly  lordchip  of  alle  J^es  godis,  &  bi  Je  fruyt  of  virtues 

haue  delit  in  her  god.     &  }n8  crist  ordeynede  to  prmlis  moost  ^^^^  ul^^ 

hye  Btaat  &  moost  parfit  of  alle  >re  partis  of  >e  chirche,  ji^;jite°'"iP*S"y 

)>at  prtfsUs  wolde»  lyue  J?«^aftir;   as  crist  jaf  to  lalblbreris  5^,^^^J^p 

worldly  godis  &  traael  also,  &  crist  grauntide  to  his  apostlis 

to  trouele  aboute  er]?ly  godis,  but  he  forfendide  hem  to  prynte 

]^er  soulis  to  myche  wip  erj'ly  godis.     crist  grauntide  to 

worldly  lordis  to  haue  gou^mayle  of  siche  godis,  but  he 

grauntide  to  his  pr^s  to  gou^me  soulis  bi  weye  of  T^tues; 

&  j'is   shulden  ^ej  do  bi  meke  wille,   &  leeue  lordchip 

&  aust^mete.     &  ]?is  he  taujte  in  dede  &  word  for  loue  ]^at 

he  hadde  to  his  pr^s^is.     se  we  nou  J^e  fendis  foly,  what  he 

meneb  whanne  he  arguel^.     he  wolde  mene  l^at  crist  was  The  de^ii  means 

(  ®     '^  ^  thatChriatwasa 

a  fool  &  to  scars  in  leste  godis.    austyn  seij?  ofte-tyme  }at  fooi,    and    too 

}er  ben  ]?re  godis  of  man ;  godis  of  v^ues,  &  godis  of  kynde,  sooAb. 

&  godis  of  fortune,  Jat  ben  ]?e  leste.     crist  ordeynede  men  ^^toberiohln 

to  be  riche  in  godis  of  v^rtu,  for  J?ey  ben  best;    &  crist  k**°**»  *>'^"^**®» 

ordeynede  godis  of  kynde  as  myche  as  Jey  shulden  s^rue  to  J^xSTof  aatSw! 

^e  soule.    he  ordeynede  not  so  greet  a  body  ne  so  strong  to 

a  man  as  ha]?  an  hors  or  o^er  beeste,  for  it  wolde  do  harm  to 

^e  soule.     crist  ordeynede  godis  of  fortune  }at  wolden  suffise  and  of  fortune. 

to  manntM  body ;   &  ]?us  he  ordeynede  godis  of  v^rtu  wyngis 

to  men  to  fle  to  heuene;  ant  an^tcrist  wolde  faste  to  men 

godis  of  fortune  bi  coueytise,  J^ot  shulden  drenge  a  man  to 

helle,  &  for  J^is  ende  he  shapi];  J^is.     wel  y  graunte  }at  erj'Iy  Riches  are  good 

godis  &   worldly  lordcbipis  ben  gode,   for  }ei  ben  goddis  tores, 

creaturis  &  shapun  of  god  for  good  ende.    but  godis  of  Yerta  but  Tirtaes  an 

ben  ye  heUre  ^at  pr«rtis  shulden  haue  passingly,  &  more 

perel  is  in  ^  firste  godis,  &  J^^ore  crist  wolde  not  yat  his 

pr^stis  hadden  but  litil  of  ]?es  godis,  for  perels  &  letting  of 

bet^re  godis.     &  heer«  shulden  worldly  men  take  hede,  bo>e  seeoiar       men 

.?  7       /     ihonld  be  careftal 

ye  lordis  ♦&  Je  comyns,  yat  Jey  dissusen  not  worldly  godis,  np.  3i  ^^-l^ 
but  take  hem  in  mesur^  to  J^at  ende  yat  crist  ha}?  ordeyned  goods. 
hem  to  be  vsid,  &  not  a^entM  his  ordenaunse.     crist  jaf  hem 
not  worldly  godis  to  charge  his  prdstis  wiy  J^is  lordchip,  ne  to 
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fitir^  hem  to  fleyaly  synneB,  as  ben  gloterye  &  lecherye; 

&  }if  }ea  two  partis  of  ]?e  chirche  foulen  ]ms  presttls  wi]?  ^ 

godis,  wite  J^ey  wel  }at  god  wole  pnnysche  hoj^e  J^es  partis 

&  his  pr^tis.     &  j'us  we  graunten  ]^at  riche  prratis  don  mum 

good*wi]?  ]7is  richees,  for  so  don  J^e  fendis  in  helle  wip  godis 

]^at  orist  ha];  ^ouyn  to  hem,  but  ne]?ele8  ]?ey  don  amys; 

for  J^ey  shulden  sette  al  p&r  bisynesse  ]^at  pej  han  nou  ifi 

worldly  godis  to  s^nie  orist  bi  godis  of  grace,  &  ]?is  is  a  greet 

wmf  w^'*a«  <^®^'*^^'    ^®  grau»ten  pat  prmtis  be»  of  maimtM  kynde,  as 

mS*  no*  h^5  ^^  lordis  &  weddid  me»,  but  jit  J^ey  shulden  not  haue  Jia 

loKWUparmwry.  lordchip  ne  kyndely  gendrur*  of  children,  but  jif  >ey  woldeii 

leeue  pis  staat  &  bicome  weddid  men,  for  we  bileuei»  fat 

maydynhot  &  goostly  gendrur»  is  bet^re  ]?an  J^is.      &  so 

Bupposen  we  pat  pes  pr^stis  han  betM*e  wit  pan  aeculer 

lordis,  applye  J^ey  p\a  bet^re  wit  in  bet^re  vse  to  sdrae  god ; 

app&  thei?wul  ^  beostis  han  wit  to  ete  &  drynke,  but  prdstis  wit  sholde 

toU^TirS>M!i7  ^^^  stonde  in  J^is,  but  hou  pej  myjten  teche  men  to  lyue 

in  y^ues  bi  goddis  lawe.    but  ^is  may  not  pr^tia  do  bi 

robbing  of  lordis  &  of  oomyns  of  per  lordchip  &  erpelj  godis ; 

for  piB  is  ajenu^  god  &  man. 


Capitulum  9"- 

tot«?ttlat  hS*  ^      ^^^  sentense  pat  heer*  is  seyd  shulden  an^usrist  &  hise 

mSuiSl^*  ^         ^*^®  shame  to  defoule  oristis  prmtis  ajentM^ordenannse 

pat  crist  made.     &  worldly  lordis  &  oj^^re  fooUs  pat  helpen 

an^tcfist  heer«  shulden  haue  shame  of  J^is  help,  as  pej  shulen 

shame  at  domes  day ;   &  pis  shame  shal  be  more  bi  colour  of 

ipocrisye,  for  ^y  seyen  in  ]?es  dedis  pat  pey  don  ]?us  for  cristis 

^d^^     ^"  worchip.      for  crist   ordeynede   amys,   but  worldly  lordis 

S*'SiS?«olSjn'  *™6ndiden  hym,  as  pe  empm>ur  of  rome  whanne  he  made 

anoe.  }^{a  pf^tis  lordis  he  amendide  J^e  apostlis   staat   ou^  pe 

ordenaunse  of  orist    but  al  pis  smacchi}?  blasfemye  &  wole 

T^emperorhM  j^j^^g^  y^^  lordis  doun,  as  ^e  emp^ours  staat  is  lease  for  J^is 

i^Sie^cbaro?'  dedo  ajentM  orist.    For  no  man  may  do  a^enus  crist  but  fif  he 


Digitized  by 


Google 


C»A».IX.]  DE  PAPA.  475 

be  punysshid  for  J^is  dede,  but  ponysshing  of  manntM  soule  is 

more  to  drede  ]?an  worldly  barm.     &  }ms  an^tcnst  *my;te  not  •[?.  su  mb.] 

for  sbame  canonyBe  yis  emperour ;  for  it  'is  knowun  y\ng  to 

men  ]^at  j'is  emp^roor  reu^side  crist.    &  it  seme];  to  many 

men  ^at  o  cause  wby  be  dide  )>ub  was  to  bye  bis  oime  pr^stis,  One  of  Con^a- 

wi)>  o}er  blynd  deuocioufi ;   so  J^at  as  J^e  emp^our  passide  ™^  ^^^^  ^ 

ojvre  worldly  lordis,  so  sbulde  bis  prdst  of  rome  &  bise  passe  JJJJj^^JJf  pf 

o}&re  lordis  pr^tis.     &  to  J^is  wit  be  made  hjm  lord  of  rome  ®**^  ^^^' 

&  mycbe  of  bis  empire,  &  made  bym  &  bis  cardenals  ride 

in  reed  on  bye  ors;  for  bym  J^oujte  sbame  ^at  bis  derkis 

sbulden  not  passe  derkis  of  o]^&re  lordis,  but  as  be  passide 

bem  bi  bis  empire,  so  bis  pr#st  sbulde  passe  oj^^re.     &  oertia 

Jis  wertf  an  yuel  ground  to  canonyse  Jis  man  in  beuene ;  as  it  He  o^^JJ*  ^ 

wer«  no  good  cause  to  cbarge  ]?e  cbircbe  to  balewe  bym,  al  fif 

be  seyde  J^at  jif  be  sawe  a  prmt  He  bi  a  womman  be  wolde 

bile  bem  "wij^  bis  mentile,  &  not  sclaundr^  bem  of  J^is  synne. 

jif  yia  emperour  be  in  blis,-  c^rtis  }at  is  not  for  Jis  dede ;  for  S^*^^**?!!!!^ 

fynees  was  a  iust  prtfst,  for  be  stikide  }e  man  &  }e  wotnman  ®^^* 

foT]^er  synne  ajenttf  god,  &  J^qs  be  vengide  goddis  wrong. 

^is  emperour  dide  many  godis,  but  jit  men  dursten  neuer^ 

bidir-to  cbarge  ^e  cbircbe  to  bolde  bis  day,  &  trowe  ]^at  be 

wertf  seynt  in  beuene.    &  so  men  seven  of  seynt  siluest^,  sarester  mav  be 

•'  "^  ^  a  saint,  but  If  ao 

^at  jif  god  wole  be  is  blissid,  but  ]?anne  be  badde  mycbe  ^j^p®**^  °' 

sorowe  afdr  for  J^is  lordcbip  ^at  be  toka,  as  seynt  petr^n^®*^^ 

synnede  offce  &  bi  our«  fei];  be  is  nou  seynt,  but  we  ban  no 

Bicbe  fei]^  ^at  siluestr^  is  ]7us  in  bUs.      for  it  is  node  to 

cnstenmen  to  wite  wbat  }ing  is  bileue,  &  to  wite  wbat  is 

bynej^e  bileue,  &  putte  not  onr«  trouj^e  in  sicbe  }'ing.    but  it 

is  lioly  to  many  men  ]?at  siluestra  synnede  in  bis  biyng, 

&  petr«  ne  poule  ne  o^^ere  apostle  wolde  neu^e  baue  takun 

^is  staat ;  but  }&  fnxjt  of  bis  sorowe  &  o}ere  gode  dedis  }at 

be  dide,  wi]?  ^e  grace  of  goddis  wille,  myjten  baue  maad  bym 

seynt  aftir.     &  ]?us  men  sbewen  bi  opyn  skyle  defaute  of 

an^tcristis  resoun.    many  J'ingis  ben  gode  &  bolsum  ecbone  Thing*  may  be 

in  bis  kynde,  &  jre  mynging  of  J^es  }'ingis  is  vubolsum  to  man  yetbadSxed; 

to  take ;  so  prratbod  &  worldly  lordcbip  ben  bo]?e  gode  in  J^^r  to^daUp. 
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kynde,  &  J?e  myngiwg  of  Jes  two  "were  yenemons,  je  in  jfe 
•[p.  83  MS.]  pope,  for  l^is  lordchip  *wolde  quenche  ]^e  pou^rt  J^ot  crist 
A  cord  tea  good  haj  bedu».     &  a  coorde  is  a  good  fing,  &  faste  knyttiitg 

\h^\  *d {?****'  ^^'^^}  ^^  S^^  ^^1^  ^  ™^^  *  ^  beeste  i»  plasis  wher^  it 
Btrangie  him.      wolde  do  good ;  but  knytte  Jis  coorde  to  manntM  J^rote  &  it 
myjte  soone  strangle  J^is  man.     so  bynde  J'ou  lordchip  of  ]ns 
world  to  seculer  men  ^at  ban  wit  &  verta  to  worche  aftir  j^is 
lordcbip,  afbir  ^e  lawe  ]?at  crist  ba);   }Ouyn,  &  it  may  do 
^  myche  good,  goddis  worcbip  &  bis  cbircbis  profit ;  but  knytte 

J^is  lordchip  to  cristis  pr^t  &  it  wole  lette  bym  to  speke  Je 
lawe  of  god  &  soulis  beelj'e,  &  strangle  hym  &  many  opere. 
]7us  alle  ]7e  resouns  ]?0t  }e  fend  can  make  ajeniM  crist  & 
cristis  pr^tis  may  be  auoydid  bi  our^  fei];,  &  make  heietikis 
to  shame  of  hem. 

Capitulum  lO*"* 

Antioiirut argues  ^      it  argue}?  anjtc/ist  pat  bi  J^is  fel  foly  p^etual  almes  in 
coUeges  would  be  abbeys  &  in  coUegies  sbulde  be  destried:'  but  whe» 

destroyed  if  per-  *>«.,...  ^  i      -      a        * 

petuai        alma         wertf  more  synne  r    &  sip  it  is  greet  meede  to  do  almes 

ceased. 

for  a  tyme,  it  wer^  myche  mor^  meede  to  contynue  perpetual 

almes;  &  ]?us  charter^s  of  lordis  &  kyngi^  of  ]^er  p^petual 

almes  shulden  be  destried,  &  goostly  help  pat  sue];  per-of,  &  no 

drede  }e  pope  is  ground  of  alle  siche  p^petual  almes.     Heertf 

itwouidbebetter  ban  trcwc  men  ofte  seyd  J^at  it  wer^  myche  bet^re  pat  men 

such  neats  of  the  lyueden  opyn  lif  J'an  in  siche  nestis  of  pe  fend ;   for  siche 

abbeys  &  collegies  ben  hordis  of  synne  to  herbore  hym. 

Matt.  Ti.  [25.]     &  herfore  sei}'  crist  in  pe  gospel  *pat  men  shulden  not  be 

bisi  to  }e  morowe  ;   but  an^tcrist  ha}'  hardy  man^  to  holde 

his  castel  for  many  ^eere,    &  pus  put  crist  duxste  not  do,  ne 

his  apostlis  aftir  hym,  an^icrist  dar^  blyndly  do  in  holding  of 

siche  castels,  &  J^is  is  a  fendis  cautel  pat  he  ha];  brou^t  yn  of 

Heritage  among  newe.     heritage  of  erj'ly  lordis  goi}'  ofte  tyme  amys  whanne 

aometimes   into  tirauntis  &  goddis  traytouTs  comen  eyris  aftir  gode  men ;  but 

bad  hwTiilt. 

}it  god  ordeyne}'  grace  heer«,  &  ordeyne]?  summe  to  wante 
eyris,  &  bi  many  priuey  weyes  he  taki];  ynel  &o  gode  men 
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but  whanne  dche  bord  of  ye  fend  is  pM-petaald  in  o  beed,  be  but    this   lasts 

it  good  be  it  yuel,  it  lasti];  many  menniM  lyues,  &  it  is  ofmanymaiimd 

comynly  yuel.    for  cfiat  badde  but  twelue  apostlis  &  ledde  ™**  ^      ******* 

hem  in  trouel  &  pou^  &  booly  pr«cbing  of  bis  word,  &  }it  Even  among  the 

scariotb  was  a  sbrewe  for  al  J^e  v^rtu  J^ot  crist  sbewide.  aniMario?^^*' 

lord,  wber  popis  &  9r]?ly  lordis  ban  more  v^rtu  ^an  orist 

badde  beer^?     &  ]?us  sicbe  nestis  ^sbulden  not  be  callid  *[p.  82ft  ms.] 

pd^etuel  almes  of  worldly  lordis,  but  dennes  of  J^eues,  &  JJ^^  ^  ^^ 

nestis  of  s^rpentis,  &  bomely  bousis  of  quyc  deuels.     &  ^y  to  monastertos. 

don  barm  to  cristis  cbirge  bi  p^rpetualte  in  }er  synne; 

&  o^er  ground  ban  no  men  forto  founde  sicbe  dennes,  but 

y&t  exist  forfendide  bem  &  sbewide  y&r  perel  in  scariotb. 

&  ee^e  cautel  of  ^e  fend,  bou  quentely  be  ba^  brou^t  ]?is  yn. 

be  mouel;  bes  founderis  to  pride,  &  aeib  ley  ben  comun  of  The  deru  stirs 

^  ^  ri  r   r  J  men  by  pride  to 

grete  men,  ^ot  ban  foundid  p^rpetuel  abbeys  in  so  mycbe  ^^  s^oh  foun- 

mt«ltitude.    wber^  is  more  satanas  pride  ajentM  mekenesse  of 

iera  crist  ?     for  oura  bileue  tecbi);  vs  ^at  a  man  doi]?  no  a  man  can  do  no 

leng^re  merit  J'an  J^e  wbile  be  lyue];  beer^  in  er^e ;    bou  death. 

sbulde  })is  meede  euer^  laste?     ^es  founderis  sufilciden  not 

to  founde  ^er  oune  soule  in  vMues ;  bou  sbulden  ^ei  ^anne 

suffise  to  make  so  longe  yH;uous  men  ?    &  ^if  ^er  come  good 

of  ^is  ground,  pore  deed  men  ^ot  god  loue}'  bet^re  ban  more 

meede  of  })is  good  J^an  ban  ^ea  proude  founderis.     &  se  bou 

an^fcrist  &  ^es  lordis  stryuen  as  fendis  in  J^is  poynt.    an^»- 

crist  sei]?  ^ai  al  fia  lordcbip  felde  to  bym  bi  title  of  crist,  Antichrist   sstb 

that  all  lordslup 

&  80  yea  lordis  ^auen  a^en  godis  }at  J^ey  badden  ynitMtly  tniu  to  him  by 
boldun,  &  so  bei  ban  no  more  meede  but  maken  aseeb  for  8^  ,«»  only 

'  '  '  partial     restita- 

former^  synne ;  &  jit  Jey  dwellen  ay  in  synne  J^e  while  ^ei  ^^^ 

bolden  ony  lordcbip  fro  ^e  cbircbe.     &  ]?us  it  is  not  perpetual 

almes,  but  perpetual  part  of  makinge  aaee},     &  cMis  summe 

wordis  yat  beer«  ben  seyd  ben  so]?e,  &  summe  opyn  blasfemye, 

si^en  crist,  yat  is  lord  of  alle,  forfendide  sicbe  nestis  in  ye  gospel, 

&  ordeynede  to  bis  moost  der^  children  yat  yej  sbulden  not 

haiie  sicbe  dwellinge  place.     &  yia  be  ordeynede  for  yia  ende, 

yat  men  sbulden  coueyte  ye  place  of  beuene.     &toye  foorme  as  to  the  form  of 

of  an^tbristis  skile:   be  &  alle  bise  kunnen  not  grounde  yat  mou       ^'  '^' 
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^is  was  en^re  ony  almes  to  make  J^tis  sicbe  cajms  casteLs. 
Boioman'Btempie  Bo]?ely  in  ]?e  olde  lawe  was  Salomons  temple  a  hgure  of  ^ 
the  churoh,  bat  chiiche  ill  he  newo  lawe,  but  not  bat  he  chirche  shulde  be 

not  a  nuMlel  for    . 

it.  sicbe,  bnt  fre  &  large  yndir  fe  cope  of  benenoi  &  stoMde  in 

T^ues  of  manniM  soule ;  but  an^tcrist  wole  close  it  nou  in 
coolde  stones  ]?dt  moten  perissbe.  &  }ub  ]ns  founding  Tn- 
groundid  was  noon  almes  at  }e  bigynnyng,  &  it  is  not  aftir 
quykenyd  to  be  almes  wi]^-oute  skile ;  but  almes  were  to 
sue  crist  &  ordeyne  menntM  lif  aftir  bis'  lawe.  crist  is 
•[p.ssHS.]  god  yat  cbalengi]?  propr^  to  ordeyne  sicbe  *p^etaytesy  for 
Perpetnitr  be-  be  is  lord  wi]^-outen  ende;  wbo  dare  take  fro  hym  Jris 
lordcbip?  do  men  good  for  ]?^  Uf,  &  jyue  ^ei  to  orist 
p^etuyte,  for  be  can  &  may  do  ]^8  as  bym  liki^  in  bis 
cbircbe.  &  ]^us  errour  in  sicbe  synnes  ba^  destried  many 
kynredis  &  punyssbid  many  soulis  in  belle,  wbo  so  wyste  ^e 
Bo]?e  bi  ofist.  &  ]?us  sicbe  cbarterM  of  seculer  lordis  &  of 
popis  ben  ofte  witnessis  of  ^  eirours  of  }er  eldris  ^t  weren 
grounderis  of  }eB  synnes. 


Capitulum  11*- 

tSt**^wh3!  ^      ^*  V^  an^tbrist  gruccbij?  &  sei>  >«t  Jis  is  beresye,  for  it 
Chw)h "woSd  tecbi]?  a  weye  bi  wbicb  booly  cbircbe  sbulde  be  destried. 

be  destroyed.  £^y   jj£  y^  ^^^^  j^^   p^p^  j^   ^pj^  j^^  ^^  Capdenals  lus 

felowis,  y&r  wer^  no  patriarkis,  ne  arcbibiscbops,  ne  bischops, 

ne  ercbedekenes,  ne  officials,  ne  p^rsouns,  ne  prntis.     &  jif 

^s  ordris  perissbiden  J^us,   er]?ely  lordis  sbulden   sconnew 

periflcbe,  &  so  ^  cbircbe  sbulde  dwelle  wij^-outen  ordr#, 

as  fendis  wanten  ordr^  in  belle  &  ben  in  borrour  wi^-onten 

^  S^d*^  ^°^®*    Heertf  it  ha.}  be  seyd  ofte  bi  witnesse  of  trewe  men  ^«t 

SStoe^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  "*  ^^^  ^^  y^  partis  of  J?e  cbircbe,  Jat  ben 

of  Holy  Church,  olerkis,  lordis  &  comyns,  &  in  ecb  of  bem  is  ordr^.    for  crist, 

}at  is  bo^  god  &  man  &  beed  &  ground  of  booly  cbircbe, 

puttide  ]?is  ordr«  pleynly  &  ^  lawis  to  contynue  it,  &  a  i 

may  no  more  sbewe  J^otbe  is  an/tcrbt  bym  silf  ^an  to  : 
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y[&  ordrtf,  &  feyne  a  newe  wij^-oute  ground.     &  si]?  we  taken 

of  goddis  lawe  }at  crist  dwelli]?  wi}'-outen  ende,  he  wer^ 

a  fool  out  of  bileue  ^at  diffiede  heera  of  cristis  help,     crist 

wole  oidejue  to  his  chirche  pr^stis  &  ordr^  ^at  is  nedeful,  al 

^if  ]?e8  fourtf  sectis  weren  sunkun  doun  to  ^er  fadir.     leue 

whanne  ]?e  pope  was  deed  &  cardenals  weren  not  jit  sprongun, 

in  whois  bond  was  Je  chirche  }at  wandri]?  heer«  vpon  erje  ? 

Curtis  in  cristis  hond,  J«t  dwellij  euerd  heed  of  hooly  chirche;  21?***?^^?* 

&  he  mut  nedis  ordeyne  prestis,  summe  hyerd  &  surnme  2n"^'  *"  vWa 

lowers,  aftir  }at  he  jyue)>  hew  grace  to  profite  more  aftir  pri»ti- 

his  lawe.     &  j'us  jif  ^er  weren  no  popis,  ne  cardenals,  ne 

emp^rours  pr^latis,  hooly  chirche  shulde  stonde  wel  hi  ]?e 

ordr^  }at  crist  puttide.     &  jif  you  axe  who  shulde  make  J^es 

prestis,  &  bi  what  wordis  &  whois  autorite,  c^tis  bileue 

nedi];  ts  to  seye  }at  crist  mut  make  yes  pr^tis,  oyer  bi 

wordis  hid  to  ys  or  bi  grace  wij'-oute  wordis,  as  crist  not 

wi]7-outen  cause  made  apostlis  &  telde  vs  not  bi  what  woi^dis  *[p.  ssd  ms.] 

he  made  hem ;  why  shulde  not  crist  do  fit  so  ?    trowe  we  yat 

crist  sitting  in  heuene  is  lettid  to  strecche  his  grace  so  fer  ? 

Eiy  he  is  boj^e  god  &  man,  &  gouemyy  vs  in  oyere  ]?ingis. 

&  |if  yon  seye  yat  on  ^s  man^  myjte  ech  man  feyne  hym  silf  it  may  be  ob- 

jootod  that  eaoh 

a  staat,  &  seye  yat  he  is  hierste  man  yat  dwelli];  in  erye  vndir  man  might  claim 
crist;  so];  it  is  yat  many  pseudois  may  speke  myche  wi}'-oute  o^^^^m. 
ground,  &  yerfore  crist  ha^  joujm  a  lawe  to  trowe  hem  not  Chriathas  taught 

na  only  to  hcliovo 

but  }if  yej  grounden  hem.     &  sly  crist  bad  trowe  to  his«nch  as  rest  in 

werkis  &  jaf  neyer  bullis  ne  lettris  solid,  men  shulden  more 

trowe  hooly  werkis  yon  popis  bullis  or  bischops  lettris.     for 

alle  ^se  ben  not  gospel,  but  ye  fende  may  regno  Tudir  ^s 

writtis ;  for  bo^e  popis,  bischopis  &  prmtis  may  be  wiy  yea 

ye  fendis  children,  &  no  partis  of  hooly  chirche  but  fendia 

ordeyned  to  be  dampnyd.     trowe  J;au  to  Tortuous  dedis  of  we«hcmidj^ge 

prestis,  &  algatis  to  y&r  mekenesse,  yat  yej  ooueyten  noons<xM^dM^ 

hye  staat  yat  is  not  groundid  in  goddis  lawe.     &  so  proude 

prestis  &  coueytous  ben  suspect  of  prestis  staat.     but  yiB 

snspicibun  is  not  bileue  ne  hope  yat  man  shulde  haue.     but 

ne^eles  ech  man  heere  shulde  lyue  in  hope  ]Hit  bi  his  lif 
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he  shulde  come  to  heuene,  for  mekenesfle  &  o^ere  Yerines 

]^at  he  ha]?.     &  ]ms  we  shulden  lyne  in  bileue  in  bope 

&  in  oharite,  &  who  bo  wanti];  hope  hee»  he  is  an  opjn 

an^torist.    ^us  we  hopen  to  be  sauyd,  al  }if  J^es  pr^latis  hen 

opyn  fendis,  &  our^  bileue  &  hope  is  picchid  in  ^e  grace  of 

iesn  crist,  &  ouie  gode  worlds  may  we  knowe  wi];  entefit  in 

our^  soule.     many  men  trowen  more  to  gode  werkis  J^an  to 

h'  ^lif^aii^  *?  ^^*'  ^^  P^^®  ^^  bischop,  &  so  alle  J?es  pontificals  ben  bynejie 

ficaiB  were  burnt,  hooly  writ,  80  J^ot  jif  J?ey  alle  weren  brent  cristendom  shulde 

stonde  wel.     for  ellis  ^if  freris  founden  wordis  to  sacre  ^e 

armes  of  a  pr^,  &  J^e  pope  ^aue  hym  meede  to  fijte  wi^ 

6]^ere  cristenmen,  he  were  out  of  bileue  ]^at  trowede  not  to  al 

^iQ.    but  fer  be  it  fro  cristenmen  to  trowe  siche  cantels  of  ^ 

fend ;  &  hi  ]?is  may  men  se  answers  to  ]?e  foorme  of  an^tcristis 

These  new  ordOTs  resoun.     Jes  wordis  of  ]7e  emparours  prtflatis  J?tft  ben  not 

order  of  chriBt    groundid  in  goddis  lawe  destrien  not  hooly  chirche,  ne  }e 

ordre  ^at  crist  ha]?  sett;   but  founding  of  ]?es  newe  ordris 

distemp^]?  }e  ordris  of  crist,  &  ]?us  ]?e  fend  steli^  in  mo 

Popes  and  car-    men  to  his  stede.     be  ordr*  of  kyngis  &  dukis  &  knyitis 

dinals  hare  no  ^  "    "  ^ ' 

•[p.  84  MS.]       &  of  s^ruauntis  to  hem  ben  groundid  ♦in  goddis  lawe,  but  not 

authority  from  ^  °  °^      ^  ' 

ciuist.  of  popis  &  cardenals.     crist  ordeynede  hi  his  ordr^  .]?at  his 

apostlis  &  his  pr^tis  shulden  be  felowis  &  meke  men  &  telle 
not  hye  hi  hem  silf,  &  so  crist  maki]?  distincctbun  bi-twixe 

Prierthood  eon-  ordrd  of  erbly  lordis  &  ordr*  of  his  pr^tis.    for  bat  ordrv  is 

ei«t8  in  meekneM  *   "  * 

and  charity.  hid  to  god  &  stoodi]?  in  mekeuesso  &  oj^^re  dedis  of  chaiite ; 
&  so  blyndenesse  of  an^Vcrist  shulde  not  disproue  ]?es  worldly 
lordis,  ne  proue  }at  hi  J'e  same  skyle  mut  be  ]?is  ordr^  of 
emp^ours  pr^latis. 

Capitulum  12'"- 

Antiohiist  asks  )       it  an^tcrist  argucl;  lot  it  is  nedeful  to  he  chirche  bat  be 

who  ta  to  gire    '  ^  ,  .  ,        ;     ^     ,  ,   ,.  ,      .,        ^  : 

indulgences,  if  pope  &  his  cardeuals  &  opere  pr^latis  reule  iL    for  who 

there  were  no 

pope.  shulde  ellis  assoyle  men  &  graunte  hem  so  large  in- 

dulgensis  boj^e  of  peyne  &  of  synne,  haue  ^ei  neu^e  so  longe 
synned.    &  o^&re  priuylegies  of  ]?e  pope  may  not  be  teld  of 
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eryij  men.     in  ^ia  m&ter  ban  cristenmen  sejd  priuely  aschriBtian     mm 
ley  dursten,  bat  it  were  good  men  to  be  war  lest  an^tcrist  that^  we  thouid 

*  beware  of  Anti- 

difiseyue  hem.     &  god  wite  it,  men  wolden  wi}  wille  seye  christ*s  deceita. 

treu]?e  for  worohip  of  orist  &  for  profit  of  his  chirche  &  hope 

to  gete  blis  in  heuene.    boj'e  cristenmen  &  an^»crist  grounden 

hem  on  iera  orist,  bat  J^ey  fallen  in-to  dyu^rse  weyes  bi  }q 

tempting  of  }e  fend,     an^it'orist  leeue]?  mekenesse  &  paeiense 

wi]?  o]7«re  virtues,  but  cristenmen  holden  J^es  virtues,  summe 

more  &  suinme  lesse.     &  holde  we  ]?as  cristis  lawe  wi]?-outen 

nouelries  of  an^crist,  &  seye  we  boa  cristenmen  shulden  do 

in  J^ys  fendis  blast.     &  J^us  men  seyen  bi  cristis  lore  yat 

an^iorist  failib  first  whanne  he  seib  hat  it  is  nedeful  hat  be  Antiehrist  foils : 

'  '    -^  '       '     nnoe  the  Church 

pope  &  cardenals  renle  cristis  chirche.     for  whanne  cristis  throve      when 

^   ^  there    were    no 

chirche  Jrof,  wer^n  no  siche  pope  &  cardenals ;  &  sijen  J^es  pop««  or  canii- 

prelatis  weren  comon  yn  regnede  an^iorist  wi];  synne.     & 

anentis   asoyling,   bileue    techi]^    cristenmen  ^at  iesu.  cHst  ^J^f ^Jj^j'j^  • 

mut  nedis  asoyle  jif  ony  man  shule  be  assoylid,  &  an^tcnst  SaSolUSu**'*^^ 

may  not  for  shame  denye  opynly  J^is  bileue ;  but  he  sei]?  ^at 

crist  mut  nedis  assente  wi];  hym  in  asoyling,  &  he  groundi]? 

fis  bi  ye  gospel,  but  it  is  shame  to  reherse  it.     so)?  it  is  crist  TOwSrof io<2?ng 

grauntide  to  petr^  yat  what  J?ing  he  asoylide  on  erj^e  shulde  jSir^'^*^  ^ 

be  asoylid  in  heuene,  &  so  it  is  of  bynding;  but  yis  was 

lymytid  to  petr*  &  hise  yai  suyden  ye  ♦steppis  yat  petrd  •[p.  w*  ms.] 

wente,  &  whanne  yer  soyling  &  yer  bynding  acordide  wiy  god 

in  heuene.     but  nou  it  is  no  bileue  yat  f  es  gon  petris  steppis,  dS*no*t*^iow*tn 

&  suen  crist  ye  streijt  weye  yat  shulde  lede  herdis  to  heuene.  p«^'"  •*«x*« 

&  also  it  is  no  bileue  yat  what  tyme  yat  yes  pr^latis  feynen 

hetn  to  asoyle,  yej  acorden  yriy  crist  aboue;  &  so  it  is  no 

bileue  yat  ]?ei  acorden  euer^  wij  crist.    For  as  J?ey  synnen  in 

oyer  Jdng,  so  ^y  synnen  in  Jis  poynt;  for  he  yat  discordi)^  fro  m«»  ^q^?*%u 

goddis  wille  in  his  lif  &  in  his  dede  may  lijtly  discorde  fro  ^^•^^•'JJJS 

god  in  profecye  of  siche  asoyling.     men  preyen  gode  cristen.  »b«)iution. 

men  bi  ye  yerta  of  ie«u  crist  yat  yej  dampne  not  yes  wordis 

to  li^tly  wi]?-outen  skyle,  but  reste  in  resoun  &  goddis  lawe  & 

holde  al  yat  ]?ese  techen.    for  J^is  shulden  alle  cristenmen  do 

&  passe  not  ye  boundis  of  J'is;  &  y'la  shulden  men  telle  opynly 
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to  saffa:^  de]^  for  loue  of  treu]?e.     &  bi  J^is  may  men  se  wliat 

]?ei  shulen  trowe  of  indalgenBis.    it  is  no  poynt  of  bileue 

"pat  ]7e  pope  eu^re  more  in  graunting  of  pes  indulgeftsia  acordi) 

wip  goddis  wille;  as  it  is  no  bileue  pat  so  longe  shal  )is 

world  stonde,  as  pe  pope  gnuniip  indulgensis.     but  bilene 

techi]?  cristenmen  pat  indulgensis  shnlen  no  longer^  laste ;  & 

The  Pope^^mg  ],ug  it  is  no  bileue  jif  pe  pope,  for  bidding  of  a  kjng,  graunti) 

CidaigeDoes,       go  large  indulgensis  pat  a  man  may  in  a  masse  tyme  wher# 

euere  he  beri]^  pia  masse  gete  twenti  ^usynd  ^eer  of  pardooM, 

&  ]^at  wole  passe  alle  pe  tyme  pat  soulis  shulen  dwelle  is 

that  vonid  keep  porgatorve ;  &  bus  he  shal  not  dwelle  in  peyne  bi  be  gramit 

a  Boul  quite  out 

of  purgatory,      of  ]?is  pope,    manje  siche  ping^  ben  writun  pat  ben  nou^t  of 
It  is  dangwroufl  bileue,  &  psr£oTe  it  is  perelous  to  trowe  hem  as  bileue.     We 

bO  Deueve  tuefle 

things  as  of  fiaith.  bileuen  on  cristis  lawe  pat  }if  man  synnede  neuer^  so  longe, 

A  were  neuere  asojlid  of  pope  ne  of  his  prdst  yndir  hym,  jif 

he  wolde  forsake  his  synne  &  be  contrit  for  formers  synne  & 

ende  ]?is  lif  on  ]?is  man^,  god  wolde  for^yue  hym  his  synne. 

We  kunnen  not  telle  hou  longe  pat  god  wolde  punysshe  hym 

in  purgatorye,  &  ]^is  is  more  grace  of  god  psai  pe  pope  telli) 

in  his  lawe,  for  he  wole  nedis  constreyne  men  to  be  asoylid 

It  is  not  a  matter  of  ^T^  ^^  ^^^9  ^^^  P^  durste  noon  apostle  do.     &  ^ua  it  is 

or  ^that* man^u  DO  bileue,  as  it  is  no  bileue  pat  piB  or  J^is  is  very  pope,     for 

^^'  manntM  choys  meikip  no  pr^st,  hoa  eu^re  Jis  lawe  be  hyed. 

for  enleuene  apostlis  to-gider«   dursten    not    chese  mathy 

apostle,  &  ^it  pe  hooly  goost  was  wi]^  hem  &  coueytise  was 

Such  grants  are  awey.     &  bus  seyen  summe  trewe  men  pat  siche  erauntis  of 

«praTiTege8»;a8k,  .    i .  j.  j.j    .  jj-    ,  ,  ,      . 

the  authority  for  pe  pope  pat  ben  not  groundid  m  goddis  lawe  ben  prauylegies, 
ing  &  litil  woTp,  &  si]?  pej  ben  not  bileue,  axe  ground  of  he» 

bifore  J'ou  bie  hem. 

Explicit  tractattM  de  papa. 
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Extract    from  the  Tract  De    Servitute    Civili  et   Dommio 
Secularif  Cap.  Y.  from  MS.  Ashburnham,  If.  87i  et  seq. 

Bestat  videre  naturaliter  de  dominio  ac  aervitute  que  in 
clericis  magiB  fetet.  Secte  autem  he  quatuor  ex  caatela 
diaboli  majorem  seryitutem  in  seculareB  dominos  introducunt, 
et  specialiter  in  hoc  quod  ipsos  vecordant  ad  dei  ordinanciam 
defendendum.  Tit  incipiendo  a  papa,  ipse  lege  Christi  exigit  Pope  cites  per- 
quod  in  regaliis  exteris  citet  et  precipiat  quod  quecunque  judges  ^'^  ^ 
persone  Bub  regum  dominio,  quamcunque  deus  eos  incarccrat, 
compareant  in  tempore  brevi  quod  limitat  suis  judicibus 
responsuri.     1.  Sic   autem  contingit  romanum  presbiterum  "»d  bid*  them 

.      -^    .  J         •*.£   J.     •       A       T  1      •   •  i  'J.  cometoEome 

insanire  quod  mittat  m  Angliam  olencis  quos  contempnit  or  vhere  else 
ut  respondeant  infra  tempus  modicum  suis  cardinalibus  judi-  ^^  may  be. 
cibus  inimicis,  et  ut  machinetur  banc  stultam  cautelam  diaboli 
quod  Bomam  veniant  vel  ubicunque  papam  esse  contingit, 
sub  pena  crudelissima  responsuri.  Sic  enim  contingeret 
papam  regnicolas  quoscumque  regum  destruere  et  depauperare 
regna  tam  pecunia  quam  personis. 

2.  Iterum  cum  non  tantum  rutilat  sua  sapiencia  ut  destruat  IfA^^fS  "i* 

•  »    ^   A  1  '3  3*  •  I*         n  t  ^       make  the  ways 

m  regnis  latrunculos,  videtur  quod  necessitare  Yendicat  ndeles  safe  for  them. 
lit  pervias  abruptissimas  et  periculosissimas  tam  corpori  quam 
anime  capiant  iter  suum.       Cbristus  autem  non  yendicat 
hujusmodi  potestatem. 

3.  Iterum  contingit  quod  deus  necessitat  citatos  iUos  ex  God  may  disable 
infirmitatis    vel  debilitatis    impotencia  quod    infra   tempus  j^aring  toVue 
datum  et  usque  ad  diem  judicii  non  poterunt  per  tantam  c***^^'!' 
distancinm  laborare.     Cum  ergo  Cbristus  ipsis  precipit  quod 

non  sic  laborent  ad  illam  distanciam  et  papa  crudeliter  mandat 
oppositum,  patet  quod  in  hoc  ipse  induit  habitum  antichrist!, 
cum  nemo  posset   esse  Christo  magia  contrarius  quam  tam 
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dominative  mandando  oppoaitam  illixis  quod  Cbristas  tain 
realiterprecipit  in  effectum. 
in'heu^SySy^  4.  Iterum  quod  patet  irracionabilitas  hujus  mandati  evidet 
time  fixed.  yia  multiplici ;  nam  papa  de  valde  possibili  potest  interim  in 
inferno  condempnari.  Que  igitur  prudencia  citare  hominem 
dum  nesciat  quorsum  sicut  nescit  de  prefixo  termino  ubi 
erit,  specialiter  si  sit  yivus  vel  mortuus,  yel  a  dignitate  sua 
depositus  et  in  carcere  yiolente  reclusus.  Nee  habet  ista 
citacio  fundacionem  aliam  nisi  quod  Ghristus  accipiendo 
baptismum  aquaticum  yenit  bumiliter  ad  baptistam,  at  patet 
Jo.  prime  et  Mat.  Q° ;  ideo  anticbristo  pertinet  prooedere  per 
yiam  contrariam.^ 


Men  may  answer 
quite  as  well 
hy  letter. 


A  Christian 
fhoald  ask  help 
from  the  king, 


6.  Iterum  oitaciones  tales  notata  causa  possunt  faciliter  in 
Anglia  terminari,  cum  citati  yolunt  bumiliter  detegere  et 
mittendo  scribere  ad  romanam  curiam  fidem  suam.^  Que 
ergo  racio  citandi  tales  incarcerates  domini  pro  hao  causa. 
Certum  quidem  est  ex  fide  quod  apostolus  non  babuit  potes- 
tatem  a  dec  nisi  ad  edificacionem  non  destruccionem  ecclede 
yel  persone.  Et  si  diabolus  banc  potestatem  simnlayerit,  in 
ista  ficta  simulacione  est  faciliter  conyincibilis  esse  mendax. 
Ideo  cum  unus  fidelis  debet  in  illo  casu  quod  precipitnr 
obedire  domino  Jesu  Cbristo,  sanum  consilium  atque  catho- 
licum  yidetur  bominem  tenere  se  domi  et  bumiliter  pelere 
Buffragium  domini  Jesu  Gbristi.  In  ipso  enim  damamas 
abba,  pater,  qui  est  mirabilis  episcopus  animarum.  £t 
martirizacio  ista  diaboli  est  longe  crudelior  atque  caUidior 
quam  martirizacio  facta  per  seculares  in  ecclesia  primitiTa. 
Immo  libera  nos  domine  ab  isto  periculoso  tempore  et  vene- 
nosis  sagittis  emissis  de  pbaretra  anticbristi.  Eya,  xnilites 
Gbristi,  senrate  yiriliter  libertatem  yobis  datam  a  domino  non 
solum  quoad  bona  fortune  yel  corpora  sed  quoad  animam  et 
yirtutes.  Anticbristus  enim  licet  stolidus  yendicat  dominari 
omnibus  istis  tribus. 

7.  Iterum  yendicare  debet  catbolicus  ex  titulo  miserioordie 
subsidium  a  sano  concilio  regis  sui,  nam  tanquam  oertum 
supponitur  quod  papa  non  babet  potestatem  tantam  super 
corpus  bominis  regis  legii  ut  rex  babet ;  quis  ergo  Acbitopbel 
proiberet  quod  rex  mandet  tali  sue  legio  ne  ad  pape  man- 
datum  tali  discrimini  se  conyertat.  8i  autem  papa  plus  et 
principalius  dominatur  super  bomine  regis  legio  quam  rex 


>  I  leave  out  No.  6  as  it  has  to  do  with  the  Pope's  exacttng  ofttiis  of 
obedience  from  prelates  and  others. 

'  Compare  the  beginning  of  the  so-called  letter  to  Pope  Urban. 
^'Gandeo  plane  detegere  cuicunque  fidem  jneam  quam  teneo,  el  ^<^<i- 
aliter  Romano  pontifici.'' — F,  Z.  341. 
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ipse,   cam  potest  esse  inimicus  regis   et   regni,  ut  nuper 

contigit  in  effeotum,^  videtar  qaod  papa  habet  potestatem  in 

canctos  regis  regnicolas  in  regem  et  regnum  proprium  rebel- 

lare ;  ideo  certnm  videtur  quod  rex  habet  plus  principalem 

potestatem  super  corpore  hominis  sui  legii  quam  iste  episcopus 

raoione    ecclesie.       Alitor   enim    Gonstantinus    concessisset 

Silvestro     ad     destrucoionem   sui    imperii    principalitatem 

dominii  super  singulos  sues  legios;    sed  certum  est   quod 

nee  istud  potuit  neo  papa  debuit  acceptare  tale  dominium. 

Sient  ergo  rex  potest  et  debet  servare  in  suo  regno  aurum 

vel  jocale,  licet  pro  ipso  papa  mandaveriti  sic  et  hominem 

suum  legium,  cum  in  casu  sit  regno  tam  necessarius  ut  hoc 

aurum ;  specialiter  dum  papa  non  habet  aliquid  contra  hunc 

clericum  nisi  quod  legem  dei  et  jus  regni  pupplicat  contra 

refiigam  antichristi.     ^eo  grayiter  ferat  catholicus  quod  fidelis 

sic    postulat  humannm  subsidium  propter  illud  Jer.  17^  : 

MdUdietus  fui  eonfidit  in  homine  et  ponit  eamem  hraohium  and  would  not  so 

suum,  quia  debemus  in  dec  confidere  principaliter,  credendo  Jf°Qod|**'™** 

indefectibilitatem  sue  misericordie  tanquam  fidem;   sed  in 

homine  suppositive  et  ministraliter  possumus  confidere  citra 

fidem,  cum  confidendo  principaliter  in  deo  quod  moveat  suum 

organum  ad    in   tali  justioia  pertinente  magnatibus  adju* 

yandum,  possumus  ad   hoc  per  fideles  eyidencias  homines 

inclinare.     Et  unum  credimus;  quod  quicunque  Acbitophel 

consuluerit  regem  ad  oppositum  est  proditor,  a  fide  et  ntilitate 

exorbitans   regis    sui.      29*000680    tamen    habemus  percepta 

multitudine  scolarum  ^tichjisti   in  dei  adjutorium   figere 

fidem  nostram. 


The  tract,  "  Be  Gitacionibus  friyolis  et  aliis  Yersuciis  Anti- 
christi" (MS.  Ashbumbam,  If.  65),  begins  by  setting 
out  the  question  at  issue. 

Questio.  Si  papa  yel  ejus  yicario  citante  yirum  legium 
regis  ut  compareat  coram  eo  personaliter  pro  loco  et  tempore 
que  ipse  yoluerit  limitare,  dum  rex  non  licenciaverit,  pre-  is  a  man  bound 
dictus  yir  legius  teneatur  sub  pena  gravis  peccati  coram  ^^SSx^i^ 
papa  yel  ejus  yicario  in  dictis  loco  et  tempore  comparere? 
Et  videtur  quod  sic,  quia  alitor  ipsum  excommunicant, 
spoliant,  incarcerant,  yel  occidunt,  quod  non  facerent  nisi 
gravis  culpa  hoc  eidgat,  cum  deus  non  potest  pnnire  homi- 
nem  nisi  culpa  pene  hujusmodi  precedente.  Ergo  condusio 
yera. 

Sed  antequam  arguitur  ad  partem  contrariam  argucia  ista 
sophistica  est  solvenda.    Constat  quidem  logicis  quod  racio  ista  To  say  w  b  to 

1  This  ahowB  that  the  tract  was  written  after  Hie  Great  Schism. 
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kapiy  that  the    non  habet  colorem  nisi  snpposito  hoc  infideli  porrismate,  qaod 
ope  cannot  err.  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^j^  vioariuB  errare  potent  in  hao  parte.     Posaet 
enim  esse  qaod  talis  sit  antiohristns  et  manifestus  diabolns 
extoUens  se  inevidenter  (?)  supra  omne  quod  dicitor  deus; 
et  tunc  idem  foret  sic  ipsi  annuere  et  antichristo  sive  diabolo 
consentire.     Posset  enim  talis  prelatus  a^tari  tanta  insania 
quody   deo  citante  virum  legium   ad  contrarium,    ipse  citet 
God  maycau  the  irracionabilissime  contra  deum.     Cum  enim  citare  sit  mandare 
man  in  another   ad  futuram  obedienciam  adimplendum,  patet  quod  stat  deum 
^    °*  citare  realiter  virum  huno  legium  per  penam  corporis  quasi 

infligit  ne  sic  exeat  regnum  regis.  £t  cum  talis  prelatus 
patenter  citat  ad  contrarium,  patet  lucide  ipsum  esse  facientem 
hoc  Bcientifice  contra  Christum,  et  per  oonsequens  antl- 
christum.  £t  cum  Christus  sit  major  dominus,  quia  yeros 
deus  et  dominus  dominorum,  patet  patule  quam  necesse  sit 
hnnc  virum  legium  non  taU  citacioni  talis  diaboli  consentire. 
Dicit  enim  apostolus  prima  Cor.  10^  Fidelia  ett  deus  qui  nen 
permitUt  vos  temptari  supra  id  quod  poteatis ;  sed  faeit  ew» 
temptaeione  etiam  proventum  ui  poasitis  susiinere.  Et  sie 
videtur  quod  imminente  tali  temptaeione  diaboli  fidelia  vir 
legius  debet  in  deo  confidere  et  Christo  non  illi  diabolo  in  isto 
facinore  obedire ;  quia  sepe  deus  procul  videt  quomodo  talis 
prelatus  presumens  hanc  Antichristi  vesaniam  erit,  antequam 
tempus  quod  limitat  venerit,  adeo  impeditus,  quod  non  tunc 
erit  oportunitas  ad  virum  ilium  examinandum,  com  dei  citacio 
citacionem  talem  diabolicam  sepe  frustrat 


A  man  sins  who 
obeys  the  Pope 
rather  than 
ChrUt. 


The  Pope  doet 
not  know  the 
true  faith  bm  to 
the  Host. 


Ex  istis  coUigitur  quod  quicunque  fidelis  in  domino  sic 
citatus  consenserit  sic  vecorditer  antichristo,  dimittendo 
laborem  injunctum  sibi  a  domino,  peccat  graviter  tanquam 
stolidus  preeligens  sibi  ambiguum,  pro  quo  tam  corpore  quam 
anima  est  dampnandus.  Cum  ergo  tales  prelati  non  possimt 
occidere  animam  persone  quam  sic  citaverint  in  inferno,  et 
evidens  sit  quod  ex  tali  stulta  obediencia  tam  corpus  quam 
anima  occidentur,  stultum  videtur,  et  vecors  eleccio  pro 
citacione  tali  frivola  laborare.  Si  enim  sintilla  caritatis 
vigeret  in  isto  prelate  visitaret  talem  provinciam  instar 
Christi,  vel  saltern  instrueret  ipsam  epistolariter  more  Panli. 
Sed  sicut  citat  ad  locum  quern  nescit  et  pro  causa  quam 
habitualiter  exprimere  erubescit,  sic  nescit  fidem  cathoHcam 
etiam  de  hostia  consecrata'  quam  tractat  cotidioi  et  erubescit 
pandere  causam  diabolicam  pro  qua  citat. 


1  This  shows  that  the  tract  was  written  after  Wyclif  had  attacked  tk 
doctrine  oi  Tiansubstantiation. 
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TJnde  quia  diabolns  et  qnodlibet  ejus  membram  redai^nnt 
seipsos  in  peocatis  que  perpetrant,  notant  quidam  leges  qaas 
papa  approbat  in  hao  parte.     Nam  in  decretis,  18a  distinccione, 
fiic  scribiturr     <' Si  episcopus  metropolitanos  ad    compro- 
vinoiales  episcopos  epistolas  direxerit  in  quibus  eos  aut  ad 
ordinacionem  summi  pontificis  aut  ad  synoduili  invitet,  post- 
positis  omnibas  excepta    grava  necessitate  yel    infirmitate 
coq)ori8  ac  precepcione  regia,  ad  constitutum  diem  adesse  non 
differant."      Eoce    triplex    excusacio    excusat   a   citacione 
metropolitani,    ut    videtur    si    fuerit    ex    mandate    summi  ^^^5^^**' 
pontificis,  cum  ipse  sit  quidam  episcopus  et  per  dei  graciam  dtetion— 
metropolitanus.     Primum  est  gravis  necessitas  que  videtur  ^chrSt'aflook; 
maxima  in  custodia  Christi  ovium,  ne  a  lupis  rapacibus  lani- 
entur.      Secundum    est   infirmitas    corporis    propter    quam  'i,^^y; 
deficit  citato  disposioio  data  a  deo  ad  taliter  laborandum.     Et  ' 

3m  est  precepcio  regia  quando  rex  precepit,  sicut  debet,  suo  *  ^®    "*** 


legio  ne  taliter  extra  suam  provinciam  superfiue  evagetur. 
Et  omnes  iste  tres  cause  yel  aliquis  earum  in  qualibet 
citacione  hujusmodi  sunt  reperte,  et  specialiter  cum  rex  regum 
prohibeat  taliter  evagari.  Ad  eleccionem  itaque  summi 
pontificis  qui  est  Chnstus  indubie  debent  yiatores  singuli 
laborare,  cum  Christum  debent  viantes  singuli,  postpositis 
mandatis  et  citacionibus  humanis,  eligere,  juxta  illud 
deuteronomii  dominum  elegUU  hodie,  Et  sic  viantes  eligunt 
deum  et  ipse  ab  eis  eligitur  quandocunque  mandatum  sive 
concilium  suum  efficitur  et  mandatum  humanum  postponitar, 
quod  Tidetur  debere  fieri  quandocunque  citacio  talis  frivola 
contempnitur  et  voluntas  domini  adimpletur.  Et  sic  dioit  Answer  of  one 
quidam  debilis  et  daudus  citatus  ad  banc  curiam  quod  pro-  SSS^d^wSo  is 
bibicio  regia  impedit  ipsum  ire  quia  rex  regum  necessitat  et  Umo  and  feeble. 
Tult  efficaciter  quod  non  vadat.  Dicit  eciam  quod  domi 
oportet  ipsum  eligere  summum  pontificem  Jesum  Christum, 
quod  est  gravis  necessitas,  eo  quod  cum  ejus  omissione  vel 
negligencia  non  potest  romanus  pontifex  vel  aliquis  angeluB 
dispensare. 

In  these  last  sentences  it  seems  to  me  impossible  to  doubt 
that  Wydif  is  speaking  of  himself. 
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Page  2,  line  1. — The  comparison  of  the  religions  orders  to  the 
Pharisees  was  common  with  Wyclif.  Thus  in  his  tract  on  Matthew 
zxiii.  he  says:  ''Nee  dubinm  qnin  &atres  et  alii  religiosi  novelli, 
divisi  a  vita  commnni  secte  Christiane  tarn  in  cerimoniis  quam  in 
loco,  sunt  pharisei." — MS.  Ashbumham,  If.  76. 

The  comparison  had  been  made  long  before  Wyclif's  time,  and  is 
to  be  found  in  a  sermon  of  William  of  St.  Amour. — (Brown's  Fas- 
ciculus Eerum  Ezpetendarum,  ii.  43.) 

P.  2,  1.  11. — 0/}e  \r%dde  ^eke}he  maUUr  of  stones. 

The  reference  is  to  the  Historia  Scolastica  of  Petrus  Gomestor.  The 
book,  which  is  an  abridgment  of  the  Bible  history,  was  very  popular 
in  the  Middle  Ages.  The  account  of  the  Essenes  occurs  in  chap.  xzxi. 
of  the  Historia  Evangelica,  p.  211  of  the  edition  of  Paris,  1513. 

P«  2, 1.  16. — J$su  eursede  hem  ofte  }ee  e%\te  tymss. 

In  Matthew  zxiii.  '*  Woe  unto  you  "  is  repeated  eight  times.  Hence 
the  titie  Yffi  Octuplez  to  an  English  exposition  of  that  chapter 
printed  in  S.  E.  W.  ii.  379.  There  is  a  Latin  tract  bearing  the 
same  title. — (Shirley,  43.) 

P.  3,  1.    16. — Seiynge  .  .  ^at  orist  iau^le  not  .  .  }e  heste  ordre. 

Ac  si  dedignarentur  yel  erubescerent  sequi  Christum  patronam,  sed 
unum  alium  mendacem  et  grandem  pecOatotem  sibi  statuunt,  regulam 
Christi  ordinia  deserendo. — ^Trialogus,  iv.  85,  p.  371. 

P.  4, 1.  19. -^Zettris  offraUmite. 

The  convents  were  accustomed  to  grant  to  their  benefactors  letters 
entitling  those  named  in  them  to  a  share  in  the  benefits  of  all  prayers 
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and  merits  of  the  convent  or  order.    These  letters  are  a  fireqnent  sah- 
ject  £or  satire.     Thos  Jacke  Upland : 

Why  aske  ye  no  letten  of  bieilieriiMds 

of  other  meoB  praien, 

as  ye  desire  that  other  men 

shoold  aske  letten  of  yon  ?— Wright,  iW.  Aiwa,  toI.  ii.  p.  21. 

P.  5, 1.  9. — pe  purtuyt  is  mood  for  prestet  teehyng  mem  where  ^ 
sehuUen  do  here  almesy  ife. 

That  is,  the  preachers  had  exhorted  the  people  not  to  give  alms  to 
friars  and  monks,  hut  to  the  sick  and  hedridden  poor.  This  was  a 
common  suhject  with  Wyclif  and  his  followers,  and  was  naturally 
not  approved  hy  the  religious  orders.     Compare  the  next  article. 

P.  5,  1.  25. — Maien  pri/emon  to  moet  hey  poturt. 

There  seems  here  to  he  a  reference  to  the  rule  of  St  Francis,  where 
we  read :  "  pis  is  )«  heynesse  of  J?e  moete  heyj  pouert "  (p.  42). 
The  friars  professed  a  more  rigid  poverty  than  the  monks,  since 
the  latter  were  hound  only  to  personal  poverty,  whereas  the  friars 
were  forbidden  to  possess  anything  either  individually  or  collectiTely. 
This  (theoretical)  perfection  of  poverty  was  one  of  the  great  boasts  of 
the  Older.  "  Una  [paupertas]  est  omnium  Christianorum  que  excludit 
alienum  et  includit  commune  et  proprium.  Alia  est  monachonim  et 
multorum  religiosorum  quae  excludit  alienum  et  proprium  sed  includit 
et  admittit  commune,  quia  habent  aliquid  in  communi  licet  nihil 
habeant  in  particulari.  Tertia  est  fratrum  Minorum,  quie  excludit 
alienum,  speciale  et  commune  et  includit  solum  simplicem  nsum 
facti.'' — Nicolaus  Oranus  (Oresme),  Tractatus  in  regulam  Sancti 
Prancisci  (Luxemburg,  1626). 

P.  5,  1.  27. — Oaiest  toast  housis,  See. 

For  the  splendour  of  the  friars^  convents,  see  the  description  in 
Pierce  the  Ploughman's  Crede,  line  118,  and  still  more  line  156  et  seq. 
In  the  latter  passage,  the  author  may  well  have  had  in  view  the  very 
convent  where  the  Council  was  held  which  condemned  Wyclifs  doc- 
trines in  1382.  The  church  of  the  Austin  Friars  in  Broad  Street  is 
still  used  by  the  Dutch,  and  although  much  damaged  some  years  ago 
by  fire,  and  by  the  consequent  restoration,  it  presents  a  fair  specimen 
of  a  church  built  with  a  special  view  to  preaching. 

P.  6,  1.  27. — And  slen  toommen  ^at  mthstonden  hem  in  ]?t<  eynne. 
The  same  charge  is  brought  against  the  friars  farther  on  (p.  12). 
Compare  Chaucer : 

'/  For  tiier  as  wont  was  to  wslkea  an  elf, 

'  Ther  walketh  noon  but  the  lymytoor  himself. 


Wommen  may  now  go  sanfly  ap  and  donn ; 
In  every  busseh  or  under  every  tre 
There  is  none  other  incubus  but  he, 
Ami  he  ae  wol  doon  hem  no  dishonour." 


m/e  of  Bath's  Tak,  17-2«. 
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P.  6,  last  line. — Lump%9  of  )imge  men. 

So  in  Dialogus,  cap.  28 — <<  tales  globes  claastralinm." — ^MS.  Ash- 
burnbam,  If.  114. 

P.  7, 1.  5  from  bottom. — £ut  ^if  he  make  a  vow  to  a  Uynd  pylgrymage. 

The  '  greater  satraps '  bad  sufficient  reason  for  reserving  to  them- 
selves the  right  of  dispensing  with  pilgrimage.  The  valae  of  the  right 
may  be  judged  from  Walsingham's  account  of  the  Cardinal  of  St. 
Praxedes,  who  came  to  England  armed  with  powers  usually  reserved  to 
the  Pope :  ^'  Yota  peregrinationis  ad  Apostolorum  limina,  ad  Terram 
Sanctam,  ad  Sanctum  Jaoobum,  non  prius  remisit  quam  tantam  pecuniam 
recepisset  quantam,  juzta  veram  cestimationem,  in  eisdem  peregrina- 
tionibus  expendere  debuissent." — ^Walsingham,  ed.  Itiley,  vol.  i.  p.  452. 

P.  7,  1.  3  from  bottom. — Satrap, 

A  favourite  name  of  Wyclif  s  for  worldly  prelates.  So  in  the  Dia- 
logus :  ''  Que  ergo  evidencia  mo  vet  bos  satrapas  sic  voluntati  domini 
advereari?" — Cap.  xiii.  (MS.  Ashbumham,  103^.) 

P.  8, 1.  7. — GraufUe  km  }e  hleeee  ofheume. 

The  Pope  was  liberal  of  indulgences  on  behalf  of  Spencer's  crusade  in 
Flanders  to  a  degree  which  seems  to  have  shocked  even  the  orthodox. 
Knighton  tells  us :  "  Habuit  preedictua  episcopus  indulgentias  mirabiles 
cum  absolutione  a  pcena  et  a  culpa  pro  dicta  cruciata  a  papa  Urbane  YI.  ei 
concesgas^  Cujus  anctoritate  tammortuos  quam  vivos,  ex  quorum  parte 
contributio  sufficiens  fiebat,  per  se  et  sues  commissarios  a  poena  et  culpa 
absolvebat.  Dicebatur  enim  quod  quidam  de  commissariis  suis  assere- 
bant  quod  ad  eorum  pneceptum  angell  de  cobIo  descenderent  et  animas  in 
purgatoriis  locis  positas  de  poenis  eriperent  et  ad  ccdlos  absque  mora 
deducerent." — Twysden's  Decem  Scriptores,  2671.  Ko  wonder  that 
WycUf  spoke  strongly.  In  his  Exposition  of  Matthew  xxiv.  he  says : 
<<  Qui  eciam  unquam  audivit  majus  prodigium  quam  quod  talis  refuga 
per  catulos  sues  suscitet  hujusmodi  cruciatam,  quod  quilibet  laborans 
in  sue  subdolo  negocio  suum  proximum  occidendo  erit  a  pena  et  culpa 
certitudinaliter  absolutus.  Et  sic  statim  advolabit  ad  celum  sine  pena 
.  purgatorie,  cum  beatis  ceteris  coUocatus.'' — ^Ashbumham,  If.  60.  He 
goes  on  to  lay  the  blame  partly  on  the  friars,  without  whom  he  says  the 
Pope  could  not  have  accomplished  such  wickedness. 

P.  8,  last  line. — Es^erymentie,  or  wiche  eraft. 

This  looks  like  a  reference  to  Roger  Bacon,  but  he  was  not  the  only 
student  of  physics  among  the  friars ;  see  Pro£  Brewer's  pref.  to  Monu- 
menta  Franciscana :  "I  repeat  that  the  first  sustained  attempts  at 
experimental  philosophy  commenced  with  the  friars,  and  grew  out  of 
the  actual  necessities  of  their  position." — p.  xliii. 

P.  9,  1.  1. —  Veyn  ionyta,  ifc. 

Compare  with  this  the  social  aocompUshments  enumerated  in  Piers 
Plowman,  B.  xiii.  230 : 

"  Ac  for  I  can  noiiher  tabre  ne  trompe  -  ne  telle  none  gestei, 
Farten  ne  Nthelen  *  at  f  eetes,  ne  harpen, 
lape  ne  iogly  *  ne  gentlych  pype, 
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Ke  noyther  sailly  ne  saute  *  ne  synge  witii  >6  gytemey 
I  haae  none  gode  gyftoB  -  of  >ue  grete  lordes.^ 

P.  9,  1.  14. — Confissioun  and  heriynge. 

The  inroad  of  strange  confessors,  among  whom  the  Man  were  the 
chief,  was  a  great  trial  to  a  good  parish  priest.  The  sinner  found  it 
easier  and  pleasanter  to  confess  to  a  passing  stranger  than  to  one  who 
knew  all  about  him.  There  were  other  less  worthy  motives  that  kept 
up  a  jealousy  on  this  point.    Thus  Jacke  Upland : 

**  Why  covet  ye  shrift  and  burying 
of  other  men's  parishens, 
And  none  other  sacrament 
That  falleth  to  Christian  folke  F 
Why  busie  ye  not  to  heaie 
to  snrift  of  voore  folke, 
as  well  as  of  rich.'* 

Wrufhtf  FoL  Fbemi  and  8(mff^  vol.  ii.  p.  22. 

To  which  Daw  Topias  retorts : 

'*  I  trowe  it  be  the  paroche  priest, 
Jacke,  that  then  meenest 
that  nyl  not  hoael  his  parischens 
til  the  peny  be  paied, 
ne  assoilen  hem  of  her  synne 
withouten  schrift  silTer." — Id,  p.  46. 

Cf.  note  to  p.  224.  Burials  of  rich  men  were  profitable,  as,  beside 
burial  fees,  there  were  always  bequests  for  masses  at  the  tomb. 

P.  10,  L  \^.—^p&ifeynen  hem  sotil  ofjfUik, 

The  study  of  medicine  was  a  tradition  among  the  friars.  It  had 
begun  with  their  devoted  ministratioiis  to  the  lepers  and  the  sick  poor. 
"The  practice  of  medicine  is  engrossed  by  the  friars  in  the  thirteenth 
century,*'  says  Prof.  Brewer  (Monumenta  Franciscana,  p.  xliv).  With 
this  passage  compare  point  zxxviii.  in  the  tract  ''How  KeUgioas 
Men,"  etc.  (p.  224). 

P.  10, 1.  6  from  bottom. — pan  }es  pharisest  presm  fasU  to  hsre  wyua. 

'<  For  when  the  gode  man  is  fro  hame, 
jind  the  frere  comes  to  onr  dame, 
He  spares  nanther  for  synne  ne  shame 
That  he  ne  dos  his  wille." 

FoUtiealFomi  (T.  TTnyA/)*  i*  264. 

P.  11, 1.  ^.—PriuatU  ordrts. 

The  plural  form  of  the  adjective  here  should  be  noticed.  Cf. 
Mr.  Skeat's  note  to  Piers  Plowman,  x.  343,  p.  199. 

P.  11,  1.  20.—^*  hildegar  wt>. 

St.  Hildegaid  (b.  1098,  d.  1179)  was  Abbess  of  8t.  Rupert,  near 
Bingen.  8he  was  an  ascetic  and  visionary,  whose  prophecies  were 
frequently  cited^by  the  Lollards  for  their  denunciation  of  abuses  in  the 
Church.  She  is*  mentioned  in  TrialoguS|  iv.  26  (p.  838).  Cf.  Peoock'a 
Eepressor,  483. 
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p.  12, 1.  A.^Porefinru  a^abitis. 

SarabaitSB  originally  meant  men  who  professed  to  be  monks,  but 
subjected  themselves  to  no  rule.  '^Tertium  vero  monachorum  teter- 
rimum  genus  est  sarabaitarum  qui,  nulla  regula  approbati  .... 
adhuc  operibus  servantes  ssbcuIo  fidem,  mentiri  Deo  per  tonsuram  nos- 
cuntur." — Rule  of  St  Benedict,  cap.  i.  The  term  was  afterwards 
applied  to  the  Waldensian  teachers,  and  in  the  text  it  seems  to  refer  to 
the  spiritual  Franciscans  or  Fraticelli. 

P.  12,  1.  lS,—Perp6iMalaliMi  of  eojris. 

I  suppose  this  means  endowment  (perpetual  alms)  by  annuity  payable 
in  money,  as  distinguished  from  gifts  of  **  unmeble ''  property.  Such 
money  would  probably  have  a  ehest  or  '^ coffer''  assigned  to  it, 
especially  if  the  donor  had  limited  it  to  some  particular  purpose.  See 
Mr.  Anste/s  introduction  to  Munimenta  Academica,  p.  xxxvii,  etc. 

P.  12,  1.  2  from  bottom. — ^ifiet  hen  made  wafrerie. 

Wafer  was  the  name  commonly  given  to  the  bread  for  the  Eucharist, 
but  it  meant  also  a  sort  of  sweet  cake,  as  does  the  Fr.  gaufre^  and 
the  waferer  was  a  hawker  of  these  cakes.  The  waferers  had  a  bad 
reputation,  if  we  may  believe  Chaucer's  Pardoner  : 

"  yonge  fraytsteris 
Singers  with  harpes,  baudes,  wafereres, 
Which  that  ben  yerray  develes  officeres,"  etc. 

Fard.  Tah,  16. 

Compare  Piers  Plowman,  (B.)  y.  641. 

The  text,  however,  does  not  imply  that  the  religious  actually  turned 
cake-hawkers.  It  only  says  that  they  were  as  bad  when  they  made 
presents  of  eatables  in  the  hope  of  getting  them  returned  with  large 
profit.  The  sarcasm  would  have  the  more  point  if  the  monasteries  were 
often  noted  for  well-prepared  delicacies,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  pastry- 
cook's art  may  have  been  cultivated  in  the  cloister  then,  as  the  liqueur* 
maker's  is  now  at  La  Trappe  and  the  Chartreuse. 

P.  13, 1.  10. — )%f\eigeten  hem  worldly  offie. 

**  Item,  quod  monstruosius  est,  religiosi  et  monachi,  qui  plus  sunt 
offlciales  fisci  quam  Chnsti,  in  curiis  principum  et  cathedris  judiciorum 
et  cameris  computorum  et  aliis  actibus  secularibus  miHtantes  contra 
statuta  Canonum." — Peter  d'Ailly,  De  Emendatione  EcolesisB  (Brown's 
Fasc.  Rer.  Expet.  i.  411). 

P.  13, 1.  13.— ^nyn^TM. 

Annona,  originally  meaning  yearly  produce,  and  thence  com  or  pro- 
visions, came  to  have  the  sense  of  a  rent  in  kind,  and  also  of  a  daily 
allowance  of  food.  The  annonarius,  the  person  charged  to  deal  with 
the  annona,  might  be  collector,  dispenser,  or  both  together.  If,  as  I 
suppose,  anyneria  is  the  same  word,  it  may  be  represented  by  steward. 

P.  14,  last  line. — Crist  jpreied  most  in  ^e  ny^t  in  hiUis,  ife. 

"  Et  sic  de  vita  Christi  legimus  quod  ipse  elegit  facere  facta  sua  sub 
divo,  cum  in  dupplici  convivio  sub  divo  populum  suum  pavit^  sub  divo 
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BepiuB  predicavit,  et  sub  divo  pemoctando  patrem  mium  pro  ecdesia 
exoravit." — Speculam  MilitantiB  Ecclesie,  cap.  zzi.  (MS.  Aahbumham, 
If.  109). 

p.  15, 1.  9. — Cost  ofhehmte$  and  }aU  houM, 

So  in  the  Latin  Sermons  (Part  II.  Sermon  49),'Wyclif,  after  remarking 
on  the  sumptuous  living  of  the  monks,  complains  of  the  great  kitchens 
which  the  abbots  build.  Then  he  continues:  '^Et  ad  figurandnm 
conquestus  sues  atque  dominia  super  dominos  seculares  multe  abathie 
constituunt  sibi  portas  sumptuosas  cum  propugnaculis  tanquam  castra." 
—MS.  T.C.C.  f.  223.  The  great  stone  kitchen  at  Glastonbury  was  built 
in  the  14th  century,  but  I  believe  its  exact  date  is  disputed.  The  great 
gateways  at  Battle  and  Bury  St.  Edmunds  are  also  of  the  14th  century. 
The  latter  ''  combines  in  a  remarkable  manner  a  richly  ornate  character 
with  an  ingenious  system  for  defence ;  it  is  at  the  same  time  an  oma» 
mental  structure  and  a  strong  fortress." — Turner's  Domestic  Architec- 
ture in  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  191. 

P.  15, 1.  24. — Placeboes  and  dirige, 

Placelo  was  the  name  commonly  given  to  Yespers  in  the  Office  for 
the  Dead,  from  the  first  word  of  the  Antiphon  (with  which  the  service 
opens) :  Placebo  Domino  in  regione  vivorum. — Sarum  Breviary,  ed. 
Procter  and  Wordsworth,  ii.  271. 

Dirige  similarly,  as  the  first  word  of  the  Antiphon  at  Mattins  in  the 
same  Office,  gave  its  name  to  the  Service. — Id.  273. 

P.  19,  1.  9  from  bottom. — The  signs  of  Antichrist  and  the  fifteen 
tokens  before  Doomsday  seem  to  have  been  popular  subjects  of  dis- 
course. The  Apocalypse  supplied  the  groundwork  for  them,  but  the 
popular  fancy  added  much.  Those  who  are  curious  in  such  matters 
may  find  the  whole  set  forth  in  detail  in  the  Cursor  Mundi,  lines 
21971,  et  seq.  (E.E.T.8.  No.  66).  There  is  a  shorter  version  in 
Mr.  Fumivall's  "  Adam  Davy,"  etc.  (E.E.T.S.  No.  69).  It  is  to  be 
noticed  that  different  versions  do  not  agree  exactly  as  to  the  order  or 
even  the  nature  of  the  different  signs. 

Wyclif  speaks  of  them  with  contempt  in  his  Latin  Sermons :  *'  Quo- 
modocunque  autem  illi  sompnient  de  15^^*^  signis  ante  diem  judicii, 
evangelium  tamen  dicit  Mat.  24^-:  Siout  autem  fuit  in  diebus  Noe  ita 
erit  adventus  filii  hominis Melius  autem  est  dicto  evan- 
gelic credere  quam  ypocrisis  codicibus  sompniatis  de  deliramentis 
fantasticis  hebreorum." — Sermons,  Part  II.  Sermon  61  (MS.  T.C.C. 
If.  225a). 

P.  21,  1.  2  from  bottom. — Wiihouten  synne^  ^  die  degrees,  Sfo. 

I  think  I  ought  to  have  changed  "  &  "  into  "  in  *'  (and  of  course 
left  out  the  comma  before  it). 

P.  23,  1.  16. — fee  rome  renneris. 

Bome-runners  seems  to  have  been  the  regular  name  given  to  the 
persons  who  gained  a  livelihood  by  acting  as  agents  at  the  Papal  Court. 
There  was  a  vast  amount  of  private  business  continually  in  hand  there, 
such  as  appeals  in  ecclesiastical  causes,  and  the  obtaining  of  dispense- 
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tions.  Cf.  Sir  Jolrn  Paston's  letter :  "  I  have  answer  ageyn  fro  Eoome 
that  there  is  the  welld  of  grace  and  salve  sufficiaunt  for  suche  a  soore, 
and  that  I  may  be  dyspencyd  with  :  neverthelesse  my  proctore  there 
axeth  a  mj  docatys,  as  he  demythe.  But  Master  Lacy,  another  Eome 
renner  heer,"  etc. — Paston  Letters  (Gairdner's  edition),  vol.  iii.  p. 
101. 

Wyclif  had  no  donbt  had  painful  experience  of  these  men  during 
his  litigation  about  the  Wardenship  of  Canterbury  Hall. 

In  Piers  Plowman  (B.  iv.  128)  one  of  the  conditions  of  Eeason's 
Utopia  is — 

**  And  alle  Rome-renneris  for  robberis  of  byjonde, 
Bere  no  silver  over  see." 

Mr.  Skeat  (note,  p.  82)  understands  the  word  only  of  the  Eoman 
procurators  who  came  to  collect  money  in  England. 

P.  24, 1.  21. — JB&re  lardtsehipe  Sf  anemtn  god,  Sfe. 

I  ought  to  have  struck  out  the  ^'  &."  The  reference  is  to 
Wyclif 's  doctrine  of  dominion.  If  the  man  does  not  do  his  duty  to 
his  chief  lord,  God,  his  holding  is  forfeited,  and  he  ceases  to  have  any 
true  lordship  before  God. 

P.  27,  1.  6. — Charges  against  poor  priests  of  disturbing  the  realm 
were  common,  and  sometimes  not  without  foundation.  The  narrator 
of  the  Fasciculi  Zizaniorum  says :  **  Yix  aliquis  eorum  predicaret  quin 
ad  pugnam  inter  se  audientes  provocarentur  et  schismata  in  villis 
fierent "  (p.  272).  In  consequence,  he  says,  the  gentry  required  the 
Archbishop  to  put  an  end  to  these  heresies,  and  this  brought  about  the 
Council  of  1382.  Probably  the  troubles  were  due  as  much  to  vehe- 
ment supporters  of  old  things  as  to  the  preachers  of  new ;  but  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  during  the  Conservative  reaction  which  followed 
the  rebellion  of  1381  the  reformers  were  viewed  with  a  new 
suspicion. 

P.  27, 1.  3  from  bottom. — Bi^tfid  ^euyng$  if  ofalmes,  Sfe. 

Probably  the  ^'&  "  here  should  be  omitted. 

P.  32, 1.  26. — }f/a  man  he  somonyd  to-gidre  to  ye  heijere  iuge,  Sfc. 

'^  Prelati  citant  homines  longe  melius  in  causa  aei  legitime  occupatos, 
hoifiines  quos  rex  regum  citat  ad  locum  contrarium,  immo  quos  deus 
impossibilitat  ut  sic  compareant." — ^De  Sermone  in  Monte,  c.  6  (MS. 
T.C.C.  f.  365«). 

P.  33, 1.  22. — N$w$  religious  aesessours. 

The  assessors  in  religious  prosecutions  seem  to  have  been  usually 
taken  from  the  regulars.  Probably  among  them  were  to  be  found  the 
largest  number  of  doctors  of  theology.  In  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Council  of  1382,  in  which  Wyclif  s  doctrines  and  his  followers  were 
condemned,  sixteen  doctors  of  theology  consented  to  the  decisions,  and 
they  were  all  friars.  In  later  meetings  five  seculars  appear,  but  of 
these,  two  (Bigge  and  Bright  well)  had  been  judged  at  the  first  meet- 
ing and  admitted  to  pardon.— F.Z.  28^-291. 
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p.  35, 1.  6. — Ne  for  leeherie  }if  men  woUn  pate  rente  hi  \eere  Sf  dwMe 
etil  ^er-inne  dU  longe  as  hym  liste. 

So  in  Latin  Sermons  :  '^Licenciam  per  annum,  vel  tempus  pecnnie 
huic  aptatum,  ad  mechandum  libere  quantumcunqne  Toluerit." — 
Sermons,  ii.  20  (MS.  T.C.Q.  201a). 

It  was  a  common  cause  of  complaint  that  the  Ordinaries  did  not 
attempt  to  repress  incontinence,  but  made  it  a  source  of  gain.  *'  Purs 
is  the  ercedeknes  helle,"  says  Chaucer's  Sompnour ;  and  fines  seem  to 
have  been  generally  accepted  in  place  of  amendment.  In  the  Parlia- 
ment of  1372  the  Commons  petitioned  that  if  the  Ordinary  did  not 
deprive  beneficed  clerks  who  kept  concubines,  the  church  diould  be 
vacant  at  the  end  of  half  a  year,  and  the  patron  present  anew.  More- 
over, that  in  case  of  the  Ordinary  being  patron,  the  King  should  present 
in  his  stead. — ^Bot  Pari.  iii.  314.  In  1382  the  citizens  of  London 
took  the  matter  into  their  own  hands,  imprisoned  some  women  "  in 
prisona  que  vocatur  Dolium,"  then  cropped  their  hair  close,  and  led 
them  in  derision  through  the  streets.  They  are  said  to  have  been 
stirred  up  by  Wyclif  and  his  followers. — Walsingham,  ed.  Riley, 
ii.  65. 

P.  35, 1.  31. —  WTii  eehvlde  euratie  pronounsen  here  hre^eren  a  cursed. 

In  one  of  his  Latin  Sermons  Wyclif  lays  down  that  a  priest  must 
not  excommunicate  unjustly,  even  though  his  prelate  bid  him  do  so. 
He  adds:  "potest  autem  sacerdos  inferior  dicere  parochianis  quod  talis 
prelatus  dicit  se  excommunicare  talem  subditum  ;  immo  caveat  sibi  in 
consciencia  sua  quod  de  illo  sibi  imposito  non  sit  reus,  et  detegat 
virtutem  excommunicationis  ne  simplices  de  ipsa  trepidant  ubi  nou  est 
racionabiliter  trepidrinduto." — Senjions,  Part  ii.  43  (MS.  T.C.C.  218rf). 
Perhaps  there  is  a  touch  of  worldly  wisdom  here.  In  announcing  the 
fact  of  the  Bishop's  excommunication  the  priest  would  have  formally 
oomplied  with  the  letter.  The  practical  results  would  fedl  on  the 
excommunicated  person. 

P.  36,  1.  5  from  bottom.— To  enprisone  ^e  hoii  afiir  fowrii  dates 
a  eursyng. 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  Chancellor  to  imprison  any  one  who  had  been 
for  forty  days  under  the  major  excommunication,  and  to  hold  him  until 
he  was  released  from  ban. 

P.  40,  1.  5. — Pope  A<wiorw.— BEonorius  III.,  1216-1227. 

P.  40, 1.  14. — Mynystris  prouyncials. 

The  rulers  of  the  Franciscan  Order  were  called  ministers  (with  a 
reference  to  Matt.  xx.  25).  The  head  of  the  Order  was  the  minister 
yeneralis,  and  under  him  there  was  in  each  country  a  minister  provin- 
cialiSf  who  had  charge  of  the  general  interests  of  the  Order.  The  use 
of  the  plural  adjective  '  provyncials '  will  be  noticed  here.  Compare 
p.  11,  Ime  9,  and  note  upon  it. 

P.  40,  1.  S4.—Tweie  eotis,  8fo. 

The  Latin  runs :  "  duas  tunicas  sine  caputio  et  cingulum  et  braccas 
et  caparonem  usque  ad  cingulum." 
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p.  41,  1.  18. — Breuyaries,  }at  is  unale  tauUris  or  ahreggxd. 

This  explanatory  clause  is  not  in  the  Latin.  I  need  hardly  remark 
that  this  is  not  the  usual  meaning  of  breviary.  Compare  tiie  story 
about  St.  Francis  and  the  novice  who  wanted  a  psalter  (told  in  preface 
to  Mon.  Franciscana,  p.  zxx),  where  St.  Francis  objects,  ''  When  you 
have  got  a  psalter,  then  you'll  want  a  breviary/'  etc. 

P.  41,  1.  20.— Vndren. 

Halliwell  gives  ^^undem,  nine  o'clock  a.k.''  So,  too,  Mr.  Earle,  in 
his  "  Two  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Chronicles/'  where  the  word  occurs 
B.a.  538  and  540,  and  he  is  supported  by  Florence  of  Worcester,  who 
translates  in  both  cases  '  bora  tertia.' 

In  Stratmann's  Dictionary  undem  is  translated  noon,  and  in  our  text 
it  is  given  for  the  hour  of  sext,  which  rightly  belongs  to  mid-day. 
There  is  a  curious  discrepancy  in  the  use  of  the  word  in  the  WycMte 
Versions.  In  Mark  xv.  25,  we  find  '*  It  was  the  thridde  our,  that 
men  clepen  undruu."  But  in  v.  83,  many  copies  of  the  same  version 
have,  '*  the  sexte  our  or  undume."  And  in  John  iv.  6,  we  have  again, 
"  The  our  was  as  the  sixte  or  undum."  Here  two  copies  substitute 
forundurn  "mydday."  Forshall  and  Madden  (Gloss.  toW.V.)say  "the 
time  from  nine  to  twelve  in  the  morning." 

P.  44, 1.  5. — p$  lord  hd]^  maad  ahregged  word  upon  \e  er}s. 

A  quotation  from  Bom.  ix.  28,  where  the  Yulgate  has:  ''quia 
verbum  breviatum  faciet  Dominus  super  terram." 

P.  45,  1.  15. — Stdbk  in  general  fei}  of  cristone  men. 

The  Latin  is:  <<  Stabiles  in  fide  Catholica." 

P.  45,  1.  22.— The  Testament  of  8t,  Francis. 

Another  English  version  of  this  is  printed  by  Prof.  Brewer,  from  a  MS. 
of  the  15th  century,  in  the  Appendix  to  Monumenta  Franciscana,  p.  562. 

P.  45,  1.  24.-—  TFTianne  I  was  in  ouere  myehe  synne. 

The  Latin  is :  ''  Cum  essem  in  peccatis,  nimium  mihi  videbatur 
amarum." 

P.  45,  1.  4  from  bottom.^ZtVtf/  poreprestis  of  }is  world  ^at  dwellen 
in  pariehis. 

This  curious  way  of  describing  secular  priests  in  charge  of  parishes  runs 
thus  in  the  Latin:  ''  £t  si  haberem  tantam  sapientiam  quantam  Salomon 
habuit,  et  invenirem  pauperculos  sacerdotes  hujusssBCuli  in  paroohiis  iu 
quibus  morantur,  nolo  pnedicare  contra  voluntatem  ipsorum." 

P.  45,  last  line. — Fore  in  hem  I  take  hi  discrecion  goddis  sone. 

"  Quia  Filium  Dei  discemo  in  eis." 

P.  46,  1.  5. — I  wile  ahouen  all  ^ingis. 

Here  the  translation  is  again  rather  at  fault  The  Latin  runs :  ''  Et 
hflBc  sanctissima  mysteria  volo  super  omnia  honorare  et  venerari  et  in 
locis  pretiosis  collocare.  Et  sanctissima  nomina  ejus  (t.^.  Christi)  et 
verba  scripta,  ubicumque  invenero  iu  locis  iUioitis,  volo  coUigere,"  etc. 

P.  46, 1.  18. — 0  cote  or  hirtil  with-ynne  for^e  Sf  with-oiUe  for^. 

"  Pieced  "  or  "  clouted  "  has  been  left  out  here.  The  Latin  runs : 
''  Eramus  content!  tunica  una  intus  et  foris  repeoiata,"  etc. 
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p.  47,  1.  10.— ptf  Cardynal  hoitiense. 

The  Cardinal  of  Ostia,  afterwards  Alexander  lY.  As  Pope  he  was 
the  great  supporter  of  the  Mendicants  in  their  quarrel  with  the 
University  of  Paris. — ^Milman's  Latin  Christ,  book  xi.  ch.  2. 

P.  47,  1.  18.—^  rede  }ei  he$  wordU. 

The  translation  here  is  hardly  intelligible  from  excessive  abridg- 
ment. The  Latin  is  :  *^  Et  sempenhoc  scriptutn  habeant  secam  jaxta 
regolam.  Et  in  omnibus  oapituHs  que  faciunt,  quando  legunt  Begulam 
legant  et  ista  verba." 

P.  48,  1.  13. — Men  9eyn  \at  he  %e  cursed  }at  letti)^  \e  rijlful  wille  of 
a  dede  man. 

''Also  all  tho  ben  acursed  that  lette  or  procure  to  lette  the  testa- 
ment, and  the  last  wil  of  folk  whan  they  deye,  of  thinges  that  ben  ther 
owne,  and  that  they  may  skilfully  bequethe  bothe  by  lawe  of  holy 
chirche  and  by  oustome." — ^Monumenta  Eitualia  Ecclesisd  Anglicanae, 
by  Eev.  Wm.  Maskell,  vol.  ii.  p.  294.  Compare  the  tract  on  the 
Great  Sentence  of  Curse,  S.E.W.  iii.  304. 

P.  48,  1.  8  from  bottom. — In  }e  time  }at  eathanas  wm  vnbounden^  at 
the  apealipe  teUtp, 

A  literal  understanding  of  Eev.  xx.  7  led  Wyclif  and  other 
mediaeval  writers  to  believe  that  from  a.d.  1000  the  Church  had 
rapidly  grown  worse.  (Compare  p.  3.)  Thus,  in  the  Trialogus  (lib.  iv. 
c.  2)  we  find :  ''  A  tempore  autem  solutionis  Sathanse,  dimissa  fide 
scriptursB,  multsB  haereses  in  ista  materia,  et  specialiter  inter  fratres  et 
discolos  eis  similes  volitarunt,"  p.  249.  Woodford  ingeniously  turns 
this  belief  agaiost  Wyclif:  '*  Sed  miror  valde  unde  adquisivit  in  hoc 
Johannes  wicliff  tale  privilegium,  quod  omnes  doctores  de  secundo 
millenario  seducti  sunt  per  Sathanam,  illo  solo  excepto." — Tractatua  de 
peregrinacionibus  ad  loca  sancta  (MS.  Brit.  Mus.  fiarleian  635). 

P.  49,  1.  26.— -4  eearioth. 

Tbe  Scarioth(Iscariot)wa8theman  who  bore  the  bag  in  which  the  offerings 
were  put  (cf.  John  xii.  5).  He  is  described  in  the  Sompnoures  Tale,  1.46 : 
<t  A  stonrdy  harlot  aj  went  hem  byhynde, 
That  was  her  hoetiB  man,  and  bar  a  sak, 
And  what  men  jaf  hem  layd  it  on  his  baJc.*' 

P.  49,  1.  28. — pet  wolen  telle  gold  and  money,  Sfe, 

This  absurd  evasion  of  the  Franciscan  rule  was  commonly  practised, 
and  is  gravely  defended  at  considerable  length  by  Bishop  Pecock  in 
his  Repressor,  Part  v.  chap.  14. 

P.  50,  1.  11. — \>e  euyl  children  putten  in-to  here  fadir  }e  pope^  ^y. 

<'  Que  ergo  caritas  filiorum  in  patrem  et  patronum,  effundeie  in 
tantum  patrem  venenum  tam  imperiectum  quod  inficeret  filios  si  ser* 
varent  ?  " — Purgatorium  secte  Christi  (MS.  Ashbumham,  If.  52). 

P.  56,  1.  24. — pes  prelatis  mysusen  )?i«  hetere  seed. 

<*  Alii  autem  praelate  Caesarii  sunt  nimis  steriles  et  non  spiritualitcr 

prolifici Yitium    autem    Sodomicum   corporale    est    parvum 

in  comparatione  ad  hoc  peccatum." — Trial,  lib.  iii.  o.  23,  p.  209. 
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p.  57, 1.  20. — The  reference  at  the  side  should  be  to  Luke  ix.  49, 
instead  of  the  corresponding  text  in  Matthew.  Fonnyd  is  evidently 
the  translation  of  the  Vulgate  inmlsum.  In  W.  Y.  (both)  it  is  trans- 
lated "  unsavory." 

P.  60,  1.  2  from  bottom. — Fittrid  aquyerU, 

The  only  other  instance  of  this  word  is  in  Myrc's  Instructions  for 
Parish  Priests  (E.  E.  T.  S.),  p.  35,  1.  1146: 

'*  Hast  ^ou  ben  proude    .... 
Of  fjtered  doj^es  as  foils  done.*' 

It  probably  means  either  slashed  or  cut  into  tags  and  streamers.  Bo 
in  p.  121,  we  have  "  proude  slitterede  squyerys,'*  and  again,  p.  148, 
''tatrid  squeyeres  and  obere  meyne.''  It  cannot  be  supposed  that 
raggid  or  tatrid  means  that  the  squires  were  shabbily  dressed,  as  the 
ground  of  complaint  is  the  magnificence  of  the  prelate's  revenue. 

Halliweli  gives  as  a  Yorkshire  phrase,  ''  All  in  fitters,  ue,  in  very 
small  pieces  or  fragments." 

P.  60,  I.  2  from  bottom. — Swerynge  hsrte  ^  honys  ^  nailis  Sf  o^ere 
memhris  ofcruL 

The  wickedness  of  profane  swearing  was  a  great  point  with  Wyclif 
and  his  followers,  some  of  whom  went  so  far  as  to  declare  all  oaths 
unlawful.  In  one  of  Wyclif s  Early  Sermons,  he  says:  ''diabolus 
precepit  .  .  .  quod  jures  per  vulnera  et  membra  Ghristi,  ut  fias  in 
reputatione  hominum  major  ex  verbis  audacibus;  et  ad  tantum  in  isto 
invaluit  doctrina  diaboli,  quod  major  pars  hominum  putat  non  esse 
peccatum  sic  jurare." — Sermon  14  (MS.  Lambeth). 

P.  61,  1.  10. — pere  ^ei  my)ttm  vnne\e  hefor$  haue  hene-hred,  Sfc. 

Compare  the  "  Complaint  of  the  Ploughman  " : 

"  And  commonly  such  been  comen 
Of  poore  people    .... 
Her  fathers  su£freth  drought  &  weate. 
Many  hungrie  meales,  thurst  and  cold. 

And  all  this  these  monkes  han  forsake. 
For  Christes  love  and  Saint  Benete ; 
To  pride  and  ease  have  take ; 
This  religion  is  evill  beseate. 
Had  they  been  out  of  religion, 
They  mnst  have  hanged  at  the  plowe, 
Threshing  and  diking  fro  tonne  to  tonne, 
With  sorrie  meat,  and  not  halfe  ynowe. 

Wright's  FoUtieal  Poem$,  i.  335. 
Bean-bread  was  made  for  horses,  and  was  usually  called  horse-bread. 
Making  it  was  a  special  business,  frequently  if  not  always  separate 
from  that  of  the  regular  baker.     See  Munimenta  Acad.  (Anstey),  p.  577. 
Cf.  English  Qilds,  366. 

P.  61,  last  line. — Mylneston  ofassis, 

'<Mola  asinaria,"  Yulgate.  Our  translation  loses  this  descriptive 
touch,  which  was  not  superfluous  in  a  country  where  hand-mills  were 
common. 
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P.  62,  1.  18. — Cotidian  duirthueum. 

"  Distribucio  quae  Canonicis  fit  quotidie,"  Bufresne,  who  cites  froin 
an  ordinance  for  the  Church  of  St.  John  at  Qhent:  "  Vice-curati  de 
dlstributionibus,  corpore  prebendse,  aiiisque  prerogativis  prsenarratis 
non  gaudebunt,  sed  illorum  portio  absentisa  cedit  Quotidianie,  t.e»  cum 
absentes  fuerint  nihil  recipient  eorum  quae  preesentes  recepiesent,  sed  id 
ad  Quotidianam  redibit ;  seu  ad  earn  quss  quotidie  fit  Canonicis  distri- 
butionem."  The  charge  in  the  text  is  then  that  the  clergy  came  to 
prayers  only  to  get  their  share  of  the  allowances. 

P.  65, 1.  13. — Lordss  and  ladies  hen  tratoure. 

''  Secundo  autem  erigunt  seculares  domini  suam  potestatem  contra 
Christum  in  hoc  quod  curates  presbiteros  contra  suum  sensum  detinent 
in  sue  ministerio." — De  Officio  Pastorali,  ed.  Lechler,  p.  38. 

P.  66,  1.  22. — Alle  }es  passen  }rejiften}e», 

A  fifteenth,  or,  to  speak  more  fully,  a  fifteenth  and  a  tenth,  was  the 
usual  standard  by  which  subsidies  were  granted  in  Parliament.  It  was 
a  tax  on  all  movable  property,  of  one -tenth  in  towns,  and  one-fifteenth 
in  the  country.  Professor  Stubbs  estimates  the  yield  of  a  fifteenth  and 
tenth  at  about  £60,000,  including  the  tenth  which  was  usually  granted 
by  Convocation  at  the  same  time  as  Parliament  voted  the  fifteenth. 
The  clerical  tenth  was  reckoned  at  a  third  of  the  whole  subsidy. — 
Stubbs'  Constitutional  History  of  England,  ii.  549. 

P.  66, 1.  22. — AUe  go^  out  ofowre  land  comunly  into  enemye  hondis, 

"^on  nostri  sed  inimici  nostri  cum  thezauro  per  ipsum  extracto 
de  Anglia  relevantur." — De  Juramento  Arnaldi,  print^  by  Lechler, 
vol.ii.  p.  576. 

P.  68, 1.  24. — Togeten  ^onge  childre  to  here  feyn&d  ordre  hy  symonye,  (fc. 

This  charge  of  seducing  children  was  very  commonly  made  against 
the  friars.  In  1358  (?)  the  University  of  Oxford  passed  a  statute  to 
prevent  the  practice,  in  the  preamble  of  which  it  is  alleged  that  people 
fear  to  send  their  sons  to  the  University  lest  they  should  be  led  to  join 
the  friars  (Munimenta  Academica,  p.  204).  An  award  of  the  King 
ordered  this  statute  to  be  cancelled  in  1366  (Parliament  Rolls,  ii.  290^). 
Bichard  Fitzralph,  in  his  Defensorium  Curatorum,  accuses  the  friars 
of  using  their  influence  as  confessors  to  get  children  (munusculis  datis 
allecti)  to  join  their  order.  He  says  that  he  knew  of  one  child  under 
thirteen  who  was  thus  allured. — ^Brown's  Fasciculus,  ii.  473.  Compare 
also  S.  E.  W.  ii.  381. 

P.  69,  1.  I.—Oile  and  crem. 

The  crem  is  the  chrism  or  consecrated  oil,  with  which  the  child  was 
anointed  at  baptism.  The  oil,  distinguished  here  from  the  chrism,  is  that 
for  extreme  unction.     Both  were  consecrated  annually  by  the  bishop. 

P.  74,  1.  6  from  bottom. — And  in  presence  speke  no  word. 

From  this  it  seems  that  it  was  not  customary  in  the  ecclesiastical 
courts  to  confront  a  man  with  his  accusers.  A  petition  of  the  Com- 
mons in  1414,  complains  that  persons  cited  in  the  ecclesiastical  coarts 
could  not  obtain  a  libel  of  what  was  put  upon  them. — Eot.  Pari.  iv.  20^ 
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P.  75, 1.  24. — pe  body  is  neuere  }e  more  iraueilid. 

Contrast  the  dread  in  which  the  excommunication  of  St.  Hugh  of 
Lincoln  was  held.  His  biographer  gives  several  instances  where  death 
or  some  other  fearful  punishment  fell  upon  those  whom  Hugh  excom- 
municated. See  especially  book  iv.  chap.  6  of  the  Magna  Vita,  which 
is  headed  ''De  quodam  forestario.  De  quodam  etiam  diacono.  Et 
de  quadam  adolescentula.  £t  de  quibusdam  aliis,  viri  justi  muledictione 
in  carnis  interitum  datis." — ^Magna  Yita  S.  Hugonis,  ed.  J.  F.  Dimock, 
p.  178.  A  curious  specimen  of  the  stories  told  to  increase  the  dread 
of  excommunication  will  be  found  on  our  p.  153. 

P.  77, 1.  26. — Desehaunty  eountre  note. 

Descant  (or  discant),  discantus,  a  double  song ;  originally  the  melody 
or  counterpoint  sung  with  a  plain-song  (Grove's  Diet,  of  Music). 
Countre-note  is,  I  suppose,  simply  counter-point.  The  descant  had 
been  introduced  long  before  this ;  as  early,  I  believe,  as  the  twelfth 
century,  but  it  had  spread  slowly,  and  during  the  fourteenth  century 
there  was  a  continual  and  rapid  tendency  towards  increased  elaboration  in 
Church  music.  Descant  gradually  came  to  mean  a  variation  (compare 
Shakspere's  Two  (Gentlemen  of  Yerona,  Act  i.  sc.  ii.  94). 

P.  78,  1.  16. — Comunlysuche  cursed  prekiis  ben  no  part  of  holy  cktrehe^ 
in  COS  \at  \ei  sullen  he  dampnyd. 

This  refers  to  Wydifs  doctrine  of  the  Church,  which,  properly 
speaking,  he  says,  consists  only  of  the  elect.  **  Patet  ex  fide  Christ! 
scripturte  et  multiplici  testimonio  sanctorum,  quod  nullum  est  membrum 
sanctsB  matris  ecclesiae  nisi  persona  prsedestinata." — Supplementum 
Tri&logi,  cap.  2,  p.  415. 

P.  80, 1.  7  from  bottom. — Siaoiones  of  rome. 

Stations  are  churches  or  altars,  to  the  visitation  of  which,  under 
certain  conditions,  some  spiritual  privileges  are  attached.  Naturally, 
there  is  no  city  in  which  such  privileges  are  granted  so  lavishly  as 
in  Bome.  Mr.  Furnivall  has  printed  (E.  E.  T.  S.,  Kos.  15  and  25) 
two  versions  of  a  poem  enumerating  the  Stations  of  Bome,  with  the 
indulgences  given  at  each. 

P.  81,  L  22. — Also  }i/}e  day  of  doom  come  hi-fore^  Sfc, 

'*  Sic  enim  ex  sibi  dubio  concedit  has  fictas  vanas  indulgencias  pro 
multis  milibus  annorum  ultra  diem  judicii ;  sed  valeant  iste  prelatis 
hujusmodi  in  vacuo  infinite,  quia  in  mundo  isto  non  prosunt  Christi 
fidelibus  sed  multipliciter  magis  obsunt.'* — Exposition  of  Matthew 
xxiv.  chap.  v.  (MS.  Ashburnham,  If.  60). 

P.  81, 1.  5  fit>m  bottom. — pepope  and  his  hen  out  ofcharite" 

*'  Multis  videtur,  cum  papa  posset  faciliter,  sine  sua  depauperacione 
Tel  facta  injuria  alicui,  omnes  subjectos  sues  a  pena  et  culpa  absolvere 
injungendo  opus  neutrum  vel  bonum  de  genere,  quod  omnino  excidit 
de  caritate  si  aliqui  de  suis  subditis  sint  dampnati.*' — Sermons,  Part 
iv.  7  (MS.  T.C.C.  297^).  ''  Quilibet  papa  foret  fatuus  et  careret 
oaritate  si  aliqnis  secum  oontemporaneus  sit  damnatus ;  cuilibet  ehim 
tali  posset  faciliter  talia  carismata  impartiri.    Quid  igitur  obesset  nisi 
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invidia  quod  cuilibet  Tianti,  vel  ia  pnrgatorio,  non  tribueret  tale 
donum.'*— Sermons,  Part  iv.  21  (MS.  T.C.C.  810(?).  Compare 
also  Trial,  iv.  32  (p.  358).  It  is  to  be  noticed  that  our  text  is  more 
moderate  than  any  of  these  quotations.  They  imply  that  the  pope 
claims  power  to  save  the  wicked  from  damnation,  whereas  here  he  is 
only  asked  to  save  those  who  are  in  grace  from  the  pains  of  purgatoiy. 
His  power  does  not  extend  beyond  this ;  but  the  vendors  of  indulgences 
did  not  always  confine  themselves  within  strictly  theological  limits 
when  vaunting  the  article  they  had  to  dispose  of. 

P.  82,  1.  16. — JP^ot  for  BtnguUr  preieres  made  of  vs  self  for  hue  of  an 
er\ely  kyng. 

As  to  this  prayer  see  note  to  p.  482,  1.  7. 

P.  86,  1.  13. —  Oure  lordjesu  crist  .  .  paide  him  tribute  for  hym  Sf  Ku 
chirehe, 

**  Christus  pro  se  et  suo  pusillo  giege  solvit  tributum  Caesari." — 
Trial,  lib.  iv.  cap.  18,  p.  809. 

P.  87, 1.  12. — Prelatis  reseeyuen  Sf  oxen  gredely  ^at  tike  money  for 
whiche  iust  blood  is  spilt* ^ 

When  a  prelate  had  capital  jurisdiction,  the  escheats  and  fines  con- 
sequent on  the  criminal's  death  fell  to  him  (compare  Pecock's 
Repressor,  p.  369).  If,  then,  his  power  were  stretched  irregularly  to 
putting  heretics  to  death,  he  would  seize  their  property.  By  ^e  statute 
of  2  Henry  lY.,  all  lands  belonging  to  convicted  heretics  wereforfeit  to  the 
lord  from  whom  they  held,  and  their  movable  property  fell  to  the  king, 
so  that  the  bishop  would  not  profit  unless  the  offender  was  his  tenant. 

P.  88, 1.  6 — 10. — Atteynen  tokynyis  aray  .  .  cursed  venyaunce  takynyef 

It  is  possible  that  here  and  in  one  or  two  other  passages  of  this 
tract  we  have  reference  to  the  bloody  repression  of  the  Commons' 
rebellion.  The  Bishop  of  Norwich  was  one  of  the  first  to  break  it  by 
armed  force. 

P.  88, 1.  4  from  bottom. — J*  to  flee  to  heuene  bi-fore  }e  hodi  he  eold, 

**  A  liter  enim  non  publicarent  ut  fidem  catholicam  quod  quicunaue 
laborat  cum  tali  episcopo  ad  hunc  finem,  [i.e.  the  Flanders  Crusaae] 
vel  juvat  ipsum  nobiliter  in  expensis,  erit  aosolutus  a  pena  et  culpa,  et 
sic  infallibiliter  ad  patriam  advolabit." — Sermons,  Part  iy.  13  (MS. 
T.C.C.  S02c). 

P.  89,  1.  21.— Moldwarpis. 

'*  Quondam  enim  Christi  vioarii  qui  erant  ut  columbe  ad  fenestras 
suas,  et  quasi  aquile  a  terrestribus  celitus  evolantes,  modo  verd  sunt  in 
talpas  circa  terrestria  fodientes." — Sermons,  Part  iv.  18  (MS.  T.C.C. 
307J).     Compare  p.  147. 

P.  91,  1.  39.—Motetis. 

The  word  is  probably  derived  from  the  It.  moUetto,  a  jest,  and  was 
originally  applied  to  a  kind  of  profane  music,  which  in  the  13th  century 
was  censureid  by  the  Church.  For  the  last  300  years  it  has  been 
exclusively  applied  to  pieces  of  Church  music  of  moderate  length, 
adapted  to  Latin  words,  and  intended  to  be  sung  at  High  Mass,  either 
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in  place  of,  or  immediately  after,  the  Plain  Ghannt  Offertorium  for 
the  day.     See  Grove's  Diet  of  Music. 

P.  92,  I.  9.—Dailes. 

This  word  occurs  again  in  the  tract  on  Clerks  Possessioners  (p.  129), 
but  I  cannot  find  any  other  instance  of  its  use.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  meaning  is  without  judgment,  t.^.  without  redress.  The  <  day ' 
appointed  for  settling  quarrels  came  to  mean  the  Court  (cf  German 

*  Tag  *  in  Land-Tag ;  French  *  jour '  as  in  Grands  Jours ;  and  our  own 

*  Diet '),  and  so  Uie  judgment.  Thus  in  the  W.  Y.  (both)  we  find 
''  that  I  be  demyd  of  }ou  or  of  mannis  day"  ^1  Cor.  iv.  3),  and  in  our 

A.  Y.  we  have  still  daysman = umpire  in  Job  ix.  S3. 
P.  97,  1.  2e,—Fenct<ms, 

A  pension  was  a  yearly  payment  charged  upon  a  benefice  in  behalf 
of  some  religious  house  which  the  patron  wished  to  benefit.  This  left 
the  appointment  to  the  cure  still  in  the  patron's  hands ;  whereas  in  case 
of  appropriation  the  religious  house  was  rector  and  put  in  a  vicar  to  do 
the  work. 

P.  98,  chap.  82. — ^Here  is  an  instance  of  the  tone  in  which  a  bishop 
treated  the  terrible  offence  of  park-breaking.  It  is  more  than  two 
centuries  before  Wydifs  time,  but  his  contemporaries  doubtless  did 
their  best  to  prove  that  the  practice  of  the  Church  was  uniform,  at  least 
in  this  point.  ''Hsbc  prasdixi,  necesse  habens  apud  vos  clamorem 
facere  de  quibusdum  malis  hominibus  qui  prsBterita  hebdomada  parcum 
meum  fregerunt  apud  Humeres  Feld,  et  unum  quem  ibi  habebam  cer- 
vum  nocte  interfecerunt,  et  projeoto  capite  cum  pedibus  et  intestinis, 

damnabili   furto  asportarunt Ego  interim   excommunico   eos 

qui  parcum  meum  fregerunt  et  cervum  meum  interfecerunt  eo  ana- 
themate  quo  Deos  iratus  percutit  animas  impiorum.  Interdico  eis 
ingressum  ecclesisB,  et  corpus  et  sanguinem  Christi,  et  communionem 
totius  Christianitatis.  Maledicti  et  excommunicati  sint  in  domibus,  in 
viis  et  in  agris,  in  silvis  et  in  aquis,  et  in  omnibus  locis  quibus  inventi 
fuerint.  Computrescat  caro  eorum  qui  camem  cervi  mei  devorarunt, 
sicut  computruit  caro  Herodis,  qui  pro  Christo  fudit  sanguinem  inno- 
centem,  cum  Juda  traditore  et  Anania  et  Saphyra  et  Bathan  et 
Abiron.  Habeant  anathema  maranatha,  nisi  cito  resipuerint  et  feceriat 
mihi  satisfactionem.     Fiat,  fiat,  fiat." — Epistolaa  Herbert!  LosingsD,  ed. 

B.  Anstruther,  p.  70.  It  is  only  fair  to  let  the  bishop  explain  his 
motives :  **  H^nc  excommunicationem,  dilectissimi  fratres,  facio,  non 
quia  mihi  sit  multum  de  uno  cervo,  sed  quia  volo  eos  penitere  et  ad 
confessionem  venire  et  deinceps  corrigi  a  tali  furto"  (Ibid.).  It  would 
be  wrong  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  a  man  who  showed  the  high  value 
he  set  upon  episcopal  correction  by  paying  an  enormous  sum  for  the 
privilege  of  exercising  it.  Many  bishops  in  Wydifs  time  gave  the 
same  proof  of  earnestness. 

P.  99,  1.  16.— Fumd  deuelis. 

This  expression  is  used  in  the  tract  Be  Blasphemia  (S.E.W.  iii.  421) : 
**pe9e  freris  wot  not  ....  whe^er  ^ei  ben  now  viserde  devels, 
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as  Schariot  was."  The  reprobate,  wlio  will  be  damned^  are  devils,  bnt 
they  are  masked,  since  they  cannot  be  distingaished  on  earth.  One  of 
the  articles  condemned  as  Wyclifs  at  the  Council  of  Constance  is: 
''  Larvati  diaboli,  id  est  religiosi,  ex  nova  simulata  religione  domesti- 
cati,  non  possnnt  in  filios  lucis  cum  neoessario  sunt  filii  diaboli." — 
Brown's  Fasciculus  Eer.  Exp.  i.  278. 

P.  99,  1.  17. — Fleien  thepagyn  of  seotUs. 

I  cannot  fix  the  occasion  on  which  the  Scots  played  this  trick,  but  it 
toay  well  have  happened  more  than  once.  We  may  note  that  Wyclif, 
as  a  native  of  Teesdale  or  the  neighbourhood,  was  likely  to  have  heard 
many  stories  of  border  war&re.  Perhaps  this  may  account  for  the 
somewhat  contemptuous  way  in  which  he  speaks  of  the  Scots  and 
Scotland.     See  a  curious  passage  in  the  Trialogus,  iii.  3  (p.  139). 

P.  100, 1.  ^.—Ealfdede  men. 

I  suppose  this  means  priests,  who  should  be  dead  to  the  world,  bat 
have  in  fact  only  half  renounced  it,  and  are  revived  to  it  (comforted)  by 
these  wicked  prelates. 

P.  100, 1. 18. — Forrnhm  as  venym  mairitnanyef  yatU  Uffel  hiholiwritt 

Compare  De  Officio  Pastorali,  p.  46,  ''  Quomodo  ergo  versi  sunt 
clerici  ab  altilibus  celi  in  colubres,  et  discipuli  Christi  in  phariseos 
colantes  culicem  et  deglucientes  camelum  ?  Nam  coniugium  secundum 
legem  Christi  eis  licitum  odiunt  ut  venenum/'  etc.  Compare,  too, 
S.E.W.  i.  pp.  59  and  364  and  iii.  190. 

P.  102, 1.  17.— Seala  celi. 

The  Church  of  St.  Maria  Scala  C»li  is  one  of  three  standing  some 
miles  from  Eome  on  the  Ostian  road,  near  the  spot  where  St.  Paul  is 
supposed  to  have  been  beheaded.  It  derives  its  name  from  a  vision  of 
St.  Bernard,  who  saw  some  souls  for  which  he  was  saying  mass 
ascending  by  a  ladder  to  heaven.  The  altar  where  he  had  this  vision 
is  still  shown.  As  to  its  wealth  of  indulgences,  we  read  in  the  Stacyons 
of  Borne : 

**  In  bat  place  a  cbapelle  ys, ' 
Scala  cely  called  hit  ys, 
*  Laddere  of  heaen '  men  clepe>  bit 
In  honour  of  our  lady,  be  my  witte. 

Whoso  Bjngeb  masse  in  bat  chappelle 

For  any  frencl,  he  lose}>  nym  fro  nolle. 

He  may  hym  brynge  forow  purgatory  y-wya 

Into  J7e  blys  of  paradys. 

Ther  sowlee  abyde  tylle  domiB  day 

In  mycbe  Joye,  ae  y  }ou  say. 

And  lij  MU<  }er  ar  grauntea  more 

Of  holy  popes  ^at  naue  ben  ^ore : 

And  syx  popes  graunted  }>at  }>aune 

That  lyen  at  seynt  sebastyan, 

Pope  yrban,  siluester,  &  benet, 

Lyon,  Clement,  confermed  hyt." 

FoUiicaU  ^0.,  Bma^  ed.  F.  J.  FuminD, 
£.£.T.9.Ko.  15,  p.  118. 
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p.  102, 1.  26. — A  prwi  may  he  bo  eurs$d  and  in  hemie  }at  he  maJci^ 
not  \e  saerammt. 

On  this  point  see  note  to  p.  287,  1.  12. 

P.  103,  1.  10. —  0ppres9ynge  pore  euratis,  S^e. 

In  the  Bolls  Office  there  are  many  bundles  of  petitions  from  bishops 
and  abbots  praying  the  Chancellor  to  imprison  persons  who  had  been 
nnder  excommunication  for  forty  days.  As  a  rule,  the  offence  is  not 
mentioned,  but  it  is  sometimes  specified ;  and  one  that  occurs  often  is 
non-payment  of  the  subsidy  voted  in  Convocation.  In  one  case 
(in  1381),  where  a  schedule  of  names  is  given,  the  amount  due  from 
each  defaulter  is  said  to  be  16  den[arii]  de  Marcha.  The  taxes  that 
year  were  unusually  heavy. — See  Stubbs'  Const.  Hist.  ii.  449. 

P.  103,  1.  l3.^Annuel&ris. 

Annuelers,  or  annual  priests,  were  those  who  earned  their  living  by 
saying  annual  masses  for  the  dead.  In  a  church  where  but  few  masses 
were  required,  the  parson  said  them  and  took  the  fees,  but  a  priest  was 
often  appointed  specially  for  this  purpose.  Sometimes  the  engagement 
was  temporary.    Daw  Topias  speaks  of 

«  a]  these  annnelerB 
that  syngen  for  a  t^rme, 
taking  for  her  trayeil 
as  thei  may  acorde." 

Wright,  JM.  iWwM,  iL  96. 

Often  the  payment  was  by  yearly  stipend,  and  we  find  in  1362  a 
complaint  of  the  Commons  that  the  pestilence  has  caused  such  a  scarcity 
of  priests  that  they  ask  extravagant  wages.  Their  pay  was  then 
limited  to  5  marks  a  year. — ^Rot.  Pari.  ii.  271a ;    compare  iii.  5016. 

As  these  clergy  were  not  represented  in  Convocation,  they  had  not 
borne  their  share  of  the  tenths  voted  by  that  body,  but  their  increasing 
number  rendered  them  a  tempting  subject  for  taxation,  which  appears 
to  have  been  levied,  in  the  form  of  a  poll-tax  of  6s.  Sd,  on  every  priest, 
for  the  first  time  in  1380. — Wals.  i.  449.  A  tax  thus  newly  levied 
might  well  give  rise  to  such  discontent  as  is  expressed  in  the  text,  but 
we  cannot  place  too  much  reliance  on  this  as  an  evidence  of  date,  since 
20  yean  later  the  tax  was  still  spoken  of  as  a  recent  grievance : 

**  and  thus  prelates  and  persoons 
aftir  her  state, 
ben  stended  to  paien 
what  that  nede  askith ; 
but  neither  freres  ne  amraelecB 
save  now  late." 
Miplp  of  Friar  Daw  Topias  (Wright,  Ibl.  JPitsms,  ii.  80). 

See  Stnbbs'  Const.  Hist.  iii.  47  and  367. 

P.  104,  1.  2. — Also  prelatis  hen  doumhe  hmndis  \at  may  not  herhe  ; 
•  .  for  \e%  hen  so  ehohid  tdh  talow  of  worldly  goodis. 

So  in  Sermons,  ''  ]?e  fena  ha]?  stranglid  ^es  houndis  with  talwe,  ]7at  \A 
mai  not  berke."— S.E.W.  i.  247.    Cf.  8.E.W.  iii.  138  and  440. 
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p.  116,  1.  1. — Clerkis  possesaioneris. 

That  is,  such  orders  among  the  clergy  as  lield  endowments ;  monks, 
canons,  and  secular  chapters.  The  members  of  secular  chapters  oould, 
of  course,  hold  property  indiyidually  as  well  as  collectively.  The 
monastic  vow  bound  to  personal  poverty,  but  allowed  property  to  be 
held  by  the  convents,  which  were  often  very  rich. 

P.  116, 1.  15. — ITie  evils  of  appropriation, 

'*  Constat  quidem  quod  appropriata  ecclesia  oblaciones  et  dedme 
stricte  ad  nidum  abbacie  coUiguntur.  Et  cum  necesse  sit  curatum  de 
istis  vivere,  patet  quod  necesse  sit  propter  istam  subtraccionem  offidum 
pastoris  deficere.  Undo  vel  preficitur  vicarius  nimis  inhabilis  ad 
regendum  seipsum  conformiter  leg!  dei,  et  per  consequens  nimis  idiot- 
icus  ad  ducendum  hunc  populum  per  artam  viam  que  ducit  ad  celum, 
vel  preficitur  unus  antichristi  vicarius  qui  secundum  cautelas  tradi- 
cionis  humane  scit  et  optat  de  temporalibus  suum  populum  spoliare." 
— ^De  Nova  Prevaricancia  Mandatoram  (MS.  Ashbumham,  If.  93). 

P.  116,  1.  21. — Se  may  not  go  to  seole. 

That  is,  to  the  University ;  but  I  do  not  think  the  "  fyndynge  of  pore 
children  to  scole  *'  (1.  27)  need  be  taken  in  this  sense. 

P.  118,  1.  lO.-^Seynt  hede  tvrot,  etc. 

The  passage  referred  to  is  in  Bede's  letter  to  Archbishop  Egbert,  and 
runs : — "  Et  quidem  novimus  quia,  per  incuriam  regum  preoedentium 
donationesque  stultissimas,  factum  est  ut  Don  facile  locus  vacans  ubi 
sedes  Episcopalis  nova  fieri  debeat  inveniri  valeat." — Giles,  i.  122 
(printed  also  in  Stubbs  and  Haddan's  Councils,  iii.  319).  It  hardly 
bears  the  meaning  which  Wyclif  puts  upon  it.  Bede  was  advocating 
the  establishment  of  more  bishops,  and  complains  that  the  places  where 
their  sees  should  have  been  were  already  occupied  by  monasteries. 
He  goes  on  to  suggest  that  some  of  these  monasteries  should  be  made 
cathedral  churches. 

P.  118,  1.  16. — As  'pe  holy  tnartir  possidonye  writttp  of  seynt 
austynes  lif, 

*'  Sic  enim  narrat  beatus  possidonius  de  magistro  suo  bono  augustino, 
quod  rogavit  cives  iponenses  reaccipere  predia  que  sibi  antoa  donave- 
runt,  sic  quod  posset  vivere  pure  de  elemosynis,  ut  vixerunt  Christus 
et  Bui  apostoli,  vel  de  decimis  et  oblacionibus,  ut  vixerunt  sacerdotes 
et  levite  veteris  testamenti." — Speculum  Militantis  Ecclesia  (MS. 
Ashburnham,  If.  1205). 

P.  122,  last  line. — The  angel  seydful  sothe. 

'*  TJnde  narrant  Chronicce,  quod  in  dotetione  ecdesise  vox  angelica 
audite  est  in  aere  tunc  temporis  sic  dicentis :  *  hodie  effusum  est  venenum 
in  ecclesia  sancta  Dei.'" — Trial,  lib.  iv,  tJ.  18,  p.  309,  compare  pp.  374, 
380  of  this  volume.  It  is  to  be  noticed  that  in  the  Chronicles  tlie  voice 
is  attributed  to  the  Devil  (Polychronicon,  lib.  iv.  vol.  v.  p.  130,  ed. 
Lumby).  Bishop  Pecock,  in  his  Kepressor,  insiste  strongly  on  this  pdnt; 
for  ''  it  this  be  trewe,  whi  and  wherto  schulden  we  beleeue  his  seiyng 
to  be  trewe ;  sithen  he  is  oure  enemy  and  cure  bigiler  "  (p.  351). 
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p.  123,  ].  10. — In  her$  profession  }$i  hen  holden  dede. 
Compare  Jacke  Upland : 

"  Why  make  you  as  dede  men, 
when  ye  be  professed, 
and  yet  ye  be  not  dede, 
but  more  quicke  beggars  than  you  were  before  P '' 

Wright,  Pa/.  B)m9,  ii.  20. 

P.  123, 1.  31. — Ofsuehe  religiom  wreechis  eeiy  Robert  grosted,  Sfc. 

"Cum  secundum  lyncolniensem  claustralis  propter  ambicionem 
temporalium  sic  egressus  sit  sicut  cadaver  mortuum  pannis  funoralibus 
involotum,  de  sepulcro  egressum,  a  diabolo  inter  homines  agitatum." — 
Early  Sermons,  No.  9,  MS.  Lambeth.  The  passage  is  also  prefixed  as 
a  text  (in  Latin)  to  a  short  tract  Ztneolniensitj  printed  by  Mr.  Arnold, 
S.E.W.  iii.  230. 

P.  127,  L  IS.—^if  a  preet  of  her  feifned  ordre,  ice. 

Among  the  petitions  in  the  Rolls  Office  (see  note  to  p.  103),  is  one 
of  1387,  from  Bankyn,  prior  of  the  Augustine  friars,  who  "vestras 
innotescat  reverenciaa  (i.e.  to  the  Bishop  of  Ely,  Chancellor)  fratres 
nostros  professes,  Willelmum  Pateshull,  Thomam  Beauchamp,  Eobertum 
Btokasle,  et  Johannem  Sude,  hahitum  et  obedientiam  sanctSB  religionis 
temere  reliquisse,"  and  goes  on  to  say  that  without  the  King's  help  he 
cannot  bring  them  back  into  the  Lord's  fold.  It  appears  that  Pates- 
hull had  bought  himself  a  chaplaincy  to  the  Pope,  under  shelter  of 
which  he  ventured  to  bring  charges  of  murder,  torture,  and  nameless 
vices  against  the  brethren  of  his  order  (Ghron.  Angliaa,  p.  377). 
Bankyn  was  a  member  of  the  Council  of  1382  (Fas.  Ziz.  p.  499). 
Another  petition,  dated  February,  1382,  is  from  the  prior  of  Sempring- 
ham,  against  John  de  Whiteby,  excommunicated  for  contumacy  and 
flight.  In  this  case,  however,  there  is  nothing  to  show  any  connexion 
with  Wyclif  or  the  Lollards. 

P.  128, 1.  25,— Segnt  Richard. 

"Seynt  Richard  of  Armau^"  occurs  in  the  "Great  Sentence  of 
Curse  "  (S.E.W.  iii.  281).  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  Fitzralph 
was  never  canonized ;  he  did  not  belong  to  the  right  party.  It  was, 
however,  reported  that  he  deserved  the  honour  of  sainthood.  "  Circa 
ista  tempera  Beus  declarans  justitiam  quam  magister  Fitez  Raffe  exer- 
cuit  dum  vixit  in  terris,  ut  impleretur  de  eo  illud  psalraistsB:  'In 
memoria  etema  erit  Justus,'  per  merita  ipsius  Ricanii,  ad  tumbam 
ipsius,  apud  Bundalk  in  Hybemia,  plura  et  magna  cotidie  operatur 
miracula ;  undo,  ut  dicitur,  fratres  se  male  contentos." — Extract  from  a 
continuation  of  Higden's  Polychronicon,  printed  by  Mr.  Thompson  as 
an  Appendix  to  the  Chronicon  Anglise,  p.  400.  So,  too,  in  the 
Chronicon  itself,  "  Quo  in  loco  (Bundalk)  innumera  ad  laudem  Bei  fiunt 
miracula  "  (p.  48).  The  passage  referred  to  in  the  text  is  in  the 
Befensorium  Curatorum  :  "  Item  aliud  damnum  tam  grave  quod  tendit 
ad  consumptionem  sen  evacuationem  doctrinsB  in  secularibus  cujuslibet 
faoultatis,  est  quod    isti  ordines  mendicantium  propter  infinita  lucra 
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quae  mediantibus  prsedictis  privileg^iis  de  sepulturis  et  confessionibus  et 
aliis  qu8B  acquirant,  tantum  multiplicati  sunt  in  conventibus  et 
personis  conyentuum  quod  non  reperitur  in  8tudib  twmmunibus  de 
facultate  Artium,  BacrsB  Theologiaa  et  Juris  Canonici,  ut  fertur  a 
pluribus,  de  facultate  MediciDse  aut  de  facultate  Juris  Civilis,  nisi  raro, 
aliquis  utilis  multum  liber  yenalis,  sed  omnes  emuntur  a  fratribus :  ita 
ut  in  singulis  conventibus  sit  una  grandis  ac  nobilis  libraria,  ut  singull 
fratres  habentes  statum  in  Studiis,  quales  sunt  mode  innumeri,  nobilem 
habent  librariam ;  unde  etiam  de  meis  subjectis  rectoribus  tres  aut 
quatuor  misi  ad  Studium ;  et  dictum  est  mihi  quod  quia  nee  Bibliam 
eis  utilem  nee  Ubros  alios  Theologiae  venales  eis  congruos  ibi  poterant 
reperire,  ad  suam  patriam  sunt  reversi,  aut  unus  eorum  saltern  rediit  jam. 
Bi  ista  non  sit  in  clero  grandis  jactura,  nulla  poterit  in  ipso  esse,  cum 
ad  ezitum  talem,  ut  videtur,  intendat  quod  clericus  in  Ecdeaia  nullus 
remaneat  propter  fratres." — ^Brown's  Pasciculus,  ii.  474. 

P.  129, 1.  14. — A  hayliy  iiiwari  .  .  .  achtdlen  hauefutii  .  .  .  rieki 
elohi8  and  huge  ^ifiis. 

Some  examples  may  be  culled  from  the  Bursar's  book  of  King's 
Hall,  Cambridge  (one  of  the  foundations  absorbed  in  Trinity  College) : 
'^  In  uno  exhennio  misso  Thomss  Crosse,  yis.  Item  in  alio  exhennio 
misso  Domino  Ivoni  de  Clyntone,  yis.  id.  ...  .  Item  in  alio 
cultello  date  Domino  Jervasio  Baroni  de  Scalariis,  mu.  Tid.     Item  in 

cultellis   datis    famulis    suis,    us Liberabantur    menestrallia 

in  convivio  Magistri  Kicardi  Goldingtone,  niu.''  And  again  from  the 
Books  of  Commons  of  King's  HaU :  "  pro  uno  jantaculo  facto  apud 
Infra  Eeceptorem  Scaccarii  pro  Cancedlario,  Thesaurario,  Magistro 
Johanni  de  Of^ord,  et  aliis  de  Concilio  Begisj  tractantibus  et  consulen- 
tibus  tunc  ibidem  super  negotiis  fundationis  prsBdictae." — ^Histoiical 
Manuscripts  Commission,  First  Beport,  pp.  84,  85,  86. 

P.  129,  1.  27.— To  k&pe  hym  self  vnhlekkid  or  defaulidfro  >m  world. 

There  is  a  curious  use  of  the  negative  here,  the  "un"  in  "un- 
blekkid  "  being  carried  on  to  "  defoulid."  In  both  "Wydifite  Tersiona 
the  text  runs :  *<  to  kepe  hym  self  vndefoulid  fro  this  world." 

P.  129,  1.  4  from  bottom. —  Caymes  eastel. 

The  phrase  Caym*s  castle  is  frequently  used  by  "Wydif  for  a  conyent 
of  friars.  He  explains  its  meaning  in  Uie  Trialogus,  iv.  38  (p.  362) : 
"Alii    autem   fingunt  •  .  .  .  quod    in    Caym  fiierunt    istae  sectae 

quattuor    inchoatae Et    in    testimonium    istorum,    quattuor 

literae  hujus  nominis  Cairn  inchoant  hos  quattuor  ordines,  secundum 
ordinem  temporis,  quo  finguntur  a  fratribus  incepisse,  ita  quod  C. 
Carmelitas,  A.  Augustinenses,  J.  Jacobitas  et  M.  Minores  signiiicat." 

P.  130, 1.  9.— The  side-note  to  chap.  21  is  defectiTe.  It  refers  to 
men  who  left  their  convent  and  profession  in  order  to  preaoh,  and  so 
incurred  excommunication.     See  p.  127  and  note. 

P.  131,  1.  9.— ^i/a  synful  ydiot  hidds  hem  do  \e  lesss  goods,  fc. 

"Et  in  ista  bimembri  blasfemia  desenmt  sectam  Christi  ex  quo 
insani  numero  inferunt  inconveniencia  infinita ;  ut  quod  religiosum  et 
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volnntatiB  Christi  est  quod  talis  religiosos  subiciat  se  sno  preposito 
faciendo  quicquid  mandaTerit,  licet  fuerit  stolidissimuB  ydiota ;  quia 
obediencia  ut  inquiunt  est  virtus  maxime  meritoria." — Dq  Nova  Pre- 
▼aricancia  Mandatorum  (MS.  Ashburaham,  If.  95). 

P.  1 32,  1.  5. — ^,  for  foure  penywor}  good  curse  many  }ou8and  souhs 
to  hells. 

So  Nicolas  de  Clamengis :  '^  Sed  hodiernis  diebus  adeo  invaluerunti 
ut  passim  pro  levissimo  quasi  delicto,  ssDpe  etiam  pro  nuUo  inferantur. 
Sicque  in  nullum  timorem  sed  in  exb^mum  pervenerunt  contemptum." 
— ^De  Gorrupto  Ecclesiss  Statu  (Brown's  Eascic.  ii.  558^.  The  evil  was 
of  old  standing.  In  the  eleventh  century  Peter  Damiani  pleaded  for 
a  less  liberal  use  of  excommunication. — ^Letters  to  Nicholas  II.  (i.  7) 
and  Alexander  II.  (i.  14).  It  is  worth  while,  however,  to  note  one 
marked  contrast.  Damiani's  plea  is:  ''Indignum  quippe  est,  ut 
propter  unius  homuncionis  offensam  tarn  innumerabilis  multitude  homi« 
num  depereat." — Opera,  vol.  i.  col.  22.  The  souls  perishing  from 
the  curse  excite  his  pity.  "With  Glamengis  the  complaint  is,  that  too- 
frequent  use  of  excommunication  has  destroyed  its  terrors. 

P.  133,  last  line. — Bryngenge  in  ]onge  ehildrm. 

This  charge  is  more  commonly  made  against  the  friars.  See  p.  .68, 
and  note  on  the  passage. 

P.  134, 1.  10. — Famvlorum  Sf  henefaetorum. 

There  is  a  prayer  near  the  beginning  of  the  Canon  of  the  Mass  for 
the  Commemoration  of  the  living,  and  another  at  its  close  for  the 
departed.  Both  begin  with  the  words:  ''Memento,  Domine,  famu- 
lorum  famulammquo  tuarum,"  on  which  follow  the  names  of  those 
who  are  specially  commemorated  on  the  occasion.  Some  such  com- 
memorations were  granted,  or  at  least  promised  (see  Chaucer's 
Sompnoure's  Tale)  to  all  benefiactors.  The  greater  benefactors  had 
frequently  a  day  assigned  to  them  in  which  mass  was  said  on  their 
behalf.  There  is  a  list  of  such  observances  for  the  University  of 
Oxford  in  Munimenta  Academica,  pp.  370 — 373.  Wyclif  often  speaks 
with  dislike  of  this  famulorum  prayer,  which,  he  says,  is  the  most 
special,  as  the  Paternoster  is  the  most  general,  of  all  prayers. — 
S.E.W.  iii.  441.  So  in  the  tract  on  Matt,  xxiii. :  '' ingeminant 
multipliciter  '  famuli  tui '  et  '  famule  tue,'  ao  si  deus  foret  dormiens  et 
non  recolens  merita  viatorum." — MS.  Ashbumham,  If.  77. 

P.  136,  1.  22. — pei  hen  groundtd  on  labor  of  here  hondie  hi  here 
owene  reule, 

'*  Quia  tunc  vere  monachi  sunt,  si  labore  manuum  suarum  Tivunt" — 
Eule  of  St.  Benedict,  cap.  47. 

P.  143, 1.  1.— J?tf  office  of  curates. 

It  is,  perhaps,  hardly  necessary  to  remark  that  the  words  **  curate  "  and 
"  vicar ''  have  almost  exchanged  meanings  since  Wyclif  s  time.  Curate 
then  meant  the  beneficed  parson  in  charge  of  the  parish.  If  he 
absented  himself,  he  put  in  a  priest  to  do  his  work,  who  was'called  the 
vicar.      A  vicar  was  needed  also  where  the  benefice  was  appropriated 
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to  a  religions  houBe,  and  gradaally  the  appointinent  in  snch  cases 
became  a  permanent  one.  In  1402  a  statute  was  passed  that  in  all 
appropriated  churches  ''  soit  ordeine  Yikair  perpetuel,  institnt  et  induct 
canoniquement  en  yeeUe,  et  covenablement  endowez  par  la  discretion 
de  I'ordinaiie." — ^Bot.  Pari.  iii.  500.  In  France  the  euri  is  still  the 
incumbent,  the  vicaire  the  curate. 

P.  144,  1.  17. — And  lats  alle  hat  helpe  y$  eomunes  in  J?m  ^rets  taUia$9. 

In  the  Parliament  held  at  Salisbury  in  April,  1384,  the  Commons 
granted  half  a  fifteenth  to  the  king,  with  a  second  half-fifteenth  if 
peace  could  not  be  made.  "Protestantz  outre  que  Tune  Moitee  ne 
I'autre,  ne  soit  en  nule  manere  lovable,  ne  levee,  sanz  la  condicion 
ensuante.  O'est  assavoir  que  I'Estat  de  Clergie  emporte  &  grante 
selonc  lour  afferent  a  I'une  Moitee  &  I'autre  du  dite  Quinszime,  a  les 
termes  &  jours  suis  ditz,  si  bien  en  salvacion  de  eux  come  des  ditz 
Beignours  &  Communes." — Eot.  Pari.  iii.  168a.  Evidently  a  strong 
feeling  was  abroad  that  the  clergy  ought  to  bear  their  share  of  the 
national  burdens,  and  this  gives  a  slight  additional  probability  to  the 
date  I  have  assigned  to  the  tract. 

P.  145,  1.  9. — Ipe  trewe  cUrh  robert  groiUd  wr%ti\  to  the  pope^  etc. 

The  passage  occurs  in  the  sermon  preached  before  the  Pope  at  Lyons. 
''TJnde  pastores,  personam  Jesu  Christi  induti  non  annunciantes 
[Christi  evangelium],  etsi  non  superadderent  malitias  alias,  sunt  anti- 
christi  et  satanas  transfiguratus  in  angelum  lucis.'' — Brown's  Paac. 
ii.  251. 

P.  145,  1.  24. — Few0  euratis  han  }s  hihle.  See. 

1  may  be  fanciful  in  remarking  that  this  passage  would  be  charac- 
teristic in  the  mouth  of  Purvey,  Wydifs  chief  helper  in  translating 
the  Bible. 

P.  146, 1.  8. — And  aJUrward  drawen  men  to  prison. 

Among  the  petitions  for  imprisonment  of  persons  who  had  been  forty 
days  under  excommunication  (see  notes  to  pp.  36,  103),  I  noted  one  from 
the  Bishop  of  Ely  (Jan.  16,  1380),  against  two  men  excommunicated 
at  the  instance  of  John,  rector  of  Eyngston,  **  Occasione  non  solucionis 
decimarum  silve  cedue."  It  was  very  likely  a  case  of  disputed  right, 
as  tithes  on  woodland  were  due  only  on  »ika  cedua,  i,e,  underwood  of 
less  than  20  years'  growth,  and  this  was  a  frequent  cause  of  quarrel. 
In  the  Parliament  Bolls  there  are  several  petitions  for  restraint  of  the 
clergy  in  this  matter. 

P.  149, 1.  5. — Fatte  hors  with  gaye  sadlis  ^  hridelis. 

Wyclif  refers  often  to  the  extravagance  of  the  clergy  in  horses.  The 
complaint  occurs  several  times  in  this  volume,  and  is  to  be  found  also 
in  his  Latin  works  :  ''  Cogitemus  ergo  quod  rex  regum  qui  nunquam 
ante  vel  post  fuit  nisi  pedestris  tunc  sine  sella  non  equum  bellioosnm 
aed  rudem  asinam  ascendit.  Per  hoc  vero  datur  ecclesiasticis 
exemplum  quod  sumptuosos  palefridos  non  ascendant,  bona  ecclesie  non 
consumant  cum  sellis,  strepis  atque  frenis  deauratis  vel  antelis  vel 
postelis  de  sericis/' — Early  Sermons,  I.  (MS.  Lambeth  23). 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NOTES.  511 

P.  152, 1.  22. — Zate  hem  enquer$  }$  sofsy  S^e. 

''  Qaod  fideles  resistentes  huic  pugne  sacerdotum  {i.e.  the  Flanders 
Crusade)  fuerunt  tarn  per  spirituale  brachiam  excommunioati  quam  per 
seculares  domiaos  tribulati." — Exposition  of  Matthew  xxIt.  chap.  2 
(MS.  Ashburnham,  If.  56). 

P.  153, 1.  3  from  bottom. — pat  agoode  eristme  man,  8fo. 

One  of  the  grounds  for  prosecuting  Wyclif  was  that  he  taught  that 
excommunication  was  not  binding  except  when  deserved.  In  the  list 
of  conclusions  condemned  by  the  Pope  in  1377,  we  find:  No.  11. 
Maledictio  vel  excommunicatio  non  ligat  sirapliciter  nisi  quantum 
fertur  in  adversarium  legis  Christi.  No.  15.  Credere  debemus  quod 
[papa  yel  alius]  solum  tunc  solvit  vel  ligat  quando  se  conformat  legi 
Christi. — Chron.  Anglise,  ed.  E.  M.  Thompson,  p.  182. 

P.  154,  1.  12. — \)ere  eomey  a  pardomr  wi^  stoUm  huUis  Sf  faUereUkM. 

Compare  Chaucer's  account  of  the  pardoner — 

*<  For  in  hia  male  he  hadde  a  pilwebeer, 

Which,  that  he  saide,  was  oar  lady  veyl : 

He  seide  he  hadde  a  gobet  of  the  sevl 

That  seynt  Petar  hadde,  when  that  ne  wente 

Uppon  the  see,  til  Jhesa  Crist  him  hente. 

E^  hadde  a  cros  of  latonn  ful  of  stones, 

And  in  a  glas  he  hadde  pigges  bones." 

FrologtUj  694—700. 
Generally  speaking  we  may  be  inclined  to  make  some  allowance  for 
colouring  in  the  descriptions  of  satirist  and  reformer— of  Chaucer  and 
Wyclif.  But  in  depicting  the  impudence  of  the  pardoner  there  was 
no  need — one  may  almost  say  no  room  for  exaggeration.  See  Dr. 
Jusserand's  Essay  on  Chaucer's  Pardoner  and  the  Pope's  Pardoners, 
published  by  the  Chaucer  Society  1880. 

P.  157,  I.  23. — For  now  he}dne  menntu  lawu,  See. 
Cum  nimis  multi  seculares  hodie  studeant  in  litium  facultate,  ipsa 
quoque  Theologia  in  statu  secularium  paucos  habeat  sectatores  propter 
abusum  RomansB  curise,  quse  Theologos  contempsit,  et  in  omni  ecclesi- 
astico  gradu  lucrativarum  scientiarum  studiosos  praeposuit. — ^Pierre 
d'Ailly,  de  Reformatione  Ecclesias.  Brown's  Fasc.  i.  413.  D'Ailly, 
iUchbishop  of  Cambray,  and  a  Cardinal,  was  a  leader  among  the 
orthodox  reformers,  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  Council  of 
Constance. 

P.  165, 1.  27.— Bete  stretia  vp  ^  doun. 

This  use  of  "  bete"  recurs  twice  in  this  tract.  On  p.  168, 1.  10,  we 
have  ''  betynge  of  pauement,"  a  phrase  still  in  use  in  modern  French 
(battre  le  pav6,  aller  et  venir  sans  but,  sans  occupation. — Littrf).  On 
p.  172,  1.  15,  we  have  "  beten  marketis,"  which  I  suppose  means  to 
lounge  about  there  merely  for  the  pleasure  of  the  crowd  and  society. 
Such  loungers  were  generally  in  ill  repute,  as  we  may  see  by  the 
secondary  sense  of  swaggerer,  attaching  to  "  market  beter "  (see 
Beeve's  Tale,  1.  16).  We  may  connect  with  this  use  of  the  word  the 
policeman's  '^  beat." 
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P.  167, 1.  9.—yot  hi  l(myng$  ^  hedynge. 

So  in  Pierce  the  Ploaghman's  Grede  (line  716)  : 

«  And  been  at  lone  &  at  bode  *  aa  bargeeei  Tsitlie," 

which  Mr.  Skeat  explains  ''  to  deal  with  lendings  and  biddings,  to  lend 
and  bid."  It  must  be  noticed,  however,  that  Halliwell  says  that 
'  lone '  is  still  used  in  Devon  as  *  a  supplication  for  alms,'  and  perhaps 
'  lonynge  and  bedynge '  may  meai^  merely  '  begging  and  praying.' 

P.  167, 1.  26. — Priests  so  vnhunnyngs  \at  mm  se&m&n  hem  in  seyn^ 
of  here  seruyee^  Sf  redynge  cf  here  pistil  Sr  gospei. 

Giraldas  tells  a  story  how  Hugh  of  Lincoln  entered  a  parish  church 
to  hear  mass,  and  when  mass  was  over,  the  parish  priest  ''statim 
ccepit  evangelia  multiplicare,  prime  Initium  sanoii  evangelii^  deinde 
Spiritus  Dominif  demum  Saive  sanete  parens^  et  alia  qosedam  nihil  atti- 
nentia.  Episcopus  autem  his  auditis  facete  snbjecit :  '  Quid  eras 
dicturus  est  "presbyter  iste,  qui  hodie  quod  novit  totum  effudit  ? ' " — 
Gemma  Ecclesiastica,  D.  1,  xlviii. 

P.  169,  1.  8.—  Who  lyue}  bestpreie^  best. 

**  Opera  autem  justa  plus  orant  pro  homine  qnam  mentis  devocio  et 
Tocalis  formacio  labiorum." — Lat.  Sermons,  iv.  3  (M.S.  T.C.C.  293a). 

P.  169,  1.  25. — Magnyficatj  sanetus,  Sc  agnus  dei. 

The  Magnificat  was  sung  always  at  vespers.  The  Sanctus  (Sanctus, 
Sanctus,  Sanctus,  Dominus  Deus  Sabaoth.  Pleni  sunt  cobH  et  terra 
gloria  tua  :  Osanna  in  excelsis.  Benedictus,  qui  venit  in  nomine  Domini : 
Osamm  in  excelsis)  is  sung  in  the  preface  to  the  Mass. 

The  Agnus  Dei  (Agnus  Dei  qui  tollis  peccata  mundi;  miserere 
nobis  (bis)  Agnus  Dei  qui  tollis  peccata  mundi  da  nobis  pacem)  is  in 
the  ordinary  of  the  Mass. 

P.  171, 1.  14.— And  ofte  y  reden  it. 

The  passage  referred  to  forms  the  epistle  for  the  Thursday  in  Passion 
or  Holy  Week,  as  well  as  for  Corpus  Ghristi  Day, 

P.  172, 1. 15. — JSntermeten  hem  o/louedaies,  holdynge  toi^  fors  of  armes, 

A  love-day  was  a  day  appointed  for  settliog  differences  by  arbitration  or 
amicable  arrangement.  Doubtless  it  was  often  useful  in  avoiding 
quarrels  and  litigation,  especially  among  equals,  but  its  comparative 
informality  made  it  the  more  dangerous  in  the  hands  of  a  powerful 
oppressor  (compare  pp.  234,  243,  245).  We  get  a  similar  view  of 
the  custom  in  the  Vision  of  Piers  Plowman  (B.  x.  19) : 

''Who  can  contreue  deceytee  an  conspire  wrongea, 
And  lede  forth  a  loneday  to  latte  with  treuthe ; 
He  ]>at  such  craftes  can  to  conaeille  is  clepid.*' 

P.  178,  1.  19. — pei  hi^enfaste  to  heprestis  mo  }an  hen  nedfid  for}$ 
peple. 

"Evidens  quidem  est  quod  clerus  per  talem  copiam  temporalium 
peccat  in  quantitate  et  qualitate,  contrarius  voluntati  domini  jesu 
christi.  In  quantitate  quidem  quo  ad  numerum  proporcioncdem 
aliis  partibus  ecolesie  militantis.     Evidens  quidem  est  quod  talis  mun- 
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dana  prosperitas  facit  clernm  ia  numero  superfluo  appetere  istum 
Btatum." — Speculum  MilitantLs  Ecclesie,  cap.  29  (MS.  Ashburnhami  If. 
118J). 

P.  177,  chapter  24. — It  should  be  remembered  that,  when  these  tracts 
were  written,  chantries  had  come  to  be  the  commonest  form  of  religious 
foundation.  One  order  after  another  had  fallen  away  from  the  ideal 
aimed  at  in  its  foundation,  till  people  had  almost  ceased  to  look  upon 
monks  and  even  friars  as  good  men  whom  it  was  meritorious  to  help. 
In  endowing  chantry  priests,  they  hoped  to  get  prayers  in  return  for 
their  money,  and  the  formal  religion  of  the  day  looked  upon  this  as  the 
safest  religious  investment. 

P.  177,  1.  4  from  bottom. — Discencion  ^  tverris  Sf  pestikncis. 

We  fear  this  allusion  will  not  help  us  much  with  the  date  of  the 
tract.  According  to  Walsingham  there  were,  besides  the  Black 
Death  of  1348,  plagues  in  1361,  1375,  and  in  the  north  of  England 
in  1379. 

P.  181,  1.  12. — J?«  tvol^n  ajMtverefor  men  at  domes  day. 

So  the  Minorite  promises  in  Pierce  the  Ploughman's  Grede  (123-1 32) : 

"  And  my^testou  amenden  us  wi^  money  of  )>yn  owne, 
pou  chuldest  cnely  bifore  Cbnst  in  compas  of  gold 
In  be  wide  windowe  westworde  wel  nije  in  the  myddell, 
Ana  seynt  Fraunces  himself  schall  folden  the  in  his  cope 
And  presente  the  to  the  txynitie  &  praie  for  thy  sinnes. 

pou}  boa  conne  noa^t  ^i  Crede  Kare  )>oa  no  more. 
I  schal  asoilen  .))e,  syre,  &  setten  it  on  my  soule.*' 

P.  181,  1.  21. — Jubilees  )at  we  reden  not  of,  ofJcyngis  ne  emperourts. 

A  jubilee  was  celebrated  when  a  monk  or  friar  had  completed  the 
fiftieth  year  of  his  profession.  The  order  for  the  ceremony  is  quoted  from 
the  Carmelite  constitutions  in  Ducange,  s.v.  "  Jubileus."  The  Jubileus 
was  excused  from  many  requirements  of  the  rule. 

P.  182,  1.  22.— pet  toole  make  many  doseyns  toforstaeren  hem. 

The  ** doseyns"  are,  of  course  jurors,  whose  corruption  was  one 
of  the  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of  securing  even-handed  justice. 
In  1364  it  was  enacted  that  any  juror  taking  money  for  his  verdict 
should  be  fined  ten  times  the  amount  of  the  sum  in  question  (Eot. 
Pari.  ii.  288  a) ;  but  the  severity  of  the  punishment  does  not  seem  to  have 
put  an  end  to  the  offence.  A  petition  of  1382  shows  how  juries  could 
be  nsed  for  extortion  and  oppression,  and  although  much  may  be  laid 
to  the  opportunities  given  by  the  troubles  of  the  previous  year,  we 
cannot  doubt  that  abuses  were  always  frequent.  Compare  the  Coke's 
Tale  of  Gamelyn,  1.  785— 

**  For  be  was  fast  abont,  bothe  day  and  other, 
For  to  hyre  the  quest  to  hangen  his  brother." 

It  is  only  fair  to  the  jurors  to  remember  that  they  sometimes  suffered 
from  the  spite  of  the  party  who  thought  liimself  aggrieved,  and  that  it 
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was  dangerous  to  give  a  yeniict  against  a  powerful  suitor,  although  not 
many  could,  like  Gamelyn,  hang  the  unjast  ''sisours." 

P.  183,  1.  18. — Fariweren  hem  loiUyngly  for  here  dyner  Sf  a  nohle. 

The  noble  was  half  a  mark,  or  six  shillings  and  eightpence.  As  the 
shilling  then  contained  216  grs.,  it  would  be  worth  about  fifteen 
shillings  and  sixpence  of  our  present  ooinage.  Weight  for  weight,  its 
purchasing  power  was  greater  than  now,  but  it  is  hard  to  fix  a  standard 
by  which  to  reckon  this.  Mr.  Seebohm,  measuring  it  by  the  price  of 
wheat,  says  four  times,  which  would  make  the  juryman's  fee  for 
perjury  about  £3,  besides  the  dinner.  See  an  article  by  Mr.  Seebohm 
in  the  Fortnightly  Review,  February,  1870. 

P.  184,  1.  6. — Abuses  of  Consistory  {or  jEeelesiastieaT)  Courts, 

The  ecclesiastical  courts,  which  were  very  numerous,  determined  all 
causes  matrimonial  and  testamentary.  '*  There  were  other  minor  suits 
for  wrongs  for  which  the  temporal  courts  afforded  no  remedy,  such  as 
slander  in  cases  where  the  evil  report  did  not  cause  material  loss  to  the 
person  slandered." — Stubbs'  Const.  Hist.  iii.  346.  They  had  besides 
to  enforce  the  payment  of  tithes  and  church  dues,  and  were  charged 
with  disciplinary  power  for  punishment  of  adultery,  fornication, 
perjury,  and  other  vices  which  did  not  come  under  the  common  law. 
The  reputation  of  the  "  summoner "  is  enough  to  show  how  abases 
pervaded  the  action  of  these  courts.  Professor  Stubbs  has  sununed  up 
the  case  concerning  them  in  his  Const.  Hist.  iii.  373. 

P.  190,  1.  6  from  bottom. —  W^hat  is  actiflife  ^  eontemplatif 

Wyclif  would  not  allow  that  the  life  of  the  cloister  had  any  special 
claim  to  be  called  contemplative.  What  was  his  idea  of  contemplative 
life  may  be  seen  in  one  of  his  English  sermons,  No.  cxiv.  (S.E.W. 
i.  382).  He  insisted  that  contemplation  would  not  make  a  man  more 
slothful  in.  preaching.  In  a  Latin  tract  on  Matthew  xxiv.  he  says : 
'^Quidam  pure  viventes  secundum  legem  domini  Jesu  Christi,  qui  in 
lecto  contemplacionis  per  vices  dormiunt  et  surgunt  vivacius  spirituale 
cibarium  populo  ministrando  "  (Ashbumham,  1^  633).  He  goes  on  to 
say  that  those  who  fail  to  lead  such  a  life,  although  they  may  be 
hermits  or  anchorites,  will  be  damned.  Yet  in  one  tract,  and  that  a 
late  one,  he  uses  **  activi"  in  the  sense  of  laymen. — Furyatorium  se^ 
Christi  (MS.  iishburnham,  52h),  I  notice  this  as  a  warning  not  to 
lay  too  much  stress  on  single  expressions,  especially  when  they  belong 
to  the  current  theology  of  his  time. 

P.  191,  1.  2\.—M<Uynes  of  ours  lady. 

One  of  the  seven  hours  of  our  Lady  which,  according  to  the  local  use, 
were  said  with  the  canonical  hours ;  and  often  without  them. 

P.  192,  1.  26.— /Sirtf  iaeke  or  hobbe. 

Sire  is  here  the  common  title  given  to  a  priest,  as  occasionally  in 
Shakspere. 

P.  193,  last  Une,  &c. — Saying  Matins  more  binding  than  celebration  of 
Mass, 

It  is  a  mortal  sin  to  celebrate  without  having  said  Matins  (f.«. 
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Nocturas  and  Lauds).  A  constitution  of  Archbishop  Reynolds  says : 
**  Nullus  SacerdoB  parochialis  praasumat  Missam  celebrare  antequain 
Matatinale  peiBolverit  officium,  et  primum  et  tertiam  de  die. — Lynd- 
woode,  lib.  iii.,  tit.  23.  The  object  of  such  rules  was,  no  doubt,  to 
insure  that  the  celebrating  priest  should  be  duly  prepared  for  his 
functions,  bat  one  result  of  them  was,  as  noticed  in  the  text,  to  make 
the  saying  of  hours  more  binding  than  celebration,  since  to  say  the 
"hours"  was  binding  on  every  priest. 

P.    194,  1.  6,—Antifeners. 

Antiphonarium,  a  book  containing  the  An tiphons  or  Anthems.  ' '  Nota 
quod  tale  Antiphonarium  non  solum  continebit  in  se  Antiphonas  .  .  . 
sed  etiam  Invitatoria,  Hymnos,  llesponsoria,  Yersus,  GoUectas,  Capitula 
et  alia  quae  pertinent  ad  decantationem  Horarum  Ganonicarum.'* — ^Lynd- 
woode,  lib.  iii.  tit.  27. 

P.  194,  1.  ^.—Oraielis. 

"  Stricte  ponitur  Gradate  pro  eo  quod  gradatim  cantatar  post  epis-* 
tolam ;  hie  tamen  ponitur  pro  libro  integro  in  quo  contineri  debent 
Officium  aspersionis  aquse  benedictee,  Missarum  inchoationes  sive 
Officia ;  Eyrie  cum  versibus  Gloria  in  Excelsis,  Gradalia,  Halleluja,  et 
Tractus  SequentisB,  Symbolum  cantandum  in  Missa  Offertoria,  Sanctus, 
Agnus,  Gommunio,  ftc,  qusB  ad  Ghorum  spectant  in  MisssB  solennis 
decantatione." — Ibid. 

P.  198,  1.  2  from  bottom. — For  alle  angelU  ^  men  if  wommen  \at 
sehullen  he  sauyd  hen  goddU  kyngdom  Sf  holy  chirche. 

This  tenet,  that  the  true  Ghurch  consists  only  of  the  predestinate,  is 
often  insisted  on  by  Wyclif.  It  is  found  also  in  the  parallel  passage  in 
the  tract  printed  by  Mr.  Arnold :  "  Alle  bylke  ^at  schulle^  be  in  blysse 
after  Je  dome  ryjtwysliche  may  be  cleped  holy  churche.*' — S.E.W.  iii. 
101. 

P.  199,  1.  le —Canfermed. 

Probably  a  mistake  of  the  scribe  for  "  conformed,"  although  "  con- 
ferraed"  may  be  taken  in  the  sense  of  firmly  united. 

P.  204,  1.  14. — pis  addynge  to  is  trewe, 

Gontrast  on  this  point  the  tract  printed  by  Mr.  Arnold,  S.E.W.  iii. 
112:  *'  But  for  it  is  hard  [to]  men  to  grounde  hem  [leeue  to  add  ^us], 
8i]7^e,"  &c.  I  quote  thus  far,  as  Mr.  Arnold's  text  is  defective ;  the 
words  in  brackets  are  supplied  from  the  Dublin  MS.  G.G. 

P.  205,  1.  4  from  bottom. — For  whanne  wymtnen  hen  tumyd,  8fC. 

"  l^icut  enim  femina  ad  bonum  dedita  est  specialiter  ecclesie  juvativa» 
quia  organum  domini  in  maria  et  aliis  sibi  in  virtute  similibus ;  sio 
femina  seducta  cautelis  diaboli  superat  in  malicia  multos  viros,  cum  sit 
speciale  rethe  diaboli." — Sermons,  Part  II.  22  (T.G.G.  202J). 

P.  206,  1.  7. — He  \at  han  hest  piste  a  pagyn  o/ye  deuyl, 

I  think  this  must  refer  to  miracle-plays,  in  which  the  devil  was 
usually  the  leading  comic  part.  Grossetete,  in  a  circular  to  his  arch- 
deacons, complains  that  the  clergy  sometimes  take  part  in  such  plays  : 
'*  Faciunt  etiam,  ut  audivimu6,clerici  ludos  quos  vocant  miracula,"  and  he 


Digitized  by 


Google 


516  NOTES. 

desires  that  they  may  be  put  a  stop  to :  "  Miracnla  etiam  et  ludos  supra 
nomiuatos  et  scotales,  quod  est  in  vestra  potestate  facili,  omuino  exter- 
minetis." — Robert!  Grossetete  Epistolae,  ed.  H.  E.  Luard,  Letter  cvii. 

P.  206, 1.  23. — pe  roten  body,  }at  u  wormes  mete  Sf  a  eak  of  drit, 

**  Cogitaremus  itaque  quod  femina  quam  sic  tangimus  est,  nedum  pro 
tempore  suo  borreudum  cadayer  putridum,  sed  in  presenti,  secundum 
regionem  nutriciam  intuita,  saccus  stercorum."-^De  Mandatis  Divinis, 
cap.  29  (MS.  XJniT.  Gamb.,  LI.  5,  13).  The  same  idea  recurs,  S.E.W. 
iii.  p.  125. 

P.  207,  1.  3  from  bottom. — Se^/nt  eteuene  woeful  of  grace. 

Our  A.V.  has  "  full  of  faith,"  but  the  Yulgate  **  plenus  gratia  et 
fortitudine." 

P.  208.  ].  3. — Qod  \e  trinyte  ie  wi^  eche  creature  hi  my)ty  wisdom  Sf 
goodnesee  to  kepe  it. 

Wyclif  s  doctrine  on  this  point  is  explained  in  Trialogus,  book  ii. 
chap.  xi. :  **  Gertum  est  quod  necessario  Deus  conservet  locum  quem- 
libet  et  quamlibct  creaturam,  et  non  conservat  per  potentiam  ab  eo 
distinctam  [or  distantem] :  nee  potest  vicissim  adesse  et  deesse  sue 

fabricse.       Ideo    necessario     est    ubique Deus     necessario 

secundum  totam  suam  essentiam  perpetuo  est  ubique.  .  .  .  Ideo 
Deus  habet  unum  modum  excellentem  et  proprium,  quo  essentialiterest 
ubique.  Et  cum  in  Deo  sit  virtus  atque  potentia,  qu89  realiter  est 
divina  essentia,  patet  quod  Deus  virtualiter  et  potentialiter  est  ubique." 
— (Ed.  Lechler,  p.  113.)  It  is  probably  this  doctrine  which  led  to  the 
charge  against  Wyclif  of  holding  **  quod  Ghristus  est  vilisaima  creatura, 
cum  sit  ipsa  materia  prima. "-^Fasc.  Ziz.  p.  2. 

T.  2X1,17.— TVentalis. 

A  Trental  is  an  office  of  30  masses  to  be  said  on  so  many  successive 
days  for  the  dead.  It  also  means  the  offering  made  on  consideration 
of  such  masses.  Special  observances  were  usual  on  the  30th  day 
from  the  death.  In  the  Academy  of  October  18th,  1879,  Mr.  Peacock 
printed  the  will  of  Sir  Thomas  Cumber  worth  (a.d.  1450),  which  gives 
us  a  good  example  of  the  way  in  which  money  was  distiibuted  on  such 
occasions:  "I  will  the  interment  be  made  at  my  xxx  day  &  the 
abbot  of  Thorneton  do  the  masse  derige  &  the  exquies  &  have  xxs  & 
the  vs  iiij^  that  he  ows  me  aforesaid  &  I  wil  the  abbot  of  Neusom  k 
the  abbot  of  Welhow  yf  thay  both  come  to  my  xxx  day  haf  ather  of 
tham  xiis  iiij^  and  ilke  prior  &  prions  that  comes  to  the  xxx  day  hafe 
vis  viij^  and  ilke  chanon  or  none  that  comes  to  the  said  xxx  day  have 
xx^  &  ilke  prest  &  frere  that  comes  that  day  to  deryge  &  masse  hafe 
iiij*."  Further,  two  priests  are  to  sing  at  the  altar  where  his  wife  and 
father  and  mother  are  buried,  i^  &  that  ilken  of  tham  haf  C*  to  say  the 
Trentall  for  bus  in  all  the  hast  that  may  be  getyn  thereto."  So 
universal  was  the  custom  of  having  a  trental  said  for  the  dead,  that 
we  may  notice  in  the  Poor  Men's  Gild  of  Norwich  an  order,  **^at 
any  bro];er  or  sister  of  J^is  gilde  deye  vii  mile  abouten  Je  Cite,  or  wilh- 
innen  the  cite,  alle  ^e  bretherin  and  sistrin  shullen  ben  at  ^en  enteryng 
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of  )?e  dede  corps,  and  ofPeiin  at  bis  messe,  and  ^euen  xxx^  for  xxx 
messes  singing  for  ^e  soule,  and  for  alle  cristen  soules." — English  Grilds, 
E.E.T.S.  No.  40,  p.  41.  In  the  Sarum  Missal  the  Musa  pro  defunctts 
has  a  special  prayer,  secret,  and  post-communion  for  the  30tli  day. — 
Sarum  Breviary,  ed.  Proctor  and  Wordsworth,  ii.  629.  It  seems  that 
sometimes  the  30  masses  were  all  said  on  one  day.  In  the  ordinance 
for  the  gild  of  St.  Kathorine,  Aldersgate,  the  wardens  are  to  summon 
the  friars  to  say  the  dirge,  **  and  on  ];e  morwe  to  seie  a  trent  of  masses 
at  same  freres." — Id.  p.  8. 
P.  212, 1.  5. —  W/tanne  riche  men  h&n  dede  tri]?  iiriytf,  ifc, 

"  "Why  coTet  you  not  to  burie 
poor  folk  among  yon 
sith  that  they  been  moet  holy 
as  ye  aaine  that  ye  ben  for  yoor  poTertie  P 
Wny  will  ye  not  be  at  her  diriges 
as  ye  have  been  at  rich 'mens, 
sitn  God  nraiseth  hem  more 
than  he  doth  other  men  P 
Jacke  Upland,  Wrighft  Politicai  Poem,  ii.  22. 

Our  last  note  supplies  a  good  answer  to  Jacke's  questions. 

P.  212,  1.  10. — Stryuen  ^  fi]tten  for  \e  dede  eareyne. 

Any  one  who  wishes  to  see  a  lively  description  of  such  a  struggle  will 
do  well  to  turn  to  Erasmus'  colloquy,  Funue. 

P.  213, 1.  6  from  bottom. — Liynge^  probably  for  Wjyn^tf=**  laugh- 
ing." 

P.  213, 1.  3  from  bottom. — "pat  hngey  to  iurdiecion  ofprelatie. 

Fornication  and  adultery  were  cognizable  only  by  the  ecclesiastical 
courts,  and  the  bishops  resented  any  lay  attempts  at  repressing  these 
vices.  Such  attempts  seem  to  haye  been  made  occasionally.  I  have 
already  (note  to  p.  35)  mentioned  one  on  the  part  of  llie  London 
citizens,  related  with  much  indignation  by  Walsingham.  About 
the  same  time,  Aug.  3,  1382,  I  find  a  monition  against  the  hallivi 
of  Canterbury,  who  have  presumed  to  try  adulteries,  etc.,  "inqui- 
rentes  cognoscentes  et  judicantes,  penas  bannicionis  et  alia  deformia  et 
noviter  adinventa  supplicia  pro  hujusmodi  criminibus  auctoritate  sua 
propria  imponent"  (Lambeth  Begisters).  .  Banishment  must  have  been 
a  most  objectionable  punishment  in  the  eyes  of  the  ecclesiastical 
officials,  since  it  dried  up  the  sources  of  revenue. 

P.  218,  1.  14. — Fleynge  fro  euche  company e  Sf  ahstynence  Sp  sand 
traueile  is  best  medeeyne  ajenst  leeherie, 

''Et  ad  hoc  valet  ista  medecina  triplex  precipue;  circumspecta 
corporis  maceracio,  loci  et  persone  cum  qua  peccaretur  deelinacio,  et 
omnino  tocius  virtutis  cognitiue  assidua  et  sancta  occupacio." — De 
Mandatis  Divinis,  o.  29  (MS.  Univ.  Camb.,  LI.  5.  13). 

P.  220, 1.  13. — Sixtene  eondieions  ofcharite. 

The  notes  of  charity  given  by  the  Apostle  in  1  Cor.  xiii«  4,  may  be 
counted  as  sixteen,  and  are  so  enumerated  in  the  tract  on  Faith,  Hope, 
and  Charity,  p.  353. 
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p.  223, 1.  6. — pat  yei  appropri^n  not  paruehs  ehirehu. 

TbiA  is  not  the  only  place  where  Wyclif  notices  that  appropriations 
prevent  the  material  repair  of  the  church,  as  well  as  the  pastoral  care 
of  the  parish  :  **  Alii  antem  attendentes  ad  seculum  horrent  quod  iste 
basilice  appropriate  tantum  deficiunt  in  tectis  et  ceteris  omamentis. 
Bed  infinitum  grayior  horror  est  quod  populus  ille,  tanquam  desertus  a 
domino,  deficit  in  spirituali  pastore  qui  ipsum  duceret  ad  beatitudinem 
secundum  regulas  legis  Christi." — DeKova  Prevaricancia  Mandatomm, 
cap.  5  (MS.  Ashbnmham,  If.  93^). 

P.  224, 1. 1 0.    Si}  rohert  grosted  elepi\  n'ehs  exempeion  ^e  deuelis  neitu, 

I  have  not  been  able  to  trace  this  expression,  but  in  his  sermon 
preached  before  the  Pope,  Grossetete  denounces  the  evil  of  exemptions. 
*'  Sic  ligantur  pastores,"  he  says,  "  quod  lupis  in  gregem  grassantibus 
nee  ad  modicum  possint  occurrere." — Brown's  Fascic.  ii.  255. 

P.  224,  1.  12. — Si}  ii  is  a  grete  s&ntenee  of  }e  ehirehe  \at  who  euere 
do}  ajanst  }e  r\\tfvl  mile  of  a  dede  man  m  cursed.  See  note  to  p.  48,  line 
13. 

P.  224, 1.  23.— Mortuaries. 

These  were  fines  or  dues  payable  to  the  parson  or  vicar  of  the  church 
where  a  man  was  buried.  The  religions  in  burying  rich  men  naturally 
caused  quarrels  as  to  the  payment  of  mortuaries.  These  dues  were 
sometimes  of  considerable  amount.  Thus  in  one  case  we  fijid  the  prior 
of  Wenlock  claiming  one-third  of  all  the  deceased  possessed  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  diocese  of  Hereford. — Hot. 
Pari.  ii.  38.  In  another  case  the  chaplains  of  a  free  royal  chapel 
complain  that  the  Chapter  of  Lichfield  have  opened  a  chapel  and  ceme- 
tery, and  taken  away  their  mortuaries. — ^Rot.  Pari.  ii.  77. 

P.  224,  1.  8  from  bottom. — pe  sehame  of  grete  synneris  }i/  }ei  tcere 
schryue  at  here  owene  euratis. 

FitzBalph,  in  his  Defensorium  Curatorum,  insists  strongly  on  the  evil 
of  confessing  to  friars,  and  gives  this  among  many  reasons :  **  Quod  in 
confessione  ordinario  facta,  €st  erubescentia  amplior  quam  cum  confessio 
est  fratri  facta."  Of  the  extent  to  which  friars  heard  confessions,  he 
says,  "Ego  enim  in  mea  dioecesi(ut  puto)  habeo  duamiUiasubditorum 
qui  singulis  annis  propter  sententias  excommunicatienis  lataa  contra 
homicidas  voluntarios,  fures  publicos,  incendiaries  et  istis  consimiles 
sunt  excommunicationis  sententiis  involuti,  de  quibus  yix  Teniunt  ad 
me  seu  paenitentiarios  meos  quadraginta  in  anno ;  et  recipiunt  sacramenta 
omnes  tales  ut  caeteri,  &  absol  vuntur  vel  absoluti  dicuntur,  nee  per  alios 
quam  per  fratres  "  (Fasc.  Eerum.  Expet.  ii.  68).  It  is  to  a  Mar  that 
Mede  comes  for  confession  in  Piers  Plowman,  B.  text,  iii.  35. 

P.  224,  1.  2  from  bottom. — 7b  homly  wih  gentil  wymmen. 

Compare  a  passage  in  the  tract  On  the  Leaven  of  Pharisees,  p.  10. 

P.  227,  line  5  from  bottom. — pe/end  moue}  summe  men,  etc. 

This  should  be  compared  with  the  tract  De  Sex  Jugis,  printed  in  Dr. 
Lechler's  Appendix,  in  which  Wyclif  insists  strongly  on  the  duty  of 
obedience  to  masters,  even  when  tyrannical. — ^Lechler,  ii.  601. 
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P.  228, 1.  15. —  Weilynge  or  languysehynge. 
In  our  A.V.  doting,  but  in  Vulgate  '*  languena  circa  questiones." 
P.  229,  1.  9. — Pore  prestis  .  .  .  eharye  seruauntis  to  he  euget  ^ou} 
hrdis  hi  tirauntie, 

"  Homines  sic  tractati  civiliter,  quantumcunque  in  donis  Dei 
gratuitis  et  gracia  Christi  resplendeant,  debent  humiliter  injurias  istas 
pati :  et  per  passiones  hujusmodi  debent  communiter  plus  mereri  quam 
in  aliis  officiis  nunc  laudatis.  Sic  enim  meruerunt  Christi  martires 
paciendo  et  sic  docet  Petrus  dominis,  et  discolis,  subici  paciendo." — De 
Serritute  Givili  et  Dominio  Seculari,  c.  3  (MS.  A.shburnhanL,  If.  86). 
P.  231,  1.  2b,—€ome  and  reprotte  him. 

**  Seke  ^e  doom,  helpe  ^e  hym  that  is  oppressid,  deme  ^e  to  the  fadir- 
les  and  modirles  child,  defende  ^e  a  wide  we.  And  come  ^e  and  repreue 
je  me,  saith  the  Lord." — Later  Wyelifite  Version,  **  Et  venite  et 
arguite  me." — Vulgate. 

P.  231,  1.  27. — Merey  and  trew\e  kept  ofkyngie. 
There  is  something  wrong  with  the  text  here.     The  Yulgate  has : 
Mieerieordia  et  Veritas  emtodiunt  regem ;  and  the  W.V.  **  Mercy  and 
treuthe  kepen  the  king." 

P.  233,  last  line. — Paien  not  \erfore  hut  white  stickis. 
There  was  often  a  difficulty  in  getting  tallies  cashed.  In  the  Parlia- 
ment of  1376  Lord  Nevill  was  impeached  for  buying  up  tallies  of 
assignments  made  by  the  king  to  various  persons.  These  he  had  got 
full  payment  for,  while  paying  little  or  nothing  to  their  owners.  He 
was  said  to  have  made  £300  in  this  way.  Two  persons  are  mentioned 
as  having  been  thus  defrauded — the  Lady  de  Ravensholme,  and 
Eeynold  Love,  a  merchant  of  London  (Hot.  Pari.  iii.  328).  When 
persons  such  as  these  rated  tallies  so  low,  it  may  be  guessed  what  was 
their  value  to  poor  country  people,  whose  goods  had  been  taken  by 
purveyors.  Gf.  God  Spede  the  Plough  (appended  to  Mr.  Skeat's 
ed.  of  Pierce  the  Ploughman's  Crede) : 

The  Eyngis  purvionra  also  they  come, 

To  aave  wnete  and  otys  at  the  Kyngis  nede  ; 
And  oyer  that  befe  and  Mutton, 

And  butter  and  pulleyn,  so  god  me  spede ! 
And  to  the  kyngis  courte  we  moste  it  lede, 

And  our  payment  shal  be  a  styk  of  a  bough  ;  - 
And  yet  we  most  speke  faire  for  drede — 
I  praye  to  God,  spede  wele  the  plough. 

P.  234, 1.  10. — But  ra\ere  wy^holden  pore  men  here  hire. 

**  In  lege  antiqua  Levitici  19™**-  dicitur  *  Non  morabitur  opus  merce- 
narii  tui  aput  te  usque  mane.'  Quamvis  autem  istud  exponatur 
communiter  quod  post  completionem  laboris  opus  mercenarii  non  debet 
remanere  per  tempus  culpabile  tenebrosum,  tamen  assistente  indigentia 
mercenarii  debet  merces  retribui  in  completione  laboris.  .  .  Novit 
mundus  quantum  injuste  multi  mercenarii  sunt  tractati  nunc,  laborea 
indebitos  ex  diurnitate  temporis,  ex  qualitate  operis,  et  ex  aliis  circum- 
Btantiis  exigendo." — ^From  tract  De  oex  Jugie  (Lechler^  ii.  598). 
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p.  234, 1.  27. — Lordis  stryu&n  t(n)?  here  tenauntis  to  hrynge  hmn  in 
\raldom. 

Among  the  petitions  presented  in  the  first  Parliament  of  Richard  II. 
is  one  complaining  that  the  villeins  and  tenants  get  copies  of  Domesday 
book  which  they  use  to  assert  their  freedom.  Coming  from  the  land- 
lords, this  petition  declares  this  action  to  be  wrongful,  and  attributes  it 
to  certain  agitating  counsellors,  who  misinterpret  the  document 
Things  had  got  so  bad  already  (in  1377)  that  the  peasantry  helped 
each  other  to  resist  distraint. — Kolls  of  Parliament,  iii.  21^. 

P.  240, 1.  22. — Lay  eorrection  of  clerks. 

^*  Moveri  potest  ulterius  si  secularis  populus  debet  de  prelato  hujos- 
modi  judicare,  nam  sic  liceret  ipsum  deponere  et  decimas  et  oblaciones 
Buas  subtrahere;  sed  tunc  forent  forus  ecclesiasticus  et  seculare 
judicium  commixta  ad  invicem  et  confusa,  et  contra  istud  militant 
multe  leges.  Sed  hie  yidetur  multis  quod  rex,  cujus  interest  pacificara 
rempublicam,  debet  impedire  adulteria,  furta  et  alia  crimina,  sed  speci- 
aliter  in  prelatis,  cum  ipsa  precipue  perturbant  rempublicam,  et  patet 
exemplum  3  Hegum  2  de  Salamone." — De  Sermone  Domini  in  Monte, 
chap.  32  (MS.  T.C.C.  S^Sc). 

P.  241,  1.  29,—Paur8  appeal  to  Casar. 

"Quomodo  igitur  renueret  papa  vel  prelatus  aliquis  judicari  per 
judicem  secularem,  cum  vas  eleccionis,  instar  magistri  sui  Chriflfti 
judicari  sic  eligentis,  appetit  se  taliter  judicari." — De  Sermone  Doauai 
in  Monte,  o.  32  (MS.  T.C.C.  393J). 

P.  242,  1.  4  from  bottom. — A  market  hetere. 

The  presence  of  priests  at  markets  seems  to  have  been  a  scandal. 
John  Myrc,  in  his  "Instructions  to  Parish  Piiests,"  says — 

'^  Markets  and  feyres  I  the  forbede 
But  hyt  be  for  the  more  nede." 

E.E.T.S.  No.  31,  p.  2. 

!Market  betere  is  usually  explained  as  a  swaggerer,  but  it  seems  here  to 
l*e  used  only  in  the  sense  of  a  frequenter  of  markets.  Compare  belen 
xuarkctis,  p.  172. 

P.  243, 1.  21. — Lords  meyntenen  .  .  extorsioneris^  robberies,  S^  reuert. 

The  habit  of  keeping  bands  of  violent  and  disorderly  retainers,  by 
liveries  and  other  gifts,  to  mainfain  their  patrons'  quarrels,  was  common 
among  the  great  people  of  the  time.  Statutes  and  petitions  in  Parliament 
were  useless  against  it.  In  one  petition  the  Commons  say — "  qar  si  les 
Meintenances  des  Grantz  soient  tollez  les  faux  felons  &  malveys  serront 
puniz  &  les  Leyes  et  la  Pees  meyntenuz  "  (Kot.  Pari.  ii.  165).  The 
disorder  did  not  diminish  in  the  first  part  of  the  fii'teenth  century,  as 
the  Paston  Letters  show  very  clearly,  and  it  was  reserved  for  the 
strong  hand  of  the  Tudors  to  put  down  the  abuse. 

P.  246,  1.  15. — Or  wis  ofbildynge  ofcastelis. 

This  has  often  been  supposed  to  allude  to  William  of  Wykeham,  but 
it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  it  has  any  personal  reference. 
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P.  271,  1.  6. — p0  \r%dde  h&resie  ^at  may  hoold  of  olde  synnyi, 

Mr.  Herrtage  suggests  that  for  **  may  "  we  should  read  **  many."  I 
am  rather  inclined  to  take  the  reading  of  A.\.,  co  recting  ^'  ma^  "  to 
"maki>"— "  bat  maki>  hoord  of  olde  synnys."  Cf.  p.  476,  1.  25— 
''Abbeys  &  collegies  ben  hordis  of  synne." 

P.  277,  1.  17. — FeM  for  proving  wills. 

Compare  the  petition  of  the  Commons — "  que  y  puisse  estre  declare 
en  cest  Parlement  de  ceitein  combien  les  Curatours  prendront  pur 
proeve  de  chescun  Testament  et  pur  Tacquitance  d'ycels,  car  ils  preig- 
nent  au  present  tres  grantz  fyns  &  extorcions  pur  ycels,  a  grant  damage 
du  poeple"  (Rot.  Pari.  i.  Ric.  1.  vol.  iii.  p.  25i). 

P.  277, 1.  22. — This  proposal  for  lending  freely  to  poor  men  sounds 
reTolutionary ;  but,  as  no  means  are  proposed  for  carrying  it  out,  we 
may  take  it  to  be  only  the  expression  of  a  pious  wish  for  the  extirpa- 
tion of  a  practice  which  every  one  thought  sinful.  In  1376  the 
Commons  petitioned  for  more  repressive  laws  against  usury — ''  Come 
Torrible  vice  de  I'usure  soit  taunt  espaundu  &  usee  parmy  la  terre,  que 
la  vertu  de  charite,  sanz  quele  nul  puist  estre  sauve,  est  bien  pres  tote 
perdue"  (Rot.  Pari.  ii.  8603).  It  may  bo  worth  while  to  quote 
"Wyclifs  words  as  to  the  wickedness  of  usury :  **  Usura  autem  videtur 
habere  istam  blasfemam  maliciam  quod  usurarius  vendit  tempus,  quod 
dare  est  deo  proprium ;  et  postposita  spe  misericordie  et  retribucionis 
divine  propter  hoc  quod  gracia  bonitatis  sue  adjuvat  fratrem  suum, 
feneratur  ista  temporalia  principaliter  pro  spe  lucri ;  et  quia  iste  sic 
postponit  divinam  ordinanciam,  usura  racionabiliter  inter  peccnta 
maxima  est  damnata." — De  Sermone  Domini  in  Monte,  cap.  58  (MS. 
T.C.C.  3773).  Cf.  S.E.W.  iii.  154,  where  there  is  a  long  piece  on 
usury  in  a  tract  which  is  almost  certainly  Wyclifs. 

P.  278,  at  bottom. — Amortisement  by  mean  hands. 

One  of  the  petitions  in  the  first  Parliament  of  Richard  II.  is  directed 
against  this  practice.  I  quote  it  for  comparison  with  the  point  in  the 
text — ''  Pur  ceo  que  les  Religiouses  purchacent  terre,  et  fount  autres 
de  ceo  estre  enfeffez  et  les  ditz  Religiouses  pemantz  les  profitz. 
Et  auxi  terre  lour  est  done  &  autres  persones  enfeffez  d'icelles  et  les 
ditz  Religiouses  de  ce  pemont  les  profites.  Q'en  celle  cas  &  en  touz 
autres  que  purront  estre  ymaginez,  q'ils  puissent  estre  ajugez  en  cas 
d'Estatutz  de  Religious'  entfaitz,  &  que  la  Roi  et  autres  Seigneurs  eient 
I'avantage  en  celle  cas  come  est  ordeigne  en  le  dit  Estatut." — Rot.  Pari, 
iii.  19a.  It  is  to  be  noticed  that  the  petition  was  presented  also  in  the 
last  Parliament  of  Edward  III. 

P.  279, 1.  14. — ptf  wast  tresour  hanged  on  stochis  Sf  stones. 
*'  Unde  ad  honorem  foret  sanctorum  et  utilitatem  ecclesie,  quod 
distributa     forent    pauperibus    jocalia    sepulcrorura     quibus    Btulte 
ac  eciam  inaniter  sunt  ornata. — Sermons,   part    ii.    No.   i2    (MS. 
T.C.C). 

P.  285, 1.  24. — pei  hen  nedid  to  spoyle  here  tenauntis. 

<  *  Magnates  ^depauperant   ac  ipsos  necessitant  ad    paupcres    suos 
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tenentes  et  subditos  insuetis  tallagiis  oaerandam." — Purgatorium  Sects 
Christi  (MS.  Ashburnham,  50). 

P.  286,  1.  Z.—No  man  reuersijf  God. 

**ReverBiJ"  here  is  used  (or  miswritten)  for  **resisteth."  The 
Vulg.  is  quia  reatitit  e%  et  pacem  hahuit?  The  reference  should  be  to 
Job  ix.  4. 

P.  286,  1.  14. — \)at  mahi\  a  man  seruaunt  to  noujt. 

This  has  reference  to  the  doctrine  which  Wyclif  had  learned  from 
Augustine  (see  Fasc.  Ziz.  liv),  **  that  eTil  has  no  substantive  existence, 
but  is  simply  the  absence  of  good,  as  darkness  is  the  absence  of  light." 
Thus,  he  says  in  the  Trialogus  (i.  9)  that  sin  has  no  'idea,' — "sed 
homo  cognoscendo  creaturam  peccabilem  et  quod  peccat,  sine  ydea,  hoc 
est  per  carentiam  vacuitatis  ydeae  (ut  dicit  Lincolniensis)  cognoscit 
peccatum"  (p.  67).  Again,  "Sed  cum  peccati  non  sit  ydea,  nee 
peccati  productivitas  yel  producibilitas  est  in  Deo;  oportet  concedere 
pecoatum  esse  et  adesse  yel  potius  abesse  deficere"  (p.  74).  See 
Lechler,  i.  509. 

P.  287,  1.  12. —  Unable  to  .  .  .  ^eue  ony  aaerammtie, 

Wyclif  has  been  said  to  make  the  efficacy  of  the  Sacrament  depend 
on  the  worthiness  of  the  priest,  and  this  pastsage  gives  some  colour  to 
the  charge.  But  if  we  compare  it  with  other  utterances  on  the  same 
subject,  we  shall  find  that  we  must  not  take  the  words  absolutely  in 
this  sense.  In  a  tract '  De  precationibus  Sacris,'  after  reciting  the 
decrees  forbidding  attendance  at  the  mass  of  an  incontinent  priest,  he 
goes  on — ^'Nowe  si]?  lecherie  makib  priests  unable  to  .  .  .  seie 
masse  "  (S.E.W.  iii.  225).  Here  we  nave  nearly  the  same  expression 
as  in  the  text,  but  the  inability  refers  only  to  legal  disqualification,  not 
to  the  absence  of  Divine  aid  in  consecration.  In  the  same  tract  he  lays 
ddwn  clearly  the  orthodox  doctrine:  '^  a  cursed  man  doJ>  fully  Je 
sacramentis  )?ou^  it  be  to  his  dampnynge "  (p.  227).  In  the  same 
spirit  he  says  of  a  priest  who  is  not  in  grace,  ''  nee  sine  falsitate  dicit 
verba  sacramentalia,  licet  prosint  capacibus."  Wyclif  s  real  view 
seems  to  have  been  that  since  the  efficacy  of  the  Sacrament  depended 
on  the  assistance  of  Christ,  there  was  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
faithful  would  not  be  allowed  to  sufier  for  the  unworthiness  of  the 
priest.  Still  the  priest  who  was  in  mortal  sin  was  no  true  priest,  and 
had  forfeited  all  claim  to  Christ's  aid,  and  therefore  we  could  only 
suppose  and  hope  in  each  case  it  was  given,  without  asserting  it  as  a 
matter  of  faith.  '^  Et  sic  visa  hostia  adoro  ipsam  conditionaliter,  et 
omnimode  deadoro  corpus  Domini  quod  est  sursum"  (Trial,  p.  281). 
Compare  chap.  88  of  the  tract  on  Prelates  (p.  102),  Wyclif  s  authorship 
of  which  is  too  uncertain  to  allow  us  safely  to  draw  arguments  from  it 
as  to  his  opinions.  Dr.  Lechler  has  stated  the  case  for  Wyclifs 
orthodoxy  very  strongly,  i.  608  et  »eq.  (ii.  168  of  the  English  trans- 
lation). 

P.  289, 1.  25.-^8eeular  jurisdiction  over  elerh. 

Compare  p.  240  and  note. 
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P.  297,  1.  1. — Criit  lauede  perBones  of  hem,  ai  weren  poul  and 
nychodejne, 

Cf.  Of  the  Leaven  of  Pharisees,  p.  2. 

P.  298,  1.  16. — And  as  \ei  seyenfreris  weren  \enne  and  hnge  hi/are. 

Referring  to  the  Carmelites,  who  pretended  to  a  direct  descent  from 
Elijah. 

P.  299,  1.  27,— ^oure  makid  hir}ins. 

Burthens  of  your  making.  This  curious  use  of  the  participle  is  not 
suggested  by  the  Latin  of  the  Vulgate,  which  runs — "  ipsi  uno  digito 
vestro  non  tangitis  sarcinas." 

P.  301,  1.  26. — pe  secte  ofMaoamethe,  etc, 

*^  Scimus  quidem  quod  secta  saracenica  mnltis  fidei  nostre  articulis 
autoritate  legis  dei  consenciat,  et  multos  ritus  honestos  atque  lauda- 
biles  ultra  has  ^ctas  observat ;  sed  quia  in  necessariis  secundum  legem 
Christi  deficiunt  nee  autoritatem  ab  ipso  accipiunt,  ideo  sunt  infideles 
filii  diaboli  fugiendi.  Quare  igitur  non  iste  secte  que  Christi  ecclesie 
magis  nocent." — Purgatorium  secie  Christi  (MS.  Ashburnham,  53^). 

P.  310,  1.  4. — Jealousies  hettoeen  the  different  orders, 

**  Cum  sicut  dicunt,  ecce  hie  et  ecce  illuo  est  capud  ecclesie,  ita 
diount  hujus  generacionis  filii,  quod  in  ordine  meo  oportet  hominem 
salutem  consequi;  alius  autem  quod  non,  sed  ordine  meo  oportet 
viantem  compendiosius  et  excellencius  Tenire  ad  patriam  ;  et  in  omnibus 
istis  postponitur  et  contempnitur  simplex  religio  Christiana." — Sermons, 
II.  48  (MS.  T.C.C.  222^).  For  an  amusing  picture  of  these  jealousies, 
see  Pierce  the  Ploughman's  Crede. 

P.  310,  1.  20. — per  hen  now  many  makid  antieristis. 

'*  £t  nunc  Antichrist!  multi  facti  sunt." — Yulgate. 

P.  310,  1.  2%,—Ilche  spirit  \at  lousi^jhesu. 

"Omnis  spiritus  qui  solvit  Jesum." — Vulgate. 

P.  312,  1.  24. — Ofie  we  erren  in  ent&nt  and  desyren  veniaunee  in 
rancour. 

This  characteristic  confession  of  Wyclif  s  fault  of  temper  should  not 
be  overlooked.    Cf .  Introduction,  p.  xlvi. 

P.  314,  1.  7. —  Wo  is  me  for  Iheelde  mynpees. 

"  Vae  mihi,  quia  tacui !  " — Vulgate. 

P.  314. 1.  16. — Poul  hiddih  iymolhe  to  reprove^  topreie^  Sf  to  blame. 

**  Argue,  obsecra,  increpa.'' — Vulgate. 

P.  316, 1.  U.— Sanctity  of  the  friar's  habits. 

This  common  superstition  is  several  times  mentioned  by  Wyclif. 
''  Et  tantam  vim  virtutis  ponunt  in  suis  habitibus  quod  sperant  si 
persona  aliqua,  vir  vel  femina,  moriatur  in  ipsis  non  dampnabitur  ad 
infemum." — Purgatorium  Secte  Christi  (MS.  Ashburnham,  If.  513). 
And  again,  ''Unde  multe  sunt  hereses  in  tali  materia  introducte. 
Tit  quod  sint  habitus  fratrum  tam  sacri  et  tam  virtuosi  quod  nullus 
mortuuB  in  istis  habitibus  damnabitur  ad  infemum." — ^Tract  on 
Matthew  zziii.  cap.  3  (MS.  Ashb.  If.  72).  Compare  Colloquies  of 
Erasmus :  Funus  and  JSxsequia  Seraphica. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


524  KOTES. 

p.  316, 1.  29. — And  \at  mm  mat  see  weight  grawyng  Sf  colour  of  here 
hodg" 

Cf.  soDg  in  the  Appendix  to  Brewer's  Monumenta  Franciscana  (p. 
602): 

'^  Men  may  se  by  tbeir  contynaunce 
That  thai  are  men  of  grete  penaunce, 
And  also  that  their  sustynaunce 

Symple  is  and  wayke. 
I  have  lyued  now  fooiiy  jen, 
And  fatter  men  about  the  neres 
^it  sawe  I  neuer  than  are  thes  frers, 

In  contreys  ther  thai  rayke." 

P.  321,  1.  7. — Men  \at  hen  wandrynge  tnbw  weye, 

Yiutor  is  the  word  generally  used  by  Wyclif  in  his  Latin  works  to 
signify  man  living  on  the  earth. 

P.  321,  1.  9. —  What  Uf\at  ples\}p  more  to  god  u  hetere  preiere  to  god, 

**  Cum  quelibet  res  dicit  deo  seipsam,  fidelis  operarius  suis  operibus 
deum  melius  et  eccleeie  utilius  exoraret."— Speculum  Militantifl 
Ecclesie,  cap.  29  (MS.  Ashburnham,  If.  1093). 

P.  321,  1.  17. — pat  \ei  Hum  honesthche  in  ehirehe. 

"  Arguitur  enira  communiter  quod  fratres  multum  prosunt  eoclesisp 
et  non  nocent,  cum  habent  domes  atque  ecclesias,  quibus  regna  mul- 
lipliciter  decorantur." — Supplementum  Trialogi,  cap.  viii.  (p.  444, 
Lechler's  ed). 

P.  322,  1.  8. — pre  ^yngis  ehulden  moue  men  to  he  glad  o/eich  hyldyng. 

There  is  something  wrong  here.  Wyclif  cannot  baye  put  these  three 
reasons  for  gladness  into  ti^e  mouth  of  his  opponents,  even  in  irony ; 
while  to  himself  they  would  be  causes  of  sorrow,  as  he  says  (1.  20). 

P.  327,  1.  26. — Mathew  telli}  hou  crist  eonfessed  to  hisfadur. 

"  In  illo  tempore  respondens  Jesus  dixit :  confiteor  tibi  Pater,  etc." — 
Yulg. 

P.  328,  1.  5,— Side  note. 

In  the  Dublin  MS.  G.G.  this  tract  is  not  divided  into  chapters. 

P.  328,  1.  21.— Til  Innocens  cam. 

''Duplex  est  confessio  singulariter  deo  facta  et  confessio  ex  in- 
stitucione  Innocencii  tercii  facta  proprio  sacerdoti.  Prima  est  dignior, 
fundabilior  et  necessarior  quam  secunda,  quia  de  prima  confessione  et 
peuitencia  loquitur  scriptura  generaliter  et  nusquam  de  secunda ;  immo 
videtur  multis,  cum  ecdesia  melius  militavit  per  mille  annos  et 
amplius  sine  ill^.** — Sermons,  Part  iv.  Ser.  6  (MS.  T.C.C.  296«). 
Confession  was  first  made  of  general  obligation  in  the  4th  Lateran 
Council  under  Innocent  III. 

P.  329, 1.  3. — Makers  of\is  lawe  weren  so  marrid,  etc. 

**  Sed  gramadici  [sic]  cum  adjutorio  logicorum  impugnant  banc  legem, 
dicentes  quod  solum  pro  ermofroditis  de  virtute  vocabuli  fuit  facta." 
De  contrarietate  duorum  Dominorum,  cap.  6  (MS.  Ashbumham,  If.  46b). 

The  bull  runs  **  Omnis  utriusque  sexus." 
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P,  331, 1.  14. — Propur  pre$tus  h&n  vnahle. 

The  exaggeration  of  difficulties  here  is  rather  extravagant.  The 
proper  priest  was  as  a  rule  the  curate  of  the  parish,  but  there  were 
many  cases  in  which  the  penitent  might  choose  another  confessor,  e.^. 
if  the  priest  were  indiscreet,  a  babbler,  or  in  any  way  personally 
affected  by  the  sin  to  be  confessed  (see  Myrc's  Instructions  for 
Parish  Priests,  line  824  et  seq.).  The  real  mischief  seems  rather  to  have 
been  in  the  multitude  of  licensed  confessors,  friars  and  others,  who  had 
no  knowledge  of  their  penitents,  and  exercised  no  good  influence  over 
them.  Chaucer's  Parson  in  his  **  Tale  "  insists  upon  the  evil  of  ^*  de- 
partyng  of  schrift."     Cf.  notes  to  pp.  9  and  224. 

P.  332,  last  line. — Men  seyn  \at  greh  han. 

The  Greek  Church  enjoins  private  confession,  and  has  a  special 
office  for  the  administration  of  the  rite.  The  form  of  absolution  in 
that  Office  is  as  follows  :  *'  0  my  spiritual  child,  who  dost  confess  to 
my  humility,  I,  a  humble  sinner,  have  no  power  on  earth  to  remit 
sins.  This  God  alone  can  do.  Yet  by  reason  of  that  divine  charge 
which  was  committed  to  the  Apostles  after  the  Resurrection  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  the  words :  '  Whosesoever  sins  ye  remit,'  etc., 
and  by  that  encouraged,  we  say :  whatsoever  thou  hast  confessed  to 
my  most  lowly  humility,  and  whatsoever  thou  hast  omitted  to  confess, 
either  through  ignorance  or  any  forgetfulness,  may  God  forgive  thee, 
both  in  this  world  and  in  that  which  is  to  come."  The  Prayer  Book 
Interleaved f  Campion  and  JBeamont,  p.  221,  Eivingtons,  1866. 

P.  334,  1.  9. — Hiche  men  haden  oeeasioun  to  drede  not  for  to  synne. 

*'  lit  pauperes  possent  de  remissione  sui  peccati  quo  ad  dominum 
desperare,  et  divites  possent  blasfeme  credere  quod  ab  omni  peccato  suo 
per  imposicionem  m annum  antichristi  possent  sine  dolore  quem  deus 
instituit  liberari.'' — Tract  on  Matt,  xxiii.  (MS.  Ashbumham,  If.  71). 

P.  334,  1.  4  from  bottom. — Qwenes,  dueheeeee  and  o}er  ladies  han  eon- 
fessours. 

So  in  the  Tract  on  Matthew  xxiii. :  "  Ista  autem  verba  hiis  novis 
sectis  pertinenter  poterunt  applicari,  cum  sint  duces  domiuorum  et 
dominarum,  episcoporum  et  multorum  magnatuum"  (MS.  Ashbum- 
ham, If.  78.) 

P.  341,  1.  10. — And  J?«»  fre  reieyngie^  etc. 

This  allegorical  interpretation  of  Christ's  three  miracles  of  raising 
the  dead  to  life  is  taken  from  the  Fathers.  See  Trench  on  the 
Miracles,  p.  427.  He  gives  a  quotation  from  Donne,  which  illustrates 
the  passage  very  well :  **  If  I  be  dead  within  doors  (if  I  have  sinned 
in  my  heart),  why  suseitavit  in  domo,  Christ  gave  a  resurrection  to  the 
ruler's  daughter  within  doors,  in  the  house.  If  I  be  dead  in  the  gate 
(if  I  have  sinned  in  the  gates  of  my  soul),  in  my  eyes  or  ears  or  hands, 
in  actual  sins,  why  suseitavit  in  porta,  Christ  gave  a  resurrection  to  the 
young  man  at  the  gate  of  Nain.  If  I  be  dead  in  the  grave  (in 
customary  and  habitual  sins),  why  suseitavit  in  septdcro^  Christ  gave  a 
resurrection  to  Lazarus  in  the  grave  too.'' 
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p.  343, 1.  10. — And  \uijreri8  my^t&n  telle  ^epuple,  etc. 

**  Et  sic  posset  proterviens  totnm  sensum  ScriptursB  subvertere,  negan- 
do  sensum  literalem  et  fiogendo  sensum  figuratiynm  ad  libitum." — ^De 
Yeritate  Scriptune,  c.  2  (quoted  by  Leckler,  i.  486). 

P.  344,  1.  27. —  Whrde  }ai  eriet  had  to  hiee  apoetlU  tchenne  he  had 
qwichened  lazar, 

"  Cbristus  eciam  in  persona  propria  suscitavit  lazarum  de  septdero, 
et  mandavit  postmodum  suis  apostolis  solvere  ipsum  ab  institis  quibus 
sensibiliter  est  ligatus,  ac  si  Tellet  dicere  in  figura :  dens  est  qui  tollit 
peccata  mundi,  sed  suis  fidelibus  coneedit  postmodum  potestatem  ad 
dimissionem  ilium  populo  declarandum." — Tract  on  Matthew  zxiiL 
c.  2  (MS.  Ashbumham,  If.  706). 

P.  347, 1.  1. — The  words  **  opera  sine  fide"  are  an  addition  either  of 
preacher  or  scribe.  ''  8^  "  is  a  mistake,  the  verse  being  James  ii.  26^ 
g  P.  348,  1.  21. — But  in  \re  maneres  may  menntu  fety  fayle, 

**  Sed  hec  fides  deficit  in  nobis  hodie  tripliciter.  Prime,  scutmn 
fidei  omnino  vel  secundum  plurimum  in  multis  abest,  ut  patet  de 
infidelibus  extra  Christianismum,  et  illi  sunt  omnino  accensi  jaculis 
hostium.  Secundi  vero  licet  habeant  magnam  partem  istius  scati  cam 
habent  multa  foramina  defectus  fidei  .  .  .  Tercii  vero  sunt  hii  qui, 
licet  habeant  scutum  fidei  integrum  tamen  nimis  remissum  vel  tenue." 
—Early  Sermons,  No.  6,  MS.  Lambeth. 

P.  349,  1.  2  from  bottom. — For  fei\  ie  of  thingue  ....  of  good 
\%nge  in  \e  hlie  ofheuen. 

**  Spes  vero  ut  distinguitur  contra  fidem  respicit  bona  speranti 
futura.  Fides  vero  est  de  preteritis,  presentibus,  et  futuris,  tarn  bonis 
quam  mails,  pertinentibus  et  impertinentibus." — Early  Sermons,  IIL 
Lambeth  MS.  (part  i.  No.  25  in  T.C.C.  MS.). 

P.  350, 1.  13. — Neper  we  witen  ne  we  trowe  now  to  he  eavyd. 

''  Proposito  mihi  si  salvabor  nee  concede  nee  nego  nee  dubito,  sed 
spero.'' — Speculum  Militantie  JEeeleeie,  cap.  12  (MS.  Ashbumham, 
If.  113 J).  Wyclif  always  emphatically  denies  the  possibility  of 
assurance.  In  his  tract  '^  De  Blasphemia,"  he  says,''  If  ]k>  pope  asked 
me  whe^er  I  were  ordeyned  to  be  saved,  or  predestinate,  I  wolde  sey 
J^at  I  hoped  so,  but  I  wolde  not  swere  hit,  ne  ferme  hit  wi^utea 
condicioun,  \oi  he  grettly  punyscht  me ;  ne  denye  hit,  ne  doute  hit 
wolde  I  no  wey  "  (S.E.W.  III.  426).     See  introduction,  p.  xxxvi 

P.  357,  1.  10. — But  it  ie  nou)t  or  accident  worse  pan  any  hreed. 

This  is  one  of  Wyclifs  favourite  objections  to  Transubstantiation. 
Th6  substance  of  bread  was  gone,  but  the  accidents  remained  and 
without  substance';  for  the  friars  would  not  allow  that  the  whiteness, 
roundness,  etc.,  of  the  host  were  accidents  of  Christ's  body.  Conse- 
quently the  consecrated  host  was  a  mere  nothing ;  accidents  with  do 
underlying  substance,  and  so  inferior  to  a  straw  which  had  a  substantial 
existence.  So  in  the  tract  on  Matthew  xxiv.  he  says,  ''  Papa  dicitur 
dogmatizare  quod  ilia  hostia  consecrata  nee  est  panis  nee  corpus  Christi, 
sed  unum  incognitum  infinitum  minus  bonum  quam  hostia  non  sacrata" 
(MS.  Ashbumham,  If.  58). 
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p.  362, 1.  15. — pis  state  or  power  w  ^e  viear  of\e  god-heeie, 

"  Secunda  para  mee  militantis  eccleaie  forent  domini  temporales,  qui 
debent  esse  vicarii  deitatis.  Ideo  sepe  memimt  augustinus  quomodo 
rex  est  vicarius  deitatis." — Dialogus,  ohap.  i.  (MS.  Ashbumham,  If.  97). 

P.  363,  1.  12. — pie  state  in  fe  ehireke  is  \e  vioar  of  ]^e  manhede  of 
eriste. 

^'Unde  Angastinas  sepe  asserit  quod  tales  domini  sunt  yicarii 
deitatis,  sicut  sacerdotes  .  .  .  sunt  vicarii  humanitatis  Christi." — De 
Servitute  Civili  et  Dominio  Secular i,  cap.  2  (MS.  Ashburnham,  If.  833). 
Compare  p.  375,  1.  8. 

P.  368,  1.  25. — Sum  of  hem  han  saide  \at  }ai  schuld  gete  owte  of  \e 
seeuler  hondis  alle  the  temporal  lordeschip  \at  hai  may" 

So  in  the  Dialogus,  Wyclif  puts  into  the  mouth  of  Mendacium, 
''  Yidetur  quod  doceri  debet  e  con  verso  quod  clerici  auferant  to  turn 
seculare  dominium  a  brachio  seculari  et  reservent  ex  iutegro  ipsum 
sibi."— (MS.  Ashburnham,  If.  119.) 

P.  374,  1.  14.— pe  holy  doetoure  Odo. 

"  Odo  "  is  quoted  in  the  Apology  for  the  Lollards,  where  Dr.  Todd 
has  identified  a  passage  as  coming  from  the  Flores  Sermonum  of  Odo  de 
Sheritonn,  ''an  English  Cistercian  Monk,  who  flourished  about  the 
year  1184,  and  whose  sermons  were  published  at  Paris  in  1520" 
(Dr.  Todd's  note,  p.  158).  1  should  like  to  And  this  passage,  as  it  is 
an  early  date  for  the  mention  of  the  voice  heard  at  the  time  of  the 
endowment,  but  the  Flores  Sermonum  is  not  in  the  British  Museum. 

P.  374,  1.  15. — pe  hissynes  of  sehipard  and  spiritual  momynge  or 
weylynge  is  slayne. 

In  the  list  of  names  with  meanings  usually  appended  to  the  Yulgate 
we  And  Abel  =  Lnctus.  This  applies  only  to  Abel  as  the  name  of  a 
city,  but  Odo  seems  not  to  have  troubled  himself  with  dtrdi  minor 
distinctions.     In  the  same  list  is  Cain  =:  possessio. 

P.  379,  line  7,  et  seq. — Silvester* s  sin  in  accepting  the  donation  of 
Constantine. 

**  Nam  licet  cesar  ex  sua  stulticia  vellet  privilegium  tale  concedere, 
yiri  tamen  apostolic!  foret  ipsum  renuere.  Ideo  qui  nititur  excusare  in 
hoc  Silvestrum  vel  alium  a  peccato  nititur  accusare  Christum  et  con- 
tempnere  Christ!  legetn.  .  .  .  Supponi  tamen  potest  quod  sanctus 
Silvester  de  isto  crimine  postmodum  penitebat.'' — De  Christo  et  sno 
Adversario  Antichristo  (ed.  £.  Buddensieg,  Gotha,  1880). 

P.  377,  1.  2  from  bottom. — Constantyne  was  helid  of  god  by  grace 
ministred  to  hym  hi  silvestre. 

P.  379, 1.  2. —  Whan  he  was  sow)te  to  passion^  he  hidde  hym  sijlfe. 

The  legend  of  Silvester  tells  us  that  Constantine  was  smitten  with 
leprosy,  and  by  counsel  of  the  senators  and  heathen  pontiff  3000  chil- 
dren were  collected  in  order  that  the  emperor  might  be  cured  by  bathing 
in  their  blood.  Constantine  however  refused  to  sacrifice  so  many  lives 
for  his  own  health.  The  next  night  Peter  and  Paul  appeared  to  him 
and  told  him  to  send  for  Silvester,  who  was  then  hidmg  from  perse- 
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cation  in  Mount  Seraptis  (Soracte).     The  parifying  waters  of  baptism 
healed  the  Emperor  of  hia  leprosy. 

P.  380,  1.  3.— As  Gorram  sat}. 

Nicholas  de  Gorran,  a  Dominican,  was  a  Fellow  of  Merton.  He 
was  confessor  to  Philip  the  Fair,  of  France,  and  died  a.d.  1295. 
His  Commentary  on  the  Acts,  the  Epistles,  and  Apocalypse,  was 
printed  at  Antwerp  (1620)  from  a  MS.  in  Merton  College.  I  have 
looked  into  it,  but  cannot  find  the  passage  here  quoted. 

P.  380,  1.  \5.—8oler. 

The  meaning  generally  given  to  the  word  is  "an  npper  room," 
(see  Halliwell  and  Gloss,  to  W.V.),  and  in  Joshua  ii.  6  Rahab  made 
the  spies  **  stie  up  in  to  the  soler."  The  word  seems,  however,  to 
have  been  used  for  any  living-room.  In  W.V.  it  is  frequently  given 
as  an  alternative  to  souping-room  in  translating  emnaculum,  and  in  the 
account-books  of  King's  Hall  we  find  the  fellows  lodged  ''in  solario 
juxta  gardinum ;  et  in  solario  sub  eis  "  (Hist.  Man.  Com.  First  Report 
p.  84). 

P.  382,  1.  14. — But  whan  we  argue  of  an  creature^  etc. 

**  Cum  ex  fide  capimus  quod  nuUus  sanctorum,  quantacunque 
sanctitate  prepolleat,  est  in  dicto  vel  consuetudine  credendus,  nisi  de 
quanto  illud  consonat  cum  Christo  qui  est  prima  Veritas.  £t  per  con- 
sequens,  habita  a  Christo  vivaciori  evidencia  ad  credendum  contrarium, 
istud  est  ex  ilia  foroiori  evidencia  dimittendum." — Speculum  Militantis 
Ecclesie,  c.  16  (MS.  Ashbumham,  If.  102). 

P.  382,  1.  2S.^Gabriel  sehal  blow  his  home. 

One  of  the  articles  condemned  at  the  Council  of  Constance  as 
Wyclif  8  is — "  Audacter  prognostico  omnibus  istis  sectis  et  suis  com- 
plicibus,  quod  non  defend  unt  fidelibus  quod  sacramcntum  sit  accidens 
sine  subjecto  antequam  Christus  ct  tota  triumphans  ecclesia  venerit 
equitans,  in  finali  judicio  super  flatum  angeli  Gabrielis." — ^Brown's 
Fasciculus,  i.  267. 

P.  382,  last  line. — Chefesaunce. 

Chefesaunce  or  chevisance  seems  to  be  the  payment  made  for  a  loan. 
Usury  was  forbidden  alike  by  ecclesiastical  and  common  law,  but 
capitalists  would  not  lend  without  consideration.  Sir  John  Paston's 
agent  writes  to  him :  ''I  trust  that  I  have  studyed  such  a  mene  that, 
upon  surete  as  ye  may  make,  to  gete  you  an  Cli  or  CC  mark  to  be  lante 
unto  yow  for  an  halfe  yere,  with  oute  any  chevisshaunce  or  losse  of 
good  by  yow.'* — Fasten  Letters  (Gairdner),  ii.  297. 

In  Kot.  Pari.  ii.  173,  some  merchants  accused  of  extortion  pray  for 
inquiry  lest  men  should  be  afraid  to  deal  with  the  King  '  en  chevanchea.' 

Comp.  Chaucer,  Schipmannes  Tale,  329,  and  Piers  the  Plowman 
(B.),  V.  249,  with  Mr.  Skeat's  note. 

P.  385,  1.  4. — Prisonynge  and  hangynge. 

The  exercise  of  crimined  jurisdiction  by  churchmen  was  felt  to  be  a 
scandal,  although  the  advantages  and  dignity  attaching  to  it  made  it 
an  object  of  ambition.    Bishop  Pecock  ingeniously  pleads  that  the 
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steward  or  bailiff  who  held  the  court  was,  for  that  purpose,  the  King's 
officer.  *'  Whatever  man  the  bischop  or  abbot  so  chesith,  the  King 
therwith  and  theryn  committith  his  power  to  the  same  person  so  chosun, 
and  he  ou^te  not  but  in  an  vnpropre  manor  of  speche  be  clepid  (name- 
lich  in  maters  of  deeth)  to  be  stiward  of  the  bischop  or  of  the  abbot, 
but  of  the  King." — ^Pecock's  Repressor,  p.  369. 

P.  387,  1.  16. — per  sehulde  he  on  no  wyse  a  nedy  man  and  a  heggere 
amonge  hem, 

"  Et  omnino  indigens  et  mendicus  non  erit  inter  yos." — ^Vulgate. 

P.  389,  1.  22. — per/ore  }er  may  noon  o}e,  etc. 

*^  Carte,  inquiunt,  concesse  de  perpetaa  elemosyna  sunt  implenda. 
Sed  idem  est  procuratorem  diaboli  sic  arguere  ac  si  intenderit,  si  quis 
jarayerit  se  occidere  firatrem  suum  yel  aliquod  f acinus  pro  parte  diaboli 
contra  dominum  perpetrare,  ex  fide  suo  de  seryando  juramentum 
tenetur  illud  facinus  adimplere.  Et  sic  racione  diaboli  tenetar  manere 
perpetuo  in  suo  crimine  contra  Christum." — ^De  Contrarietate  duorum 
Dominoruro,  cap.  4  (MS.  Ashbumham,  If.  44^). 

P.  393,  1.  25. — No  man  herynge  hie  kny^thode  to  god, 

"  l^emo  militans  Deo." — ^Vulgate. 

P.  395,  1.  4. — Saynie  gregori  wrote  to  \e  defeneoure  ofrome. 

* '  Qregorius  Bomano  defensore  nostro  Sicilise .  Perlatum  ad  nos  est  reye- 
rendissimum  fratrem  nostrum  Basilium  episcopum  (of  Capua)  yelut 
unum  de  laicis  in  causis  ssBCularibus  occupari  et  preetoriis  deseryire. 
[Another  reading  is  ^  velut  unum  de  ultimis  in  causis  occupari  et  prs- 
toriis  inutiliter  deseryire.']  Quse  res  quoniam  et  ipsum  yilem  reddit,  et 
reyerentiam  sacerdotalem  annihilat  statim  ut  experientia  tua  hoc  pre- 
ceptum  susceperit,  eum  ita  ad  reyertendum  distriota  exsecutione  com- 
pellat,  quatenus  ei  iUic  te  insistente  quinque  diebus  sub  qualibet 
excasatione  immorari  non  liceat  ne,  si  quolibet  modo  eum  ibidem 
moram  habere  permiseris,  cum  ipso  apud  nos  graviter  incipias  esse 
culpabilis." — Letter,  book  x.  10. 

P.  399,  1.  13. — ^Parysiensis,  probably  Peter,  "  Cantor  Parisiensis," 
whose  Verbum  Abbreviatum  is  quoted  in  the  Apology  for  the  Lollards, 
ed.  by  Dr.  Todd  for  the  Camden  Society,  p.  53.  See  Dr.  Todd's 
note,  p.  154. 

P.  417,  1.  7  from  bottom. — Sixe  maner  of  eonsentis. 

<*  CoiLBentit  operanB,  defendens,  consilium  dans, 
Ac  auctoriBaiiB,  non  iuvana  nee  reprehendens." 

Quoted  by  Lechler  in  a  note  to  the  De  Officio  Pastorali,  p.  15. 

P.  428,  1.  4. — Preitis  wiyoute  degre  ofeeole  may  projlte,  etc. 

Nam  inspiracio  saoerdotura  simplicium  tarn  in  noticia  quam  in 
operacione  yoluntaria  plus  proderit  capacitati  fidelinm  laicorum  quam 
omnes  dicte  uniyersitatefl  cum  studiis  suis  adjacentibus.  Speculum 
Militantis  Ecclesie,  c.  26  (MS.  Ashbumham,  1123). 

P.  428, 1. 8. — God  wole  euffere  noon  yuel  he  don  hui  }[fgood  eome  }erof. 

**  Dicont  enim  fideles  theologi  quod  deu6  bonus  non  potest  aliquid 
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malam  sinere,   nisi  ipsum  faciat  mnltum  bonam." — ^Exposition   of 
Matt,  zxiii.  cap.  5  (MS.  Ashburnham,  If.  74). 

P.  428,  line  5  from  bottom. — In  making  of  'j^es  mayatru  ten  pore 
mennus  godU  ofte  toasted. 

For  the  cost  of  taking  a  Master's  degree,  see  Mr.  Anstey's  preface  to 
Mnnimenta  Academica,  p.  xc,  where  the  variotis  expenses  are 
enumerated.  Among  other  things  the  new  master  was  bound  to  feast 
all  the  Eegents,  or  pay  a  fine  of  20  marks.  It  is  true  that  this  was 
legally  binding  only  on  those  who  possessed  a  certain  income,  but  it 
was  often  difficult  for  men  to  plead  poverty.  Attempts  were  made  to 
restrain  extrayagance  by  statute,  but  probably  with  little  effect. 
Wyclif  speaks  elsewhere  of  ^'sumptuosas  spoliaciones  pauperum  ad 
incepciones  ac  graduaciones  "  (Ashburnham,  If.  75i). 

P.  429,  1.  5. — Nou\t  groundih  hem  hU  nygromaneye. 

This  charge  of  necromancy  is  not  to  be  taken  too  literally.  In  the 
tract  de  Contrarietate  duorum  Dominorum  Wyclif  brings  the  same 
accusation,  but  he  explains  the  sense  of  it  so  carefully  that  it  is  clear 
that  he  is  only  indulging  himself  in  the  use  of  another  hard  name  for 
his  opponents.  '*  Extendendo,"  he  says,  ^'nomen  nigromancie,  potest 
quelibet  ars  falsa  vel  non  fundata  in  lege  domini  ars  nigromantica  bene 
dici.  Et  sio  pseudo  predicantes  Tel  practizantes  in  lege  papali,  vel 
alia  lege  hominum  in  lege  domini  non  fundata,  possunt  nigromantici 
vere  dici,  quia  omnes  illi  discunt  et  practizant  legem  mortuam  ex 
instinctu  diaboli "  (MS.  Ashburnham,  If.  43^). 

-p.  429,  1.  y.-^-pe  wit  of  goddie  lawe  ehulde  be  tau^t  in  ^at  tunge  ^ai 
is  more  knowun, 

^*  Lingua  enim,  sive  hebrea,  sive  greca,  sive  latina,  sive  anglica,  est 
quasi  habitus  legis  domini.  Et  per  quemcunque  talem  habitum  ejus 
sentencia  magis  vere  cognoscitur  a  fideli,  ipse  est  codex  plus  raoionabiliter 
acceptandus.'' — De  Contrarietate  duorum  Dominorum,  cap.  2  (MS. 
Ashburnham,  If.  44). 

P.  429, 1.  27, — Lordis  of  englond  han  \e  bible  infreynseh. 

There  is  a  curious  confirmation  of  this  statement  in  M.  Paulin  Paris's 
**  Catalogue  of  the  MSS.  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris."  The  oldest 
complete  French  Bible  in  the  Library  is  a  fine  MS.  of  the  fourteenth 
century,  which  belonged  in  the  fifteenth  century  to  Louis  de  Bruges^ 
seigneur  de  la  Gruthuyse  (No.  6701).  Of  this  book  M.  Paris  says, 
"  L'ecriture  et  le  dialecte  du  numero  dont  nous  nous  occupons  semblent 
indiquer  qu*il  fut  execute  en  Angleterre."  It  is  possible  that  Wyclif 
may  have  seen  this  very  volume  in  the  hands  of  one  of  his  many 
Mends  at  the  Court.  We  must  not  omit  to  notice  that  a  revised  tranala- 
tion  was  undertaken  by  a  contemporary  of  Wyclif,  Raoul  de  Preales 
(d.  1383).  He  does  not  seem  to  have  got  beyond  the  Psalms,  The 
JiS.  in  the  National  Library  containing  this  is  numbered  6818'. 

P.  429,  line  3  from  bottom. — As  men  seyen  in  ^e  pUy  ofynrk. 

Among  the  returns  from  Gilds  made  in  1389  is  one  from  the  Gild  of 
the  Lord's  Prayer  at  York,  from  which  we  learn  that  "  once  on  a  time 
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a  play,  setting  forth  the  goodness  of  the  Lord's  Prayer,  was  played 
in  the  city  of  York,  in  which  play  all  manner  of  vices  and  sins 
were  held  up  to  scorn  and  the  virtues  were  held  up  to  praise. 
This  play  met  with  so  much  favour  that  many  said,  *  Would  that 
this  play  could  he  kept  up  in  this  city,  for  the  health  of  souls 
and  for  the  comfort  of  the  citizens  and  neighbours/  ^'  In  conse- 
quence a  gild  was  formed,  with  the  main  object  of  keeping  up  the 
play,  but  combining  with  this  some  forms  of  mutual  aid  common  in 
such  societies.  For  the  greater  honour  of  the  Lord's  Prayer  the  Gild 
maintained  a  candle  bearer  of  seven  lights  (in  token  of  the  seven 
supplications  in  the  prayer),  which  was  hung  in  the  Minster,  and 
lighted  on  Sundays  and  feast-days.  **  Also  they  are  bound  to  make, 
and  as  often  as  need  be  to  renew,  a  table  shewing  the  whole  meaning 
and  use  of  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  to  keep  this  hanging  against  a 
pillar  in  the  said  Cathedral  church  near  to  the  aforesaid  candle  bearer." 
This  play  must  be  distinguished  from  the  great  play  acted  by  the 
Corpus  Christi  Gild  at  York,  representing  the  life  and  passion  of 
Christ,  of  which  a  copy  still  remains  in  the  possession  of  the  Earl  of 
Ashburnham.  This  gild  also  represented  every  ten  years  a  Creed-play, 
bequeathed  to  them  by  William  Kevetor,  a  chantry  priest  of  the  chapel 
of  St.  William  in  Ousebridge.  These  plays  were  probably  later,  as  the 
Corpus  Christi  gild  was  founded  in  1408.  The  people  of  York  kept 
their  love  for  the  plays  after  the  Reformation.  In  1568  there  was 
talk  of  acting  the  Creed-play,  but  it  came  to  nothing.  Again  in  April, 
1572,  the  Council  agreed,  ''  ray  lord  mayor  shall  send  for  the  maistir 
of  St.  Anthony's,  and  he  to  bring  with  him  the  book  of  the  play  called 
the  Pater  Noster  play."  Whether  the  master  brought  it,  and  what 
was  done  with  it,  I  do  not  know.  It  was  something  to  have  kept  the 
popular  favour  for  at  least  two  centuries. — See  Sngluh  Oilds  (E.E.T.S. 
Ko.  40),  p.  137  ;  and  York  Records  of  the  Fifteenth  Century,  edited  by 
B.  Davies  (London,  1843),  pp.  257,  267,  etc. 

P.  431, 1.  7. — Sped  fie  not  \e8  nyne  ordris,  as  potd  doi\  in  his  hokis. 

The  nine  orders  of  angels,  as  arranged  by  Dionysius  in  an  ascending 
scale,  are  Angels,  Archangels,  Princedoms,  Powers,  Virtues,  Domina- 
tions, Thrones,  Cherubim  and  Seraphim.  Of  these,  Colossians  i.  16 
supplies  thrones,  dominations,  princedoms,  powers ;  and  Hom.  viii.  13 
angels  and  virtues  (our  A.V.  has  "  powers  "  also  here)  ;  1  Thess,  iv.  16 
adds  **  archangel,"  but  Cherubim  and  Seraphim  are,  I  believe,  not  to 
be  found  in  St.  Paul's  writings,  or  indeed  in  the  Kew  Testament. 

P.  431,  1.  8. — Comyn  }ingisj  i.e.  Universals.  Wyclif,  as  a  realist, 
held  these  to  have  actual  being. 

P.  434,  1.  11,  &c. — It  may  be  worth  while  to  give  the  corresponding 
passage  in  the  Latin  tract :  *'  Et  istud  foret  frenum  rectoribus,  ne 
lasciviant  in  esculentis  vel  quibuscunque  concernentibus  personam 
propriam  deminutis  elemosinis  subditorum,  ut  est  de  lecstemiis, 
dorsariis,  aulicis  bancariis,  pulvinaribus,  et  sumptnosis  domorum  ceteris 
omamentis.     Et  idem  indicium  de  vestibus  ac  surreamm  [I  fancy 
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there  is  a  misprint  here  for  *furrearum*]  splendencia." — cap.  xti. 
p.  26. 

P.  437, 1.  7. — pat  }^€y  shuUen  he  moost  dere,"  ete. 

*'  Non  vosmet  ipsos  defendentes,  charissimi.*' — ^Vulgate. 

P.  438,  1.  22. — God  axi^  not  dyuysioum  n$  rymes  ofhym  \at  shulde 
preche. 

This  is  not  the  only  place  in  which  Wydif  speaks  of  the  friars  as 
preaching  verses.  In  the  tract  on  Matthew  xxiii.  he  says  :  "  Fratres 
predicant  verba  fictaet  poemata  ripinisata." — ^Ashbumham,  If.  75.  I  do 
not  know  what  is  meant  by  '  ripinisata.'  Can  it  be  '  rabbinized,' 
broken  up  under  different  heads  after  the  fashion  of  the  rabbinical 
commentators  ?  If  so,  it  would  answer  to  the  *  dyuysioons '  in  the  text. 

P.  442,  1.  7. — Phi/8%c  or  alkenwnye. 

Alchemy  was  already  in  the  fourteenth  century  discredited  as  being 
usually  practised  by  cheats  (see  Ghanounes  Yemannes  Tale,  and  Piers 
Plowman's 

"  Exporimentz  of  alkenamye  J>e  poeple  to  deceyue." — B.  x.  212); 

but  here  it  seems  to  be  used  in  the  innocent  sense  of  chemistry.  The 
chief  students  of  the  physical  sciences  were  among  the  Mars,  whose 
credit  as  physicians  we  have  seen  noticed  (pp.  10,  224). 

P.  442,  1.  6  from  bottom. —  We  hen  not  holours  of  goddii  word, 
<<j^on  enim  sumus  sicut  plurimi,  adulterantes  verbum  Dei,"  &c. — 
Vulgate. 
P.  443, 1.  3. — \)e%  wohn  gedere  comynly  godis  aftir  }at  ]^ei  hanpreehid. 
So  in  Exposition  of  Matdiew  xxiii.  Wyclif  says :  '^  Et  stulto  stulcior 
potest  ex  usitata  fratrum  predicacione  statim  cognoscere  quod  gracia 
lucri  coUigendi  a  populo  statim  post  sermonem  finaliter  predicamnt " 
(MS.  Ashburnham,  If.  75). 

P.  444,  1.  20.—^  wickid  hayward, 

A  hayward  was  properly  a  man  set  to  look  after  the  inclosures  or 
cultivated  ground,  and  prevent  cattle  straying  upon  it  from  the  common 
land.  His  business  was  also  to  prevent  trespass.  Such  an  officer,  the 
Feldschiitz  or  garde  champetre,  still  encounters  trespassers  on  the 
Continent,  where,  as  in  the  England  of  the  14th  century,  the  fields  are 
not  hedged  off.  At  a  time  when  roads  were  mostly  mere  tracks,  it  is 
easy  to  understand  that  a  man  so  employed  might  abuse  his  powers 
and  stop  travellers  even  where  they  had  a  right  of  way ;  and  this  seema 
to  be  the  drift  of  the  text.  Twice  elsewhere  Wyclif  calls  prelates 
haywards  (S.E.W.  i.  104;  iii.  436),  but  in  both  cases  the  word  is 
used  in  its  secondary  sense  of  overseer.  Compare  Mr.  Skeat's  Notes 
to  Piers  the  Plowman  (pp.  87,  273).  The  duties  of  the  hayward  as  a 
village  officer  seem  to  have  been  various.  In  Paston  Letters  (i.  217, 
Gairdner)  we  find  the  haywards  making  a  distress  and  taking  a  plough 
and  two  horses. 

P.  445,  1.  5  from  bottom. — pet  deprawn  (curatei)  to  }er  parueh^ns. 
See  Erasmus'   Colloquy,  irrfox^aTrXx^vaioif  where    two  friars   aak 
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shelter  at  the  house  of  the  parish  priest  and  are  harshly  refused.  He 
gives  a  reason  which  refleots  no  great  credit  on  him  :  ''  Quia  si  con- 
spiceretis  in  sedibus  meis  gallinam  aliquam  [it  is  hardly  necessary  to 
remark  that  gallifM  here  is  equivalent  to  focaria.  The  '  chicks'  need 
even  less  explanation]  ant  pullos  gallinaceos,  eras  in  concione 
traducerer  apud  populum.  Hanc  soletis  referre  gratiam  communicati 
hospitii.'*  And  uU  the  friars  can  say  is :  ''Non  omnes  sumua  istiua- 
modi." 

P.  447,  1.  23.— 5AmWwi  leme  }e  law$  ofporfirie. 

So  in  Trialogus,  lib.  ii.  c.  1  :  *'  £o  quod  juzla  Forphirium  partici- 
patione  speciei  puree  homines  sunt  unus  homo." 

P.  449,  1.  6. — ji/pertoum  hodden  no  glebe,^^  etc, 

''  Si  autem  curatus  recipit  fruotum  istius  glebe,  respuendo  domina- 
cionem  mandanam  in  animo,  fidelis  ministracio  potest  ipsum  quoad 
deum  et  homines  ezcusare.  Hoc  tamen  yidetur  quod  fidelis  curatus 
cum  opportunitatem  habuerit  debet  renunciare  isti  dominio  seculari." — 
Speculum  Militantis  Ecolesie  (MS.  Ashhumham,  If.  1203). 

P.  449,  1.  27.— -4*  f  <ft  wyn,  $te. 

"  Sicut  euim  piscis  sine  aqua  vita  caret,  ita  sine  monasterio  monachus, 
lit  dicit  Eugenius  Papa,  15.  q.  1.  Placuit." — Sermon  of  William  of 
St.  Amour  (Fasc.  Rer.  Exp.  ii.  43). 

So  in  Piers  the  Plowman — 

"  Whenne  fisscbes  fallen  ^e  flode  or  be  fTescbe  water, 
pel  deyen  for  dronthe  wbanne  \ei.  arie  ligge ; 
Ri}t  so,  quod  Gre^orie,  religioan  roileth 
Sterveth  and  st^-nKeth  and  steleth  lords  almesses, 
That  oat  of  ooaent  and  cloystre  coveyten  to  libbe." 

^B.  X.  295. 

See  Mr.  Skeat's  note  on  the  passage,  p.  93. 

P.  461,  1.  26. — Ood'B  lavs  shown  in  the  Great  Schism. 

"  Dei  justicia,  non  sinens  amplius  sine  dirupcione  ecclesiam  malig- 
nancium  ita  stare,  facit  ipsam  aacefolam,  ejus  caput  in  duas  partes 
debQes  dividendo."— Sermons,  Part  IV.  Ser.  20  (MS.  T.C.C.  309i). 
Compare  the  tract  Be  Pontifioum  ftomanorum  Schismate,  S.E.W.  iii. 
242  et  seq.,  especially  p.  247. 

P.  462, 1.  12. — MM^  lordis  to  hyssehis  feet  where  crist  waysehide  his 
postlisfeet, 

''Yalde  diTersnm  est  a  papa  petere  pedum  oscula  heatorum,  ct 
ipsum  papam  lintheo  se  precingere  et  lavare  humiliter,  ut  Christiis 
fecit,  pedes  per  ordinem  subditorum." — Sermons,  IV.  8  (MS.  T.C.C, 
434i). 

P.  462, 1.  16. —  Where  erist  wente  on  his  feet  ...}ei  seyen  }ispope  wole 
he  elosid  in  a  eastel,  ete, 

*'  Christus  circumivit  patrias  pedestre,  oppressis  benefaciens  atque 
sanans.  Papa  residet  tauquam  alter  cosdroe  in  sumptuoso  palacio  ex 
spoliacio  pauperum  fabricate  et  malefacit  pauperibus." — Exposition  of 
Matthew  xxiy.  c.  3  (MS.  Ashburnham,  If.  57^^ 
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''  Quomodo  ergo  antichriBtus  sic  extollitur  super  Christum  quod  reddens 
iu  palacio  tanquHm  immobilis  sufficit  spiritualiter  visitare  totam  terram 
habitabilem,  mittendo  dominatire  per  modum  citacionis  cesarie  post 
quemcunque  sibi  contrarium  quern  voluerit  irapugnare ;  revera  ista  non 
est  regulacio  Christi  cum  ipse  incessit  humiliter  de  loco  iu  locum  per 
civitates  et  castella  predicans  pediteutim." — De  Ordine  Ckristiano,  c.  4 
(MS.  Ashburnham,  If.  23b). 

There  is  a  rather  similar  passage  in  a  tract  just  published  by  Dr. 
Buddensieg,  De  Christo  et  suo  Adversario  Antichristo,  c.  xii. 

P.  468,  1.  3  from  bottom. — Tellen  more  hi  a  eronycU  of  foly  of  an 
♦  emperour. 

This  refers,  of  course,  to  the  story  of  the  donation  of  Constantine. 

P.  469,  1.  10. — Myraclis  maad  of  deed  meity  etc, 

'^  Et  secundum  apostolum,  1  Cor.  3° :  Si  viator  habuerit  omnem 
fidem,  ita  ut  montes  transferat,  caritatem  autem  non  habuerit,  nichil 
est.  Multo  magis  ergo  sign  a  ostensa  a  deo  sive  diabolo  in  presencia 
corporis  mortui  non  indicant  quod  sit  sanctum.  Ideo  una  de  precipuis 
oautelis  diaboli  per  quam  seducit  viantes  est  decepcio  in  hiis  signis." 
— Speculum  Militantis  Ecclesie,  cap.  16  (MS.  Ashburnham,  If. 
105  J). 

P.  469,  last  line. —  God  mut  nedis  he  eheef  lordj  etc. 

"  Si  secundum  legem  humanam  non  valet  donacionisi  habita  licencia 
domini  capitulis,  patenter  convincitur  quod  non  yalet  aliqua  talis 
donacio  nisi  prehabita  dei  licencia,  qui  est  dominus  dominorum." — ^De 
Contrarietate  duorum  Dominorum  (MS.  Ashburnham,  If.  45). 

P.  471, 1. 1. — For  J7W  name  is  newefoundun,  and  it  hitokenth  wundirfui. 

The  only  suggestion  I  can  make  as  to  this  ^' wonderAil''  interpreta- 
tion is  that  Wyclif  connected  Papa  with  iraTral, 

P.  475  1.  2. — Anticriet  my^te  not  for  shame  eanonyse  ^is  emperour. 

Constantine  was  canonized  by  the  Greeks,  and  his  feast  is  on 
May  11,  as  mentioned  by  Kigden  in  the  Polychronioon  (Lumby,  vol.  v, 
p.  142).  He  has  never  been  formally  canonized  in  the  Western 
Church,  but  his  name  is  inserted  in  the  Acta  Sanctorum,  under  May  2  let, 
where  we  are  told  that  in  Britain  several  churches  and  altars  were  formerly 
dedicated  to  him.  It  is  possible  that  there  may  be  here  some  confusion 
between  the  Emperor  Constantine  and  two  kings  of  Scotland  of  that 
name  who  were  canonized.  The  speech  of  Constantine  to  the  Nioene 
Council  referred  to  in  line  15  is  reported  by  Higden  in  the  same 
place. 

P.  475, 1.  5. — 0  cause  why  he  dide  }us  toas  to  hye  his  ouneprestis. 

''  Sed  captato  tempore  seduccionis  populi»  diabolus  movebat  cesarem 
quod,  sicut  ipse  excellebat  alios  seoulares  dominos,  sio  sacerdos  suus, 
quem  vocat  romanum  pontificem,  debet  excellere  quoslibet  alios 
saoerdotes.'' — Speculum  Militantis  Eccksie^  o.  94  (MS.  Ashburnham, 
If.  1155). 

P.  476,  1.  3. — A  ooorde  is  a  good  }iny,  etc. 

''Nam  chorda  est  creatura  bona  Dei,  sicut  et  coUum  hominis,  et 
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tamen  modus  habendi  illam  circa  oollam  hominis  Btrangulati  est  satis 
odibilis."— Trial,  lib.  iv.  c.  17,  p.  306. 

P.  477, 1. 17. —  Our  hilem  teehi^  vs  \at  a  man  dot}  no  lenders  merit,  etc, 

'*  Yidetur  autem  mihi  quod  secarissimum  foret  hominem  pro  tem- 
pore quo  yiat  juste  vivere,  et  non  in  suffragio  ezecutorum  vel  aliorum 
oratorum  pro  suis  temporalibus  nimis  confidere.*' — Sermons,  IV.  2 
(MS.  T.C.C.  If.  292d). 

P.  482,  1.  7. — ]if  }$  pope,  for  bidding  of  a  hyng,  graunti\  so  large 
tndulgenstSf  etc. 

So  in  the  De  Sermone  Domini  in  Monte  (chap.  12),  ^'Dicitur 
quendam  papam  fecisse  oracionem  quamdam  et  concessisse  ad  instanciam 
regis  francie  duo  milia  annorum,  quociensounque  habilis  ipsam  dizerit 
inter  consecracionem  et  agnus  dei." — (MS.  T.C.C.  If.  357 J).  Compare 
also  S.E.W.  i.  354.  Dr.  Todd,  in  a  note  to  the  Lollards*  Apology 
(p.  122),  has  shown  that  this  refers  to  a  bull  of  Boniface  YIII.  He 
quotes  the  prayer  from  a  copy  of  **  Hours  of  the  Virgin,"  in  which  it 
occurs  with  this  rubric :  **  Our  holy  father  the  pope  Bonifacius  sextus 
hath  graunted  to  all  them  that  say  deuoutly  this  prayer  folowynge 
betwene  the  eleuacyon  of  our  lorde  et  the  iij  Agnus  dei  z.  thousande 
years  of  pardon."  A  similar  rubric  from  another  edition  says  2000 
years.  An  allusion  to  this  prayer  and  indulgence  is  to  be  found  also 
on  p.  82. 
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Abac,  behind  (put  abac=re- 
pressed),  38,  145,  332. 

Abbots,  ride  about  with  great 
retinue,  60. 

Abel,  meaning  of  the  name,  374, 
627. 

Abel,  burnt  his  tithes,  431. 

Abide,  persevere  in,  71. 

Abite,  habit,  dress,  3. 

Able,  fit,  11 ;  able  of  witt,  cle- 
ver, 176. 

Abljnden,  blind,  382. 

Abreggid,  abridged,  4 1 ;  abregynge, 
lessening,  364. 

Absentees,  tithes  should  be  with- 
drawn from,  436. 

Absolution,  is  not  in  the  priest's 
power,  six,  106,  333,  481 ; 
made  a  privilege  of  the  rich, 
13,  334,  464,  525;  different 
forms  of,  382,  625. 

Abstinence,  pretended,  of  friars, 
13,  316,  624. 

Abusioun,  abuse,  454. 

Accepcion,  acceptance,  227. 

Accident,  used  in  scholastic  sense, 
352,  357,  465. 


Accountid,    taken  into    account, 

133. 
Active  life,  190,  514. 
Adam,  15,  49,  392,  428. 
Adjective,  plural  form  of,  11,  40, 

492. 
A-doun,  down,  10. 
Adulterers,  protected  by  ecclesias* 

tical  authorities,  213,  249,  517. 

See  Sin-rents. 
Aferd,  afraid,  59;  afferd,  71. 
Agast,  afraid,  20. 
Aggregen,  aggravate,  167;  agre- 

giden,  prei,  378. 
Agnus  dei,  169,  512. 
A^en,  back,  in  return,  23,  146. 
Ajens,   against,   2;  a^eyns,    12; 

ajenus,  408. 
A  ^enseie, contradict,  86 ;  forbid,  43. 
A^enseiynge,  contradiction,  228. 
A^enstonde,  resist,  21. 
Ajenward,  in  return,  146,  260; 

on  the  contrary,  463. 
D'Ailly,  Peter,  611. 
Ayse,  ease,  150. 
Alamysse,   all  amiss  (a  pun  on 

almcsse),  389. 
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Alargen,   enlarge,   341 ;    alargid, 

pari.  445. 
Ale,  all,  46. 
Aleggen,    allege,    266;     aleggid, 

part  344 ;  aleid,  70. 
Algatis,  always,  anjbow^  64. 
Aljif,  although,  even  if,  293. 
Alhool,  entirely,  172. 
Alyenen,  alienate,  inf.  284;  alien, 

pres,  ind.  50. 
Aliens,   benefices    purchased   by, 

144. 
Alkemonye,   alchemy,  chemistry, 

442,  532. 
AUe  hawen,  All  Saints*  Day  (!N"ov. 

1),  41. 
Almesse,  alms,  102. 
Alms,  definition  of,  385 ;  pun  on, 

388 ;  must  be  voluntary,  420 ; 

discretion    needed    in     giving, 

423 ;  enforced  by  process,  16. 
Alms,   perpetual,    12,   384,    385, 

388,  392,  476. 
Alonde,  on  earth  (comen  alonde, 

come  to  exist),  366. 
Aloonely,  only,  289. 
Als,  as,  22 ;  alse,  38. 
Altar,  sacrament  of  the,  19,  152, 

357. 
Altars,  fees  for  consecrating,  69, 

214,  233,  277. 
Alfere,    of   all   (aljere   maystir, 

master  of  all),  293  ;  altherhi^est 

supreme,  159. 
Alwytti,  omniscient,  21,  71. 
Ambrose,  St.,  105,  125,  269,  339. 
Amersy,  amerce,  fine,  417. 
Amoneste,  admonish,  41 ;  amonest- 

ynge,  47. 
Amorteised,  put  into  mortmain, 

117;  amorteisynge,  117;  amor- 

tasynge,  278 ;  amortesynge,  385. 
Amortisement,    destroys    knight- 
hood, 117,  368. 
Amortisement,   in    fraud  of    the 

statutes,  278,  521. 
Anemtis,  about,  with  regard  to,  24. 


Angels,  nine  orders  of,  431,  531. 
Anyneris,  stewards,  13,  493. 
Ankeris,  anchorites,  304. 
Anneys,  Agnes,  205. 
Annueleris    (or   annual    priests), 

priests    hired     to    say    annual 

masses,  103,  and  note,  505. 
Anoy,  annoyance,  243. 
Anselm,  125,  268. 
Antecristis  martins,  123. 
Antichrist,  signs  of,  19,  494. 
Antichrist  (the  Pope)  claims  uni- 
versal dominion,  477. 
Antifeners,   books    of  antiphons, 

194,  515. 
Antinomian  arguments  rebutted, 

HI,  351. 
Apaied,    satisfied,    173;    apeied, 

46 ;  a-payde,  388. 
Ape  resouns,  96,  412. 
Apeyrynge,  injuring,  388. 
Apere,  appear,  36. 
Apert,  open,  91 ;  apertly,  openly, 

119. 
A-place,  in  place ;  cam  a  places 

came  to  exist,  373.      Campar$ 

Alonde. 
Aplis,  apples;  used  as  bribes  to 

lure  children  to  orders,  68. 
Apostaile,   see    of,   apostolic    see 

(Rome),  44. 
Apostata,  apostate,  127,  225,  306. 
Apostilhede,  apostolate,  383. 
Appelis,   apel;   appealsi   used  to 

hinder  justice,  184. 
Appelis,  apples,  12 ;  appul,  461 ; 

aplis,  68 ;  used  to  entice  children 

into  orders,  12,  68, 
Appropriation,   of  churches^    97, 

116,  190,  223,  236,  419,  427, 

518. 
Apropren,  appropriate,  42;  appro- 

pren,  125 ;  aproprid,  part.  285  ; 

approprynge,  97. 
Aquitauncis,  quittances,  277. 
Aray,   array,   state,   88 ;    araies, 

trappings,  61. 
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Archdeacons,     their     extortions, 

417,  435,  456. 
Archdekenes,  248  ;  archidekenes, 

417;  erchedekenes,  435. 
Archery,  wins  favour  for  priests,  65. 
Architects,    priests  act  as,    213, 

246,  520. 
Aristole,  6  ;  aristotle,  426. 
Armures,  pieces  of  armour,  347. 
Arraiynge,    ordering,    arranging, 

213. 
Arraiouris,  setters  in  array,  com- 
manders, 100. 
Arrian,  Arius,  68. 
Aseet,   satisfaction,    340;  aseej^e, 

339. 
Aspied,  ohseryed,  136  ;  aspiynge, 

151. 
Assaie,  try,  96 ;  asaye,  463. 
Assis,    (myln^ton    of)   62.     See 

note,  499. 
Assises,  an  occasion  of  oppression, 

234,  278. 
Assoile,  ahsolye,  7 ;    assoilid,  part. 

74;  asoyling,  328;  assoilyngis, 

66. 
Assurance  of  salvation  impossihle, 

xxxvi,  350,  526. 
Astaat,  estate,   condition  in  life, 

230. 
Astonye^,confounds,  frighten8,4 1 7. 
Astronomy,  taught  by  friars,  225. 
Atier,  attire,  315;  atir,  206. 
At  perti,  apart,  privily,  213, 
Auaunte,  v.  boast,  433. 
Auctorite,  authority,  71. 
Anentyng,  moving  about  in  the 

open  air,  319. 
Auer,  possessions,  119. 
Auerous,  avaricious,  412. 
Augustine,  xxxviii.     See  Austyn. 
Auynoun,  Avignon,  405,  457. 
Aumeneris,  almoners,  242. 
Auncetreris,  ancestors,  389. 
Auoutrer,  adulterer,  49;  awoutrer, 

adultress,  328. 
Auoutrie,  adultery,  6. 


Avow,  vow,  7. 

Austernete,  austerity,  471. 

Austyn  (St.),  7,  8,  38,  51,  58, 
76,  104,  118,  172,  191,  258, 
270,  272,  274,  281,  342,  362, 
363,  375,  376,  384,  389,  426, 
441,  473. 

Auter,  altar,  19. 

Auterage,  altar  dues,  149. 

Autor,  author,  267. 

Awey,  used  without  verb  for  go 
away;  be  got  rid  of,  124. 

Axe,  ask,  14, 

Babwynrie,     apishness     (baboui- 

nerie),   hence   trick,   deceit  or 

cozenage,  8. 
Bac,  back,  434. 
Bayli,  bailiff,  129. 
BayteJ,  irritates,  437. 
Balam,  Balaam,  378. 
Balyes,  bellies,  315. 
Ball,  John,  xxvi».,  226. 
Bancurs,   tapestries   or  cloths  to 

cover  Benches,  434.     See  Du- 

cange,  s.v,  Bancale. 
Baner,  beren  )^e,  are  the  foremost, 

130. 
Bangor,  Bishop  of,  ix. 
Baptist,  297,  321. 
Bareyne,  barren,  171. 
Basile,  395. 
Batailis,  armies,  100. 
Becase,  by  chance,  337. 
Bede,  57,  105;  seynt  bade,  118, 

506. 
Bedele,  herald,  crier,  58,  189, 
Bedynge,  167.     Su  note. 
Bedrede,   bedridden,   7 ;  bedered, 

186;  beddrede,  211. 
Beds  censed,  325. 
Bedun,  bidden,  410. 
Beelzebub,  312 ;  belsebub,  456. 
Beerd,  in  here=to  their  face,  297. 
Beerded  sterre,  comet,  308. 
Beestliche,  sensual^  304  {antmalis, 

Yulg). 
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Begging,  forbidden  by  Christ,  352. 
Beheyjty  promised,  331. 
Belialis  carte,  260. 
Benebred,   bread  made  of  beans 

for  the  use  of  horses,  61,  499. 
Benefactorum,  a  prayer,  134,  509. 
Benefices,  kindnesses,  favours,  167. 
Benet  (St.   Benedict),   51,    120, 

301. 
Beren  heuy,  are  aggrieved,  296. 
Beren  on,  put  upon,  accuse,  11. 
Beren  on  honde,  pretend,  214. 
Beriynge,  burying,  9. 
Bernard,  St.,  xlvi.  61,  61,  104, 

125,  132,  149,   167,  301,  383, 

398,  504. 
Berton,   William,   Chancellor    of 

Oxford,  XXV,  xxvi. 
Besi,  busy,  8. 
Beste,  beast,  58. 
Besumms,  brooms,  468. 
Bete  stretis,  lounge  about,   152, 

166,  511. 
Beten  marketis,  lounge  or  hang 

about  at  markets,  172,  511. 
Betynge  of  pauement,  lounging, 

168. 
Bi,  be,  101. 
Bible,  should  be  studied,  145, 194, 

235 ;  should  be  taken  literally, 

266,  343;  should  be  translated 

into  English,  159,  429,  530. 
Bible,   has  been  translated    into 

French,  429,  530. 
Bicliptide,  embraced,  462. 
Bie,  buy,  13;  biere,  buyer,  233. 
Bifom,  before,  22. 
Biggen,  buy,  58 ;  byje,  334. 
Biheste,  promise,  11  ;    command, 

163. 
Bihete,  v.  promise,  455 ;  biheti]?, 

40 ;   byhotej,   368  ;  per/,    be- 

he^ten,    16  ;    bihi^t,    41  ;    bi- 

hetynges,  20. 
Bikenes,  outward  signs  or  gest- 
ures (?).  471. 
Bileue,  belief,  19. 


Bileue,  p.  used  with  prrp.   'to,' 

"bileue  to  him,"  158. 
Birie,  bury,  212. 
Bishop,    saying  of  a,   as   to   lay  ' 

property,  368,  527. 
Bishops  set  example  of  unchastity, 

73. 
Bishops,  their  large   gains   from 

fines  for  incontinence,  63 ;  func- 
tions reserved  to,  69. 
Bishops,  exact  fees  for  leave  of 

absence  to  study,  244,  250 ;  m 

partibtis  stay  at  home,  225. 
Bischopricke,  diocese,  43. 
Bisiden,  at  (bisiden  rome),  51. 
Bisien,  v,  busy,  94 ;  bisen,  150. 
Bitake,   tnf.  commit,  give,   146; 

part,    bitokene,    243;    bytake, 

365  ;  bytaken,  374. 
Bitydden,  per/,  hapfened,  377. 
Blaberen,talk  idly,73, 168,274,289 
Black  Death,  513. 
Blackfriars  Council,  xxvii. 
Black  Hall,  at  Oxford,  Wydif  a 

prisoner  in,  xiv. 
Blasphemes,  blasphemers,  7  ;  blas- 

phemye,  blasphemous,  158. 
Blastis  blowing  (probably  refers 

to  the  organs),  77. 
Blaunchid,  whitewashed,  299. 
Blely,  blithely,  417. 
Blent,  blinded,  77 ;  blend,  144. 
Bleren  ^e  eyen,  impose  upon,  316 

(Yet  Bchal  I  blere  here  ye. — 

Reeve's  Tale,  29). 
Blickid,  stained,  218. 
Bobbe,  mock,  291 
Boden,  bidden,  348. 
Boffetynge,  buffeting,  291. 
Bok,  a  book,  often  used  as  '  a  pat- 
tern,' 61,  92,  268,  408,  etc. 
Boldynge,  encouragement,  215. 
Bolne^,  swells,  354. 
Bone,  boon,  262. 
Bonere,  gooid-natured,  229. 
Books  monopolized  by  the  religf  oos 

orders,  49,  128,  221,  508. 
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Boot,  boat,  411. 

Boote,  avail,  308. 

Borde,  table,  46. 

Boren,  carried,  229 ;  borun,  420. 

Boris,  booris,  boars,  425. 

Borwyng,  borrowing,  277. 

Bosaidis,  buzzards,  157. 

Boarding,  jesting,  446. 

Boordis,  jests,  446. 

Bradwardine,  iii. 

Bregynge,  breaking,  74. 

Brenne,  bum,  88 ;  brennynge,  16 ; 
brent,  246. 

Breuyaries,  abridged  psalters,  41, 
427. 

Bribouris,  bribers,  probably  the 
agents  or  Uonoe-runners  men- 
tioned on  p.  23  {see  note,  p. 
494),  66. 

Brideclo^is,  wedding  garment,  85 1 . 

Briddis,  birds,  21. 

Bridles,  decorated,  149. 

Brondis,  brands,  170. 

Bro]?elis,  scamps,  214. 

Bulls,  papal,  23,  66,  82,  479. 

Burials,  fees  at,  9,  15,  212,  224, 
492,  516,  518. 

Burning,  as  punishment  of  heresy, 
16,  34,  88,  94,  124,  211,  246, 
259,  260. 

Bury  St.  Edmunds,  gatewoy  at, 
494. 

Buschementis,  ambushes,  421. 

Caas,  case,  in  caas=: perchance,  7  ; 

cas,  10 ;  pi.  caassis,  412;  caice, 

336. 
Cayme,     Cain,   meaning    of   the 

name,    374;   burnt  his   tithes, 

431. 
Caymes  castel,  a  Mary,  129,  211, 

420,  425,  448,  449,  478,  508. 
Cayphas  bischops,  72. 
Cameile,  camel,  100;  camaile,  172. 
Can,  knows,  95. 
Canon  Law,  studied  too  much,  145, 

156,  437. 


Canonization  of  saints  not  a  matter 

of  faith,  469. 
Canterbury  Hall,   Wyclifs  war- 

denship  of,  iv. 
Cardinals  unnecessary,  471,  479, 

481 ;  meaning  of  the  name,  472. 
Careyne,  carcase,  123,  212. 
Cast,  device,  84. 
Caste^,  overthrows,  127. 
Caston,  devise,  plot,  91. 
Castles  built  by  religious  orders, 

5,  321. 
Catel,  chattel,  goods,  11. 
Cauyllacions,  cavils,    154;    caue- 

lacions,  182. 
Caumbridge,  Cambridge  (univer- 
sity), 427. 
Cautel,  trick,  wile,  38. 
Ceesen  of,  leave  off,  4. 
Celibacy   of   priests,    a  cause    of 

adultery,  7,  100,  170,  303;  of 

child  murder,  100. 
Certeyn,  certainty,  134. 
Certis,  certainly,  9 ;  certes,  25. 
Chaar,  car,  259. 
Chacchi^,     impels     (catches     or 

chases),  293,  431. 
Chaffare,   v.   bargain,    23;    chaf- 

feirynge,  23. 
Chayer,  seat,  437. 
Chalengen,  accuse,  44 ;  claim,  84 ; 

chalengi]?,  478. 
Challs,  chalices,  69. 
Chanons,  canons,  68. 
Chanting.     See  Song,  New. 
Chantry  foundations,  177,  513. 
Chapels,    private,    parish    priests 

employed  in,  65. 
Chaperon,  hood,  40. 
Chapitre,  chapter,  43,  146,   156, 

299. 
Charchid,  charged,  393. 
Chargen,  lay  stress  on,  7 ;  chargi)^, 

67 ;  part,  chargid,  74. 
Chargis,  burdens,  31. 
ChariouB,  burdensome,  1 98,  470; 

ohargiouB,  455. 
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Charite,  charter  (Magna  Carta), 
287. 

Charity,  sixteen  conditions  of,  220, 
353,  517. 

Charter,  the  Great,  287. 

Chaucer,  1,  490. 

Chees,  chess,  152,  168,  259. 

Chees,  chose,  189. 

Chefesaunce,  interest  or  considera- 
tion for  a  loan,  382,  528. 

Chepynge,  market,  280. 

Cherlis,  serfs,  205. 

Chese,  cheese,  304. 

Chesen,  choose,  7,  32  ;  perf. 
cheseden,  413j  chees,  25;  ches- 
ynge,  43. 

Cheseris^  choosers,  450. 

Chesoun,  occasion,  cause,  299, 
430. 

Cheuenteynes,  chieftains,  150. 

Cheueren,  shiver,  14. 

Chiff,  chief,  172. 

Chiden,  quarrel,  152;  chidynge, 
152. 

Cbif  werk,  masterpiece,  16. 

Children  enticed  into  religious 
orders,  9,  10,  12,  51,  68,  133, 
223,  235,  269,  278,  500. 

Child  murder,  to  hide  inconti- 
nence, 100. 

Chirchejerdis,  churchyards,  charges 
for  consecrating,  97,  233. 

Chirischen,  cherish,  38. 

Choristers,  their  bad  ways,  192. 

Chouchen,  lie  (couch),  168. 

Christ,  the  first  reason  of  all  things, 
425  ;  lord  of  all  things,  423, 
448  ;  king  and  priest,  471  ; 
would  not  be  made  an  earthly 
king,  195,  371,  376 ;  paid  tri- 
bute to  the  Emperor,  86,  139, 
456. 

Christ,  the  only  model  to  be  safely 
followed,  38*2,  451;  his  example 
a  command,  377. 

Christmas  plays,  206. 

Chrysostom,  25, 


Chronicles  preached,    16,  26,  50, 

59,  105,  124,  153. 
Church,  false  notion  of  what  it  is, 

78,  256,  258 ;  consists  only  of 

the  predestinate,  78,  198,  501, 

515. 
Churches  left   unconsecrated    for 

want  of  the  fees,  69. 
Cicile,  Cecily  (St.),  205. 
Cyprian,  St.,  393,  394,  452. 
Citations,  30,  462,  483-487,  495, 

533. 
Civil  law,  too  much  studied,  156, 

184,  185,  235. 
Civil    obedience    insisted    on     by 

Wyclif,  xxxTii,  229,  519. 
Cyuylite,  civil  rule,  385. 
Clamengis,   JN'icolas  de,   xxxixm., 

509. 
Clai&ouse,clamorous,  105;  clamose, 

269 ;  clamours,  27. 
Clement  VI.,  xxxiii. 
Clement    VII.     (Antipope)     xv^ 

xlviin. 
Clene,   a^,    pure,   51 ;    dennest, 

276. 
Clene,  adv,  entirely,   100;   denly, 

146. 
Clenese,  cleanse,  312,  323. 
Clepen,  call,  27;  depi}?,  21 ;  perf* 

clepede,  2 ;  parU  depyd,  6. 
Clergye,  learning,  128. 
Clergy  employed  in  lords'  houses, 

13,  65,  168,  242,  246,  333,  449; 

are  architects,  213,  246. 
Clergy,  hold  serfs  and  execute  jus- 
tice like  laymen,  385 ;  fight  in 

person,   383 ;   claim  exemption 

from  lay  judgment,   158,   289, 

291. 
Clergy,    their     extravagance     in 

horses,    149,  434,   510. 
Clergy,  lay  correction  of,  240, 289, 

520 ;  authorized  by  the  law  of 

England,  292. 
Clergy,  state  of,  represents  Chiist's 

manhood,  363, 
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Clerkis,  learned  men,  4. 

Clier,  clear,  208. 

Clipping,  embracing,  218. 

Clo>,  clothes,  13;  cloi>,  151; 
clo]?i8  of  gold,  88. 

Clothes  given  as  presents,  129, 
210. 

Cloute,  V,  patch,  41. 

Coffris,  coffers  (almes  of  coffris), 
12,  493, 

Colage,  college,  385;  colage  of 
Chri8t=the  apostles,  366. 

Colour,  pretence,  excuse,  10,  88. 

Comelyngis,  strangers  (translates 
advenaf)y  42,  46,  217. 

Comendacion,  eommendatio  ani- 
maruniy  one  of  the  services  for 
the  dead  (Sanim  Breviary,  ii. 
^82),  191. 

Comets,  a  sign  of  pestilence,  308. 

Comineris,  commoners,  88. 

Comynte,  community,  9 ;  comuntc, 
49;  comynalte,  110;  comunete, 
125. 

Commandments,  Tlie  Ten,  broken 
by  the  Eeligious,  7. 

Community  of  goods  among  monks 
and  friars  a  sham,  384. 

Compayne,  company,  22;  lord  of 
compaynes=lord  of  hosts,  58. 

Complexion,  constitution,  tempera- 
ment, 10,  38,  170. 

Comunen,  communicate,  hold  com- 
munion, 19  ;  comyne,  357. 

Comounynge,  holding  in  common, 
385. 

Comonnte,  commonalty,  commons, 
278;  comonte,  363. 

Concel,  counsel,  315. 

Concubines  kept  by  bishops,  73. 

Confession,  Wydif 's  teaching  as  to, 
xli;  ought  to  be  voluntary,  328, 
337 ;  does  some  good,  337 ;  may 
lead  to  fornication,  330 ;  would 
be  better  made  to  two  priests  at 
once,  336;  secret  is  not  a  sacra- 
ment, 341, 


Confession,  first  enforced  by  inno- 
cent III.,  328,  337,  524. 

Confession  to  friars,  evils  of,  xlv, 
9,  27,  181,  224,  492,  518,  525. 

Confessors,  private,  65,  248,  325, 
334,  525. 

Confessors,  false,  65,  181,  186, 
237,  242,  247,  277. 

Conforten,  encourage,  176;  part, 
conforted,  100. 

Congregacion,  society,  order,  9. 

Conieoted,  devised,  255. 

Conne,know,  143;  connyng,  know- 
ledge, 4. 

Conqueren,  acquire,  183. 

Consecration  of  churches,  altars, 
etc.,  a  means  of  extortion,  35, 
62,  69,  97,  214,  233,  277,  393. 

Consent,  six  manners  of,  20,  417, 
529. 

Constance,  Council  of,  504. 

Constantyne  (the  Emperor)  com- 
pared with  Naaman,  377,  527 ; 
with  Phinehas,  475  ;  not  canon- 
ized, 475,  534. 

Constantino,  donation  of,  xxxix, 
378,  379,  475. 

Constorie,  consistory  (courts),  95, 
156;  consistorie,  184,  514. 

Contekis,  quarrels,  232,  234. 

Contemplation  no  excuse  for  not 
preaching,  113,  188. 

Contemplative  life,  188,  et  sq., 
514. 

Contynce,  continence,  40. 

Contynen,  continue,  33 ;  pari, 
contyned,  93. 

Continence,  vows  of,  brought  ia 
by  the  devil,  100. 

Contradicions,  traditions,  7.  The 
word  is  very  likely  used  to  im- 
ply that  the  traditions  contradict 
God's  law. 

Contrarien,  oppose,  56,  409. 

Contrarius,  contrary,  380;  con- 
trariously,  86. 

Contrition,  what  it  is,  339. 
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Convents,  eplendour  of,  5,  27,  49, 

321,  448,  490. 
Conventycles,  societies,  366. 
Coolding,  cooling,  487. 
Cope,  covering  (cope  of  heaene), 

318,  478  ;  a  monk's  frock,  128. 
Corieris,  curriers,  471. 
Coryouste,  curiosity,  8;  daintiness, 

200. 
Comely,  Cornelius,  471. 
Corpus  Christi  Gild  at  York,  631. 
Corseris,     coursers,    horses,-    88 ; 

horsedealers,  172. 
Corsica  claimed  as  subject  to  the 

Pope,  zxziii. 
Cosdroe,  Chosroes,  pope  likened  to, 

633. 
Cosyns,  cousins  (Christ's),  363. 
Cost,  expenditure,  88. 
Coste,   spend,   costij?,  174 ;  part. 

costid,  167. 
Costelewe,  costly,  121,  129,  206. 
Costy,  expensive,  76. 
Cotidian    distribucion,    62.      See 

note,  600. 
Cotumax,  contumacious,  184. 
Couche,  lie,  dwell,  30,  60. 
Couden,  could,  81. 
Coueitise,  covetousness,  2. 
Couenable,  suitable,  217;  oouen- 

abliche,  314. 
Couent,  convent,  127. 
Couere,  the  ark,  66. 
Council  of  1382,  xxxvi,  496. 
Countre  note,  harmony,  77. 
Countyngge,     keeping    accounts, 

66. 
Coupable,  culpable,  312. 
Coupabilnesse,  guiltiness,  336. 
Courtenay,  Bishop  of  London,  x ; 

Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  xxvii. 
Courtesy,  decay  of,  206. 
Courtesy  of  God,  284,  291,  840. 
Cownt^aylen,  v,  equal  in  value, 

392. 
Craft,  business,  73. 
Credence,  credit^  266. 


Crem,  chrism,  the  consecrated  oil 
used  in  baptism,  69,  600. 

Cristene,  baptize,  112. 

Cristendom,  Christianity,  102. 

Cristismasse  games,  206. 

Croceris,  crosiers,  210. 

Crois,  cross,  46. 

Croke,  turn,  230. 

Crokid,  deformed,  27. 

Cropen,  crept,  part.  296. 

Croune,  the  tonsure,  126. 

Cruelliere,  more  cruelly,  98. 

Crusade  in  Flanders,  xxxi,  8,  62, 
141,  162,  263,491,611. 

Cu^shons,  cushions,  434. 

Cuylid,  part,  collected,  433. 

Cumberworth,  Sir  Thomas,  extract 
from  his  will,  616. 

Curate,  use  of  the  word,  609. 

Curates  are  bound  to  reside,  463  ; 
how  they  should  be  appointed, 
460  ;  take  office  in  lords'  houses, 
149,  161  ;  absent  themselves 
under  pretence  of  study,  156. 

Curates,  drunken,  162;  ignorant, 
163,  167,  466;  extravagant  in 
dress,  148 ;  given  to  hunting 
and  hawking,  161,  434;  give  to 
their  kinsfolk  what  should- go 
to  the  poor,  439. 

Cure,  care,  32,  42. 

Ciirteys,  courteous,  284. 

Cusees  wif,  414. 

Custode,  warden  (of  the  Frandflcan 
Order),  42,  47. 

Custodries,  wardenships,  districts 
over  which  the  wardens  had 
charge,  43. 

Custumable,  habitual,  174;  ens- 
tumabliche,  183. 

Dailes,  without  judgment  or  re- 
dress, 92,  128.  See  nolo, 
603. 

Damiani,  Peter,  609. 

Damyselis,    damsels,  9. 

DampneJ?,  condemns,  67. 
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Dancing,  helps  men  to  preferment, 
65,  246. 

Dancing,  leads  to  late  hours,  204 ; 
sometimes  allowable,  206. 

Danyel,  15,  75. 

Dante,  xxxix. 

Dauid,  231,  365;  davi>,  291. 

Deacons,  appointed  by  the  apostles, 
413. 

Debalis,  quarrels,  59. 

Debts,  rich  men  delay  payment 
of  unjustly,  25. 

Debts,  distinguished  from  alms  (or 
tithes),  423. 

Debt,  imprisonment  for,  200,  211, 
214;  incurred  through  drunken- 
ness, 217. 

Decknys,  deacons,  864,. 

Dede,  dead,  5,  23. 

Dede,  deed,  6,  70. 

Dedis  of  apostlis,  the  Acts,  195, 
383. 

Deel,  suhs,  share. 

Defaute,  defect,  4. 

Defendid,  forbidden,  17. 

Defensoure  of  Rome  :  defensor 
civitatis  was  the  title  of  a 
magistrate  whose  chief  duty 
was  to  afford  protection  against 
oppression  on  the  part  of  the 
governor ;  he  had  a  subordinate 
civil  jurisdiction,  395. 

Defoulid,  trodden  down  (cf.  W. 
v.,  Luke  X.  19  :  "  power  of 
defoulinge  othir  tredinge  on 
serpeutis  "),  18. 

Defourmed,  iU  made,  349. 

Degeneracy  of  mankind,  38,  93. 

Degrees,  university,  of  doubtful 
advantage,  428,  529. 

Degrees,  expense  of  taking,  428, 
530. 

Deisese,  discomfort,  179. 

Deyitte,  ?  dignity  (perhaps  dainti- 
ness), 211. 

Deyute,  dignity,  220. 

DeUoes,  pleasures,  124. 


Deli}^,  distributes,  161 ;  delynge, 

134;delid,  181. 
Deme,  v,  judge,  84;  p^rf.  demeden, 

231  ;     dempten,     ^93 ;     part. 

demyd,  33. 
Denes,  deans  (rural),  249. 
Departe,  separate,  199  ;  departing, 

distributing,  81. 
Depnesse,  depth,  62. 
Deprauen,  slander,   speak  ill  of, 

445  ;  depraveden,  312;  deprau- 

ynge,  168. 
Derrere,  dearer,  6. 
Deme,  secret,  353. 
DerworJ^i,  dear,  98. 
Deschaunt,  descant,  77,  91,   191, 

501. 
Despair,  the  sin  against  the  Holy  ^ 

Ghost,  351. 
Devoyde,  remove  ("But  for  a  short 

time    myself   I    devoyde.*'  — 

Coventry  Mysteries,  243),  182. 
Dichis,  ditches,  420. 
Dictis,  Dicta,  a  book  by  Qrossetete, 

385. 
Diffiede,  distrusted,  479. 
Di^schis,  dishes,  434. 
Di^t,  prepared,  340. 
Dilauy,  lavish,    306.     The  word 

occurs  in  S.E.W.  iii.  388,  and 

we  find  also    delauynesse,   ii. 

298,  and  in  both  cases  it  bears 

this  meaning.      I  can  find  no 

other  example  of  it. 
Dymes,  tithes,  57. 
Dirige,  mattins  in  the   office  for 

the  dead,  15,    177,    191,  212, 

494,  517. 
Disceisen,  discomfort,  11. 
Disceit,  deceit,  61 ;  disseyt,  461. 
Dysceyuen,  deceive,  4. 
Discess,  departure,  299. 
Dischargi]?,  relieves,  47. 
Disclaundren,  slander,  138. 
Disgratid,  degraded,  246. 
Dispeir,  despair,  15. 
Dispende,  spend,  433. 

35 
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Dispensations,  from  rule  of  friars, 

182,  223. 
Dispensis,  expenditure,  321. 
Dispit,  spite,  35 ;  contempt,  17. 
Diapitusly,  pitilessly,  160. 
Disport,  playground,  322. 
Dissert,  desert,  deserving,  351. 
Dissese,  discomfort,    61  ;    deisese, 

179. 
Distresse     (legal),      214  ;     used 

harshly,  234. 
Distruje,  destroy,  340. 
Disturbancesf    charged    on    poor 

priests,  xxvi,  27,  138. 
Disturblyn,    disturb,     285;    dis- 

trurble,  257;  disturbleden,  27; 

part,  dislurblid,  43;  disturbl- 

ynge,  43. 
Disusen,  misuse,  440. 
Divinity  Schools,   false  doctrines 

upheld  in,  265.  » 

Dyuors,  divorce,  20,  176,  185. 
Docke,  cut  away,  430. 
Dolium,  a  prison  in  London,  496. 
Dom,  judgment,  16. 
Domesman,  judge,  32. 
Dominic,  St.,  301. 
Dominion,  doctrine  of,  learned  from 

Fitz-ralph,  iii ;    its  origin  and 

growth,      xxxiii,    xxxiv ;     its 

value  to  Wyclif,  xxxv. 
Dominion,  all  held  of  God,   24, 

26, 244, 247, 284,  373,  423, 470. 
Dominion,    belongs    to    laymen, 

117,  276,  373,  391,  451. 
Domnpnesse,  damnableness,  126. 
Don  of,  take  off,  348. 
Doomsday,  fifteen  tokens  before, 

19,  494. 
Doren,  dare,  36  ;  dorn,  73. 
Doseris,  hangings  for  the  walls,  so 

called  because  they  came  at  the 

back  of  the  people  sitting,  434. 
Doseyns,  dozens  (of  jurors),  182. 
Doump,  dumb,  420. 
Dowe,  endow,  284;  part,  dowid, 

124 ;  dowing,  445. 


Dreynt,  drowned,  62,  444. 

Drenge,  drag,  473. 

Dress,    clerical   extravagance  in, 

60,  92,  121,  148. 
Dryncching,  drowning,  69. 
Drit,  filth,  22. 
Dronkelewe,    drunken,   given   to 

drink,  193,  217. 
Droof,  drove,  241. 
Drowyn,drew,  105. 
Drunken  men  see  double,  267. 
Drunkenness,  in  priests,  152,  168, 

193;  brings  men  to    poverty, 

217. 
Druste,  durst,  149. 
Dwe,  due,  17. 

Dukes,  leaders,  generals,  63. 
Durren,  dare,  |?rM.  ind,  251. 

Ebreu,  Hebrew,  430. 
Ecclesiastical  courts,  procedure  in, 

74,   156,  500;  abuses  of,  184, 

251. 
Echone,  each  one,  475. 
Eddris,  adders,  315. 
Eelde,  old  age,  411 ;  elde,  173. 
Eeris,  ears,  345. 
Eft,  again,  339,  354,  363. 
Egipt,  440. 
E^te,  eighth,  220. 
Eien,  eyes,  281;  eijen,  99. 
Eyris,  heirs,  476. 
Eise,  ease,  134. 
Eke,  also,  57. 
Eldris,    parents,    49 ;   ancestors, 

439. 
Ely,  Eli,  55  ;  hely,  314. 
Elizebeth,  204. 
Ellis,  else,  15. 
Emperor,  The,  362,  886. 
Emperours  bischop,  467. 
Emperours  clerkis,  79,  446,  447. 
Emperour  prelates,  444,  479,  480. 
Empire,     rivalry    of,     with    the 

Papacy,  xxxiii. 
Encenseris,  censers,  323. 
Enchesouns,  reasons,  315. 
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EDcombre,  to  set  fast,  as  in  the 

mire,  70. 
Encresce}?,  increases,  155. 
Endeles,  infinitely,  71. 
Endityng,  indicting,  prosecuting, 

16. 
Endowment,    of   the    church    is 

wrong,    xxvi,   122,    284,    385, 

388,  445,  476 ;  voice  heard  at, 

122,  374,  380,  506. 
Endowments,     impoverish    lords, 

97,    285,    369 ;    should  be  re- 
stored to  the  laity,  389. 
Endurid,  hardened,  25. 
Enfamynen,  starve,  150. 
Enfect,  infected,  379. 
Enforce,  strengthen,  111. 
Enforsid,  urged,  pressed,  378. 
Englond,  engelond,  22,  276. 
Enhaunsen,  exalt,  75. 
Enleuene,  eleven,  482. 
Enoc,  Enoch,  308. 
Enpeyringe,  injury,  389. 
Enproprid,  appropriated,  81. 
Enpugne,      impugn,     391  ;    en- 

pugnyd,  369. 
Enqueren,  inquire  for,  seek  after, 

130;  enquyred,  279. 
Ensaumplerie,  example,  230. 
Ensjiumplid,  exampled,  119. 
Ensuren,  assure,  17. 
Entails,  391. 
Enterdite,  put  under  an  interdict, 

63  ;  part,  entirdited,  79 ;  enter- 

ditynge,  79. 
Entirmete,   meddle,    394;    entir- 

meten  of,  159. 
Entre,  entry,  94. 
Entre,  entire,   106;  enteire,  107. 
Entrike,  entangle,  393. 
Enucnymen,  poison,  92. 
Enyoie  je,  refl.  rejoice,  243. 
Enyonye,  enjoin,   43 ;   enyoyned, 

49. 
Ephesyns,  232. 

Ere,  ear,  328  ;  eris,  8 ;  erris,  117. 
Erryng,  wandering  (stars),  308. 


Erchedekene,    archdeacon,     455, 

456. 
Es,  is,  82. 
Esen,  V,  ease,  30. 
Esi,  easy,  2. 
Esseis,  Essenes,  2. 
Eue,  Eve,  207,  392,  428,  461. 
Kuele,  adv.  ill,  57. 
Enen,  just,  394. 
Evil  always  a  source  of  good,  428, 

529. 
Ewgeny,  Eugenius  III.,  383. 
Excommunication  invalid   if  not 

deserved,  34,  153,  454,  511. 
Excommunication  has  no  effect  on 

the  body,  75,  501. 
Excommunication  for  not  paying 

tithes,    146,    151,    233,    453, 

510. 
Excommunication  a  cause  of  im- 
prisonment,   36,    74,   95,  277, 

496,  505. 
Excommunication,  letters  of,  35, 

250. 
Exemption  from    jurisdiction    of 

the  bishops,  224,  247  ;  from  lay 

jurisdiction,  277. 
Experimental  science  practised  by 

friars,  8,  442,  491,  532. 
Expounen,  expound,  84. 
Ezechiel,  395. 

Faat,  fat,  6. 

Fables  told  to  support  the  orders, 

153,  310. 
Fables  preached,  16,  50,  59,  73, 

105,  153,  175. 
Face,  appearance,  84,  158. 
Fagyngis,  flatteries,  307. 
Failleden,  failed,  109. 
Faith,  what  it  is,  261,  347. 
Fallas,  fallacy,  425. 
Falsed,  falsehood,  260. 
Fulsen,  give  the  lie  to,  352. 
Famuiarite,  familiarity,  44. 
Famulorum,  a  prayer,   134,   195, 

509. 
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Fantom,  yanity,  186;  fantym,  321. 
And  worlisshe  riches  how  swa  ^td  come, 
I  hald  no}ht  dies  hot  filth  and  iantome. 

— Pricke  of  Conscience,  1196  ;  see 
Dr.  Morris's  note  on  the  word. 

Faren,  go  on,  act,  96,  138. 

Faste,  busily,  steadily,  6,  15. 

Faujty,  faulty,  387 ;   fawty,  364. 

Fawte,  default,  388. 

Fautouris,  abettors,  69. 

FebliJ?,  weakens,  454. 

Feen,  mire,  62. 

Feins,  fairs,  280. 

Fel,  fierce,  476 ;  adv.  felly,  456. 

Feld,  field,  10. 

Felde,  fell,  477. 

Fend,  fiend,  devil,  9. 

Fendliche,  devilish,  304. 

Fer,  far,  10 ;  fene,  31 ;  eomp. 
ferrer,  381. 

Fercastynge,  scheming,  crafty, 
256. 

Feren,  frighten,  79. 

Ferfor>li,  far,  391. 

Ferme,  farm,  243. 

Fer]?e,  fourth.  111 ;  fir>e,  220. 

Festis,  feasts,  23. 

Fe>,  faith,  79. 

Ficchid,  fixed,  307. 

Fier,  fire,  78. 

Fiflen}?es,  taxes,  66.  See  note, 
500. 

Figuren,  transBgure,  288. 

Fi^s,  fish,  449. 

Fille,  fulfil,  satisfy,  217. 

Fynde,  provide  for,  151,  176; 
fyndynge,   116. 

Fynden  vp,  invent,  199. 

Fyndyngis,  inventions,  77 ;  fyn- 
dynge vp,  77. 

Fynees,  Phinebas,  contrasted  with 
Constantino,  475. 

First  fruits,  245,  277,  393,  451. 

Fisege,  visage,  307. 

Fisik,  medicine,  knowledge  of 
abused  by  friars,  10,  224. 

Fittrid,  60.     See  note,  p.  499. 


Fitzralph,  Archbishop  of  Armagh, 

iii,    xxxiii,    xliii,    xlvn.,    128, 

507,  518. 
Flaundris,   Flanders,     152.      See 

Crusade. 
Flen,  flee,  34;  per/,  fley,    195; 

part,  fleed,  173;  fleynge,  218. 
Fleys,  flesh,  411,  435. 
Fleysly,  fleshly,  sensual,  474. 
Florijshid,  ornate,  flowery,  445. 
Flowen,  fled,  71. 
Fode,  food,  150. 

Folde,  bow,  bend  aside,  288,  426. 
Pole,  fool,  10. 
Fool,  foolish,  118;  folic,  7;  fdy, 

163. 
Folily,  foolishly,  290;   folyliche, 

320. 
Fonnyd,  foolish,  20;  insipid,  57, 

499. 
Fonnydnesse,  foolishness,  266. 
Forbarre,   hinder,   61 ;    forbaren, 

234  ;  forbarien,  182. 
Forbeden,  forbid,  59;   per/,  for- 

beed,  287;  part,  forbodun,  376. 
Fordo,  destroy,  38 ;  fordojie,  345; 

fordiden,  314. 
Fordon,  done  before,  339. 
Forfenden,  forbid,  303. 
Forfeture,  loss,  348. 
For^eue,  abandon,  give  up,   200 ; 

(f or^euynge  manasse,  232 ;  trans- 
lates the  Yulg.     "remittentes 

minas,''  Eph.  vi.  9). 
Forgoer,   leader,    383;   tranaUtea 

the  Vulg.  "  prfiBcessor "  ;     for- 

gberis,  forerunners,  128. 
Forrouris,  furs,  12. 
Forswore,  perjure,  63;  forswoni, 

75;  forswerynge,  253. 
For}?,  may  not  for^,  cannot  go  on, 
\155,  222;  usen  for^,  continue 

to  use,  248. 
For}?inke,  repent,    235 ;   forj^ink- 

yng,  338. 
Forwhi,  becanse,  44. 
Foule,  foully,  9. 
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Foundement,  foandation,  260. 

Franchise]!  togydir,  are  under  the 
same  (private)  jurisdiction,  385. 

Francis,  St.,  Testament  of,  45,  497. 

Franciscans  evade  their  rule,  49, 
498 ;  say  they  are  released  by 
the  Pope,  47. 

Fraternity,  letters  of,  4,  5, 12,  27, 
160,  262. 

Fraticelli,  219  ;  persecuted  by 
other  friars,  12,  51. 

FrauQse,  France,  429. 

Fraunseis,  St.  Francis,  40;  frann- 
ciss,  301. 

Freedom  of  God's  law,  or  the  Gos- 
pel, 17,  31,  67,  253,  256,  299, 
330. 

Freelte,  frailty,  344. 

Freewill,  108,  110. 

Freliche,  freely,  4. 

French  Bible,  429. 

Frere,  friar,  40. 

Friars,  Wyclifs  opposition  to, 
xliii;  preach  for  gain,  442,  445; 
evade  their  rule  47,  etc.;  errors 
about  the  Host,  19,  349,  352. 

Friars  hear  confession,  xlv,  9,  27, 
181,  224,  492,  518,  525  ;  slan- 
der parish  priests,  445,  532; 
waste  money  in  adorning  their 
churches,  8,  181,  321. 

Friars,  unchaste,  6,  10,  12,  224, 
305,  309,  490. 

Friars  practise  as  physicians,  10, 
219,  224,  492. 

Friars  send  money  out  of  the  realm 
to  the  King's  enemies,  50; 
build  extravagantly,  5,  27,  50, 
316,  490;  steal  children,  9,  10, 
51,  68,  133,  223,  269,  278. 

Friars,  character  of  their  preaching, 
8,  16, 105,  444 ;  some  good,  298. 

Friars'  habits,  sanctity  attributed 
to,  316,  523. 

Friste,  first,  245. 

Fryste  fruytis,  fii-stfruits,  66. 

Froytis,  fruits,  66. 


Fulbut,  headstrong,  213. 
Fulle,  at  ]?e,  sufficiently,  55. 
Fullire,    headlong    (the    Dublin 

MS.  has  fulbere),  256. 
Furniture,   expensive,    used     by 

priests,  6,  434,  531. 
Furrours,  furs,  434. 

Gabbe,  to  lie,  297,  331 ;  gabbcn, 

ind,  290  ;  gabbynge,  207. 
Gabbyngis,  lies,  305,  442. 
Gabriel,  382,  528. 
Gadlyngis,  slanderers,  214. 
Gamelyn,  513. 
Gumenes,  games,  246. 
Garlek,  for  goose-stuffing,  82. 
Garnement,  garment,  50,  302. 
Gaten,  got,  per/,  73. 
Gateways,   embattled,  to  abbeys, 

15,  494. 
Gatis,  ways,  191. 
Gaunt,   John  of,  iz,    x,  xi,  xii, 

XXV,  xxix,  XXX. 
Gederen,  gedre,    gather,  14,  46; 

gedre>,    6;     gederynge,     154  ; 

gederid,  431. 
Gederid,     compound     (a    gedrid 

name),  431. 
Gendren,  engender,  146 ;  gendrid, 

45. 
Gendring,   used    of   consecrating 

the  elements  (gendring[Chri8t's] 

body),  441. 
Gendrure,  begetting,  441. 
Generalte,  the  whole  body,  43. 
Gentry,  bad  example  set  by,  207. 
George,  St.,  99. 
Gessen,  suppose,  think,  105,  192; 

gessedest,  67. 
Gestis,  guests,  42. 
Getij?,  begets,  441. 
Gettere,   boaster,   23,  243,  249; 

also  written  iettere. 
Gidre,  t;.  gather,  128. 
Giesy,  Gehazi,  67;  giezi,  378,  380. 
Gildene    mouth,     translation    of 

Chrysostom,  104. 
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Gilis,  deceits,  305,  323. 

Gilours,  deceivers,  309. 

Gyltif,  guilty,  9,  112,  272;  gylti, 

10. 
Gises,  fashions,  186. 
Gyternynge,  playing  on  thecittem, 

a  sort  of  guitar,  9. 
Glauer,  t;.  chatter,  330. 
Jiue  it  vp,  yield,    allow  oneself 

heaten,  296. 
Glastonbury  kitchen,  494. 
Glebe,  449,  633. 
Glymerynge,  indistinct  perception, 

339. 
Glorious,  ostentations,  162. 
Glose,  commentary,  12. 
Gloseris,  commentators,  284. 
Glosynge,  commenting,  135,  148. 
Glotyne,  gluttony,  86. 
Glutton's  argument,  97,  454. 
Gnackis,  tricks,  184. 
Gnare,  snare,  437. 
God  is  a  courteous  lord,  284,  291, 

340 ;  he  is  liberal,  434. 
God,  presence  of,  in  all  creatures, 

203,  208,  616. 
God's  law,  a  favourite  expression 

of  the  Lollards,  264. 
Gogelen,  squint,  look  aside,  341 . 
Gold  exchanged  for  lead  (in  pay- 
ing for  bulls),  23,  66,  246. 
Gold  drained  out  of  England  to 

the  Papal  Court,   22,   66,   92, 

144. 
Golet,  gullet,  200. 
Gomor,  Gomorrha,  26,  248. 
Good  fryday,  302. 
Gorram  (Nicolas  de  Qorran),  380, 

628. 
Gospel, commentaries  on,  are  scarce, 

146. 
Gospel,  authority  of,  265. 
Gospelleris,    authors  of  Goi^ls, 

256. 
Gostli,  spiritual,  90;  gostly,  adv,  66. 
Gouemaile,   governance,   24;  go- 
vernment, 118,  239. 


Graielis,  service  books,  graduals, 

194,  615. 
Gratter,  greater,  383. 
Greek  form  of  absolution,    332, 

625. 
Greese,  anoint,  439 ;  greesse,  464. 
Greesis,  steps,  stairs,  420. 
Gregge,  aggravate,  319;  greggi>, 

286. 
Gregor  ]?e  sixte,  391. 
Gregory,  St.,  8,  35,  66,  68,  61, 

64,  70,  77,  96,  112,  118,  188, 

246,  272,  339,  377,  396,  629. 
Gregory  XL,  vi».,  xiii,  xiv,  405. 
Greke,  a  member  of  the   Greek 

Church,  332,  465,  464. 
Grete,  great,  2 ;  greteste,  86. 
Grette,  greeted,  204. 
Gret  chep,  very  cheap,  186. 
Greu,  Greek,  430. 
Greue,  m<^.  grave,  17. 
Groos,  plain,  408. 
G rested  (Robert  Grossetete,  Bishop 

of  Lincoln),  61,  123,  145,  224, 

607,  610,  618. 
Grucchen,  to  grumble.  111;  gruc- 

chij>,  466;  grucchynge,  15. 
Gruccheris,  grumblers,  308. 
Guamerius,  Arnold,  viii. 
Jate  housis,  gate  houses  (expendi- 
ture on),  16,  494. 
Jee,  yea,  2 ;  je,  10  ;  jhe,  297. 
Jee,  ye,  8. 

Jeer,  year,  3  ;  jer,  62. 
Jelden,  yield,  give,   97 ;    gilding, 

423. 
^erde,  a  stick,  332. 
Jerdis,  yards  (chirche  ^erdis),  97, 

233. 
Jefe,  to  give,  181 ;  ^euen,  9;  jaf, 

3;  ^auen,    118;   jeuynge,    12; 

^eeuynge,  67 ;  ^ouen,  40. 
Jette,  boast  (?),  319. 
Were,  giver,  11. 
iif,  if,  2. 
Jifte,  gift,  66;  jiefte,  82;  jeftis, 

71. 
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Jit,  yet,  4 ;  jitte,  333,  jhit,  350. 
Jock,  yoke,  354;  ^oc,  425;  pok, 

228.. 
Jonge,   young,    6;    comp.  ^ongar, 

383. 
Jork,  York  (Archbishop  of),  118  ; 

play  of,  429,  530. 
Jouwre,  your,  179. 
Jou}?e,  youth,  253. 

Habitis,  dress  of  monks  or  friars, 
12  ;  its  excessive  amplitude, 
315  ;  sanctity  attached  to,  316. 

Hayned,  persecuted,  spited,  250. 
I  cannot  find  this  word  any- 
where else,  but  suppose  it  to 
be  connected  with  Fr.  haine. 

Hay  ward,  a  keeper  of  inclosures, 
444,  532. 

Halde,  hold,  49;  baldest,  132. 

Halewid,  those  who  are  sanctified 
(translates  sanctificatis,  Yulg.), 
300. 

Half,  behalf,  303. 

Halidaies,  holy  days,  280. 

Halpeny,  halfpenny,  21. 

Haltynge,  lame,  231. 

Halwen,  saints,  88. 

Halwid,  hallowed,  41,  188. 

Halwynge,  consecration,  35,  62. 

Han,  have,  inf.  15;  tnd.pres.  4; 
hauen,  inf.  99. 

HangiJ?  in,  depends  on,  266. 

Hard,  of  hard=hardly,  297. 

Hardy,  bold,  33. 

Harim,  harm,  21. 

Hasard,  gambling,  152. 

Hauynge,  property,  2. 

Haunten,  frequent,  60;  hanten, 
23 ;  practise,  73,  146,  248. 

Hauntynge,  practice,  207. 

Hawen,  saints,  41,  48. 

Hawynge,  haying,  131. 

Hawking  by  priests,  23, 151,  212, 
246,  259,  434  ;  by  monks,  121. 

Hedly,  in  a  headstrong  way,  100 ; 
heedly,  256. 


Heele,  health,  340 ;  heel>e,  297. 
Heerde,    herdsman   or   shepherd, 

321. 
Hey,  high,  5;  heije,  13;  heje,  61 ; 

comp,  hejere,  159;  8up.  heierst, 

327 ;  hierste,  408. 
Heijed,    exalted,    225  ;    heyhid, 

307. 
Heieris,  heirs,  183. 
Heyl,  hail,  welcome,  311. 
Heynesse,  highness,  42. 
Heldris,  parents,  9,  32. 
Hale,     heal,    179;    helid,     58  ; 

heledde,  343. 
Hely,  Eli,  314. 
Hely,    Elijah,     75 ;    helise,    67 ; 

helije,  377 ;  heliye,  380. 
Helynge,  clothing,  97,  387. 
Helles,  else,  125;  hellis,  64. 
Helt,  poured,  380. 
Hem,  them,  2. 
Hende,  end,  24;  hendeles,  endless, 

220. 
Heoris,  theirs,  300. 
Herberwen,  v.  harbour,  entertain, 

5;   herberewe,  211;    herbwre, 

210;     herbwerid,    129;    her 

boringe,  413. 
Hereberwe,  harbour,  shelter,  14 

herbwre,  146;  herbore,  415. 
Herberweles,  shelterless,  129. 
Here,  their,  2 ;  hem,  theirs,  232 

heeren,  310 ;  heren,  328 ;  heme, 

414. 
Here,  ear,  169. 
Hereris,  hearers,  158. 
Heref ore,  therefore,  1 1 ;  herfore, 

13. 
Heresy,  unjustly  charged  against 

true  priests,  74 ;  prevalent  in 

Bchools  of  divinity,  265. 
Heretics*     property,     to     whom 

forfeit,  502. 
Herford  (Nicholas),  xxvii,  xxix, 

141. 
Herid,  haired  (*'  fe  sterreherid  or 

beerdid  "  ^the  comet),  308. 
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Herie,    worship,     praise,     216  ; 

heriede,  301 ;    herynge,    206  ; 

part  hirid,  288. 
Heryyngis,  praises,  274. 
Heris,  hairs,  21. 
Herode,  273,  389;  heroude,  101, 

297  ;  his  oath  nothinding,  389. 
Hcrof,  for  this,  on  account  of  this, 

111. 
Herre,  hinge,  472. 
Heitis,  hearts,  20. 
Hertly,  heartily,  110. 
Her^e,  earth,  86. 
Heruost  trees,  trees  at  fruit  time, 

307. 
Heest,   command,    79;  hestis,  7; 

"  J?etenheBtis*'=the  Ten  Com- 
mandments, 340. 
Heten,  eat,  96. 
Heuyd,  head,  3;  heued,  218 ;  hed, 

21. 
Hidliche,  secret,  315. 
Hien,  hasten,    168  ;  hi^n,  173 ; 

hiede,  195. 
Hye,  exalt,  311,  475 ;  hijen,  241 ; 

hyed,  421 ;  hiyng,  475. 
Hi^t,  promised,  348. 
Hildegar,  11,  492. 
Hilden,  hold ;  hilden  outc=exhihit, 

171. 
Hile,  V.  cover,  475. 
Hilynge,     covering,    248,    411  ; 

church  vestments,  223. 
Hynes,  servants,  418,  439,  454. 
Hofler,  Dr.  Constantine,  iz,  zxiz, 

zzxii,  zlvii. 
Holde,  fortress,  321. 
Holde,  old,  58. 
Holde  forb,  practise,  continue,  3, 

11. 
Holderisup,  supporters,  10. 
Huletis,  dens,  caves,  322. 
Hole,  whole,  67,  hool,  100. 
Holy,  wholly,  370  ;  hooliche,  42 ; 
Holy  days,  breaking  of,  9,  120. 
Holiliche,  holily,  179. 
Holid,  pierced  with  holes,  349. 


Holiness  better  than  knowledge, 
327. 

Holouris,  whoremongers,  adul- 
terers, 91,  442. 

Holsum,  wholesome,  382;  adv. 
hoolsumly,  393. 

Holsumness,  wholesomeness,  239. 

Homly,  familiar,  41,  477. 

Hondis,  dogs,  12,  121. 

Honorie,  Honorius  III.,  40. 

Hoosis,  hose,  287. 

Hoot,  hot,  170. 

Hope,  what  it  is,  349,  526. 

Hordam,  whoredom,  205 ;  hor- 
dom,  156. 

Hord,  hoarding,  fence  (?),  316. 

Hordis,  heaps,  100 ;  treasuries, 
476. 

Horden,  heap  up,  treasure,  101, 
338;  hoordede,  321. 

Horses,  eztravagance  in,  on  the 
part  of  the  clergy,  60,  88,  92, 
149,  210,  249,  434. 

Hospitality  of  bishops,  413. 

Host,  doctrine  of  the,  19,  845, 
849,  352,  357,  465. 

Host,  the  worse  for  consecration, 
357,  526. 

Hostiense,  the  cardynal,  the  Car- 
dinal of  Ostia,  47,  498. 

Houj,  how,  388. 

Houre,  our,  83. 

Housynge,  dwellings,  175. 

Houslewth,  shelter  in  a  house,  21 1 . 

Ho  wen,  ought,  241. 

Hud,  hidden,  299. 

Hue,  Hugh  (St.),  382,  512. 

Hungary  claimed  by  the  Popes, 
xxziii. 

Hure,  her,  12. 

Hurlid,  bandied  about,  driven, 
184,  233,  250. 

Y,  I,  76. 

lapen,  t.  jest,  trick,  82 ;  lark,  288 ; 

iapij?,  170;  iapynge,  213. 
lapes,  jests,  tricks,  12,  65. 
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lame,    James    (St.),    129,    211  ; 

James,    61 ;   Jamus,    304 ;   his 

teaching  on  confession,  343. 
T-broken,  broken,  391. 
Iche,  each,  327. 
Yohoon,  each  one,  all  of  them,  328 ; 

ychone,  345. 
Tdiots,  ignorant  men,  5,  46. 
Idolatry,  it  is,  to  worship  an  acci- 
dent, 466. 
Jacke  Upland,  490,  492. 
Jaudun,  John  of,  zxxiii. 
lepte,  Jephthah,  389. 
leroboam,  an  example  of  simony, 

67. 
lerom,  Jerome  (St.),  31,  37,  58, 

112,  118,  122,  125,  248,  380; 

translated  the  Bible,  429. 
Jeromye,    Jeremiah,    188,    231  ; 

ieromyes,  131. 
Jerusalem,  125. 

letteris,  braggarts.     See  Getteris. 
Jews,     worst     governed     under 

priests,  370. 
Yjp,  eye;  at  ije=at  a  glance,  384. 
Ilche,  each,  every,  297,"  310. 
like,  same,  9,  87,  311. 
Images,  worship  paid  to,  xlii,  7 ; 

money  wasted  on,  210,  279,521. 
Ympe,  offshoot,  334. 
Imprisonment  for  debt,  200,  211, 

214;  for  excommunication,  36, 

74,  95,  277,  496,  505. 
In,  against,  296. 
Incontinence,  prevalence  of,  218. 
Ynde,  India,  436. 
Indignacion,  contempt,  4,  204. 
Induction  fees,  248. 
Indulgences,  8,  82, 150,  238,  464, 

482,  491,  535. 
Innocent  III.,  private  confession 

first  made  binding  by,  328,  524. 
I-now,  enough,  327 ;  ynow^,  12. 
Institution  fees,  248. 
Instuyng,  instituting,  450. 
Intention  can  be  judged  only  by 

God,  311. 


Intil,  into,  288. 

Joan  (Princess)  stops  proceedings 

against  Wydif,  xiv. 
Joas,  Joash,  365. 
lob,    354 ;    served    God   on    the 

dunghill,  15  ;  called  king,  231. 
logelours,  jugglers,  99. 
loly,  lively;  169;  iolily,  gladly, 

100. 
Joon,  Jon,  John  (St.)  the  Evange- 

Hst,  9,  34,  37,  195,  327. 
Joon,  John  (St.)  Baptist,  2,  829, 

345,  467. 
John   St.   Chrysostom,    25,    104, 

105. 
Josias,  365. 

Ypocrisie,  hypocrisy,  2. 
Ypocrite,  hypocritical,  89. 
Yren,  iron,  303. 
Irose,  angry,  307. 
Is,  his,  67. 
Ysaye,  Isaiah,  25. 
Ysedore,  172;  ysidre,  272,  374. 
Israel,  232 ;  israelle,  366. 
Isscheweden,  eschewed,  166. 
Jubilees,  181,  513. 
Juda,  Christ  belonged  to  the  tribe 

of,  391. 
Judas,  26,. 63,  65,  135,  167,  183, 

267,  378. 
lude,  St.,  806. 
lude,  Judtea,  27. 
ludycialis,  judicial  laws,  285. 
luelis,  jewels,  63,  86,  195,  216. 
luge,  judge,  32. 
lurdiccion,  jurisdiction,  57. 
Juries    bribed,    63,     183,    513  ; 

packed,  182. 
Jurisdiction,    criminal,    exercised 

by  ecclesiastics,  385,  528. 
Jurisdiction  of  prelates    protects 

vice,  213. 
lurrouris,  jurors,  63,  183. 
lustis,  jousts,  10. 

Kacche,  catch,  205. 
Kaste,  devise,  intend,  87. 
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Katerine,  Katherine  (St.),  205. 

Kechenes,  kitchens,  extravagant 
in  monasteries,  15,  494. 

Xochene  clerkis,  13,  65, 168,  242, 
246. 

Keynes,  keys,  power  of,  341. 

Kepyng,  care,  21. 

Kempt,  combed,  426. 

Keruynge,  cutting,  12. 

Kest,  perf^  cast,  kestiden,  443. 

Keuercheris,  kerchiefs,  head- 
dresses, 65,  205;  kenerchiefs, 
246. 

Keuerid,  covered,  20. 

Xyn,  kind,  sort  (many  kyn 
skillis=reasons  of  many  sorts), 
352;  kynne,  160. 

Kynde  nature,  4,  100 ;  race,  7. 

Kyndely,  natural,  174,  372. 

K3ndles,  broods,  2;  kyndlyngis, 
315. 

Kynghod,  kingship,  471. 

King's  Hall,  Cambridge,  508,  528. 

Kynrede,  tribe,  230,  304. 

Elirtlis,  tunics,  40. 

Knackeris,  tricksters,  156. 

JCnackis,  tricks,  156. 

Knackynge,  tricky,  artificial  music, 
9,  76,  91,  118,  169. 

Knighton,  xlvi,  254. 

Knyjtte,  land  held  by  knight 
service,  384. 

Knytting,  binding,  476. 

Knoweleche,  acknowledge,  256; 
knowlechi]?,  21  ;  knowlech- 
ynge,  327. 

Koynte,  cunning,  quaint,  847. 

Kon,  can,  320 ;  kunne,  105 ; 
koude,  471 ;  koujde,  382. 

Kotis,  coats,  287. 

Kunnen,  know,  81. 

Kunnyng,  learned,  5. 

Kunnynge,  knowledge,  10,  23,  58. 

Label,  a  tassel,  Halliwell.  Chaucer 
uses  the  word  for  a  pointer  at- 
tached to  the  astrolabe.  In  the 
text  it  means  a  condition  under 


which  a  bull  is  granted.  The 
idea  seems  to  be  that  of  a  slip 
attached  to  the  bull  and  bearing 
the  conditions,  331. 

Labourers,  defrauded  and  op- 
pressed, 233,  519;  robbed  by 
prelates,  73. 

Lack  id,  used  impersonally  (him 
lackid),  93. 

Ladies,  entertained  at  monasteries, 
129;  keep  confessors,  334; 
help  on  bad  priests,  246. 

LafuUy,  lawfully,  74. 

Laity,  should  read  the  gospel, 
159,  429. 

Lay  rulers,  should  correct  the 
clergy,  80,  130,  241,  292. 

Lancaster,  Duke  of.  Hee  Gaunt, 
John  of. 

Languyschynge,  sick,  228. 

Largen,  are  liberal,  341. 

Largenesse,  liberality,  174. 

Lasse,  less,  31. 

Laten,  late,  let,  14,  38. 

Laudis,  a  service  appointed  to  be 
said  at  3  a.k.  It  is  usually 
joined  with  Mattius,  and  the 
two  make  up  the  first  of  the 
Canonical  Hours,  41. 

Law,  Wyclif 's  knowledge  of,  iii. 

Law  studied  instead  of  Theology, 
157,  511. 

Lawere,  lawyer,  299;  lawereris, 
23. 

Lawyers,  harm  done  by,  182,  et 
seqq.,  234,  237 ;  ecclesiastical, 
the  worst,  184. 

Lazar,  Lazarus,  344,  526. 

Lead,  gold  given  for,  23,  66,  245. 

Leccherours,  fornicators,  102;  lec- 
chouris,  169. 

Lechery,  prelates  reserve  punish- 
ment of,  to  themselves,  213. 

Leffel,  lawful,  41 ;  leful,  67;  lef- 
ful,  90;  leeful,  284;  adv.  lef- 
fully,  265 ;  leffly,  132. 

Lege,  liege,  31. 
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Leggeaunce,  allegiance,  290. 

Leggen,  allege,  289. 

Leie,   tell   lies,  264;   lei>,  270; 

lei^ede,  264. 
Leie,   v.   lay,  247;   leyne,    286; 

leid,  50. 
Leyen,  part,  lain,  286. 
Leyje,  laugh,  460. 
Leiser,  leisure,  112. 
Lekerous,   savoury,    tempting  to 

gluttony,  216. 
Leland,  i. 

Lemes,  limbs,  members,  323. 
Lemmanys,  concubines,  156 ;  bi- 
shops have  severa],  73. 
Lene,  lend,  128. 
Lengest,  longest,  18. 
Lepers,  priest's  office  in  regard  to, 

343. 
Lepre,  leper,  leprosy,  67. 
Lerid,  learned,  243. 
Lesen,  lese,  lose,  18,  30 ;  lesynge, 

18. 
Lesewis,  pastures,  433. 
Lesyngis,  lies,  3. 
Lesyng  mongeris,  liars,  11,  125, 

268. 
Letten,  hinder,  3  ;  letti}?,  48 ;  let- 

tid,  56;  letting,  101. 
Lettede,   ceased,  refrained,   313 ; 

lettynge,  ceasing,  190. 
Lettris  of  fraternity,  4,  5,  12,  19, 

27,  160,  262,  353,  489. 
Leue!  an  exclamation  equivalent 

to  the  modem  dear!  probably 

short    for   *' Leue  God!"  454 

1.  11,  479  1.5. 
Leue,  gladly,  willingly,  333. 
Leuen,  live,  92;  leue^,  183;  leu- 

ynge,  33. 
Leuen,  leave  oflF,  neglect,  53,  70  ; 

leue>,  102. 
LeuefuUiche,  lawfully,  297. 
Leuy  (tribe  of),  230,  365. 
Lewid,   lay,   unlearned,    26,    77, 

238. 
Lewiderste,  most  ignorant,  409. 


Lewidly,  ignorantly,  289. 

Lewis  of  Bavaria,  xxxiii. 

Lichy,  like,  414. 

Lickenesse,  likeness,  19,  96 ;  com- 
parison, 319  ;  licnesse,  304. 

Licned,  likened,  97. 

Lije,  tell  lies,  333  ;  lije>,  36. 

Lien  on,  slander,  120. 

Liflode,  livelihood,  11,  18;  lijf- 
lode,  364 ;  lyfelode,  386. 

Lige,  liege,  16,  62. 

Lijtly,  easily,  481. 

Liynge,  laughing,  213,  517. 

Likerousnesse,  daintiness,  61. 

Liki}?  (used  impersonally),  hem 
liki>,  72,  91,  256. 

Lykynge,  pleasing,  14,  162. 

Likyngis,  delights,  34. 

Lymytacion,  restraint,  70. 

Lymyti)?,  appoints,  gives  a  mono- 
poly to,  331. 

Lyraytours,  friars  to  whom  was 
assigned  a  district  within  which 
they  weie  the  official  beggars  of 
the  Convent,  5. 

Lyms,  limbs,  109. 

Lyncolne  (Grossetete),  4,  11,  56, 
92,  112;  lyncolnyense,  385. 

Lynynge,  lending,  277. 

Liste,  impers.  please,  hem  liste,  12. 

Lystris,  298.  Teachers  or  lecturers 
on  Theology  in  a  monastery  or 
capitular  church.  (I  give  this 
with  doubt,  as  the  best  among 
the  many  meanings  of  "lector." 
Se^  Mr.  Skeat's  Note  to  Piers 
Plowman,  p.  112.) 

Litergi,  lethargy,  372. 

Litigiousness  of  prelates,  61,  87, 
436. 

Lytliche,  easily,  296. 

Lyue,  leave,  40. 

Lywynge,  living,  mode  of  life, 
124. 

Lok,  lock,  330. 

Loke,  look,  take  care,  38  ;  see  95, 
97. 
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Londis  la  we,  common  law,  132. 

Longi^,  belongs,  69. 

Lonynge,  lending  (or  begging  ?), 
167  ;  see  note,  p.  512. 

Loos,  loss,  16,  212. 

Lordeschipinge,  exercise  of  lord- 
ship, 385. 

Lordlynes,  lordliness,  384. 

Lords,  duty  of,  to  their  subjects, 
230,  239 ;  impoverished  by  en- 
dowment, 97,  285,  369;  im- 
prisoned for  helping  true  priests, 
79. 

Lordship.     See  Dominion. 

Lorel,  rascal,  191,  212,  214. 

Lorelschipe,  rascality,  156. 

Lore,  doctrine,  350 ;  loris,  38, 
303. 

Losinga,  Herbert,  503. 

Loue,  praise,  320,  line  4.  Cf. 
Dutch  fot'^.  I  believe  the  wofa 
is  not  used  in  this  sense  in  the 

w.  y. 

Louedaies,  courts  of  arbitration, 

172,  234,  242,  243,  512. 
Louse,  loose,  let  go,  310 ;  lousi]?, 

310;  loused,  328. 
Loute,  bow  down  to,  423,  460 ; 

loutid,  306. 
Lucifer,  2,  3,  15,  24. 
Luk,  St.,  146. 
Lumpis,  bodies,  societies,  6,  447, 

449,  491. 
Lustly,  pleasant,  411. 
Luther,  zz,  zlvi. 

Maad,  made,  2. 

Macamethe,  Mahomet,  301. 

Machabees,  468. 

Magdaleyne,  189,  205. 

Magnyficat,  169,  512. 

Magrey,.  unpleasantness,  misfor- 
tune, 465. 

Mahometans,  their  likness  to  the 
religious  orders,  301,  523. 

Mahound,  Mahomet,  99. 

Maydynhot,  maidenhood,  474. 


Maires,  mayors,  use  their  influence 

on  behalf  of  false  preachers,  26. 
Maistir  of  stories  (Petrus  Comes- 

tor),  2,  489. 
Maistns,    masters    (at    the    uni- 
versity), 6. 
Maistry,  mastery,  lordship,  421. 
Malachie,  363. 
Malcus,  Malchus,  382. 
Malencolious,     gloomy,     ill-tem- 
pered, 215. 
Maliss,  power  for  harm,  ill  effect, 

457 
Malle,  mallet,  351. 
Manas,  menace,  94,  99 ;   manass, 

417. 
Manas,    v.    threaten,     63,    234 ; 

manaaside,    461  ;    manasynge, 

37. 
Manere  for  ^e,  for  fashion's  sake, 

156. 
Manhede,  manhood,  167. 
Manly,  courteous,  65,  74. 
Manquelleris,  murderers,  10. 
Manquellyng,  homicide,  9. 
Mansleeris,  murderers,  56. 
Marc  (St.),  313. 

Marchaundise,  merchandize,  63. 
Marchauntis,   merchants,  22,  24 ; 

machauntis,  172. 
Margare,  Margaret  (St.),  205. 
Marie,  the  Yirgin,  21,  204. 
Marie  magdeleyne,  328 ;  maudelen, 

414. 
Market    betere,     frequenter     of 

markets,  242,  520. 
Markets,  should  not  be  held   on 

Sundays  or  holidays,  280. 
Marriiige    of   priests,     unlawful, 

474;    should    be    allowed,    7, 

100,  303,  504. 
Marrid,  marred,  329. 
Marsilio  of  Padua,  zzziii. 
Marteris  of  glotonye,  211. 
Massageris,  messengers,  106. 
Mass-books,    a    witness    to    the 

Gospel,  290. 
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Masse  pens,  money  paid  for  masses, 

160. 
Masses,  false  trust  in,    167,  318  ; 

said  by  bad  priests,  should  be 

avoided,  418. 
Matematik,  342. 
Matynes,  57,  112,  118,  177,  183, 

193;  mateyns,    418;  matynys, 

168;  metenes,  22;  matyoes  of 

our  lady,  191,  614. 
Matins,  obligation  of  saying,  193|, 

614. 
Matheu,  2. 
Mathy,  Matthias,  chosen  by  lot, 

452,  482. 
Manmetrie,  idolatry,  122,  279. 
Maum metis,  idols,  5,  67. 
Maundement,   commandment,    7, 

149. 
Measures,  false,  25,  185,  199. 
Meche,  much,  82,  296. 
Meddle,  mix,  442  ;  medlen,  297  ; 

meddlid,  456. 
Modes,  meadows,  10. 
Mode,  reward,  247. 
Medeful,  meritorious,  8,  83,  178 ; 

medefulli,  adv.  382. 
Meyne,  household,  followers,  32, 

81 ;  meynne,  102;  meynje,  365. 
Meynteneris,  supporters,  24. 
Meke,  v.  humble,  used  reflectively, 

mekehim=humblehimself,338. 
Mekerste,  most  humble,  460. 
Mekenesse,  humility,  4. 
Mendynauntis,   mendicants,    128, 

220. 
Mene,  suh,  mean,  midway,  140. 
Mene,  mediator,  409. 
Mene,  middle,  271 ;  menene,  278. 
Menely,  moderately,  31. 
Menours,  minors,  40. 
Mentile,  mantle,  475. 
Merchants,  their  tricks,  25,  185, 

238. 
Mercymentis,  amercements,   118, 

233. 
Merijt,  merit,  48. 


Meritorie,  meritorious,  264. 
Merken,  remark,  387. 
Meschef,  mischief,  91. 
Mesel,  leper,  205,  343,  377. 
Messager,  messenger,  58. 
Messis,  masses,  212. 
Measurably,  moderately,  433. 
Metenes,  mattins,  22. 
Meuen,  move,  245. 
Mychel,  much,  15;  mychil,  83. 
Midnight  rising  of  Religious,  133, 

317. 
My^ttis,  powers,  217. 
Mylneston  of  assis,  millstone  of  a 

mill  worked  by  an  ass,  61,  499. 
Mynging,  mixing,  475. 
Mynor,  the  minor  (proposition  in 

a  syllogism),  382. 
Mynstralis,  minstrels,  121. 
Miracles  not  proof  of  sanctity,  288, 

469 ;  false  stories  of,  94,  153. 
Miracle  plays,  429,  615,  530. 
Myschef,  misfortune,  discomfort, 

14;    myschif,   16;   myscheues, 

49 ;  myscheyf,  231. 
Myschefous,  miserable,  14. 
Mysese,  discomfort,  380. 
Myslyuyng,  evil  life,  4. 
Misse-liki)^,  displeases,  338. 
Myspeken,  speak  ill,  228. 
Myssaid,  reviled,  353. 
Missetaken,  taken  wrongfully,  344. 
Myster,  need,  409. 
Mystiliche,  mystically,  309 ;  mys- 

tely,  343. 
Mysty,  mystical,  344. 
Mytris,  mitres  (jewelled),  210. 
Moche,  much,  3 ;  mochel,  83. 
Moeblis,  moveable  goods,  445. 
Moyses,  Moses,  387. 
Moldwarpis,  moles,  89,95,147,502. 
Mone,  money,  331. 
Mone,  moon,  192,  267. 
Money  taken  out  of  the  country 

by  priests,  23,  92,  144,  223. 
Moneste,  admunish,  41 ;  moonest, 

44;  monestynge,  300. 
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Mone)?,  month,  69. 

Monks,  bound  to  maintain  them- 
selves by  labour,  136,  509  j 
ought  not  to  leave  the  cloister, 
449,  533. 

Monks  become  such  for  worldly 
goods,  61,  122;  their  many 
faults,  115,  et  seqq. 

Moo,  more,  8. 

Mootehallis,  legal  assemblies,  395. 

Moralis,  moral  laws,  285. 

Momynge,  mouroiug,  91. 

Momynge  abite,  garb  of  penitence, 

'    4. 

Mortal,  what  sin  is,  xxxvi,  338. 

Mortesid,  amortised,  123. 

Mor)7ere,  murder,  11. 

Mor]?erid,  murdered,  100. 

Mortuaries,  fines  due  from  pro- 
perty on  the  death  of  the  owner, 
224,  518. 

Morwe,  morrow,  204. 

Moste,  greatest,  174. 

Mot,  must,  50 ;  moten,  57. 

Motetis,  a  sort  of  Church  music, 
90.     See  note,  502. 

Mount,  so  called  from  moving, 
457. 

Mowen,  might,  69 ;  mowne,  26. 

Mowlid,  made  mouldy,  153. 

Muk,  muck,  5,  147.  A  favourite 
expression  of  Wyclif  for  riches. 

Musen,  consider,  wonder,  35. 

Mut,  must,  285. 

Naaman,  67,  377. 

Nakid,  mere,  35. 

Name,  reputation,  distinction,  2. 

Namely,  especially,    9,   20,  279  ; 

nameliche,  16. 
Wappi)^,  sleeps,  303. 
Naprye,  table  linen,  434. 
Ne,  nor,  3. 

Neden,  compel,  57 ;  nedid,  11,  41. 
Nedy  (should  probably  be  nedys), 
<     needs,  49. 
Kedles,  needlessly,  51. 


Neer,  nearer,  252,  289,  409. 

Neet,  cattle,  172. 

Neiejboris,  neighbours,  35 ;  nei^ 

bo)7eris,  73. 
Neynjre,  ninth,  12. 
Nemne,    r.    name,  nemyn,    465 ; 

nempnyd,  394. 
Nerehonde,  almost,  243. 
Ne]?eles,  nevertheless,  40. 
Nevill,  Lord,  impeached,  519. 
Nycete,  trifling,  167,  205. 
Nicodeme,   2 ;    nychodeme,   256, 

297. 
Nicodemus,  gospel  of,  256. 
Nye,  nigh,  389. 
Nyje,    high     (the    n  carried    on 

from  end  of  the  previous  word), 

336. 
Nigromansye,  necromancy,  429. 
Nyle,  do  not  (ne  wille  used  as  Lat. 

nol%)y  21. 
Nys,   is  not,   50,  78,  89,  149  (in 

all  these  cases  used  with  another 

negative  "  nys  not "). 
Nyse,   dainty,    fanciful,   trifling, 

23,  152. 
Noble,    a    gold    coin    worth  six 

shillings  and  eightpence,  183, 

514. 
Nobleie,     nobleness,    152,     194 ; 

nobeleie,  204;  nobley,  440. 
Noblemen,     keep   up    bands     of 

ruffians,  243. 
Noye)?,  hurts,  307. 
Noyose,  hurtful,  315. 
Noon,    None,    the    fifth    of  the 

Canonical  hour«,  41. 
Noon,  none,  not  one,  19,  23. 
Norischen,   to  nourish,     support, 

encourage,  6,  24 ;  norschej^,  42. 
Norisses,  nurses,  182. 
Norwich,  bishop  of,  152,  502. 
Not,  nought,  216. 
Not,  knows  not  (ne  wit),  333. 
Notaries,  used  to  take  down  false 

witness  against  preachers,  74. 
Noteful,  needful,  343. 
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l^ottis,  nuts,  given  as  presents  by 

friars,  12. 
Novelries,  novelties,   50 ;   nowel- 

ries,  94. 
Nowarde  to  hem,  they  do  not  care, 

24. 
JSTurschid,  nourished,  421. 

0,  one  19. 

Oaths,  enforced  needlessly,  253. 
Obedience,  civil,  xxxvii,  229,  519. 
Obedience    to  prelates,  limits  of, 

29,  31,  131,  416. 
Obesche,      obeche,      obey,     29  ; 

obiche,  90 ;  obliche,  probably  a 

mistake  for  obeiche,  43. 
Oblischen,   bind,    335;    oblishid, 

oblishyng:,  298. 
Ockham,  William  of,  iii,  xxxiii. 
Odo  (de   Sheritona?),   374,  399, 

527. 
Of,  by,  78,  89. 
Of  hard,  hardly,  297. 
Oil,  consecration  of,  69,  500. 
Omnis     utriusque     sexus,      The 

bull,  329,  524. 
On,  one,  21 ;  oone,  50;  oon,  293. 
Onehed,  unity,  429. 
Onest,  honourable,  411. 
Onys,  once,  6  ;  oonys,  372. 
Onoon,  anon,  102. 
Onsuerede,  answered,  299. 
Oonliche,  only,  310. 
Oost,  host,  63,  291. 
Ope,  hope,  65,  159. 
Opyn,  public,  well  known,  287. 
Opyn,  openly,  publicly,  34. 
Or,  ere,  before,  166. 
Ora  pro  nobis,  sung  in  procession 

through  the  streets,  133,  176. 
Orble,  horrible,  233. 
Ordeynen,  appoint,  5  ;  ordend,  388. 
Ordeynyngis,  oriinances,  57. 
Orders,  jealousies  between,  310, 

523. 
Ordination  fees,  166,  393;  bribes 

given  to  avoid  examination,  166. 


Ordynal  of  Salusbury,  170,  193. 
Orgene,   organs,    77 ;   orgen   91 ; 

orgon,  191. 
Orible,  horrible,  59,  130. 
Origene,  373,  398. 
Orphans  cheated  by  monks  and 

friars,   130. 
Ose,  Hosea,  383. 
Oste,  host,  345. 
Osteleris,  innkeepers,  181. 
Ostia,  Cardinal  of,  47,  498. 
0]?er,  either,  78. 
Ouer,  besides,  460. 
Ouermost,  uppermost,  340. 
Oumementis,  ornaments,  393. 
Outlawid,  driven  out,  116. 
Outtake,  except,  54;  outaki^,  130. 
Outwittis,  senses,  291. 
Owen,  own,  3. 
Owen,  ought,  20;  owi^,  11. 
Oxneford,    427  ;  course  of  study 

there,  ii;    university   supports 

Wyclif,  xxvi,  et  sq. 

Pagyn,  pageant,  206.  With  the 
secondary  sense  of  an  acted 
trick,  99.     See  note  on  p.  515. 

**  In  the  word  pageant  the  final  t  is 
unoriginal,  as  in  ancient  and  tyrant ; 
the  deriTation  is  from  the  Low  Latin 
pagina^  fullj  Touched  for  by  the  notes 
in  the  Promptorium  Parvulonun, 
meaning  a  scaffold  for  the  acting  of 
miracle  plays." —  Prom  a  notice  of 
some  remarks  made  by  Prof.  Skeat 
at  the  Cambridge  Philological  Society, 
Academy,  Dec.  27,  1879. 

Payed  of,  satisfied  with,  432. 

Paynymes,  pagans,  29,  184. 

Paleis,  palaces,  14,  129 ;  paleicis, 
221 ;  paleises,  14. 

Pans,  pence,  36. 

Panter,  snare,  80,  193,  205. 

Parceyued,  perceived,  10. 

Pardoneris,  distributors  of  indul- 
gences, 73,  150,  154,  175,  511. 

Pardons,  indulgences,  5 ;  useless 
if  sold,  66. 
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ParischeneSy  parishioners,  9,  16, 
76,146,436;  paries  (or  parish?), 
418. 

Parish  churches  rained  by  appro- 
priation, 223 ;  by  the  competi- 
tion of  the  friars,  14,  322,  448. 

Parysiensis,  399,  529. 

Park  breaking,  98,  503. 

Parliament,  debate  in,  reported  by 
VVyclif,  vi ;  Wyclif  present  in, 
viin. 

Parsener,  partner,  421. 

Parsones,  parish  priests,  76. 

Parte,  divide,  share,  14  ;  partid, 
316. 

Partynge,  distribution,  134,  175. 

Party neris,  sharers,  81. 

Passen,  exceed,  surpass,  66,  88. 

Passyngly,  exceedingly,  342. 

Pastors,  what  they  should  be, 
438 

Pater  noster,  16,  176,  320,  421 ; 
tract  on,  198. 

Pater  noster,  the  best  prayer,  320. 
509  ;  taught  in  English  by 
friars,  429. 

Pateshull,  William,  an  escaped 
friar,  507. 

Paul,  an  exception  among  the 
Pharisees,  2,  294,  297;  ap- 
pealed to  CfiBsar,  241,  520. 

Paul  withstood  Peter,  292. 

Pecock,  Bishop,  385. 

Pedderis,  pedlars,  12. 

Pees,  peace,  1 8. 

Peiere,  make  worse,  injure,  181, 
1 94,  250 ;  peyrynge,  365  ;  pei- 
rid,  paired,  102 ;  perid,  32 ; 
peierid,  186. 

Peyne,  pain,  penalty,  24,  56 ; 
peyny,  339. 

Peyned,  punished,  11. 

Peyneful,  laborious,  124. 

Peynted,  false,  hypocritical,  271. 

Peisble,  peaceable,  41 

Pellure,  fur,  12,  92,  148;  pelure, 
121  ;  peluris,  127. 


Penance,  false,  25,  160;  arbitrary, 

333 ;  danger  of  money  penance, 

334. 
Penoions,  annual  payments  out  of 

the  tithe   or  endowment,   97, 

503. 
Peny,  penny,  ]?e  peny,  used  for 

money  generally,  67. 
Peny  clerkis,  account  keepers,  78, 

246. 
Pens,  pence,.  69.         ^ 
Percy,  Lord  Henry,  x. 
Pere,  peer,  equal,  47 ;  peris,  183. 
Peris,  pears,  12. 
Perfit,  perfect.  2 ;  perfitere,  269  ; 

perfiteste,  157. 
Perfitly,  perfectly,  3. 
Perilousere,  more  perilous,  31. 
Perjury,  prelates  claim  sole  right 

to  punish,  213 ;  at  as.'^izes,  278. 
Perpetual  £dm8=endowment,  12, 

384,  385,  388,  392,  476. 
Perpetuald,  perpetuated,  477. 
Perpetuities,  Christ  only  can  or- 
dain, 478. 
Perquisitiuys,  perquisites,  393. 
Perische,  pierce,  348  ;  persi^,  288. 
Persecution  of  true  priests,  5,  130, 

177,  237,  279,  334;  to  death, 

9,  16,  87,  88,  94,  119,  134,  369. 
Personalities,  wrong,  298;  avoided 

by  Wyclif,  263. 
Persones,  parsons,  395. 
Pesablo,  peaceable,  371. 
Pese,  V.  patch,  41. 
Pestilences,  1 77 , 5 1 3 ;  philosophers' 

aqcount  of,  307. 
Petir,  34,  38. 
Peter  was    Christ's  vicar,    460 ; 

lodged  humbly  at  a  currier's, 

471 ;  his  repentance,  381 ;  called 

Satan,  145,  410,  471. 
Petrus  Comestor,  489. 
Pharaoo,  215;  pharao,  373,  444. 
Pharisees,  religious  orders  like,  2, 

27,  312. 
Philemon,  414. 
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Physio  made  an  occasion  of  adul- 
tery, 10,  224,  492. 
Picchid,  pitched,  fixed,  307,  480. 
Piers  Plowman,  492,  493,    495, 

518,  528,  532,  533. 
Pierce  the  Ploughman's    Crede, 

490,  523. 
Pies,  magpies,  194. 
Pilat,  241,  290;   pilatis  not  pre- 

latis,  63. 
Pile,     rob,    300;      piled,      118; 

piliynge,  88;  piling,  417. 
Pilgromage,  7,  103,    279,    343. 
Pyned,  punished,  213. 
Pipe  nvi^  an  yuy  lefe,  372. 
Pistles,  epistles,  101 ;  pistlis,  157. 
Pite,  pity,  129. 
Pitee,  piety,  228,  304. 
Placebo,  vespers  in  the  office  for 

the  dead,  57,  177,  191,  494; 

placeboes,  15. 
Placis,    mansions,   14.     See   Mr. 

Skeat's  note  on  Piers  Plowman, 

xiii,  246. 
Plate,   extravagance  in,   60^   92, 

279,  434. 
Plede,  go  to  law,  24,  66. 
Pledynge,     litigation,    93,     122; 

pletynge,  123,  373. 
Plee,  lawsuit,  litigation,  60,  61, 

116,  123,  146. 
Pleien,  play,  99. 
Pleies,  amusements,   6,  23,  152; 

pley,  mystery  play  (of  York), 

429. 
Pleyne]?,    complains,     38,    234  ; 

refl.  plene  hem,  388. 
Pleynt,  complaint,  308. 
Plenerly,  fully,  50,  104,  126. 
Plentifousli,  plentifully,  3;  plen- 

teuonsly,  68. 
Plesance,  pleasure,  369. 
Plesandeli,    pleasingly,    3 ;    ple- 

saunly,  288. 
Plesaunt,  pleasing,  16. 
Pluralities  sometimes    allowable, 

432. 


Poeuere,  poor,  195. 

Poynt  devyse  at,  exact,  complete, 
329. 

Pojrntis,  (?)  appointments,  250. 

Poisies,  poems  (preached),  124. 

Polychronicon,  391, 

Pond,  pounds,  82 ;  pondis,  100. 

Ponderen,  consider  (?),  it  seems 
rather  to  bear  the  meaning  of 
pretend,  486. 

Ponysche,  35,  67. 

Pontificals,  books  containing  pray- 
ers and  ritual  directions  for 
Bishops,  especially  those  needed 
in  exercising  the  offices  reserved 
to  the  Episcopal  order,  480. 

Poondis,  inclosures,  421. 

Popes.  8ee  Urban  V.,  Urban  VI., 
Gregory  XI.,  Clement  VII. 

Pope,  Wyclifs  views  as  to,  xv; 
meaning  of  the  word,  471,  534, 
fallibility  of,  425,  461 ;  is  anti- 
christ, 89,  457,  462. 

Poralis,  poor  people,  14. 

Porerste,  poorest,  460. 

Porfirie,  447,  533. 

Portos,  portable  breviaries  (port- 
hors) ;  Lat.  pcriiforium :  "  liber 
quem  portat  foras  sacerdos." — 
Int.  to  Sarum  Breviary. 

Possessioners,  endowed  clergy,  1 1 , 
116,  etseqq.,  506. 

Possidonye,  118,  506. 

Postlis,  apostles,  55,  462. 

Potestatis,  rulers,  181,  229. 

Pouert,  poverty,  5. 

Poverty,  as  professed  by  monks 
and  friars,  490. 

Poul,  2,  6,  19,  34,  241,  297. 

Pray,  prey,  123. 

Prayer,  effective  according  to  the 
good  life  of  him  who  prays,  117, 
169,  238,  274;  of  the  elect, 
77;  special,  16,  27,  134,  320, 
509. 

Prayer,  good  life  the  best,  76,  190, 
321. 

36 
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Prayer  not  the  special  work  of  a 
curate,  464. 

PravelegicB,  139;  pratylegies,  482 
(probably  spelt  thus  to  suggest 
a  connexion  with  pratus). 

Preaching,  a  priest's  best  work, 
111,  189,  441;  frivolous,  see 
Chronicles,  Yerses;  license  re- 
quired for,  57,  70,  85,  105. 

Predestinate,  Church  consists  only 
of,  78,  198,  501,  515. 

Predestination,  108,  111. 

Prefe,  proof,  384. 

Preie,  pray,  77 ;  preied,  14 ;  prei- 
ynge,  6. 

Preire,  prayer,  42. 

Preisen,  praise,  70 ;  preisynge,  66. 

Prelates  appointed  by  simony,  64 ; 
their  vices,  73 ;  their  extrava- 
gance, 88;  they  are  dumb  dogs, 
104 ;  too  fat  to  preach,  445. 

Prelates,  jurisdiction  of,  35,  213, 
496,  517. 

Prentis,  apprentices,  11, 185,  238. 

Presents  given  to  men  of  influence, 
129,  508. 

Presonen,  imprison,  211. 

Presthold,  priesthood,  78;  prestod, 
58,  88. 

Preue,  priry,  17,  104;  preuei,  5. 

Preuely,  secretly,  89. 

Preuyte,  secrets,  10;  preuytes, 
46. 

Prickid,  choked  with  thorns,  443. 

Priests  bound  to  preach,  58,  178; 
abuses  prevalent  among,  166, 
et  seqq. ;  are  too  numerous,  173, 
512. 

Priests  take  service  with  lords,  65, 
168,  242,  247,  394. 

Priests,  poor,  institution  of,  xvi ; 
charged  with  causing  disturb- 
ance, 27,  29,  138,  229,  264. 

Prikynge,  riding  fast,  hasteniug, 
24. 

Prime,  one  of  the  Canonical  Hours 
due  at  6  a.k.,  41. 


Principalite,  rule,  327. 
Prynte,  impress,  473. 
Pris,  price,  21,  70. 
Prisone,  imprison,  79;  prisoned,  79. 
Privileges  exempting  from   resi- 
dence, 424. 
Priuetees,   book   of,    Apocalypse, 

309. 
Priuynge,  depriving,  267. 
Processe,  continuance,  64;  argu- 
ment, statement,  367. 
Procurasies,  procuration  fees,  sums 
payable  to  bishops  or  archdeacons 
at  visitations,  92,  249,  456. 
Procuratours,  proctors,  agents,  9, 
60,  70,  91,  139;  proctours,  279. 
ProfF,  proof,  70. 

Profitere,  more  profitable  (?)  (most 
likely  a  mistake  of  the  sciibe 
for  perfitere),  269. 
Profren,  proffer,  18. 
Propre,  property,  40,  478  ;  have 
in  propre=:po86ess  as  one's  own, 
461. 
Propre,  own,  private,  49. 
Proprely,  as  private  property,  49. 
Proprete,  ownership,  49. 
Proprid,   appropriated,    49,    817, 

353. 
Propring,  appropriating,  421. 
Prouendns,  prebends,  419. 
Proues,  proofs,  290. 
Proverbs  and  Proverbial  Expres- 
sions : — 
Putten  a  veyn  bom  in  his  feet, 

50. 
Swyn  in  feen,  62,  156,  217. 
Charite  schuld  bigyne-at  hem- 
self,  78. 
Give  a  goose  and  charge  for  the 

garlic,  82. 
pe  fox   feyne^  hym  dede   til 
briddis  comen  to  his  tounge, 
123, 
Beren  J^e  baner,  130. 
He  )at  handli]?   pich  schal  be 
foulid  J'erof,  218. 
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Wi>  hook  or  wij?  crok,  250. 

Doggis  in  a  poke,  319. 

Yuel  frute  witnessi]?  yuel  rote^ 
331. 

Go  pipe  wij?  an  yuy  lefe,  372. 

Gabriel  Bcnal  blow  bis  borne, 
382. 

At  racke  and  at  manger,  435. 

Fieb  out  of  water,  449. 
Prou7ncial8(m7nyBtris),  officials  of 

tbe  Franciscan  order,  40. 
Pseado,  pretender,  bypocrite,  296, 

308,  479. 
Puppliscbe,  publish,  290. 
Pnrcbasen,  acquire,  131. 
Purgatory,  201. 
Purgatory,  Pope  ought  to  empty, 

81,  501. 
Pursuen,  persecute,  5,  35,  44,  87; 

pursuynge,  22,  24,  87. 
Pnrsueris,  persecutors,  138. 
Pursuyt,  persecution,  5,  44. 
Purtenance,  belongings,  370. 
Purvey,  John,  141,  510. 
Purviance,  provision,  387. 
Putrie,  whoredom,  10. 
Putten  on,  charge  with,  slander, 

19. 

Queer,  choir,  192,  319. 
Queynte,  cunning,  212;  queyntely, 

cunningly,  144,  477. 
Queyntise,  cunning,  20;   queyn- 

tises,  tricks,  218. 
Quekenyd,  quickened,  made  alive, 

131. 
Quellyng,  killing,  77. 
Queste,  legal  inquiry,  182,  278, 

290. 
Qwestyons,  book  of  (Augustine's), 

quoted,  362,  375. 
Quyenals,  masses  said  for  the  dead 

during  five  years,  66. 
Quik,   living,    246;    quyke,    96; 

quic,  477. 
Quiken,  make  alive,  319,  452. 
Quiten,  repay,  requite,  173,  215. 


Bayme^,  robs,  185.  See'M.r,  Skeat's 

Notes  to  Piers  PL,  p.  275. 
Raphael,  201. 
Eatellen,  chatter,  274. 
Eaunge — seyn  a  more  raunge= 

speak  at  greater  length,  332. 
Eaunsonyd,  ransomed,  66. 
Realte,  royalty,  high  state,  14. 
Bebellion  of  1381,  xxvi,  226,  495, 

502. 
Rebelte,  rebellion,  31,  75,  86, 109, 

229. 
Recerven,  reserve,  98. 
Rechelesnes,  carelessness,  392. 
Recke,  v.  care,  44,  151 ;  reckilr, 

143. 
Redi,  ready,  24. 
Reeaumus,  realms,  305. 
Refreynen,     restrain,    207  ;    re- 

freyned,  278. 
Regalie,  kingly  rights,  130,  279, 

280,  292. 
Regnen,  reign,  68;  regnede,  481. 
Reisen,  raise,  185. 
Rekennynge,  reckoning,  33. 
Relekis,  relics,  false,  154. 
Releue,  lift  up,  raise,  58. 
Religion,  monastic  profession,  7. 
Religious,  regular  priests,  monks, 

friars,  etc.,  2. 
Renewelid,  renewed,  314. 
Rennen,  run,  22,  30;  renne]?,  100; 

rennynge,  31. 
Renneris,  runners,  23. 
Rennue,  increase,  profit,  320. 
Rents  for  sin,  184,  214. 
Repyndon,  Philip,  xxvii,  xzviii, 

xxix. 
Represente,  present,  47. 
Repreuen,  reprove,  9;   convince, 

30. 
Reprof,  disgrace,  23. 
Reproof  often  a  duty,  55,  292, 

296,  313 ;  should  be  welcomed, 

293. 
Resceynen,  receive^  97 ;  resseyued- 

en,  469;  ressayuyng,  377. 
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Reste,  quiet,  132;  leisure,  172.  " 

Bette,  repute,  reckon,  357. 

Eeuen,  rob,  15,  291. 

Beuers,  plunderers,  243. 

Eeuersi]?,  for  resists,  286,  522. 

Eeues,  bailiffs,  195. 

Eeule,  f .  rule,  23. 

Reulis,  rules,  7,  120;  rewel,  300. 

Reward,  regard,  21,  36,  96. 

Rewleliche,  regularly,  317. 

Rewme,  realm,  23. 

Rhymes  out  of  place  in  sermons, 

124,  438. 
Rialte,  royalty,  379. 
Ribaudrie,  ribaldry,  204. 
Richard  (Fitz-ralph),  primate   of 

Ireland,  128,  507. 
Richessis,  riches,  16,  24. 
Riching,  enriching,  445. 
Richmond,  i. 
Rigge,     Chancellor     of    Oxford, 

xxviii,  xxix. 
Ri^twisnesse,  righteousness,  29. 
Rikene,  reckon,  425. 
Ritual,  novelties  in,  162. 
Robert  grosted,    56,    123,    145, 

224. 
Robes,  given  to  lawyers,  235. 
Rochester,  bishop  of,  xii. 
Rohrbacher,  xxxiv. 
Rome,  23,  102. 
Rome,  Court  of,  at  enmity  with 

England,  92;  nest  of  Antichrist, 

446. 
Rome,    pilgrimage  to,   66,    343; 

corruptioQ  at,  23,  66,  93. 
Rome-rcDuers,  agents  at  tiie  Papal 

Court,  23,  494. 
Rote,     root,     173;    rotid,    131; 

rotynge,  201,  256. 
Rote,  rot,  408. 
Roten,  rotten  (used  most  often  as 

a  term  of  contempt,  for  corrupt, 

worthless),  19,  72. 
Roune,  whisper,    343;  rownyng, 

100,  328,  336. 
Bownyngly,  whisperingly,  328. 


Rudenesse,  ignorance,  291. 

Saad,  steadfast,  21 ;  sadde,  79. 

Saaf,  safe,  36,  107. 

Sacchis,  sacks,  41. 

Sacraments,  new,  253. 

Sacrament,  what  it  is,  341 ;  con- 
fession not  a,  341. 

Sacrament,  affected  by  the  worthi- 
ness of  the  priest,  102,  287, 
522. 

Sacraments,  too  many,  244,  253. 

Sacrament  of  Lord's  Supper.  Se^ 
Host. 

Sacre,  consecrate,  480 ;  sacrid, 
465. 

Sacrynge  of  orders,  ordination, 
393. 

Sadnesse,  steadiness,  198. 

Saduces,  2. 

St.  Amour,  William  of,  489. 

Saints,  prayer  to,  xlii ;  merits  of, 
xix,  83. 

Saints,  not  always  safe  models, 
288,  382,  451 ;  some  cited  as 
examples,  205. 

Salisbury  Ordinal,  170,  192. 

Salomon,  8,  45,  76,  190,  231, 
291,  365  ;  Samon,  231  ;  de- 
posed and  appointed  high 
priests,  241. 

Salvation,  our  own,  a  matter  of 
hope^  350. 

Samary,  Samaria,  415. 

Sanctuary,  abuse  of,  134,  280. 

Sanctus,  chanted  to  fanciful  muaic, 
169. 

Saracenes,  Saracens,  456;  saras- 
yns,  45 ;  sarsyn,  74,  98 ;  adul- 
terate Christ  8  law  like  the 
Pope,  456. 

Saruandis,  servants,  362. 

Satanas,  3,  48,  87,  313 ;  nn- 
bounden,  3,  48,  89,  328,  382, 
357,  498. 

Satrap,  a  worldly  prelate,  7,  491. 

Sauoure,  know,  95. 
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Sautir,  psalter,  41,  156. 

Scala  Cell,  a  chapel  near  Borne, 

102,  504. 
Scarioth   (Judas),   Isoariot,    319, 

409,  461,  477;  sharioth,  296; 

sohariotis,  330 ;  applied  to  the 

friar's  bag-bearer,  49,  498. 
Scars,  sparing,  316,  473. 
Scarsly,  sparingly,  300. 
Scarste,  scarcity,  364. 
Scewib,  shews,  148. 
Schaak,  shake,  291. 
SchamefastenesB,  modesty,  204. 
Schapellis,  chapels,  194. 
Schapen,  made,  352. 
Scharpliest,  most  sharply,  67. 
Schaueldours,  idle  wanderers,  va- 
gabonds, 249. 
Scheld,  shield,  261,  347  ;  sohildis, 

155. 
Schepe,  sheep,  32;  schep,  172. 
Schepeherde,  shepherd,  238;  schip- 

ard,  374. 
Schepische,  simple,  silly,  212. 
Schism,  Great,  zv,  xyiii,  19,  461. 

533. 
Schitte,  shut,  272. 
Schon,  shoes,  41. 
Schrewid,  wicked,  216. 
Schrewidnesse,    wickedness,    17, 

211. 
Science,  Wydif  s  studies  in,  ii. 
Sclaundren,   slander,   5 ;    sclaun- 

drynge,  18 ;  oflEend,  scandalize, 

168. 
Sdandris,  slanders,  22. 
Sclaunderis,  slanderers,  14. 
Schulden,  should,  1 1 ;  schullen,  5. 
Scole,  uniyersity,  10,  156,  428. 
Soots,  stratagem  played  by,  99, 

504. 
Scripture,  how  to  be  interpreted, 

10,  89,  266,  343. 
Sect,  a,  what  it  is,  301. 
Seculeris,  laymen,  31. 
Seculerte,  lay  rule,  385. 
Sege,  throne,  230. 


Seie,  say,  82;  seyn,  5;  seist,  285; 

sei]7e,  29 ;  seiynge,  3. 
Sey,  saw,  118. 
Seit,  set,  74 ;  seeit,  174. 
Seyntiwarye,  sanctuary,  280. 
Seke,  ask,  56. 
Selde,  sold,  67,  97. 
Selis,  seals,  66. 

Semen,    seem,    148;   seme}?,    be- 
seems, becomes,  46. 
Sen  age,  synodals,  a  tax  paid  to 

the  bishop  by  clergy  coming  to 

the  yearly  synod,  456. 
Sengle,  single,  unmarried,  73. 
Seniours,  elders,  used  apparently 

as  equivalent  to  priests,  303. 
Senses,  the  five,  tempt  to  sin,  216. 
Sensuris,  censures,  286. 
ScDtence,  meaning,  201. 
Serabites,  monks  not  under  a  rule, 

12;  and  note,  493. 
Serfdom,  unjustly  enforced,  226, 

234,  520;  serfs  held  by  clergy, 

385. 
Sermonyalis,  ceremonial  laws,  285. 
Seremonyes,      ceremonies,     93  ; 

serymonyes,  276. 
Seruage,   serfdom,  bondage,  122, 

228,  450. 
Servants,  duty  of,  227. 
Seruen  of,  use,  make  use  of,  79. 
Seruese,  service,  285. 
Seruyces,  conditions  of  tenure,  26. 
Settyng,  assessment,  103. 
Seue,    follow,    30;    sewe,    105; 

sewyng,  299. 
Seurerly,  securely,  333. 
Shapen,  devise,  318. 
Shaualdours,      idle      wanderers, 

vagabonds,  210;  schaueldours, 

249. 
Shende,  put  to  shame,  318. 
Shewide  it  out,  gave  distinction  to 

it,  470. 
Shitte>,  shuts,  67. 
Shoop,  made,  419. 
Shroof,  pwf.  of  shrive,  329. 
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Sib,  akin,  437 ;  sibbe,  95. 

Siche,  each,  74. 

Sychdn,  such  an  one,  47. 

Siynge,  sifting,  100. 

Sik,  sick,  46. 

Sike,  search  into,  231. 

Siker,    sure,   safe,  2,    21 ;   einnp, 

sikerere,  118. 
Sikyrly,  surely,  19. 
Sikeren,  assure,  129. 
Sikemesse,  certainty,  security,  32, 

119. 
Sille,  sell,  13;  sillynge,  35. 
Sillere,  seller,  90. 
Siluerene,  of  silver,  6. 
Siluestre,  Sylvester  (Pope),  xxxix, 

377,  378,  380,  381,  445,  475, 

527. 
Symon  Magus,  67,  378. 
Symonient,    a   person    guilty    of 

simony,  23,  26,  64,  241,  378. 
Simony,  its  prevalence,  64,   166, 

237, 245, 248 ;  definition  of,  377. 
Symonynge,  summoning,  30. 
Sin,  mortal  and  venial,  xxzyi,  338. 
Sin,  a  negation,  286,  522. 
Synage,  synodals,  249.     See  Se- 

nage. 
Singuler,     individual     (synguler 

wille=the  will  of  one  person), 

82. 
Synguleris,  individuals,  447. 
Sin  rents,  33,  35,  62,  72,  97,  156, 

184,  213,  237,  249,  276,  280, 

435,  496. 
Sire,  prefixed  as  title  to  a  priest's 

name,  192. 
Sisouris,  holders  of  assize  (or  jury- 
men ?),  234. 
SiJ,  si)?en,  si^}^e,  since,  8. 
Skil,  reason,  36,47,66;  skyle,481. 
Skileful,  reasonable,  432,  454. 
Skilefuly,  reasonably,  410. 
Skochen,  escutcheon,  99. 
Slee,slay,  8;  sleen,  12;  slee]?,  270. 
Sleeris,  slayers,  151. 
Sleijtte,  trick,  199. , 


Sleu>e,  sloth,  159 ;  sloujte,  200. 

Slyh,  sly,  321. 

Slitterede,  slashed,  or  cat  in  tags 

and  streamers,  121. 
Smacchen,  smack,  taste,  299,  318. 
Smale  brekynge,  fancifiil  or  florid 

music,  191. 
Smyttid,  stained,  352,  436,  446. 
Snybbe,  reprove,  297,  313;  snyb- 

bynge,  127,  292. 
Socialist  teaching,  a  heresy,  227. 
Sodeyne,  sudden,  214. 
Sodom,  248,  251.  • 
Sodomy  among  friars,  6. 
Soget,  subject,  44. 
Soiome,  sojourn,  14;  soiouren,  129. 
Sokun,  sucked,  441. 
Soler,  an  upper  room,  380,  528. 
Solomon  deposed  a  high  priest, 

241. 
Somenonr,  summoner,  457. 
Someres  gamenes,  games  played  at 

Midsummer  revels,   246.      Cf. 

Piers  Plowman,   viii.   22,  and 

Mr.  Skeat's  note,  p.  137, 
Somone,   summon,   79,    146;  so- 

mene,     357  ;    somoned,    178  ; 

somnyd,   250  ;  sompned,    151 ; 

somonynge,  31. 
Sond,  sound,  38. 
Sonde,  sending  (sonde  of  ^e  holy 

goost),  292. 
Sone,  SOB,  21. 

Sonere,  sooner,  240 ;  sonner,  372. 
Song,  New,  76,  116,  162,   253; 

hides  the  words,  169, 177, 191 ; 

gives  headache,  191. 
Songen,  sung,  191. 
Sophymes,  sophisms,  6. 
Sore,  severely,  89. 
,So^,  sooth,  truth,  3  ;  so]7e,  85. 
So)li,  truly,  20  ;    so]7eliche,  302. 
Sotil,  subtle,  cunning,  9. 
Soteltees,  tricks,  deceits,  20,  25. 
Soudyoures,  soldiers  (used  in  its 

original  sense  of  men  paid  to 

fight),  368. 
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Soudon,  soldan,  sultan,  98. 
Souereyns,  rulers,  73. 
Souereynly,  supremely,  20. 
Sou^t,  looked  into,  studied,  23. 
Sounen,  tend,  306,  443;  sounes, 

353. 
Sourdow,     leaven,    2;    sourdou, 

299. 
Soutere,  cobbler,  425. 
Spain  claimed  as  subject  to  the 

Popes,  xxxiii. 
Sparwis,  sparrows,  21. 
Spede,  help,  43,  66;  spedi)?,  449; 

sped,  23. 
Spedy,  helpful,  42 ;  spedefiil,  43. 
Spedly,  energetically,  247. 
Spenser,  dispenser  (of  alms  or  pro- 
visions), 413. 
Spensis,  expense,  1 86. 
Sperid,  fastened,  34 1». 
Spices,  species,  kinds,  72. 
Spicerie,  spices,  8. 
Spiritual  Franciscans,  39,  51. 
Spiritualte,  spiritualty  (tithes  and 

offerings  as  distinguished  from 

endowments),  276. 
Spouse  brekeris,  adulterers,  205. 
Spreswell,  i. 
Spuyng,  vomit,  25. 
Spuyle,  rob,  425 ;  spuyling,  417. 
Squeyeres,  attendants,  148. 
Stably,  firmly,  75. 
Slablynge,  confirming,  229. 
Staciones  of  Home,  80,  501. 
Stade,  state,  391. 
Statis,  conditions,  ranks,  25. 
Staat,  stead  (in  stant  of),  57. 
Stede,  place,  55,  480. 
Steying,  ascension,  448,  468. 
Stelle,  steal,  280. 
Store,  stir,  9;  steri)?,    27;  ster- 

ynge,  17. 
Sterynge,  impulse,  131 ;  stiryngis, 

200. 
Sterns,  stars,  113. 
Steruen,  die,  14,  217. 
Steuene,  Stephen  (St.),  110,  207. 


Stewards,  oppress  tenants,  239. 

Slide,  place,  318. 

Stie^,  rises,  191 ;  stijen,  136. 

Stif,  strong,  317. 

Styfly,  strongly,  obstinately,  71, 
270. 

Stildde,  stabbed,  475. 

Stille,  silent,  112. 

Styngynge,  stinking,  166. 

Stiward,  steward,  129  ;  stiwardis, 
13,  239. 

Stok,  stock  or  stem  of  a  tree, 
hence  any  log  of  wood ;  applied 
to  images,  7,  67. 

Stokes,  Peter,  xxvii. 

Stokune,  fastened,  341. 

Stond,  stand,  24 ;  stondi}?,  con- 
sists, 76 ;  stod,  78. 

Stonde  at  here  will=be  at  their 
mercy,  184. 

Strecche,  stretch,  435. 

Strecte,  strict,  129 ;  streit,  132. 

Streytly,  strictly,  285  ;  streyt- 
liche,  322. 

Streyne,  constrain,  421. 

Strengyed,  strengthened,  23. 

Stressid,  distressed  upon,  234.* 

Striers,  destroyers,  128. 

Stroie)?,  destroys,  83  ;  stryed,  467. 

Strong,  strict,  103. 

Study,  leave  of  absence  for,  244, 
250;  abused,  156. 

Studie,  apparently  used  for  pre- 
tence, 98. 

Studier,  student,  380. 

Subarbis,  suburbs,  364. 

Subsidies,  unfairly  levied  by  pre- 
lates, 103. 

Sudbury,  Simon,  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  x,  xxv. 

Sue,  Buen,  follow,  17,  99;  swen, 
374;  sueden,  112;  snyden,  481 ; 
suynge,  99. 

Suerere,  swearer,  242. 

Suffragans,  assistant  bishops ; 
bishops  in  partibus  act  as,  225. 

Suffrage,  help,  303. 
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Suget,  subject,  19. 

SoUeo,  shall,  78. 

Sumdel,  somewhat,  266 ;  samdele, 

379. 
Summen,  some  men,  461. 
Sumned,  summoned,  69. 
Sunnest,  soonest,  23. 
Sunday,  observance  of,  280. 
Suren  of,  assure  against,  14. 
Susanne,  74 ;  sussanne,  205. 
Suspect,  suspected,  part.    2,   33 ; 

causing  suspicions,  44. 
Suster,  sister,  205 ;  sustris,  12. 
Sutere,  follower,  292. 
Swearing,  profane,  60,  120,  139, 

151,  206,216,  233,    278,   499; 

by  priests  or  monks,  120,  170. 
Swerd,  sword,  109;  swerid,  216. 
Swet,  sweat,  51;  swoot,  73. 
Swyn  in  >e  fen,  156,  217. 
Swybune  (St.),  382. 
Swolwyng,  swallowing,  100,  172; 

swelwynge,  123. 
Swolwis;  whirlpools,  97. 

Tables,  backgammon,  152, 168,259. 

Taliage,  taxation,  229,  456; 
talHage,  144. 

Tally-sticks,  233,  519. 

Talow,  tallow,  104. 

Takyt,  take  it,  21. 

Tapitis,  carpets,  246. 

Tarien,  delay,  hinder,  184,  428; 
taried,  253. 

Taterynge,  gabbling,  192. 

Tatrid,  cut  in  streamers,  148;  cf. 
robes  made  of  scredes,  "Wright's 
Pol.  Poems,  ii.  252. 

Tavems,  priests  frequent,  23, 

Tauten,  taught,  235. 

Taxes,  heavy,  144,  233,  510. 

Taxes,  clergy  claim  exemption 
from  86,  139. 

Taxes  enforced  by  excommunica- 
tion, 103,  505. 

Taxid,  valued,  415. 

Tey,  tied  up,  252. 


Teld,  told,  2. 

Telle,  count,  49;  reckon,  esteem, 

480. 
Temperure,  temperance,  440. 
Tenants,  despoiled  by  impoverished 

lords,  283. 
Tenefulle,  sad,  sorrowful,  387. 
Tente,  heed,  372,  373. 
Teris,  tears,  300. 
Testament,  Old,  its  moral  laws  still 

binding,  285,  366. 
Testamentis,  wills,  fees  for  proving, 

393. 
Testeris,  fittings  at  the  head  of  a 

bedstead,  434. 
Te}?e8,  tithes,  132. 
p,^/wra/ in,  parti)?,  14;  wityj,  89; 

leue>,  do]?,  102;  be>,  166.. 
p,  imperative  or  optative  in,  dis- 

troie}?,    83;  stire]?,   140;    see^, 

plural,  162. 
pef,  thief,  11. 
pefly,    thievishly    235;    J^uely, 

389. 
Theresa,  St.,  xlvi. 
picker,  more  frequently,  328,  344. 
pise,  these,  2. 
po,  those,  20. 
Thomas  (St.  of  Canterbury),  120, 

382. 
pontes,  thoughts,  330. 
pral,  thrall,  bond,  58,  227. 
pridde,  third,  2. 
pries,  thrice,  6. 
prist,  thirst,  14. 
pristyng,  thirsting,  319. 
prittene,  thirteenth,  150 
pritti]?e,  thirtieth,  161. 
prof,  throve,  481. 
prungen,  thronged,  crowded,  319. 
prusty,  thirsty,  210. 
Tierce,    one   of     the     Canonical 

Hours,  41. 
Tillen,  draw,  obtain,  300. 
Tymothe,  303 ;  thymothe,  228. 
Tirauntrie,  tyranny,  72,  95. 
Tisynge,  enticing,  43. 
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Tite,  Titus,  314. 

Tithes,  are  alms,  415,  421,  436 ; 

origin   of,    391 ;  due    to  good 

priests,  431. 
Tithes  should  be  withdrawn  from 

wicked  priests,  132,  229,  418, 

435;  from  non-residents,  421; 

436,  453. 
Tithes,  enforcement  of,  132,  146, 

415,  453. 
Tyssington,  xzii. 
Tobie,  Tobias,  201. 
To-fore,  before,  71. 
Togidre,  together,  19. 
Toke,  took,  67. 

Tokens,  fifteen,  before  doomsday,  1 9 
Told  bi,  prized,  300. 
Tonge,  tongue,  76. 
Ton,  the  one,  188;  toon,  432  ;  in 

botb  cases  Jto  is  prefixed,  as  also 

in  the  phrase   '^  ^e  ton  ne  )e 

toi>er,"  190. 
Tooknyge,  betokening,  364. 
To-rent,  much  torn,  50. 
To  squatte,  crush  in  pieces,  squash, 

461. 
To)?er=the  other,  but  has  *)«' 

prefixed,  19. 
Touche,  prove,  22. 
Traieden,  betrayed,  99. 
Traitere,  treachery,  149  ;  traiterie, 

130 ;  traitre,  26  ;  traitourie,  65. 
Traytourly,  traitorously,  447. 
Translatid,  changed,  77. 
Transubstansinge,    transubstanti- 

ation,  345. 
Traveilen,  v,  work,  156 ;  travaile, 

22;  to  trouble,  36,  75;  traveil- 

ynge,  15. 
Traueile,  work,  22 ;  travel,  300. 
Traueilons,  laborious,  92;  trauel- 

oualy,  laboriously,  439. 
Trecchouris,  traitors,  239. 
Trentals,  211,  516. 
Tresoreris,  treasurers,  242. 
Tretable,  easy  to  persuade  (trans- 
lates suadihilis),  305. 


Tree,  beam,  wood,  (neyj^er  stoon 

ne  tree),  323. 
Trentalis,  thirty  masses,  211,  222, 

224,  and  note,  516. 
Trewe,  true,  3  ;  trwe,  5. 
Triacle,  antidote,  417,  451. 
Tribute,  paid  by  Christ,  139,  230, 

456. 
Trinity,  the,  is  in  all  things,  208, 

516;    is    the   measure    of   all 

things,  321. 
Trinity,    the   Three  Persons    in, 

answer  to  the  estates  of  Lords, 

Clei^y  and  Commons,  114,  134, 

362. 
Trist,  tubs,  trust,  3 ;  triste,  83. 
Triste,  tristen,  v.  trust,  33,  78. 
Tristiliche,  confidently,  42. 
Tryuolis,  trifles,  trifling,  442. 
Trowe,  believe,  73,  288. 
Truths,  necessary,  469. 
Turn,  trick,  127. 
Tweie,  two,  40. 
Twynny,    in    twynny=  asunder, 

318. 

Variannt,  varying,  301. 
Yauntage,  advantage,  302. 
Vein,  vain,  3. 
Vencnsche,      vanquish,       435  ; 

vencu}sche,  436. 
Yenge,  revenge,  35 ;  vengid,   24. 
Yenemyn,  v.  poison,  286. 
Venym^  poison,  100. 
Yeniaunce,  vengeance,  812. 
Yerrey,  true,  3;  verray,  19. 
Yerrely,  truly,  80. 
Yerses,  preached,  124,  438,  532. 
Vertues,  mighty  works  {virtutes, 

Yulg.),  443. 
Yestments,  consecration  of,  62. 
Yicars,    incompetent,    116,   212, 

223,  425. 
Yikede,  wicked,  76. 
Yikeris,   vicars,    8,    30;  vekeris, 

76,  454. 
Yisely,  busily  or  carefully  ?  279. 
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Viserid,  masked,  99,  503. 

Visitation  fees,  249. 

Ynablen,     disable,     191,      319; 

vnabli]^,  344. 
Ynable,  incapable,  unfit,  23,  67 ; 

vnbable,  465. 
Yiteleris,  innkeepers,  174. 
Ynablete,  unfitness,  67,  260. 
Ynauysely,  inconsiderately,  383. 
Ynaaysid,  inconsiderate,  389. 
YnbeleflFiil,  unbelievers,  45. 
Ynbleckid,   unstained,  211;   un- 

blekkid,  129. 
Ynderloute,  perf.  bowed    down, 

submitted,  46. 
Ynderlout,  submissive,  228. 
Vndemyme,  reprove,  292. 
Yndren,    one    of  the    Canonical 

Hours,  41,  497. 
Ynequite,  injustice,  394. 
Ynfree,  not  free,  284. 
Ynfredom,  slavery,  286. 
Vngrundid,  unfounded,  337. 
Ynhalwedid,  unhallowed,  69. 
Vnhilid,  uncovered,  412. 
Yniversity,  loose  life  at,  156. 
Ynknoud,  unknown,  38. 
Ynkunnynge,  ignorant,  33. 
YnkunningnesSjignorance,  159,379 
YnlefFul,  unlawful,  46. 
Ynmeble,  fixed,  used  of  property 

like  the  Fr.  tmtMuble,  12. 
Ynmercy,  mercilessness,  72. 
Ynnejis,  hardly,  with  difficulty, 

22 ;  vnne^e,  25. 
Ynordynel,  inordinate,  310,  315. 
Ynpatience,  impatience,  70,  152. 
Ynpees,  disquiet,  286. 
Ynperfi^t,  imperfect,  302. 
Ynri^twisnesse,     unrighteousness, 

240. 
Ynskilfnlly,  unreasonably,  216. 
Yn witty,  foolish,  158. 
Ynwyttynge,    not   knowing,  68; 

wnwyttyngge,  56. 
Ynworschipe     hymsilf,    lose   his 

dignity,  462. 


Yoide,  foolish,  36. 

Vois,  voice,  71. 

Yp,  upon,  24 ;  according  to,  64. 

Yphepid,    heaped    up,     in     full 

measure,  370. 
Yplond,  in  the  country,  176. 
Ypsodoun,    upside    down,     119  ; 

ypsodon,  98 ;  vpsodom,  210. 
Urban    Y.,    claims  tribute    from 

England,  vi. 
Urban  YI.,  xv,  xviii,  xxxi. 
Ysid,  practised,  428. 
Yss,  use,  453. 
Usury,  186,  238,  277,  521. 
Ytterly,  thoroughly,  135  ;  finally, 

213. 

Wafreris,  cake-hawkers,  12,  493. 
Wagynge,  waking,  133. 
Wayn,  waggon,  258. 
Wayschen,   washed    off,    blotted 

out,  289 ;  wayschide,  462. 
Wayte,  watchman,  395. 
Wake,  watch,  300,  363 ;  wakynge, 

168. 
Walwe,  wallow,  83,  217,  261, 
Wanhope,  despair,  350. 
Wanne,  when,  130. 
Wantiden,  were  lacking,  427. 
War,  wary,  careful,  20,  65  ;  ward, 

33. 
War,  encouraged  by  the  clergy, 

59,  73,  90,  99,  132,  147,  176l 
Warde,  care,  regard,  72. 
Warien,    curse,    18,    217,    234; 

warrie,  76. 
Warliche,  warily,  299. 
Wame,  forbid,  50. 
Wast,   vain,  useless  {ef.   W.   Y. 

Eccles.  ii.   26,    where  wa^  of 

the  first  version  is  replaced  by 

superfiu  in  second),  5,  88. 
Wasty,  wasteful,  129. 
Wasteris,  extravagant  persons,  102. 
Waxen,  grow,  345. 
Wedris,    storms,    211  ;    wederis, 

457. 
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Weeg,  wedge,  49. 
"Weie,  way,  17 ;  weieje,  66. 
Weights,  falae,  25,  148,  185,  199. 
"Weyhte,    weight,     321  ;    weitis, 
185. 

Weylen,  lament,  312 ;  weylynge, 
374  ;  fretting  ?  ( translating 
languens),  228. 

Welden,  have  command  of,  369. 

Welfare,  abundance,  good  cheer, 
61. 

Welle,  indeed  or  much  ?  18. 

Welle,  source,  66. 

Welschap,  beauty  of  figure,  4. 

Wem,  spot,  blemish,  304. 

Wenden,  go,  427. 

Wene,  think,  11 ;  wenyng,  423. 

Where,  whether,  84. 

Werchynge,  working,  influence, 
44. 

Were,  wear,  50. 

Werie,  v,  curse,  35. 

Werk-bestis,  plough  oxen,  214. 

Werre,  war,  16;  werris,  9. 
werrynge,  warring,  147. 

Wettes,  weights,  25. 

Wexe,  wax,  101. 

Whiche,  ark,  55n. 

Who,  woe,  271. 

Whot,  knows,  77. 

Wiche-craft,  witchcraft,  9. 

Wyolif,  birth,  i ;  studies  at  Oxford, 
ii ;  Master  of  Balliol,  iii ;  War- 
den of  Canterbury  Hall,  iv ; 
Commissioner  at  Bruges,  ix ; 
prosecuted  by  the  Bic^ops,  x ; 
again,  xi;  consulted  by  the 
Council,  xii;  examined  at 
Lambeth,  xiy;  trains  poor 
priests,  xvi;  translates  Bible, 
xyii;  his  attacks  on  Church 
abuses,  xriii;  on  Transubstan- 
tiation,  xx;  publishes  his  Con- 
fession, xxv ;  his  teaching  con- 
demned at  Blackfriars,  xxvii; 
driven  from  Oxford,  xxx ;  cited 
to  Borne,  xxxi;  death,  xxxii; 


his  personal  character,  xlv ;  *  his 
temper,    xlvi,    294,    312;    his 
moderation,  xl. 
Wyclif,  John,  vicar  of  Mayfield, 

ivn. 
Wykeham,  William  of,  520. 
Wills,  extortions  connected  with, 

277,  393,  521. 
Wills,   protected  by  excommuni- 
cation, 48,  224,  498. 
Wilne,  inf.  will,  328. 
Wilful,  voluntary,  14,  69. 
Windows,  gay,  in  churches,  8,  181. 
Wine,  spiced,  13. 
Wirien,  worry,  24. 
Wis,  wise,  3 ;  wiss,  443. 
Wyste,  wisten,   knew,   44,  478 ; 

wist,  part,  20. 
WiJ?-ynne  forje,  inwardly,  46. 
WiJ-oute  for]?,  outwardly,  46 ;  wij- 

outen  forje,  354. 
WiJ^seie,  contradict,  oppose,  160. 
Witnesses,  subornation  of,  74 ,182, 

278. 
Witsontide,  43. 
Witt,  intelligence,  32  ;  meaning, 

343 ;  wittis,  senses,  20. 
Witte,  witen,  wite,  know,  37,  77, 

328 ;  wity>,  89. 
Witti,  wise,   10;  c(mp,  wittiere, 

10. 
Wyttyngly,  knowingly,  63. 
Wlappid,  wrapped,  97,  123,  435. 
Wolen,  will,  23. 
Woluys  of  helle,  24,  149. 
Wombe,  belly,  6. 
Wombe-ioie,  pleasures  of  the  table, 

68,  119. 
Wondir,  wonderfully,  878. 
Wondirful,    making,    giving  ad- 
miration {mirantesy  Vulg.)  308. 
Woned,  accustomed,  wont,  321. 
Wode,    mad,    raging,    25,   109; 

wood,  307. 
Woode,  madly,  5. 
Woodnesse,  madness,  fury,  313. 
Woodford,  xxiii,  xliii,  498. 
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Woodland  tithea  on,  510. 
Worche,  work,  87,  227 ;  worsche, 

123;  worchi>,  352. 
Wordli,  worldly,  3. 
Worschipen,  do  honour  to,  265. 
Worschipe,     subst,    honour,    13; 

worschipis,  34. 
WorschipM,  honourahle,  14. 
Wor)?ine88e,  dignity,  174. 
Wouke,  week,  454. 
"Wow,  vow,  170;  wowes,  66. 
Woxun,  waxen,  grown,  448. 
Wrast,  V.    tune,    wrasted,    340; 

wrastyng,   341  (wrest,  a  tun- 


ii^g  ^^7 9  ^  used  in  the  ^*  Legend 

of  Montrose,"  chap.  9). 
WrathiJ  her,  is  angry,  354. 
"WraJ^id,  angered,    43;    wra)?Jrid, 

200. 
Wrotynge,  grubhing,  digging  with 

the  snout  like  swine,  147. 
Wurche,  work,  342. 

York,  miracle  play  acted  at,  429, 
530. 


Zacharie,  Zechariah,  270. 
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